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Dreaming Helps but only when to achieve your dream you act! 
You act in a very positive way- Step by step you proceed towards 
achieving what you have dreamt. You are either 10+2 and you 
are aiming at Engineering or Medical Colleges or you are a 
Graduate aiming at Civil Services or CDS or may be for MBA- 
CAT. Just follow the steps below and your GOAL will be within 
your reach - 

Step - 1 Set Your GOAL with strong determination. 

Step - 2 Join Sachdeva New P. T. College and commence your 

preparation under able guidance of highly 
experienced professors. 

Step -3 Go through the Highly Structured, Scientific Study 
Material and Printed Notes. 

Step - 4 Attend ‘Very Similar Tests’; Precisely the type you 
have to ultimately attempt. 

Final Step Face the Final exam with confidence and come out 
with flying colours I 


- Classroom Coaching & Correspondence Courses for - 

MBA, Bank PO, Asst Grade, Clerks' Grade, NDA 
CDS, CA/CS (Found.) & All Other Competitive Exams. 


SACHDEVA 

'iSrCOlLEGE 

H.o,- 2a*CM. SOUTH PATEl, NAGAR. NgWUEtHHlO OOA. 
Ph.; mmi, S7S7Q80, $7S807O. 57SA182 
fax; 11^748070 

a-mail$aclidevait'sta*dl01.vsnl.nal.In 
w«balt» ; xa«hd«vacoif«sa.<«ni 
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PRIZE WINNING LETTERS 


THE MENACE OF DRUGS 

I was surprised to see that you did not mention a single 
line in your cover feature regarding the menace of chewnrg 
tobacco and pnan masala. These pernicious things cause tongue, 
gum and even throat cancer. As a teacher, 1 find this praitice is 
quite common among the youth. They are not leprimandod for 
this even at home. We have to create mass awareness and 
educate people that chewing paar, masala and tobacco is as lethal 
as taking drugs 

Sui hismtia Mukhctice 
Hooyhhj 

PROTESTING AS A PROFESSION 

The Opposition in our country is concerned only with 
protesting or opposing anything that the government does. 
Sometimes, their act of opposing extends beyond the verbal, as 
they start hitting and beating each other. The Opposition has to 
be more responsible and stop their plotting and scheming w'ays. 
t)nly if they rise above this and conceniraie on issues of national 
interest, would it be possible for them to contribute 
constructively to the life of the nation. 

Dtpli Salwa 
Bhulmncslnm 


TOURISM 

There are many things that 
can be done to improve the stale 
ot tourism. More importance 
should be given to reservations 
ot trains and busc.s, beggars 
should be banned, and more 
facilities provided for 
travellers. The government 
should make an effort to 
piovide authentic information 
to all tourists. 

l.AC Aiciiid Kumar 
Diirhhau^a, Bihar 

V'our cover story pointed 
out several defects m our 
tourism industrv The 
government is doing too little to 
correct the situation, i'estivals 
should be well publicised so that 
people can make programmes to 
visit them. Proper facilities must 
be provided for travellers 

Shraddlw Dih 
DcPffarh, Onsr-a 

You have rightly pointed 
out that the country has beciune 
a huge garbage dump. I hope 
lh. 1 t educated people like 
ourselves slop spoiling the 
beautiful countryside 

Rajirv balana 
Mtitadpur, t’linjiil' 


of those grumbling and grudging 
youth who are always blaming 
the countiy for their hapless 
condition After leading the 
essay, they can realise their 
obligations to the nation and 
strive towards making the 
country gnat 

A laicd Shellff 
Vi’Ihvc 

THE ROLE OF THE 
OPPOSITION 

The mam aim of our 
Opposition parties is how to 
topple the ruling party bv any 
means. That is why no thinighl is 
given to oihei issues. Our 
Opposition must be strong, but 
more important, it must be 
re.sponsible 

Rajt'ndn K. Vcruia 
Sunder Na^ar, Himachal Pradesh 

AMARTYA SEN 

it is .sad that the potential of 
talented Indians is u.sed only by 
foreign countries If Aniartja Sen 
bad not won the Nobel Pri/e, 
very few Indians would have 
known his significant work in 
welfare economics. 

Gopal Kumar 
Muzaffarptir, Bihar 


Our leaders have given us a 
vision We have to think of the 
nuclear bomb as one for 
meeting our security threat and 
should not critici.se it. 

B. Shrcekantli 
Chennai 


the problem gels sorted out 
before major disasters are 
caused. 

Sachin Scihi 
Karmil 

CM FEATURES 


YOUTH AND THE 
MILLENNIUM 

Your essay rekindles the 
spirit of youth who ha\e a 
patriotic feeling and are eager to 
dedicate their lives in the service 
of the motherland Itwouldhave 
also helped m opening the eyes 


HUMANISTS AND 
SCIENTISTS 

I.et us nut jump to the 
concliisiun that anything nuclear 
IS nad. In these days of scientific 
advamement, can we afford to 
lag behind? We need to keep pace 
with the contemporary scenario. 


The Y2K Bug 

The Y2K problem shows 
how .short-sighted humans can 
be. As the problem comes 
nearer, the pressure is on to 
solve the problem, which may 
have some disastrous 
consequences. It is hoped that 
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The article 'How to plan 
your career' gave us a clear 
view as to how to go about 
deciding a career. Our choices 
are influenced by parents, but 
your article .showed us the right 
way. 

Sublira Kishorc Basu 
Calcutta 







Tested Trusted Name In the Careers World 



<Mi*|»rflK’n.sive Coverage of 
Geography • Indian History 
!• Indian Polity & Economy 
I* Cieneral Science • Current Affairs 
Ci.k. Treasure House 
'■■AinpW Descriptive Study Material, 

'^•.Slmrt- Anstver Questions, 

Ten Morlel Papers (Objective Pattern), 
..Questions from Previous Years' Papers of 
.Important Competitive Exams. Included. 


1999 Edition Price Rs. 150 


WITH A r rH B El copy op 

OGP Common Errors In English Language 

• Practical English Grammar 

• Common Errors & Pitfalls 

• Comprehension • Vocabulary 

• Fundamental rules, tips & usage, 
explanations, illustrations St charts. 

• Specimen Papers 

• Compelilive Exams. ,—;-- 

Question Papers I Price Rs. i:tS | 


• Model Papers 

• Previous Years' Papers of Competitive 
Exams. & Management Admission Tests 

• Reasoning Tests, Logical, Verbal & Non- 
Verbal 

• Data Interpretation & Management 
Aptitude Tests. 

S ysfema tic Approa ch, Deta iled Explana tury 
Notes for thorough understanding 

I Price Rs. 150 I 


DGP BASIC EMGU8H 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


7 * Pr.irtical English Grammar 
j .Tundamental Rules, Common Errors and 

t Pitfalls, Expl.inations St Illustrations) 

• Comprehension St Numbered Gaps 

• Vocabulary (Synonyms, Antonyms, 
Idioms, Phr.«ses, Pair of Words, Eoreigr 
Words, One-Word Substitution, etc.) 

i'1 step by step, easy St systematic approach, 
\helps you to build a strong foundation of 
ifnglish language. 

j I Price Rs. 75~1 


ENGLISH VOCABULARY 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


• Self-assessment Assignments 

• Word power ready-reckoner 

• Words in everyday use, Eonnation of Words 
— Prefixes & Suffixes, Foreign Words & 
Phrase.s, Words Commonly Misspell 
Idioms & Phrases, One-word Substitution 
Pair of Words 

Terms — Political, Medical. Religious, 
Scientific, Marital, Literary, etc. 

• Practical Assignments. _ 

[~Price Rs. 120 | 


DGP ENGLISH 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE 




ARITHMETIC 

(Quantitative Aptitude & Numerical Ability) 


IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


n 




(SIX WEEK) COURSE 

»nM ^ 


The book contains 

• Basic English Grammar—Fundamental 
Rules, Tips, Explanations, Illustrations, 
Charts & Tables 

• Common Errors in various usages 

• Everyday Vocabulary 

• Everyday Conversation—Exercises for 
Practice 

Read the above sections thoroughly and 
step in the English Speaking world with 
confidence. I Price Rs. 100 | 


• Exhaustive Study Material 

• Plethora of Solved Examples 

• Practical Tips, Short Cuts and 
Explanatory Notes 

• Objective Multiple Choice Questions 

• Exercises for Practice 

• Model Papers — Questions Incorporated 
rrom Previous Years' Papers of Important 
Competitive Exams. I Price Rs. 100 I 


■gga DATA 
INTERPRETATION COURSE 


Tor : Competitive Exams; Management Admi¬ 
ssion Tests A Professonal Bodies etc. Exams. 
CONTAINS : 

• Introduction to Data Interpretation 

• Pre.senlatinn of Data 

• Basic Tools of Analysis _ 

• Model Paiiers (Solved) I Price Rs. 120 I 


MATHEMATICS 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


for N.D.A., (".D.S. A MBA Admission Tests 

• Arithmetic, Mensuration, Algebra, 
Geometry, Trigonometry and Statistics 

• Formulas and Practical Tips 

• Solved Examples & Exercises for Practice 

• Objective Multiple Choice Questions 

rPrice Rs. bO 1 


GENERAL SCIENCE 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


• study Material—Physics, Chemistrv, Life 
Sciences, Space Science, Nuclear 
Science and Computer Science 

• Everyday Science 

• Basic CToncepts, Principles and Laws 

• Science Quiz 

• Objective Multiple Choic e Questions 

I Price Rs.' 1001 


dur 6uld»* am pmttanwtl on tatast schama and 
anths sygahua la eararaii thoroughly, Smpla shtdy 
matarlal. Sofvad Examplat S Objactlva UMpfe 
Chidea Ouashom IneUigti 
1. M.8.A. ADMISSION TESTS Ra. 

t Bank P.O. Exam. Quidt R$. IN 

1 Bank RO. Exam. Guida R«. LN 

4. HOTEL MANAGEM^T ADMISSION TEST 

for Adnlsdon to Dagea/DiphnmCoursa} Rs. IN 

5. MO.A, EXMI. Rs, ISO t. C.O.S. EXAM. R8.1SD 

7. L.I.C., QJ.a EXAM. Rs. fM 

^icr Assistants, Typists A Stanos) 

S. IICa clerks- GRADE EXAM. Rs. tN 

4. BANK RECRUITMENT TEST GWOE Rs. » 

(For Qarka, CasMars, smno-TypfsN ate.) 






i 5 ‘i ' ■ - 

1. Kflo w Thy$9lf Through 

PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTS Rs. 30 

2. Know Thyssif Through 

NUMEROLOGY Rs. 45 

3. THE HUMAN BOOY-4 Sfuify Rs. ^ 

4. 125 GREAT HEROES OF 

INDIAN HISTORY Rs. 45 

5. SORRY DOCTOR, I'M HEALTHY 

lA Family Haaltb Guido) Rs. 45 

5. Know Thyself Through 

HANDWRITING Rs. 40 

7. DIVINE DRAUGHTS OF 

SPIRITUAL CHAMPAGNE Rs. 120 

(Religio—PMIosophical Essays 
in a Cosmic Porspoetivo) 


Pleasa remit the Full Amount (Price of desired book/ 
books plus Rs. 10 ter one book and Rs. 15 for two or 
more books for postage) by M.0./Bank Draft and write 
your Name and Full address In CAPITAL LETTERS on 
M.O. Coupon. ‘ Books will be sent by Regd. Book Post 
only. * VPP orders 
will not be executed. 
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DGP SUCCESS/^a^^ FOR 
GENERAL STUDIES 



DGP SUCCESS /^/Scs- Books for 
OPTIONAL SUBJECTS 


) 


1. COMPLETE COURSE TO PHYSICS 


R*. ISO 


Success Hormones tor canaidates appearing In Central Civil Services, 
Stale Civil Services A other Exams. Primarily prepared lor General Studies, 
the books are helpful lor optional subjects also. 
Recommended tor thorough grinding and high scoring. 

^1. U.P.S.C. Civil Services Preliminary Examination ^ 

.GENERAL STUDIES SOLVED PAPERS (1985-1998) Rs. 95> 

• Helps you to know the stnndard & type of questions set in the exatn 

• M.ikes you understand the percentaae of questions set/weiphtage given to 
'■i/ious aspects of General Studies viz General Science, Geography, History, 
in I'ln Polity S Econorny, General Mental Ahilihy. G'lrrenl Affaiis etc 

• Se'VGS as ide.a! practice papers Defore yon actually face the exam 

• A'ts as an eye-opener and tielps you luage the Standard of Obfective 
C isstions given m various bonks 

C2. QUESTION BANK-GENERAL SCIENCE Rs. 180 ^ 

A boon for Non-Science (even Science) Students. 

• SYNOPSIS I e Short Study Mateiial • Scieitce Quiz containing 1000 Short- 
AriswerQuestions • All Basic Sclenlihc Laws. Principles & Concepts explained 

• 3500 Objective Multiple Choice Questions (Questions from PREVIQUS 
YEARS’ PAPERS incorporated). 

: 3. QUESTION BANK-GEOGRAPHY-World & India Rs. 180) 

• SYNOPSIS i.e. Study Material covering Astronomical. Physical. Human. Economic 
Geography, Phytogeography, Zoogeography (World& India) with relevantdal.i 
diagrams, charts & m.ips • Geography Quiz— contains 500 Short-Answer 
Questions • Glossary— explains B.isic Concepts • 2500 Objective Multiple 
Choice Questions- (Questions from Previous Years' Papers incorporated) 

:4. QUESTION BANK—INDIAN HISTORY Rs. 150 ^ 

• Model Papers—Questions from Previous Years’ Papers included 

• Synopsis • 300 Short-Answer Questions • 2500 Objective Multiple 
Choice Questions • Maps, Reference Charts etc, 

^5. QUESTION BANK—INDIAN POLITY Rs.lStf' 
. CONSTITUTION OF INDIA _^ 

• Model Papers—Questions from Previous Years’ Papers 

incorporated •Synopsis •Short-Answer Questions ^2000 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions • Glossary of Important terms 

:6. QUESTION BANK—INDIAN ECONOMY Rs.120;) 

• Model Papers—Questions from Previous Years’ Papers 

included •Synopsis •Short-Answer Questions •1500 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions • Glossary of Important terms • Review of 
latest Economic Scene 

[7. QUESTION BANK-GENERAL MENTAL ABILITY Rs.120) 


Model Paper + Study Material + Over 1800 Objective Questions. 

2. COMPLETE COURSE TO CHEMISTRY Rs. 200 

Three Model Papers + Study Material * 375 Short-Answer Questions + 
Over 1700 Objective Questions. Pages VIII + 436 

3. COMPLETE COURSE TO ZOOLOGY Rs. 150 

Three Model Papers + Study Material -i- 2000 Objective Questions. 

4. COMPLETE COURSE— MATHEMATICS Rs. 180 

Two Model Papers + Study Material. Solved Examples & 1500 Objective 
Questions. 

5. COMPLETE COURSE TO IHDIAN HISTORY R*. 180 

Three Model Papers + Detailed Study Material + Short-Answer Questions 
+ Over 3000 Objective Questions. Pages 500 

6. COMPLETE COURSE— LAW Rs. 150 

Three Model Papers + Study Material -x 120 important Short-answer 
Questions + 2000 Objective Questions. 

7. COMPLETE COURSE TO PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Rs. 200 

Two Model Papers + Exhaustive Study Material+2000 Objective Questions 
+ Glossary. P.iges VIII -c 490 

8. QUESTION BANK— BOTANY Rs. 195 

• Ample Study Material. 

• 5000 Obj. Multiple Choice Questions (About20% questionsare Assertion/ 
Reason and Matching types based upon the pattern of Civil Services Prel 
Exam ), Questions from PREVIOUS YEARS’ PAPERS incorporated. 

9. QUESTION BANK -SOCIOLOGY Rs. 180 

• Model Papers incorporating Questions from Previous Years' Papers. 

• Synopsis I e Study Material relating to Basic Concepts (Society. Culture 
Social Groups, Status, Role, Noims, Values), Kinship, Marriage, Family, 
Social .Stratification, Types of Society, Sociology of Economics, Polibcal 
Institutions in Society Social Change (Social Mobility) etc 

• 5000 Objective Multiple Choice Questions. • Glossary. 

10. QUESTION BANK— COMMERCE R«. 290 

• Model Papers incorporating Questions from Previous Years ' Papers. 

• Study Material covering Accounts. Auditing, Business Organisation. 
Management .and Company Law • 3000 Objective Questions (Multiple 
CIxiice.True, False. Fill in the Blanks etc ) • Glossary •Commerce Review 

11. QUESTION BANK— PSYCHOLOGY Rs. 180 

• Key Terms & Concepts —Explained • Ample Study Material covering 
Scope & Methods, Physiological Basis, Behaviour Perception, Learning. 
Intelligence, Motivation. Personality etc • lOOShort-AnswerQuestwns 

• 2500 Objective Multiple Choice Ouesf/orrs (Questions from Previous 
Years' Papers incorporaterf) • Model Papers. 


• Detailed Study Material with Solved Examples & explanations covering 
Reasoning (Logical, Verbal & Non-Verbal), Data Interpretation, Numerical 
Ability, Graphs, Tabulation, Mensuration, Basic Applied Algebra. Geometry. 
Trigonometry & Statistics • Objective Multiple Choice Questions 
Packing & Postage Charges for Success Pack (Books No. 1-7) Rs. 15 

(2333222312233233:0 Total is: 


1010 

Pick up any book published by us Priced upto Rs. 100/- and 
we will send it FREE with our G.S. Success Pack (Rs. 1010/-). 
However, if you want a book/books priced above Rs. 100/* 
piease add the balance amount only. For Example : G.S. 
Success Pack (Books No. 1-7) Rs. 1010/-. Suppose you want 
C.C.Public Administration Rs. 200/-. Total Rs. 1210/-. You 
may remit Rs. 1110 only. 

Note: All the above books are available separately also. 


Please remit the Full emount (Price of desired book/books plus 
Rs. 10 for one book and Rs. IS for two or more books tor packing 
and postage) by M.O./Bank Draft. 

Books will be sent by Regd. Book Post vnly. No VPP orders. 
Write Name & Full Address on M.O. Coupon In CAPITAL LETTERS 



12. QUESTION BANK— ECONOMICS' 

13. QUESTION BANK— PHILOSOPHY- 

- In Press likely to be released in January 1999. 



1. It Contains ; (A) Previous Years Solved Papers 1998, 
1997 & 1996 (B) General Science (C) Geography—World & 
India (D) History—World & India (E) Indian Economy 
(F) Indian Polity (G) General Ability (H) G.K. Treasure House 
(I) Current Affairs. 

• Encyclopaedic Coverage. Well-analysed Comprehensive Study 
Material • Provides the necessary drill and instils confidence to 
answer Questions of all kinds—Assertion, Reasoning, Sequential 
Arrangement, Data, Maps, Diagrams etc. • Maps. Charts, Tables, 
Glossary, Reviews. Illustrations help easy comprehension. 

















Man Machine and 

Moraliiv 


Nl.lKI; the Hindu 
myfhnldgical Trinity 
(Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh), 
the temporal trinity of modern 
times comprises man, 
machine and morality It is 
altogether a different matter 
if man and machine being in 
hand and glove with each 
other, have come to occupy the 
driver's seat and relegated 
morality to the inconspicuous 
back seat. 

Knowledge, in its 
manifold manifestations, no 
longer consists of a 
maiupulation of man and 
nature as opposite forces, 
nor in the reduction of date 
to mere statistical order, but 
is a means of liberating 
mankind from the 
destructive power of fear, 
pointing the way towards 
the goal of the rehabilitation 
of the human will and the 
rebirth of faith and 
confidence in the human 
person But, devoid of moral 
moorings and righteous 
reiteration of morality in 
personal relations and social 
ethos, the chances of things 
going astray and perceptions 
becoming prejudices are real 
and rigorous. With massiw 
powers of manipulation and 
manoeuvre that man has 
acquired, his vision fails to 
see beyond his nose and 
many a time all the good, 
that is expected to happen, 
results in consequences that 


are both spine chilling and 
blood curdling. 

Cast in the image of 
Cod, man possesses immense 
potential of exploration, 
ingenuity and innovation in 
the service of causes that arc 
morally magnificent and 
spiritually supreme. But once 
his goals get grounded in 
greed and grabbing, the 
absence of moral values of 
concern and compassion in 
life become the curse of his 
being a human person sans 
morality and wor.se, still a 
monster with comatose con¬ 
science. 

The ultimate answers to 
the hopes and fears which 
pervade modern society rest 
on the moral fibre of man, 
and on the vision and wis¬ 
dom of those who promote 
the course of its 
development. Who can deny 
the veracity of (iandhin's 
moral strength with which he 
was able to mobilise millions 
to challenge and demolish 
the mighty British hmpire. 
No doubt, moral decisions 
cannot dispense with an 
insight into the interplay of 
the objective element which 
offer and limit the choices 
made 

We stand at the brink of 
an age in which human life 
presses forward to actualise 
new forms. The false 
separation of man and nature, 
of time and space, of freedom 


and security, is being ac¬ 
knowledged, and we are 
faced with a new vision of 
man in his organic unity, and 
of history offering a richness 
and diversity of quality and 
majesty of scope hitherto un¬ 
precedented. All this and 
much more has become 
possible because man has 
invented such instruments 
and tools as arc precise to the 
minutest detail and powerful 
enough to produce the 
desired results. 

Scintillating successes in 
telecommunications and 
transport, remote sensing and 
information technology, indus¬ 
try and agriculture, medicine 
and surgery—in fact the 
achievements in the entire 
spectrum of human curiosify 
and tangible actions~are a 
telling tribute to man's 
immense ingenuity. 

Not only in personal 
affairs, but also in public life, 
the paramount place of 
morality or moral values is a 
sine qua non of a salubrious 
social order. Those discarding 
morality as a dirty word, both 
in precept and practice, 
whether in politics, business 
and commerce, professional 
advancement el al, run the risk 
of pushing the polity into the 
abject abyss of moral crisis and 
spiritual chaos. Men with 
money and machines may run 
amock, but with morality 
intact, they can look forward 


to a harmonious and health)' 
environment. 

Unless the modern 
trinity—man, machine and 
morality—work in clo.se co¬ 
ordination, the so-called 
economil boom that aims at 
better figures and not better 
lives, will degenerate into 
spiritual doom. The 
spectacular saga of successes, 
most visible across the 'global 
village', will be reduced to 
mere statistics if the right to 
live and not merely exist is not 
lespected and guaranteed to 
those v\'ho are still suffering 
from the scourges of poverty, 
disease and deprivation. Man 
today, and day after, needs to 
become increasingly con- 
.scioiis of what he is a part of, 
so that he may then function 
fully, though individually, as 
an element of the whole, in a 
more moral and healthful 
way. This requires getting to 
know oneself so that one can 
be true to oneself and to 
others, if more harmony is to 
develop, and more order is to 
appear out of the conflict that 
is so manifest in human 
condition. Last but not least, 
we must not lose sight of tlie 
fact that 'man without moral¬ 
ity and machine without a 
master' are like a rudderless 
ship wandering on the peril¬ 
ous sea of life, that can wreck 
any time anywhere leaving 
behind a tragic trail of regret 
and remorse. 
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Essays on social, econoinic, retleetiva, idiomatic, 
general and political topics. An excellent book tor 
higher grade competitive examinations. 

2. LETTER WRITING Rs. 40 

This book teaches the art ol good letter writing, it 
covers personal, social, public, employment, 
business, olticial, commercial correspondence and 
matrimonial advertisements. 

3. PRECIS WRITING Rs. 35 

It teaches the technique for good precis wnting. 
Model passages with their precis and exercises tor 
practice are given. 

4. PARAGRAPH WRITING Rs. 30 

This book covers essential hints lor paragraph 
writing. It has 200 Topics (160 in the term of Model 
Paragraphs, 20 with (Critical Examination and 20 
with proper Refutation) 

5. OBJECTIVE ENGLISH-A NEW 

APPROACH Rs. 75 

This- book covers Common Errors, use ol 
Prepositions, Synonyms, Antonyms and Vocabulaiy 
Tests. Comprehension, Direct and Indirect Speech. 

6. ADVANCED GENERAL ENGLISH Rs. 60 

This IS a comprehensive book designed to meet 

exact requirements ol higher grade competitive 
examinations. It covers detection of errors, 
analysis, idioms, vocabulary, synonyms and 
antonyms, spelling pitfalls, similes, proverbs, etc. 

7. TEST OF REASONINGAOGICAL 

REASONING Rs. 40 

It gives an msight into Logic and the basic concepts 
of logical reasoning It includes Mediate, Imrmdiate 
Inference, Commonsense Reasoning and vanous 
exercises on Test of Reasoning. 

8. MENTAL ABILITY TESTS-A C^Mtde Rs. 30 

9. GENERAL MENTAL ABILITY Rs. 45 
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10. EVERYDAY SCIENCE Rs. 60 

Contains basic principles, terms, concepts and 
formulae in Physics, Chemistiy, Biology 4 Space 
Science 

11. NUMERICAL A6ILITY-A Capsule Rs. 30 

12. OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC-AC^wule Rs. 30 
Books at S No 11 4 12 ; Comprehensive 
coverage, hints, practical tips, solved examples and 
model papers. 

13. COMMON ERRORS IN ENGLISH , 

LANGUAGE Rs. 45 

Designed to cover a vast range ot common errors 
and pitfalls. Explanatory notes given tor thorough 
understanding and good grounding. 

14. DGP KIT OF IDIOMS & PHRASES Rs. 90 
A close scrutiny of a wide range of Idioms 4 
Phrases. Meanings given. Usage explained. A rich 
fabric, excellent texture. A store house of 
knowledge of English Language. 

15. OOP KIT OF QUOTATIONS Rs. 90 

WIDE CANVAS—Choicest Quotations on Adultery, 
Art, Beauty, Character, Friendship, Love, Mamage, 
Men 4 Women, Mother, Nakednes s, Politics, Sex 
and Success etc. 


































Ciladels of Academic 
Anaidiy 



udging from 
what has been 
happening in the 
country's 
universities, we are constrained 
to comment that most of them 
have become citadels of 
academic anarchy. And, we 
have no doubt that we are u.sing 
an understatement! Also, what 
they transmit is not knowledge 
but smatterings of information 
which neither produce scholars 
nor balanced human beings. 
Education in the university has 
become an unwanted luxury as 
well as a disaster in more than 
one sense. 

The sad story of Nishant 
Bhardwaj of Rajasthan 
University, who successfully 
immolated himself, haunted 
by the darkness of an 
uncertain future because the 
results of the examinations, 
conducted in the month of 
April/May, had not been 
declared even in November, 
is symbolic but tragically 
horrific. Cynicism has seeped 
so deep into our educational 
system, as in others, that 
newspaper headlines 
screamed: ..."death of 
Nishant Bhardwaj will not 
affect poll outcome." 

The Chancellor of the 
Rajasthan University bravely 
shuffled and said that the 


previous Vice-Chancellor had 
been responsible for the mes.s; 
that he was examining the 
matter (we hope with high- 
powered glasses) and things 
would be sorted out soonj) 
Masterpieces of vague verbiage! 
No mention of accountability. 
No mention of demolition of 
university anarchy, conducted 
in the name of autonomy, and 
no mention of how the 
unfortunate parents of 
Bhardwaj are going to be 
compensated. We com¬ 
pensate victims of road, rail, 
aeroplane and all sundry 
accidents, but not a victim of 
citadel of rationality called 
university. 

f Newspaper reports are 
fluked with weighty and wise 
statements of political oracles. 
So are the statements of the 
Chancellor and the new Vice- 


Chancellor, but the cake, lotus¬ 
sized, went to the then Chief 
Mimster of Rajasthan who had 
braved the statement: "It was 
most deplorable the way 
Nishant Bhardwaj died. 
Nobody should try to derive 
political mileage from this 
tragedy." Coming, as it does, 
from the mouth of a politician, 
all we can say is that if his 
effigy was burnt, it was all the 
hapless mass of students 
could do in such a case.The 
Rajasthan University has been 
lat^lled a "den of corruption". 
This is perhaps an 
understatement. 

frhe quick-fix solutions 
will cbme fast and thick, and 
then everything will be pink 
again. Wounds will heal though 
time will not hide the scars. 
The basic question will be 
pushed under the carpet. 


Nobody will answer: What 
are universities for? Are they 
gigantic intellectual slums 
where thousands of students 
are bearded to be pushed out 
after a few years of unfruitful 
sojourn? Rape, exploitation 
by "guides", mental 
harassment are other minor 
hazards in the pursuit of 
"education". 

Our universities are 
spreading moral and cultural 
anarchy while debating how 
much Shakespeare or 
Wordsworth should be taught 
to students who could not care 
less. Instead, if our temples of 
higher learning can turn out a 
fraction of their students who 
understand the difference 
between literacy and 
education, they would spare 
themselves the label—white 
elephants. 
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Unlimited Camage at WUMe 


icc have a culture of living 
sustainably with all living things, the mty uv 
treat animals was revealed by recent eases of 
hunting of endangered species In/ none less than 
popular heroes. Another annual, a lion, awaited 
mercy killing because it had been put in a small 
cage and treated et nelly for years. 

Animals are at the mercy of humans, who 
unfortunately show none. Mighty tigers are 
reduced to tablets so that people can hope to 
retain their sex Invs by eoiMoning them Lkei, 
rabbits, birds and other animals are considered 
‘delicacies by the coiinhy's elite The poachers 
and the sahibs hare < ombined their strength to 
wage a war agaiihl leildlife wliiui is already 
siiffentig destriu lion of habitats because of re¬ 
lentless droelopmeiit. In this feature, we look 
at the state of wildlife in India and what can be 
done to protect it. 

T HH Biblicji story of Noah's Ark, in 
which animals were saved from a ter¬ 
rible delude, has an underlying message 
for humanity, that animals are necessary 
for the survival of humans. That is why 
they must shaie the planet witli us. Hacii 
species has some purpc'se and is <)n essen¬ 
tial link in the food chain. Once broken, 
there may be terrible consequences for eco¬ 
systems, which may disrupt our own food 
supply, m wa\ s which may not be immecii- 
ately appa-n-nt Vet, tor all his wisdom, man 
is today waging a v\ar against helpless 
animals the world over, driving them to 
extinction, 'some animals have fallen prey 
.to the need for exotic medicines, others are 
considered as delicacies, while still others 
are killed for no other reason than to prove 
one's manhood. 

Moreover, a growing population and 
pollution caused by industry is destroying 
natural habitats. Questionable methods of 
fishing ha\ e already caused yields of fish 
to decline in many parts of the world. In 
some places, cyanide is squirted or explo¬ 
sives used to kill fish, but the poLson re- 
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■ mains in the oceans to create havoc w'ith 
j the ecosystem. Wild animals have no hope 
I when modern weapons and vehicles are 
; used against them. 

i 

' Relentless development 

I NDIA has 532 national parks and w'ild 
life sanctuaries, covering an area of 1.5 
1 lakh sq km. All of them face threats from 
the process of development. Cement 
I plants, railways and roads, mining, dams 
' and deforestation are pushing into these 
'. areas. Areport by the Forest Suivey of India 
has pointed out that in just two vears after 
1W5, the country has lost 3,500 sq km of 
, forest land and another 40,000 sq km have 
i been degraded. Tlie Ministry of Fn\ iron- 
' ment has been helpless and incapable in 
pre\ enting this. 

All over the country; there is a pres¬ 
sure on forest areas. In Maharashtra, the 
Kalsubhai flarishchandra sanctuary was 
’ reduced to build a pumping station. In 
■ 1995, the (lujarat government reduced 322 
I sq km of the Narayan Sarovar sanctuary 
: to allow' a cement plant. In Himachal 
Pradesh,'the Darlaghat sanctuary was de¬ 
stroyed to put up another cement plant In 
Madhya Pradesh, the sandstone mines 
: were allowed in the Panna Tiger Reserve 
and an irrigation project threatened the 
Sitanadi sanctuary. In Karwar, Karnataka, 
i 40,000 trees W'ere felled to put up a dam 
and a nuclear plant. 

In all these cases. State governments 
! take their own decisions and the Central 
government is unable to ka^p track of vio- 
, lations under the Forest (Conservation) 
. Act. There is a conflict at another level: the 
Ministry of Environment has to give clear¬ 
ance to development projects in the coiin- 
• try. But if it delays, it is accused to stalling 
the development process. 

There are other fallouts of the devel¬ 
opment process tcx). At the Gahirmatha 


! Beach in Orissa, the Oliver Ridley turtles 
I get entangled in the nets of illegal tr.iwl- 
I ers. The beach is a graveyard of the turtles 
I and since 1996-97, there has been no mass 
I nesting on the Orissa coast, as had been 
I done tor years. The Bhit<irkanika sanctu- 
I ary has faced threat from new settlements 
' in the area. In Siriska in Raj.isthan, trucks 
1 often run down tigers and leopards, while 
in Dudhwa in L'ttar Pradesh, trains In-- 
quently crush tigers, cats and even el- 
I ephants. 

Most ot these animals f.ice extinition 
i iveause of the development [>rocess, as .iKo 
the widespread poaching and hunting 
Elephants are poached for their tusks. 

I Other animals being decimated today a'e 
the Nilgiri Tahr, Swamp Deer, the (iieat 
Indian Bustard and tire Flangul Along w'iih 
, them, there may be countless other species 
j we do not know' about. Project Tiger did 
! bring a halt to tiger poaching, though it 
i still reportedly continues. It is estimated 
i that then^ are |ust 2,500 tigers alive today. 

; Only 1,500 of the one-horned rhinos are 
left; it is killed for its horn, which is bt'- 
; lieved to enhance sexual power. 

Anotlicr thmat comes from insurgency, 
rebels and’Naxaiites. A law imto Ihem- 
j seh’es, termrists have no qualms about 
! human life, leave alone animals Some 
• sanctuaries, like Manas in Bihar, Srisailam 
in Andhra and Indravati in Madhya 
I Pradesh, are said to be out of control. 

I Unlimited carnage 

i 

T here are, no doubt, laws to. prevent 
this destruction. The Wildlife (Protec- 
i lion) Act lays dow'n strict punishment for 
! hunters and poachers. We also have a 
' National Forest Policy, as well as. 0 Forest 
j (Conservation) Act. But if a Wgh profile 
i hunting party consisting of Salriian Khan 
j and his actress friends were ablej:p,kill en- 
I dangered animals without fear^^ji^n well 










I MahaiisM Institute of 

Bangalore, Chennai, Hyderabad, Lucknow, Maharishi Nagar (near Delhi) 

^,'V 

in collaboration with 

M Maharishi University of Management, U.S.A. 

Offers 


Maharishi Mahcsh Yogi If 

Fttundcr ol MuhanJihi Univcrsitieji, AX 

Ciillcgei «tiiJ InsUuilcs of Mana^- 
menu Mahanshi Vcdic Univerallicx: 

Mjh^xht Ayurvedic Umvcnitics 
ttiid Mahuniihi C^n lliiivcrxity 
throughiuil the work!. 

Applications are now being accepted 
for a full-time International MBA of¬ 
fered in India at our five Maharishi 
Institute of Management campuses in 
collaboration with Maharishi Univer¬ 
sity of Management, USA. 

MIM (India) 

Maharishi Institute of Management has 
been established in India under the auspices 
of Maharishi Shiksha Sansthan. which 
administers over 200 Maharishi Vidya 
Mandir schools in 14 states, with over 
70,000 students throughout the country. 
Maharishi Institute of Management had 
entered into an agreement with Maharishi 
University of Management, USA, to make 
the MBA degree programme available to 
students and working managers in India. 
MUM (U.S.A.) 

Maharishi University of Management 
(MUM) is accredited through to the Ph.D. 
level by the North Central Association of 
Colleges and Schools, the oldest and largest 
accrediting organization in the United 
States. 

MUM has students from over 70 countries. 
The faculty include internationally recog¬ 
nized scholars who hold degrees Irom 
prestigious universities. Graduates of 
MUM hold key positions in all sectors of 
business and government. 

Two-Year Degree Programme 
Students, after successfully completing the 
first year of their studies at Maharishi In.sti- 
tute of Management, have the opportunity 
to transfer to Maltarishi University of 
Management’s campus in the United States 


INTERNATIONAL MBA 

( 1999 - 2001 ) 


and continue their MBA studies or they 
may remain in India and continue their 
full-time classroom studies at one of 
MIM’s locations. 

Master of Business Administration (MBA) 
degree will be awarded by Maharishi 
University of Management, U.S.A., to the 
graduating students upon successful com¬ 
pletion of all requirements. 

Faculty 

Our faculty is exceptionally talented, 
iiualined, and multicultural—Indian, 
American, and Ouropcan—a perfect mix 
for today’s Global Economy. 

Maharishi Master Managers 
Ours is not just another MBA programme. 
This is based upon more than 500 scicntiHc 
researches at over 200 universities and 
research institutions in 32 countries, pub¬ 
lished in leading research journals. Our 
students are provided with the best of 
learning envinmment and methodology. 
They master the latest of management con¬ 
cept and principles by studying Human 
Resource Management, Finance and Ac¬ 
counting, Strategy, Marketing Manage¬ 
ment, Management Informiition System, 
International Business etc. These courses, 
blended with the practice of Transcendental 
Meditation, development of Creative Intcl- 
lipnce, and expertise in Maharishi’s Vcdic 
Management equips our students to be the 
world class managers. 

MIM creates managers who combine the 
best of the East and the West. They arc 
highly sophisticated state-of-the-art Man¬ 
agers with deep insight and excellent 


foresight, they can understand and foresee 
minutest details of the organisation and can 
adapt and adjust under any condition with 
remarkable ea.se. 

Eligibility for Admission 

Bachelor’s Degree in any discipline from 
any recognized university with a minimum 
of 50% marks in the aggregate. 

Selection will be on merit basis after an 
entrance test followed by personal inter¬ 
view. Entrance Examinatioa is .sched¬ 
uled for January 23,19V9. 

Campu.s 

Students may choose from campuses in 
Bangalore, Chennai, Hyderabad, Lucknow 
and Maharishi Nagar (Noida). These first 
rate infrastnictures inspire learning—well- 
stocked libraries, replete with a vast collec¬ 
tion of business video presentations; .state- 
of-the-art computer labs; access to the 
world's on-line re.sourccs through the 
internet; and Video conference facilities. 

Placement 

With the succe.ssful final placements of 
students of previous batches in corporates, 
trade, and industry—our track record 
speaks for itself. Maharishi Institute of 
Management placement bureau will help 
students m choosing the best jxissiblc 
career opportunities in India and abroad. 

Application Procedure 
Prospectus and application forms can be 
obtained for Rs. 300/- cash from any 
campus or by sending a non-refundable 
demand draft payable to Maharishi 
Institute of Management at New Delhi, 
by 31st December, 1998. 


TEST CENTRE: Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Bhopal, Bhubaneshwar, Calcutta, Chandigarh, Chennai, Delhi, Guwahati, Hyderabad. Jaipur, Lucknow, 
Mumbai, Patna, Port Blair, Ranchi, Tmivannathapumm and Vishakhapamam. INTERVIEW CENTRE: Bangalore, Bhopal, Calcutta, (hiennai, Delhi, 
Hyderabad, Lucknow and Mumbai (we reserve the :ighl to change or drop any centre). 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


be imagined l>ow difficult it is to control the 
poacher. The forest departments are with¬ 
out funds and commitment, and frequently 
bend over backwards to accommodate the 
hunt for political leaders and the rich. That 
is why the carnage continues. 

The situation is not limited to India. 
The world over, species are being deci¬ 
mated. Fewer than 150 Baiji Dolphins exist 
today in the Yangtze River of Chii\a and 
may soon be extinct, a victim of pollution 
ancl indiscriminate fishing. The Sumatran 
rhinoceros has been killed for its horn, 
fewer than 500 survive today. The giant 
panda of China suffers the same fate. 

The destruction of biodiversity—wild¬ 
life and plants—is the greatest now since 
'the end of the Mesozoic era 65 million years 
ago, when giant meteorites are believed to 
have hit the earth. The earth's atmosphere 
was so fouled that dinosaius, along with 
other life forms, became extinct. We arc now' 
in the Cenzoic era and the next century may 
well be the Eremozoic era, or the Age of 
Loneliness. Considering the fact that it took 
10 million years to reach the pre-disaster 
levels of diversity, the harm inflicted on the 
planet is greater than we can imagine. 

What arc the consequences? Lor one, 
the human race depends on ecosystems to 
clean the environment and for food. The 
greater the number of species in an ecosys¬ 
tem, the liigher is its productivity and its 
ability to withstand droughts. The wild has 
given a number of medicines w’hich arc 
used widely today; the question is whether 
we will have the resources for the 21st cen¬ 
tury medicine. Clearly, the human race is 
following a path which is greatly harmful 
for itself. 

What can be done 

T he task of protecting wildlife and for¬ 
ests has to be three fold. First, if the 
demand for animal products is curtailed, 
animals would not be hunted or poached. 
The ban on ivory' trade and on furs has 
reduced the pressure on animals to a great 
extent. If the educated elite control their 
desire of exotic meat, poaching would come 
down by itself. Similarly, if Viagra and simi¬ 
lar potency drugs were openly available in 
India, poaching of rhinos and tigers would 
stop, because it is believed that consuming 


j body parts of these animals will increase 
j potency. 

I The solution certainly does not lie in 
I stricter laws, because implementation is 
' usually weak. Another way is to empower 
I local communities to look after their envi- 
j ronment. Communities like Bishnois pro- 
j tect animals and this is the underlying faith 
of others as well. India, thus, needs to re- 
! mforcc its tradition, which is getting eroded 
by modem thinking. Because of govern¬ 
ment control, everyone looks to the gov- 
I ernment to protect animals, which needs 
j to be curtailed. The Ministry of Environ- 
I ment should be disbanded as it is usually 
! a helpless bystander as the natural wealth 
j of the country is being plundered. 


Finally, the activities of NGOs and 
voluntary orgaiusations needs to be con¬ 
trolled. Such organisations merely publish 
magazines, thinking that pretty pictures will 
stop the poacher. This is too naive. On the 
other hand, when voluntary organisations 
protest about everything, it gives rise to the 
charge of "eco-terrorism". They are seen to 
be standing in way of development. Hypo¬ 
critical voluntary organisatiorvs deserve to 
be bamred, since tliey are turning people 
away from the real issues. 

There is little doubt that saving ani¬ 
mals is in the interest of long term sur¬ 
vival of the human race. Whether we act 
now or let our natural wealth go waste, is 
in our hands. 


Killers of the Wild 

Who are the enemies of wild animals? Can education and awareness help, as 
believed by the government and NGOs? 

If we look at the demand for meat of exotic animals and products obtained 
from them, we find that it is the educated and the rich who fuel demand. Actor 
Salman Khan, who was allegedly caught shooting blackbucks and then slitting 
j their throats, represents the rich and powerful segment of society who either hunt 
themselves or pay for animal products. Poachers merely kill to meet the demand 
j existing in the market. 

j Ironically, these are the same people who go to elite schools and learn all 
I about living with animals and protecting them, which just goes to prove that it is 

j not just awareness, but morality, that is required. The hope for saving wildlife, thus, 

; lies in the villagers and the uneducated, who are looked down upon by most city 

j dwellers. In the latest case, it was the Bishnois of Rajasthan who came to the fore 

1 as they have done so earlier. They follow a sacred tradition of protecting trees and 

j animals, particularly deer. A State award has been Instituted in the memory of 

j Amrita Devi, a Bishnoi woman, who along with 362 others were killed trying to 

j protect their forests in 1730. 

I In deep contrast are the bureaucrats, local leaders and some army officers, 
who make public speeches and exhort others to protect wildlife, but think that 
j killing helpless animals is an act of heroism. Affluent city bred youth, who may not 

I have done an act of bravery in their lives, take to safaris and shoot animals at 

I random, trying somehow to prove their manhood. 

I It has been reported that parties of the elites in Delhi frequently serve the meat 

I of hunted animals; while in Chandigarh, the upper-end society exchange wild meat 
{ pickle as gifts. 

i The hope for protecting wildlife, thus does not lie in more education and 
I awareness. It does not lie in stricter laws because their implementation is poor. The 
answer is nurturing local traditions ttrat protect animals. The Bishnois have laid 
down their lives to protect wild animals. Similarly, other tribes in India have lived 
in harmony with the forests because their livelihood depends on it. The world over, 
it is being recognised that local customs can help save wildlife. 

All that the rich of the cities can do is to curb their desire for misplaced heroism 
and for exotic meat. Killing helpless animals is not bravery. Protecting them, per¬ 
haps, is. 
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1^ nstaiiesiiiient: Issues and ihinds 


The debate was triggered by the 
announcement of the Finance Minister during 
the budget speech that the Government equity 
in all the Central Public Sector Undertakings 
(PSUs) timid be brought down to 26 per cent. 
The Finance Minister also unveiled a new 
Voluntary Retirement Scheme (VRS) package 
which was more attractive than the previous 
one. The controversy generated by the 
disinvestment of Container Corporation of 
India (CONCOR) has also raked up several 
■ issues. The question is whether the piresent 
objective of generating revenue out of PSU 
disinvestment is sufficient enough to ensure 
systematic and planned disinwstment in near 
future? The answer to this question may not 
be in affirmative. To evolve a new and 
pragmatic policy, a fresh look at the entire 
process of disimvstment is necessary. At the 
same time, a new set of objectives of the process 
IS also required to be identified. 

Historical Perspective 

T he process of disinvestmenl of 
government equity was already in the 
pipeline since mid-eighties, when it was 
realised that several inherent short¬ 
comings in their functioning needs an 
input of privatisation, professionalism and 
independence in management. Rangarajan 
Committee, set up for evolving a 
disinvestment plan for the country, 
submitted its report in 1993, but the 
recommendations were not accepted by 
■ the Government. 

Subsequently, Rao government set up 
Ramakrishna Commission on disinvest¬ 
ment to iron out the procedure for 
disinvestment, bring transparency in the 
process and give specific recommen¬ 
dations on the disinvestment of PSUs 
specifically referred to it by the 
government. The Commission, whose 
recommendations are of advisory nature. 


has already submitted its reports but on 
many recommendations the government 
is yet to take a decision. 

Privatisation is a very broad term, and 
disinvestment is only one of the ways of 
privatisation. Disinvestment is an 
approach to transfer full or partial 
ownership from the government to private 
sector. In most of the PSUs, the Central 
government holds 100 per cent equity 
stake, but technically, any undertaking, 
in which the government has a stake of 
atleast 51 per cent is entitled to be 
designated as PSU and is subject to 
government control including the control 
of the parliamentary committees and 
Comptroller and Auditor General of India. 

Set up immediately after the 
independence, the existence of PSUs is the 
reflector of Indian economic system of a 
mixed economy. The main objectives 
behind setting up a large number of PSUs 
were employment generation, 
infrastructure development, balanced 
regional development and rapid economic 
development of the economy. Moreover, 
it was realised that the devastated Indian 
economy, affected severely by the second 
world war, ravages of partition and 
exploitation by foreign powers for 
centuries, needed active participation of 
the government in initiating rapid 
industrialisation. Accordingly, the 
government set up a strong public sector 
in the country, which included PSUs in 
strategic and core sectors, as well as in 
non-core sectors. Initial achievements of 
the public sector enterprises were 
outstanding and resulted in generating 
healthy competition, encouraging the 
increased private investment. 

But gradually it was realised that the 
public sector in its present form was no 
longer relevant to ^ needs of the day. 
Particularly in the non<ore sector, where 


the private investment was in plenty and 
the PSUs were facing stiff-competition, the 
government decided to withdraw from 
such operations and the idea of 
disinvestment came into practice. Initially, 
after 1991, disinvestment has been used 
as an option for the government to 
generate the revenue. Supported by the 
IMF and the World Bank, this process is 
also being used to attract foreign capital 
in the PSUs, alongwith modern 
technology. For last seven years the 
government has kept yearly estimates of 
the revenue to be generated. While the 
targets of disinvestment revenue during 
first three years were achieved, only 
around 5 per cent of the target was met in 
subsetiuent years. 

Outdated Procedure 

A S recommended by the Ramakrishna 
Commission on disinvestment, a set 
process of disinvestment has been 
followed by the government. Initially, the 
equity of only those PSUs was offered 
which were doing well and for which there 
were expected to be certain takers. But the 
process evolved and used so far has not 
allowed individual investors to hold 
equity stakes in the reUs. The equity 
shares have been offered in bulk, allowing 
only imtitutional buyers like Unit Trust 
of India (UTI) to purchase equity shares. 

At the beginning of the Ei^th Five 
Year Plan, there were 246 Public Sector 
Undertaking owned by the government 
of India, with a gross investment of Rs 
1,13,234 crore. Out of these, 236 were 
operational enterprises with an employed 
capital of Rs 1,01,702 crore and ert^iloyee 
strength of over 23 lakh. During 1990-91, 
as per the Eighth Plan docum^t, 131 
enterprises earned an overall n^piC^t of 
Rs 5731 crore and 109 suffer^ a’i^ loss 
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of Rs 3064 crore. During the same year, 
the percentage of net profit to the capital 
employed was just 2.33, while the same 
figure of gross profit to capital employed 
was 11.17 per cent. In addition, there are 
about 1100 State-level PSUs, with 
additional investment of over Rs 50,000 
crore. Since the profitability position of 
State-le\ cl I’SUs is worse tlrnn the Central 
rSUs, in general, several State 
governments have also decided to 
disinvest their equity out of such 
enterprises. 

the above position as w'ell as 
performance of the PSUs spell out the case 
for disinvestment very strongly. With the 
present government advocating boldly the 
cause of disiiwestment, signals have gone 
to the industry that the process is 
imminent and irreversible. In October 
1998, the government has listed 20 more 
PSUs for disinvestment to meet the 
budgetary target of raising Rs 5000 crore 
by way of disinvestment. The PSUs listed 
include the Shipping Corporation of India, 
Hotel Corporation of India, Pawan Hans, 
IPCL and IBP. Earlier, major PSUs like 
GAIL, IOC and VSNL were cleared for 
disinvestment. 

Recently, the rough weather faced 
while deciding the disinvestment of 
CONCOK has raised doubts about the 
• present system and procedure of 
disinvestment being followed. The 
government has also realised that it is more 
profitable to offer shares to general public, 
for rapid disinvestment, as well as for 
achieving the real objectives and rationale 
behind this process. Indications have 
already been given by the Finance Minister 
to switch over to this system, 
notwithstanding the resistance to this idea 
from the Disinvestment Conunission. The 
Finance Minister has gone one step ahead 
by announcing that not only equity would 
be offered to the general public, but also 
that the employees of the PSUs would be 
offered equity ^ares at a concessional rate. 
The Finance Minister has also announced 
that the disinvestment proceeds wouid not 
be used to meet the fiscal deficit but would 
be utilised to restructure the enterprises 
that have not done well. This would help 
them to secure a good price for their scrips 
While disinvesting at a future date. 
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Future Strategy 

O NE of the broader goals of PSU 
disinvestment was to corporatise the 
PSUs and allow them to work as 
professionally managed enterprises. 
But, the current policy of dis¬ 
investment has not been able to achieve 
this goal. Moreover, disinvestment of 
various PSUs is taking place in a piece¬ 
meal manner. The only objective which 
seems to have been met is the generation 
of revenue for the government. Neither 
the professionalism could be introduced 
nor independence of work could be 
secured. The government is aware of this 
problem and several options arc being 
examined. 

One of the options in this regard was 
mooted recently by the Finance &cretary 
Vijay Kelkar, when he advocated setting 
up of Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) to 
bear the burden of PSU disinvestment 
plan. This aim is to be achieved by setting 
up a mutual fund. This mutual fund is 
proposed to take over all government 
holdings in 17 profitable PSUs, in excess 
of 49 per cent, and later, when the stock 
markets pick up, retail these shares to the 
public. Tlie SPV would be created by 51 
per cent of the shareholding, which would 
take PSUs out of the definition of public 
sector. This would give more autonomy 
to these enterprises and introduce 
professional attitude. In turn, their surplus 
funds can earn them higher profits from 
the mutual fund. 

The proposal is not devoid of 
problems. Several experts feel that such 
transfer to SPV would attract capital gains 
tax initially and, subsequently, the income 
tax on the dividends declared and profits 
earned. Moreover, sections opposing the 
move plead that though the government 
would have 49 per cent stake, it would 
have no control, as the PSUs would no 
longer be accountable to the government, 
and would also be out of the purview of 
the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC). 
Despite the fact that it is proposed to ask 
the Disinvestment CommiMion Chief to 
head the SPV, the Commission has 
opposed such a move. The financial 
institutions are also not certain about the 
viability of the proposal. These institutions 


also fear that they may be forced to buy 
the stocks of PSUs, which, they 
apprehend, are risky equities. 

The proposal is not without merits 
either. The talk of accountability to 
government can be explained by quoting 
the example of private companies where 
the promoters hold around 25 per rent 
of the equit)'. Moreo\er Rs 5^00 crore 
strong mutual fund would certainly 
benefit the holding banks and financial 
institutions when the sharemarket takes 
an upswing. State Bank of India and 
Industrial Development Bank of India 
have already shown their keenness to be 
part of such a proposal. It also means 
that at a time when stock markets are 
bearish, the government is not willing to 
sell the shares to the general public at a 
lower rate, whereas share in bulk to the 
financial institutions and banks arc being 
offered. Hence, the sincerity of the 
statements of the Finance Minister to 
offer the PSU shares to general public at 
discount is in serious doubt. 

Whatever is the strategy for future, 
disinvestment of equity from most of tlie 
PSUs is imminent during the next few 
years. This would certainly change the 
industrial scenario in the country. Most 
directly affected segment of the 
population would be 23 lakh employees 
of the Central PSUs and almost the same 
number in the State-level PSUs. 

There is a lot of uncertainly about 
their future. While some of them may be 
retained even under the changed scenario, 
many would have to look for an alternate 
job. This is the reason that stiffest 
opposition to the policy of PSU 
disinvestment has come from trade 
unions. In his 1998 budget speech, the 
Finance Minister had announced a more 
liberal voluntary retirement scheme. But 
even that scheme was not found to be 
attractive enough to appeal to the trade 
unions and the government has 
formulated a much more attractive 
proposal on the lines of the one introduced 
by the Gujarat Government. If the 
disinvestment process is to be made 
smooth, the government would have to 
ensure minimum resistance from tlie PSU 
employees and evolve future strategies 
accordingly. 







Getting Connected—The Indian Story 


Thii Month's URL Ust 
Coroon 

http://www.caroerincll8.oom 
A fairly comprehensive site on 
career opportunities. 


entertainment: 

hlip'//www.elliabeth-themovie.com 
The first internatiorialiy acclaimed 
film of Shekhar Kapur. And a very 
well laid out site, 

Corporatet 

http7/www.lbm.com 

You mean you haven’t seen this 

one yet?ll 


iiHfian: 

ht^://www.homelndla,com 
The Most Useful Indian Site of the 
Year award winner. 

Otrtraoeotfit 

ht|p:/A^.1ncBawww.cofn/muoh- 

har*' 

India’s 8f«( paanwaia on Me webtl 


I nternet connectivity for the genera! public is 
quite new in India. Although networks such 
as Ernet and NIC have been in operation for 
quite a few years now, but access to them was not 
available to you or us. 

What is the Internet connectivity scenario in 
India now? How do you get connected to the 
Internet if you want to? These are some of the 
questions which we will kx»k at now. 


Gettine Hooked! 

H ow does anyone get connected to the 
rnlerncl? As we have seen, the Internet is 
nothing but a giant network of net¬ 
works. In order to beci'me part of this gigantic 
network, all you need to do is get connected to 
any computer which is connected to the Internet. 
There are .special computers dedicated purely for 
the purpose of providing access to others for the 
Internet, and these are called Internet Gateway.s, 
.'.r Routers. So if you want to get hooked, you 
need to find a gateway closest to you. ^ 

For big companies and institufions, it is 
much cheaper to set up their own gateways and 
link the gateway to some other gateway through 
a dedicated link. But for an individual or home 
user, this is indeed a very expensive proposition. 
So the most popular solution for individuals 
is to gel connected to the nearest gateway 
through a phone line. Yes, the same phone 
line through which you talk. All you need to 
do is put a special device between the com¬ 
puter and the phone line, called the modem, 
and you are in business!! 

So far, so good. But where would you locate 
the nearest gateway? This is where lies the rub! 
All gateways for public Internet accc.ss in India 
are controlled by the government owned 
monopoly, VSNL, (Videsh Sanchar Nigam 
Limited). VSNL have their own gateways (also 
loosely, and not entirely correctly, referred to as 
Internet servers) in various cities across the coun¬ 
try, either directly or through DoT (Department 
of Telecommunications—The telephone service 
provider in your city—another monopoly of the 
Indian Government). So in case you want con¬ 
nected, you need to contact either VSNL or DoT, 
in your city, fill in the application form in dupli¬ 
cate, which is available for Rs. 50.00 and then 
along with the filled form, submit a demand 
draft for the requisite amount. This amount 
depends upon how many hours of access you 
want to purchase. You can purchase access in lots 


of 100 hours, 250 hours or 500 hours for Rs. .3,000, 
Rs. 6,000, and Rs. 10,000 respectively. 

Private Operators 

T he recent announcement by the Indian 
Government to allow private ISPs (Internet 
Service Providers—the guys who provide 
you with Ihe gateways, like VSNL) to offer 
internet acce.ss to the general public, has caused 
a lot of hype and some very unrealistic expecta¬ 
tions. While it is quite probable that the service 
being offered by these iSPs might be .somewhat 
cheaper initially than VSNL's service, but don't 
hold your breath! Bandwidth costs in India are 
still among the highest in the world and as a 
result running an ISP operation would be a very 
expensive exercise for anyone. Moreover, the 
only cost of access for the user is not just the cost 
of the computer hardware and the Internet fee, 
but you also pay your regular phone tariff for the 
entire time you are connected. And on top of 
that, the phone system itself is nothing much to 
write home about. You could still end up with 
hung modems, false rings or engaged tones, even 
after you have managed to acquire everything 
else. 

But remember, you need much more than a 
modem to use the Internet effectively. The com- 
pi ter system which you require must be up to 
the required specifications. The ideal system 
would be an Apple Macintosh or a Pentium- 
based PC with about ,32 MB RAM (recommend¬ 
ed, though you can do with eVbn lesser) and a 
fairly fast hard drive. Also, invest m a good high¬ 
speed modem. It should have the speed rating of 
at least 28.8 kbps (kilo bits per second), if not 33.6 
kbps. Do not waste your money on 56 kbps 
now. Wail a few months for the 56 kbps 
standard wars to settle on a winner and then 
look for the right 56 kbps modem. We shall 
cover more details about selecting the prop¬ 
er modem and what these terminologies 
mean in a subsequent issue. 

However, the IT Task Force of the 
Government of India is apparently taking their 
job seriously enough and hope to come out with 
some practical policy initiatives to better the 
quality of Internet service as well as increa.se its 
availability. One of the goals of the Task Force is 
to provide Internet Access on a local dial-up line 
to all comers of the country, by the year 20()0!! A 
very laudable goal indeed, and one which they 
are well on the way to achieving. 
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Age has had its flme, 
Give Vhuih a Chance 


The old order yields to the neu>. That is the 
law of nature. Thou<fh the old feel that they kwe 
the benefit of experience, the yinmif are impa¬ 
tient to start their own lii>es, the way they want 
to. This has no doubt been the dilemma before 
every nrw jfeneration. This month we take up 
tlw age-old debate, which seems unfair from both 
sides. This topic has freipiently been asked in 
youth fi’stivals and in group discussions in many 
jiistitutes. 

Mr A Fricjids, let me begin the 
discussion with a small example. Do you 
watch the tele\'ision news? It comes as a 
contrast to the serials and advertisements, 
which are full of life and colour. Suddenly, 
the screen is transformed into a dull and 
drab W'orld, with tired and withered 
people playing petty games in die name 
of managing the nation. They are stuck 
with outdated ideas and cannot take a 
single decision on their own. The com¬ 
mon excuse of not doing anything is that 
"the system Ls like that". So nodung ever 
gets done. This suits the old leaders and 
bureaucrats, because dreir salaries and 
pensions are secured. We need fresh 
thinking, someone to take risks, somaine 
who can shake die slumlier that this 
country is in. What I am saying is that the 
young deserve a chance to try out their 
ideas and should not be suppressed the 
way that they are in India. It is time that 
the old retire gracefully rather than linger 
on, suppressing talent 

MrB What you say is partly true. 
However, we cannot totally discount the 
value of old age. A person gathers so 
much wisdom and knowledge in life that 
it is in the interest of everybody to learn 
from him. That is why in India we have a 
tradition of respecting the elders. After all, 
you cannot deny that the young have not 
seen life. They may commit mistakes. 

What is the harm if we learn from the 
mistakes of others? Also, let us not forget 


I that many of the well-known discoveries 
j and inventions have bt'cn made by old 
j people. I don't lliink it makes sense to 
discard an old persons simply becau.se of 
; age. We can use their capability, which 
! they have learned over the years. 

; MrC You arc absolutely right i^ien 
i you say that we must not discard an old 
i person simply because of age. However, 

I there are three pmblems. First, an old 
person cannot do his activities well 
I beiause of failing health. Second, most 
' ('id people have set ideas and are 
unwilling to change. And third, tlu;y 
! block the avenues of the young. Times 
' have changed considerably. We cannot 
' keep doing things the way that we may 
have done 'll) or 40 years back. In fact, 

■ much of the thinking is simply outdated. 
For example, earlier we had protected 

I businesses and public sector monopolies 
which could make profits w'itliout doing 
' anything. Today, competition has in- 
I creased and if we acted like we did 

■ many years back, we will be driven to 

I ruin. Parents with outdated ideas often 
; ruin the lives of their young by forcing 
I them to accept careers which are no 
I longer valuable today. They refuse to 
: look at the changed realities. Thus, 
sticking to the past is hardly a virtue. 

MrD There are evidently two sides 
i of the question, but one cannot discard 
I old age like that. Take a look at some of 
the best achievements today. In the case 
1 of music, the best hits are delivered by 
' people who have many years of experi- 
. ence. Asha Bhonsle and Lata 
i Mangeshkar are examples. The new 
: breed of performers look silly and their 
' music fades out after a few months. In 
i acting, the all time favourite is Amitabh 
i Bachchan. In art, M.F. Hussain and 
. Satish Gujral are renowned artists. In all 
• fields, you see that age adds to a 


I person's performance. Youngsters* on the 
i other hand, arc inexperienced and often 
I lack insight. Ilieir creations are bubbly 
j no doubt, but it requires age to mature 
j their art. It is like wine: the longer it is 
[ kept, the belter it becomes. You are 
j saying that old age should give way to 
i the young. This means that when a 
person becomes good, he should mtire. 

Is that desirable? 

MrE Your thoughts are laudable, 
but in reality, things do not happen like 
that. Today, every position held bv an 
old person is at the cost of a young 
I person. Leave out the field ot creative 
; arts where one can do anything one 
, wants, and take a look at politiis or 
bureaucraev. We have recently seen 

, a 

i four siicce.ssive Prime Ministers: Rao, 

I Gowda, Gujral, and Vajpayee--all in 
' their advanced years. What did thev 
do for the coimtry? The first was 
involved in scandals of all kinds, while 
the other three have been bumbling 
and indecisive. They were so inter¬ 
ested in protecting the status quo that 
they did not take anv decision that the 
country needs. We have seen no new 
thinking in solving national problems. 
All they do is to appoint committees 
j and have meetings after meetings, 
j That is the reason that the country is 
at an absolute standstill. In bureau¬ 
cracy, take a look at how former Prasar 
Bharati chairman S.S. Gill worked. 
Instead of giving direction to the 
1 electronic media in the country, he got 
down to deciding which serials could 
be broadcast and what should be 
served at meetings. This is how old 
people operate. Devoid of new ideas, 
they want to keep flogging dead 
horses. Why not give youth a chance 
so that we can see some real action, 
something that India desperately 
needs? 
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Improve Your Memory and 
Use More of Your Mind Power 


For Success in Competitions. (»iott/>9opiouMoniyio%.) 





])ear friend. 

My name is Raj Bapiia. I want lo tell you some 
ideas from my new surprisingly powerful course 
"Kaj Bapna's Mind Power Study Itehniques.' 

Why Use Osiy 10% Miad Power 

Yogis have always known that each person's mind 
is very powerful. The scientists now say that most 
people use only 10% of their mind power, lliat 
iipio 90% of mind power remains hidden and 
unused 

My course leaches you to use pan of tliis 90% to 
'.luily better, to improve your incmoiy, and to get 
success in your exam and competition 
Surprising But True 

('unsider this You have been learning many 
subjects in schools or colleges for 10, or 12, or 
iiioic years It is surprising that they do not spend 
even 1 hour lo teach you how to use more of ytxir 
iiiiiul power for success. 

My powerful, result-oriented course will liefp you 
Ml everything you want to study. English, Phydcs, 
Aecounliiig, History, etc and for IAS, TOd'T, HT, 
ilnurd Exams. Pt>. Bank. IJPSC SSC, CA, CS, 

eti 

Can't Make You Superman. No Magic. 

I want to make it clear that my course cannot 
make you a superman or give you success by magic 
if you do IKK work hard 

What niy course can do is to help you discover 
the hidden talents and natural abilities of your mind 
such as reading faster and remembering more in less 
lime 

I guarantee that myi course will helj) you towards 
success if you are a sincere and ambitious student 
who studies average or more, is different, and 
seriously wants to get success. Both toppers and 
ordinary .students will greatly beiieni. 

Just as a strong foundation help.s to build a good 
building, tills course helps you lo make the best use 
oi your hard work and siudyingfcoachiiig. 

Iinprov* Your Memory Qeickly 

You will learn many easy techniques to improve 
your memory m tiiis course Let me give brief 
sunnuary of two such techniques lierc 

Teclmique 1 The brain has two memory stores; 
short term and long-term Research shows that 
without revision, after 24 hours we tcmembei tmly 
18%. After 1 month only 5%- It clearly shows that 
we must revise. But, most students do not revise 
systematically, so much of their hard work is 
wasted I teach you the powerful techniques 
'Systematic Revision' and "Daily Routine" so that 
you can revise and remember more in less time. 

Technique 2: Scientific research has proved that 
for better memory, we shoutd take rest and not 
.study continuously for hours. Ybu will learn my 
technique "Rest Routine" lo get maximum benefit 
I'lum the rest This technique relaxes you, changes 
your brain waves, and puts you in a "learning state" 

Regd Foster to Revise Foster 

Everyone can learn to read and understand 300, 
300 or more words per minute. But. many of us 
read only about 100 words per minute. My "Fitter 
Technique" will double your speed in 60 minutes. 

Ybu may read slowly for these rcudons; (1) If you 
read aloud or move lijM (2) If you hear sounds in 
your mind (3) If you read one word at a glance 
rather than reading many words (4) If, without 
beii^ aware, you read some words qgain and again. 

litis course will help you to overcome these 
habits The best use of reading faster is not to study 
new cheers for the first lime, but to revise again 
and i^ain quickly so that you can remember more in 
less time. 

What Will Yo« Laani 

My course helps you in these Critical Success 
factors; 1. Good iiKrcase in your memory & 
concentration 2. Your efloctivenessto read faster 
and learn will increase greatly 3. Increase in your 
ability to study longer without getting tired (body or 


CaaYaaAaswar "X 
' These Qaastioos ' 

• For batter memoiy, should you study 
earty in morning or lata m night? 

• For batter memory, should you read fast 
or slow? Should you study continu¬ 
ously or take rest? 

• Oo examiners give you more marks if 
you wrrte more pages? 

• Which vitamins can help your brain to 
function better and to improve your IQ? 

• For hbw many hours must you sleep? 

C IS it good for your IQ lo eat just before > 
an exam? y 


Oer Stvdeat Sets 
All India Memory Record 

Our student Rajiv Chaudhary has 
recently set a memory record 
(Limca Book of Records) 

In interviews to many newspapers 
he said. "The secrets of my newly developed memoiy 
are postal courses Mind Rower Study Techniques and 
Mind Power Music from the Mind Power Research 
institute. Udaipur.' 

Bafbre Joining our courses, ha was an ordinary 
studant and seorad only 52.3% hi High School Exam 
Ask voureelf . If this course can help someone to set 
a new memory record, can It also help you to improve 
memory and usa more mhid power lor success? 

What News|iapan, Magazines Say 

•’Simple, effective, practical techniques lo Improve over¬ 
all Intelligence and mind power Even average student 
can aasilY understand." - Timn oi indn 

•Towerfiil. practical, easy It will help aH students, bank 
officials and others appearing for test, exams and inter- 

VI8W8 " > Indian Bariltt'AaMCHtionBultetin 

What Stadents Say 

•’Your course helped me to win GDLD MEDAL In AMIE 
exam, it has been of Immense help to me" 

--Harsil VaiiJhan Khanna Gun* 

VI topped DAV College Chandlgaih I increased my 
reading speed from 303 lo 1000 words per minute * 

—Sanictav Omtl. ftnclAula. Haiyana 

•"Very useful for my BSc and ICWA exams Within a sin¬ 
gle day, I increased my reading speed from 275 lo 455 
words per minute* -S, Javapokuh Madnn. IN 

•"I am very happy lo Inform you that my son Ravi 
Anand Increased his reading spaed from 228 to suipns- 
Ingly high 1818 words per minute Thank you for your 
course." . Di M t Stnol<. ms ryaSuigeon Bihai 

•'Unbelievably. 1 improved my reading speed from 75 to 
200 words per minute My son (In class 4) Improved 
his memoiy. He also improved his reading speed from 
45 to 100." — PfOl M Bhatnaga^ PI'b Fornwly mi USA 

•'I worked hard according to your techniques and im¬ 
proved. My parents are very happy. I had never be¬ 
fore got dislinclion, but now I got 78% in Maths and 
80% hi Sdenca." _ - Hantai Kumar Naaili. MS 

mind) or feeling sleepy 4 . You will experience that 
you are capable of achieving much more success 
than you currently do (even if you arc already very 
good) 5. Enhance your intelligence 6. Improve 
writing, spelling, interview skills 7. Learn exam 
secrets to get more marks for what you have studied 
S. Avoid big mistakes that can cause failure 
You Will Also Leam These 
1. Some mafor mistakes of exam days & how to 
avoid them 2. More techniques for improving 
memory, concentration, and intelligence 3. How to 
use time in the cla.ssroom for success 4. Mind maps: 
new scientific way to take notes 5. Program yourself 
for success using the powo' of beliefo, imagination, 
and Neuro Linguistic Programming 6. Advanced 
memory techniques to remember long sequences, 
spelling, and complicated things 7. Interview 
i^niques for self-confidence & success 8, How 
examiners correct answer papers, and how to use 
this knowledge to get more marks 9. Mega- 


Rio-Data 

• BE, BITS PHani. M Tech, IIT Kharagpur. NTSE 
scholar Rank 5 Raj School Board. 

•Wbrid-famous author. I published 3 computer books 
In USA Including a best selling "MS-DOS Masters." 
•My first job as an engineer paid only Re 1000 pec 
MONTH. Just 7 years later, I earned 50 dollars per 
HOUR m USA as computer expert and writer 
•At the peak of success. I left USA to do something hi 
our own country. Now. I spend my full time at the 
"Mind Power Research Institute.' 

• I also learnt French. Sanskrit, Karate. Breaking 
wooden board by hand, many Meditations, etc 

• Expert: Computers, English, Mind Power, Study Tech¬ 
niques Was a member of 'Society for Accelerated 
Learning S Teaching. USA'. 

vitamins can increase your intelligence during 
exam-days 10. How for 2 types of questions, you can 
gel more marks. 

Topper's Unlaue Course 
Combines Best of USA and India 

This unique course cumbine.s 5000 year old Indian 
tecliniqucs with the latest scicntiiic discovencs ui biain 
lesearch, nuttilion, jisychology, and music in America 
and other countries. This course ts tyo tected ^ th e 
Copyrig ht Law so nobody can copy mu materiu. 

I Miad Power Masic lor laaratag 

Our cassette has music and sounds from nature (nver, 
birds) aiK^e subliminal messages (or Hidden- 
Messages"') in this music bypass your conscious imnd, 
go 10 your subconscious mind lo help you. 

Now a resesBxh paper , as pan of Hi D work in the 
Deparunent of Psycnology. Sukhadia University, has 
academically proved that this music signifkamiy helps 
in learnmg/creativicy and that it is as effective as mind 
maclunes. (Dr Thomas Budynsici had found that miixl 
Iroachines increase IQ and gradea/marks in school/eaanO 

60-DAY MONEY-BACK 

GUARANTEE 

I am l(X)% sure dial you will benefit greatly fiom my 
cw rse, so I offer you this unique guarantee: 

If you are not IW% sasufied with the couiae (code 
805), simply return it so that it must reach us within 60 
days of despatch from our office, and you get refund of 
your amount (minus Rs 40 for postAhiuidling) by MO. 
No questions asked-you be the judge. 

This IS more Uuui enough ume tolienefil. Actually 
maiiy sludcnu benefit on the first day they gee the 
course. And most bencfil within I or 2 weeks. With the 
course, TaLso send a green poster of Bapna's Optica! 
Illusion''' Technique for Concetaraiion which was 
inspired by SOOO ycac old symbol of India called Sri 
Hultra. Even if you return the course for money-back, 
please keep this amaeing poster as my free gift. 

You Decldo ... 

It IS up lo you now. Ybu can turn this page as if you 
did not even read n. or you can decide lo join Ibis 
course to benefit from my hard work and success. 


Discount Prices 


The discount prices this month are givoi below. 

Order now without delay to save and to bencfil sooner. 
Coure.N.n.;i 

Rr Ekpna*> Mwd ftowr S tudy Ta c^fnqu az courze 803 220*20 

MomofY Cmoonirailon eASMtio (code iQORe 
60*23)U(M Powof Muen book (o^ 400 R» 60*25) 111 83^25 

Civfibwod offer dtoow rf _ 

"Both OBuraeo abw o “ ‘ { 712 | 305*;M 

. HOWWORDiR 

This course is not sold in vlroo s because they do not 
give money-back grantee. Ikb send all courses by 
fogislered Post only. No VPP. To order today, go lo 
your bank or post office, and send full amount D. D. 
or M.O. in the name of M.P.R.I. U daip ur (Itol) to; 
Director, Mind Power Research Institute 
M-1. Mind Power Chambers, Sector 4 
Udaipur (Rajasthan) 313002 

LilFORTAIfr WriM In CAPlI/U. Mton your name, oddron. PIN, oourwccMte 
■I (1) bottom of MO form OR (2) bask otOrafLOo not unc IPO, TMO.ortata- 
oram OffefyaMtoronainonfhfromtbedatoofpublicaUonofthaad. AHowus 
T>3 waWn for ordaf proeaMV>g. delay poiibie Uda^XK JurwHchon onk^ TW* 
trademark Copynohi by MPRi 
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Mr A In bureaucracy and politics, 
the failings of old age become very 
evident indeed. But more tlian that, 1 
think that these fields have a built-in 
mechanism that make one close-minded 
as soon as one enters them. The young 
people in politics, such as members of 
the Youth Congress and the youth wings 
of other political parties, show no 
inclination towards nation-building. 

They are involved in scandals of various 
kinds and even ifcwndami. In the bureau¬ 
cracy, the moment a young person is 
recruited, he becomes entrapped in the 
spoils of power. It becomes his own 
interest to protect the system. Thus, we 
sc*e no new ideas ever. A buaMucrat is 
not interested to clean what is right 
under his nose for fear of rocking the 
boat and getting an unwanted transfer. 
So age has nothing to do with it. We 
should, thus, look at other fields. There, 
you see a lot of changes as yoimg pe<iple 
have taken chaise. Television is one 
thing. Indian movies are now produced 
just like Western movies because of 
infusion of youngsters, liven in the 
economy we find people taking risks 
and starting up new ideas becau.se 
young people are slowly taking over 
family empires. This sort of a thing is 
already happening. 

MrB It may be happening, but at a 
very slow pace. That is why the country 
is stuck. In any rase, you cannot leave 
out two important fields like politics and 
bureaucracy. Youth must be given a 
chance in these too. In the economy, 
family businesses may be transformed to 
some extent, but an average young 
person still cannot start a business 
without contacts. Can India produce a 
Bill Gates, who started a business from a 
garage of his home? The answer is no. 

We do have some successful people, but 
no original thinkers. Young people are 
systematically suppressed in this coun¬ 
try. They can do only what is accepted 
by society. The one difference between 
India and developed countries is that the 
yoimg are free to do what they want 
and that is the reason why their econo¬ 
mies are buoyant. On the other hand, we 
seek to deify old age through tradition 
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and culture. I am inclined to agree with 
the statement that culture is just a way 
to keep us poor and under-developed. I 
wish we could get rid of our cultural 
baggage and recognise the need of 
modern thinking, if we are to get ahead. 
Too much emphasis on age will only 
slow us down. 

MrC In India, instead of giving the 
young some re.sponsibility, parents keep 
treating them like children. You men¬ 
tioned about other countries and the 
difference is that the young are encour¬ 
aged there. They can earn early in life. 
This gives them responsibility and 
maturity. Here, we have so much free 
time that many of us do useless com¬ 
puter courses, or simply waste our time. 
In colleges and universities, we do 
nothing constructive. The energies of the 
youth are being wasted. I am not saying 
that we stop respecting old age, but that 
the youth 
.should be 
made more 
responsible. 

True, youth is 
an age of 
inexperience 
and young 
people will 
always make 
mistakes. But 
then, life is 
about learning 
from mistakes. 

Nobody can 
live life by 
proxy, as 
many elders 
want to do. 

Rather than 
control the 
lives of young 
people, they 

need to give mmm ^ mm, ,mm mm, • 

advice and act * Name. 

as friends. | Age. 

Mr D * AddrMS. 

That was a I. 

heated discus- |. 

Sion and it 

brought out I City.. 


many issues. Of course the debate is 
age-old and wc can go on and on. Every 
generation must have faced something 
like this. But we cannot say that old age 
is totally useless or that the young 
should take over the world. Bolh have 
roles to fulfil. Having said that, perhaps 
there is a need to utilise the enormous 
: power that we have in the young. India 
j has been ignoring this, partly because 
1 of our culture which unduly places too 
i much importance on old age and partly 
! on the system, that dLscourages anyone 
j from doing anything new. There is no 
j point suppressing the young. After all, 
i the future lies in the young. Together 
I with respect for old age, wc must 
! make an effort to give a chance to the 
I yt’KiS- 
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Franchisees 

In All Cities and Towns For 

• Spoken English with 

► Memory Improvement course 


UNIQUE BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 

Growing fast. Franchise centra all over India from Rajasthan to 
Assam and Kashmir to Tamil Nadu and Andaman & Nicobar. 
Exciting opportunity. Unexpected. Low investment. Good^neg 

Special offer now. Rs 8.000, get material 
and start closes. To get detailed, valuable 
business opportunity packet, mail or fax the 
coupon b«ow or write to: 

I Mind Power Research institiite 

M-1, Mind Power Chambers, Sector 4 
Udaipur (Raj.) 313002 0294-461213 <24 ho' 
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The essential M' in your media planning 

Media 2000 is a eomplete hitiidbook on advertising sources 
& is the only one of it*B kind suetching across the whole 
CQuntiy, covering mof« than 200 advertising media. 

It is your complete advertising sourcing directory, which on 
completing it's Ist successful year has come out even more 
toeathaustible with a huge Bgure of 10,893 listings of people 
dealing with various advertising sources 
Ir is thus a pladbrm for competitive pricing 8c best sourcing. 
SP what are you waiting fon call us now for your very personal 
edpy at iU. 595/- Pnfyor:tfyoo wisli to advertise. 



QuesOons on Social and 
teonondc Prabtoms 


Q. What do you understand by capi¬ 
tal formation? What is the significance 
of capital formation in Economic Devel¬ 
opment? 

Ans. The term capital formation is 
used both in a narrow sense and in a broad 
sense. In a narrow context, it refers to physi¬ 
cal capital stock which includes machines, 
machinery, etc. In a broader sense, it is taken 
to include non-physical capital or hunun 
resources consisting of public health, effi¬ 
ciency, craft, visible and invisible capital. 
According to Nurk.se, the meaning of capi¬ 
tal formation is that society does not sup¬ 
ply the whole of its productive activity to 
the needs and desires of immediate con¬ 
sumption, but directs a part of it to make 
capital goods, tools and instruments, ma¬ 
chines and transport facilitie.s, plant and 
equipment—all the various forms of real 
capital that can so greatly increase the ef¬ 
ficiency of productive effort. 

Capital formation or accumulation is 
regarded as one of the key factors in eco¬ 
nomic development of an economy. The 
pace of development is accelerated with 
fuller utilisation of available resources. It 
helps in economic development in various 
ways; First, it helps in formation of sound 
infra-structures. Capital formation pro¬ 
motes the establishment of social overheads 
and thus, the development of basic capital 
goods. Second, process of capital forma¬ 
tion makes possible the use of round-about 
or complex methods of production. This 
makes the division in different stages on 
the basis of modem techniques and pro¬ 
duction process, that leads to specializa¬ 
tion. This further helps in rapid growth of 
production. Third, it helps in nuiximum 
utilisation of natural resources. Fourth, 
capital formation plays an extraordinary 
role in the qualitative development of hu¬ 
man resources. Human capital formation 
depends on the people's education, train¬ 


ing, health, social and economic security, 
freedom and vyelfare facilities for which 
sufficient capital is needed. Fifth, capital 
formation creates overhead capital and 
necessary environment for economic de¬ 
velopment. This helps to instigate techni¬ 
cal progress which makes possible the use 
of more capital in tlie field of production 
and with increase of capital in produc¬ 
tion, the abstract form of capital changes. 
Sixth, higher rate of capital formation in 
a country means a higher rate of economic 
growth. Seventh, modern agricultural and 
industrial development needs adequate 
funds for adoption of latest mechanised 
techniques, input, setting of different 
heavy or light industries. The develop¬ 
ment of both these sectors is not possible 
without capital accumulation. Eighth, 
capital formation improves the conditions 
and methods for the production of a coun¬ 
try This could lead to increase in quan¬ 
tity of production which would possibly 
lead to rise in national income. Ninth, 
productivity would increase and available 
capital is utilized in a more profitable and 
extensive way. Thus, complicated tech¬ 
niques and methods are utilized for the 
economy and this could result in the ex¬ 
pansion of economic activities. Capital 
formation increases investment which ef¬ 
fects economic development in two ways. 
It increases the per capita income and en¬ 
hances the purchasing power which in 
turn creates more effective demand. Last, 
when capital formation is increased, pub¬ 
lic gets more facilities. Thus, the common 
man is more benefitted economically. 
Capital formation leads to unexpected 
increase in their productivity and income 
and improves their standard of living. 
This leads to improve the welfare of the 
people in general. 

Q. What are major causes of income 


inequalities in India? Name some mea¬ 
sures that the government has taken to 
curb the inequalities prevalent. 

Ans. There are various factors respon¬ 
sible for the phenomenon of income in¬ 
equalities in the country. These can be 
broadly grouped under the following four 
heads; 

(a) Growth factor; Strajigclv, one rea¬ 
son is the growth itself. As development 
proceeds, the earnings ot different gmiips 
rise differently. The incomes of (he upper 
income and middle income groups ri.se 
more rapidly than those of tire poor. This 

I happens especially in the early stages of 
i growth. The explanation lies in the shift of 
! population from agriculture, which is a 
I slow growing sector, to the modern, largely 
I iirdustrial sector, which grows more rap¬ 
idly This tendency is accentuated by many 
other factors also c.,'?. rising rural popula¬ 
tion, which keeps the earning depressed in 
the villages. As against thi.s, thqse who 
enter the modern .sector get larger .share of 
the rising income. 

(b) Highly unequal asset distribu¬ 
tion: Incomes arc derived from two main 
.sources, namely assets like land, cattle, 
shares, etc and labour. In IndLi, ^ fpw own 
a large chunk of income earning assets. 
Some others, who do not own, or. own a 
part of the assets they operate, organise 
finances through banks, cooperatiLves, etc 
and acquirc/hirc productive assetfj. For ex¬ 
ample, in the villages some have large 
operational holdings which consist of 
owned land and/or leased land from oth¬ 
ers. As against these few, an overwhelm¬ 
ing majority has little assets for earning. 
These inequalities enable the feyv, to get 
incomes in the form of tent, interest and 
profit. As these assets accumulate and pass 
from generation to generation, the earning 
capacity of these continuously increases. 
Nothing of that sort happens with the vast 
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masses. Such inequalities are to be found both in the urban and 
rural areas. 

(c) Inadequate employment generation: People at the bot¬ 
tom could raise their economic status and to an extent reduce 
the distance separating them from those at the top, if they could 
get work. In other words, if they did not possess adequate earn¬ 
ing assets, they could at least earn from their labour. But there 
too the situation is not favourable. For long, the increase in 
employment opportunities has remained less Aan the rise in the 
labour force. 

(d) Differential regional growth: Among the pour, a very 
great proportion lives in the poor/backwaid States/regions. This 
is the geographical facet of income inequalities for the country as 
a whole. VWthin the States, of course, there are inequalities, per¬ 
haps larger in the poorer States. Both these aspects are the out¬ 
come of the different growth rates of the States, with a few having 
grown at a fast rate, and many having lagged behind. Those grow¬ 
ing rapidly have performed well in agriculture or industries 
or in both. The slow growing States have little to show in 
either. 

As part of the objective of growth with social justice, govern¬ 
ment undertakes various measures to curb the evils of inequali¬ 
ties. These measures have encompassed personal distribution, as 
also its other aspects like urban rural inequalities and States/ 
regional disparities. These steps could be giouped under two broad 
groups, namely, those which are intended to level down incomes 
of the few at the top, and those which raise the income of the large 
many at the bottom. 

(A) Levelling Down: the government takes the following 
measures—one, the structure of taxation which has some progres¬ 
sive features; second, ineasures that aim to remove inequalities of 
concentration of wealth; three, the existence of public sector which 
is meant to keep a check on working of the private sector. 

(B) Levelling up: These are meant to raise the economic level 
of the have-nots e.g. various schemes pertaining to the transfer of 
lesources/assets/incomes to the poor i.e. distribution of surplus 
land under the policy of ceiling on land, subsidies etc, special 
programmes for employment. 

(C) Need for Income Policy: Although the above mentioned 
measures are helpful, these lack a perspective, givai by an 'in¬ 
come policy' which alone can provide the limits to which the 
levelling down and levelling up need to be carried out. In order 
that desirable inequalities (as incentives) renaain, the government 
needs to foUow an appropriate income policy which keeps foe 
ratio between foe hipest income and foe lowest income at a so¬ 
cially acceptable figure. 

Q. What is meant by economic development? Define and 
explain the concept 

Ans. For all practical purposes, it is difficult to define eco¬ 
nomic development At times, it is easier to say what economic 
development is not, rather than what it is. For one, it is not equal 
to foe total development of a society, it is only a part—or one 
dimension—of general, development Second, it is ^ wrong to 
equate economic development with eifoer "economic indepen- 


H /: 1: : 

YOU HAVE IT IN YOU! 


To Be a Coinmis.sioned Officer in 
Armed Forces, Central Police 
Organisation and Coast Guards 


./o/,v 

Alps Academy 



1 ^l<l. 


An Institute for Uniformed Services 
With a Record of Over 8 Thousand 
Successes in the Past Two Decades 


SSB INTERVIEWS 

& NDA/CDS/PO/HM 


SSB iNTERVIEWS 


NDA/CDS 


Hotel Management 


15 Days course starting on let 
and 16th of each month round 
the year. 

5 Courses a year Generally 
Preceeding tIPSC entrance 
exam. 


Entrance Exams and 
Interviews. 


Interviews and GO'S 


Personality 

Development 


On Appointment 


Director : LI,Col. KD Seg.Tn (Retd.) Cx Senior GTO (Posted 
Twice on Hie Panncis o( SSt3) 

Recipient of Chiol of Army SI.alt ft Commendation 
Card (or p' e p ,t r i n q N C C Cadets for S S B' s, 


FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES:- 
Write or Contact Mrs. R Segan (Psychologist) 
ALPS ACADEMY, CB-ISS, Ring Road. Nataina. 
New Delhi-110028 • PHONES : S6980S7, S698941 






IAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 



excised and bleeding vessels can be tackled with the help of 
these endoscopes. 

(c) DN A: DNA stands for Deoxyribonucleic Acid and was 
discovered in 195.3. Structurally, DNA resembles a long rope 
ladder twisted around like a cork-screw. DNA contain Adenine 
(A), Crytosine (C), Thymine (T) and (luanine (G), A pre-deter- 
mined arrangement tor these four partners suggests that they 
form the letters of a fixed code. These four letters of alphabets 
ronstitute, what is called the genetic code. The genetic code 
has numerous combinations and H.f. Muller has estimated that 
this number would be 256 followed by 2.4 billion /.eros. Ge¬ 
netic engineering is the name given to all the attempts at chang¬ 
ing the genetic code permanently by altering and manipulating 
the genes. More important of these attempts are called 
hybridisation of genes and this technique is called Re- 
Combinant DNA. This technique is being used widely for cre¬ 
ating more productive seeds and plants. At the same time, 
cloning is a technique used on humans recently, using these 
techniques. 

(d) Binary System: All the languages of computers are w'rit- 
ten and understood by a combination of 0 and 1 This combina¬ 
tion is called binary system. Zero and ones in their endless 
combinations reflect the binary system, on which all the comput¬ 
ers are based. A numerical system needs 10 digits from 0 to 9 
while in a binary only 0 and 1 are required. Under the binary 
system all ordinary arithmetic oj^rations are reduced to their sim¬ 
plest form. Thomas Hariot was the first one to use binary system 
of numeration, early in the seventeenth century. 

(e) LAN: Computer networks mean connecting of more than 
one computers for the purpose of communicating information 
from one to the other. With the popularity of Personal Comput¬ 
ers (PCs) increasing over the past two decades, Local Area Net¬ 
work (LAN) has assumed popularity by which a group of PCs 
can be interlinked. A LAN comprises of a group of desktop 
computers located in a close vicinity, linked through cable, al¬ 
lowing them common access to common computer resources 
Such computer network also allows sharing of information. 
Various industrial unit, corporate offices, administrative of¬ 
fices and warehouses etc benefit immensely from the facility of 
LAN, by linking all the computer terminals to a central com¬ 
puter station. 

Q. 3. What is Minimum Needs Programme? Also bring 
out inter-State variations in certain social development as¬ 
pects related to the MNP. 

Ans. Before the Fifth Five Year Plan, it was realised that the 
rural population, particularly the rural poor, lacked access to cer¬ 
tain items of social consumption which form an integral part of 
basic needs. Hence, MNP was introduced during the Fifth Five 
Year Plan, to fix certain national level norms with respect to eight 
items and within a given time frame, the norms were to be acliieved 
by all the State governments. Tliese eight components of MNP 
included elementary education, rural health, rural electrification, 
rural roads, rural housing, rural water supply, nutrition and envi- 
roiunental improvement of urban slums. During tire Sixth Plan, 


adult education was added as ninth item to the Programme. In 
the Seventh Plan, three more components of rural domestic en¬ 
ergy, rural sanitation and public distribution system were added, 
taking the number to 12. The MNP focuses mainly on those areas 
which, on the one hand, affect the basic needs of the rural poor; 
and, on the other, indirectly influence the income levels in the 
long run. 

Various targets and allwations have been kept during the 
five-year plans to achieve the targets under all the components 
and results achieved have been satisfactory, when viewed from 
the point of view of given budget allocation. But, when con¬ 
sidered in totality, the budget allocations for all these 
programmes have been very meagre and the achievements of 
MNP have not really been able to make a dent on the problems 
faced in rural areas. Also, considering the magnitude of prob¬ 
lems, extent of total area covered and the quantum of popula¬ 
tion served, the achievements appear to be grossly insufficient. 
For example, during the Seventh Five Year Plan, the total ex¬ 
penditure all the 12 components was just Rs 13,417 crore, which 
comes to about Rs 2683 crore every year. Considering the total 
number of States in which this amount was distributed and 
again sub-divided in all 12 components, the amount received 
for one year in one State for one particular component would 
come to a few lakh of rupees, except for elementary education 
and rural water supply, for which higher quantum of funds 
was made available. 

UNDP Human Development Report (HDR), 1998, has ex¬ 
posed the chinks in the armour of such programmes of Indian 
government. Despite the MNP being implemented for the last 
about two decades, adult literacy rate in India is as low as 37.7 
per cent among the females and 65.5 per cent among males. 
Moreover, gross enrolment in first to third classes was as low as 
46.5 per cent for females and 60 per cent for male children. On 
the basis of several socio-economic indicators, including the 
above, India has been assigned a rank of poor 139th among 178 
nations considered. 

MNP has also brought to the fore several inter-State varia¬ 
tions with respect to different components. To quote a few ex¬ 
amples, literacy rate is over 90 per cent in Kerala while it is as 
low as around 40 per cent in Bihar and Rajasthan, with ail India 
average around 55 per cent. Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) also has 
wide variations and ranges between 26 per thousand in Kerala 
to 135 per thousand in Uttar Pradesh. Similarly, birth rate is as 
low as 19.4 per thousand in Goa while the same is around 39 per 
thousand in Uttar Pradesh. Hence, under such a scenario, it is 
wrong to include various components centrally at the Union 
government level. Moreover, all the States have their specific 
problems and they need funding accordingly. Uniform pattern 
of funding by the Centre and unilateral decision about the pri¬ 
orities for the State governments can not solve the*problems of 
the States. For example, Kerala does not need higher allocations 
for elementary education and Himachal Pradesh may need more 
funds for construction of roads in the rural areas. Hence, the 
Centre should only provide total amount of funds, leaving the 
sectoral allocation to the States. 
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CAREER 


MasierinCoiiiiiiiier 

Applicaiioiis 


With the boom in the computer sofhvore 
industry, demand for computer profcssioiuik 
has increased manifold. People in software 
tell of fabulous success stories, as firms have 
been poaching on each other's professionals, 
offering tremendous salaries. There is great 
demand abroad too, and many software 
professionals have been sent abroad, earning 
phenomenal amounts. This feature explains 
why this has happened, as well as future 
prospects of the career. It also explains how 
to get admission and which are the institutes 
that offer the MCA degree. 


One of the careers which fus 
gained importance in the last tew 
years is the Master of Computer 
Applications (MCA) and its 
junior cousin, the Bachelor of 
Computer Applications (BCA). 

All over India there is a craze to 
get into them, the demand being 
fuelled by the phenomenal 
growth of the software industry. 

In fact, in these times of an 
economic slowdown, software is 
one sector which has gone 
against trends, registering a good 
growth rate. 

The reasons for this growth are three: 
iirst-many foreign cornpanies are Irviking 
at India for trained but cheap manpower. 
An Indian software engineer, for example, 
can beSmployed at a lower salary in dollar 
fc?lrtli. TK6 SlunSTViay Sound huge in rupee 


toot; pstlQ 'lolin American or turdpSanT 
Seconar fRi" aeveiopment oT 
communications has made working from 
the country feasible. An American 
company just needs to e-mail its problem 
•to its counterpart in Bangalore. Indian 
enginfeers work on it while America sleeps 
and when offices there open the next day, 
the Arhericans have the solution right on 
their desktop. Third and perhaps more 


important, is the explosion of companies 
seeking solutions to the Y2K bug. As we have 
already explained (The Compeithon Master, 
Deceniber 98), this is not one bug but is spread 
in millions of computers world-wide. There 
is a scramble to solve the problem before 
January 1,2(XX). As the dearffine approaches, 
the demand forprofessionals and their salaries 
keeps increasing. 

Aptitude: A career in computer 
software requires a high level of 
commitment and time-bound results. You 
must have very good analytical and 
reasoning skills. One must have the 


.rwiii ..- 



patience to sit for hours before a 
computer screen either writing lines of 
programs or going through them to 
discover bugs. This work can sometimes 
be very tedious. One may well forget 
normal working hours as one chases 
deadlines and one may often have to put 
in late hours to finish projects as per 
schedule. 

Where to study: The MCA can be 
done from universities or engineering 
colleges spread all over the country. 
Private institutes offer the Post Graduate 
Diploma in Computer Applications 
(PGDCA), the most prestigious one being 
the one at Ind ian Institute of Management 
(UM), Calcutta. The MCA and the PGDCA 


are two-year courses. Apart from these, 
private institutes offer two or three-year 
courses as the GNIIT programme, which 
can be done along with graduation. It is 
claimed that such courses are equivalent 
to the MCA. 

Where should one study? Evidently, 
an aspirant should find out what kind of 
jobs the graduates are able to get. Going by 
claims could be misleading. For instance, 
computer education is a lucrative business 
and franchises of large institutes have been 
set up in all corners of India. The quality of 
training at these franchises is not uniform. 
In many towns, young people do 
the courses just as 'time-pass'. Such 
centres will not be able to provide 
good jobs for the students. So it is 
important to a.ssess your own 
needs before opting for any 
institute. Make sure that adequate 
instructors are available who have 
full knowledge about the subject. 

The Department of 
Electronics has an accreditation 
scheme for institutes, the 
DOEACC, but it has not been 
very successful in controlling the 
quality of computer education in 
the country. People who join computer 
courses usually have no idea wheAer a 
particular course has the accreditation or 
not. Even in universities, the quality of 
education is doubtful, as their pay scales 
prevent good professionals from 
becoming teachers. 

Some of the univemities offering the 
MCA programme are: Bhopal, Rourkela, 
Allahabad, Delhi, Pune, JNU, Punjab, 
Aligaih and Cochin. Among foe oTgineering 
colleges are foe regional aigineering colleges, 
foe UTs, Thapar Institute in Patiala and Birla 
Institute of Techqology in Ranchi. There are 
many private institutes, among them are 
Institute of Management Technology, 
Ghaziabad and National Institute of 
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CAREER 


Management Calcutta. 

Admission Procedure: Tlw eligibility 
to get admission to an MCA degree is 
graduation with maths up to class 12. 
Some institutes have a minimum cut-off 
of 50% marks in graduation. For BCA, 
you have to apply after class 12. There is 
an admission test, which contains 
questions on class 12 maths and 
reasoning. Some amount of English is 
also asked, as well as computer basics. 

Sometimes, the entrance test for the 
MCA is the same as that of MBA and the 
candidate has to only take an additional 
test in maths. This means that one 
must be conversant with MBA 
Entrance tests also. There is no group 
discussion but an interview is 
conducted. Generally speaking, the 
weightage is 80% for the test score and 
20% for the interview. 


Prospects: For some years, there has 
been a boom in salaries of computer 
professionals. Starting salary may vary 
from Rs 72,000 to Rs 3,50,000 per annum. 
If one gets into a foreign company or 
goes abroad, the starting salary will be 
at the higher end. As one becomes 
experienced, the salary may get higher. 
This trend is expected to grow in the 
near future. 

A word of caution may be in order, if 
one is getting in computers just for a high 
salary. Much of the demand these days is 
for Y2K related work. This will finish on 
Janua^ 1, 2000. At best, it may continue 
for a few months into the year. The high 
salaries being paid today are to solve a 
problem which is time bound. Will the 
demand stay once that work finishes? 

It is almost certain that once tire year 
2000 dawns, work related to the Y2K 


problem will decrease. The size of India's 
software industry today is Rs 11,800 crore. 
The Y2K related accounts for 38% of this 
figure, which will vanish or is certain to 
be reduced to a very great extent in future. 

Tliere arc two scenarios. First, they 
may face a situation faced by finance 
professionals a few years back: many found 
themselves jobless or downsized. Second, 
even if the reduction is not that sSvere, 
salaries will certainly see a tapering off. 

Given the fact that computers are 
pervading every aspect of life, a career in 
software does have promise. If one lakes a 
well-informed decision based on one's 
aptitude and is able to become good in tlie 
industry, tlic avenues are unlimited. Do 
not, however, get carried away by stories 
of high salaries and take a one-sided 
decision. Make a career in it only if you 
like computers and working with them. 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 


India 

The long array of events which 
jccurrcd during the months of January 
n Indian history include: Mahatma 
Gandhi’s reaching India on January 9, 
1915, after spending over two decades 
n South Africa, publishing of Rowlatt 
Bill in Gazette of India on January 18, 
1919, inauguration of new Constitution 
jccording to Government of India Act, 
1919 on January 3,1921, formation of 
jwaraj Party by Deshbandhu 
Zhittaranjan Das and Motilal Nehru on 
anuary 1, 1923, shooting down of 
■arnest Day by Gopinath Sahay and 
>thcrs, mistaking him for 
Tommissioner of Police, Calcutta, on 
anuary 12,1924, commencement of 
ransmission from Delhi station of 
ndian State Broadcasting Service on 
anuary 1,1936, Subhash Chandra Bose 
vinning election of President of Indian 
vJalional Congress on January 17,1938, 
ormation of modern State of Orissa 
)n January 1,1948, Mahatma Gandhi 
luccumbing to bullets of Nathuram 
/inayak Godse on January 30,1948, 
lationalisation of Reserve Bank of 
ndia on January 1,1949, merger of 
looch Behar State with West Bengal 
m January 1, 1950, Pt Nehru 
naugurating State-owned first Oil 
lefinery, at Noonamati, Assam, on 
anuary 1,1962, signing of Tashkent 
’act and death of Lai Bahadur Shastri 
)n January 11,1966, election of Indira 
jandhi as leader of the Congress Party 
in January 19,1966, inauguration of 
deghalaya—the 19th State of India— 
ind Union Territory of Arunachal 
’radesh on January 20,1972, elevation 
•f Chief of Army Staff General S.H.RJ. 
danekshaw to the rank of Field 
darshal on January 2,1973, Ravi 
•hastri scoring 36 runs by hitting six 
ixes to Tilak Raj at Bombay on 
anuary 10,1985, Lok Sabha 


unanimously passing Anti-Defection 
bill on January 30,1985, President 
Shankar Dayal Sharma's releasing first- 
ever book (Environmental Challenges) 
printed in Soya ink, on recycled paper, 
on January 3,1994, Supreme Court 
approving the setting up of 
Environment Protection Authority to 
deal with pollution in New Delhi on 
January 8,1998. 


Dedicatory 

.Benjamin Franklin, American 
inventor, statesman and author 
was born on January 17,1706. 
Swami Viyekanand, Indian saint 
philosopher whose speech on the 
inaugural day of the Parliament of 
religion made him most popular 
speaker and world-figure, was 
born on January 12,1863 in a 
Kayastha family of Calcutta. 
Subhash Chandra Bose, a valiant 
warrior of Indian independence 
and sagacious statesman, was bom 
on January 23,1897 to Prabhavati 
Devi and Janki Nath Bose, a well- 
to-do lawyer of Cuttack, Ori.ssa. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., American 
noh-vToIent civil rights Negro 
leader who bagged Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1964, was bom on January 
15,1929. 


International 

Notable events which were witnessed 
in the world history during the 
months of January include: birth of 
the Commonwealth of Australia on 
January 1,1901, Edward VII becoming 
King of England on January 22,1901, 
making of Anglo-Japanese alliance on 
January 30,1902, formation of Labour 
Party in Britain on January 12,1906, 
New Mexico becoming 47th State of 


the USA on January 6,1912, R.F. 
Scoot's reaching South Pole on his 
last expedition on January 18,1912, 
formation of Communist Party 
'Spartacus' in Berlin on January 27, 
1916, formation of National Socialist 
Party in Germany on January 5,1919, 
establishment of the Union of 
Socialist Soviet Republics on January 
1, 1923, Joseph Stalin succeeding 
Vlad mi r Lenin on January 21, 1924, 
Ramsay MacDonald's forming the 
first Labour government in Britain on 
January 23, 1924, starting of first 
Winter Olympics at Chamonix, France 
on January 25,1924, Norway changing 
its capital city's name from 
Christiania to Oslo on January 1, 

1925, Ibn Saud becoming King of 
Hejaz, and changing name of country 
to Saudi Arabia on January 8, 1926, 
demonstration of television in London 
by John Logie Baird on January 26, 

1926, Japan invading Dutch East 
Indies in the Second World War on 
January 10,1942, Churchill and 
Roosevelt commencing the historic 
meet at Casablanca to discuss 
strategy in the World War, on January 
14, 1943, Soviet troops destroying the 
German army south-west of 
Stalingrad on January 30, 1943, Iraq 
publicly hanging 14 men, most of 
them Jewish, on charges of spying for 
Israel, on January 27, 1969, seizing of 
power in Uganda by Idi Amin after 
deposing the President Milton Obote, 
in a military coup, on January 25, 

1971, Sheikh Mujibur Rehman 
becoming Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh on January 12,1972, 
Czechoslovakia breaking into Czech 
and Slovak on January 1, 1993, PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat becoming first 
elected President of the Palestinian 
State, following a landslide victory on 
January 21,1996. 
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QUESTION BOX 


Could you tell me 
something about Nostradamus? 

Are his prophecies true? 

—Ashwin Garg, Hardmr (U.P.) 

The French writer Nostradamus 
(1503-66), often referred to as 'the Seer 
of Salon', has written predictive four- 
lined verses called quatrains. 
Collectively entitled the Centuries, they 
ate written in coded terminology. Since 
they are open to in¬ 
terpretations in different JL 
ways, and the dates Ifm 

also a matter of 
conjecture, the prophecies can be applied 
in different ways. In retrospect, we can 
well say that a particular event had been 
describe by Nostradamus. 

The works of Nostradamus are thus 
clouded in mystery. The strange coded 
language employed by him shows that he 
did have a great amount of foresight. For 
us, living in a sceptical age, his writings 
are an enigma to which we are unlikely to 
find the key. There is no denying, however, 
that he did foresee the terrible 
consequences of nuclear warfare and also 
certain revolutions that have taken place. 

My academic score has been below 
average. Is this likely to create a problem 
in interviews? 

—Vikash Rath, Bhubaneshwar (Orissa) 

The academic score may not reflect 
the intelligence of a person, but it is largely 
taken as a measure of academic success. If 
you pass any competitive exam, questions 
on your academic performance will almost 
certainly be asked. If you have a 
convincing reason, you may be able to 
satisfy the interviewer. Or, your low marks 
may be compensated by your achievement 
in some other field. 

Our advice to students is to work hard 
and get good marks, so that they do not 
face a similar situation later in life. 

I can draw cartoons very well, but I 
cannot visualise very well. Can 1 make a 
career in graphics? 

—Bhawna Sinha, Patna (Biitar) 

Most of us can copy. Visualising 
requires some amount of original thought. 
For a career in graphics, you have to think 
of original and pleasing designs. If you 
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are thinking of NID/NIFT, you will have 
to appear in a creative ability test in which 
you may have to draw something on a 
topic given to you. Along witfi drawing 
skill, you thus need visualising power 
also. You can learn this from a teacher 
and sharpen your skills. Good cartoonists 
are in great demand, as are graphic 
designers. 

You have said that a BBA degree is 
not equal to an MBA degree, in one of 
your answers. I disagree. The College of 
Business Studies of Delhi University 
offers BBS degrees which are equal to 
MBA. Many students are placed in 
multinational organisations. You have 
thus given a biased opinion. 

—Sundeep Kaur, New Delhi 

There is a lot of misinformation 
going around regarding BBA these 
days. Unscrupulous institutes often 
give the impression to students that 
their degrees are the best in the world. 
The fact that some students get good 
jobs does not mean that a basic course 
becomes a good one—often, students 
get jobs with their own contacts. The 
fact remains that a BBA or BBS is a 
graduation degree and can never be 
equal to a master's degree. 

Our advice to students is to know the 
facts before joining hyped up courses. We 
often get letters fiiom students who took 
up such courses only to be disappointed 
after they go in the job market. If you want 
to become a soiior manager, you must do 
your MBA from a reputed institute. There 
is no bias when we say that one will 
remain at a junior level wifir a graduation 
degree. 


By a method called Plan 
Khet, can we call spirits of the 
dead? 

—Soma Kttrmakar,Bagdogra (W.B.) 
0^ There are many such myths 
which deal in necromancy, the 
■■Mi practice of communicating with the 
dead. This is neither healthy nor 
desirable and, we suspect, are nothing 
but means to dupe innocent people. 

Stay away from such things 
^ andcoruentratemsteadon 
I your studies. 

Why can't we stand properly in still 
water? 

—Riyaz M.D., Khammam (A.P.) 
Any liquid exerts an upward force on 
a body immersed in it This is the basis of 
the Archimedes' principle. When we stand 
in still water, our body experiences an 
upward thrust We thus feel mutable, as 
we are not used to this upward force. Thas 
we feel unstable even in still water. 

What is Amnesty International? 
What is its function? 

—D.S. Retarwade, Pune (Maharashtra) 
Amnesty International is an orga¬ 
nisation founded in 1961 to aid political 
prisoners and others detained for reasons 
of conscience, throughout the world. With 
thousands of members around the world, 
it has advisory status with the UN. It 
received the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1977 
and is the only hope for victims of human 
rights abuses and political prisoners. 

I would like to calculations quickly. 
Are there any short-cuts? 

—Deepak Bajaj, Sirsa (Haryana) 
There are a number of books available 
which promise to teach maths through 
short-cuts. However, there is no match for 
learning up the tables, squares and 
decimals, and of course, practice. Once you 
know these basics, your mind will 
automatically give you the answer. Short¬ 
cuts are all very well, but the effort 
required to learn somd of them is more 
fiiw what is required to simply do fite 
sum. For example, is 1331 divisible by 11? j 
You can use some technique, but the fastest j 
wayisifyouhaveieamtcubesofntunbers. i 
You will immediately see that'll is 111 I 

-S'C ■ i 
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Rather than spend time on esoteric techniques, get your basics 
right. After all, you will not be required to multiply long numbers 
or find squares of 23 digit numters, in any exam. 

What is Hung Parliament? 

—Anand Tokbi, Gumhati (Assam) 

When in an election, no party has an absolute majority, it is 
known as 'Hung Parliament'. This means that no party has the 
means to take decisions and must depend on other support. In 
India in the past few years, we have seen coalition governments 
as a result of Hung Parliament. 

I am in class 11 and want to become an IAS officer Please give 
me full infoimation. Is there anything I should start doing now? 

—Rishi Solanki, Panchmarhi (M.P.) 

It is good that you are thinking about your career at this 
stage. For full information, see our feature 'Civil Services Ready 
Reckoner' published in our January '98 Issue. As for starting 
something now, you are advised t6 devote yourself to your 
subjects and develop a natural curiosity about them. Read the 
newspapers regularly and improve your General Knowledge. 
Many students have said that a regular reading of The CoMPirrmoN 
Master helps. If you arc a regular reader now, you will have a 
wealth of information which will be priceless when you actually 


appear in die examination. 

Can I do graduation without 10 * It 

—A.K. Chaudhry, Chennai 
There are no doubt certain universities which may promise to 
make you a graduate without Intermediate. However, you are 
advised to stay away from such places. Do a proper bachelor's course, 
which takes 10 + 2 + 3 years. This way you will easure diat you are 
eligible for exams and courses that you may want to appear bter on. 

Is it necessary to join a Coaching Institute for IAS? 

—Paminderjil Kaur, Chandigarh 
Coaching institutes help in ensuring discipline and regular 
studies. They may also have question papers for you to practice. 
However, if you have books of your own, a teacher for occasional 
guidance and ttie discipline to study on your own, you can do 
without a coaching school. It really depends on your personality 
and the study materials you have. 

Now You Can Post Your Questions At 
http://W¥wxoinpetitioninaster.com 
And also look for Answers to your Queries 
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Improve Your Word Power 


1. accolades: {a) sermons 
(b) honours (c) slogans {d) 
showers. 

1 braKish: (a) mahire (b) 
optimistic (c) childish (d) 
pessimistic. 

3. cocooned; (a) annoyed 

(b) worried (c) tired (d) pro¬ 
tected. 

4. ding-dong: (a) heated 
ar^ment (b) cool temperament 

(c) captital punishment (d) slow 
reaction. 

5. exhort: (a) advise (b) 
prescribe (c) prohibit (d) 
restrict. 

6. flounder (a) struggle 
(b) strike (r) suffer (d) sink. 

7. ground-aweli: (a) chronic 
ailment (b) keen competition (r) 
developing feeling (d) shrinking 
space. 

6. ham-handed: (a) horrible 
{b) lively (c) lovely (d) clumsy. 

9. inveterate: (a) invalid (b) 
addicted (c) convinced (d) 
shocked. 


ANSWERS 

1. accolades: (b) honours, 
laurels. 

—Indian scientists have 
earned nation's accolades and 
gratitude for guiding the 
country to thermonuclear 
maturity. 

2. brattish: (c) childish. 

—Indian democracy is 

caught between senile national 
parties and braltish regional 
parties. 

3. cocooned: (d) protected. 


10. jib: {a) hard to please (b) 
refuse to accept (c) difficult to 
perform (d) hard to break, 

11. lambaste: (a) thrash (b) 
praise (c) warn (d) challenge. 

12. metamorphosis; (a) 
improvement (b) change (c) 
pride (d) devotion. 

13. nag: (a) drown (b) build 
(c) swim (d) scold. 

14. orchestrated: (a) care¬ 
fully arranged (b) carelessly 
handled (c) honestly earned (d) 
thankfully acknowledged. 

15. predilection: (a) de¬ 
cision (b)bias (r) favour (d) fear. 

16. quaff:(fl)invile (b) ignore 
(c) drink (d) admit. 

17. rancid; (a) fragrant (b) 
fresh (f) stale (d) genuine. 

18. smart (v); (a) irritate (b) 
rejoice (c) express (d) explain. 

19. tawdriness; (a) stillness 
(b) cheapness (c) richness (d) 
greatness. 

20. wreak: (a) forgive (b) 
forget (c) forego (d) inflict. 


—The real tragedy is not that 
hope has turned into despondency 
but that both the cocooned leader 
and the government are not even 
aware of it. 

4. ding-dong; (a) heated 
argument 

—In the event of 
President's forced resignation, 
America's international rela¬ 
tions could end up as a ding-dong 
battle between the State 
Department and Senate's 
Foreign relations Committee. 

5. exhort; (a) advise, urge. 


—The Chairman exhorted 
the party workers to action. 

6 flounder: (a) struggle. 

—Even as the ruling party 
flounders for an effective strategy, 
it find.s itself in the midst of fire¬ 
fighting operations. 

7. ground-swell; (c) de¬ 
veloping feeling. 

—Opinion polls have 
detected a ground-swell of 
support for the opposition 
parties. 

8. ham-handed: (d) clumsy. 

—While reading the book, 

what struck the reader was the 
ham handed manner in which the 
main accused went about 
organising the coup, 

9. inveterate: (b) addicted. 

—Being an inveterate 

gambler, he has practically 
squandered all his savings by 
now. 

10. jib: (b) refuse or 
reluctant to accept. 

—The staff don't mind the 
new work schedule but they 
would ]ib at taking a cut in 
wages. 

11. lambaste: (a) thrash, 
reprimand, censure. 

—The opposition parties 
lambasted the government over 
the issues of price-rise and 
unemployment, 

12. metamorphosis: (b) 
change. 

—Ever since the new 
Governor moved into the Raj 
Bhavan, it has undergone a 
visible metamorphosis. 

13. nag; (b) scold, rebuke, 
criticise. 


—The mistress of the house 
was in the habit of nagging (at) 
the maid-servant all day long. 

14. orchestrated: (a) care¬ 
fully arranged. 

— In official circles, the 
Commission is being viewed as 
an orchestrated attempt by the 
human rights body to put the 
police on the defensive. 

15. predilection; (b) bias, 
prejudice. 

—For a diplomat, his 
personal predilections and a 
misplaced sense of propriety can 
prove disastrous for the country 
he represents. 

16. quaff: (c) drink, guzzle. 

—With a view to emptying 

the bottle in one go, he quaffed 
his beer by the pint, 

17. rancid; (c) stale. 

—The latest .book on 

Kashmir by a Pakistani author 
IS strangely free of the usual 
rancour and rancid rhetoric 
against India. 

18. smart (v): (a) irritate, 
rankle. 

—The defending champi¬ 
ons are still smarting from their 
sensational defeat in the final. 

19. tawdrincss: (b) cheap¬ 
ness, showiness. 

—The enquiry report 
exposed the completeness of 
Chairperson's mendacity (un¬ 
truthfulness) arid tawdriness of 
his tastes. 

20. wreak: (a) inflict. 

—He is on the look out of 

an opportunity to wreak 
vengeance on his political 
opponent. 
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The Competition Master’s Guide to Opportunities 

This katun alsrts our readers about forthcoming examinations and oppor¬ 
tunities. Institutes should send us informatbn well In advance to be included here. 
Readers are advised to assess their own suitability and that of the institute behre 
appl^ng—this feature is not a recommendation of any course or institute. 

Airline Pitot 

Private Pilot License (6 monthsyCommerclal Pilot License (IS 
months)— Eligibility; Class 12 with MPC, medically fit and minimum age 16 
years. Apply to; Rajiv Gandhi Aviation Academy, 1-11-256/B, Plot No 108, 
Adjacent Airport Road, Begumpet, Hyderabad - 500 016. 

Communications 

PG Programme In Communications— Eligibility; Graduation. Last date' 
January 4,1999. Apply to; Delhi School of Communication, Fr Angel School 
' Building, Gautam Nagar, New Delhi - 110 049 with a DD for Rs 400. 

Computers 

MCA— Eligibility BCA, BSc, B.Com with Maths. Written test: March 7, 
1999. Last date- February 20, 1999 Apply to; PSG College of Technology, 
Peelamedu, Coimbatore - 641 004 with a DD for Rs 400 in favour of Principal, 
PSG College of Technology payable af Coimbatore. 

Management 

1. Rajasthan Management AdmIssionTest (RMAT) 1999— for admission 
to institutions in Rajasthan Eligibility Graduation with minimum 50% marks. Written 
test; January 24, 1999. Last date; January 5,1999. Apply to. Coordinator RMAT, 
Faculty of Management Studies, ML Sukhadia University, Udaipur - 313 001 with a 
DD for Rs 1000 drawn in favour of "Coordinator RMAT*. 

2. Masters In International Business— Eligibility; Graduation with 50% 
marks. Written test; February 21,1999. Last date; January 30,1999. Apply to; 
Symbiosis Institute of Foreign Trade, Atur Centre, 1068 Model Colony, Qokhale 
Cross Road, Pune - 411 016 with a OD for Rs 500 drawn In favour of "Symbiosis 
Institute of Foreign Ttade, Pune" and 3 adhesive address labels. 

3. PQ Programme in Management Studies— Eligibility; Graduation with 
50% marks. Written test; February 21,1999. Last date: February 19,1999. 
Apply to: KJ Somaiya Institute of Management Studies and Research, 
Vidyavihar, Mumbai - 77 with a DD for Rs 650 payable to "KJ Somaiya Instititute 
of Management Research, Mumbai". 

4. Management Aptitude Test (MAT)— To be held on January 24,1999. 

. Last date; December 29,1998. Apply to; AIMA, 14 Institutional Area, Lodhi 

Road, New Delhi - 110 003 with a OD for Rs 350 in favour of AIMA-CMS. 

Science Talent Search 

XIV National Science Talent Search— For prospectus and application 
write to; Universal Group, 145-146, Rajkamal Motors Building, near Anna 
Flyover, Chennai • 34 with a s.a.s.e. 10x20 cm with Rs 3 stamps. 

Tiavei and Tourism 

Air Hoatesa/Fllght Steward, TIeketIne and Reaervatlona, Travel and 
Tourism (4 weeks • 4 month eoursea)—Eligibility; Class 12 with good com¬ 
mand over English. Apply to; Sahara India Aviation Academy, 249/250 Block 
A, Road No 8, Mahipaipur, New Delhi - 110 037. 


Innovative Management 

amm m 


(or Working Execnthras 

In what could well prove to be a major breakthrough In providing quality 
management education to working executives ever constrained by time and 
work pressures, B. School, a management education venture of the Chennai- 
based Brilliant Tutorials Group has launched M'Power, a unique 2-Year 
Post Graduate Diploma Programme in Management (or executives. 

Speaking on the occasion of the launch of the M'power programme, Mr 
Bljl K. Kurien, Chairman, Board of Directors, B. School and former MD of 
Berger Paints said, ‘Availability of quality management education for 
executives has been hitherto constrained by factors like scarcity of qualified 
faculty, lack of physical infrastructure, the high cost of courses offered and, 
most importantly, the work and time pressures of these executives. At one 
stroke, with the appropiiate use of technology and logistics, B. School's 
M'Power programme solves this problem. Executives across the country 
occupying managerial positions, but without forma! management education, 
now have the opportunity to empower themselves to realise their full potential 
with this convenient programme at a very reasonable cost.” 

Derfrcalmg B School to the empowerment of Corporate India, Mr T. 
Neelakanlan, MD, B. School and Brilliant Tutorials said, ‘M'Power represents 
a pedagogical revolution in management education. Through an innovative 
integration of Video, Audio and Text- based instructions for home delivery, 
we've brought together the leaching skills of 42 of the best brains from i 
premier management institutes and practical Insights from over 120 industry 
professionals to produce top-quality education with the 'anytime, anywhere' 
convenience" 

The M'Power Programme is structured into 100 lessons covering Core 
Concepts, Marketing, Finance, Operations/Manufacturing and HRO. Each 
lesson is presented in each of the 3 media forms, vu, Video, Audio and Text. 
The lessons will be despatched by courier/post in study kits containing 4 
lessons each month, over a 25-month period. The course includes 6 Contact 
Programmes over this period, and participants are evaluated through 12 
assignments and a final exam for the Diploma Certification. 

Elaborating on the uniqueness of the M'Power teaching methodology 
Mr Abraham Kuruvilla, Executive Director & CEO, B. School aaid, "The 
approach of using video, audio and text in an interlinked and Integrated 
manner has no parallel in India, and perhaps even elsewhere In the world. ' 
The video lessons, in particular, transport the learners into the real world of 
business—taking them to shopfloors, to retail outlets, to product ^ 
launches....even into corporate boardrooms All this, to help anchor the learning 
in Irue-to-lifo business situations" 

Besides the mode of direct delivery by courier/post to individual 
executives. B. School also offers a Corporate Learning Centre option and 
a Group Study Scheme for companies to use the M'Power programme as 
a powerful Corporate Training Tool. The course fee for the 2-Year M'Power 
programme is Rs 30,000 for the Direct Delivery mode and as low as Rs 
15,000 per participant in the Corporate Learning Centra mode 

B. School is managed by a professional Board of Directors advised by 
an ACADEMIC ADVISORY COUNCIL comprising leaders from Industry 
and academia like Mr S N. Agarwal, Chairman, TCI—Bhoruka Group, Mr 
S S. Prasad, Vice Chairman, BOC India. Mr Bijl K. Kurien, former MO, Berger 
Paints, Prof G.R. Kulkarni, former Professor, IIM (Ahmedabad) and former 
Director General—IIFT, Mr J.S. Rao, IAS (Retd), former Director—IIM 
(Lucknow), and headed by Mr S.M. Datta, Chairman, Castrol India and former 
Chairman, Hindustan Lever. 

For further Information, please contact: 

Mr. V. Chandrashekar, General Manager-Marketing. B. School 

Ceebros Centre, 2nd Floor, 45 Montieth Road, 

Egmora, Chennai • 600 006. Tel: (044) 858 7050, 656 6426; 

Fax: (044) 855 3703. Email: bschoolOmd3.vanl.nat.ln 




OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quaniiiative Apiiiuiie 


1. Sum of three consecutive integers is always divisible by: 

(a) 2 (b) 3 (c) 5 (d) 6 

2. The cost of making an article is divided between 
materials, labour and overheads in the ratio 3:4; 1. If the materials 
cost Rs 15, the cost of the article is (in rupees): 

(a) 40 (b) 45 (c) 60 (d) 120 

3. Equal sums of money were lent to Arup and Manas at 
15% per annum simple interest for a period of 2 years and 3 
years respectively. If the difference in interest paid by them was 
Rs 210, the sum lent to each of them was (in rupees); 

(tf) 1200 (b) 1300 (c) 1400 (d) 1500 

4. Two numbers are in the ratio of 3; 4 and their H.C.R is 
4. Sum of the numbers is: 

(a) 12 (b) 16 (c) 25 (d) 28 

5. There are a few one-rupee coins, 50 paise coins and 20 
paise coins in a box. The numbers of the respective coins are in 
the ratio 3 :4 : 5. If the total amount in the box is Rs 150, then 
the number of 50 paise coins in the box is: 

(a) 96 (i>) 75 (c) 100 (d) 125 

6. The greatest number of 5 digits which is divisible by 7, 
11,13 is: 

(a) 98098 (b) 99946 (c) 99099 (d) 97097 

7. The sides of a triangle are in the ratio 3:5:7 and its 
perimeter is 30 cm. The greatest side of the triangle is (in cms): 

(a) 6 (b) 10 (c) 14 (d) 15 

8. A sum of money doubles in 7-^ years at simple interest. 
The rate of interest p.a. is (in per cent): 


(b) 15 


(d) 13, 


v**/ ' 2 ' ' ' ' ' ' 3 

9. 15% of a pole is under water and the remaining 17 
metres is above water. 10% of the length of the pole is (in metres): 


(a) llj (b) 1.7 (c) 2 (d) 4 * 

10. A student was asked to divide half of a number by 7 
and the other half by 9 and then to add the two quotients. To 
make the calculation shorter he divided the whole number by 8 
'and got a result which was 6 less than the original result. The 
number was: 

(a) 3024 (b) 1512 (c) 504 (d) 1024 

11. Any number of two digits is added with the number 
obtained from it by writing it in reverse order. The sum is divisible 
by: 

(a) 5 (b) 7 (c) 9 (d) 11 

12. Rs 120 is to be divided between A, B, C. If A receives 
twice as much as B and B receives thrice as much as C, then the 
share of C is (in rupees); 


(d) 4 j 


(a) 12 (b) 36 (c) 72 (d) 20 

13. A sum of money will be multiplied 4 times at simple 
interest rate of 12% p.a. in (in years): 

(a) 24 (b) 25 (c) 30 (d) 36 

14. The least positive integer of 6 digits which is a perfect 
square is: 

(a) 101124 (b) 101761 

(c) 100489 (d) None of these 

15. The bell of a wall clock takes 5 seconds to ring 5 hours 
at 5 p.m. To ring 10 hours at 10 p.m. it will take (in secs.): 


(0 n- 


(d) None of these 


16. The sum of the digits of a number of 3 digits is subtracted 
from the number. The difference is divisible by: 

(a) 5 (b) 6 (c) 7 (d) 9 

17. Sudip buys a camera for Rs 500. He sells it to Anjan at 
a profit of 20%. After sometime Anjan sells the same camera to 
Sudip at a loss of 10%. Sudip's saving on the whole traasaction 
is (in rupees); 

(a) 40 (b) 50 (c) 60 (d) 70 

18. A train 120 metres long travelling at 60 km/hr overtakes 
anofiier train travelling in the same direction at 50 km/hr and 
passes it completely in 90 seconds. The length of the second train 
is; 

(a) 120 m (b) 140 m (c) 130 m (d) 100 m 

19. The length of a rectangular garden is 3 times its breadth. 
The area of the garden is 432 sq metres. The perimeter of the 
garden is (in metres): 

(a) 36 (b) 96 (c) 108 (d) 48 

20. If a wire is kept in the form of a square, the area of the 

square becomes 121 sq cm. If the same wire is kept in the form 

22 

of a circle, the area of the circle = will be (in sq cm): 

(a) 154 (b) 380| (c) 121 (d) 138-^ 

0 21. The numerical values of the circumference and the area 
of a circle arc same. The numerical value of the diameter of the 
circle is: 

(a) 1 (b) 2 (c) 3 (d) 4 

22. At an election, a candidate secures 40% of the total valid 
votes polled, but is defeated by Uie only other candidate by 8,500 
votes. The total number of valid votes polled is: 

(a) 42,500 (b) 34,000 (c) 51,000 (d) 48,000 

g 

23. The total interest in 4 years becomes “ th of the 

principal at simple interest per annum The rate of interest per 
annum is (in per cent): 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


(a) 6 (b) 7 




(d) 8 


24. The average of six numbers is 8 and the average of 
another eight numbers is 6. The average of all the numbers is; 

(0)7 (b) 6.5 (c) 8 (d) None of these 

25. The difference of the areas of two squares drawn on two 
different line segments is 32 sq cm. The length of the larger line 
segment exceeds that of the smaller by 2 cm. The sum of the 
lengths of the two line segments is (in cms); 

(a) 32 (b) 16 (c) 64 (d) 48 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (b) Let the three consecutive integers be 1, 2, 3 

Sum = 6, which is divisible by 3. 

Let the nos be 2, 3, 4 
Sum = 2 + 3 + 4 = 9 

divisible by 3, not by 6. 

2. (a) Let the cost of materials, labour, overheads be 3x, 4x, x 

Total cost of article = 3x + 4x + x = 8x 

8x 

Reqd cost of an article = 15 Rs 40 

3. (c) xx~- X 3 -x X X2= 210 x = Rs 1400 

100 100 

4. (d) HCF = 4 Ratio of nos = 3:4 

Nos are 4 X 3, 4 X 4 i.e. 12 and 16 
Sum = 12 + 16 = 28 

5. (c) A.T.S. 3x X 100 + 4x X 50 + 5x X 20 = 15000 x = 25 

No. of 50 paise coins = 4x = 4 x 25 = 100 

6. (c) No. must be divisible by 7 x 11 x 13 = 1001 

Greatest no. of 5 digits = 99999 

On dividing 99999 by 1001, we get remainder = 900 

Reqd no. = 99999 - 900 = 99099 

7. (c) 3x + 5x + 7x = 30 x = 2 

Greatest side = 7x = 7 x 2 = 14 cm 

2 

9. (c) (100-15)% of x« 17 
(.b;.-.x = 20, 10% of 20 = 2 

10. (fl) Let the no. be 2x 

A.T.S ^+1' » y (say)... (») 


8 


* y - 6 or x = 4(y - 6)... (it) 


Solving (0 and (if), x = 1512 


No. = 2x = 2 X1512 = 3024 

11. (d) Let the digits at unit's place and ten's place be x and y 

respectively 

No. = 1(^ + X, Reversed no. » lOx + y 
Sum = lOx + y + lOy + X = llx + lly = 11 (x + y) 
which is divisible by 11 

12. (a) Let C's share be Rs x, B's share = 3x and A's share = 6x 

X + 3x + 6x = 120 X = Rs 12 

13. (li) Let P = Rs X A = 4x /. SI = 4x - X = Rs 3x 


_ S.I.X100 3xxl00 „ 

T = - ^ =-= 25 years 

PxR xxl2 ^ 


316 


3 

100000 



61~ 

100 


61 

62?" 

3900 


3756 


144 


14. (c) Least no. of 6 digits = 100000 

316* < 100000 < 317* 

Reqd no. = 317* = 100489 

15. (b) 

16. (d) Let the three digit no. be 100 

Diff = 100 - (1+ 0 + 0) = 99 which is divisible by 9 

17. (a) Sudip's saving = 500 x x (”““) - 500 

= Rs40 

18. (c) I^t the length of second train be x m. 

120+ x 


5 


-= 90 x = 130 m 


— (60 - 50) m/sec 
18 

19. (b) Let B = x m L = 3x, A = 3x xx = 432 =»x = 12 m 

P = 2 (L + B) = 2 (Jx + x) = 8x = 8 xl2 = 96 m 

20. (a) Side of a square = VT^I = 11 m 

Length of wire = P = 4xll = 44m 
44 7 

2trr = 44 .,r=yx^=7m 
22 

Area of a circle = rrr*=y-x7x7 = 154m* 

21. (d) 2;rR= «R' 

, . R = 2, D = 2R = 2 X 2 = 4 

22. Jb)_60% of X -40% of X = 8500 =:»x = 8500 x^= 42500 


23. (d) R: 


1 xlOO 
P XT 


X x4 


= 8 % 


« r, . 6 x8 + 8x6 , „ 

24. (d) Reqd average =--= 6.8 

6+8 

25. (b)(x + 2)*-x* = 32 x = 7 

sum of lengths of two line segments 
= x + x + 2 = 2x + 2 = 2x7 + 2 = 16 
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TesiofReasonliiii—I 


Qs. 1-8. Which would be the next number in the series of 
numbers given below: 


1. 7; 15; 31; 63;... 

(a) 125 
(d) 133 

2. 13; 14; 18; 27;... 

(a) 37 (b) 38 

3. 8; 12; 18; 27;... 

(fl) 42-^ (b) 40” 


(b) 127 

(e) None of these 


(c) 98 


(c) 41 (d) 43 (f) 39 


(c) 39 id) 41 (e) 37“ 


4. 441; 484; 529; 576; ... 

(a) 595 (b) 604 (c) 610 (d) 615 (e) 625 

5. 71; 73; 79; 83; ... 

(a) 89 (b) 87 (c) 90 

((/) 91 (i') None of these 

6. 11; 12; 13; 16; 15;... 

(fl) 16 (b) 17 (c) 18 (rf) 19 fr) 20 

7. 4; 4; 8; 24; 96;!... 

(a) 248 (b) 480 (c) 198 (rf) 372 (e) 468 

8. 9; 72; 8; 40; 5; 35;... 

(fl) 13 (b) 8 (c) 7 (d) 6 (e) None of these 

Qs. 9-13. Find out the missing numbers: 

9. 7 10 8 

12 6 7 

6 ? 10 

(fl) 8 (b) 11 

10. Example: 


(0 9 


id) 5 (e) 7 



(fl) 10 (b) 8 (f) 7 


(d) 5 (e) 4 


11 . 




1 7 

7 

29 


4 

— 


<3 

— 

76 

l/'»N 


dl 

1J3 1 1 



12 . 


5: 

19 


17 

e 

9 

28 

4a 

10 

7 

26 


7 

20 



(a) 322 
(d) 412 


(a) 36 
id) 59 


(b) 308 
(e) 283 


(b) 40 
(e) 61 


(c) 409 


(c) 58 


13. 



E 

23 

Y 

3 

A 

? 

N 

5 

W 

25 

E 

1 

R 


(a) 15 (b) 16 (c) 17 (d) 18 (e) None of these 


Or 


Qs. 14-18. Find the odd-man out: 

14. (a) DBF (b) JHL (c) VTX 

id) RQT (e) NLP 

15. (a) ZYWT (b) MLJG (c) KIFC 

(d) TSQN (e) CBZW 

16. (a) AFK (b) BGL (c) CHM 

id) DIN (e) E]P 

17. (a) RSOP (b) JKIKI (c) WXTU 

(d) EFBC (e) NOKL 

18. (a) JIIE (b) ZXU (c) WUR 

id) RI’M (e) NLH 

^Qs. 19 and 20. In each of the following questions, a four- 
letter word is given. You have to reach the word given at the 
bottom in four stages by changing one letter at a time. Here is 
an exmaple: 

BARD BARD 

BIRD* 

BIND 

_ KIND 

KING KING 

19. C A R T 20, POND 


BONE BARE 

Qs. 21. and 22. Find out the missing letters: 

21. aba-b-baebab-eba- 

(a) caba (b) bacb (c) bbca (d) caab (e) caac 

22. abc-acbca-cb-cbcab-b 

(a) bbac (b) baac (c) bbca (d) bcac (e) bcca 

23. Study the following figure and count the number of 
squares and triangles in it. What is the ratio between the 
numbers of squares and triangles? 



(a) 1 : 2 (b) 2 : 3 (dl : 3 (d) 3 : 4 (e) 3 : 5 

Qs. 24 and 25. In each of the questions the words given 
have some relationship with the word 'COMPENSATION'. 
Four of the words have a similar relationship while one is 
different Your task is to trace this odd-man out: 

24. (a) CONSENT (b) MOTION (cl COMPOSE 

id) TENSE (c) PENSION 

25. (a) STATION (b) SENSATION (cl TENSION 

(d) POSITION (e) PATIENCE 
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If you are looMng for a carear in compman or IT after 
10f2. here is good news. 

Yes. DWMSCa'!' Uwl has been granted status 
equivalent to MCA. 

Hence, don't let MCA admission procedures haunt you any 
longer. Just enroll in one of our accredited institutes tor a 
OOEACC course and achieve your life-long ambition of 
becoming an IT professional at par with the best in Ihe world. 

Yea eaa raaeb Hw MCA Inal la |asl 4 yaaia aflar 
1042 (allaarlBf a praiiooaiea path apaalallp 
iaaliaad bp DOiACC: 

• Complete 'O' Level course in the 1st year from any 
OOEACC accredited institute. 

• Complete 'A' Level course in Ihe 2nd year (after O' 

Level) from any OOEACC accreditad institute. (Graduates/ 
Engineering Diploma holders or those undergoing 
Engineering Diploma/Giadualion can directly |Oin 'A' Level 
course concurrently with Ihe Engineering Oiploma/Degiee) 

• CompletB 'B' Level course in the next 2 years 

(after 'A' Level). (Graduates/Engineering Diploma holders 
can directly join 'B' Level). 

• 0 & A levels are also recognised by Govemmenl ol 
India lor jobs. 

• OOEACC courses enable your easy adaplability to the 
ever-changing requirements of the IT industry 
OOEACC syllabi compiled by a panel of fl*M eiperta 
UaeM freei IITe, IIMa nd laadleg IT caaipuln 
tap tpaelal amphaais aa atraagthMtap 
faadaaiaatala aad caaaapta. It is under their 
supervision and evaluation that OOEACC conducts Its 

Ail India Examinations through 78 centres spread across 
Ihe country. 

That's why more than 1.S takb atadatto haaa pat tbair 
faltb la DOEACC eaaiaaa. 

So. walk into any id its 600 accredited institutes spread 
all over India. 

Aad laalat an DOEACC Caaraaa. 



CiMDMdMMMi Mpf UIIMMUIMM Im 

CMMDpMlMVM ^tafMfaiMtlMM T»»fcMMlOgy 


DOEACC SOCIETY 

_(XSBCwlyix'ewDvpwv n wxataigwil o .Oov OTn wi V afInUW) 

/ ElKtronie* IWkeMn. a. CQOCanip)w,N«wOiH-110003 

a MiM Plwn*. 4363330/31/32. Fax. 011-43N335. E-mail. infe9doaaee dea arnal in 
' " 'PlMfTf Vintutai hltp#ii(wvtdoa.gev.in6Mlp7AMMW.doaace.doa.a(nalin 
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_ NON-VERBAL SERIES _ 

In each of the following questions, a series of figures is given. You have to find out which of the Answer Figures from A, 
B, C, D and E should come next in the scries of Problem Figures. 

PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 


□ A 

0 

o 

□ 

<Ov 

0 O 

A 

□ 

W O 

□ V 

□ A 

0 

—* 

•— 





0- 


-0 

‘f 
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o « O w ,0 

□ □ □ □ 

0 <oA oV 0)V A V □ 


0 “ 0 “ “0 0 “ 0 “ 



g D d D X 





? c ^ c 
^ D ^ c 




a ^ a 


o I o 


o 
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AO AO 


ADOX ADOX DOX DOX 







XXX •XX •XX •XD XD9 

• •• □•x □•x 

□ □□ XDD nxa Dx# nx# 


S+4:D XS«=»=+X 

Dw S + =FI] XS«4: 







‘nil 










D 

D 



aJ 

o 

o 

□ AO 

f 0 

X 

□ AO 

0 

OX 

\ 

0— > 

□ □ □ 

x • • 

• X X 

□ □ X 

□ • • 

X • X 

s « 

3 ^ 

+ X 

w X 

1 

T' 

■ 1 . 
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C 

C 

c 

C 

C 
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0^ 

A 
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□ • X 
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w 

X 
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40. A 3T 

H © 


<<«- 
"TOT “TTT 


H 

V A 
d e 



□ A V □ V 

42. X □ + + X X □ 

V __ 

XDOi'^^YxnO 

43. o « Y □ 
iiX^OXUOYt? 


(9 



Q 

0 

0 

V A 

V A 

VV 
V A 

A A 
A V 




0 0 

OR 


0 ^ 

0 

48. 

V 

0 

0 


V 0 



A 

RVQ 

A 0 




I <4^ 

“TJT" 


O © ©Ed 

EV A c A3 

E A 





A V A V A 
+ X + + X 

□ □ □ □ □ 


++ 4: 4: O 4: 

□ YDiDYDYn Y 



O (><3 0 O 


AA AV AA AA VA 
VA VV VV AV VV 


0^—-7 




A R V AOR V R A H 
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0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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+iD iXiO 


4i±J± 4^x 
cJiAr 01+1 


□i+i+ 


+ iO|Di+i+l lAiD 

+ ^o 

aI+1 



^ ^ ^ ^ f 


f f ^ 


In each of the following questions, Problem figuie 11 has a definite relationship with Figure I. Your task is to find out from 
A, B, C, D and E, the figure that would form a similar relationship with Figure III. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


xi -5 
A 


O 

a/ ^ 


-© ^ 


y 'f’ Y + c±> 'S> 

A ‘T’ + e> ® 

+ + rK A 0 0 








ANSWER FIGURES 

C D 


-g- 


QQ0O OQ QO®cb 

debts'? <P‘=> <=>+> '=>5 




/I K ^ ^^ 0 ^ 

Zl i>n V D av 


Q/t> tO 0 j i_ 0 

r“q L-d 

i_d t^j r-q '■v-> ‘v' 

I I 1 r vl/ O'*/ U/ 


S 
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Find out the set that is different from the others in the 
series: 

66. IdN 1|o|o||o!'^|| Ain 

A B C 0 


67. ® 


68 . 


fHl!^ Ko7!^ ® I' 




69. QLjJO UOjGR 

A B C D 

Find the odd-man out: 

ABODE 

-°- | 0 |( 3 |g)|Q ]0 

X vO tf 9 6 9 X X 
71. X A XDX « « 

A 'TTTT 







>■ X -A--^ 

Q 171 I A 

- ^ ^ lA 


X 



75. ^ ^ ^ ^ 


_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (b) Each number is double +1 of the preceding number. 

2. (d) Go on adding 1^; 2‘; 3’; 4^... to numbers. 

3. (b) Each number is IVi of the preceding number. 

4. (e) The series is 21^; 22=; 23=; 24^; 25'... 

5. (a) It is a series of prime numbers. 

6. (e) There are two series, 11; 13; 15 ... and 12; 16; 20 ... 

7. (b) Multiply first number with 1, second with 2, third with 

3 and so on. 

8. (c) Each alternate number is the product of numbers on its 

left and right. 

9. (c) The total of each line and column is 25. 

10. (d) 9 + 6 « 15; 6 + 4 = 10 and 15 - ID = 5. 

11. (a) Go on adding numbers in a systematic way, 3 + 4 = 7; 

4 + 7 = 11; 7 + 11 = 18; 11 + 18 = 29; 18 + 29 = 47 and thus 
you will get 322. 


12. (c) Study each quarter; die total of outer numbers is tfie square 

nf thi* inner numbers, 42 + 58 = 100 which is the square of 100. 

13. (d; The number of each letter is its position in the alphabetical 

order. 

14-]8. Write the letter'; from A to Z to make a circle and match the 
accordingly 

14. ((/j 15. (c) 16. (e) 17. (b) 18. (c) 

/O- »ri Tiu’iy can he more than one nnnnifements Here is one answer. 
1'*. CAKl 20. pond' 

C.\R£ BCIND 

CANE BONE 

CONE BOEF 

.BONE BARE 

21. (d) The series is abacb/abacb/... 

22. (fl) The series is abcd/acbc/abcd/acbc .... 

23. (a) There are 6 squares and 12 triangles. 

24. (d) In all the others, all the letters are borrowed from the 

main word. This one has an extra 'E'. 

25. (f) In all the othiTS, one letter is an outsider; this one has 

none. 

26-55 For fvulm<^ mil the riijlif answer figure for each question, a very 
minute, careful and si/stemalic study of each figure is required. The 
pllowinx j(iadelmes mi^hl firoir helpful in finding out the right ansvxr. 

(i) Studv each figure given in the question individually, as 
well as in relationsliip with other figures. 

( 0 ) It is not essential tor all the figures to move in the same 
direction or at a uniform pace. The movement may be right and 
left, up and down, clockwise, anti-clockwise, diagonally or along 
certain points. Ihis movement may vary from figure to figure. 
The figures may also tilt, rotate or change their size during their 
movement. iFxamples. 26, 29, 31, 33, 40, 42, 48, 53 etc.) 

[Hi) Something may hi- added or dropped in the series 
according to a set pattern. {Examples: 27,32,36, 37,38,39,43,44, 
51, 52, 54, 55 etc.) 

(/,’) Some figures may intei change places according to a set 
pattern, eg. in questiim no. 35, figures in one outer line change 
places clockwise. {Evimples. 49, 53 etc.) 

Iv) Figures may remain stationary but one, or some of them 
may change direction. (Examples: 31, 46 etc.) 


26. 

C 

27. 

A 

28. 

C 

29. 

E 

30. D 

.31. A 

32. 

E 

33 

C 

34 

B 

35. 

E 

36, D 

37. B 

38. 

C 

39. 

C 

40. 

A 

41. 

C 

42. A 

43. E 

44. 

D 

45. 

B 

46. 

C 

47. 

C 

48. A 

49. B 

50. 

D 

51. 

E 

52. 

A 

53. 

C 

54. C 

55. B 

56 

B 

57. 

1) 

58. 

A 

59. 

D 

60. C 

61. E 

62. 

B 

63. 

E 

64. 

A 

65. 

D 




66. U. In all the others the second figure has one line less. 

67. B. The inner pattern hasn't tilted upside down. 

68. C. The arrangement is wrong. 

69. C All arc mirror images. 'R' has turned upside down. 

70. A. 1 he pattern is wrong, i.e. the lines are in wrong direction. 

71. D. The ratio among figures is different. 

72. C. The pattern is wrong. 

75 E .Mi Die others have two arcs and one straight line. 

■,’■1 ii 'iv’.i' ft figure- shoi.!.! :,.,ve .iilference of one. This one 
has an extra side. 

75. D. The number of arrows ought to be the total of figures in 
other cells. 
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TEST OF REASONINfr-ll 


Find the odd-man out: 


1. (tl) ladlUS 

(fi) diagonal 

(c) ciriumfi'n’Mce 

Your task is to find out the one that 

is different from others. 

(if) ate 

((') diameter 


17. (h) Mars : Saturn 

(b) lotus: rose* 

2. (ii) flute 

(b) bugle 

(c) ilarinct 

(c) sparrow; bird 

((/) shirt: trousers 

(if) trumpet 

(I’.i guitar 


IS. (ii) leopard : cat 

(b) champagne: wine 

3 III) Bhubaneshwar 

((') Patna 

(i.) Indore 

(c) dictionary . book 

(d) curtain . door 

(</) Bhopal 

(c) Hvilerabad 


19. (a) nail: imn 

(b) hook: paper 

4. (ii) gallop 

(fq roar 

(c) barking 

(c) brick ■ day 

(d) tyre; rubber 

((/) mew 

(c) grunt 


20. (ii) bank : money 

(b) zoo • animals 

5. (rt) Ghana 

(b) Uganila 

(c) l-gypt 

(0 market. customers 

(d) museum : curios 

(if) Brazil 

(r) Angola 


21. (d) hand : nail 

(b) door: knob 

6. (it) appendix 

(b) femur 

(c) pelvis 

(c) television set • st reen 

(d) foot ■ knee 

(i/) rib 

(c) backbone 


22. 11 tK'cordin^ to a rode, ‘JANUARY' is 'K/() 1 IKy-, 

7. (ii) question 

(b) quench 

(c) ask 

'I'l.BRU.ARY' in the same code would 

be. 

((/) inquire 

(c) interi'og.ite 


ill) GIXQVZSX (b) CDhQVYS/. (c) C.DASTBQZ 

8. (n) lurb.m 

(b) cravat 

(0 hat 

(d) ETCQVBSZ (e) None of these 

(d) wig 

('•) lap 


2.3. It the code lor CHEAT is 3,8,5, 

1,20, which wonl is i oded 

Qs. 9-16. in each of the following questions, the first set 

ash, 15, 21, 14,4? 



of two words or items is followed by a third word. The two 
words in the first set have a definite relationship. Your task 
is to find out the right word from the options (n), (h), (r), id) 
and O’) that would have an identical relationship with the 
third word. 

9. lioait : blooil: ■ liver: ? 

(fl) food (/>) digestion (i) spleen 

{d) saliva (c) bile 

10. rhysiology ; Biology :: Geometry : ? 

(n) line’s {/>) IrigononU'lry (r) niathematics 

(</) theorems (e) figures 

11. tiuru Nanak Sikhs Zoroaster ’’ 

(a) Ciitholics (b) Jews (c) Parsis 

(if) Protestants (i’) (iyj>sies 

12. toad : amphibian : robra : ? 

(a) snake (b) poison (c) bite 

(if) reptih’ (e) crawl 

13. Gujarat: M.iharashtra :; Canada : ? 

(fl) U.S.A. (/>) Mexico (c) hulian Ocean 

(if) America (e) Europe 

14. thermometer ■ temperature :: barometer : 7 

{(/) humidity ib) altitude (c) r.iinfall 

id) pmssun.' (c) velocity 

15. Aries : ram ; • Gemini ? 

(ii) stuilio (/’) twins (c) archer 

(if) precious stones (c) I.eo 

16. anaemia ; blood :: insomnia : ? 

{a) walking (b) sleep (c) food 

(d) strength (e) hormones 

Qs. 17-21. In each of the following questions, three out of 


the four given pairs of words have a similar relationship. 


Qs. 24-28. In each of the following questions, a word is 
given along with its code, each code letter repiesenting one 
of the letters from the word. Your task is to find out the right 
code for letters given in boxes. 


24. 1. A R G I 


(.i) n 

23. M (.) 

d 

0 1 

(C) V 

E. 

(d) k 

(ell 

(II) h 

26.0 A 

(b) b 

M E 

(i) / 

s 

(d) n 

(c) u 

(n) ii 
27.0 R 

(h) 1 

A V 

(' ) y 

E 

(d) t 

((’) 11 

(n) k 

28. F 0 

(b) n 

R G 

(0 w 

E 

(d) t 

(<■*) li 

(ii) y 

(h) k 

(c) n 

('/) P 

(c)b 


Qs. 29-30. Seven members of a family are related to one 
another in the following way: 

Keshav is Shyam's wife's brother. 

Kamini is Chandrawati's daughter. 

Deepak is Ranjana's son. 

Mohit is Shyam's son. 

Chandrawati is Ranjana's mother-in-law. 

Keshav is Kamini's maternal uncle. 

29. Kamini is Mohit's.... 

In) mother (h) daughter (c) sister 

(if) cousin ((.') wife 

.30. Deepak is Shyam's. 

(u) son (b) brother (r) uncle 

(d) grandson (e) fatlier 

Qs. 31-32. Six persons A, B, C, D, E and F are sitting 
around a table facing each other. 
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D is to the right of B. 

C is to die left of A. 

F is not near B. 

A is facing B. 

31. E is between.? 

(«) C & D (b) F & D (c) B & F 

(d) A & C (e) B & D 

.32. Whom is F facing? 

(a) A (b) B (c) C (d) D (e) E 

Qs. 33-34. In a certain town, the school, temple, post 
office, bus-stand, railway station and hospital are situated 
as follows; 

The bus-stand is 3 km to die south of the temple. 

1 lospilnl is 2 km to the east of the post-office. 

Kaihvay station is 3 km to the west of the bas-stand. 

The school is 2 km to the east of the temple. 

Hospital is 2 km to the south of school. 

33. Which of the lhn.*e places are in a straight line? 
ill) School: I’ost Office : Hospital 

(b) Temple; I’ost Office; Bus stand 
(() Temple : I’ost Office : Hospital 
id) Railway Station : Temple : School 
ti') No three places he in a straight line, 

34. Which two places arc the farthest among the places 
mentioned? 

(it) Railway Station and School 

(b) Hospital and Railway Station 
(f) Temple and Hospital 

(d) Temple and School 

(c) Bus Stand and Temple 

35. How many minimum straight cuts are needed to cut a 
cube into eight pieces of equal size and shape? 

(it) 2 (h) 4 (c) 6 id) 8 (c) 3 

36-37. In a garage there are some cars, three-wheelers and 
scooters that need servicing. The total number of vehicles is 34 
and the number of tyres, on which they are standing is 93. The 
servicing charges are R$ 150 per car, Rs 80 per auto-rickshaw 
and Rs 30 per scooter. 

36. If the scooters are 5 more in number as compared to the 
auto-rickshaws (three wheelers), how many care are there? 

(fl) 6 (b) 7 (c) 8 (d) 5 (c) 9 

.37. What is the total amount of money that the garage people 
earned? 

(o) Rs 3120 (h) Rs 2410 (c) Rs 2860 

(d) Rs 2520 (c) Rs 2920 

Qs. 38-40. Five girls A, B, C, D and E joined painting, 
tailoring, music, dance and drama courses during their sum¬ 
mer vacation, but not in the same order. 

A and C did not join tailoring or dance classes. 

B and E were not interested in painting or tailoring. 

A and E did not opt dramatics. 

A did not join painting classes, 

38. Which course did D join? 

(a) painting (b) tailoring (c) music 

(d) dance (c) drama 


39. Who joined music classes? 

(a) A (b) B (c) C (d) D (c) E 

40. Which of the following statements is wmng? 

(a) B joined drama classes. 

(b) D did not join painting classes. 

(c) E and D are not interested in learning music. 

(d) E did not join dance classes. 

(f) None. 

_ SYLLOGISMS _ 

In each question beloiv areifivcn two slatmcnts followed by four 
conclusms numbered I, II, III and IV. You huoe to take the tm^iivn 
statements to be true even if they appear to be at varianee with com¬ 
monly known ficls. Raid all the conclusions and then decide which of 
the given conclusions logically follow from the two given statements, 
disregarding commonly known facts 
Statements: 

41.1. Some files are books. 

2. Some letters are books. 

Conclusions: 

f. Some books are neither tiles nor letters, 
n. Every file is either a letter or <i book. 

III. Some files are boob as well as letter. 

IV. Some files are not books. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

(c) None follows. 

Statements: 

42.1. All four-legged animals an* bulls. 

2. All creatures with horns are bulls. 

Conclusions: 

1. All animals v/ho have tour legs have hor.ns as well, 
n. All bulls have four legs 

III. All bulls have horns. 

IV. All animals have four legs. 

(a) Only 1 follows (h) Only 11 follows. 

(c) Only ni follows 

id) Only IV and one fmm 1, II and HI follows. 

(c) None follow's. 

Statements: 

43.1. All colleges arc schools. 

2. Some schools are universities. 

Conclusions: 

1. All schools are colleges. 

II. Some colleges are universities. 

III. No college is a university. 

IV. All universities are colleges. 

(fl) Only I and 11 follow. 

{b) Either U or III follows. 

(c) Only IV follows. (d) Only III follows. 

(e) Either III or IV follows. 

Statements: 

44.1. All circles are squares. 

2. All squares are triangles. 




ill' 
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Conclusions: 

1. Some circles are not triangles. 

II. All triangles are squares. 

III. All circles are triangles. 

IV. Some squares are not triangles, 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(f) Only III follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

(e) Only any one of the four. 

Statements: 

45.1. Some twls are machines. 

2. All machines are hammers. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some tools are hammers. 

II. All hammers are machines. 

III. Some tools are not hammers. 

IV. Some machines are not hammers 

(a) Only I and II follow. (f>) Only I and III follow. 

(c) Only II and III follow, (d) Only 1, 111 & IV follow. 

(f) All tlie four follow. 


24-28. Sort out common letters in uvrds and match them with common 
code-letters. 

24. (d) 25. {«) 26. (f) 27. (c) 28. (e) 

29. (c)"^ (Shyam f Chandrawati) Keshav IS Chandrawali's brerther 


.50. (b ). 


31. (c) 

32. (d) 


33. (b) 


34. (a) 


Kamini Mohit marned to Ranjana 


The arrangement is 


. ® ' 
■ ® 




_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (b) All the other terms arc related to circles. 

2. (e) This is the only string instrument among wind instru¬ 

ments. 

3. (c) All the others are capitals of States. 

4. (a) This is the only animtil movement among animals' cries. 

5. (d) This is the only S. American country among African 

countries. 

6 . (fl) All the others are bones. 

7. (b) All the other terms arc related to finding out some¬ 

thing. 

8 . (b) Cravat is a neck-cloth, all the others are worn on head. 

9. (e) They have the organ and the liquid connected with tlic 

organ relationship. 

10. (c) One is a part of the other. 

11. (c) They have the apostle and religion relationship. 

12. (d) They have the special species and the group to which it 

belongs relationship. 

13. (fl) The two are neigltbours. 

14. (d) They have the instrument and the thing measured by it 

relationship. 

15. (b) Second is the .sign of the first sign of Zodiac. 

16. (b) One is caused by the lack of the other. 

. 17. (c) All the others are two different members of a group. 

18. (d) One is a member of the other. 

19. (b) They have the product and the raw-material relation¬ 

ship. 

20. (c) One is made for collecting the other item and keeping it 

safely. 

21. (d) In all the others, one is a part of the other. 

22. (fl) Alternate letters are coded by letters following/preced¬ 

ing them in the arrangement of alphabets. 

23. FOUND. The numbers denote the position of letter in 

alphabets. 
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35. (e) 


-I- 


36. (b) 37. (b) .38. (b) .34. (a) 40. (d) 

Syllogisms: The best xoay la solve the next type of questions is by 
drawing diagrams of all the probable situations and then reaching the 
fool-proof answer Let each item be represented by a circle, irrespeitive 
of its size. Here are a few examples. 
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pic, but in many towns, a per¬ 
son has nowhere to turn to. 
Clearly, society needs to 
recognise the problem. Tlie 
only supfwrt available is from 
family and friends and it is 
important that all of us know 
what to do if such a rontin- 
gency arists. 

Stress affects 
everyone 

O NE of the most 
common ri'sponses 
to hearing that a 
young person has 
depression is, "But what does 
he/.she have to be dopre.ssed 
about?" This statement 
reveals two major misconcep¬ 
tions. One is the lack of 
understanding about clinical 
depre.ssion, which may 
resemble emotional dips, but 
it is much more pervasive, 
long-lasting, and life-threat¬ 
ening. The other misconcep¬ 
tion is that childhood is a 
carefree period in our lives. 
How many people can say 
that they didn't worry about 
peer acceptance, results, or 
parental expectatioas? Adults 
often forget that children are 
powerless and have no con¬ 
trol over their own lives. This 
can be a frightening and frus- 







bating state of affairs to live 
throu^ day after day. 

If not attended to, it is 
almost a certainty that depres¬ 
sion will have negative long¬ 
term effects on the child. For 
instance, it is very hard for 
some people to shale their 
crippling .shyness. They are 
1 unable to speak in groups 
throughout their lives. There 
are two tilings that can be 
done to remove the handicap 
from the life of a child: first, 
create conditions in the home 
which makes a child partici¬ 
pate, feel happy and develop 
confidence In extreme cases, 
professional help and medica¬ 
tion may be sought. 

Why docs depre.ssion 
occur? One reason is an 
imbalance of chemical mes¬ 
sengers (neurotransmitters) in 
the brain. Antidepressant 
drugs work by re-balancing 
them. Wliy does brain chem¬ 
istry become unbalanced? 
Again, no one is certain, but 
genetics, family upbringing, 
disruptions in the sleep-wake 
cycle, severe losses early in 
life, and years of poor self¬ 
esteem are all clear contribu¬ 
tors. 

Another is "personal 
threshold". For reasons that 
remain unclear, some people 





rtiK auci^isaa im all Lumru iiiiyl LAAivia klau Jiivia 'auuL.i!.aa rauna 




FREE 

BOOKS 

WOK 1 11 US. 2(1(1/- 



FREE 

BOOKS 


WOK i n KS. 2(1(1/- 


6/18, JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY), NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELH(-14 
PHONES : 4316915, 4329106, 4311946 FAX : 91-11-4313503 E-mail : iimspub@nde.vsnl.net.in 


NOW IIMS PUBLICATIONS OFFER ‘SUCCESS PACKS’ OF ESSENTIAL BOOKS TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS IN ALL 
COMPETITIVE EXAMS. BUV IIMS ‘SUCCESS PACK* TODAY AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS 
WORTH RS. 200/- PLUS ONE FREE AUDIO CASSEITTE WORTH RS. SO/- ON GROUP DISCUSSIONS/INTERVIEWS/ENGLISH 
CONVERSATION/INDIAN CONSTITUTION AS PEIR YOUR CHOICE. HURRY ! OFFER VALID TILL APRIL 30, 1999, 



Total: Rs.2370/- 


General Kowladge Rs. ISO/' 
G.K. Workbook Rs. 200/- 

15,000 Questions on 
General Studies Rs. 300/- 
SO M.T.P. on G.K. Rs. 140/- 
General Science Rs. 200/- 
Objectlve Gen. Science Rs. 100/- 
Geography Rs. 200/- 

Indian History Rs. 200/- 

Indian Economy Rs. 1S0/- 
. Indian Constitution Rs. 150/- 
. 100 P.P. on G.KyG.S. Rs. 150/- 
. General Mental Ability Rs. 150/- 
. Arithmetic Rs. 60/- 

. Dictionary of Science Rs. 70/- 
. Previous Papers Rs. 50/- 
.I.A.S. Planner Rs. 100/- 


Rs. 200/- 
Rs. 150/- 
Rs. 150/- 
Rs. 150/- 


JIIDM E^nJCAV/ 

AJ.'w.'Sl ''^i, f.l V 




s . bjjbankp .0/ 


at s 3 ( 
A'". 


'-'.M 


PrAK^i’^JG COURSE 



1. ttmi=o 3iHnr=? Rs. 300/ 

2. Tinmn ftWR Rs. 200/ 

3. Rs. 200/ 

4. -Hrm an Rs. 320/ 

5. airot asi aiftuH Rs. 150/ 

6. -Hiaifhi anttnann Rs. 150/ 

7. nnn^ smt/atonn 

lOOfrfilevt Aad Rs. 140/' 

B. jfe tfs 

twthfilH iHern Rs. 200/ 



Exam 


iG.K. ■& tNGLlSi; ONLY) 


1. General Knowledge Rs. ISO/' 

2. Q.K. Workbook Rs. 200/ 

3. General Science Rs. 200/' 

4. Geography Rs. 200/ 

5. Indian History Rs. 200/- 

6. Indian Constitution Rs. 150/- 

7. Indian Economy Rs. 150/- 
B. General English Rs. 120/- 
B. 100 M.T.P. on English Rs.150/- 

10. Test of Eng. Language Rs. 150/- 

11. Common Errorain Eng.Rs. 100/- 

12. AigumsntativsQiMitlons Rs. 100/ 
13.100 Important Essays Rs. 50/ 

14. Paragraph Writing Ra. 60/ 

15. Pracia Writing Ra. 60/- 

,16. Modal Lattars Ra. 70/- 

117. Synonyms & Antonyms Rs. 70/- 

118. Idioms & Phrases Rs. 70/ 

119- Word Power Course Rs. 200/- 
20. Dictionary of Science Ra. 70/- 
|2l.PrevlouePapers Rs. 50/- 
LZ2.lntervlawatef All Rs. 100/ 


General Knowledge 
50 M.T.P. on Q.K. 
100P.P.onG.KyG.S. 
Indian Constitution 
General Science 
Geography 
Indian History 
Dictionary of Science 
Objective Maths 
. 5000 Qs. on Artithmetie 
. General English 
. 100 M.T.P. on English 
. Test of Eng. Language 
. Common Errors In ^glish 
. Group DIaeusslonB 
. Interviews for All 
. English Conversation 
. Word Power Course 


Rs. 150/ 
Rs. 140/ 
Rs. 150/ 
Rs. 100/ 
Ra. 200/ 
Rs. 200/ 
Rs. 200/ 
Rs. 70/ 
Rs. 120/' 
Rs. 160/ 
Rs. 120/' 
Rs. 150/ 
Rs. 150/. 

Rs. 100 /. 

Rs. 100/. 
Rs. 100/. 
Rs. ISO/. 
Rs. 200/' 






*:\Ay 

CM '{ 7 *., ) • 


2560/- 




EXAiVIS/PftflT 


Ra. 

1. 5000 Questions on Physics 100 

2. 5000 Questions on Chemistry 100 

3. 6000 Questions on Botany 100 

4. 6000 Questions on Zoology 100 

6. Qsnersl Science 200| 

6. Objective Science 100 

7. 3000 Questions on Science 100 
a. Dictionary of Science 


Rs. 870 



DiYCUSSiONS/ 

:NTe;3VifcV7S.'SSB 


1. Group Discussions Rs. 100/ 

2. Interviews for All Rs. 100/ 

3. Argumentative Questions Rs. 100/ 

4. Quotations for All Rs. 50/ 

5. English Conversation Rs. 150/ 

6. 100 Important Essays Rs. 50/ 

7. Paragraph Writing Rs. 50/ 

8. English Vocabulary Rs. 150/ 

9. Word Power Course Re. 200/ 

10. Genersl Knowledge Rs. 150/ 


1. Students may buy the complete 
‘Success Pack' or any book/books. 

2. Free Books worth Rs. 200/-wdli be 
sent to those students only who buy 
our full 'Success Pack' of any course 
and send the full payment in edvance. 
To avail of this offer the students may 
deduct an amount of Rs. 200/- from the 
totM cost of the 'Success Pack' ss| 
given above while sending the amount 
by M.OTBank Draft. 

3. For free postage, please send the 
full amount In advance by M.OTBank 
Draft on theabove address. For V.P.P, 
send Rs. 600/- by M.O. as advance. 

4. Write your name, address and the 
name of the ‘Success Pack', clearly In 
capital letters on the M.O. Coupon or 
in the letter. 


ENGLISH CONVERSATION : Rs. 150/- WORD POWER COURSE : Rs. 200/- DATA : Rs. 100/- 





































































































































































































































CfHfERmTORI 


THE CM SUimAL # FOR TECfi^ 

The teen yton ore emotienoHy turbul^ni^~'even for 
octolescenti who ore loved welt od(usted.. For kid& 
who feel neglected or abused in dny way, being o 
teenager can be o living'hell. Ko wonder thot teens 
experience significant depression in their lives. 

The first step toward defying depression is to dbfine 
it. But people who ore depressed often hove o hard 
time thinking clearly or recognising their own symp¬ 
toms. They may ne^ your hdp. Here is a quiz that 
helps you recognise symptoms depression. 

■ Do they express feelings of Sodnen or 'emptiness"? 
Hopelessness, pessimism, or guilt? Helplessness or 
worthlessness? 

■ Do they seem unable o) to moke decisions, b) to con¬ 
centrate and remember or c) to hove lost interest or 
pleasure in ordinary activities like sports? 

■ Do they complain of a) loss of energy and drive, b) 
houble falling osleep, staying asleep, or getting up, c) 
appetite proUems, are they losing or gaining weight, 
or d) headoches, stomach aches, or ba^oches? 

■ Has their behaviour changed suddenly so that a) they 
are restless or more irritable, b) they want to be alone 
most of the time, or they hove started cutting classes or 
dropped hobbies and activities? 

■ Have they talked about Deoth, Suicide—or have they 
attempted suicide? 

If you tidced several of the choices, your friend may 
need help. Don't assume that someone else is taking 
care of the problem. Not only does treatment lessen 
the severity of depression, but treotmenl also may 
reduce tfte duration of depression and may prevent 
additional bouts of depression, if a friend shows many 
symptoms of depression^ you can listen ond encourage 
Mm or her to ask 0 parent or teacher about treatment. 
Talk to on aduH you trust and respect—especkiliy if 
your friend mentions death or suicide. 


naturally become depressed 
more easily than others. 
Women suffer depression 
twice as frequently as men. 
Women have to cope with the 
mood-altering hormonal 
effects, but those who have 
achieved success are by no 
means immune to depression. 
In today's corporate pressure- 
cooker, the emotional price of 
success can also be quite high. 

Depression in older peo¬ 
ple is often a reaction to phys¬ 
ical deterioration and the loss 
of friend.s, family, and 
rewarding activities. Major 
depres.sion has also been 
found to be more common in 
urban than rural areas. People 
with a chronic illness also suf¬ 
fer from depression. 

FAQs about 
Depression 

What IS ilepres'.ioji?’ 

Depression is more than 
the blues; it is more than the 
normal, everyday ups and 
downs. When that "down" 
mood, along with other symp¬ 
toms, lasts for more than a 
couple of weeks, the condition 
may be clinical depression. 
Clinical depression is a seri¬ 
ous health problem that 
affects the person. In addition 
to feelings, it can change 
behaviour, physical health 
and appearance, academic 
performance, and the ability 
to handle everyday decisions 
and pressures. 

What causes Uiniu! 
depression? 

We do not yet know all 
the causes of depression, but 
there seems to be biological 
and emotional factors that 
may increase the likelihood 
that an individual will 
develop a depressive di.sor- 
der. Research over the past 
decade suggests that depres¬ 


sion can run in families. Bad 
life experiences and certain 
personality patterns such as 
difficulty handling stre.ss, low 
self-esteem, or extreme pes- 
simi.sm about the future can 
increase the chances of 
becoming depressed. 

How common i'-. 

Clinical depression is a 
lot more common than most 
people think. One-fourth of 
all women and one-eighth of 
all men will suffer at least one 
episode or occurrence of 
depression during their life¬ 
times. Depression affects peo¬ 
ple of all ages but is less com¬ 
mon for teenagers than for 
adults. Approximately 3 to 5 
per cent of the teen popula¬ 
tion experiences clinical 
depression every year. 

K it st-nmis? 

Depression can be very 
serious. It has been linked to 
poor school performance, tru¬ 
ancy, alcohol and drug abuse, 
running away, and feelings of 
worthlessness and hopeless¬ 
ness. In the last 25 years, the 
rate of suicide among 
tevnagers and young adults 
has increased dramatically. 
Suicide often is linked to 
depression. 

,'Vrt .ill depii vji'-c disorders 
alike.’ 

There are various forms 
or types of depression. Some 
people experience only one 
episode of depression in their 
whole life, but many have 
several recurrences. Some 
depressive episodes begin 
suddenly for no apparent rea¬ 
son, while others can be asso¬ 
ciated with a lite .situation or 
stress. Sometimes people who 
are depressed cannot perform 
even the simplest daily activi¬ 
ties; others go through the 
motions, but they are not act¬ 


ing or thinking as usual. Some 
people suffer from bipolar 
depression in which their 
moods cycle between two 
extremes—from the depths of 
despair to frenzied heights of 
activity or grandiose ideas 
about their own competence. 

Can if be treated? 

Yes, depression is treat¬ 
able. Between 80 and 90 per¬ 
cent of people with depres¬ 
sion can be helped. Symptoms 
can be relieved quickly with 
psychological therapies, med¬ 


ications, or a combination of 
both. The most important step 
toward treating depression is 
asking for help. 

Why don't people get the 
help they need? 

Often people don't know 
they are depressed, so they 
don’t ask for help. Teenagers 
and adults share a prc^lem— 
they often fail to recognise the 
symptoms of depression in 
themselves or in people they 
care about. 
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FACT FROM FICTION 

Myth: Teenagers don't su^r from "rear depres¬ 
sion. 

Foct; Depression can afi^ people at any age or of 
ony roce, ethnic, or economic group. 

Myth; Teens who .claim to be depressed are weak 
and just need to pull themselves together. There's noth¬ 
ing anyone else can do to help. 

I Foct: Depression is not o weokness, but a health 
disorder. Both young people and adults who are 
depressed need professional treatment. A trained thera¬ 
pist or counsellor can help them learn more positive 
ways to think about themselves, change behaviour, cope 
I with problems, or handle relationships. 

I Myth: Talking about depression only makes it 
I worse. 

I Foct: Talking may help a friend recognise the need 
I for professional help. By showing friendship and concern 
1 and giving uncriticol support, you con encourage your 
^ friend to talk to his or her parents or another trusted 
I adult, like a teacher or coach, about getting treatment. 

I If your friend is reluctant to osk for help, you con tolk to 
I an adult—that's what a real friend will do. 

I Mytti: People who talk about suicide don't commit 
I suicide. 

T'oct; Many people who commit suicide have given 
warnings to friends and family. A signal or warning may 
be a statement such as "I wish I were dead", "I can't take 
it anymore; I want out", or "My parents would be better 
off without me." Some people even tell a friend about a 
plan to kill themselves before they actually do. If a friend 
talk.< like this, take it seriouslyl immediately make a 
responsible adult aware of whot your friend has said. 

Myth: Telling an adult that a friend might be 
depressed is betraying trust. 

Fact: Depression, which saps energy and self¬ 
esteem, interferes with a person's ability or wish to get 
help. And many parents may not understand the seri¬ 
ousness of depression or of thoughts of death or suicide. 

It is on act of true friendship to share your concerns with 
a school guidance counsellor, o favourite teacher, your 
I own porents, or another trusted adult. 


I Coping with 
I Depression 

T here are many things 
people can do to help 
cope with depmssion. 
One of the best steps 
to take is to meet a trained 
counsellor to evaluate the 
nature of the depression and 
the most appropriate meth¬ 
ods and strategies to help 
deal with it. Unfortunately, 
there is a widespread belief 
that depression in adolescents 
is normal. This is not so, as 
most young pi'ople do not 
experience constant and over¬ 
whelmingly turbulent and 
emotional turmoil. However, 
significant depression proba¬ 
bly exists in about 5 per cent 
of young people in the gener- 
' al population. Adolescents 
under stress, who experience 
I 0 S.S, or who have attention, 
learning or conduct disorders 
are at a higher risk for depres¬ 
sion. The behaviour of 
depressed teenagers differs 
from the behaviour of 
depressed adults. Mental 
health professionals advise 
parents to be aware of signs 
in their youngsters such as: 

(?) Persistent sadness; 

b) An inability to enjoy 
formerly pleasurable activi¬ 
ties; 

c) Increased activity or 
irritability; 

d) Frequent complaints of 
physical illnesses such as 
headaches and stomach aches; 

e) Frequent absences 
from school or poor perfor¬ 
mance in school; 

fl Persistent boredom, 
low energy, poor concentra¬ 
tion; 

g) A major change in eat¬ 
ing and / or sleeping patterns. 

Treatment of depression 
is rarely brief since establish¬ 
ing new attitudes and behav¬ 


iour patterns takes time. 
However, treatment offers a 
good chance for improvement 
in the present and hope for a 
more succe.ssful future. 
Broadly speaking, there arc 
three kinds of professional 
help: psychiatrists, psy¬ 
chotherapists and psychoana¬ 
lysts. The first are medical 
doctors, w'ho treat the mind as 
a biological organism and use 
medication and drugs. 
Psychotherapists talk to the 
patients and draw out their 
real feelings, while psyco- 
analysis digs deeper and try 
to discover the root causes. 

India still does not have 
adequate number of profes¬ 
sionals in this field, nor do 
people go them openly, apart 
from the bigger cities. 
Gradually, the trend is 
increasing and society may 
begin to accept depression as 
any other illness. 

The teen years 

motionally, the teen 
j years can be a roller 
^ coaster, sometimes a 

dangerously fast one. 
Teens throughout time have 
had to confront the onset of 
adolesamce and the emotion¬ 
al, mental, and physical 
changes that go with puberty. 
On top of all these changes, 
today's teenagers have to 
worry about more than pass¬ 
ing exams they have to find 
time for their activities, the 
government reservation poli¬ 
cy that inhibits their growth 
or talent, parental restrictions, 
the anxiety to pass competi¬ 
tive exams, of making a 
career and finding a good job. 

The onset of depression 
in youngsters can be gradual 
or .sudden, brief or long-term; 
and it can be hidden or 
"masked" by other clinical 
conditions such as anxiety, 
eating disorders, hyperactivi¬ 


ty, and substance abuse. 
Although the incidence of 
more severe depression is less 
than 10 per cent in all 
teenagers, many of the symp¬ 
toms (sadnes.s, poor appetite, 
physical complaints) are seen 
more often. In fact, research 


has shown that up to a third 
of all teens experience some of 
these symptoms, even the 
"normal" teens. 

All teenagers know that 
school years can be complicat¬ 
ed and demanding. Deep 
down, they are not quite sure 
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of who they are, what they 
want to be, or whether the 
ehoiiv-s they make from day 
to day are the best decisions. 
At the same time, parental 
decisions may seem too auto¬ 
cratic. Sometimes the many 
changes and pressures threat¬ 
en to overwhelm them. So it 
isn't surprising that from time 
to time young people fre¬ 
quently feel "down" or dis¬ 
couraged. 

Another source of stress 
is the great competition in 
anything that one wants to do. 
Getting into a good institution 
or appearing in the civil .ser¬ 
vices examinations is uncer¬ 
tain. Many bright people teel 
let down by the system and 
the policy of reservations 
which they regard as unfair. 
Young people are highly 
stressed at the time of results, 
fearing that they may not be 
able to live up to expectations. 

Parents often mi.stake the 
behaviour of the children at 
this stage as being aggressive 
and unreasonable. If not 
understood, family quarrels 
result and every small thing 
set'ms bigger than it is. 

Many parents berate 
themselves for not picking up 
on signs of depression in their 
children. "How was I so 
blind?" they often ask. The 
fact is that clinical depression 


can be difficult to di.sa*m. If 
parents feel that they are pick¬ 
ing up on signs r)l depression, 
they should not rely .solely on 
their teen's reassurances that 
everything is fine. Unlike 
adult depmssion, symptoms 
of youth depression are often 
"masked". Instead of express¬ 
ing .sadnes.s, teenagers may 
express boredom and irri¬ 
tability, or may chiwse to 
engage in risky behaviour. 
Even the mask of success can 
be misleading. Overachievers 
rarely express their genuine 
feelings, especially anger. 
They are driven to succeed 
and try fiercely to be indepen¬ 
dent. But many are actually 
very dependent on outside 
accomplishments to justify' 
their existence. These teens 
can crash emotionally when 
they experience rejection or 
failure .such as the break-up of 
a relationship or fear of failing 
in a competitive examination 
like IAS or MBA. The most 
important message a parent 
can send to an overachieving 
teen is "1 know you are 
human and struggling just 
like everyone." Parents can 
help their achieving children 
by encouraging them to: 

Have More Fun: In mild 
depres.sioa this often helps. 
Happiness requires action, 
such as visiting a friend, 


doing something construc¬ 
tive, taking a holiday. If noth¬ 
ing feels fun, do Ae things 
you ased to enjoy. 

Cognitive Therapy; You 
can't talk yourself out of 
depres.sion, but you ran stop 
talking yourself deeper into it. 
Cognitive therapy teaches 
people to recognise and cor¬ 
rect depressive thinking.A 
study has showed that after 
16 weeks of cognitive restruc¬ 
turing training, 51 per cent of 
those with mild to moderate 
depression reported signifi¬ 
cant improvement. 

Exercise: Research 

shows that exercise— partic¬ 
ularly strenuous aerobic 
exercise—elevates mood, 
relieves anxiety, improves 
appetite, sleep, and .self¬ 
esteem. Studies show that it 
also helps normalise the 
chemical imbalances in the 
brain linked to depression. 

Psychotherapy: Long¬ 
term Freudian psychoanalysis 
has been largely replaced by 
shorter-term "talk therapies". 
Many counsellors can help 
through this. 

Support Groups; Dep¬ 
ression feels terribly isolating. 
Support groups show you 
that you're not alone. They 
are particularly helpful for 
depressions associated with 
drug or alcohol abuse. 

Dietary Supplements; 
Certain vitamin deficiencies— 
notably B6, B12, C, folic acid, 
thiamine, niacin, riboflavin, 
biotin, and pantothenic acid- 
can cause depression. 

Music: As many song¬ 
writers have written, music 
"soothes the soul". It also 
elevates mood, and can help 
treat depression and anxi¬ 
ety. 

Talk: Encourage the 
youngster to talk, with 
friends, teachers, parents. 
Build up the confidence. 
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The Competition Master has stood with yourig people for over 39 
years, helping them through competitive examinations and preparing 
them for life, it has, through the years, introduced innovative addi¬ 
tions. encouraged reader participation and provided a forum for the 
youth aspiring for higher goals. As a result, it has continued to gain 
the trust of people all over the country. 

We now announce our first National Fellow>hips for our read¬ 
ers. Five fellowships of the value of Rs. 10,000 each will be award¬ 
ed to encourage young people and to enable them to pursue an 
activity of their choice, in addition, they can look forward to 
national recognition through the pages of The Competition Master. 

Five coupons have beeb published in issues of the maguine, 
from August 1998 to December 1998, each containing three questions. 

This issue contains last of the series. You have to collect all the six coupons, answer the questions on 
them, and send them ail together. Your entry should reach us before January 3 i, 1999. You also have 
to write an essay of 300 words. The topics is : "Challenges in the next millenium". YOU CAN WRITE 
THE ESSAY IN ENGLISH OR HINDI 

Entries will be evaluated by a panel of judges appointed by the Editor, The Competition Master and fellowships will 
be awarded on the basis of all-correct answers on the coupons as well as the essay. The decision of the judges will 
be final and no correspondence will be entertained. 

Rules and Regulations 

I. There i» no entry fM. 2. Incomplete or illegible entries shall be disqualified. 3. The winners shall be decided 1^ a panel of judges appointed by the Editor, The 
Competition Master, whose decision will be final and binding 4. No correspondence or queries in this tub|ect will be entertained. S. The essay shall become (be 
property of The Competition Master who shall be free to use it in any manner that It deems fit without any obligation or righo to anyone. 6. The names of the 
winners will be published in the March 1999 issue of The Competition Matter. 7. The employees and relatives of The Competition Master, their agents and fami¬ 
lies shall not be eligible to participate. 8. Any dispute arising on account of this contest arc subject to Chandigarh Jurisdiction only. 9. The fellowship programme is 
open to all Indian residents in age group of 16-24 years A certificate from school/college certilylng age and ebss studying in will be required to be tent along with 
the entry 10. The essay can be written in English or Hindi. 11. A colour passport size photograph with name written on the back Is required to be sent alongwith 
die entry. 12. The word limit for essay is 300 words. This could be typed or written neady on one side of paper 13. All ttie six coupons, with answers to 
questions on them, alongwith the Essay, photograph and certificate of age have to be received together by January 31. 1999. 14. Use only origi¬ 
nal coupons published in The Competition Master issues dated August 1998 to January, 1999. Photocopies, fax or typed coupons are invalid IS. All entries should 
be sent to : Fellowthlp Programme, The Competition Master, 114, industrial Araa • I, Chandigarh-140 002. 14. The Competition Master will not be 
responsible for any postal delays or loss in transit 
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Coupon #1.2,3,4,5were prfntod in pmvious issues. In case you missed oiif yo«j c,tn get you? ct.pres by sending 
Rs 20.00 per issue, by Money Orcter or Bank Draft to TH£ COMPETITION MA51CR, 12S. Industrial Arro-t, CbRndl-sath ItiO 007 



















Humo w-Cushion Your Mhiil 


W HAT is the most precious gi/t you i 
Ciin give yourselt for the new year? | 
i You can count .my number but the most ' 
; precious gift is the cultivation of a sense i 
I of humour which makes a sun shine inside ^ 
; you, dispelling gloom. ' 

Being able to see the funny side of i 
i things prevents us from taking life too : 
I seriously. Some people do not back down, i 
! Trivial tilings build up into bitter, explosive i 
I situations. If only they could la ugh at how ' 
j some trivial little incident has got totally ! 
j out of proportion. And, instead of i 
j brooding, dissipate all the bad feelings 
I with a loud chuckle. ' 

I William McDougall maintains that i 
! nature has given us humour to cushion our 
i minds against the pains of daily life. The 
i more touchy we are, the more depressed 
; we are. 

A negro was charged of desertion. 

I The judge said, "Sam, I am ashamed of | 
! you for being a deserter." Sam's reply ! 

cushions our mind against the pain of his ! 

. desertion. He said; "My Lord, it you knew j 
I that woman, you would know 1 am not a i 
; deserter but a refugee." l 

I Nature, which hap given us social ■ 
tendencies, had to give us protection I 
against such feeling for others as might ; 


have broken us or made us always morbid, 
f his defence is given in laughter. 

I he basis of laughter is in the 
ridiculous and yet, the ludicrous and the 
ridiculous arc not in themselves amusing. 
They provoke laughter which cushions our 
mind against the pain we feel in the 
misfortunes of others. Hence, the plea that 
a balanced personality''s laughter has some 
logic in it. 

There are many categories of the 
ridiculous Mistakes could be painful il 
they were not humorous. 

Two men met in a ship. One of them 
asked the other what was the nature of his 
profession and he replied that he followed 
the medical profession. "Good", said the 
man addressed, "then like myself you are 
a doctor." "No" said the follower of the 
medical profession. "I am a funeral 
undertaker." 

Constant pain, affliction and misery 
leave us weak. Laughter docs for mental 
pain what acupuncture does for physical 
pain. 

Biological Value 

T he biological value of this precious 
sense is immense. Unless il has a value 


tor us it would have been discarded long 
ago. We think this was proved by the 
attitude of the English during the Second 
World War when London city was almost 
bombed to extinction. Their morale 
seemed weU-supported by their sense of 
humour. Shops whose windows had been 
blown t)ut were opened with slogans like 
"More open than before". 

We see this value extended into 
commerce where it has a great advertising 
values, as when we read on the barber's 
notice: "We need your head to run our 
business. Remember the one who put up 
a notice outside his shop, 'Closed today 
for daughter's wedding but cgme back 
tomorrow as we will need your trade more 
than ever." A magician had put this one: 
"Vanished for lunch." 

In medieval times the clown and the 
wandering minstral must have been 
essential to pass the long winter months 
within those dreary town walls. We can 
imagine the difference Vhich the jester 
made to their life. A good laugli is like 
sunshine in a house. 

Laughter is better than outbursts of 
temper or disappointment. That is what 
is meant by the biological value of 
laughter. 
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; Meeting Insultfs 


C 1'C!1L Roberts suggested a meeting between Sir James M. 

barrie and himself He was invited to meet Barrie at the 
Litter's house at lunch time. When the short meeting ended, the 
: butler announced that lunch was ser\ ed and showed Cecil Roberts 
, to the door. C ecil Roberts went down into the street .md laughed 
i as heartily as he could. Another man in his place would have 
; blown his head off in frustration and insult. 

' If man had learned to laugh at the insults, he would have 
I added years to his life and life to his \ears. He needs to learn 
from the lesson of the tns-s on the mountain side, which survive 
; the storm by sw'aying from side to side and showing their 
fle.xibility. 

! An occasion must itself provide what is ludicrous. Many 
: occasions are too tragic or heart-breaking for humour. They arc 
; too deep for tears. Another point is that we ourselves must have 
. a sense of humour. Groucho Marx, for example, once observed: 
: if it is good to have one wife, it must be excellent to have one 
' too many! 

I home people ha\ i* a sense ot humour and others have not. 
i W'e draw' a line, the one end of which is humour and the other 
1 end the absence of it and all people lie somewhere along that 
• line. 

I That means that some possess a greater sense of humour 
i than others. Those who are near the nil end of the humour lini" 
j need not to try to be humorous for their jokes are likely to misfire 
; and cause unpleasantness. So often w'c ha\ e heard of hurt being 
! caused bv those who did not know that they were not tunny. 


' Trivial Incidents 

M tisr of the humour in our daily life arises from Iriiiai 
imidenis which, while they may be irritating, are not 
. catastrophic 

I The mechanic.s uf laughter and its value is that it breaks up 
: the sequence uf thought which has become morbid, painful or 
I monotonous. This gives us a respite, rest. 

■ With modern means ot communication, the world comes 
I upon us. Al l idenls and misfortunes are with us as quickly as they 
; happen. It is easv to brood over those terrible things and make 
I lilea iniseiv. We would do well to give laughter every opportunity 
i to cashion us. 

1 Peopli' do not always help us by commiserating. It is better 
I that they stand up and lift u. We .shield ourstdves by laughter 
I and cushion ourselves against the odd or ludicrous things which 
• happen to us and others. 

We laugh at odd things, while we appreciate that something 
! much more serious might have happened. This is illustrated in 
: the story ot the boy who fell info the sea He was rescued by a 
: diver. I lis mother rushed up to thank the rescuer but asked if he 
I had st'en the boy's hat! 

I Charter Lamb has put things in best perspective, saying, 

I "Anything awful makes me laugh. 1 misbehaved once at a 
I funeral" 
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PEARL ACADEMY OF FASHION 


^ ACADEMIC PROGRAMMES FOR 1999-2000 


The Academy is committed to excellence, innovation, 
and development through self and shared efforts. The 
highlights ot the programmes are ; 

• The only institution in India offering PG diploma 
from the prestigious Nottingham Trent University 
(NTU), UK. 

• Advance entry to LCFS, London, NTU & Bolton 
institute, UK and M.l. Text., Australia, 

• Scholarships for higher studies at leading 
institutions In Europe and Australia. 

• Scholarships for students from low-income 
group. 

• Regular faculty exchange with foreign 
universities. 

• Modern design studios; sewing and cutting labs; 
fabric testing, knitting and weaving labs; CAD/ 
CAM cell, library and resource centre 

• On-campus placement to all its graduates. 

PROGRAMMES FQH 

The Academy offers 2 Postgraduate Programmes 
(1) Integrated Fashion Technology Programme, 
and (2) Apparel Merchandising & Production 
Management. 

The Undergraduate Programmes offered are 

(1) Fashion Design & Clothing Technology 

(2) Fashion Design (Textiles) (3) Fashion Design 
(Domestic Retail), (4) Fashion Merchandising and 
Production Technology (5) Knitwear Design & 
Technology (6) Integrated CAD Programme In 
Fashion, Textiles and Communication (In 
association with APTC], 

sjcnQumsHie 

10 scholarships are available to meritorious 
students whose parental income is below 
Rs. 10000/- p.m. 

ADMISSION 

Admissions are given on the basis of written 
general proficiency test, group discussion, 
personal interview and design aptitude test where 
applicable. 

APPLICATION f OHMS 

Available from the academy during April & May ‘99. 
Written test will be conducted on 06 dune, 1969. 
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USAGE 

Spotting Errors (1-10) 

Read fhefallounn^ sentences carefully and 
find out an error in one part (a, b, c and d) of 
I'l/di sentence. In case you do not find the error, 
the ansuvr toill be (e). 

1. While die linking rnads(a) leading 
to the village(&) can pul many State high¬ 
ways to shamc(c) the village has also been 
lilted with solar street lights.(d) No error.((') 

2. If fail(fl) to understand why(b) he 
deliberately absented(i') from the 
mecting.(d) No crror.fc) 

3. Somclimes(rt) even the wordsf/?) 
cannot describe about(c) the beauty of the 
scene.frf) No error.(t’) 

4. (hir has always bcen(«) a multi-lin- 
giial country(h) and people have always 
found their own(c) strategies to deal with 
Ihis.fd) No error.(c) 

5. Several hundred \'olunteers(fl) were 
detained! h) of whom many(f) were re¬ 
manded into judicial custody(d) No error.fc) 

6. We(a) returned back to the guest 
house(ij) impressed with what(r) we had 
seen.(d) No enx)r.(t’) 

7. The older one gcts(rt) the more 
foolishffc) and more wiser(c) one 
bccomes.(d) No error.!?) 

8. What makes matters(fl) worse is that 
many a time(l)) the public address(c) is not 
clearly audible.fd) No error.(e) 

9. Civil servants with(fl) a technical 
backgroimd(h) are as good as if not better(( ) 
than those with humanities background.(d) 
No error.(e) 

10. There was a time(<j) when the uni¬ 
versities took pride(b) in the fact that its(c) 
examinations were held in time.fd) No 
error.(?) 

Sentence Improvement (11-15) 

Below each sentence three possible substi¬ 
tutes for the underlined part are given. Read the 
sentences carefully and if one of the substitutes 
(a, b, and c) is better than the underlined part, 


indicate your amiuer against the corresponding 
letter (a), (b) or (c). If no improivinent is re¬ 
quired, the answer will he (d). 

11. Another passing relerence to her 
babies make one realise the marriage has 
progre.ssed. 

(a) make one realises. 

(h) makes one to realise 

(r) makes one realise 

(d) No improvement required 

12. It is only towards the end of the 
book that the reader gets a clearer picture 
of the two marriages. 

(a) gets the most clear picture 

(b) gets a clear picture 

(c) gets the clear picture 

(d) No improvement required 

1.3. So it is not .'•hocking that during 
the past one y ear, India has emerged as the 
strongest market for Hollywood films. 

(a) so it is not surprising 
(h) so it is not amazing 

(c) so it is not amusing 

(d) No improvement required 

14. It is an agenda which every go\ - 
ernment need to adopt with a view to give 
complete meaning to development thiough 
education and health-care. 

(a) with the view of giving 

(b) with a view to giving 

(c) with the view' to give 

(d) No improvement required 

15. And last but not the least there is 
the question of adequate funding. 

(a) last but not least 

(b) the last but not the least 

(c) last not but least 

(d) No improvement required 

Synonyms (16-20) 

In the following sentences, for each un¬ 
derlined mrd/expression, four choices are 
given. Select the one that is the nearest in 
weaning for the underlined word/exprrssioii 
and that will be your answer. 

16. Reactionaries are out to put a spoke 
in the reform programme. 


; (a) objection 

(b) obstruction 
j (c) hurdle 

: (d) problem 

I 17. The Poultry Corporatum became 
' r edundan t after the poultry producers bait 
. made the State the coiuitry 's egg basket 

: (a) surplus 

(b) superficial 

(c) expensive 

(d) unnecessary 

j 18 The most important thing is to 
; drive home the point that the product of- 

■ fers value for money. 

(. 1 ) make somebody rcaIise 
(i’) I onvinre somebody to buy 
; (f) sell an idea 

(dt offer services 
19. But c'ven this segment isn't 
' WQUS to the hudget bile that has spread 
across Ihe spectrum. 

■ ia) safe (b) immune 

(c) helpful (d) cnti. al 

21) Hnx ing pleasure is a cardinal .is- 
pect behinil any one bii\ ing a c ar 

(.)) chiet (b) main 

' (c) exciting 

(d) most impcirlant 

Antonyms (21-25) 

III Ike follinring sentemrs, tor em i: ini- 

■ dcrlnied word. Jour siibstilules oie given 
Choose the one that co/jot/s the opposite iiieoii- 

■ ing lot the uiuieilmed word. 

21. Scientists call it Ihe '.lowhiirn 
theory of ev olutio n. 

(a) wisdom 

(b) mality 

(() demonstration 
(d) experiment 

; 22. But last year, armed w'ith sophisli- 

; cated equipment, these patterns revealed 
; a different truth. 

I (fl) concealed fb) ignored 

, (c] tvjoited (d) acv'ided 

! 23. The law prohibits tobacconists 

; from selling cigarettes to children. 
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OUFSTIONS 


Vw-...I'l; 




(;i) encourages 
(hi promotes 

(l ) .lllc)WS 

(ii'i permits 

IM. IJuring tJie occupation, wc had to 
live in total suhm issio n (to the invader), 
(it) opposition 
f/<) resistanci 
iVi disohedionce 
(,/) rebellion 

'b l!’ii'.spj;reii(ii in public affairs or 
dealings is the crying need of the hour. 

In') double dealing 
i'n Iraud 

i.) obsLiirity 
ill) secrecy 

Putting appropriate preposition 
(26-30)' 

In I he liillowin;i senteiiLeh, you are re- 
yiiircd til pul the most appropriate preposition 
in the hhmk epm e I'or enJi Hank, four choices 
are i^:veii. 

?.6. The house burned for hours before 

the blaze was put_. 

(a) off (b) away 

(c) out ((/) up 

27. Ask me anything you like—you 

won't catch me... 

(a) up (b) thniugh 

(c) out (d) down 

2K. She drew the interview_to 

ovei an hour. 

{ill out (b) for 

{() since (d) on 

2^). i don't know the words of the song 
but 1 can hum it_you. 

(d) with (b) for 

(c) uplo (d) to 

30 .'\t first the new boy was at the 
bottom ot the class but he soon 

pulled_(with the otlaers) 

(fll over (b) up 

(.' uplo (d) into 

Comprehension (31-40) 

It end the fi ilhmwy passayes carefully and 
ansuvr questionsyuH'ii hcloweacli passage, for 
each answer four ophons/ciwtccs are given. 

I 

I he ohr.^se "sustainable develop¬ 
ment ' seems to have acquired the status of 
a modern mantra. Everybody swears by it. 
Even governments and multinational cor- 
•por.'iioi's, r.'-l'Miii iii'dji'i'tsthat mav 


be miles away from being environmentally 
or economically sustainable, pretend that 
they are working for sustainable develop¬ 
ment. On tlie other hand, there are critics 
in the developing countries who argue that 
many of the schemes and projects palmed 
off on their countries do not even spell 
development for the mass of tlie people, 
let alone sustainability. 

31. What are the pretensions of gov- 
errunents and multinational corporations 
while busy pushing projects? 

(fl) that they are working for sustain¬ 
able development 

(b) that they are promoting work 
culture and employment 

(f) that they are creating job oppor¬ 
tunities with massive invest¬ 
ments. 

(d) that they arc working to allevi¬ 
ate mass poverty 

32. What are the reactions of critics? 

(«) that the schemes and projects 

help only the elite and the rich 

(b) that the claims of govcrtuncnls 
and multinationals are not based 
on facts 

(c) that the developing countries do 
not benefit in matters of devel¬ 
opment and sustainability 

(d) that the entire approach of gov¬ 
ernments and multinationals is 
fraught with dangerous conse¬ 
quences 

33. How would you explain the phrase 
"palmed off" in the passage? 

{«) offered kickbacks for new 
projects 

(b) got rid of (an unwanted thing) 
by persuading to accept some¬ 
thing else 

(f) put pressure to change policies 
and pmgrammes already in the 
pipeline 

(d) opened markets for multination¬ 
als in lieu of investments 


But the fact is that science today is no 
more sure of itself. It is engaged in self- 
criticism of the severest kind. The more it 
knows, the more it realises that it knows 
nothing. Scientific knowledge has come to 
acknowledge its limits while technology 
that has been turning more and more 


destructiveness. The new ecological con¬ 
cern is a product of thLs self-awareness of 
science. literature has played its role, and 
will continue to play its role in promoting 
this self-awareness through a criticism of 
the material and spiritual violence perpe¬ 
trated by technology. 

34. How does the writer look at sci¬ 
ence today? 

(a) as an instrument of ignorance 

(b) as a victim of self-deception 

(c) as a tool of spreading violence 

(d) as an agent of self-criticism 
3vS, Technology has become aware of 

its_? 

(a) limitations 

(b) hostility towards man 
{(') own destructiveness 
(d) None of these 

36. What does 'self awareness' of sci¬ 
ence mean? 

(a) new ecological concern 

(b) destructive power ot technology 

(c) confhet betwwn man and nature 

(d) inability to know kings 

37. What is the role of liteiature in the 
present situation? 

(a) promotion of self-criticism 

(b) criheism of material and c ultural 
violence by technology 

(c) assessment of moral and emo¬ 
tional violence by science 

(d) portrayal of events as they take- 
place under the influence ot sci¬ 
ence and technology 

_ ANSWERS _ 

1. (a) 'while the link roads.' 

2. (c) 'he deliberately absented him¬ 

self'. 

3. (c)'cannot describe'. 

4. (a) 'ours has always been'. 

5. (d) 'were remanded to judicial 

custody'. 

6. (b) 'returned to the guest house'. 

7. (c) 'and wiser'. 

8. (e) No error. 

9. (e) No era»r. 

10. (d) '...were held on time'. 


12. (d) 
16. (b) 
20. (d) 
24. (b) 
28. (a) 
32. (f) 

JOi \*i f 


13. (a) 
17. td) 
21. (c) 
25. (d) 
29. (d) 
33. (b) 


18. (a) 
22. (a) 
26. (c) 
30. (b) 
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Nuclear bombs, JayalallUia and Onions i 

T ime uvre three item n’liieh dominated the front paf^es of newspapers in 1998. The first were 
tile nil leaf /(sN )'i/ the eoiiniiv tui May II and 13, 1998 Code-named Shakti I to III, liny wete 
•viidtieled in the TeUiian rtin^e in Kaiasthiin. There was jubilation in the streets and the country 
.milted to be iiekno.'iedxed or. a niielear powei The world was taken by surprisc—even the spy salellites 
li the US could not deteit Indta's plans in adriinee. 

'lhoii;^li India had a-'srrled ilsvif, i! am not pist milihiry adventurism. On Au)(ust 4,1998, Prime 
Minister Vaipauee rear-ded the eounty/e niielcar doctrine, wliieh had three main elements. These were. 
w‘ that India wilt inaintain a mtiiiiinnn hut credible nuclear deterrent, b) that it will not use nuclear 
weapons nyaiiht non ni,\ .'ear eouiitries, and el that it will not be the first to use nuclear weapons aj{ainst 
iiiiehar weapon l■'■nnl^e■^. 

The eupiioi ni oj the nueluir blash was short-heed, espceially when rising prices and economic ^loam 
started eiw-iipi hara Jnp fei the eemiiion man This was sij(nified by record prices for I'e^elables and other 
ihiiv^s. (himns tenrl'e.l an all nine hioli of Its (d> per kn and tomatoes Rs 50, and soon became a political 
issue to be rau-ed I'li the I ’pposilion in the Assrinbly elections scheduled for November, 1998. 

I he I'l oiiomi' h.iiddnp was mulched by the pohtiriil uncertainly caused by the threats issued by the 
i o.dilion I’artnei- o! the FIT <(ovirnmeiit AIAD.MK leader jayalalilha threatened to withdraw support 
on several iHcastens, with the Akali Dal and the Triiuimool Congress leader Manila Biinerjce pullinf; in 
(iifiereiit dtreelions Frveial tunes dui 'iiy the year the government seemed on the of collapse, bill 
the allies slopped slio.'l ft pulling out and piiin^inij^ the country into another poll jayiilalitha was 
subdued somewhat in the hitter part oj the year when her petition challenging^ the constitution of special 
courts to try her for ci.rniplioii was dismissed by the Madras High Court. 

Another thing lliiil tnarked the year was rising crime. Extortion threats increased during the period. 
In Mumbai, traders refused to pay government dues if security was not improved. Several traders had 
hen gunned down in broad daylight, giving the impression that the city was ruled by the underworld 
(.’dit's of tapes and criiius against women also increased. While Ifihar achieved the notoriety by getting 
the highest rape cases in the country, many cases were reported from Delhi as well. The year 1998 was 
thus marked by uncertainly and gloom. 


lotDown R 





P ierhaps the biggest let¬ 
down was the BfP 
government, which had 
been sworn in on March 19, 
1998. Led by Atal Behari 
Vajpayee, tlie BJP had come in 
with high expectations. 
Vajpayee had a clean image, 
his party had never been in 
power before and it was the 
only Uhtested option on the 
political horizon, littered with 


the inept and the corrupt. But 
if people expected anything 
different from the new govern¬ 
ment, their hopes were soon 
dashed. The BJP government 
was unable to take decisions 
required to liberalise the 
economy or to deal with the 
rising lawlessness in the 
country. Worse, the 
government was seen to be 
compromising with its allies in 


order to survive. 

The credibility of the gov¬ 
ernment took a severe N’ating 
when Oil SepU ml’er 25, 1998, 
President Narayanan leinnied 
the Union Cabinet's recom¬ 
mendation of imp'-ising 
President's rule in Bihar In his 
communique, he said tliat the 
condition precedjenl fur-the- 
invocation of Article 350.— 
failure of the ConsUtulional 
machinery in the Slate—was 
not adequately maOe out by 
the government. This 
generated a debate on the use 
of Artirlt' 3.''r>, vvliich has liceii 
used to settle political scores 
in the p.>st 

Ihe Mth Amendment to 
the Constitution, Women’s 
Reservation Rill, to guarantee 
33"^, nseii'ation tor women in 
Parliament was scuttled. Since 
1996, ‘,ucce.ssive governments 
have tried to push the liill, but 
Jailed The BIP government 
had made it a symbol of its 
progressive face but MPs from 
the Other Backward Classes 
(OBCs), supported by .Muslim 
MPs. iiwi^ted on caste-based 
reservations within wiMnen's 
reser\yiti*>n 

tin llie positive side, a 
long standing dispute W'as 
seltied when a broad 
cons(‘n< us was achieved on the 
contentious Cauvery Water 
issue on August 7, ]198 
Karnataka compromised cm 
the constitution of a Cauvery 
River Authoriti to be chaired 
by the Prime Minister and 
comprising the Chief Ministers 
of Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala and Pondii hcTi v. The 
dispute dales back to 1910 but 
solution was never reached. In 
the 80s, several reninds of talks 
were held. The matter also 
went to the Supreme Court and 
a tribunal constitulc'd in IWO 
headed In lustice C 
Mukherjee 
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, . . wj ya. 

T he plight (if the Indian 
farmer was re' ualed as 
tl re vveie reperts of a 
spate of suicides I>t tamiets .ill 
over the country. M('re than 
400 such suicides took place 
since December, 19‘^)7. Heavily 
indebted and exploited by 
moneylenders, farmers in 
Karnataka, Maharashtra, 
Punjab and Andhra Pradesh 
saw their crops fail because of 
pests. Unable to repay the 




£ 


T he country witnessed a di.sm 

prolonged economic a sell 

slow-down and erosion 1 

of business confidence during a not 

the year. Several projects w'crc fund 

held up. Companies reported trout 

slack demand and poor results, wror 

with unsold stocks piling up. inepi 

The only silver lining was elec- and 
tronics and software exports. I'inai 

Software exports, which ac- 1998 

counted for Rs 6,5.80 crore, was (N.M 
up 67%. 9.43. 

The business community Rs t* 

was shaken with three major 
events. The first was when the new; 

respected multinational Hin- with< 

dustan Lever Ltd (HLL) was Ltdfi 

accused of insider trading, the comf 

practice of using privv India 

information to make gains on been 

the stock market. The Securi g('tg( 

ties and Fxchange Board of In- the j 
dia (SEBl) had charged tliat the govei 

company had purchased from reaso 

Unit Trust of India (UTI) 8 lakh BJP 
shares of Brooke Bond India agair 

Ltd on the basis of unpub- ofTa 

lished, price sensitive informa- pulh 

536 JANUARY '99 COMPETITION MASTER 


m 

vitnessed a 
economic 


loans, they took their own 
lives. The suicides pointed to 
the neglect of the agricultural 
•.c.Im ti'il nosti'ps wvie Ilk.a 
bv the government. In AnJiua 
Pradesh, Chief Minister 
Chandrabahu Naidu 
announced postponement of 
repayment of loans and other 
solutions. Since many small 
farmers cannot get loans, the 
measures were woefully 
inadequate 


tion, pending announcement 
of the merger of the two 
companies. It was alleged that 
this had placed UTI at an 
unfair disadvantage. The 
appellate authority of the Fi¬ 
nance Ministry, however, 
di.smissed the charges, giving 
a setback to SEBI. 

UTI was in the news for 
another reason; its mutual 
fund, US-64, was reported in 
trouble, exposiirg all that was 
wrong with the public sector— 
ineptitude, mismanagement 
and interference by the 
Finance Ministry. On June 30, 
1998, the Net Asset Value 
(N.'W) allegedly came to Rs 
9.43 against a paid-up value of 
Rs 14. 

The biggest business 
news of the year was the 
withdrawal of Tata Industries 
Ltd from its airline project, The 
company, which had started 
India's finst airline in 1932, had 
been try'ing for three years to 
get government permission for 
the project, but successive 
governments stalled it for one 
reason or the other. When the 
BJP deferred the decision 
again, the disgusted chairman 
of Tata Industries, Ratan Tata, 
pulled out. The episode 


As prices of vegetable in¬ 
creased in the country, it was 
.cvealed drat the farmers did 
not get any benefit. They were 
forced to live in penury while 
the trade was controlled by 
middlemen and money¬ 
lenders. More disturbing was 
iIk- do. lining food prodiicti.m 
m the country. The 
government scaled down the 
foodgrain production target by 
7 million tonnes to 203 million 
tonnes. Last year, the 
production was 194 million 
tonnes, a drop of nearly 5 
million tonnes over the 
previous year. 


.“(howed tw'o major flaws: first, 
though everyone talks of 
liberalisation the government 
did not seem to be serious to 
give up control of its monopo¬ 
lies. Secondly, it also pointed 
to the hurdles faced by busi¬ 
nesses in the country. The 
question everyone asked was: 
if Tata can't, who can? 


Many 

of the scan- [ 

dais uncovered in recent I 
years were buried and the g 
accused were let off by the I 
courts because of lack of g! 
evidence. Among the 
cases that were still in the 
news was the fodder scam 
in Bihar. On August 21,1998, 
the CBI raided the official 
residence of Chief Minister 
Rabri Devi because of hav¬ 
ing assets disproportionate 
to the known income 
.sources. I,aloo Prasad Yadav 
thus became the first Chief 
Minister to have his official 
residence raided. He was a^ 
rested and remanded to ju¬ 
dicial custody. 

In its first judgement 



BRIEFS 

■ It was a contradiction of 
sorts for a country claiming 
nuclear status to^be rated 
low down in the Human De¬ 
velopment Index calculated 
by the UNDP. India was 
placed at 139 among 174 
countries. Myanmar (131) 
and Pakistan (138) were 
placed higher. 

■ The Madhya Pradesh 
government's Education 
Guarantee Scheme, which 
ensured a daily average 
opening of 40 primary 
schools in 18 months, was 
awarded a gold medal for 
innovative government 
programmes in Common¬ 
wealth countries. The 
scheme was chosen from 
among 121 projects from 
124 countries by the 
Commonwealth Association 
for Public Administration 
and Management. 




Hr 

multi-crorc 
Securities scam, a 
illlllMt special court con- 

victed stock broker 
K Hiten Dalai and a 

former bank official 
S. Mohan, on charges of si¬ 
phoning off Rs 33 crore from 
Canara Bank Financial Ser¬ 
vices (CANFINA). Both 
were sentenced to seven 
years imprisonment and a 
fine of Rs 1 lakh. 

Former Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister Jayaialitha 
too found herself in deep 
, trouble. The Supreme Court 
rejected her plea that cases 
against were politically 
motivated. 
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BRIEF 

■ The Kisan credit card 
scheme for farmers to help 
them pay for agricultural in¬ 
puts. formulated by the Na¬ 
tional Bank for Agriculture 
and Rural Development 
(NABARD) was launched 
and would be implemented 
by commercial banks, 
regional rural banks and 
cooperative banks. 


■ BRIEF V-v , 

Jl iW’ ^srgetTt ^dia 
Bonds (RIB) Issde Of the 
Staid'B^k ol India 
., inopfi^\i^; $4,Te WWoct: 

' The iaaduroia colteoted 

; ^-dp^ding' eiflib^l infra*; 
^/atructure, but they were 
^.fiihlcij^d on.‘ttiia.grQunds 



M. here was 
much talk of 
"kick-starting" 
the economy 
but nothing 
seemed to 
work. The ru¬ 
pee had fallen 
to an all-time 
low, companies re¬ 
ported lower profits 
and sales, inflation 
inched upwards to 8%, 
and there was a severe slow¬ 
down. The Economic Survey 
pointed out that investment 
had slackened considerably 
since 1996-97. There was a 
decline in capital goods pro¬ 
duction. India registered one 
of its lowest ever growth rales 
of 2.6 per cent during 1997-98. 
The trade deficit widened to 
$ 6.7 billion against $ 5.55 
billion in the previous year. 
The survey also pointed out 
disturbing trends regarding 
food availability: it estimated 
that food production would 
decline 3.7 per cent in 1997-98 
over the previous year. The av¬ 
erage growth in food produc¬ 
tion has lagged behind growth 
in population. 

The RBI Annual Report 
for 1997-98 listed four areas 
that needed to be addressed 
quickly: industrial output, 
inflation, fiscal deficit and 
slowdown in exports. It 
warned against the govern¬ 
mentborrowing more* tlian the 
targeted amount and sup- 
|)orted the restrictions on 
capital account conwrtibility. 
Commerce Minister Rama- 
krishna Hegde announced 
steps to revive exports on 
August 5, 1998. The package 
included lowering of interest 
rates on pre-shipment and 
post-shipment export credit 
from 11 to 9% and sought to 
improve India's compe¬ 
titiveness. 


''Ihe hall Bu^Bt;Vas^'iK^jon 
burden on the travelling (iubjic bfiwiUshW 
The revised fare aiKf frwglTl rate’e, 

-.'1998^ wet* dntpeebidto ykidan a^io'ns^TMi^''<i^'fle,A^ 

The Rt 9,600 crora plan was proposed to baiieid^ li#oubMilitte{|pe 
frrm the pmate sector. Many new trains were proposetHp^totrodiji^. 
The increase fri fares wee criticised by the OppoMilpni 
budget 'ai^i-people'. New trains were introduded, jh^pdkig'dw l^effl 
Shetabdi, on August IS. Running between New Delhi end'Ahtritiw/it 
hai; ali modern feeUitiee like-telephone, fax end dme#: ’ ... ’ v., 


A part of the negative 
impact on the economy could 
be attributed to turmoil in 
South East Asia. The country 
was saved from collapse as 
other countries as it had been 
insulated from world markets, 
btdeed, the RBI's credit policy 
for the second half of 1998-99 
tightened operational norms 
for domestic financial markets. 

The money supply was 
untouched, while the lending 
rate was unchanged at 9% and 
the Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) 
at 11%. 

This did not hide the real 
problem—that there was little 
thinking about ecnnomic 
growth among the political 
leaders. After the confused 
policy of the previous regime, 
the BjP government unveiled 
a most unimaginative budget 
which was unabashedly 
protectionist. It was almost as 
if we were going back to the 
Nehruvian thinking of the 
1950s, the idealistic period 
which led to the country 
becoming one of the poorest in 
the world. Dubbed as ‘•wadcblit 
budget, it sought to increase 
protectionism: a special 8 per 
cent customs lew w.\s 
introduced to make foreign 
goods less attractive. It .sought 
to open the insurance sector 
and accelerate disinvestment. 
The tax net was sought to be 
widened by adding two more 
criteria for compulsory filing 
of returns and the extension of 
this to 23 more cities. There 
were no changes in personal 
income tax but the exemption 


limit was raised from Rs40,000 
to Rs 50,000. Prices of urea and 
petrol were first raised, then 
reduced, pointing to confused 
thinking. Outlay for agri¬ 
culture was increased by 50 per 
cent and rural development by 
18 per cent. 

The defence outlay was 
increased to Rs 41,200 crore. 
Tlie fiscal deficit was targeted 
at 5.6 per rent but the expen¬ 
diture increased by 14 per 
cent. 

A matter of great worry 
was live continuous slide of the 
value of the rupee. The rupee 
crashed to more than Rs 42 to 
the dollar even as the RBI 
governor insisted that 
everything was under control. 
The RBI took steps to halt the 
rupee slide by hiking the CRR 
to li“/;> from 10% from August 
29.1998. Other steps were also 
announced, draining out 
excess liquidity from the 
monee market with a large 
di'se ol direct intervention in 
the lorex market. 

The draft Ninth Plan 
document was released on 
March 1, 1998 by Vice 
Chairman of Planning Com¬ 
mission Madhu Dandavate. It 
envjsageil a plan sire of Rs 
875.000 crore and a 7 per cent 
rate of gnwlh. Tlvc Plan was 
unrealistic, because it did not 
take into account the poor per¬ 
formance of the economy 
during'1997-US with growth 
rate at just 5 per cent. The 
target was later scaled down 
to 6.5%, but even that seemed 
unachievable. 
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WlmisifittniiisatlaB 

Tht' i^ovornmcnt succe¬ 
eded in killing!; the Tata Airlines 
project, hut some liberalisation 
measures were taken up. On 
October 31, t‘i98. President 
K.R. Narayanan promulgated 
an ordinance to allow 
companies to buyback their 
shares iipto 25"o of the paid- 
up capital and free reserves. 
The Tjnance Ministry also 
proposed to privatise public 
sector enterprises. The 
proposal, titled "Privatisation: 
A fast track strategy", listed 10 
navratnaa, six public sector 
banks and the biggest financial 
institution, IDBI, as sell-off 
favourites. A Special Purpose 
Vehicle (SPV) would be set up 
to hold and PSE equity until 
government ownership came 


down to''49% in each PSE. On 
August 26, 1998, the govern¬ 
ment cleared the proposal for 
Global Mobile Personal 
Communication by Satellite 
(GMPCS), paving the way for 
hand-held satellite telephony 
in India. The government also 
approved a Finance Ministry 
proposal to simplify laws 
relating to government secu¬ 
rities and its management by 
the RBI, besides improving 
customer services by 
treasuries. 

A major policy initiative 
was taken up when the 
government decided to permit 
Internet Service Providers 
(ISPs) to set up their own gate¬ 
ways for data transmission, 
thereby ending the monopoly 
of VSNL. 


The government also 
decided to allow Indian 
companies to uplink from 
Indian soil, in a bid to liberalise 
broadcasting. The uplinking 
facility would be available 
only through VSNL, but would 
help the satellite channels. The 
government also prepared to 
introduce the Information 
Technology Act, 1998 for infor¬ 
mation technology security in 
the country and to improve the 
concept of electronic gover¬ 
nance and e-commercc. 

Minister for Urban Devel¬ 
opment Rain Jethmalani 
announced a series of reforms 
in the housing sector to meet 
the annual target of building 2 
million housing units. 
Announced on June 20, 1998, 
these reforms included 
conversion of leasehold to 
freehold property, regula- 
risation of unauthorised 
colonies and reforms in stamp 
duty laws. 



Oommfneas 

NarsimlianCoiiiiiilttae 

report, released in April 1998, 
made radical suggestions for the 
overhaul of (he financial sector, 
S.H. Khan working group 
recommended that financial 
institutions be allowed to 
convert themselves into banks 
and granted licenses. 

J.R. Verma Committee on 
Forward Trading {badia system), 
appointed by SEBI. Its recom¬ 
mendations would give the stock 
markets greater stability. 

Mabalan Committee 

report, sQbmitted on Apnl 15, 

1998, recommended total 
decontrol of the sugar pricing 
system in two years and 
discontinuation of sugar supply 
through the PDS. 

UwCommlsshm 

Headed by Justice B P. Jeevan 
Reddy, proposed far-reaching 
electoral reforms, including a 
ban on splits and mergers of 
political parties during the term 
of the Lok Sabha or the 
Legislative Assembly 


India had reason feel 
proud when Amatrya Sen won 
the 1998 Nobel Prize for 
economics, the first Asian to 
win the award, since it was 
first awarded in 1969. He is 
also the first solo winner of the 
prize since 1995. He has done 
extensive work, including 
studies of the 1973 famine in 
Ethiopia and the 1974 famine 
of Bangladesh. 

A distinguished academi¬ 
cian, he has taught in India, 
Britain and the United States. 
He was professor of economics 
and philosophy at Harvard 
before giving it up to become 
master of Trinity College in 
Britain. 

His work on famines is 
concerned with analysing the 
causes of famines and 
investigating the means of 


preventing them. He says that 
people starve when they do 
not have the means to buy 
food. Famine is not a shortage 
of food but can occur even 
when there is plenty of food 
in the country, if income 
collapses either because of un¬ 
employment or fall in the 
value of wages. He has found 
that many famines have oc¬ 
curred without any decline in 
food output, and one has to 
shift attention from famine as 
a food crisis to an economic 
crisis. 

Sen says that fanaines can 
be prevented by creating 
public projects and provide 
income for potential famine 
victims. This process combines 
market mechanisms with gov¬ 
ernment assistance, in contrast 
to elaborate feeding pro¬ 


grammes, which disrupt 
economic and social activity. 
At a political level, famines are 
associated with the absence of 
democracy. Famines have 
never occurred in democratic 
countries, even poor ones, 
which have regular elections 
and a free media. By contrast, 
they have occurred in military 
dictatorships, in colonial 
regimes and in one-party 
States, 

Despite the fact that his 
work is about the under¬ 
privileged, he is not against 
free markets or globalisation. 
However, they should be 
accompanied by creation and 
use of social opporfonities. If 
illiteracy and health care are 
not tacUed simidtaneousiy, a 
country would create soious 
problems fbr.itself. 


BRIEF 

■ The Prasar Bharatj.;9«)i- 
nance was. fiipall^^'l^^^, 
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■ A tornado hit 14 villages n 
West Bengal and Orissa in. March, 
1998, leaving more than 70 dead 
and rendering 15,000 homelesa. 

■ In the UP hills, huge land¬ 
slides occurred as denuded hills slid 
down in the monsoons. Malpa vil¬ 
lage was completely buried, killing 
200 people in August, 1998. Noted 
dancer Protima Bedi lost her life in 
the Kailash Mansarovar landslide. 

■ The country saw the worst 
floods of the decade. By 
September, 1998, some 6 mWion 
people had been rendered homeless 
in UP, Bihar, Bengal and Assam. 
More than 2,000 died and crops 
and property worth over Rs 5,000 
crore destroyed. 

■ One June 9, 1998, a 
cyclone struck Saurashtra coast, 
completely destroying Kandta port 
in Kutch. Property worth crores of 
rupees was destroyed and more 
than 1,000 people lost their lives. 

■ Temperatures in AP, Orissa, 
UP, Bihar and MP reached record 
highs in the summer. Some 2,500 
people were killed in the heat wave 
across the country. 


Hill 

w 











Relailoiisiiiltli 
Other Countiles 

L ong regarded as a soft 
State, the country 
(asserted itself, mudi to 
the dismay of the West, with 
its nuclear explosions in May, 
1998. Japan’s Foreign Minister 
Obichi Keizo summoned 
India's Ait^assador in Tokyo 
and deihanded that India dis¬ 
continue developing nuclear 
weapons immediately. The 
country suspended $26 million 
in annual grants in non¬ 
humanitarian aid and refused 
to host a World Bank spon¬ 
sored meeting on international 
aid for India. It partially froze 
on loans to India, which 
roughly totalled $1 billion a 
year. Japan has been the largest 
aid donor to India since 1986. 

Relations with China took 
a beating wd were brought to 
an all time low even before foe 
nuclear blasts. Defence 
Minister George Fernandes 
asserted that China was the 
"potential threat no. 1", 
r'attUng the Chinese and 
Ifocking the foreign office. He 
charged the Chinese of per¬ 
fidy: it had been supplying 
mittiles to Pakistan—refe^g 
to Pajdstan's missile pro- 
graimne, he said that China 
was the "mother of Gkauri 
Opposition 
wUh disrupting 
course 

tiitti!ip!i^e relati^ Wifo 


China, but it turned out thathe 
was bringing bidia's security 
threats into focus. When dw 
nudear blasts came, Be^g 
seemedstunned intosilence 
and only expressed grave 
concern over India launching 
nits nuclear tests. 

New 2^ealand, Australia 
and Canada recalled their am¬ 
bassadors from India and 
halted all development 
assistance. 

Relations wifo USA su^ 
fered greatlY ^ IndiaVSiv^ 
JTaswant Singh held talks wifo 
Deputy Secretary of State 
Str^ Talbott but the US im¬ 
posed economic sanctions 
based on a 1994 law that 
freezes all but humanitarian 
aid to non-nuclear countries 
that conduct nuclear tests. 
Over $1 billion of loans, loan 
guarantees and humanitarian 
aid was stopped. Seven Indian 
scientists working in US labo¬ 
ratories and institutions were 
asked to return home. At first 
it seemed that foe sanctions 
would be partially lifted and 
on November 7, 1998, 
President Clinton decided to 
use the one year waiver 
authority granted by the US 
Congress to remove some of 
foe sanctions against India. But 
on November 13, it blacklisted 
200 Indian companies to which 
US firms could not import to. 
Indian institutes were also in 
foe list, denying them foe right 
to import US goods. 

The only country that 
held a strategic dialogue was 
loanee, ending India's post- 
Pokhran isolation. Talks were 
held on October 21,1998 on a 
ran^ of issues, tanging from 
improving economic ties to 
enhanced strategic intoraction. 
Nuclear missile issues were 
also addressed prance agreed 
to give dhal^HUpbse tedinol- 


Relations with Pakistan 
all but broke down. The 
country had responded with 
nuclear tests of its own. It 
reamained in a belligerent 
mood, firing along the Line of 
Control, kil^g many dviiians. 
On July 29, 1998, the Prime 
Ministers of foe two countries 
met at the SAARC summit in 
Colombo for a fruitless discus¬ 
sion, even as shelling 
continued at foe border. The 
foreign secretaries of the two 
countries re-opened their 
dialogue, stalled for more than 
an year. Again, no headway 
was made because the two 
sides could not agree on foe 
modalities to discuss Kashmir. 
Talks were held on the Siachen 
glacier issue, but no solution 
could be found. Pakistan re*' 
jected the Confidence-building 
Measures (CMs) proposed by 
India, including a cease-fire, to 
establish durable peace at the 
world's highest battlefield. 

The bone of contention 
between the two countries was 
the Kashmir issue and 
domestic politics in Pakistan 
prevented any solution to that. 
Pakistan kept up its 
propaganda war. During the 
Non-Aligned Summit in 
Durban, South Africa's 
President Nelson Mandela 
raised heckles when he 
mentioned Kashmir. He later 
withdrew his statement. 

President K.R. Narayanan 
visited Germany, Portugal, 
Luxembourg and Turkey in 
Septenfoer, 1998, to give a new 
forust to India's trade with 
European countries. Apart 
from economic gains, the 
President assured the nations 
that India's nuclear tests did 
not pose any foreat to world 
peace.' Prime Minister 
Vajpayee visited Oman in 
August, 1998 and appealed to 
foe countiy to help fight ter- 
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rorism. He also visited 
Namibia and signed five 
economic pacts with the coun¬ 
try, for boosting biJateral 
economic ties. 

Relations with Bangla¬ 
desh improved too, with the 
visit of Prime Mittister Sheikh 
Hasina on fune 10, 1998, to 




Iw 


further bilateral relations 
between the two countries. 
Tliere were discassions on the 
Indo-Bangladesh joint economic 
commission and on the Indo- 
Bangladesh Water Tr^ty signed 
in 1996. She also offered Dhaka 
as venue for talks between In¬ 
dia aiul Pakistan. 


met 


T he law and order 
situation in the coimtry 
continued to decline. 
The situation was grim indeed; 
the Home Ministry said that 
210 out of 535 districts were 
affected by insurgency, ctlmic 
conflict, extremism, caste 
clashes and so on. 

For the first time, 
Kashmiri militants entered 
Himachal Pradesh and killed 
34 people in Chamba district 
on August 3,1998. A week ear¬ 
lier, they had .shot 17 Hindus 
in two villages adjoining Doda 
district in J&K. Kashmir 
continued to be in the news 
too, with frequent killings. 

On April 17, 1998, 26 
Hindus were massacred by 
terrorists in Prankote village in 
Udhampur district. On 


January 25, 23 Hindus had 
been killed in Wandhama 
village and on January 30, nine 
people had been killed in Nava 
Pachi area. 

On February 14, 1998, at 
least 31 people were killed in a 
series of 12 bomb blasts. One 
bomb exploded at the venue 
of a public meeting to be ad¬ 
dressed by BJP President l,.K. 
Advani, who escaped 
because he was late. The 
bombs had been planted in 
cars parked near the venue 
and in busy areas. No group 
claimed responsibility for the 
blasts though Islamic funda¬ 
mentalist forces were ac¬ 
cused. 

The North-East continued 
to burn. On March 31, 1998, 
Tripura Health Minister Bimal 


SinJia and one of his brothers, 
were killed in an ambush by 
suspected National Liberation 
Front of Tripura (NLFT) mili¬ 
tants. In Assam, 43 people 
were killed in Kokrajhar 
between September 13-17, 
1998. The Bodos carried on 
their campaign of terror. 

The gangrape of a 27 
year old girl in September, 

1997, shook Rajasthan as it 
implicated a number of 
influential persons. The 
police were accused of 
dithering with the case and 
she was reportedly 
gangraped again in May, 

1998. The case pointed to the 
increasing crimes against 
women in the country. 

The inununity and ease by 
which wildlife laws were 
broken was exposed when 
actor Salman Khan was 
arrested in October, 1998, for 
shooting endangered species 
of deer, the Black Buck, in 
Rajasthan. The animal loving 
Bishnois were incensed and 
held demonstrations. The case 
showed how the poacher and 
the rich hunter broke the 
Wildlife (Protection) Act with 
ease, decimating the wildlife 
wealth of the country. Across 
the country, many species were 
nearing extinction but the law 
was helpless to control the 
massacre. 



ilfjistltuite'Wjpwt 

by Btown. 

.ta(^.4h^ itidla IMly 

. wat'«r - 

M Its popuiai' 

: |ldn WI^'»atlD 1(10)^88 to 
i43S'6fl|ioh by 2050, 
makins it tba.itibst popu¬ 
lous nation oh aafth. 

■ Tho i^tlonal Security 
Cduncll was finalty set up, 
compfTaing a cabinet 
committee on haHonai secu¬ 
rity chaired by the Prime 
Mihister. 


Controversy was raised 
when the Maharashtra 
government rejected the 
findings of the Srikrishna 
Commission on the 1992-93 
Mumbai riots and serial bomb 
blasts, dubbing it as biased and 
anti-Hindu. The report had 
blamed Shiv Sena and its chief 
Bal Thackeray for the 
organised attacl» on the mi¬ 
nority community. It also 
indicted the weak political 
leadership and the poUce in the 
State 
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solvent. That turned into an 
economic crisis as factories 
closed and prices shot up, 
which in turn fuelled a social 



T he year 1998 experienced 
more shock waves from 
Asia. The first major shock 
wave was the economic 
turmoil of South Asian nations, 
which spread to Japan. In 
many countries people had 
seen their wealth and jobs 
disappear, which soon took 
the form of social unrest. 
From Thailand to Malay¬ 
sia to In¬ 
donesia, ^<1 

people jSBl 
expressed ^ 

dissatis- 
faction with their 
leaders. " • 

The crisis of confidence 
that shook Indonesia in the 
wake of the currency turmoil 
in Thailand swiftly became a 
financial crisis when the cu^ 
rency, the rupiah, plummeted. 
Foreign debts became unman¬ 
ageable and banks became in¬ 


The year was a time to come to terms with history. Japan's Prime Minister Obuchi issued his country's apology 
to South Korea, ha\dng accepted the fact that Japan had inflicted heavy damage and pain on the Koreans through its 
colonlai rule. It was the first written apology aver issued to an individual country by Japan for its action before and 
during World War II. South Korea's President Kim Oae-jung accepted the apology and promised a gradual opening of 
Japanese cultural imports, banned since 1945. 

Russia and China agreed for military cooperation and joining efforts to oppose US hegemony. Russian Defence 
Minister Igor Sergeyev visited Beijing and both sides attacked the mono-polar world being created by the expansion 
of NATO and the US-Japanese missile system. 

US President Bill Clinton visited China and signed a landmark US-ChIna agreement on peaceful use of nuriear 
technology and signed seven contracts worth $2 billion. President CHnton raised the issue of human rights In a 
televisad debate and Chlrasa President Jiang Zemin politely told him that It was not the business of USA The other 
Issues discussed were Itsiwan, Tibet and the Asian currency crisis. The leaders also Issued a statement carving out 
a supervisory role for themselves In South A^. India was quick to react, saying that the statement represented the 
mentality of e bygone era. Japan also felt slde-irackad and had to be placated by a US diplomat. For India, the matter 
was of deep conMm as It raprsnntad the growing UB-CNna-Paldstan axis In the region. 


crisis as the poor struggled to 
cope with a new level of 
poverty. Their anger was taken 
out at shopkeepers, usually 
those from the ethnic-Chinese 
minority. Students took to the 


streets, and the movement 
forced Suharto from office in 
May, 1998. B.J. Habibe took 
charge, but did not have tlte 
legitimacy to rule. In Novem¬ 
ber, 1998, the protests had mul¬ 
tiplied, with people 

demanding that military 
should not be in politics. The 
generals abandoned re¬ 
straint, and soldiers shot 
directly 

■rfharndkai the 

crowd, 
mmm juUing six 
and si- 
r iencing chants of 

* ^ ^ 'reformasi', an 
overhaul of the political sys¬ 
tem. 

In Malaysia, the 17-year 
reign of impressive achieve¬ 
ments Prime Minister Mahatir 
Mohamad suffered a serious 
blow as his once trusted 
former Deputy Prime Minister 


4 nwar Ibrahim went m trial. 

e was accused of promiscu¬ 
ity with women and, .more 
shockingly, witih men.' Malay¬ 
sians too demonstrated on ^e 
streets calling for Mahatir's 
resignation and for 
"reformasi". 

The second nuqor shock 
waves were feom the Indian 
sub-continent. India's nuclear 
tests were matched by Pakistan 
and the two countries seemed 
to have entered a dangerous 
“ ^ arms race. Pakistan had earlier 
took tested its Chauri missile, 
e tlte gleefully noting that it could 
vem- any Indian city within 12 

minutes. India accused China 
lople of helping Pakistan and de- 
•tary clared that it was its chief 
>. The enemy, the nuclear blasts had 
^ changed the security 
shot environment in Asia and 
threatened to upset the 
the geopolitics practised by the 
w d, Western powers. 

8 In deep trouble was 

s*' Pakistan, wWch had imposed 
its of emergency on May 28, 1998 
’ when it conducted its nuclear 
^ ®y®‘ tests. The Supreme Court re¬ 
stored the fundamental rights 
of citizens in July, saying that 
ievfr there no legal justification 
hatir for suspending these rights, 
rious The Nawaz Sharif government 
fell back on religion to get 
iist®r gome legitimacy. On August 
, 30, 1998, a parliamentary 

• 4 *',;^' standing committee passed a 
^logy bill making the country into an 
gi, jjg Islamic State. Going back on 
a and fi*® legacy of its founding 
ing of father Jinnah, who wanted it 
to have a secular democracy, 
fance Pakistan was on the road to 
nslon join the ranks of Saudi Arabia 
and Afghanistan. Sharif's 
idaar move was widely condemned. 

I In a However, the Bill to enforce 
other Islamic Sharia law was passed 
g out in the national assembly. On 
d tht October 7, 1998, the Chief of 
’■ttof Army Staff, Jehangir Karamat, 
resigned because of serious 
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BRIEFS 

On July 18, 1998, UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
signed a treaty in Rome to set 
up the first permanent 
international court to try war 
crimes. The International 
Criminal Court (ICC) will 
operate from the Hague in 
Netherlands and will bring 
individuals to justice for geno¬ 
cide, crimes against human¬ 
ity, war crimes and 
aggression. 


differences with Nawaz Sharif. 

The country had also ex¬ 
perienced sectarian violence in 
Karachi and elsewhere, 
undermining the stability of 
the country. Nevertheless, it 
had entered into an arms race 
with India: on April 6,1998, it 
had tested its Intermediate 
Range Ballistic Missile (IRBM) 
Ghauri, capable of carrying 
nuclear warheads and hitting 
Indian cities. 

On November 8, 1998, a 
Bangladesh court sentenced to 
death 15 ex-military officials 
on charges of assassinating its 
founding father. Sheikh 
Mujibur ^hman in a coup 23 
years ago. No action had been 
taken until his daughter. 


Snippets 


(iHMon Trial: Triala nucSsn^iii Ihtt us. A Fmemf court 
judges denied a motion by ihe lawyers of President Clinton to 


f f' VlfQrtd%ar Odkl: SWIse batdo r^eased natnea associated 

with 1,756 numb«ed accounts opened by clients before World 

V War.O, betiewed to be belong (e wocaust.vlctims. The deposits 
\ totailed 141 miilon end ihe^ banka liwit^ d^itors or their 
' ’'jiblra to cUm the dormant Aacotihk 

; . Tbllban Ban: The TbOban ^vemmeftl hi Afghanieten ex- 
i . iende^ its batt on phofogiapln. It is IH^ to display photo- 
. the kt llitlnig ereaWes because such 

V tekssentatlons arecohsjdeledr offensive In Mam. 

; candle III theWifnd:^hil^n'S tribute to Princess Diana 

‘Mtids lapped up by people And".<ktased sales of 31 rhlUlon, 


l>|i^vedk«iharger 


> a*..,, 


I Union ap* 


!-^I'bii^t aerospiK^'cdmkihy^^^ 

. ' ‘ iN^atiiaiir: h^osi^Mpmted ns 8S0th an- 

; k^oinhidrang durir^ the ceiebratlonA>h;^^i|y^ buhtov hired 
: 8eloud seedhtg aiieiaft to fire at any ih the 

•ixyfchiiy of tikchy- ' :'-.r/j ■■ 
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Sheikh Hasina led the Awami 
League to power in 1996. 

In Giina, President Jiang 
Zemin secured a victory by 
getting re-elected to the posts 
of Head of State and Chairman 
of the Central Military 
Commission on March 16, 
1998, Outgoing Premier Li 
Peng was elected Chairman of 
China’s Parliament. Member 
of the poiitburo of the ruling 
Communist Party Hu Jintao, 
was elected as Vice President. 
For the post of Premier, China 
chose Zhu Rongji, a technocrat 
and the architect of a far 
reaching government over¬ 
haul. 

On April 27, 1998, 
Afghanistan's Taliban militia 
and the northern alliance 
adopted a four-point agenda 
for their crucial peace talks 
which included consideration 
of cease-fire and discussion on 
the contentious Ulema (Islami 
scholars) commission, to set 
the terms for peace and 
eventual general elections. The 
earlier talks had failed but the 
breakthrougli this time came 
due to the intervention of US 
Ambassador to UN, Bill 
Richardson. 

Democracy eluded 
Myanmar. Opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi was 
prevented from holding meet¬ 
ings and to attend an ASEAN 
meet. In August, the army 
rejected a request from the UN 
Secretary General that his 
representative be allowed to 
visit the country. ASEAN 
leaders added their voices to 
those urging the Generals to 
ease their rule. 

me MMme East 

After intense nego¬ 
tiations, a Middle East Peace 
Accord was signed by Israel's 
PM Benjamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian leader Yasser 




TION 





AbilUlisttim" AbeBafcir 
came Nigsriabi # 
sinoeitiaeouhtrybKavwIn#^ 
dent in i Ke.. tgoM^..k 

President %>l|i^%ing'.ttw. (fea^'pf. 

Gen Sani Absqha. ' . 

in Riisala, M LosisrBduk 
ofParliaiheiht, the DUiiiiMippril^ 
Geigsi kii^bad 
on April 24,tat&^ snsaitti vet-, 
ing, he ^tiOtbSAn-abls’laisecufs" 

enot^h''vofes, ..' 8: 

Miri becs^..m 

Pibsfdent'.kifie Begums !.«• 
bn tia^: 

’'CMgStngfissiilbntNmll^ 


'jlhe (ww Presaei^ii l ^lif^bllfR' 
bythalMF meseuris fc 


cAV 


Arafat at Wye Rivgj in USA, 
on October 4, 1998. It was 
agreed that Israel would 
withdraw troops from a 
further 13% of the Wat Bank 
while the Palestinians would 
reduce police to 24,009 in 
accordance with the'Oslo 







fKXQid. The Palestinians were 
assured of a sizeable piece of 
land while it promised to stop 
terrorism against Israel. Jew¬ 
ish settlers declared the accord 
as a betrayal, while Arafat also 
faced problems as he had 
vowed to disarm the terrorist 
group, Hamas. It responded 
with an attack on a busload of 
children of Israeli settlers in 
the Gaza strip. An Israeli army 
escort jeep intercepted the 
explosives filled car, which 
blew up, killing the bomber 
and one soldier. Arafat ordered 
a crackdown on Hamas and 
put its leader. Sheik Ahmed 
Yassin, under house arrest. 

Tension escalated as Iraq's 
President Saddam Hussein 
refused to cooperate with UN 
arms inspectors looking for 
biological and chemical 
weapons in the country, even 
as the country reeled under 
economic sanctions imposed 
by the West. On March 3,1998, 
the UN Security Council 
endorsed a deal engineered by 
UN chief Kofi Annan's deal to 
open Iraq's presidential pal¬ 
aces to UN arms inspectors. 
The UN Secretary General had 
signed a deal with Iraq on 
February 23 to allow UN in¬ 
spectors to visit eight 
lYesidential palaces which Iraq 
had placed limits. The crm 
was averted, only to resurface 
again in Novemlwr, 1998 when 
Saddam Hussein announced 
that he was blockii^ UN moni¬ 
toring. Once again, the US 
prepared to bond) Iraq and was 
width) one hour of ^'attack 
when Hussein relented and 
sent a message to the UN 
Secretary General that he 
would let dte inspectors do 
didr job. 

On July 25,1996, Iran con- 
finned that it had successfully 
tested a long range missile, 
Sh|lub-3. The US ^ that dte 
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UNITED STATES 


The US was well-settled in its 
role of global policeman. It 
continued its peace 
efforts in the Middle 
East, fought terror¬ 
ism by bombing 
bases in Afghanistan 
and Sudan and im¬ 
posed economic 
sanctions against 
India and Pakistan 
for testing nuclear 
weapons. At home, hoW' 
ever. President Clinton came 
close to losing his job as alle¬ 
gations of sexual relations 
with White House employees 
were made. The Paula Jones 
case was dismissed but he had 
to admit sexual relations with 
a White House intern, Monica 
Lewinsky. The relentless pros¬ 
ecutor, Kenneth Starr, 
pursued the case but the 
American public lost interest 
and Clinton survived, against 
all odds. The President was 
seen to have lied under oath, 
but hopes of impeaching him 
were dashed when his party, 
the Democrats, registered 



gains in the elections for the 
US Congress. The Republican 
campaign fell flat 
on its face. 

Earlier during 
the year, on August 
7, 1998, simulta¬ 
neous bombs ex¬ 
ploded outside the 
US embassies in 
Kenya and Tanza¬ 
nia killing 175 
people and injuring 
more than 4000. A Saudi-bom 
millionaire, Osama Bin 
Laden, living in Afghanistan, 
came into the picture as 
having been behind the 
attacks. On August 21, the 
US retaliated by launching 
■cruise missile strikes against 
alleged terrorist camps in 
Afghanistan and a chemical 
plant in Sudan. The attacks 
provoked strong protests. 
However, it was not a glo¬ 
bal war on terrorism, as the 
US made it clear that other 
countries did not have the 
right to do the same. 


missile was of North Korean 
origin, which made a mockery 
of the attempts by the West to 
control spread of weapons in 
the world. 

Tension built up on the 
Iran-Afghan border in Octobei; 
1998, and Iranian forces 
clashed with Taliban militia in 
the first major clash between 
the two. 

Troubled Emiie 

The world's latest trouble 
spot is Kosovo, a province that 
lies between Serbia and 
Albaiua. Once an autonomous 
f^^al unit of Yugoslavia, it 
has been stripped away of its 
autonomy by dte Serbian gov- 
ernmertt The struggle for 
independence has resulted in 
brutal qtpressirxt artd killirtgs 


by the Serbs. More than 
2,60,000 people were driven 
from their homes. 

In May, 1998, US envoy 
Richard .Holbrooke began a 
round of shuttle diplomacy 



BIIEfS 

■ India was elected the first 
chairman of a new sfanding 
committee on information 
technology related to Intellec¬ 
tual Property Rights (IPR). 
The committee replaced 
World Intellectual Properly 
Organisation’s (WlPO) earlier 
permanent committee and 
will reduce the increasing rate 
of biopiracy.- 

■ Asia will be the least pre- • 

pared region of the world to ; 
face the millennium bug. 
Asian governments have 
been slow to develop 
solutions. Indonesia and ; 
China are the ones at great- : 
est risk. ; 

■ The 53rd UN General As¬ 
sembly meet began on Sep- ■ 
tember 21, 1998. Non- • 
proliferation, terrorism, the 
Asian currency crisis and re¬ 
gional conflicts dominated the ; 
agenda. India wanted to have ■ 
a ban on nuclear weapons 
gbbatly, and Pakistan raised 
the issue of Kashmir. 



by’hljTlriHA successes, ironically one ^ 

9h'salS.ih the us In April, 199B, 
fie li)0ifat.<^<n|drug all times and ts^ the 
>''PfwjiEMntl^ possible sh^ eftacts of 
libiiritkil^W'ciBilr 1h^ didhoYstop the" 
ftt tor the dnjg. Some 10,000. ■ 
There vns 

ittt^l^^^^^rwiuiheiTxwle. r/fanteljbseame 
-■». OIrectpr .tomes.. 

ijirttlchtof^k In J9l.2'«ii Its, 
slmoij^ of the ship 09 ^ 
I'specUl'sliects to film the sinking, 
tfw fim Into a big hit alt oVef 
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BRIEFS 

■ The international treaty 
eliminating landmines be¬ 
came a law after it was rati¬ 
fied by 40 countries on 
September 17,1998. Stock¬ 
piles of landmines are to be 
destroyed within four years 
and all mines would be re¬ 
moved from the ground 
within 10 years. 

■ Former Chilean dictator 
Augusto Pinochet won the 
first rounds of his battle 
against extradition from Brit¬ 
ain to Spain on charges of 
genocide and torture. Spain 
had asked British 
authorities to hold the 
general for questioning 
about atrocities committed 
against Spanish citizens 
and others during 17 years 
in power. 


and succeeded in getting 
ethnic Albanian and Serb ne¬ 
gotiators to start talks in 
Pristina as fighting continued. 
In luno, NATO allies 
threatened Milosevic with air 
strikes unless he halted his 
attacks on the Albanians. 
However, the UN Secretary 
General, Kofi Annan, warned 
NATO that it must seek a 
Security Council mandate for 
any military intervention in 
the Serbian province. The UN 
called for a cease-fire but the 
Serbian army continued to 
attack villages in the Drenica 
region of Kosovo. By October, 
things had worsened and 
Western nationals were 
advised to leave Yugoslavia as 
NATO gave the go-ahead for 
military action against 
Yugoslavia if President 
Milosevic did not comply with 
UN resolutions on Kosovo. 

At the last moment, on 
October 13, 1998, US envoy 
Richard Holbrooke emerged 
with an agreement with 
Milosevic and NATO strikes 
were avoided. Yugoslavia 
agreed to allow a 2,0(X)-strong 
monitoring force into Kosovo 


. Mstoryvi4ianHurrH»>aMiih9iw|»|^i4^mN!^^ 
ing massive flooding. Soma S0,()00 ptfdple i!liBd.l4btA>uraa^ Nlcar^a 
took the brunt of ttw storm, talh 78% of their Intreathj^^ 

. .mMGt) ofthi^r agricuitufe damagtKi. 

^ At leaetSOOQ people were killed la an earthquake that fod^ north- 
eist Afghanistan on May 30, l09e.Meeswtng 7Ld6rttfw Bief^seale; 

It flaitenqd scores of villages. A rescue operation wM^faupdiisd by Ste 
IfNerto Other a^^nctoa. It was estimated that mote . 

imo ttmAttant to - v 

< ;.iiier said PPmee^ toe 

''igeWf) had burnv'jpmkilfilyeausiiig the crasff. ■ ’r'. 

A gas pipaltiw ^dort in Nigerto, kWiKt Top pf^^iirKi'jiipiT 
fPf divbv^n^ pwhi^biarMd sabo|mtfi«ptotic||M 
p|k'W:fRiitatvaf dw'.iMtvtt 'enuihld' Into', the 
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to ensure fiiat it complied with 
UN demands. He agreed to let 
unarmed foreign observers 
monitor the withdrawal of 
Serb troops from Kosovo, and 
take part in political talks that 
would restore greater self-rule 
to the province. 

The agreement signed on 
April 17,1998 (Good Friday), 
between file British and Irish 
governments and the political 
parties in Northern Ireland 
aimed to end almost 30 years 
of bitter civil and sectarian 
conflict. Ireland has seen much 
violence and bomb blasts. It 
could be rated equally in 
importance with another 
historic happening, the end of 
apartheid in South Africa or 
the Middle East Peace process. 

The Catholics form a 
minority in the province but 
have never accepted Northern 
Ireland's separation by the 
British from the rest of Ireland. 
The formation of the terrorist 
outfit Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) was an outlet for pent 
up frustrations of Catholic 
nationalists as they pursued 
their goal of united Irdand. In 
1994, after 25 years of violent 
struggle, the announced a 
cease-fire. In 1995, British 
Prime Minister John Major and 
Irish Prime Minister John 
Bruton presented a framework 
for peace negotiations, but in 
early 1996 the IRA announced 
an end to the cease-fire, and 
violence resumed. Peace talks 
began in June 1996, but ti»ey 
excluded Sinn Fein because the 
IRA had not restored its cease¬ 
fire. 

The peace agreement was 
therefore a remarkable 
achievement. It does not 
promise any change in the 
Norfii's place as part of Britain 
unless a majority of voters 
want it. On May 22,199B, a 
referendum waa held and 
voters accepted the agreement. 


Attempts were made to 
disrupt the agreement and oh 
August 15, 1998, a car bomb 
exploded in a crowded market 
of Omagh, killing 21 people. 
The Irish National LilKraUon 
Army claimed responsibility 
but later apologised for the 
attack. 

The effort to bring peace 
in Northern Ireland was 
recognised as an achievement; 
John Hume and David 
Trimble, rival politicians of 
Northern Ireland, were 
honoured with the Nobel 
Peace Prize for 1998 for their 
efforts to bring about a 
peaceful solution. 

THE INIIRNATIOIIAL 
EOONOIIY 

East.Asia had seen three 
decades of growth averaging 
almost 8% a year and the four 
original 'tiger' economies— 
Hong Kong, Singapore, South 
Korea and Taiwan—had 
worked themselves to 
developed country status. In 
1998, file countries were in a 
terrible fix. GDP fell by more 
than 20% in South Korea, 
Malaysia and Indonesia. 
Plunging currencies and 
stockmarkets in deep freeze: 
the Indonesian rupiah fell 
more than 80% against the 
dollar and currencies of other 
countries were 25-50% down. 
Foreign debto burdens of the 
countries ffius increased dra¬ 
matically in terms of local 
currency. The GDP growth was 
expected to remain weak till 
2000: in South Korea and Thai¬ 
land the government 
encouraged people to give 
their gold jewrilery to brast 
foreign exchange reserves 
while in Thailand luxury, cars 
and goods were available at 
hi^y discounted prices. 

The economic iigem.^d 
fallen by the wayside and liow 
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it was the turn of mighty Japan. 
Industrial output fell for die 
first two quarters of 1998 in 
succession, so it was officially 
in recession. Hus sent a wave 
of world-wide alarm, as the 
yen sank to its eight year low. 
Its failing economy was a 
potential to its neighbours 
and die rest of the world. At 
the root of the problem were 
the failing banla, which had 
kept weak firms in business, 
undermining the entire 
economy. Their bad debts to¬ 
talled 12% of GDP, and put 


. ‘TtvriOth.SAARC Summit 
was held in Ckiiornbo on July 
2d4t,'i 998. ItdedtSdfbrgrsatsr 
coopemtkin among the naam* 
bam, the setting up pr a'frha 
tmdt^fegima by 2002 and tor 
nuctSar disarmament. The 
SAARC summits have beooma 
meeting points tor Prime Min- 
■stem m indhi and Pakistan, 
and this ona Was no dOtorent. 
NSMtotr Sharif suggested that 
SA’ARG discusstons'be ex¬ 
panded beyond economlo 
matters. Talks, between toe two 
leaders failed, as Pafciatan 
wanted toe central toeus to be 
Kashmir, whtchwas notaocept- 
Stole to Jndia..'nia sumndt did 
not achieve anything nWiohi 

S ven lhes.e,;P9Sturee, bfidA 
ggest rnanmsrs; Only two 
ptoposals Wera sndorsedtDml, 


brakes on further lending and 
raising anxieties about the 
security of the banking system. 
The world looked to Giina, 
whose economy had also 
slowed down. Its banking 
sector was even shakier, 
because of lending to loss¬ 
making State enterprises. Non¬ 
performing loans were 
estimated to be one-third of 
total bank loans. However, 
Qiina held on and did rK>t de¬ 
value its currency, the yuan. 

Russia's economic plight 
was worse than Japan's. The 


tdaf dlMonilhdht: 

- ■ ‘ ^ 

bradt'lo 

•tlmihit'.lhF.. 





.imtot/borttor torrorism. global 
{fiaarmamenteufid relevance of 
the Non-Aligned Movement, 
were diecoeied. The Ouitoan 
dedaration called tor universal, 
non-dlecrirrdnatory nuclear re¬ 
gime and «toepted India's pro- 
pQdhl'for bn International 
contorence In 1^99 to work tor 
compieta.iMminatibn of weap- 
x»ia of mpim deabuction. 

. .Thai Summit, 

Whkto ended Ml dune to, 1998, 
adoptiBd.il gidbaf etretagy set- 
tlhO' Ip'tyeaf' targets to eradl- 
caui damand and supply of 
IWott dnjge and eQrefid to work 
tor-better eo>ordlnet|on and 
gghf money toundsdng. It also 
fiomdiftted.' reduction, of 
dugivatianofllOcIf crops arid set 
SOQS.m toe target data for re- 
ddclnd. dn)g i trafficking, 
eubMarytlMhi 

'D^Honi^ ITfdotm* 

hmkM’to 

kt'SuMd9f>AtrBs 
' ih,>Nd<imbeh igse. .They eet 
; 201^ ipltw deadikie-^mvle- 


govemmait defaulted on loan 
repayments, prices were rising 
and there was a run on the 
banks. The problem was partly 
the result of the interest 
burden. This amounted to 5.7 
per cent of GDP in 1996, 4.5 
per cent in 1997 and 5 per cent 
in the first quarter of 1998, 
largely because of the very 
high interest rates on rouble 
borrowing imposed to drive 
down inflation. Many of 
Russia's banks had speculated 
in the market for the 
government's short-term 
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n. global bitity in South Asia and called 
vance of for restraint by India and Pakl- 
vament, stan in intensifying a nuclear 
Ouitoan arms race. Prime Ministers of 
niveieal, both the countries were un¬ 
clear re- happy about the summit, 
lie’s pro- Vajpi^ee did not ilka that they 
lational wanted to Internationalise the 
woiktor Kashmir issue while Nawaz 
3f weap- ' Sharif accused toem of double 
Ion. . standards on the NPT. 
lummit, ' Leaders of 16 developing 
10,1998, countries gathered In Cairo tor 

tagy set- a summit of (3-15 on May 11- 

lo eradi' 13, 1998. The hIghHght of the 

jpply of summit was formation of the 

I to work Q-15 Chambers of Commerce 

Ion and and Industry, but toe leaders 

g. It also also analyst the Asian flnan- 

ion. of cial turmoil and seek a louder 

t and eet voice for emerging economies 

is for re- In'.world trade arrangements, 

fficking, The group endorsed India’s 

proposal for co-ordinated ac- 
^dotm>. tion to resMunliatoral trade 

ClWMla tions and asserted that trade 

jfi^ree dlffersncee should be settled 

Iwy eel within the frarnework of the 

9r«vl8- WTO. 

Leaders of the group of 
eight, toe G-8 Summit, ended 
. In Sirmingham on May 17, 

irif .to'jwdiiica. 1888, by announcing an 

by agreement to ease the debt 

ppr 'edURfrtiie. burden of aome of toe poorest 

CHi^indlAand nations of the world. The 

° leaders agreed on specific 

.msMures tor this purpose. 
They urged toe affected opun* 
tries to keep opening their 
markets to Invaatment and 
^ . irads. India wai condemned for 

#tob. ^dDndqoitng;8iieiear'teste but 
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vwitioh for ffii euppreeeidn 


of terrorist bombings was 

signed on January 12, 1998. 
Sri Lanka became the first 
nadon to sign, together with 
USA, UK, France. Germany, 
Russia and Canada. It would 
remain open for signatures till 
Dacembar 31,1999 and would 
enter Into force once 22 
member-states ratify it. H 
specifies crimss which arb 
extraqitabls. The signatories 
would develop legal frame¬ 
works to deal with perpetratore, 
of bombings and help in akba- 
diting the suspects. 

On April 22, 1898, Amb 
countries signed the first 
regional antt-terrorism padt. It.. 
called for Arab eodhtriee to 
deny refuge, training and 
military support to . 90 ups toaf . .. 
launch attacks on otoer , 
nations and to exchariga.' 
information on terrorist grwpa.' 
It, however, exempted militinfe 
who target Israel and to^e 
acts aimed at liberation and' 
setf-detsrmlnatlon, 

Leadsra of Curope and 
ASEAN countrlaa mat tor a 
two-day Afila-Europa Summijt 
meeting in Loridon on i^i 3- 
4, 1988 with a promise of 
European support for the eco¬ 
nomically troubled Aslan 
nations, They predicted that 
Asia's growth would continue 
to toe.merHum ternL although 
there were signs of economic 
crisis worsantog in Japan. The 
sunimit urged the Asian 
natfbhl) to toftow .4MF 
pfeeoripttontorreeiovefy, avoid, 
prbteottonieffi and eatablIMt,.’ 
dpan, cradibie flnai^pl 
iiyStems. 
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rouble liabilities by borrowing 
dollars. They had also made 
large commitments in the 
forward market for foreign 
exchange. As a result, most 
were now bankrupt. 

Russia's reforms were on 
the presumption that once the 
bulk of the country's industrial 
enterprises had been 
privatised, the trade regime 
liberalised, and macro¬ 
economic stability achieved, 
growtli would automatically 
follow, just as it had in Poland, 
Hungary and the Czech Re¬ 
public. It had worked in 
eastern Europe but the legacy 
of 74 years of Communist rule 
meant that large sections of the 
economy were seemingly 
immune to market disciplines. 
'Trivatised" companies were 
run like Soviet-era quasi¬ 
ministries. They failed to pay 
either taxes or their workers' 
wages. Loss-making industries 
reverted to barter trade, plung¬ 
ing workers into a largely non¬ 
cash economy. Russia's credit 
rating went below Indonesia's 
and there were no signs that 
things were going to improve. 

There was another 
casualty of the Asian crisis, 
and that was the credibility 
of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). Its strategy went 
like this; (a) Lend the afflicted 
countries money to help tide 
them over the crisis. (i>) As a 
condition for the loan, 
demand that they reform 
their economies, eliminating 
the worst excesses of crony 
capitalism, (c) Require them 
to maintain high interest 
rates to entice capital into 
staying in the country, (d) 


Wait for confidence to return. 
This strategy had worked in 
the Mexican crisis of 1995. 
This time, however, 
something seemed to be wrong 
and it attracted a lot of 
criticism for its actions. The 
IMF medidne of insisting on 
capital mobility seemed to be 
terribly misplaced, as much of 
Asia's woes had been because 
of unrestrained flow of money. 

A rescue plan of $ 43 
billion for Indonesia and $ 57 
billion for South Korea had not 
helped these countries. The 
biggest failure was Russia. 
Faced with shrinking 
economies and falling ex¬ 
change rates, the loans offered 
by it become burdens. That is 
why economists were 
wondering in 1998 whether 
IMF intervention is required at 
all. As far as correcting the 
faults of crony capitalism is 
concerned, the advice is good. 
But the IMF also wants that re¬ 
cipient countries open up their 


ecoitomies. 

This gave rise to the 
criticism tiust the IMF-World 
Bank is actually working 
with a hidden agenda of the 
USA. The IMF thus stood dis¬ 
credited in 1998, its economic 
policies and remedies coming 
under severe criticism. Its 
managing director, Michael 
Camdessus, gave five key 
elements for reform: 
increased transparency, 
involvement of the private 
sector, orderly liberalisation 
and accepted codes of good 
practice. 

In Europe, after several 
years of meagre growth and 
fiscal austerity, economies 
were growing again. Eleven 
countries, having reduced 
their budget deficits to meet 
the requirements for joining 
Europe's new single currency, 
the Euro, planned to hand 
responsibility for monetary 
policy to the European Central 
Bank (ECB). The countries 


were Germany, France, Italy, 
Spain, the Netherlands, Bel¬ 
gium, Austria, Finland, 
Portugal, Ireland and Luxem¬ 
bourg. They aimed to co¬ 
operate on monetary policy 
until January 1,1999, when the 
ECB takes over and applies a 
single monetary policy to all. 
The Euro was thtis a re^ty that 
came nearer during the year. 

The US economy con¬ 
tinued to do well. There was a 
spate of mergers and 
acquisitions. There were fears 
that USA had the same 
problems that plagued Asia. 
Share prices and property 
prices were soaring, and 
economists feared that 
America was developing a 
bubble economy which may 
burst if the Asian crisis contin¬ 
ued. The bubble may be 
inflated by complacency and 
the belief that nothing can go 
wrong, but for the year did not 
see the collapse of the 
American economy. 
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CYBERSPACE 

The Internet 
caught on in India, in fits 
and starts. The main 
problem was that 
connection could be made only through the 
VIdesh Sanchar Nigam Ltd (VSNL) gateway. 
In cities around the country, getting connected 
look a lot of time. The government belatedly 
announced that private Internet Service 
Providers (ISPs) would be allowed and some 
firms started providing senrices. However, the 
spread of the Internet was severely restricted 
and it remained to be seen whether the ISPs 
could expand the number of people connected 
to the medium of the future. 

Many organisations started using the 
Internet for different purposes. Newspapers 
and magazines, including the Competition 
Master, went on-line with their internet 
editions. Most of the news and editorial 
comment could be accessed with the ctick of 
a mouse but with only 2 per cent of Indians 
with Internet access, it was too early to say 
whether it posed any threat to their print 
editions. The Internet, however, provided 
access to peopie ali over the world. At the 
CM stte, one could participate in debates and 
discussions and send queries for its popular 
feature, Question Box. The Indian Army 
created its own site to counter the e-mail sites 
and websites geared to ‘internationalise’ the 
Kashmir Issue, and the Mahanagar Telephone 
Nigam Ltd (MTNL) came up with a scheme to 
set up cyber dhabas in Mumbai and Delhi to 
prwide Internet access. With the 
gowemmenf s earlier plans of making Internet 
kigaks a non-starter, it remained to be seen 
w^er the dhabas could ever becoihe a 
reafty. 

Electronic commerce also caught on in 


1998, and continued to become popular. It 
meant not simply buying and selling things 
through the Internet but changed the way in 
which organisations conduct businesses. It 
led the way to paperless transactions and 
companies could be proactive to market 
needs to enhance customer service, while 
enabling them to make the right decisions 
by providing the right information. Electronic 
commerce has unleashed a revolution and 
may change the face of traditional 
commerce. 

There was a downside as well. A US 
study found that people who spent even a 
few hours every week on the Internet, were 
lonely and depressed. With social Interaction 
reduced, there was a decline in psychological 
well-being of the individual. Perhaps the 
answer lay in using the technology judiciously 
and to keep up the social contacts also, rather 
than being carried away by the pleasure of 
surfing. 

Nuclear 
weapons were 
much in news in 
1998. Scientists at the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) claimed 
to have designed Nuclear, Bioio^cal and 
Chemical (NBC) systems, to provide 
protection against a nuclear blast. India, ^s, 
joined the select band of countries like USA, 
Russia, China, Israel and NATO members who 
possess similar protective mechanism. 

The naval version of the Tr/s/tu/surface 
to air missile was successfully tested on June 
3, 1998 from INS Dronachaiya. Developed 
by the DRDO with three public sector 
undertakings, BEL, BHEL and BDU it forms 
part of the Integrated Guided Missile 


Development Programme. This was the first 
naval flight of the TrishuL 

The Navy slowly modernising itself 
during the year. Russia offered a $700 million 
defence package to India for the sate of the 
aircraft carrier Admiral Gorshkov equipped 
with 24 new>MIQ 29K fighters. Warship B^a 
was dedicated to the nation on February 26, 
1998. It was designed by Directorate of Naval 
Design and built by Garden Reach 
Shipbuilders and Engineers Ltd, Mimtbai at a 
cost of Rs 600 crore. It is a guided missile 
frigate and gave a new dimension to Indfa'i 
naval defence system. The first extra fast 
attack craft, Infac T-80 was inducted in the 
Navy on June 24,1998. It was built with Israeli 
collaboration at the Goa Shipyard Ltd at a 
cost of Rs 19 crore.- The airbase of the Indian 
Navy, INS Rajali, became fully operational in 
a record time of five years. 

Port Blair in the Andamans was selected 
to become a full fledged command 
headquarters of the Indian Navy. The Far 
Eastern Naval Command would become the 
fourth command of the Navy and involved 
setting up of surveillance and monitoring along 
the 750 km Andaman and Nicobar 
archipelago. 

An indigenous anti-ship missile defence 
system, to track an incoming missile quickly, 
was developed by the Institute of Armament 
Technology, Pune. It gets over the drawbacks 
of the conventional system which makes 
detection of sea skimming missiles difficult 
because of sea water and its mist. The Mi-35 
helicopters were to be provided with night 
fighting capability by Israeli Aircraft Industries. 
Scientists were also said to be working on re¬ 
usable space plane, Avatar, to put satellites 
in orbit, 

India's multi-barrel rocket system, 
PInaka, deared the first phase user trials. It 
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is an area weapon system aimed at 
supplementing the existing artillery gun at a 
range beyond 30 km. 

The DROO also announced the 
development of smart weapons, having the 
capability to defeat the armour of any military 
vehicle from its top. 


M 


DISCOVERIES 


Many discoveries 

W Rare skeletal remains of a 
160 million year old dinosaur belonging to 
the ^uropad group were excavated at 
Kistapci'r in Adilabad district of Andhra 
Pradesh by the Geological Survey of India. A 
rare family of polar insects were found in the 
Antarctica during operations at Qangotri, the 
Indian Research Station in the icy contment. 

Archaeologists discovered the remains 
of a 2600 year old city at Sravasti in Uttar 
Pradesh. Excavations conducted oothe bank 
of the Rapti river, revealed the remains of 
Kushan and Gupta periods, dating back to 
the sixth century. 

Human fossils of the early stone age 
were found by the Archaeological Survey of 
India (ASI) along the bank of Narmada in 
Madhya Pradesh. They shed new light on the 
evolution of man in the region. 

Scientists found fossil embryos in China, 
which could be the oldest known remains of 
creatures. The fossils were about 570 million 
years old and came from an early stage in 
animal evolution. About the size of sand 
grains, they date before the time animals 
developed skeletons, shells or limbs. 

ENVIRONMENT 

^ There were 
disturbing news in the 
field of environment. Global warming seemed 
to have become a reality, as readings from 
satellites and weather stations confirmed that 
the earth had been warmer during 1998 than 
any other time since 1860, when reliable 
measures of global temperatures were 
started. Each month broke previous global 
temperature records. Scientists said that the 
spring of 1998 was the hottest in 1,000 years. 
The world was 0.25 degrees warmer than 
1997, which was the warmest year on record 
ao far. 

Using advanced satellite-based 
Geographic Information System (GIS), WWP- 


India's Indira Gandhi Conservation Monitoring 
Centre prepared several databases for 10 
major protected areas, which would help 
agencies involved in conservation tasks. GIS 
is a satellite imagery based information 
system in which digitised maps of different 
data can be layered atop one another on the 
computer to find any distortions as they occur. 

Fully bio-degradable plastic, which offers 
great advantages as it is not an environmental 
hazard, was developed and the National 
Research Development Corporation (NROC) 
worked on it to develop it commercially. The 
new plastic degrades after two months. 
Granules made of 10 to 40 per cent starch, 
low density polythyiene and a binding agent, 
are used to make the plastic and the starch 
degrades after some time, as it is organic. 

Despite the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, 
poaching continued to pose a threat to tigers. 
Their body parts are used in Chinese 
medicine. The Worldwide Fund for Nature said 
that after an initial rise in tiger population, 
there has been a decline once again. 

EXPEDITIONS 

Hrishikesh Yadav 
successfully led the 
— first Indian civilian 
expedition 40 Mount 
Everest. The Tata 
Everest Indian team had started off the 
expedition from Mumbai on March 12,1998, 
as part of commemoration of 50 years of 
Indian independence. They scaled the world's 
highest peak on May 18,1998. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 




A Rajasthan Atomic 
Power Station (RAPS), 
Kota was made critical 
after successful 
completion of coolant 
^ channel replacement 
and safety upgradation. The second unit of 
the power station had been shut down in 1994. 
The work was done indigenously and the 
remotely operated tools were built by the 
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC) and 
NPCIL, at one-third the international cost. The 
construction of the country's first two 500 MW 
units began at Tarapur, Maharashtra. Earlier, 
the plants were of 220 MW capacity. 

India became the seventh country In the 
world to have nuclear waste management 
technology. The facility was developed 


Indigenously at Tarapur. The nuclear plants 
at Trombay and Kalpakkam would switch over 
to the new technology, which involves putting 
the spent fuel in glass blocks and then storing 
them in two-liner steel containers. 

The atomic minerals division of the 
department of atomic energy traced 2,450 
tonnes of additional uranium resources during 
the year. Areas with such deposits were found 
in Andhra Pradesh and Kerala. 


wlo „ 

Konkan Railway line was 
dedicated to the nation 
V-/ on May 1,1998. The first 
train had been flagged off on January 26, 
1998 from Sawantwadi near Goa to 
Mangalore. Built at a cost of over Rs 3.400 
crore, it is billed as Asia’s largest rail line. 
Work on the project had begun in October, 
1990. The new line reduces the distance 
between Delhi and Mangalore, Mumbai and 
Mangalore and between Ahmedabad and 
Mangalore. Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala 
and Goa are equity partners in the project 

A 7,000 km road project was announced 
by the Prime Minister to start from 20 different 
locations in the country. A six-lane North- 
South corridor connecting Kashmir to 
Kanyakumari and an East-West corridor 
connecting Siichar to Saurashtra, at a cost of 
Rs 28,000 crore, was envisaged. 

The Centre for Development of 
Advanced Computing (C-DAC) unveiled the 
new Param-1000 computer on March 28, 
1996. it could reportedly perform 100 billion 
mathematical operations per second. This 
placed India in the league of nations engaged 
in advanced supercomputing. 

The World’s Highest Obseryatory was 
planned to be set up at Hantb intitdakh, and 
would be remote controlled from Hoskote near 
Bangalore through a satellite link. The project 
was undertaken by the Indian Institute of 
Astrophysics, to be commissioned in 1999. 

The 900 MW Baghilar hydroelectric 
project on the river Chenab was allotted to a 
Canadian consortium by the J&K government. 
It would meet one-third of th# total energy 
requirement of the State by 2003-2004. 

The foundation stone of India's first 
private port at Dhamra, 170 km from 
Bhubaneshwar, was laid on July IS, 1998. 
The 1,200 crore project would be executed 
by International Se^rts, Singapore, a joint 
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Arjuna Awards, 1998: Twenty 
persons have been given the 
Arjuna Awards for 1997. They 
are; Reeth Abraham, athletics, 
Ashok Shandilya, billiards, Ajay 
Jadeja and Saurav Ganguly. 
cricket: Brahamanad 
Shankhwaikar, footbalt, 

Harmeet Kahlon, golf, Harmik 
Singh and Surinder Singh 
Sodhi. horsey, Randhir Singh, 
kabaddi: Satondar Kumar and 
M.S. Shilpi Singh, shooting, 
Misha Grewat, squash: Chetan 
Baboor, table tennis, Asif 
Ismail, tennis: N. Laxmi and 
Paramjit Sharma, weightlifting, 
Jagdish Singh and Sanjay 
feingh, wrestling. Handicapped 
category: N. Mahadeva, 
athletics and cricket; Naresh 
Kumar Sharma, shooting. 
Ashok Chakra, 1997; Second 
_ Lieutenant Puneet Dutta and Lt 
' Col Shanti Swrup Rana. 

B.C. Roy Award, 1998: Or 
Devendra D. Patel of the 
Gujarat Cancer and Research 
Institute, for eminence in 
medical teaching. 

Bharat Ratna, 1998: M.S. 
Subbulakshmi, C. Subramaniam 
and A.P.J. Abdul Kalam. 

Borlaug Award; P. 
Pushpangaden, director of the 
Tropical Botanic Garden and 
Research Institute, Kerala, V. 
Aninachalam, former head of 
the genetics division on 
Agricultural Research Institute 
and Oarshan Shankar of the 
Foundation for Revitalisation of 
Local Health Traditions, 
Bangalore. 

Dayaweti Modi Award, 1998: 
Hindi poet and scholar 
Ramdarash Mishra. 

Dhanvanlri Award, 1997: 
•Pioneer of nuclear medicine in 



India, Ramchandra Dattatraya 
Lele of Jaslok Hospital. 
Dronacharya Award, 1998: 
National junior coach Joginder 
Singh Saini. 

Gandhi Peace Prize, 1998: 

The Ramakrishna Mission, for 
its pioneering role in social and 
political transformation through 
non-violence. 

Gujar Mai Modi Science 
Award, 1997: Physicist S. 
Ramaseshan. 

Indira Gandhi Award, 1997: Dr 
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, India’s top 
missile scientist. 

Indira Gandhi National 
Integration Award, 1997: The 
Indira Gandhi Centre of Vishwa 
Bharati University, 
Shantiniketan. 

Jamnalal Bajaj Awards, 1998: 

For constnjctive social work: 
Acharya Ramamurti (Bihar), 

For application of science and 
technology to rural 
development: Dr Devendra 
Kumar (Maharashtra), For 
espousing the cause of women 
and children: social worker Dr 
Rajammal P. Devdas (Tamil 
Nadu), For promoting Gandhian 
values outside India: Kumari 
Jharandhara Choudhary 
(Bangladesh) 

Jnanphh Award, 1997: Urdu 
writer Ali Sardar JafrI. 

Kabir Puruskar, 1998: Santanu 
Deb Barma of Tripura. 

Kalinga Award, 1997: 
Dorairajan Balasubramanian, 
director of the Centre for 
Cellular and Molecular Biology, 
Hyderabad. 


Maulana Abul Kalam trophy: 
Guru Nanak Dev University, 
Amritsar. Panjab University 
finished second and Delhi 
University was third. 

Moortidevi Award: Hindi writer 
Nirmal Verma. 

Nehru Literacy Award, 1998: 
Dr D.P. Patnaik. 

Outstanding Parliamentarian 
Award: Somnath Chatterjee. 
Padam Shri: Thespian Zohra 
Segal, hockey star Pargat 
Singh, Deccan film star 
Mammooty, former tennis star 
Ramesh Krishnan, athlete 
Shiny Wilson, bureaucrat 
Chewang Phunsog, Punjabi 
litterateur Gurdial Singh and art 
historian B.N. Goswami, are 
among the 32 awardees of the 
Padam Shri. 

Padma Bhushan: Hindi 
litterateur Bhisham Sahani, 
journalist H.K. Dua, INA hero 
Gurbax Singh Dhillon, former 
Indian High Commissioner to 
the UK, L.M. Singhvi, social 
activist Satya Pal Dang, 
litterateur U.R. Anantha Murthy, 
cardiac surgeon P. Venugopal, 
retired justice V.M. Tarkunde, 
are among the 18 persons 
honoured with the Padma 
Bhushan Awards 
Padma Vibhushan: Jurist Nani 
Palkhivala, freedom fighter 
Lakshmi Sehgal, social worker 
Usha Mehta and hero of ANC 
struggle and associate of 
Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisuhi. 
Raja Ram Mohan Roy 
Awards: Educationist Matthew 
Panamkat and dancer Urmila 


Nagar. 

Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 
Award: Sachin Tendulkar. He 
is the first cricketer to receive 
the award. 

Rajiv Gandhi Manav Sewa 
Award: Anantrai K. Shah, a 
social wotker. 

Rajiv Gandhi Sadbhavna 
Award, 1997: Rim star and 
former Congress MP Sunil 
Outt. 

Saraswati Samman, 1997: 
Manubhai Pancholi “Darshak”. 
Shankar Puruskar: Krishna 
Narain Prasad ’Magadha’ for 
his work, Vagdevi Saraswati. 
Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar 
Awards, 1997: For physical 
sciences. Bikas Kanta 
Chakrabarti of the Saha 
Institute Nuclear Physics, 
Calcutta and Amitava 
Raychaudhuri of Calcutta 
University. For chemical 
sciences. Kankan Bhattacharya 
of Jadavpur University’ ^d 
Adusumilli Srikrishna df Indian 
Institutes of Science, 

Bangalore. For biologiM 
sciences. J. Gowrishanitar of 
the Centre for Cellulai' and 
Molecular Biology and K.V. 
Subba Rao of Intematibnal 
Centre for Genetic En|bieering 
and Biotechnology (iC^B), 
Delhi. For medical sk^'ences. 
Vijay Kumar of tCGEB and 
Satish Gupta of Nalidt^l 
Institute of irrvnunobj^j Delhi. 
For en0neering sciehpes 
Devang V. Khakhar/b| jitdian 
Institute of Tschnol(^," 
Mumbai. ' 
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Tigort Utoraey Awnrd, 1998: 
Mahacw»ta Devi. 

VKhaeatl Puruskir, 1997: 
Rewa Prasad Dwivedi for his 
work, Svatanryasambhavam. 
VyaaSaminaa,1997: 
Kedamath Sin^ for his 
collection of poems Uttar Kabir 
AurAnya Kavltayen. 


amnsAnNAL 

ll^AW 


Aga Khan Award, 1998: Three 
Indian projects are among the 
seven awardees selected for 
the Aga Khan Award for 
architecture. They are: Slum 
Networking in Indore city, 
Lepers Hospital, Choda Taluka 
and VIdhan Bhavan, Bhopal. 
The other awards are for . 
Rehabilitation of Hebron town, 
Salinger Residence in Selangor 
in Malaysia, Tuwaiq Palace in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia and 
Alhamra Arts Council in 
Lahore, Pakistan. 

Booker Prize, 1998: Ian 
McEwan, for his novel, 
Amsterdam. 

Earth Day Award, 1998: Father 
Thomas Kocheny of Kerala, 
Jack Wyland of the Iceland 
Expedition Educational group, 
John Anderson, an 
environment reporter and John 
Todd of Ocean Arks 
Internatlonai. 

QaiidhI Award, 1998: 
Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasjna..The award is 
given Mahatma Gandhi 
Foundation In Oslo. 

QandhI P«we Prize, 1997: 
Gorman social scientist 
Gerhard FIsdter. 

QoMman Envkonmanlai 
Prizes, 1996: M.C. Mehta, 

India; A. Ndyakita, Uganda; 
Albena Sitneonova, Bulgaria; 
WJ. BaRaiitlne, New Zealand; 
Edwin BusUHos, Mexico; and 
Marina Silva, Brazf, 

IndlTB QaiKM Prize for Peace, 
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FUmfore Awards: 

HMustaal was adjudged the 
best film and aisp earned ' 
awarcte for heart-throbs Atnir 
Khan (best actor), Karishtna 
Kapoor (bear actress), 
Nadeem Shravah (best music 
dlredbi) and Udh Natayan 
(best male piaybaok). The 
Aim hdd swept 9m popularity 
charts arid was one of the 
bluest succe^es in arf 
industry stanred of hits. 
Manisha Koireia'S 
perfomnance in lOtampshi 
won her the crHics award for 
best performance. The film 
aleb WQ9 die critics award for 
bestklm While Kavita 
Krishhamurty bagged the 
best femaie singer award. 

The film Bandit Queen won 
the best director award for 
Shektmr Kapur and best 
ciriematography award lor 
Ashok Mehta. Lifetime 
AiStieverimt Awards were 
^en to Mumtaz and 

Disarmament and 
Development, 1997: US 
President Jimmy Carter. 
Magsaysay Awards, 1998: For 
public serves; Sophon 
Suphapong, President of the 
Bangkok Petroleum Ltd. For 
goverrment service: Adibul 
Hasan Rizvi, Pakistan. 

Mother Teresa Memorial 
Award: Baba Amts and Medha 
Patkar. 

Nobel Prizes, 1998: Uterature: 
Jose Saramago, Portugal. 
Medkine: Robert F. Furchgott. 
Louis J Ignarro and Ferid 
Murad, of the USA. Chemistry: 
Vfolter Kohn and John Pople of 
USA. Physics: Robert C. 
Laughfin of the USA, Horst L 
Stoermer of Germany and 


fnmfdHd 801)0 Berners 


'H^n Hunt 

>1he' ''r^oiAe,..:^<^Ji$ i Gets,. 

'^tOmfiasIr^w^ll^ Best 


wafonitalogo. 
PdiidaAwaidftllii^ 
DdOtddiMWn'e serlds ‘Living 
on the E(^. The 
environrhental series was 
pfodtikmd by me brothers 
NikhH and Niret Ahm. 

Grttnnijr Awards: fiesf ma/e 
pop vocal: ^n John 
(Candle hi the tVtnd). Best 
femato pop votxi: Sarah 
McLachlan. Sesf new arti^ 
Faula Cp\b: Album of the 
Yi^ Bob b^. Best male 
rrxk vodat Bob Dylan. 

Song of the Year: Shawn 
Colvin. Uetime Ach/avemenf: 
Mills Brothers. Best 
contmpdrary folk album: 

^b Dylan. Coimtry female 
vocal: Trisha Yeanwood. 

Oscar Awards: Tfta/tjcwon 
11 Oscars Including Best 
Picture, Best Director and 
Best Original Song (My_^ 

Heart Will Go On). The*6eSt 
Actor and Actress Award 
wenjdo Jack Nicholson and 

Daniel C. Tsui, a native of 
China who is an American 
citizen. Economics: Amartya 
Sen, the Indian economist 
working at Trinity College, 
Cambridge. Peace: John Hume 
and David Trimble, rival 
politicians of northern Ireland. 
Pulitzer Prizes, 1998: For 
for^n reporting: The New 
York Times. For public service: 
North Dakota Daily. 
Commentary Award: Mike 
AcAlary (rf the New York Daily 
News. Breaking news award: 
Los Angeles Times. For 
irtvesiBgative repotting: Gary 
Cohn and Will England of ^ 
Baltimore Sun. 

Right Livelihood Pri», 1997: 
Myde Schneider (France) and 
Jinzaburo Takagi (Japan) In 


lAConfUer^angPialtih 
Willianw the B^ Buppiort^ 
Award for 0^ 

Hvahng ; 

. National FHm Awards: 
Swm^KamsHdrbeat 
faetiitie film: Kannada film 
That Saheb by GIrish 
l^maravalil. 0iMtppjpu/ar 
ntmpmridingwhdteacme 
anterialnment: Dll to Pagal 
Ha/. Sestd/reetor; MaiyMee 
director Jayaraaj for 
/^/iyadwn. fiastaefor,- 
BalachandraMenon 
(Samaanharmshl) and Suresh 
Gopi (Kaiiya/fa/n). Bast 
aetrasa; ItxJrani Hakfer and 
Ritupama Sengupta (Daimn). 
Best supporting actress :. , 
Karishma Kapoor for DU to '... 
Pagal Hal. Bestsupporting 
actor; Prakash Bai ^ Tantil 
flim, Iruvar. NwglsDutt 
Award tar best /eatipe iUm 
on national Integration: 
Border, directed by J.P. 

Dutta. 

recognition of their struggle 
against the storage and 
transportation of plutonium in 
their countries; Paseph Kl- 
Zerbo (Burkina Faso), in 
recognition of his work 
promoting a democratic and 
people-centred vision of 
Africa’s future; Cindy Duehring 
(USA) for her research and 
Information work on chemical 
injuries; and Michael Succow 
(Germany) for his 
achievements in environmental 
conservation. 

Templeton Prize, 1997: 
Founder of tfie Indian spiritual 
movement. Pandurange Shastri 
Athavate. 

World Statesman Award, 1998: 

K.R. Narayanan, President of 
India. 
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^Bond wHh tha Mountain*: A 
collection of short storles.written 
^ Ruskin Bond, set in Oehradun. 

Brush with Life: The 
. sutoblography of Satish Qujral. 
MVyst With Destiny: Stanley 
Woipert's biography of 
Jawaharlal Nehru alleged 
homosexual encounters and a 
flight with Edwina Mountbatten. 
Across Borders: Former Foreign 
Secretary J.N. Dixit traces fifty 
years of India’s Foreign Policy c 

and says that the country has m 
managed its foreign policy wHh ^ 
practicality and good sense. st 

Jtmsterdem: Written by Ian m 

McEwan, winner of the Booker in 

Prize this year, It chronicles a sex Ki 

scandal surrounding a fictional Ti 

foreign secretary. SI 

Baby and Child Care: Published bi 

In 1946 and written by Dr n 
B enjamin Spock, who died on Si 

March 17, 1998, the book\yin 



1998 


Canvas of Life; A collection of 
^ems by Mrs Sheila Gujral. 
Godrej; A Hundred Years: The 
story of the family with one of the 
most successful and diversified 
industrial empire by B.K. 
Karaniia.__ 

Tll[ie ek Mard: Written by Kishor 
Shanti Bai Kale the novel has 
bagged an award from the 
National institute for Research in 
Sex Education. 

/India’s Economic Crisie—The 


became a best seller because of 
its practical theories of child care. 
The book has been translated 
into 39 languages and sold nearly 
50 million copies, and became 
the biggest selling book in the 
US after the Bible. 

,^altasar and Blimunda; Stone 
Raft: These are the names of the 
books written by Jose Saramago, 
the Portugal novelist who has 
won 1998 Nobel Prize for 
literature. His best known novel 
Is Stone Raft, In which the Iberian 
peninsuja breaks off from Europe 
for supernatural reasons and 
floats off Into the Atlantic. The 
Nobel committee has cited his 
wo;k for 'Imagination, com^ 
Msston and Irony’, 
i^nterbury Tales: A first edition 
of Geoffrey Chaucer's Canterbury 
Tales, printed by William Caxton 
in 1476 or 1477, was auctioned 
by Christie’s in London for $7.53 


iiata uooi 

P^holl 

tueSarai 
\Juihors: I 


Way Ahead: Written by RBI 
Gwernor Bimai Jalan, it is an 
aralysis of the Indian economy. 

^^8 Always Possible: Kiran BedI 
writes about her term in Tiharjail, 
exposing how apathy makes Ilfs 
in the jail a nightmare. 
Kurukshetra: This Gujarati novel 
has been written by Manubhai 

S hell 'Darshak*, the winner of 
araswati Samman for 1997. 
re: Portrait of a Lost City: 
Written by Indian journalist Som 
Anand and published by a 
Pakistani publisher, the book 
says that Lahore was famous for 
its glamour and cultural 
achievements but its 
degeneration began with 
partition. Communal harmony 
gave way to-religious hatred. 
Nal Ouniya Ko Salam, Pathar M 
Dsawar: These are some of the 
books written by All Sardar Jafrf, 
the winner of the Jananpith 


million, becoming the. most toard, 1998. 

expensive book over sold. The^^^rpovertyandFamlnee: The path- 


previous highest auction price for 
a book was $5.3 million paid at 
an auction at New York in 1987 
tor a Gutenberg Bible printed In 
1455. 


breaking book by 1998 Nobel 
Prize winner for economics, 
Amartya Sen in which he has 
studied famines In India, 
Bangladesh, Ethiopia and 


ar- Saharan countries and found 
that shortage of food is not 
always the cause of 
catastrophe. 

Price of Partition; Written by 
Raflq Zakaria, the book recollects 
and reflects the events leading 
to the partition of India in 1947. 
wde of India: The story of Miss 
Indies and their iives, by former 
beauty queen Persis Khambatta. 
River of Fire: Qurratulain Hyder's 
novel, Aag Ka Darya, which won 
her the Sahitya AkademI and 
Jnanpith Awards, has been 
translated by the author into 
English. It is a historical novel 
which starts from Chandragupta 
and ends in the post- 
independence era in 1956. 
Spies from Space: The iSRO 
Frame-up: J. Rajasekharan’s 
book about the ISRO spy scandal 
raises questions about the 
authenticity of the scandal and 
traces the story as to how It 
started. The book shows how the 
police and State became a part 
of the CIA plot to stop 
development of India’s cryogenic 
engine. 

Surviving Men: Written by 
'^hobha De, it Is the ‘smart 
woman’s guide to staying on top’ 
and reflects the shifting gender 
relationships in India. 

-.The ConsHtutlon of Jammu end 
Kashmir: Written by Justice A.S. 
Anand, the new Chief Justice of 
India. 

The Dark Side of Camelot: 
Symour Hersh's book on John 
Kennecty makes fre^ aHegattons 
about the sexual prowess and 
links with the underworld. 

The Everest Hotel: I. Allan 
Sealy’s new novel Is about a once 
elegant hotel, now a honw for the 
destitute run by nurta. ft takes an 
ethereal look at India cortaumsd 


by decline. 

yUMTlnelder: VWItten by former 
Prime Minister P.V. Natasimha Rao, 
ft Is a novel which provides a wkidow 
on the world of politics. 

The Proudest Day; Written by 
David Fisher, it describes the events 
which krmed Macaulay’s dream Into 
a ‘bloocly realft/ of 1947. 

JW' Tunnel of ^tme: The 
autobiography of the famous 
cartoonist, R.K. Laxman. 

War By Stealth: Terrorism In 
India: A broad view of terrorism 
by former police officer Vijay 
Karan. 

Best Novels of the 
Century 

James^ Joyce’s Ulyeees, the 
epic story about one; man's 
journey during a single day 
in Dublin, Ireland, has been 
unanimously seiected by a 
panel as Hie best English 
novel of the century. The list 
also includes , most recently 
published books like, 
i'ronweed by William 
Kennedy, Midnight’s 
Children by Salhrian Rushdie 
arid Sophie’s Oioiee by 
Wiflfam Styron. The best ten 
English bodja out of the 100 
beM' books of the eentury,' 
according to the panel, are 
given below: 

1. UlysBH, Jampe Joyce 

2. The Oreit Opiaby, F. 
Scdtt FlugeiiHd' 

,3. A Rortrjdt ofLhf Afttof 

Joyce' 

4. 'tollli{\flBdriilrNabakov 

5. ^'BfatN'JN««''Wdrld'' 

7<iCi^-22^JoWtrNeiMir 

;-- 8 . 

c^iff'Koeiftirf, ■■ ' ■' 

;;'.'.rUiw^e 
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$1 People hi News 


Anand, Adanh Sen :The 
new Giief Justice of India, he 
succeeded M. M. Punchhi on 
October 9, 1998. He was 
appointed additional judge of 
the J&K High Court in 1975 
and confirmed as permanent 
judge the following year. He 
was the first Indian to be 
awarded the fellowship of the 
University College, London in 
1937. He was also 
unanimously elected as 
honorary bencher of the 
society of limer Temple, 1997. 

Balayogi, Ganti Mohana- 
chandra: The first-ever Dalit 
Lok Sabha Speaker, Balayogi 
was first elected to the Lok 
Sabha in 1991. He was Minister 
of Higher Education till his 
election to tire 12th Lok Sabha. 
Bom on October 1,1951, he is 
a post-graduate in arts and 
law. He was chairman of 
Eastern Godavari Zilla 
.'Parishad for four years from 
1987. 

Bi, FaUnu: Sarpanch of 
Kalva village in Kurnool 
district in Ar^dhra Pradesh, she 
is the recipient of UNDP's 
'Race Against Poverty'award. 
She transformed a backward 
village into One where women 
have become self-reliant since 
the UNDP launched its 
poverty alleviation scheme 
there. She persuaded the 
women to join the Poddi^u 
Lakshmi '^eme and the 
Lsavings jindbr it helped ^ 
f liberate tte women, Women ' 


were given training in miloring 
and embroidery, adolescent 
girls were enrolled in night 
schools and a creche was 
started. As a result, the village 
has prospered. 

Chawla, Kalpana: The 
first Indian woman to go into 
space with the US space shuttle 
Columbia, on November 19, 
1997. The Kamal bom, 37 year 
old aerospace engineer was 
part of a. 16-day research 
mission in space. 

Choudhury,Kumari 
Jharana dhara: Recipient of the 
Jamnaial Bajaj AwaM this year, 
Choudhury has promoted 
Gandhian values in 
Bangladesh, where she runs 
Gandhi Ashrams in 28 villages 
covering 48,000 people. 

Devdas, Rajammal P.: 
One of the recipients of the 
Jamnaial Bajaj Awards this ' 
year, she is a home science 
graduate from Madras 
University, and among the first 
persons to receive a PhD from 
the USA. She was one of the 
pioneers of the school lunch 
programme in Tamil Nadu, 

which feeds about nine million 

* 

children today. 

Furchgott, Robert R: A 
pharmacologist at the State 
University of New York, he is 
one of the three winners of die 
Nobel Prize for Medidne, 1998. 

Hubm, John; Leader of die 
Social Democratic and Labour 
Pvty (SPLP) and the Catholic 
Nationalist Party in Ireland 


and one of the architects of the 
Ireland peace accord, he shares 
the Ndrel Prize for Peace, 1998. 

Ignarro, Louis J.: A 
scientist at the University of 
California, he is one of the 
three winners of the Nobel 
Prire for Medicine, 1998. 

Jafri, Ali Sardar; Urdu 
writer, who's the winner of the 
33rd Jnanpidi award for 1997. 
He has been involved in 
several social, political and 
literary movements. Sardar 
Jafri's life has been that of a 
creative and activist writer and 
he is known not only as an 
Urdu poet but as an eminent 
Indian writer. 

Jalan, Bimal: He was 
appointed Governor of the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI). He 
has held several positions in the 
government and was India's 
Executive Director on the board 
of the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank. 

Kabila, Laurent-Desire: 
Rebel leader who took over 
power in Zaire after ousting 
Mobutu. He had launched 
his—Simba—rebel outfit in 
1964 and carried on a war with 
the govenunent without much 
success. Since 1996, he began 
to be successful in his crusade, 
with his forces taking over 
two-thirds of the country. The 
ailing Mobutu fied the country 
and Kabila declared himself as 
head of State. 

Kalam, A-PJ. Abdalt 
Pioneer of India's missile 


programme and scientific 
adviser to the Defence 
Minister, he won the Bharat 
Ratna in 1997 and the Indira 
Gandhi Award in 1998. Born 
on October 15,1931, he initially 
worked in DRDO and joined 
ISRO in 1963. He has bew the 
driving force in the country's 
weaponisation programme. 

Kohn, Walter: The US 
researcher, who shares 1998 
Nobel Prize for Chemistry. 

Kumar, Devendra: 
Recipient of the Jamnaial Bajaj 
Award for application of 
science in rural development. 
Dr Kumar was associated with 
the Quit India movement and 
later with the All India Village 
Industries (AIVI), He 
successfully experimented 
with utilisation of groundnut 
cake for edible purposes, 
improvement of bullock 
driven oil press, and simple 
processes of soap and paint- 
making. He has been involved 
in the integrated development 
of villagers. 

Laughlin, Robert C.: 
The US scientist working in 
Stanford University, who is 
one of the three winners of 
the Nobel Prize for Physics, 
1998. 

Murad, Fend: University 
of Texas medical school, he is 
one of the foree winners of the 
Nobel Prize'for Medidne, 1998. 

Pancholi, Manubhai 
'Darshak': Recipient of die 
Saraswati Samman, this 
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He was ccAilefretf 
a rar^ fionour as the Booker 
:)iir 9 ;k|ftRfflonedhfe 

Everest Hofi/' for 
-Cbnekieratton, even thougih it 
had not been entered the 
. publishers. 

Anna Hazara: The social 
worker whose centpaign 
against corruption led him a 
t|iree month imprisonmem in a 
dsfarnatloh case against’ him' 
byMahtnsahtra Social Mh^er 
Babaniao Qholap..He refused. 
to ftm^h a bond of Rs 5,000 
M was later, released on the 
.tnterventioir of the State 
government 

Annie Thomaar The Oelhi- 
based model who was crowned 
India-World. 

Aaha Bfionala: The Indian 
abj^ who was given a pbce 
of honour in the theme 
restaurant, Planet Norwood. 
-Shewas invited to emboss her 
handprints in day, to be later 
. casf hi mould. She is the first 
Indian to have won such 
' acclaim. 

Dhirubhal ibnbani: Chairman 
oiReRance industries, who has 
beaiT chosen by AHaweek 


Hall of Fame, for having faced 
the toughest of times and 
succeeded In spite of them. 

He also became the fnst Indian 
to be awarded the Dean!s 
Medal f mm Wharton School of 
Universii^ of Petins^ania.. 
Gaiorav Qtwi; First Indian in 
recent history toqualify for the 
BrltidtOphn.^. 

Ganavieye .inward Natlittt: 
The. year olit ipr^ frem 
Sifigaifiore, #'o'won the 

contest^ beating 13 other 
cont^tants from around#e 
worfd. ' - 

Harb ItBmer: Tlw 82 year.otd. 
' foim»)PikAw9hariniciafkner^ 

[ who ma^e A rec^^^ 


becoriilrig.hwiio^i^ pe^n 
: ever to Jump an alrpien^ 
’iA whhout.hotd|r^bn to imyons; 
r;-elso. .V:? 

' dehn JBjfiin: The first 
Ameticah tofly in orbit in 1862, 
the 77-year old Senator . 
becarm the oldest man to f^ 

In Space. He blasted otf on the 
space shuttle Ofscove/y along 
with a'seven-person crew and ‘ 
performed several scientific 
experiments pn the nine-day 
mission. 

LN- MIttil: His tetke-over of 
Inland Stahl of the US, made 
him the world’s third largest 
steel producer. 

Cymeralne O’Souze: The 
Mumbai beauty was crowned 
PalmoBve ^maia Mss thdia- 
UrrfVersa, 1968, 

Marfci Cirbelld; The Costa 
Rican who was crowned— 
Grasim Mr International 1996— 
in Jaipur. K was the first 
that such an event had been 
held in India, organised by 
Grasim and Akshara 
Advertismg. 

Masadur Rahman BddyK The 
first orthopaedicaliy handi¬ 
capped Asian swirriiner to, 
crbdSdie SngR^ Channet. 
••Wedhanatti Rath: Erhior.of 
Oiiya deHy, The Samaj. At 102, 
he ts the oldest sdHor of the 
country. 

Radhouene Cherbeb: The 
Tunisian, who has'been ' 
rsfiogntsed as the world’s 
ta|M^ person by the Guinness 
' pock of Vlforid Records. 

SHar maestro,?, 1: 
who was athong five pftsorw - 
sMepiled Ipr jihs[ Ptusmeiotn 
linpsfiald Award given lor 
lifeHme Sohlsivemerii lit the 
aits.'’ ■' 

Riphirtf Ssed; The .tiS 
. cmhWsi, has announced 

; beendol^meair^ 


16 W.' 

old Jclaee t'l atudeiitr.gf 

.Gidnnett Br^io^ RScdrdeiOr 
'bdt^mfttg the youngest 
swfttimar to swim 6 chann^ 
In differertt parts of the worfd, 

. ths last being Cook Strait in 
New Zealand. 

Samuel BaekiU The Royal 
National Theahe has mted his 
Waiting .for Qodot as the' 
century’s inost impcNtiuit play.' 
Sanaf Kumar Ghatter|ee: The 
fminter who had earlier emerad 
the-Limca Book of Records 
for a 27.6 X 2.7 m scroll 
painting, has now entered the 
Guinness Book of World 
Records with a 30 x 3.3 m 
painting, Jhe largest silk scroll 
painting Ih the world. The scroll 
has pirhures of Iflhdu deities in 
water colours. 

Ssti8h1Su]rai: The artist tiimo 
had a euosessful cochlear 
implant operation in Sydney 
through which he could hear 


Shekhar Kapur: Noted Wm 
director, whose latest Him, 
BlUabath, on the tile' of 
Quedn Elizabeth I, got a 
standlirg applc^usf at the 
Vsnibe Ftfiin Festival and is 
eBrn% rave reviews from 
the orttics. 

Surekha Shankar YMay: The 
first iarfy locom(rtlye:dft^k. ; 
Tom WhitiAKcn The ^3 
climber, wifo had lost his 
foot ina car Mdent 18y^ 
ago, and became the-jltrif . 

JeabMdperaottm 

’Everest''. '■ , ■ ■','' ^ 

group. 

chiet'^wbo ,appfi^a-;lp;’JMif;^ 
■copw 8 ri^'.#dveitt»pi^ 1 |'r 






Gujarati novelist gave up his 
school to participate in the 
freedom struggle in 1930. He 
has authored many books on 
Indian culture, tradition and 
historical perspective. 

Pople, John: The US 
researcher, who shares 1998 
Nobel Prize for Qiemistry. 

Ramamurti, Acharya: 
Recipient of the Jamnalal Bajaj 
Award for social work this 
year, Acharya Ramamurti gave 
up his lecturer's job for social 
work. He undertook a padyatra 
on an appeal from Acharya 
Vinoba Bhave and covered 
over 3,500 villages in Munger 
district. ■ He has helped 
recmistruct 30 villages to uplift 
Harijans and other dis¬ 
advantaged communities. 
Under his leadership, the rural 
people learned improved 
methods of agriculture, health 
and hygiene. 

Saramago, Jose: The 
Portu-guese novelist, who is 
the winner of 1998 Nobel Prize 
for Literature. 

Sen, Amartya; Winner of 
1998 Nobel Prize for 
Economics, he is Master of 
Trinity College at Cambridge 
University. He is the sixth 
Indian to win and the first 
Asian to get the Prize. 

Stoermer, Horst L: The 
German scientist at Columbia 
University, who is one of the 
three winners of ti^e Nobel 
Prize for Physics, 1998. 

Sttbbuiakshmi, M.S.: 
Renowned Carnatic vocalist 
and recipient of the Bharat 
Ratna in 1993 she has become 
a legend for her relation of 
bhttjans and classical music. 
%e has performed at leading 
festivals all over the world and 
foe United Nations ^1966.9te 
has earlier won foe Magsaysay 
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award as well as the Padma 
Bhushan and Padma Vibhushan. 

Subramaniam, C.: 
Wiimer of the 1998 Bharat 
Ratna, he hel^ many portfolios 
at the Centre. He has been the 
Governor of Maharashtra and 
after 1977, he withdrew from 
active politics. He took keen 
interest in the Bharatiya Vidya 
Bhawan. He had heralded the 
green revolution in the country 
during the sixties as the 
Agriculture Minister. 

Tipnis, A.Y.: The next 
Chief of Air Staff, to succeed 
S.K. Sareen who retires on 
December 31, 1998. Com¬ 
missioned in 1960, he has 4,000 
hours of flying tohis credit. He 
took active part in the 1965 
operations and flew many 
combat missions. He has held 
several important operational 
and staff appointments. 

Trimble, David: Leader of 
the Ulster Unionist Party 
(UUP), the main Protestant 
party in Irelands, he is one of 
the two winners of the Nobel 
Peace Prize this year. 

Tsui; Daniel C.: A native 
of China who is a US citizen 
and works in Princeton 
University, he is one of the 
three winners of the Nobel 
Prize foi'Physics, 1998. 

Vajpiiyee, Atal Behari: 
India's i2th Prime Minister. He 
was Extefnal Affairs Minister 
in the 1977 Janata Party 
goverruti^t and later leader of 
the Oppc^tion in Parliament. 
Born in 1926, he became a 
member Of the RSS while a 
student. He has lent a liberal 
and toleniiit face to die BJP. He 
was the' first-ever Indian 
minister fd have address the 
UN Gerfifral Assembly in 
Hindi and is an erudite 
politician^' social worker, 


WE WILL miss TH&m! 


AJB; Trie popular 
Hindi fflihfi. who 'di'Icl.W. 
October 1^98 at 
Hyderabad. ' Hb gave 
remarkable performances In 
Mughal-e-A^m and (Vaya 
Daurand switched to villain% 
roles in. Zari/aar and yaado/r 
Ki Bmt Ids real narne wab 
HairiidAli Khan. 

Akira Kuroaawi: dapan> 
most famous film director 
Alan Shepard: the US 
astronaut who, in 1961, 
became the first American in 
space. He was ateo the fifth 
person to walk on the moon. 
He died in Washington at the 
age of 74. 

Karanth, Kota Shivaramd: 
Noted Kannada writer who 
had 14@ hooks to his cre^ 
VHth his noVel 'Mookajjfya 
' i^nasugalu' (Orearris Of a 
Dumb Granny) earning him 
the Jnanpeeth Award in 1978. 

A champion of freedom of 
expression, he had returned 
his Padmbhu^n'm protest 
against the Emergency. He 
was also a proponmrt of the 
Yakshagna, the fading fdlkart 

_ I _, ^ If ■ ■ 


HadiD^diripady; 

Veterari CPt*M. leader and 
former Kerala Chief Miriis&r. 
Namboddiripad died on March 
19, 1998 in Thiruvanan- 
thapuram at file ape of 89.. He 
headed the first Ccxnmunist-ied 
ministry in kerate from 1957 to 
1959 and was General 
Secretary, of file CPl-M from 
1978 to 1999:' 

Nanda, Gulzart Lai: Twice 
Interim Prefte Minister amdihe 
architecf of India’s First Five 
Year Plafn Guteari Lai Nanda 
died on January 15,1998 at the 
age of 99/ He%a$ knovm for 
.. his simplicity and austei%. He 
was the last pt the Gandhians, 
whose bank balance never 
exoe^eded a fe^ thousand 
rfipeee. Alter iridependenee, he 
becarhe file head of the first. 
Planning Commission. He was 
awarded Ihe Bharat Ratna In 
1997. 

Om Prakash: Veteran actor 
Om Prakash, who (Aed on 
February Z1,1998, had acted 
as a comedian in many movies. 
He won accolades for his roles 


. kofvarioif/ 

SiareiNand WImakHaia/. He; 
had also produced several 
.films. 

Pol Prt: Khmer Rouge leader 
and former Prime Minister of. 
Cambodia (1975-78), a 
psychotic tyrant respcxiabie 
for file deam of upto 2 milliw' 
Cambodians, died on toh] 
16, .1998. He came $0 power 
in 1975 and set. about 
transforming his coimtry into 
his vision on agrarian utopia. 
Postel, Joh: The 
conceptualist and one of 
fiiose who helped structure 
the Internet, once referred to 
as ‘god’ of the internet, he 
died on October 21,1998. He 
headed the Internet Assigned 
Numbers Authority, that 
oversaw the Internet's 
complex structure. 

Robbins, Harold: Writer of 
best:selling novels des¬ 
cribing the life of the rich 
and famous and one of the 
most popular writers of 
modem limes. Many of his 
books have been made into 
films. 


oratoi^ poet and journalist. In 
1994, he has also won the best 
parliamentarian award. A 
frirmer editor of Veer Arjun, he 
has entered the Lok Sabha for 
the eighth time and has been a 
member of the Rajya Sabha 
twice. 
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ujito-dote & 
comprehensive 
Book on General IGiou>le(|ge 


Ask your local dealer or order 

KHANNA BROTHERS 



direct from 

(Publishers) 

126, Industrial Area-1, Chandiqarh - 160 002 


JANUARY ‘98 COMPETITION MASTER 8SS 





SPECIAL SUPPLEMEHT 




n 

TM] 

LJ 

nil 


Anandpur Sahib: The city was being 
developed as the first solar city of the 
country by Punjab Energy Development 
Agency (PEDA) at a cost of Rs 3.4 crore. 

Apawor: The scene of a gas pipe blast 
in Nigeria, which killed over 1,000 people. 

Athens: The Greek city, which was 
awarded the 2004 Olympic games. 

Badakhshan: A severe earthquake 
hit this Afghanistan province on May 31, 
1998, killihg 5,000 people. 

Bangalore: The city was counted 
among the top ten techno-towns of the 
world by Nausweek magazine. The city 
had 250 hi-tech companies including 
Texas Instruments and Infosys. Of the 
remaining nine cities, seven are in the US 
and one each in Britain and Israel. Boston 
lead the list with over 3,000 hi-tech 
companies and Seattle with 24>00. 

Ceyhan: The Southern city of Turkey, 
which was the scene of a 6.3 magnitude 
earthquake on June 29,1998, killing 112 
people. 

Chagai Hills: The place where 
Pakistan conducted its nuclear tests on 
May 28 and May 30,1998. 

Colombo: The capital of Sri Lanka, 
which was the venue of the 10th SAARC 
Summit held on July 29-31,1998. 

Congo: The new name for Zaire. 
Mobutu had changed the name in 1971 
and with his downfall, the new 
government changed to its pre-1960 
name. Its capital is Kinshasa. 

Dahanu: A taluka in Maharashtra, 
where the proposed construction of a port 
threatens to destroy the environment and 
displace the tribals living there. 

Davos: This resort in Switzerland 
was the venue of the meeting of the World 
Economic Forum. 

Durban: The Soutli African city was 
the venue of the 12th NAM Summit held 
on September 2-3, 1998. 

Gibarghata; On March 24,1998, a 
tornado hit this village in the Orissa-West 
Bengal border, killing most inhabitants. 

Hyderabad: The city acquired the 
name of Cyberabad, with giants like 
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Oracle and Microsoft setting up offices 
there. A 'silicon valley' was being 
developed there. 

Jakarta: The Indonesian capital, 
which witnessed rioting and fierce battles 
of students with the army demanding 
reform. 

Kandla: The port in Gujarat that was 
completely destroyed in a cyclone that hit 
the area on June 9,1998. 

Kargil: This town in the J&K sector 
was shelled heavily by Pakistani troops. 
Many buildings were destroyed and 
several people killed. 

Kosovo: The trouble spot of Europe 
which witnessed human tragedy as people 
were forced to flee their homes because of 
the Serb police. 

Kuala Lumpur: Malaysia's capital, 
where the Commonwealth Games were 
held in September, 1998. The city also 
witnessed many demonstrations because 
of the trial of former Deputy Prime 
Minister, Anwar Ahmed. 


Malpa: The village in Uttar Pradesh 
which was destroyed by landslides, killing 
300 people and the pilgrims on way to the 
Kailash Mansarovar. * 

Papua New Guinea: Seven villages 
were destroyed in Papua New Guinea 
when a tidal wave crashed its remote north 
coast on July 17,1998. 

Pokhran: The nuclear test site in 
Rajasthan, 600 km from Jaipur. The first 
nuclear test was conducted on May 18, 
1974 and five more on May 11 and 13,1998. 

Posoltega: The town of Nicaragua 
which was hit by Hurricane Mitch on 
October 31, 1998, killing thousands of 
people. 

Telucigalpa: The capital of Honduras, 
the scene of terrible devastation when 
Hurricane Mitch hit the country on 
October 31,1998. 

Udham Singh Nagan The district in 
Uttar Pradesh which did not want to join 
the Uttaranchal hiU State, as proposed by 
the government. 


JUmrevttiilons 


ALC: Anti-Landmine Convention 
APEC: Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
AVARO: Association for Voluntaiy Agencies 
for Rural Development 
BARC: Bhabha Atomic Research Centre 
BOOST: Build. Own. Opemte. Share and 
Transfer 

CACP: Commission for Agricultural Costs 
and Prices 

CBFC: Central Board of Film Certification 
CCP: Cabinet Committee on Prices 
OROO: Defence Research and Development 
Organisation 

ELCINA; Electronics Component Industries 
Association 

EVM: Electronic Voting Madiine 
FAST: Funds Available in Shortest Time 
FIEO: Federation of Indian Exporters 
Organisation 

FLAiQ: Fibre Optic J.ink Around ttie Qlobe 
FMCT; Fissile Material Cut-Off IVeaty 
QEF: Global Environment Facility 
GIB: Geographic Informtiion System 
IPBC: International Programme on the' 


Elimination of Child Labour 
iSE: Inter-connected Stock Exchange of India 
Ltd 

ISPs: Internet Service Providers 
ISS: International Space Station 
MODS: Multi Option Deposit Scheme 
MTNL: Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Ltd 
MRVC: Mumbai Railway Vikas Corporation 
NALCO: National Aluminium Company Ltd 
NASSCOM; National Association of Soft¬ 
ware and Service Companies 
NSC: National Security Council 
PUOR; People's Union for Democratic Rights 
RAPS: Rajasthan Atomic Power Station 
REIR: Real Effective Inflation Rate 
RIB: Resurgent India Bonds 
RTV: Rural Transport Vehicle 
SAFTA: South Aslan Free Trade Agreement 
TAWS: Train Arrival Warning^System 
TRAI: Telecom Regulatory Authority of India 
VDI8: Voluntary Disclosure of Income 
Scheme 

VSNL:Vldesh Sanchar Nigam Lkf 
WNet: VIdya VahinI Network' 
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The following information has been collected from different question papers 0/ 
competitive examinations held in past few years. The feature has been designed 
to provide you quick reference and updation at a single glance, in a user- 
friendly format. Care has been taken to include that information which is 
generally not available at a quick glance in books. 

HISTORY 

Abdur Kazzaq: was a Persian traveller who visited Vijayanagar during 
the reign of Dcva Raya 11 (1425-46). 

Abhiras: were an immigrant non-Aryan tribe of ancient India. They were 
Central Asian nomads of Scythian stock. 

Ajania Paintings: depict scenes from the fataka stories which form tlic 
main theme of those paintings. 

Ajivika : Ajivika sect was founded by Gosala Maskriputra who flourished 
during thi* Mauryan period and had lived with Mahavira for six years and 
subsequently left him and became the leader of the Ajivika sect. 
Ala-ud-din Khilji: He introduced price control covering almost the entire 
market. Grain was rationed and the price fixed. 

Khalsah (crown land) increased considerably under Ala-ud-din Khilji. 
According to historian V.A. Smith, "Ala-ud-din Khilji introduced economic 
policy to check Mongol invaders". 

Iqta, a land-grant system, was introduced by him. 

He challeng^ the authority of 'Khalifa'. 

Copper coins were started by him. Jaziya tax was collected from non- 
Muslims during his reign. 

He sent Malik Kafur to Deccan for conquest. 

Alfonso-ale-Albuquerque: was the real founder of the Portuguese Empire 
in India. He was the flrst governor of Portuguese possessions in the East. 
He conquered Goa in 1510 and made it his capital. He died in 1515. 
Amarasimha; was one of the nine gems in the court of the legendary 
Vikramaditya His work Amarkosha occupies a dominant position in 
Sanskrit lexicography. 

Amir Khusrau: (1255-1325) wrote prose and poetic works in Persian, Hindi, 
and Arabic. Surnamed as the "Parrot of India", he was a contemporary of 
Sultan Balban. 

Apabhramsa; This term was used in medieval Sanskrit texts to denote 
early forms of some of the modern Indian languages. 

Apastamba: is named after a native of Andhra, whose rules are observed 
mainly in Andhra State; his sutras ate bWd on a Black Yajur-Veda of 
South India. 

Aijnn Dev, Guru; He was the fifth Guru of the Sikhs. He was put to death 
by the Mughal emperor Jahangir. He is associated with Adi Crantli. 
Arthatasira; by Kautilya or Chanakya is a compendium of almost all the 
ancient works on artha (economics). The text was discovered only in 1905. 
It is divided into fifteen books treating of a variety of political topics. 

As per Artfasastra, permanent peace is not possible. 

Aryans: Aryans originally came from Central Asia. Cattle-rearing was their 
main ouupathn. For them, cow was the measure of value and an object of 
veneration. 

Asanga: was a Buddhist philosopher. He was the originator of Buddhist 


Yogachara idealism. 

Ashokan inscriptions: were first deciphered in 1837 by fames Prinsep, 
a civil servant in the employ of the East India Company in Bengal. 
These Ashokan Inscriptions were engraved in Brahmi script in Prakrit 
language. 

in Rock Edict-I, Ashoka forbids the slaughter and sacrifice of animals. 

In Rock Edict-11, the Pandyas, the Keralapulras and the Satyaputras are 
mentioned as Ashoka's neighbouring powers. 

In Rock Edict HI, Ashoka expressed regret in his conquest of Kalinga. 

In his inscriptions at Maski and Gujarra, Ashoka has been metioned by 
name. 

In funagarh inscription, Ashoka and Chandragupta Maurya have been 
mentioned together. 

Ashvaghosha: was the spiritual adviser of Kanishka (the Kushan emperor) 
who took a leading part in the Fourth Buddhist Council at Srinagar which 
was presided by Vasumitra. He was a renowned Mahayana Sanskrit scholar 
and author of Sariputra-prakarana. 

He was the greatest literary figure of Kanishka's court. 

August Offer of 1940: After the outbreak of World War II in 1939, the 
Congress demanded definition of war aims and an immediate declaration 
of independence of India. The British were reluctant to accept this and 
instead offered self-government de facto in anticipation of the end of the 
war. The Muslim League at the same time were against any settlement by 
the British unilaterally with the Congress and wanted a formal acceptance 
of Pakistan programme. 

To end this problem, the British War Cabinet made the August 1940 
offer through Lord Linlithgow which said that the post-war 
Constitution was to be drawn up by an Indian Constituent Assembly 
whose decisions were virtually accepted beforehand. But this offer 
contained the usual provisos of British obligations and minority rights 
and it was, therefore, rejected by the Congress asserting that there could 
be no settlement except on the basis of independence now and with 
Congress alone as representing India. This created a deadlock more 
complete than ever. 

Battle of San Thomas: This battle during the Carnatic Wars (1746-61) 
definitely proved for the first time the superiority of European arms and 
discipline over the traditional Indian methods of warfare. 

Baudhayana : It represents a South Indian school of the Black Yajur- 
veda. 

Blue Water Policy: Tire "Blue Water" policy is attributed to Don Francisco 
de Almeida, the first Viceroy of the Portuguese possessioiu. in India. His 
"Blue Water" policy was to be powerful at the sea instead of building 
fortresses on Indian land. 

Chandernagore: was a French possession before its merger with 
India. 

Chauth; was a contribution exacted by a military leader, which was justified 
by the exigencies of the situation. It was a tribute realised from hostile or 
conquered territories, the imposition of which amounted to one-fourth of 
the government revenue. In practice it was nothing hut a military contribution 
levied by l^iivaji. 
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Chota kingdom: was the ancient Tamil kingdom which flourished on the 
lower cast coast of India along the banks of the river Kaveri {Cauvery). 
They ivere the first to use navy. The Chola power reached its zenith under 
Rajaraja-I. The masterpiece of Chola architecture is the great Siva temple 
at their capital at Thanjavur (Tanjore). 

Village autonomy was a unitiuc feature of their administralioe system. 
Villages were grouped into bigger administratioe units and enjoyed self- 
government 

Dastak: was the permit which pnrtected the Bast India Company (after 
1757) from inspection and payment of customs. It was freely used for 
every kind of transaction. 

Dhanvantri: was a great physician during the migii of Chandragupta 
Vikramaditya. He is considered to be the father of Ayurveda. 

Do or die: Gandhiji exhorted the people to join the "Quit India" Movement 
of August 1942 and laid stress upon a number of things, one of which was 
Do or Die (Either free India or die in the attempt). 

Dutch centres of trade in the 17"' century: The mi>st important of Dutch 
factories in India were at Masulipafam (1605), Pulicat (1610), Surat (1616), 
Bimlipatam (1641), Karikal (1645), Chin.sura (16.53), Caasimbazar, 
Baraiwgore, Patna, Balasore, Nagapatam (1658), and Crwhin (1663). 
Cobind Singh, Guru: was founder of the Khalsa and the military 
brotherh(Hxl among the Sikhs. He tm the last of the Sikh Gurus. The birth 
place of Guru Gohind Singh is Patna. 

Guru Granlh Sahib: was compiled by Guru Arjan Dev 
Haihi'Gumpha: The Hutbi-Gumplm cave lascriptiorrs m Kalinga are famous 
for detailing military achievements of Kharavela. 

Hunter Committee: was formed by the Government on October 14,1919, 
with Hunter as Chairman, four Englishmen and three Indiaas as members, 
to enquire into the Jallianwala Bagh massacre in Amritsar on April 13, 
1919. 

Ibn-Batuta: was a great scholar and traveller from South Africa who came 
to India in 1.333 A.D. during the reign of Mohammad Tughlak and wrote 
about him He described Mohammad Tughlak as the 'wonder of the age'. 
He wrote that during the transfer of capital, Mohd-biii-Tiighlak dragged even 
blind and crippled to Daulalabad. He spent 8 years in India on his way to 
China. 

Indian Railways and Postal Services: were started during the period of 
Lord Dalhousie. 

Industrial Revolution: It first started in England during the period 
beginning in the second half of the eighteenth century when power^riven 
machines replaced handwork as a result of rapid growth of applied 
science—watt and steam power. 

Inscriptions: The study of inscriptions is callled epigraphy. Inscriptions 
were carved on seals, plates, temple walls and bricks or images. 
Inscriptions recording land grants were mostly engraved on copperplates. 
They are very important for the study of land system and administration 
in ancient India. They were written in all languages, such as Prakrit, 
Sanskrit, Tamil and Telugu. 

The largest number of inscriptions are found in the office of the Chief Epigraphist 
at Mysore. 

Jagat Seths: were the most.imporlant among the bankers of Bengal in the 
eighteenth century before overthrow of Mir Qasim by the English. 
Jimutavahana: was a famous jurist of medieval India (fifteenth century). 
His work Dayabliaga is a commentary on the srutis, specially on Manu. It 
was once part of a great compilation called the Dliarma-Ratna. This 
commentary represents the source of the Gaiiriya school of Bengal and 
Assam. 

Kalachuri era: counted from A.D. 248, it was mostly current in Central 
India. Ibeircapital was Triplin’ near Jabalpur. Kalchuris were the feudatories 
of the Pratiharas but stum acquired independence. 

Kanishka: was the third and the greatest king of Kushan dynasty 020 A.D. 
to 162 A.D.). He was a great conqueror, became a patron of Buddhism and 


was the only ruler of India who had his territory even in Central Asia 
beyond the Pamirs. He was a great patron of art and learning. Cliaraka and 
Nttgarjuna were active during his reign. Saka Era starteii during his reign. 
There was not a single revolt during his reign. 

The headless statue of Kanishka, an important relic of his period, was found in 
Mathura. 

Khilafat Movement: was a mass movement of the Muslims launched in 
1920by the two brothers—Muhammad Ali and Shaukat Ali—against Britain 
for dismemberment of Turkish empire after World War 1, 0%'''*^*")? 
religious and historical sentiments of the Muslims. 

The first Khilafat conference was held at Delhi on Novembe-r 23,1919. At 
Calcutta on February 20, 1920, the conference under Abul Kalain Azad's 
chairmanship fixed a Khilafat Day and adopted a resolution in favour of 
the non-cooperation movement. 

The Congress, in its special session held at Calcutta on September 8,1920, 
gave its approval to the non-cooperation movement. 

The Khilafat Committee of 1920 held at Allahabad asked Gandhiji to lead 
the non-cooperation movement. 

Mohammad Ali finmih, however, opposed Mahatma Gandhi's association with 
the Khilafat Moivment. 

Lucknow Pact (1916): Tlie war between Turkey and Britain aroused anti- 
Briti.sh feelings among Muslims and paved the way for co-operation with 
the Congress. 

Both Congress and tiie Muslim League, in their session at Lucknow in 
1916, concluded the famous agreement known as tlie Lucknow Pai t which 
included the recognition of separate electorates. 

In the Lucknow session of the Congress, the Home Rule Leagues were able to 
demonstrate their {wlitical strength. 

Mansabdari System: was initialed by Akbar in 1577 (in the nineteenth 
year of his reign) for the purpose of expanding his army as well as 
organising the nobility to maintain his hold over his rule. Under this system, 
every officer of the State was assigned a rank (monsab). It was an official 
appointment of rank and profit. The mansab was bound to supply a number 
of troops for the military service of the State. The mansahdars formed the 
official nobility of the country. 

Hie Mansabdari System was thus the "army, the peerage, and the civil 
administration, rolled into one". 

The military system of the Delhi Sultanate ms influenced, to some extent, by 
the Mongol system. 

Mohd-bin>Tughluk: (1325-1351) was tlie second sovereign of the Tughluq 
dynasty. He was a Turk. He started copper coins. He was the first to set 
up a department of agriculture in India. His move to shift the capital from 
Delhi to Daulatabad in 1327 was source of discontent and hardship for the 
people. He had an extraordinary memory and was admitted to be the most 
eloquent and accomplished prince of the age but at the same time he was 
guilty of acts wliich brought untold misery in the course of his long reign. 
He is, therefore, called as mixture of opposites. 

Mohenjodaro: is known for discovery of remains of Indus Valley 
Civilization here in 1922 by R.D. Banerjee. 

Mohenjodaro is in tlie Larkana district of Sind (now in Pakistan). An 
image of dancing girl ms also found here. 

(Sir Jolm Marshall, Director C^ral of Archaeology, declared in 1924 that 
a new civilization had been discovered in the Indus Valley by R.D. Banerjee 
in 1922). 

Mongoloids: are people of yellow complexion, oblique eyes, high cheek 
bones, sparce hair and medium height. Most of the Indians belong to 
Mongoloid group. 

Mongols: attacked India during the reign of lltumish. 

Monogamy: The practice of Monogamy (the custom or condition if marriage 
to one wife or husband at a time) was in existence during the Rig Vedic 
period. 

Muddiman Committee Report was on the workii^ of Dyarchy as laid 
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down in the Montague-Chelmsfoid Reforms. 

Nagaminda: or 'Serpent's Bliss' a Sanskrit play attributed to king Harsha 
Vardhana concerns the conversion of a Buddhist priest, of Garuda the 
serpent-eating bird, to the'principles of aliimsa or non-injury. 

Naoroji, Dadabhai; popularly known as the "Grand Old Man" of India 
was a great nationalist. He was also President of the Indian National 
Congress. The idea of Smraj was pul forth for the first time by him horn 
the platform of the Coxigress. He ms earlier elected to the British Parliament. 
He propounded the theory of "Economic Drain" of India during the British 
Rule. 

(He estimated Indian national income and criticized the constant drain of 
wealth from India to England.) 

Nyaya: is one of the six orthodox systems of Hindu philosophy, first 
formulated by the philosopher Gautama (450 B.C.-A.D 100) in his A/yayii 
Sutra. He is regarded as the father of Indian logic and the Aristotle of 
Hindu thought. (He is not to he mistaken for (Sautaina Buddh). 

Other famous philosojtliers of the Nyaya school are Vatsyayana and Cangesh. 
Paragana; During the rule of the so-called Slave dynasty in India, the 
empire was divided into provincial units called Paraganas placed under 
the charge of a military officer. 

Parantaka-I: was the first important ruler of the Chola dynasty in 907 A.D. 
He rultxi for almost half a century. He captured Madurai, capital of Pandyas 
Parrot of India: was the surname of the famous poet Amir Khusrau. He 
was a contemporary of Balban. 

Pitt's India Act, 1784: Through this Act, the English East India Company 
was brought under the supervision of the British Parliament. 

Ramanuj Acharya: born in Tirupati, was the celebrated Vaishnava 
philosopher and teacher of Tamil Nadu, who is believed to be the pioneer 
of Bhakti Movement in India. He converted the Hoysala king and resided 
at Srirangam near Trichinopoly during the reign of Aliirajendra Chola. 

He is regarded as the leading opponent of the oiews of Sankarailmrya. 

Red Shirts: Khudai Khidmatgars of the North-West Frontier l^ovince in 
pre-partition days wen> popularly known as Red Shirts. Tlxeir leader was 
Khan Abdul Cdiaffar Khan. 

Rishabha: is suppo.sed to be the mythical founder of Jainism 
Rock Edict XIII: is Ashoka's longest Rock Edict in which he expressed 
regret over the bloodshed in his conquest of Kalinga. He tells us how he 
was haunted by remorse for the calamities cau.sed by his ambition, and 
was driven to take refuge in the Law of Piety or Duty 
Sapru Committee: or 'Unemployment Committee', United Provinces, 
popularly known as the Sapru Committee after the name of its President 
the Rt Honourable Sir Tq Bahadur Sapru, was appointed by the Government 
of the United Provinces in 1934 whose report was published in 1936 
Shankaracharya: Born in 788 A.D. was a zealous preacher of Hinduism 
who uprooted Buddhism and Jainism from India. He was propounder of 
Advaita philosophy i.e., non-dualism or the doctrine of monoism. To explain 
the apparent separateness among created beings, he developed the concept of 
Maya. 

He established four maths (monasteries) at Badrinath, Dwarka, Sringeri and 
Puri. 

Stupa, highest in the world: is situa ted near Abhishek Pushkarni in Vaishali 
district of Bihar. 

Swarajist Party: The founders of the Swarajist Party were—Vithal Bhai 
Patel, Moti Lai Nehru and C.R. Das. 

Tagara: was an important trade centre of ancient India on the trade route 
connecting Kalyana and Vengi. 

Tinkathia: This system related to indigo planting in Champaran (Bihar). 
According to it, the Champaran tenant was bound by law to plant three 
kathas out of every twenty (which make one aerr^ of his land with indigo 
for his landlord. 

Gandhiji's Champaran struggle was against this system. 

Varahmihita: (505-587A.D.) was a great Indian astronomer, mathematidan 


and philosopher. He was one of the nine gems of the court of king 
Vikramaditya. He was born near Ujjain. He wrote Bihat-Samhita. 

Vatapi (or Badami): now in the Bijapur district of Karnataka, where 
Pulakesin I, founder of the Chalukya dynasty in the middle of the sixth 
century, established himself as lord of Vatapi or Badami (capital of 
Chalukyas). 

It is well-known for Chalukyan sculpture found in the cave temples here. 
Vernacular Press Act, 1878: Lord Lytton(l 876-80) pa.ssed this Act in 1878 
which sought to conrol the Vernacular Press. By this Act, he attempted to 
moderate the attacks levelled by the Vernacular nL>wspapers agaiast British 
India. The measure was regarded as part of a policy to hamper the growth 
of a Nationalist India. 

The Act was repealed by lord Riiwn and newspapers were again allowed equal 
freedom in dealing with the social and political questions. 

Wood's Despatch of 1854: resulted in the introduction of Postal system in 
India. 

Young India: was a magazine started by Gandhiji. 

Yugas: According to ancient Indian cosmogonic ideas, the sequential 
order of the cycle of four aeons (Yugas) is Krita, Treta, Dvapara and 
Kali. 

GEOGRAPHY 

Aleurone layer: is that part of the grain in rereals where much of the 
protein lies. 

Alluvial soil: is the richest and most fertile soil of India spread over large 
areas in northern plains of India. 

Aluminium: is extracted from Bauxite. 

Aphelion: is the position of the earth in its Orbit when it is at its greatest 
distance from the sun. 

Arabian Sea: It lies on the north-west side of India. Winter piecipilalion 
in North-West India results from westerly depression. 

Arakan Yoma: is the exteasion of the Himalayas liKated in Myanmar. 
Asteroids: are the smallest planet-like rocky bodies about 1,00(1 
kilometres or less in diameter that orbit the Sun primarily between 
the orbits of Mars and Jupiter Because of their small size and large 
numbers relative to the nine major planets, asteroids are also called 
minor planets 

Atmosphere—Earth's: The earth's atmosphere is made up of oxygen, 
nitrogm, carbon dioxide, argon, helium and some other rare gases. 

The lower layer is called Troposphere. In the troposphere, the normal lapse 
rale i.e., the decrease in temperature with height is of the order of I'C for 
155 metres. 

The layer that reflects radio waves back to the earth is called Ionosphere. 
Stratosphere is second layer of the earth's atmosphere beginning at a height 
of about 16 km above the Equator and lying closely above the troposphere. 
In the stratosphere, the temperature does not decrease with the altitude 
but remains uniform 

As we go up in the atmosphere, both temperature and pressure decrease. 
High pressure in atmosphere denotes the stale of the atmosphere when the 
barometer reads about 760 mm or above 

Aurora Borealis: is a light phenomenon (atmospheric electricity) seen at 
nights in Northern Hemisphere. 

Black holes: are stars with very strong gravitational force. 

Black soil: It is suitable for cultivation of cotton. Mahara.shtra is known 
for black soil. 

Canyon: A gorge, relatively narrow but of considerable size, bounded by 
steep slopes and usually formed by rivet. 

Cardamom: Karnataka is the largest producer of cardamom. India is the 
largest exporter of cardamom in the world. 

Cauvery riven It flows from Karnataka to Tamil Nadu and falls in the Bay 
of Bengal. This river thrice forks into two streams and reunites a few kms 
farther on, thus forming the islands of Srirangapattanam, Sivasamudram 
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and Srirangam. 

Climograph: is a graphical r«?presentation of the differentiation 
between various types of climate. It reveals the type of climate at a 
glance—a climograph showing wet bulb temperatures and relative 
humidities which are high, for instance, depicts a constantly hot 
damp climate 

Coal: Coal is an example of sedimentary rock. 

The four types of coal arranged in the increasing order of their carbon 
amtent are /Vat, Lisnik, Bilumimus, and .\nthracik 
Coastline of India, Length of: The length of India's coastline is 7516 km 
and Its territory includes 1,256 islands. Tamil Nadu has the longest coastline 
in India. 

Conveclional Rainfall: is the rainfall which is caused by the process of 
Conmtion in the atmosphere An example of convection is the upward 
movement of air which lias been heated by contact with the earth's surface; 
this air is said to rise in a convection current. Conm liomi niinfall is common 
in the EijuatorkI region. 

Dark Continent: Africa is known as "Dark Continent". 

Diamond Ring: is a phenomenon observed only along the peripheral 
n.'gions of the totality trail of a .solar eclipse. 

Earth: The geometric form of the earth is approximately that of an "oblate 
spheroid". Its circumference was calculated by ErotoMhenes, a Greek 
philosopher, to be nearly 40,(KX) km. The earth rotates from west to east. It 
has the largest content of oxygen. Water occupies 70% of earth area. 7/10 
of the earth area is covered with ocean water. 

Pythagoras held the view as early as the 6''' century B.C. that the earth is 
a sphere. Aristotle in the 4"' century B.C. supported it by such arguments 
from observation as the circular form of earth's shadow seen in the moon 
during an eclipse. 

Earth's core: is mainly compo.sed of iron and nickel. 

Lithospere is the imiermost layer of the earth. 

Equinox: The two pcriixls in the year about March 21 Vernal or Bpring 
Egidnox and about September 22 Autumnal Eyuinox when the sun is vertical 
over the Equator and day-night are of equal duration. At this position, the 
earth revolves at a faster rate around the sun 

Folded Mountains in India: Himalayas is the ynungi'st foldal mountain 
range in India. 

Gibralter Strait: divides Europe and Africa. 

Glacial lake example in India: Dal Lake in Srinagar. 

Gondwana continent: The Indian sub-continent was originally part of a 
huge land mass called Gondwana aintinent. 

Great Circle: A circle on the earth's surface whose* plane passes through 
its centre, and bisects it into two hmispheres. Two opposing meridians togetlier 
form a Great Circle The shortest distance between any tw'o points on the 
earth's surface is the arc of the Great Circle wliich passes through them. 

0” latitude forms a Great Circle. (The latitude or longitude of75°W should be 
combined with 75't' to obtain the Great Circle). 

Greenland: i.s the biggest island in the world. 

Hormuz Strait: connects the Arabian Sea and the Persian Gulf. 

Horse Latitudes: Sub-tropical belts of high atmosplieric pressure over the 
oceans situated in both hemispheres. 'These are called Belts of Calm between 
regions of the Trade Winds and Westerlies of higher latitudes. 
International nautical mile: is equal to 1852 metres. 

Isobars: are lines on a map joining places having same barometric pressure. 
Isohel: is a contour line showing equal amount of sunshine. 

Isohyets: are imaginary lines on the map |oining places having equal 
rainfall. 

Isotherms: are lines on a map which join the places having tlie same mean 
temfierature. 

Isthmtu: is a narrow strip of land which )oins two large land areas, 
otherwise separated by the sea. 

Lateritc soils: Laterite soils arc hirmed by the weathering of laleriterocks. 


These can be distinguished from other soils by thejr acidity. Laterite soi' 
are generally poor on the higher levels and cannot retain moisture. In th 
plains, however, they consist of heavy loams and clay and can retai 
moisture. 

Laterite soils occur in Madhya Pradesh, Assam and along the eastern an 
western Ghats. 

Tea plantation require acidity which is there in the laterite soil. It is, therefon 
common in these areas. 

Latitude; is the distance of any place north or south of the Equator. 

The latitude of a place, on a night of clear sky, can be determined by the angulu 
distance of the Pole Star above the horizon. 

Mauna Kea: is the dormant wicaiw in north central Hawaii Island, Hawai 
USA. It is the highest point in the State (13,796 ft—4,205 metres above se 
level). Its name means white mountain, sivcalled because it is often snow 
capped. 

Mauna Loa: in south central Hawaii island, Hawaii (U.S.) is an exampl 
of actioi' volcano. It is one of the largest single mountain massc*s in th 
world. 

Nor'-Wester is a type of syuall on the plains of northern India, usuall 
accompanied by violent thunderstorms and heavy rainfall and hail shower 
generally experienced during hot season (April to June). 

Pangong Tso: is one of the world's highest and brackish laki's in Jammu ( 
Kashmir. 

Planets: are spherical bodies which revolve round the sun in elliptica 
paths known as orbits. There are nine Planets—-Merairy (closest to the sir, 
and having the shortest day), Venus (the holiest, and known as Morning Star', 
Earth, Mars, Jupiter (the largest), Saturn (with ring system around it), Uranus 
Nephine and Pluto (in the outermost orbit of solar system). 

As seen from the earlh.Vemis passes through phases similar to earth. Venus i 
never visible from the earth at mid-night. 

The Planets on either side of the earth are Mars and Venus. Pluto has the longes 
period of rotation (year is longest on Pluto) Uranus is farthest from the sun. I 
has five satellites. Neptune is at the fartlwst distance from the earth. 

Of the nine Planets in the solar system, Venus and Mercury are without an 
satellite. 

Mars, known as the Red Planet, has the length of its ilay and the tilt of Us axi 
almost identical to those of the earth. 

Richter Scale; is used for measuring intensity of an earthquake. 

Rivers and their Tributaries: Ganga (Damodar); Krishna (Panchganga) 
Brahmaputra (Tisfa); Godavari (Indravati). 

Savannas: are found between latitudes 5° and 2(r North and South o 
Equator. These are tropical grasslands bordering the equatorial forests ii 
each hemisphere. The Llanos and Pampas of South America are chie 
examples of Savannas but extensive Savannas are in Africa. Savanni 
grasslands are also found in Australia. 

The three-tier growth of vegetation is found in these regions. 

The natural vegetation of Savannas consists of tall grass. 

Terra Rossa: a reddish clay soil which typically develops in terrain 
composed of limestone. It is found in limestone regions where thi 
Mediterranean climate prevails. It is red in colour owing to the accumulatioi 
of iron oxides—left behind after solution of the limestone. 

Trade Winds; are winds that blow from the sub-tropical belts toward: 
equator. 

Tropic of Cancer: In India, it passes through Gujarat, Rajasthan, Madhyi 
Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, Tripura and Mizoram. ^ 

Vale of Kashmir: The famous Vale of Kashmir refers to a longitudina 
valley in the Himalayas, occupying an anticline on the back of a nape—, 
valley which had been a lake till Ihe Pleistocene. 

Western Ghats: 'Dtis region in India is now regarded as an 'ecological ho 
spot'. Western Ghats have tropical evergreen rain-fed forests. 

Zaskar Range: is a mountain range in Kashmir. 

Zodiac signs: are 12 in number. 
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Descripiiiw QuesnoiB 


Tourism Promotion 

Q. Suggest three effective measures 
to promote tourism in India. Emphasise 
how the steps suggested by you would 
be really effective. 

Ans. India is not a country but a con¬ 
tinent that excels in landscape, variety and 
diversity. Rightly, Tourism, as an industry 
and adventure, has become the focus of 
attention of both the State and the Central 
government. 

. The strategy to promote tourism in 
^ India calls for infrastructural development 

like transport (rail, road and air), commu¬ 
nications, accommodation for all catego¬ 
ries of tourists and the like. Besides the 
natural role that the State is expected to 
play in this field, involvement of the pri¬ 
vate sector has become paramount and im¬ 
perative. Unless our infrastructure 
improves to tlie levels of international stan¬ 
dards, wc cannot hope to match even very 
small countries that attract millions of tour¬ 
ists simply because they offer a very reli¬ 
able facilities. 

In order to make tourism a vibrant and 
J( vital source of income, the issues of devel¬ 
opment of regioiuil circuits, taxes imposed, 
. development of eco-friendly tourism, iden¬ 
tification of land for hotel sites and inland 
waterways for tourism development, pil¬ 
grim and cultural tourism, etc will have to 
be given top priority. Introduction of tou^ 
ist trains like "Palace on wheels"/>"Royal 
Orient" and more recentiy "Buddhism 
Tourist Circuit" can brhtg a real boom to 
the stagnaid tourism inflow. It goes with- 
outlaying thattourism should aim at both 
entartaimnent as well aa information about 
die places of tourist interest, whedter his¬ 
toric tnrmuments, rellglouB and cultund 
sitesi Nadonai Parks m sanctuaries dr 
^ siit^ly hills, beaches and desert resorts. 

. While promoting the parameters of 
tourinn in hndia, haCony^dt environ¬ 


mental conditions and the lifestyle of the 
local inhabitants has to be kept in mind. 
Restrictions on indiscriminate growth of 
tourism and strict application of regula¬ 
tions of the tourist activities in sensitive 
areas like hill slopes, islands, coastal 
stretches, and the like will have to be ob¬ 
served. Since tourism is meant not only 
for the elite and foreigners, but also for 
domestic nationals, it should not become 
a luxury beyond the reach of ordinary 
middle class persons. Last but not least, is 
the complete removal of ffith and squalor 
around &e places of tourist interest as also 
presence of beggars. 

Wild life versus human beings 

Q. "More than the wild life, it is 
the human beings who deserve utmost 
care and consideration." Give two ar¬ 
guments in favour and two against the 
proposition. 

Arguments in favour of the proposition 

1. Ironically enough, there are enough 
environmentalists and animal lovers who 
are never tired of talking about animal 
rights, but obsen^e a staic silence when con¬ 
fronted with the plight of human beings 
who have been suffering all sorts of depri¬ 
vation and dispossession. The Wildlife 
Protection Act 1972 is enough to look after 
the animal world but where is the vocifer¬ 
ous voice to highlight the rights of tho% 
tribals and other segments of society who 
have been living on forest lands for gen¬ 
erations before they were displaced or 
ejected? 

2. Whatabout die means of livelihood 
of those who were bird-catdiers, snimal- 
trslners and dicus-petfoimers?Are human 
beings a less in^mrtant species diat they 
can be allowed to suffer joblessness, him- 
^and poverty and the wildlife more pre- 
doua because it satisfies the fads and 
fanciat of aome? Strangely enough, our 


sensibilities are not moved, nor are our sen¬ 
sitivities pricked when we find millions and 
millions living below the poverty line and 
cry for even casual care, concern and con¬ 
sideration by all those who claim to be the 
conscience-keepers of the socio-economic 

I order. Peihaps, it does not bring that much 

I publicity and popularity if one were to talk 
about human problems, as it does if one 
cries hoarse over issues that sell like hot 
cakes in the open market of fads, fancies 
and fashions. 

Arguments against the proposition 

1. As a critic of the proposition, I find 
it not only puerile but also preposterous, 
both in content and context. Unlike the 
advocates of the proposition, we as sup¬ 
porters—may be even ardent adv ocates of 
environment and wildlife—arc not single 
track minds. For us both human as well as 
oiher species are made for each other and 
hence they ate complimentary and not 

I contradictor}' to each other. To dub all en¬ 
vironmentalists and animal lovers as a 
bundle of fads and fancies, speaks tlie bank¬ 
ruptcy of those who view' the prevalent 
milieu as the one created by nature-lovers. 
To my friends who claim to speak on be¬ 
half of the millions w'ho are deprived and 
dispossessed, I may say that if human 
beings are the victims of exploitation, so 
are the environment, flora and fauna, and 
every other natural resource. 

2. There is no question of more or less 
care and consideration for one species at 
the cost of the ottier. Nature has made both 
human beings and wild life for each other 
end not far from each other. The survival 
of one species without foe other is fraught 
with many doubts and question marks. In 
order to frustrate the noWious designs of 
poachers and encroachers, swindlers and 
smugglers, our efforts and concerns should 
aim at foe alleviation of poverty afflicting 
foe millions and protection and preserva¬ 
tion of such wildllfo species as are in a state 
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' endangered existence. 

To maintain ecological balance and 
achieve siKial equality, it is obligatory to 
eliminate both the 'poaching mafia' and 
people's enemies which is possible only if 
the government and common people join 
hands. Ihcre is a crying need for protect¬ 
ing the wildlife wealth to preserve the 
environment, which is a must for the very 
survival of human beings. 

Human beings sans religious 
beliefs 

Q. If human beings across the globe 
give up all forms of religions, cults and 
beliefs, what would happen? Give three 
possible consequences if people become 
irreligious (atheists) and refuse to be* 
lieve in God. 

Ans. If science and technology have 
. looked after physical needs of human be¬ 
ings across the globe, religions have pro¬ 
vided spiritual succour and mental peace 
ever since man's mind began to work on 
material and moral planes. From pagan¬ 
ism to religious revelations, human history 
has travelled its long and tortuous journey 
through the hazy lanes and layers of su¬ 
perstitions, magic, mysteries and miracles. 

It was only with the sheet anchor of reli¬ 
gion that human beings were made to 
realise the role played by charity and com- 
pas.sion in making our concepts, thoughts 
and behaviour subdued and sublime. If by | 
any quirk of circumstance, faith in God 
disappears and human beings suddenly 
give up all faiths and beliefs in various 
religions, the following consequences are 
bound to overtake us. 

The sudden disappearance of God/ 
religion from human life will not be an 
ordinary development having no serious 


bearing on our conduct or character. In fact, 
the absence of religions from our daily 
mores will mean a sudden slide in our 
psyche that may prove highly detrimental 
so that human beings, groaning luider the 
weight of guilt and crimes aglore, will need 
the sobering touch and spiritual insight that 
are so essential to refrain human beings 
from going completely astray. 

Greed and malice, selfishness and bni- 
tality will appear in their most ferocious forms 
and most human beings unable to or inca¬ 
pable of coping with ttie new situation, might 
become neurotic, mad or even maniacs. 

Priests,piindils and others who cam their 
livelihood througli daily preacliing or recita¬ 
tion of religious hymns and sermoas wDl 
become jobless and all their training and 
expertise in the field of being a link between 
religion and ignorance will be snapped. 
Human beings will be reduced to the sordid 
status of money getting and money spend¬ 
ing machines with no religious channels open, 
where they could go in fiieir trying hours of 
mental troubles and tribulations. 

Religion is not just rituals and beliefs. 
It is also about rules of living and morality. 
With belief in religion gone it will also mean 
end to moral values and .save ways of co¬ 
existence. 

Hopes and fears 

Q. 'If hopes are dupes, fears may 
be liars.' Substantiate the saying with 
your views based on experience, read¬ 
ing and knowledge. 

Ans. Strange aixd unpredictable are 
the workings of human mind. Of all the 
elements or faculties that constitute human 
personality, mind is the one agent that 
obeys no dictates, nor can it remain in a 
state of static subjugation. If it weaves tlie 


fabric of hopes and expectations, it also 
fabricates the cobweb of fears and phan¬ 
toms. As willing victims of our mind, we, 
as human beings always find ourselves 
chasing some shadows or flying high on 
the win^ of imagination. lo us, hopes are 
the pillars around which we move and 
expect much better results of our efforts 
and prayers than the amount of work and 
direction that we have given to our jilans. 
Many a time hope dupes us and we feel 
cheated and outwitted. In fact, if hopes 
prove hollow, the fears may turn out to be 
nothing more than fictitious. It is only 
when we are discreet and prudent in our 
pa.ssions and pursuits, and do not pin Iw) 
many hopes on our doings, that the ap¬ 
prehensions of failure and frustration do 
not threaten us. 

If the existence of hojx'S is flimsy so is 
the likeliliood of fears turning true. Hopes 
and fears area bizzarcblend of our mind, as 
a result of which we are ever on twiterlitioks. 
If we dispassionately analyse the events of 
our lives, we would come to the conclusion 
that neither hopes nor fears are as concrete 
and cogent as they appear to be. 

Most of the hopes that we build may 
prove as groundless as the dreams in our 
sleep. Similarly, the ghost-house of fears 
that we create around us, may have no 
foundation to sustain itself. Psychologists 
look at the phenomena of hopes and fears 
as an integral part of human psyche. In 
the hi-technological modern age the ex¬ 
pectation to succeed or hit the jackpot 
arouses a host of hopes. When such hopes 
fail to materialise we fear worst conse¬ 
quences. Many a time we fail to discern 
reality writ large in front of us, that tells 
us in no uncertain terms that if hopes turn 
out to be dupes, so are the fears that may 
be liars, unrealiable or unsubstantial. 
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ELECTIONS 

Congress sweeps polls in 
Delhi, Rajasthan, Madhya 
Pradesh 

O N November 25, 1998, Assembly 
elections were held in four States— 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Delhi and 
Mizoram. Polling was held for 320 seats 
in Madhya Pradesh, 69 in Delhi, 197 in 
Rajasthan and 40 in Mizoram. 

The voter turnout was moderate. 
Barring stray incidents of violence, 
polling was by and large peaceful. The 
results showed a verdict in favour of tHe 
Congressfl), with it winning a two-thirds 
majority in both Rajasthan and Delhi 
assemblies and a simple majority in 
Madhya Pradesh. In Mizoram the MNF- 
led coalition defeated tlie Congress, win¬ 
ning a total of 33 seats. 

In Delhi, Congress rode to power 
bagging 51 of the total 69 seats in whidi 
elections were held, while the BJP could 
manage a mere 15 seats. This was a total 
reverb of the 1993 polls in which BJP 
had won 49 and the Congress 14 seats. In 
face of the debacle the BJP Chief Minister 
Sushma Swaraj resigned. She blamed dif¬ 
ferences within the party for the poor 
showing. The Delhi Pradesh Congress 
President Sheila Dikshit was sworn in as 
the new Chief Minister. 

Madhya Pradesh demolished the 
BJFs anti-incumbency dibi for the deba¬ 
cle in Delhi and Rajasthan. The ruling 
Congress came back to power with 173 
seats in the 320-meix^r Legislative 
Asiwianhly. The BJP gathered 118 mem¬ 
bers, followed by Bahi;^ Samaj Party 
(11) ,and tfie Sarojwa^ Party (4), hb 
Jay Sin^ was lebdmd as the Chief 
^ of Madhya Fiaidei^ for the sgcr 
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NATIONAL NEWS 


Controversy 


SPARKS OF ‘RRE’ HIT THE INDIANI^YCHE 


Indfa’a moral police is at ii agaki. This time, ttieir ire b^aimed at Deepa Mehta's inter- 
natkfoaily pcctalmad film, Fm. the Shiv Sena has protested the screening of the film in 
Delhi and Mumbai, damaging tfieatres In the process. The government responded by 
promptly referring the film back to the Censor Board, which had earlier cleared foe film vdth- 
out a single cut. 

Even without the protest of the Shiv Sainiks, the Wm was ciA out to create controyer- 
* Sy biscause of its theme; the growing intimacy of two sisters-ln-law trapped in loveless mar- 
^rlages. Never before has the topic of two women faWng in love been tackled on the Indian 
screen. Though it ran to full houses wherever opened, the film immediately shook up 
male-clormnated notions of love and sex. In Trivandrum, Deepa Mehta received death 
threats from men who said she had made a "dirty' movie. 

There are three aspects to the controversy. First, the charge that It Is a 
pornographic and distasteful movie. It is said that it goes against the morality and 
tradition of India. Graphic depiction of sex promote the decline of morality, as it 
has in the West. Much of the crime and violence in USA, for Instance, Is blamed 
on Hollywood movies and it is said that we are also felting in the same trap in the’ 
name of liberalism and open society. 

On the other hand is the view that controlling films and art impinges upon freedom of 
expression. Artists just depict some aspects of life In society and they have a right fosay 
what th^ want. They do not spoil any morality or tradition but merely depict what is already 
present ih society. 

The third aspect Is India’s tryst with freedom of speech. Does a small group of people 
have the right to decide what the Indian public can see? Today, any group can organise 
some lafoi-wieldlng gaondas and stop films and dramas in the country. Communists may 
want to ban The God of Small Things, puritans may want to stop Bandit Quaen, seif-styted 
patriotic people may want to stop Pakistani artists from performing in India. Should the. 
courrtry be held to ransom by volants terrorism? After ail, one nay see practically anything 
today, thanks to satellite television and the Internet. Does stopping a few films make any 
difference to the morality of a nation? 

These Issues will undoubtecBy create more controversy in times to come, as Indian 
scH^ty becorhes more flberal. There will be more books and films about eStat already exists 
wHhirii sod^. Not miking about these things does not make the problems go away. We 
can, for Instance, claim to be morally very pure, Mrig up to ttte best traditions of our rich 
culture, but how does that explain that we have already crossed the 900. million mark and 
are going fo become the most populous nation on earth? Surely, m are going to 
have to bffng^sex and procreation out in the open If we are to tackle this huge 
problem facirii us. The charge that sex and violence is the result of movies seems 
to be bogus because there is so much sex arourid us anyway, otherwise we would 
npt haveauch a large populatlorj,.; 

True, horhosmcualily a^ IwblSrilsm may be distasteful to some. Will they stop if we 
ban a;ftfm9 ^i^,%orfo 1|^^ Ss that: jierhaps it would be better if we 

'foclded.:thl;;prQb1eiHd |dneHne|e and looked after our loved ones, The,ilternalivf 
is RRi^^fslH^ Bllhi Is the Afghan capitay Kabul. Here, The Taliban. 

. en1(^es/a'.sfflat code'where "films and media are considered abominations. 
.Wi^n must .M covered and cannot even seek medical help in hospitals. The 
,.mei^;,|^sf .l(lieb beards,,as specified. When peoplf werit to control what people 
;'Sh^.f^;ornot, they exfi^if Taliban nkrtent^eies. 

>lt)lHiTlafi^. we have fo decide whfitidnd of a cd^try we shoulcl'become. le oUr culture 
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ASSfMBLY ELECTION RESULTS 
DELHI 
TOTAL SEATS: 70 
Electicm postponed: 1 
RESULTS D&LARED; 69 
ELECTED 


Congress.SI 

BJP.15 

JD .1 

Independent. 2 


RAJASTHAN 
TOTAL SEATS: 200 


Election postponed: 3 
RESULTS DECLARED: 197 
ELECTED 


Congress 150 

BjP 33 

JD 3 

BSP 2 

independent 9 

M.P. 


> TOTAL ^TS: 320 

.RESULTS.DBCLARED:320 
ELECTED 


Cpngreitt. 

BJP 

m 


173 
120 

mU 

:TtirAtSsEATS:40, 
;40 



ond consecutive term. An engineer- 
^ed'politkian, Mr Singh is the 25th 
dtief Minister to lead ttie country's 
largest State. 

In Rajasthan Congress gained a'two* 
diird majority, convincingly defeating dte 
BJP government, lead by Bhairon Singh 


DoYoultaoiiL.. 

7h« Flmnlng Cenwnlulon hat loworsd 
fhs Ninth Plan growth target to 6.5% 
from 7% boeousa of dlimat oconomlc 
potfemKMMa h T997*98. Ths budgetary 
lupport remained unaltered at Rs 
3,74,000 crom. 




Shekhavat. Congress gathered 150 seats 
out of the total 197 in which the elections 
were held, while BJP managed to win 
only 33 seats, followed by Janata Dal (3) 
and BSP (2). Mr Ashok Gehlot was sworn 
in as the new Chief Minister. 

In Mizoram, MNP virtually swept 
the pells, disproving every political pan¬ 
dit wrong, witli a whooping 21 out of 
total 40 seats, while its alUance partner 
MPC mopped up 12 seats to make an 
invincible 33 seats in 40-member 
Assembly. In contrast, the Congress 
Party, which had been in power for a full 
decade, was swept out with a mere 6 
seats, leaving a lone seat for an indepen¬ 
dent. A 16-member two tier coalition 
ministry of Mizo National Front and 
Mizo People's Conference, headed by 
MNF President, Mr Zoramthanga, took 
oath, thus ending the rule of twelve and- 
a-half year old Congress Ministry in the 
State, headed by Mr Lalthanhawla. The 
16-member ministry of MNF-MPC has 
Mr Lalhmingthanga of die MPC as the 
Deputy Chief Minister. 

The MNF was formed in 1959, after 
the outbreak of the Mautam famine 
which claimed hundreds of lives. The 
party was then called Mizo Famine Front 
and later went underground to wage the 
20-year-long bloody bush was for inde¬ 
pendence. After the 1986 peace accord, 
initiated by the then Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi, Ae MNF contested the 1986 
assembly elections and its leader, Mr 
Laldenga, became the Chief Minister. 
However, MNF lost the next 


two elections to the Congre^. 

The poll outcome in the nordiem 
States generated strong doubts about the 
survival of the BJP-Iead government, 
heightened political tincertainty, raised 
the prospect of a mid-term poll, while 
giving a tremendous boost to Sonia 
Gandhi and Congress (1), Prime \linister 
Atal Behari Vajpayee conceded that the 
results had gone against his expectations, 
but ruled out any threat to his govern¬ 
ment. 

According to analysts, anti-incum¬ 
bency vote and the emotive issue of price 
rise led to the humiliating defeat of BJP. 

EVMs used for the first time: A 
major highlight of the elections was the 
use of Electronic Voting Machines (EVM) 
in 16 assembly corwtituencies—-five each 
in Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan and 
six in Delhi. Operated by a battery, EVM 
comprises a controlling unit for activa¬ 
tion and a balloting unit for casting the 
votes, separated by a five-metre cord—-to 
ensure secrecy while voting. The 
Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) are 
expected to speed up the polling process, 
save tonnes of paper and reduce the cost 
of elections as the ballot paper for the 
constituencies will be printed in propor¬ 
tion to the polling stations and not the 
electorate. 

The cost of producing each EVM is 
Rs 7,000. The to^ expenditure required 
to provide EVMs for nearly six lakh 
polUng stations in the country is about Rs 
420 crore. The Lok Sabha polls in March 
._1998 alone had costed about 
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PM’8 t2^int economic agerida 

Whye outlining a 12-point tnediunHenn econbiriic agenda, Priina Miniatef Atal 
‘ Benarf V^payee aald that the present political vOtatliity MHI hava no fundamental impact 
on economic reforms. Speaking at the Inaugural session of the Indian Economic Summit 
of jtha Work) Economic Fonim, Mr Vajpayee asked foreign Investors not to hei^tarmed by 
. the 'democratic drama of the day’. Instead, he asked them to look at the huge epportun^ 
ties thatindia offered. 

The 12-poirtt agenda is; 

P Achieve 7 to 8% annual GDP growth. 

- ii Stren^ten financial and banking sectors. 

■ Rein In ftsOaLdeficlt. 

■ Restnjcturs public sector mterprises. , 

■ Address infrastructure bottlenecks and promote IT. 

■ Ensure sustainable agricultural growth. 

■ Raise domestic savings to 30% of GOP. 

■ Encourage high long-term export growth. 

■ Generate employment through small-scale industries. 

B Strengthen health and education sectors. 

• Create atmosphere to catalyse FOi, NRi investments. 

■ Canvass popular support for economic refonns. 


Rs 800 croie. The'EVMs have been 
designed by Bharat Electricals Ltd (BEL) 
omd each machine can be programmed to 
simultaneously record votes for the 
Assembly as well as Lok Sabha elections. 

Also, these voting machines can 
ensure frefb and fair poll as these 
machines cannot record more than six 
ballots in a minute. At this rate, rigging 
becomes difficult as no booth capturer 
would wait for an hour to cast 360 ballots. 
Still, EVMs are no replacement for secu¬ 
rity and in no way lead to lesser deploy¬ 
ment. 

INDiA-USA 

One step forward; two behind 

N November 7, 1998, US President 
Bill Clinton decided to relax its 
nuclear-related economic sanctions 
against India and Pakistan, as a result of 
the progress made by two countries in 
curbing their nuclear weapons pro¬ 
gramme. 

The formal announcement to lift 
these sanctions was made on December 2, 
on the eve of Pakistani Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif's meeting with President 
Clinton at the White House. The US had 
imposed sanctions under its non-prolifer¬ 
ation law, known as the Glen 
Amendment, after the two countries had 
tested their nuclear devices in May. 

Many of the sanctions were required 
xmder legislation, but in October, the 
Congress agreed to give the administra¬ 
tion greater flexibility in addressing the 
issue by granting Clinton to waive some 
of the sanctions. 

Relaxing of sanctions will permit US 
conunercial banks as well as US Export 
Import (Exim) Bank, the Overseas Private 


DoYouKnowL.. 

Automobile entrepreneur Henry ford, 
entertainment giant Walt Disney, and 
software king Bill Gates, are among the 
19 people on the list of 20th century 
most influential business geniuses 
Tiitw mogozitw. Its list of "Builders and 
TrtansT describes innovations and entre- 
preiseurship of 18 men ond 1 wbman. 
All but one of them, Sony's Akio MorHa,' 
omAinerkans. . 


Investment Corporation (OPIC) and die 
Trade Development Agency (TDA) to 
resume larding to Pal^tan and India 
until October 21,1999. Though commer¬ 
cial banks would be allowed to lend mon¬ 
ey to India's government and private 
companies, the US would continue to 
oppose the World Bank loans for non¬ 
humanitarian projects. However, in case 
of Pakistan, it has naade a one-time excep¬ 
tion to allow it to borrow from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), to 
help it meet its foreign exchange crisis. 
This has paved the way for die IMF to 
resume payments on a $ 1.56 billion loan 
to Pakistan which was suspended after 
nuclear tests. 

On one hand the decision to suspend 
sanctions can be seen as a political tri¬ 
umph for India as the United States has 
forsaken the benclunarks that it helped to 
establish through die Permanent five (P- 
5\ Group of eight (G-8) and UN Security 
Council resolutions after India's nuclear 
tests. The benchmarks included no 
weaponisation, no missile testing and 
unconditional accession to the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and 
CTBT (Compr^ensive Test ^ Treaty). 

On the other hand, Pakistan has 
clearly been &voored over India by the 
US as sanctions continue against bdia, 
but not Pakistan, in respect of receiving 


loans bom international agencies like 
World Bank. 

Still, it can be said that India also 
gains since the shift of US stand from 
moral posturing on nuclear proliferation 
to pragmatism in preventing Pakistan's 
economy from going down the drain may 
also benefit India in the long run. By lift¬ 
ing the ban on US Exim Bank Loans and 
OPIC guarantees, the US has mollified its 
own business lobbies. 

Also the partial lifting of sanctions is 
a formal US acknowledgement that 
Pakistan and India have indeed moved 
forward since their nuclear tests. 

On November 14, USA indicated 
that it would lift more sanctions imposed 
on India and Pakistan if the two &uth- 
Asian countries made more progress 
towards meeting Washington's non-pro¬ 
liferation objectives. 

However, this announcement was 
marred by another move which barred 40 
Indian, entities, along with their 200 sub¬ 
sidiaries, from having any business links 
with American companies. 

Besides the Indian companies, 46 
Pakistani government and private firms, 
along with 100 subsidiaries, were also 
blacklisted. 

The release of tiie 'entities list' by the 
US government was termed as 'highly 
unfortunate developmenf by the Indian 
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government. 

• On November 15, Commerce 
Minister R(imakri.shna Hegdc said that 
India will lodge a 'strong protest' at the 
World Trade Organisation and with the 
US government against the US decision. 

During the two-day talks between 
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee's 
special envoy Jaswant Singh and US 
Deputy Secretary of State Strobe Talbott, 
on nuclear issue, in Rome, wliich started 
on November 19, New Delhi's protest on 
this issue was put forth. 

It has been said that the highly con¬ 
tentious nticlear restrained issue is the 
real sticking point in the bid for a break¬ 
through at the Jaswant Singh-Strobe 
Talbott talks. India has made it clear to 
Washington that it will never give up its 
right to develop a minimum nuclear 
deterrent on the basis of its threat percep¬ 
tions. 

INDiA-PAKISTAN 
Wide ranging taiks; no 
concrete result 

T he second phase of Indo-Pak talks 
started on November 5, 1998, but 
both the countries failed to achieve any 
major breakthrough. 

Regarding the Tulbul navigation 
project, which was the topic of discussion 
on November 5, India maintained that it 
was only seeking completion of the pro¬ 
ject for the purpose of navigation and the 
particular project was non<onsumptive. 
New Delhi's explanation that it was not 
creating a new storage facility, a charge 
made by Islamabad, but only regulating 
the flow of the Wullar lake was rqected 
by the Pakistani side. 

The project, which began in 1984, has 
been kept in abeyance since 1987 after 
Pakistan raised objection on water-shar¬ 
ing by invoking the treaty signed 
between the two neighbours under the 
aegis of World Bank. 

Do You Know... 

India has been elected chairman of the 
Commission for Conservotion of 
Antarctic Marine Living Resources 
(CCAMLR) for two years. 


Pakistan argued that the down¬ 
stream projects in Pakistan would be 
adversely affected if the project is imple¬ 
mented and it also made it clear it was 
not agreeable to the 1992 draft agreement 
on the project. 

Failure of talks on Tulbul dispute 
cast shadow on Siachen glacier issue talks 
on the following day. The other issues 
which were discuss^ during the nine- 
day talks were Sir Creek Martine bound¬ 
ary dispute, econoniic and commercial 
cooperation terrorism and drug traffick¬ 
ing and promotion of friendly exchanges 
in various fields. 

On the Sir Creek dispute, India 
sought to delink the issue from the wider 
issue of demarcating the maritime 
boundary between the countries. Both the 
countries are obliged to arrive at an 
agreement on demarcating the maritime 
boundary before the year 2004, under the 
UN Convention on the law of the Sea. 
Without the maritime boundary demar¬ 
cation, neither India nor Pakistan can 
exploit the resources in their exclusive 
economic zones, up to 200 nautical miles 
or continental shells which is upto 350 
nautical miles. The delineation of the 
maritime boundary has acquired urgency 
on account of the likely presence of oil 
and natural gas along the sea-bed in this 
area. 

India proposed tliat the maritime 
boimdary could be demarcated by using 
a seaward approach through the medi¬ 
an/equidistant line method. On Sir 
Creek, India justified its position on a his¬ 
torical basis by referring to the land 
extremities of the estuary as represented 
in the map attached to a 1914 resolution 
of the government of Bombay. However, 
the Pakistani side took its stand pointing 
out the outerlimits of the Creek in the 
area had altered considerably. According 
to Pakistan, the Creek boundary which 
had shifted eastwards due to tidal inter¬ 
ference should be taken as the base for 
border demarcation. 

As a confidence-building measure, 
India also proposed that the traditional 
rights of fishermen from both countries in 
this area should be protected on humani¬ 
tarian principles, since both Indian and 
Pakistani aufitorities frequently appre 
hend fishermen of the other side for 


boundary violations. New Delhi, howev¬ 
er, rejected Islamabad's proposal for fiiird 
party arbitration in this regard. 

Meanwhile, India and Pakistim 
made only marginal progress in resolving 
key issues relating to telecommunication, 
railways and power sector. Islamabad 
expressed its willingness to offer power 
to India, starting with small projects of 50 
MW. Both sides also agreed to settle all 
pending accounts relating to different 
services. India also stressed that it had 
accorded the Most Favoured Nation 
(MFN) status to Pakistan since the 1970s 
and the latter needed to reciprocate the 
same in accordance with its obligation 
under the World Trade Organisation. 

Following the earlier pattern, India- 
Pakistan talks on terrorism and narcotic 
smuggling failed to reach any conclusion 
although the Indian tepm produced con¬ 
crete evidence regarding Pakistan's 
involvement in sponsoring terrorist activ¬ 
ities in India. The Indian side mentioned 
the recent seizure of sophisticated 
weapons, remote controlled pilotless 
microlight planes from Pakistan-support¬ 
ed militants and the spurt in drug traf¬ 
ficking in northern and western sector as 
evidence. 

The Pakistani side denied that 
Islamabad was sponsoring cross-border 
terrorism. 

GOA 

Congress regains power 

N November 20,1998, the Congress 
Party staked claim to form a new 
government. This move came on the 
heels of Chief Minister Wilfred D'Souza 
government getting reduced to a minori¬ 
ty, following the resignation of three 
Ministers and a Deputy Speaker who 
quit the Goa Rajiv Congress headed by 
Mr D'Souza and were admitted to the 
Congress Party. 

The D'Souza government was a 
coalition comprising the Goa Rajiv 
Congress, that had earlier broken away . 
from the Congress, and the 
Maharashtrawadi Gomantak Party 
(MGP). It was being supported by. foe 
four-member Bharatiya Janata Patty JBJP) 
from outside. 

. Ihe BJP had favoured dissolution of 
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assembly and imposition of President's 
rule. However, Governor J.F,R. Jacob 
decided to go by die Constitution and 
give chance to the Congress to prove its 
majority on the floor of the House. 

On November 26, Congress leader in 
Goa Asseinbly, Mr Luizinho Falerio, was 
sworn in as Chief Minister. Dayanand 
Navlekar, who resigned from the Wifred 
D’Souza Ministry, was also sworn-in. 
Navlekar had earlier master-minded the 
toppling of the Partapsinh l?ane govern¬ 
ment in Goa. 

In the forty-member assembly the 
Congress has tlic support of 21 MLAs, 
including the Speaker, who is not 
allowed to vote in normal circumstances. 
The Coa Kiijiv Congress-BJP-MGP com¬ 
bine claim support of 19 Legislators. 

On November 30, Mr Falerio won 
the crucial vote of confidence with a slen¬ 
der margin of one vote. 

DEFENCE 

National Security Council 
set’Up 

N November 19,1998, a six-member 
National Security Council (NSC) 
was constituted under the chairmanship 
of Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee, 
to undertake a strategic defence review 
and decide on long-term policy options. 

Principal Secretary to the Prime 
Minster will be the National Security 
Advisor and will be the channel for ser¬ 
vicing the NSC. 

The other members of the Council 
I will be the Home Minister, the Defence 
Minister, the External Affairs Minister, 
the Finance Minister and the Deputy 
Chairman of Planning Commission. 
Other Ministers will be invited to attend 
when required. 

Do You Know... 

Indio began its 10-day long "Exercise 
Shiv Shakti" in the desert near the India- 
Pokistan border, the most sophisticoted 
of its kind in the country's miKtory histo¬ 
ry/ Jointly conducted by the Army and 
Airforce, it prepares the forces how to 
survive and win o nuclear end chemical 
war. 

^ - 


The establishment of the NSC was 
approved by the Prime Minister after he 
accepted the recommendations of the 
tlvee-member Task Force which had 
been set up under the chairmanship of 
former Defence Minister, K.C. Pant. The 
other members of the Task Force were 
Deputy Chairman of Planning 
Commission, Jaswant Singh and Director, 
IDSA, Ja.sjit Singh. 

The NSC will be a three-tier struc¬ 
ture. The back up for the NSC structure 
will consist of three elements. The 
Secretariat of the NSC will be the Joint 
Intelligence Committee (JIC) which will 
be suitably revamped to meet the 
demands of its new role. 

Tlie Strategic Policy Group (SPG) 
will be strengthened and will provide tlie 
inter-ministerial co-ordination and back¬ 
up for the NSC. The SPG will consist 
of the Cabinet Secretary, the three 
Service Chiefs, the Foreign Secretary, 
the Home Secretary, the Defence 
Secretary, Secretary (Defence 
Production), the Finance Secretary, 
Secretary (Revenue), RBI Governor, 
Director (IB), Secretary (R) Cabinet 
Secretariat, Secretary (DAE), the 
Scientific Advisor to Defence 
Minister, Secretary (Space) and the 
Chairman (JIC). 

One of the priority tasks of the SPG 
will be to undertake the strategic defence 
review, wliich is part of the National 
agenda for governance. 

The third element will be a National 
Security Advisory Board. This will con¬ 
sist of persons of eminence from outside 
the government, covering expertise in 
external security, strategic analysis, for¬ 
eign affairs, defence, the armed forces, 
internal security, science and technology 
and economics. 

The board will meet at least once a 
month and more frequently as required. 
Its principal function is to provide long¬ 
term prognosis and analysis for the NSC 
and recommend solutions. 

Certain experts have, however, criti¬ 
cised the formation of on the groimds 
that holding the twin responsibilities of 
Princq^al Secrcfary to the Prime Minister 
and the National Security Advisor by a 
single person was not going to be an easy 
task, and called for a separate Nation^ 



Security Advisor. 

They were also critical of what 
has been billed as the strategic policy 
group and described it just like an 
expanded Secretaries' committee 
which could at best make comment 
on others’ work and could not by 
itself do any original work. 

They were of the view that gov¬ 
ernment's proposal to convert the JIC 
into the Secretariat for the NSC went 
contrary to the general perception 
that national security planning must 
start with a long-range intelligence 
assessment made by professionals. 
By converting the JIC into the 
Secretariat for the newly-formed NSC 
it was clear that long-term intelli¬ 
gence assessment was bound to be 
neglected and the proposed strategic 
defence review may just boil down to 
a collection ad hoc views of individu¬ 
als. 

Regarding the National Security 
Advisory Board (NSAB) it was said 
that unless the (NSAB) was constitut¬ 
ed into a single coherent body and its 
members made full-time staff, it 
would not be able to discharge its 
functions effectively. 

NAGALAND 
Unilateral ceasefire 
announced 

O N November 19, 1998, the Central 
government announced unilateral 
ceasefire and suspension of operations 
against the militant group. National 
Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN), 
for a period of two months beginning 
November 15. The reason behind the 
ceasefire is said to be an attempt to rope 
in S.S. Khaplang-led NSCN group in the 
Naga peace talks. 

A Defence Ministry spokesman said 
that tlie extension of cea.sefire against the 
NSCN(K) was in response to appeals by 
the Naga HoHo, the church, the NSF, the 
NPMHR, the peace council and public 
leaders. The spokesman expressed flie 
hope that the public leaders of the State 
would persuade the NSCN(K) leadership 
to accept the government's ceasefire and 
join the peace process. 
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IRAQ 

Tension with US continues 

Hf; US, who had planned missile and 
air strikes against Iraq on November 
14,1W8, abi)rted its plans just two hours 
before they were due to be launched. 
Tlii.s move came after Iraq's last minute 
offer of renewed cooperation. Baghdad 
decided to back down on its break with 
UN Special Commission (UNSCOM), in 
charge of disarmament. 

Tins was followed by the return of 
weapons inspectors and the UN relief 
agencies personnel to Iraq. Among them 
were UNSCOM and International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) staff, as also bor¬ 
der monitors. The move also allow'cd 
resumption of food and other humanitar¬ 
ian imports by Iraq. 

President Clinton of USA said that 
Washington would now intensify efforts 
to install a democratic government in 
Baghdad. This invited criticism from 
Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz 
who said that Clinton's call for a new 
government was tantamount to a viola¬ 
tion of UN charter. 

Although the air and missile strikes 
were averlc'd, the UN diplomats in New 
York feared tliat a new hardening of US 
■policy towards Iraq me«mt that a new cri¬ 
sis was just d matter of lime. 

The implications of this crisis are 
nunifold. Every time Saddam Hussein 
creates a crisis and US forces get ready to 
strike there is a cost to US lax payer. If the 
comprehensive review of sanctions, 
which has been promised in Security 

Do You Know... 

International Day of Disabled Persons 
was observed on December 3,1998. 


Council communique, is not undertaken 
early and the US were to insist on die 
wild goose chase, about Iraq accounting 
for all intermediate products for manu¬ 
facture of chemical and biological 
weapons, this crisis would again occur. 
According to diplomats next time US will 
strike. 

It is going to be extremely difficult 
for an American President to lift the sanc¬ 
tions till Saddam Hussein continues as 
the Iraqi President. At the same time con¬ 
tinuation of sanctions is bound to pro¬ 
voke Iraqi reaction after a few months. 
President Clinton's pronouncements 
reveal the extreme frustration of US lead¬ 
ership in not being able to get rid of 
Saddam Hussein. According to some 
analysts US, by its actions, is making it 
more difficult for an Opposition to 
emerge in Iraq. More the hardships 
imposed on Iraq, more Saddam Hussein 
will emerge as a symbol of resistance to 
US dominations. It would indeed be iron¬ 
ic if Saddam manages to outlast two 
terms of President Clinton. 

CHINA-JAPAN 
Historic summit meeting 

N November 25, 1998, Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin arrived in 
Tokyo for what had been billed as "his¬ 
toric visit" by the first Chinese head of 
State to visit japan since formal diplo¬ 
matic ties were r^umed in 1972. The vis¬ 
it also aimed to celebrate the ^Oth 
anniversary of the signing of the 1978 
treaty of friendship and cooperation. 

It was expected that China would 
manage to get a written apology for 
Tokyo's wartime atrocities. Infact, the 
brutal 1937-45 Japanese aggression in 
China dominated the sw-day State-visit. 

However, Jiang received only a ver¬ 
bal apology at tihe Tokyo summit, A writ¬ 
ten joint declaration issued after the sum¬ 
mit mentioned Japan's deep remorse but 
failed to offer a proper apology. Neither 
of the leaders signed the statement. 

China has repeatedly expressed dis¬ 
pleasure at Japan's failure to give what it 
considers a full apology for the killmg, 
rapes and looting committed by its 
Imperial Army in China between 1937 
and 1945 during World War U. China 


says 20 million people died as a result of 
Japan's 1937-45 occupation. 

When South Korea's President Kim- 
Dae-Jung had made his first official visit 
to Tokyo in October, 1998, Kim and 
Obuchi had signed a declaration in which 
Japan expressed deepest remorse for Ihe 
suffering it unleashed on the Korean 
Peninsula during its colonial rule 
between 1910 and 1945. China, naftirally, 
expected nothing less. But Japan insisted 
that China is a different case as it was 
never colonised. 

The Japanese refusal to express an 
apology also demonstrates the political 
paralysis in Japan. Several right-wing fac¬ 
tions in the ruling liberal Democratic par¬ 
ty were hostile to giving into China. 

At the end of Jiang's six-day visit, the 
Sino-Japanese relationship still remain 
problematical. Basically, the tensions 
arise because, on the one hand, Japan 
remains an economic superpower, allied 
to the United States, in which military 
weight struggles with pacifist intentions. 
On the other hand, China, anxious to 
wean the US away from its alliance with 
Japan, has both economic and military 
superpower pretensions which arc as yet 
unrealized. 

Presently, Tokyo is getting nearly all 
the blame for the failure of Sino-Japan 
summit, when Beijing itself was partly 
responsible for the stand off. China may 
have assumed that, as in 1972, so in 1998, 
Japan will happily follow where America 
leads, in relations with China. But Japan 
is now much less inclined to do that. 

The summit failure comes after three 
successive summits have spotlighted the 
triangular relationship between Russia, 
Japan and China. First, Japanese PM 
Keizo CH)uchi visited Moscow in mid- 
November where he and Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin signed a joint dec¬ 
laration to build a creative partnership. 
Second, Jiang Zemin visited Moscow for 
the sixth Sino-Russian summit. 

But Jiang-Obuchi, even after pro¬ 
longed negotiations, coul(|^ not agree on 
the joint statement. 'This Mure of Japan 
and China, to put history to rest, is note¬ 
worthy since on two sides of Sino- 
Russian-Japanese triangle, real efforts are 
being made to dimii^ historical dis^ 
cord. 
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RUSSIA-JAPAN 
Yeitsin-Obuchi Summit 
meeting 

O N November, 14, 1998, Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin and Japanese 
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi signed a 
document calling for a formal peace 
treaty between their countries by 2000 
AD. The document whidi also defines 
future relations between the two coun¬ 
tries is to be called the Moscow declara¬ 
tion. 

The text summarises five years of 
delicate diplomacy in which both sides 
have striven to find a breakthrough on 
the thorny dispute over Russia's Kuril 
islands which are claimed by Japan. 

The declaration provides for two 
joint bodies to be set up under tite 
umbrella working group already thrash¬ 
ing out a peace treaty. The first body 
would study where to draw a border 
between Russia and Japan, while the sec¬ 
ond would lot)k at how the two countries 
can establish "joint economic activities" 
in tl\e disputed islands. 

MIDDLE EAST 

Wye peace accord comes to a 
halt 

T A FYE peace accord, the land-for-secu- 
V V rity agreement, was hammered out 
between Israel and Palestine during US 
hosted talks in October, 1998, in eastern 
Maryland. On November 11, the Israeli 
government ratified the accord, but only 
after attaching several riders to it. Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
threatened to armex parts of the West 
Bank if the Palestinians failed to carry 



out their obligation under Wye FUver 
peace accord. He specifically linked the 
threat to any move by Palestinians to 
unilaterally declare the creation of an 
independent State. 

Earlier, Netanyahu had said that he 
would not resume discussions until 
Yasser Arafat's Palestinian Authority 
proved it was cracking down on anti- 
Israel extremists and moving to annul 
anti-Israel clauses in the Palestinian 
national charter. 

The stipulations and riders to the 
Israeli decision was immediately rejected 
by the Palestinian officials. Nevertheless, 
on November 18, the Israeli cabinet voted 
overwhelmingly to approve Kye peace 
accord. 

Palestinian officials rejected the 
demand outright and charged that Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was 
looking for excuses to knock the pence 
process off track. 

The US sided with the Palestinians, 
saying it was inappropriate to add new 
conditions to the agreement. 

APEC 

10th Economic cooperation 
meet 

T he tenth A.sia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) meeting started 
on November 15,1998, at Kuala Lumpur 
in Malaysia. The meeting, however, had 
a dismissal start when President Clinton 
of USA decided to stay away to handle 
the Iraqi crisis. 

Vice-President Al-Gore was drafted 
in to fill Mr Clinton's seat during the 
summit. 

Adding to the disappointment, the 
APEC gathering failed to reach agree¬ 
ment on a $ 1.5 biUion deal to fast track 
trade liberalisation in nine key areas, after 
Japan baulked at cutting tariff on fish 
and forestry products. 

The Ministers, instead, agreed to 
kick the package over to the World Trade 
Organisation. 

APEC had agreed last year in 
Vancouver to free trade in nine years— 
fish and forestry, environmental goods 
and services, medical equipment, energy, 
toys, telecommunications, gems and jew¬ 


ellery and chemicals. 

On November 18, APEC unveiled an 
economic re-save plan for Asia. 

A declaration at the end of a two-day 
summit pledged relief for debt-laden c or¬ 
porations and banks and stressed the 
need for growth by encouraging invest¬ 
ment and capital inflows. It envisaged 
stronger safety nets for populations, 
lurching back into poverty and unem¬ 
ployment after decades of fast-paced 
growth. 

But, it also pointed to signs of hope, 
more stable currencies, slowing inflation, 
lower debt and trade surpluses in many 
Asian nations. 

The cracks within the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation Forum came to a 
head in an ugly clash between United 
States and Malaysia, after US Vice- 
President A1 Core hailed brave people 
trying to topple Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammad with street protests. 

A furious Malaysia called Core's 
comments 'disgasting and abhorrent'. 

Other APEC nations rebuked Gore 
for mixing politics and business and mak¬ 
ing consensus on economic recovery 
harder. 

USA 

Clinton’s Impeachment 

A nother chapter in sex, lies and 
perjury scandal, in which the US 
President Bill Clinton is embroiled, came 
to an end when President Clinton agreed 
to pay Paula Jones $ 85,0000 to drop her 
sexual harassment lawsuit, with no apol¬ 
ogy or admissions, ending a lengthy 
legal battle that had spurted the 
impeachment proceedings against him. 

Ms Jones liad alleged that Clinton, as 
Arkansas Governor, had made a crude 
advance in a room at a Little Rock Hotel. 
Clinton had denied her accusation and 
her lawsuit was dismissed last spring. An 
appeal of that lawsuit was pencUng when 
Clinton's lawyers reached a deal with Ms 
Jones. 

Meanwhile, independent counsel 
Kenneth Starr became the first witness in 
House of Representatives judiciary com¬ 
mittee's impeachment inquiry. In his 
statement before the panel, Starr defend¬ 
ed his investigation of President Bill 
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Clinton and also alleged a pattern of 
abuse of power by the President, in 
Monica Lewinsky case. 

He also alleged that the President 
repeatedly used the machinery of the 
government to conceal his relationship 
witli Mojiica Lewinsky from the 
American people, from the judicial 
proc('ss in Jones case and from the grand 
jury. Starr considered making an 
impeachment referral to Congress in late 
1997 on Whitewater real estate deal but 
stopped short because of difficulty in 
establishing the truth with a sufficient 
degree of confidence. 

UNITED NATIONS 
War of resolutions over 
Nuclear tests 

N November 13, 1998 UN General 
Assembly panel approved a draft 
resolution rebuking India's and 
Pakistan's underground nuclear tests in 
May, 1998, despite the objections of both 
the countries 

The resolution that expresses grave 
concern over the tests, and strongly 
deplores them, was adopted by a vote of 
98 to 6, with 31 abstentions, all from Non- 
aligned countries. 

Witliout mentioning either country 
by name, the resolution text noted that 
the "countries concerned" had declared 
moratoriums on further testing but have 
not signed and ratified the comprehen¬ 
sive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). 

Reacting to the resolution, India 
termed it as "coercive". The resolution 
was sponsored by Australia, Canada and 
New ^aland. 

In a bid to turn the tables on the 
preaelwrs of non-proliferation, India put 
forth a resolution asking the five nuclear 
weapon States to take immediate steps to 
reduce risk of unintentional and acciden¬ 
tal use of nuclear weapons This resolu- 

Do You Know... 

The Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights was signed 50 years ago on 
December 10, 1948 by 58 member 
States of the UN General Assembly in 
Paris. 


tion was adopted by UN and will be tak¬ 
en up for discussion at the next session of 
UN General Assembly. 

India's resolution got wide support 
among developing nations, and was 
adopted by 68 votes to 44 with 12 absten¬ 
tions. 

With this resolution India made it 
clear that its nuclear tests did not mean it 
was no longer championing the cause of 
complete elimination ot nuclear weapons 
by every member of the world communi¬ 
ty- 

Kxpectedly, the resolution was 
opposed by US, Russia, France and UK. 

India lashed out at the "hypocrisy of 
the nuclear weapon States and their 
allies". Wliile lecturing to the rest of the 
world on nuclear restraint and non-pro¬ 
liferation they were unwilling to reduce 
nuclear accidents which would affect the 
entire world. At present, there are at least 
.SOOO nuclear w'arheads on a hair trigger 
alert in places around the world. 

Two-third majority required for 
expansion of SC 

T he United Nations General 
Assembly has decided that any deci¬ 
sion on the expansion of the Security 
Council would require two-thirds major¬ 
ity. The decision virtually forestalls any 
possible move to include one or two 
industrial States and permanent mem¬ 
bers in the Security Council on the basis 
of a simple majority in the 185-member 
Assembly. 

The resolution lays down that the 
Assembly would not adopt any resolu¬ 
tion or decision on the question of equi¬ 
table representation on the increase in the 
membership of the Security Council and 
related matters without the affirmative 
vote of at least two-thirds of the members 
of tlie General Assembly. 

India is among the member States 
that have staked their claim for the per¬ 
manent membership. 

The issue of expansion has been on 
the agenda for several years. Suggestions 
had been ntade recently that Japan and 
Germany be included among permanent 
members of the Council, without waiting 
for the resolution of the issue of represen¬ 
tation of the developing countries in that 


category. 

There is little opposition to Japan 
and Germany being made permanent 
members, but the developing countries 
demand that the question of expansion 
should not be decided piecemeal. 

CAMBODIA 

Parliament convened ending 
post poil uncertainty 

O N November 25, 1998, Cambodia's 
Parliament, which had been elected 
in July, was convened, ending turbulent 
post poll uncertainty. All political leaders 
have now promised a new era of stabili¬ 
ty- 

The impasse ended with Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh .signing an agree¬ 
ment to enter a coalition with arch rival 
Hun Sen. The Opposition had earlier 
alleged that the polls were rigged. 

The opening session of the 
Parliament was dominated by the voting 
in of Prince Ranariddh as chairman of tht' 
122-seal chamber. 

The Prince promised that the latest 
deal with Hun Sen's Cambodian Pt?oplc’s 
Party would not collapse as it had during 
post 1993 election coalition pact, which 
caused lots of bloodshed last July. 

The Prince had been ousted as co- 
premier in fighting between his, forces 
and those of Hun Sen. 

Hun Sen's CPP narrowly won the 
elections, but did not secure enough seats 
in the National Assembly to rule alone. 
Following months of complaints over the 
polls, street demonstrations and police 
crackdowns, threats of a boycott of the 
Parliament and a near constitutional cri¬ 
sis, Prince Ranariddh gave away to join 
with his arch enemy. 

Under the coalition pact Hun Sen 
becomes Prime Minister and Prince 
Ranariddh becomes chairman, or 
Speaker, of the Nationals Assembly. 

PAKISTAN 

Benazir cautions against 
Shariat Bill 

S Benazir Bhutto, who is a vocal 
opponent of Mr Nawaz Sharif's 
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attempt to pass a constitutional amend¬ 
ment to bring Islamic rule to Pakiston, 
has written to several international 
human rights groups cautioning the 
world that Pakistan was moving towards 
a judicial system like the one in neigh¬ 
bouring Afghanistan where the hardline 
Taliban army rules. 

The amendment for Islamic rule has 
been approved by Pakistan's powerful 
lawmaking lower house of Parliament 
where Mr Sharif has a comfortable major¬ 
ity. However, it needs to be passed by the 
Senate before becoming law and it seems 
certain to be defeated. 

But several lawmakers say that they 
will demand a nationwide referendum if 
the Senate defeats the amendment. 
Human Rights groups worry a referen¬ 
dum would be so vaguely worded as to 
be impossible to defeat. 

Ms Bhutto's opposition to the 
proposed law has brought her undpr 
heavy criticism from the country's 
right wing religious politicians. Some 
have gone as far as to accuse her of 
betrayal of Islam. 

Ms Bhutto warned that the rights of 
minorities and women in Pakistan would 
be severely curtailed if tlie new law was 
to be passed. She has asked the world 
leaders to "send a strong message to 
Sharif regime that the Taliban system of 
justice is unacceptable to tire internation¬ 
al community". 

RUSSIA 

Tightrope walk between IMF 
and Duma 

P RIME Minister Yevgeny Primakov 
needed all his diplomatic skills to 
steer a path between the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and communist- 


Do You KnowL.. 

India received less Foreign Direct 
Investment (FOI) in 1997 than Poland 
and barely as much as Estonia and 
Slovenia. The biggest recipients of FDI 
were USA ($ 91 billion), China ($ 45 bih 
lion), UK (i 37 billion). Indio got only $ 
3.3 billion. 


led Parliament, Duma, to pull Russia out 
of economic crisis. 

To get the much delayed $ 4.3 billion 
from IMF the government has agreed to 
give the State more influence in channel¬ 
ing resources into domestic industry. It 
al^ made it clear that it will ease tight 
anti-inflation policies, which have been 
attributed to the shortage of cash that, in 
turn, marked up business and State 
finances in a web of unpaid bills. 

The IMF, meanwhile, blasted Russia 
for poor tax collections and has made tax 
reform a condition for further help. 

WORLD ECONOMY 

IFC Plans $ one billion Asia 

Fund 

T he World Bank's private sector arm 
plans to set up a new Asian equities 
fund to restructure debt-laden corpora¬ 
tions caught up in the region's financial 
turmoil, officials said yesterday. 

The fund, expect^ to raise up to $ 1 
billion in private capital, would invest in 
hundreds of companies in the hardest-hit 
economies, including Indonesia, South 
Korea and Thailand, the International 
Finance Corporation said. The fund 
would be part of a $10-billion initiative, 
announced on November 20,1998, by the 
US and Japan, to help banks and compa¬ 
nies to restructure. It is hoped that the 
new initiative will help ease the global 
financial crisis, which started in Asia a 
year-and-a-half ago, and spread to Russia 
and Latin America. 

Mr Javed Hamid, the IFC's direc¬ 
tor for East Asia and the Pacific 
region, said the newly-proposed 
equities fund aimed to bring wary 
investors back to Asian markets and 
help companies raise capital in a 
tight credit environment, to pay off 
their debts and fund other opera¬ 
tions. 


USA-PAKISTAN 

An unsuccessful visit of Mr 

Sharief 


PRII 


:ME Minister of Pakistan, Mr 
Nawaz Sharief, visited USA from 


December 4, 1998 with high hopes. 
But, his mission did not yield 
expected results. Neither was he 
able to get the F-16 aircraft 
released, nor the refund. On 
Kashmir also, his attempts to 
make USA intervene proved 
unsuccessful as President Clinton 
ruled out mediation. 

On the other hand, it was US 
which demanded that Pakistan 
should apply pressure on Taliban to 
apprehend and hand over the Saudi 
terrorist Osama Ben Laden, sign 
CTBT and carry out structural 
reforms. 

It was realised upon the 
Pakistani leadership that ground 
situation has changed and it was 
no longer possible to blackmail 
USA. Overall, the visit proved to 
be a big failure for Mr Sharief. 

SUMMITS 
19th GCC meet 

R egional security and economic 
issues, against the back drop of 
falling oil prices, dominated the discus¬ 
sions at the 19th annual summit of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), which 
was held in Abu Dhabi on December 7, 
1998. 

The leaders of the six GCC mem- 
ber-States—Saudi Arabia, United 
Arab Emirates (UAH), Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar and Bahrain—also discussed a 
host of political issues, including 
their relations with Iran, the UN 
sanctions on Iraq and the West Asian 
peace process. 

On the economic front, the 
summit looked into strategies that 
will equip member-States to face 
the challenges of the next millen¬ 
nium. Steps were taken to give 
final shape to GCC customs union 
and Gulf common market. 

This year's summit had the dis¬ 
tinction of being addressed by UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan and 
South African President Nelson 
Mandela. In fact, this was the first 
time that dignitaries from outside the 
member-countries were invited to 
attend. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

^ APEC: Asia-Pacific Economic Coop¬ 
eration 

CBFC: Central Board of Film (Certifi¬ 
cation 

CCP: Cabinet Committee on Prices 
EVM: Electronic Voting Machine 
JSS: International Space Station 
\NSC: National Security Council 
TAWS: Train Arrival Warning System 

•AWARDS 

Vyas Samman, 1998 

T he K.K. Birla Foundation has selected 
Mr Covind Mishra's novel, titled Paaiicli 
An^anon mla Char, for its prestigious Vi/as 
Samman, 1998. The award carries a cash 
prize of Rs 2.5 lakh and is given to an out¬ 
standing Hindi literary work by an Indian 
citizen, which has been published during 
the last ten years. 

Dayawati Modi Foundation Award, 

1998 

P ANDIT Jasra j has been selected for the- 
Dayawati Modi Foundation Award for 
art, culture and education. 

Indira Gandhi Memorial Fellowship, | 
1998 j 

P A DMA M. Sarangapani of Bangalore 
and Bambing Sunarto from Indonesia 
have been awarded the Indira Gandhi Me¬ 
morial Fellowship, instituted by the Indira 
Gandhi National Centre for Arts (IGNCA). 

Indira Gandhi Peace Prize, 1998 

M ohammed Yunus, chairman of the 
Grameen Bank of Bangladesh, has 
been selected for the 1998 Indira Gandhi 
Prize for Peace, Disarmament and Devel¬ 
opment. 

K.K. Birla Sports Awards 

S ACHIN Tendulkar and Leander Paes 
won the K.K. Birla Sports Awards. 


Tendulkar and physically handicapped 
athlete Malathi K. Holla were honoured 
for their outstanding achievements and 
Shiny Wilson was given the special award 
for 1995. Weight-lifter Kunjarani Devi, bad¬ 
minton star PuUela Gopichand and woman 
climber Santosh Yadav were the recipients 
for 1996. 

Leander Paes received a special award 
for his bronze medal victory at the 1996 
Atlanta Games. 

BOOKS 

Paanch Anganon wala Ghar 

T his novel by Mr Govind Mishra has 
been selected for the prestigious Vi/ai; 
Samman, 1998. It is about the disintegra¬ 
tion of a family, the basic life-unit of the 
Indian society. The novel, wluch is in three 
parts, has its background in the historical 
events which plagued the country during 
the post independence period. 

CYBERSPACE 

Hhar Jail on the Web 

I NDIA'S biggest jail is now on the 
Internet. It will become South-East Asia's 
first totally computerised prison complex 
that would not only render administration 
easier but also inject a greater degree of 
transparency into its working. 

Life inside the prison and continu¬ 
ous reform activities have generated cu¬ 
riosity over the world. Many 
non-government organisations, prison 
experts and human rights organisations 
want to know about the life there. 
Computerisation and setting up of the 
website would help provide information 
to them quickly. 

The website will also provide details 
on rehabilitation courses, including teach¬ 
ing of various trades to the inmates, apart 
from meditation and de-addiction' 
courses. It will also give a breakup of 
different categories of inmates, like for¬ 


eigners, females, accompanying children, 
adolescents and also categorise the in¬ 
mates on the basis of charges that bniught 
them in. 

Private Internet Services in India 

S ATYAM Online Ltd of Hyderabad has 
become the first private InternetService 
Provider (ISP) to start Internet scr\’ices fmm 
the country. Satyam went online at Andhra 
Pradesh's Hi tech City tliat was inaugurated 
by Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee on 
November 21,1998 

The company has plans to introduce 
Internet services all over the country. 
Satyam Online, a subsidiary of Satyan 
Infoway, has 12 data centres over the coun¬ 
try that business users have been using for 
the mail system. The company will be 
utilising VSNL gateways for international 
connectivity. 

EDUCATION 

Science courses becoming extinct 

S TUNG by linuted career options, out¬ 
dated syllabi and age-old teaching tech¬ 
niques, students are staying away fmm 
science courses. Experts predict a virtual 
smothering of India's scientific research 
and development in the future. 

In the last few years, the number of 
science students has dropped from 32 per 
cent to less than 19, creating fear among 
the scientific community that progress in 
space research and atomic energy will 
gradually collapse, irrespective of fire na¬ 
scent efforts made by the government and 
other educational institutions. 

However; this could be a global phe¬ 
nomena since students opting for the sci¬ 
ences has come down by nearly fifty per 
cent in London, within a span of 14 years 
(27.6 per cent in 1980 to 16.7 per cent in 
1994). 

Scientists also attribute the decline in 
interest to changed attitudes, with the re- 
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MANAGEMENT EDUCATION 
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JOIN THE ^ CLASS OF THE NEW MILLENNIUM AT THE 

IFIM A BUSINESS SCHOOL WITH A NEW VISION 


I 


lADMISSION 
PGDM • 

These are epoch making times for the 
management education and the world is 
witnessing a period of intense and drastic change 
in the way organisations function. The 
genesis of IFIM coincide with these changes. 

The Institute is located in the serene surroundings 
of the Garden Gty, Bangalore and is one of its 
kind in dte country. 

Institute's co^orate interacdoA and sensitiveness 
to the markA needs have helped it to involve a 
unique management edocatioo progranme which 
is, at ona, highly focussed yet flexible enough to 
address ever changing demands of the corporate 
world. The Institute is admitting hig^ caliber 
students who have a burning desire to excel in 
the brave new world of 21st century, with an 
emphasis on global perspectives and Indian edtos. 
The institute will provide a competitive edge in 
terms of career training.__ 


Two year full-time Post-Graduate Diploma in 
Management 







MANAGEMi 


ANNOUNCEMENT] 

1999-2001 


FACILITIES 


Fully equipped library interconnected with 
local network. Reference materials on CD-ROM. 
Cybertek Computer Centre. State-of-the-Ait 
computer with Pentium Class server and LAN. 
Huid-Media Training. 

Intcinet Connecdvity. 


DISTINCTIVE FEATURES 


• Close interac^on with indifftries. 

• Loan SckolarsMps 

• Foreign languap courses 

• Residential facilities for outstation students 


ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 


a. . Graduate in any discipline with a minimum of 

S0*/t aggregate marks in the degree exam. 

b. Candidates appearing for final degree exam 
during the current year may also apply. They 
will be required to produce the results latest 
by 30th 0^ of the year of the Admission. 

c Foreign and NRI students witii the requbite 
qualification. 

d. Sponsored candidates fulfilling the 
qualification requirement 


ADMISSION PROCEDURE 


• interested candidates may submit their 
application directiy to rtie Institute's Office. 
Application package is available from the 
Institute's office at Bangalore against payment 
of Rs. 7S0/- by bank draft or pay order. 

INSTITUTE OF FINANCE AND 
INTERNATIONAL MANAGEMENT 
2461,24th Cross, Banashankari 
2nd Stage, Bangalore • 560 070. 
Tel : 6713172, 6719954 
Fax:080-6710869 
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suit that the subject has lost its place as a 
status symbol. Besides the wide difference 
of treatment of sciences in higher classes 
has led to a sense of disiljusionment. To¬ 
day, less than one per cent of the students 
who had taken science at the Plus Two level 
are still pursuing it. The rest prefer com¬ 
merce or humanities for undergraduate 
coursv's, which open into other professional • 
courses and job opportunities. 

' BfeRSONS 

^ y^ishra, Govind 

/" T TE is the winner of the 1998 Vyas 
iTlSamman. Tliough his writing career 
began from a very young age, it became 
noteworthy since 1965 when his short story 
Naye Purane Maa-Baap was published in the 
reputed journal Madhyam. In 1969,his first 
novel, Woh Apna Clicra, was published. In 
all, Mr Mishra has seven novels and about 
a hundred short stories to his credit. 

PLACES 

Bangkok 

C APITAL of Thailand, it was the venue 
of the 13th Asian Games from Decem¬ 
ber 6-20,1998. 

t 

Hitech city 

S ITUATED 14 km from the central busi¬ 
ness district in the suburbs of 
Hyderabad. It is a joint venture between 
the Andhra Pradesh Industrial Infrastruc- | 
hire Corporation Ltd and L & T. i 

Planned over 158 acres, the first phase j 
of the Hitech City has been completed with ! 
the 10-storey Cyber Towers that has been j 
built over a area of six acres- 

Tho building is to house software 
majors such as Microsoft, Oracle and 
Metamor. 

Plans are already underway for the 
second phase that will include a huge resi¬ 
dential complex in Madapur, in 
Hyderabad. 

Jakarta 

C APITAL of Indonesia, it has seen some 
of its worst civil unrest and clashes 
with soldiers as people chant 'reformasi.' 

Kuala Lumpur 

C APITAL of Malaysia, it hosted the sum 
mit of the Asia-Pacific Economic Co- 
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SPACE ’ 

International Space Station-building 
work started 

A Russian proton booster rocket carried 
the first part of the international space 
station into orbit on November 20, 1998, 
heralding tlic start of a new era in interna¬ 
tional space colonisation. 

The launch of the Russian cargo mod¬ 
ule, which had been delayed for more than 
a year, ushered in a new era of cooperation 
among former space-race rivals, 

On December 8,1998, US space Shuttle 
Endeavour's astronauts successfully con¬ 
nected the Zarya control module with the 
made-in-America Unity chamber, creating a 
seven-storey tower in the shuttle cargo bay. 

The 38^km high construction job be¬ 
gan with the capture of Zarya, using the 
shuttle robot arm. Then came the hard part: 
stacking the two giant cylinders in tire cargo 
bay. The two station pieces arc so big—77 
feet from the tip of one to the tip of the 
other, with a combined man of 31,750 kg— 
that astronaut Nancy Currie and her 
crewmates had to rely on a computerised 
vision system and camera views, ratlier than 
direct line of sight. This was the first time 
such a 'blend' docking had ever been at¬ 
tempted. 

The union, intended to last the sta¬ 
tions 15-year or more lifetime set the stage 
for a spacewalk by two astronauts on De¬ 
cember 7 to attach electrioal connectors and 
cables between the two components. 40 
electrical connections were hooked up be¬ 
tween the two pieces, allowing power and 
data to flow from one side to the other. 

Unity, which is a connecting passage¬ 
way, needs the solar power generated by 
the Znryfl control module to survive. 

The 12.4-metre {41.2-feet) Zarya or 
Sunrise was launched by a three-stage pro¬ 
ton booster rocket. Zarya is designed to 
serve as a space tugboat in the early stages 
of the project, providing propulsion power 
and communications. 

The International Space Station, tire US- 
led successor to Russia's Mir, involves 16 
nations and is due to be completed by 2004. 
It will consist of more than 100 elements tiiat 
will take 4S assembly flights to complete. 
The space station will be inhabitable 


byjpOO. 

; (^onid Storm 

T EONID meteoroids are associated with 
l_jcomet 55p/Temple Tuttle whoseorbltal 
period is 33.3 years. The comet crossed the 
perigelion on February 28,1998. The comet 
spews low density debris of ice and dust 
on its track. 

In the case of Leonid, the shower takes 
tire shape of storm once in 33.3 years, when 
the earth stirs the hornet's nest of debris 
swarm, just left behind by the perihelion 
passage of Temple-Tuttlc. Many people 
stayed awake to watch the storm but were 
disappointed. The showers occurred 18 
hours before schedule and were visible 
only ip certain parts of the world. 

enn becomes the oldest man in ^ 
'space 

T he oldest man in space, John Glenn, 
returned after a successful flight in Dis¬ 
covery space shuttle, on November 8,1998. 
Thirty-six years after Glenn made history 
as the first American to orbit Earth, he and 
six Discovery crewmates ended their nine- 
day mission landing safely at the Kennedy 
Space Centre in Florida. 

But Glenn's final retirement as an as¬ 
tronaut also ushered in a hew age of space 
exploration and science, an epoch which 
Discovery's October 29 launch symbolised. 

MISCELLANY 
France launches education 
programme in India 

T he French Government has chosen In¬ 
dia as the first country to launch the 
activities of its newly created agency, 
EduFrance, to promote higher education in 
France at an international level. 

Integration of Europe had led to a joint 
declaration by Education Ministers of four 
countries—Britain, Italy, Germany and 
France—to recognise the diploma of the 
other countries. This declaration has now 
been signed by 12 Europe countries. 

Now, every diploma got in France has 
the same value in 12 other European coun¬ 
tries. Cost of studying in the French Uni¬ 
versity system is arotmd $ 200 to 1,600 per 
year. The cost of living for a student in 
France would not be more than $ 500 to 
1,000 per month. 
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I GAMES , 

|p\sian Games 

■ THE 13th Asian Games opened in Bangkok 
on December 6, 1998. Thailand's king 
, ,Bhumipol Adulyadej used an ancient mag¬ 
nifying glass as a unique way of lighting the 
symbolic flame. The Asian Games attracted 
! more than .6.500 athletes from 41 nati oas. 
i India's hockey captain Dhanraj Pillay car¬ 
ried the Indian flag at the opening ceremony. 

{Look out for detailed results and history 
of Asian Carnes in next issue) 

CRICKET 

I Azharuddin becomes highest 
' run-getter in one-day matches 
AZHARUDDIN scored his 8,649th run in 
Sharjah, playing opposite Sri Lanka, be¬ 
coming the highest run-getter in one-day 
internationals. He got past Haynes' aggre¬ 
gate score of 8,648 in 302 matches while 
Haynes had done it in 238. The other top run 
getters in the one-day matches are; Aravinda 
de Silva of Sri Lanka (7,689 runs in .244 
matches), Sachin Tendulkar of India (7,457 
runs in 203 matches) and Javed Miandad of 
Pakistan (7,^1 ruas in 233 matches). 

I Coca Cola Cup triangular cricket 
INDIA beat Zimbabwe in the finals, with 
Sachin Tendulkar scoring his 21st one-day 
century to lead India to a 10-wicket victory. 
The townament was held in Sharjah. Sri 
Lanka was the third participating team. 

Australia-Pakistan one-day series 
AUSTRALIA swept the one-day serira .3-0 
when it won the last one-day nratch played 
at Lahore. Pakistan scored 315 for 8, their 
biggest one-day score against Australia but 
a record partnership of 193 between Adam 
Gilchrist (103) and Ricky Panting (124 not 
out) won die matdi for Australia. 

England-Ausbralia Test series—The 
IAshes 

' ENGLAND was saved by rain, from im¬ 


pending defeat against Australia on the 
final day of the first Ashes cricket Test at 
Brisbane. 

Australia won the second Ashes Test 
at Perth, beating England by 7 wickets. 

Pakistan-Zimbabwe series 
ZIMBABWE got their maiden Test victory 
abroad W'hen they beat Pakistan by 7 wick¬ 
ets in the first Test played at Peshawar 

Earlier, Pakistan won the one-day se¬ 
ries 2-1. Ijaz Ahmed hit a century as Paki¬ 
stan beat Zimbabwe by 111 runs in the third 
and final one-day international played at 
Rawalpindi. 

South Africa-West Indies Test series 
COURTNEY Walsh beat Malcolm 
Marshall's record for most Test wickets by 
a West Indies bowler when he took three 
wickets against South Africa at 
Johannesburg. South Africa, however, won 
the first Test. 


ciency in the face of Italian determina¬ 
tion to win the Davis Cup trophy for the 
third time since 1994 and the seventh 
time overall. The finals were played in 
Milan. 

Ij^Chase Championships 
MARTINA Hingis beat Lindsay Davenport 
7-5,6-4,4-6,6-2 to win the Chase Champi- 
oaship held at New York. This was her first 
victory in six months and also her first in 
this $2 million event. 

ATP Tour World Doubles 
Championship 

JACCO Eltingh and Paul Haarhuls won 
the ATP Tour World Doubles Champion- 
! ship played at Hartford, beating Mark 
j Knowles of the Bahamas and Daniel Nestor 
of Canada 6-4, 6-2, 7-.5. 


I Asia Cup 
VMAHESHI 


.SQUASH 'J' 
iVorld open championship 
JONATHON Power of Canada became the 
first North American to win foe World Open 
title, when he beat Scotland's Peter Nichol. 
The championship was held in Doha. 

^ENNIS 

^avis Cup, 1998 

SWEDEN performed with clinical effi¬ 


'• MAHESH Bhupathi helped India win the 
Asia Cup Tennis Championship played at 
New Defoj. 

VOLLEYBALL 

World women's Volleyball 

Championship 

CUBA beat Olympic silver medallist 
China in three sets to win the women's 
title at the World Volleyball Champion¬ 
ship held at Osaka. It was their sixth 
straight major title. 
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imlMBiili Be 


Appointed, Elected etc | 

■^faswatil Singh: Deputy Chairman of j 
Plapning Commission, he has been 
appointed Minister for External Affairs. 
He will continue as Deputy Chairman of 
Planning Commission also. 

Jflgmohan: He has been appointed as 
Union Communications Minister. 

framed Mahajan: He has been 
appointed as Union Minister of 
Information and Broadcasting. 

, iuizinho Faliero: He has been 
appointed Chief Minister of Goa. 

\y Ashok Gehlot: He has been appinted 
Chief Minister of Rajasthan. 

Sheik Dixit: She has been appinted 
Chief Minister of Delhi. 

yDigvijay Singh: He has been re¬ 
appointed Chief Minister of Madhya 
Pradesh. 

^Amrita Patel: She has been appinted 
chairman of the National Dairy 
Development Board (NDDB). 


ii* G.Partkasarthi: He has been 
appinted as India's envoy to Islamabad. 

^ (Lt Gen (retd) Surinder Nath: He has 
been appinted as the Chairman of Union 
Public fiervice Commission (UPSC). 

Resigned 

Mesut Yilmaz: Prime Minister of 
Turkey. 

Sushma Swaraj: Chief Minister of 
Delhi. 

Wilfred D'Souza: Chief Minister of 

Goa. 

Distinguished Visitors 

Prince Philippe: Crown Prince of 
Belgium. 

Ftai’io Cotti: President of Switzerland. 

Lt Gen Mustafizur Rehman: Chief of 
Bangladesh Army. 

Died 

'^Lord Hunt: Leader of die first successful 
expdition to Mount Everest in 1953. 

P.N. Haksar: Eminent administrator 
and diplomat. 




NOVEMBER 

10—The Patna High Court dismisses the 
bail application of the two former 
Chief Ministers of Bihar, Laloo Prasad 
Yadav and Jagannath Mishra, in the 
fodder scam case. 

17—The silent yet spectacular celestial 
fireworks, the 'leonid showers', 
caused by meteoric particles in the 
wake of the comet Temple-Tuttle 
entering the earth's atmosphere, 
begin. 

25— An estimated 50-55% turnout is 
recorded in the polling for the 
assemblies of Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Mizoram 
and Delhi. 

26— Over 200 pople are killed and about 
300 injured as the Calcutta bound 
Sealdah Express crashes into the 
derailed coaches of the Frontier Mail- 
Golden Temple Express, near 
Khanna in the Ludhiana district of 
Punjab. 


27—Five security men are killed and an 
oil pipeline blown up by ULFA in 
Assam. 

29—The BJP receives a drubbing in the 
Assembly elections, with the 
Congress getting three-fourth 
majority in Delhi and Rajasthan 
and simple majority in Madhya 
Pradesh. 

DECEMBER 

3—The first Congress ministry since 
Delhi achieved Statehood in 1993, 
assumes office and Sheila Dixit is 
sworn in as Chief Minister of 
Delhi. 

—A 15-member Mizo National Front- 
Mizoram People's Conference 
ministry is sworn in under the 
leadership of Zoramffianga. 

—US President Bill Clinton turns down 
Pakistan PM Nawaz Sharif's plea f(» 
mediation on Kashmir and urges 
Pakistan to roll back its nuclear 
programme. 


V,>=^The Information and Broadcasting 
Ministry asks the Central Board of 
Film Certification (CBFC) to re¬ 
examine Deepa Mehta's film Fire, in 
the wake of protests in certain parts 
of the country. 

5—Prime Minister expands his 
Cabinet and appoints ahree new 
ministers. 

—President K.R. Narayanan expresses 
concern over a backlog of 30 million 
cases in courts in India and asks 
judiciary to take steps to tackle them 
on a war footing. 

6— 13th Asian Games begin at 
Rajamangala National Stadium in 
Bangkok, Thailand, amidst traditional 
fanfare. 

7— Ten Indian Army personnel, serving 
under the UN peace-keeping 
operations in Angola and taken 
hostage by rebel fora*s, are released 
from captivity. 

8— At least 50 passengers are burnt alive 
following a collision between a bus 
and a kerosene oil tanker near 
Dhangai village, 40 km from Bhojpur 
district headquarter town of Ara in 
Bihar. 

—Russia carries out a sub-critical 
nuclear test in the Arctic 
Ocean. 

—A Group of Japanese scientists 
clone eight calves from the cells of 
a single cow. However, only four 
survive. 


MILESTONES 

-A.G. Krishnamurthy: 

Mudra Communications chair¬ 
man and managing director, 
who has been rankdd as one of 
the 25 key global advertising 
figures, by Media International, 
a UK-based media and 
advertising mon^ly, 

\J::eon StukeiJ: Six time 
Gymnastics medallist and the 
oldest living Olympian, who 
turned 100 on November 13, 
1996. 

-4.lnor Abargll: The new 
Miss World, she is from Israel. ] 
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The best two letters ot the month, appearing in the box, have been awarded a prize ol 
Rs 100 0!) eaeh Readers arc invited to send us their views on topics covered in tins 
1 ' vue You con also o-inail your response to lettert®C9mp«tltionmactar.eoift. The 
dec'S’on of the Fditor will bo linal 


MANAGEMENT 

SPECIAL 

We all yearn for mind- 
boggling salaries and this quest 
steers many young people to 
hyped up professions. The cover 
story in Tiir.CoMi'iTirioN M.\siik 
de.scribed everything in a clear 
and honest manner. It gave a list 
of the better institutes and also 
helped us to distinguish 
between institutes The .idvice 
has helped clear many doubts I 
had. The issue is a lollector's 
item as it will surely help future 
aspirants also 

Cibii Alex 
Ihniiijnir, Nn^alml 

DEALING WITH 
STRESS 

Stress is a subject which 
people do not like to talk about, 
except perhaps in big cities You 
mentioned that counsellors help, 
but 1 have not met any so far, 
liven the teachers are not 
interested in talking to the 
Students or solving theii 
problems. It is useless to talk to 
parents because they feel that 
they are always right and have 
a right to control your life. True, 
there are si'me institutes which 
emphasise on overall 
development of personality, but 
others are mostly worried about 
examination results. There is no 
help aviiilable to a young per .son 
under stress. 

Manpinder Singh Gill 
Ludhiana, Punjab 

The methods of dealing 
with Stress mentioned by you 


were really helpful. Hazards and 
personal difficulties in modern 
life create stress and at last some 
thought is being given to the 
modern malaise. 

B.M /losi- 
Cahulta 

ACADEMIC 

ANARCHY 

Your editorial (Jan '‘>9) 
reflects the true side ot our 
educational institutes. The 
in.stitutions are crumbling, and 
those who are supposed to 
manage them are mediocre 
personalities, unable to guide the 
country's youth. Instead of 
helping students, our institutes 
play with their caieers and make 
their life even more miserable. 
Universities must be made moa* 
accuuntable to get over this 
gloomy picture. 

Saurabli Katial 
Chandigarh 

(Tver the last several decades, 
educatiim has ceased to be 
education. Now' people join 
institutes to get the tag ot a degae. 
Unless there is an attitudinal 
change, flic- anarchy will continue. 

V. Sagar 
Delhi 

MOCK-CAT 

The All India Mock-CAT in 
the December '98 issue was 
extremely useful. Those who took 
the test coold get a real feel of the 
examination and could assess 
their aptitude. The feedback 
provided was very good and 
probably put all aspirants for CAT 
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SAVING LIVES 

I had seen the symptoms described by you in my sister 
but could not do anything about it. After reading your cover 
story (January '99) 1 made the effort to involve her in activities 
that I was doing. She developed a confidence in me and has 
slowly opened up. I am happy that your fei>ture has helped 
save at least one life. Apart from careers, it is important to learn 
about life, which your magazine takes care of. You understand 
the real meaning of education. 

SrikanI Aehan/a 
Hyderahid, Andhra Pradesh 


AGE AND YOUTH 

Both age and youth have a role to play, but they have to 
be sensitive to each other. The trouble is that each thinks that 
the other is ignorant, which causes a lot of problem.s. It we only 
pause to appreciate the other's viewpoint, we might discover 
that both have something to contribute. The solution is not to 
leave them alone, but to understand the motivations of different 
age groups. 

Henwnt Mishra 
Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh 


on the right track. 

Please provide such mock 
tests for other exams as well, 
which will help your readers a 
lot. I appreciate yourunique idea. 

Wflsi'm Aklitar 
Calcutta 

1 could get to know the 
pattern of the CAT exam only 
through your issue. It has been a 
boon for my preparations. Please 
publish more such features. 

Norbu Sangpo 
Bilaspur, Madhya Pradesh 

USE OP ENGLISH 

1 find the language used by 


Thi. CoMi'irriTios Masiik simple 
and direct, which leaves me spell¬ 
bound. Your choice ot phrases 
and words is very gimd which 
makes one improve vocabulary 
and expression. You have a 
distinctive style w'hich stands 
apart from all other magazines. 

Atanii Gorai 
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JusOce delayeil is 
liisiice dewed _ 

"NliKl-m-mosis or pootic face to remind us that the concern, at least to the and the F.xecutivc, as also 
justice, the dispensation problem has assumed diabolic 'powers-that-he'. The role of provide adequate represen- 


of speedy justice bv the Courts dimensions. Unless some 
is a mirror that reflects the drastic and result-oriented 
health of a society or polity measures arc taken in the right 

that believes in the rule of law earnest and direction, the 

and sanctih' of human rights, scourge of 'justice delayed is 
But, w’hcn we find the justice denied'will continue to 
frightful figure of nearly thirty cast a slur on the trinity of our 
million cases pending in democracy. 

Courts, w'ith what face can we It is a matter of serious 

face the mirror that throws concern that our civil courts 

back at us our apathetic take as much as twenty years 

attitude and complacent to hear a suit and the criminal 

conscience as far as the tenets trials begin after five to ten 

ofjustice are concerned? One years. Maturally, bringing the 

of the potent pillars of guill\ to book after such delav 

democracy, the "rule of law", defeats the very purpose of 

comes under a cloud when punishment and has the effect 

suspects and undertrials, are of demoralising the police and 

forced to languish in jails for the law enforcement machi- 

years, with no hope of justice ncry. liven those found 

being done to them and the innocent after such a long 

best part of their lives waiting and worrying seldom 

withering within the four have a word of praise or a 

walls of prisons. feeling of being vindicated by 

It needs no reiteration to courts, because the period of 
state that democraev loses suspense and mental agony has 

much of its elan when a been too harsh, 
section of its citizens are made It is a pity that a number 
to lose their basic rights of recommendations made by 

simply because the courts the liiw Commission to make 

move at a snail's pace and the justice prompt and universally 

administration of justice accessible have remained only 

becomes a mirage. Despite the on paper. The fact that like 

estab-lishment of consumer much else in our national life, 

courts, Lok Adalats, Motor the judiciary no longer 

Accident Tribunals and commands as much awe and 

Cooperative Courts, and the respect as it used to in the years 

like, the volume of pending immediately after inde¬ 
cases in courts stares us in the pendence should cau.se 
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money and muscle power in tation to all the major regions 

matters of law, litigation and and sections of the society in 

justice is another highly the judiciary. The judicial 

disturbing distortion that has system needs to be put under 

made a mockery of the judicial the microscope to see why the 

system. judicial procedures have 

The recent obser\'ations of become so dilatory and justice 

the President, over the out of reach of the needy. The 

intricacies of procedures, the ease with which adjournments 

ingenuity of lawyers in to suit the convenience of 

prolonging cases, and even the lawyers are sought and 

indifference of judges and the granted results in helping the 

unending process of appeals, vicious cycle of prolonging the 

are both timely and taunting, case beyond all fears and 

Who can disagree with his fulminations. The tendency to 

candid comments that each of boycott courts, or to go on 

thebackloged case represented strikes, by the advocates, 

the delay and denial of justice further fuels the curse of 

to the people? 'justice delayed is justice 

Undoubtedly, the princi- denied', 
pal cause for the present sad Even the mills of God 
situation is lack of adequate grind but slowly. Here in 
funding for the legal system. India, the movement of justice 

In order to make things move is not only slow but dead slow 

faster on the judicial front, we in most of the cases, 

have to spend much more on Something has to be done, 

increasing the remuneration of goes without saying. The 

judges at all levels. We continuation of the present— 

desperately require more rather paralytic—state of 

judges and better judges who affairs will have perilous 

can stand up to the powerful consequences. A civil society 

members of the Bar and can requires a functioning legal 

control the proceedings in the system where all persons are 

courts. treated equally. There is a 

Judicial reforms are the denial of equality if an 

urgent need of the hour. They ordinary person cannot 

should encompass the approach a court and obtain 

relationship between the justice within a reasonable 

judiciary and the legislature time. 
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rs Rabri Devi, 
the proxy 
Chief Minister 
of blighted Bihar, has many 
political "gems" of utterances 
to her CTedit. Sometime back 
she had pronounced that it was 
not necessary to be literate to 
run the State's administration. 
Obviously, the surrogate CM 
was blissfully unaware ot the 
stark fact that files, which are 
the arteries of the 
administrative blood, are 
written in either Hindi or 
English. To read them, one 
has to be literate, if not 
educated. 

She has now added two 
more to her name. One concerns 
the Governor of Bihar, Mr S.S. 
Bhandari. The other smears 
and tarnishes the Prime 
Minister, and the Home 
Minister, with the same 
abusive brush. About the 
former, she is alleged to have 
said that he is lame of one leg 
and that the devout people of 
her State would break the 
other, too. What she said about 
the PM and the Home Minister 
is better left unrecorded. 
Decency demands we need not 
smear our column. The 


Disgrace Abounding 



journalists, too suffered a lash 
from her acidic tongue. People 
already resigned to the nadir 
of Bihar and national politics 
have shrugged off the lady's 
remarks. But the matter does 
not, should not, be buried here. 
The larger implications of the 
conduct of a State Chief 
Minister have to be examined 
and suitable measures adopted 
to ensure decency in the 
functioning of the democratic 
way of life. 

With the invasion of 
democracy by the ground¬ 
lings, the quality of politics has 
deteriorated to insufferable 
limits. The leisured aristoCTacy 
which performed tfie task of 
governing in olden days, may 
have had shortcomings but it 


could not be accused of 
abusive language in public 
statements. This, indeed, is the 
privilege of the poverty- 
stricken (mentally speaking). 

There are, broadly 
speaking, two other aspects 
of this problem: moral and 
constitutional. We leave aside 
legal for the lady in question 
may not have even heard of 
defamation. We go by Christ: 
Lord, Forgive them. They 
know not what they do. 
Morally, the puppet Chief 
Minister can be brushed aside 
(not forgiven) because 
morality weighs only with 
nobler specimens of 
humanity. 

Constitutionally, the 
matter assumes serious 


dimensions. Can a Chief 
Minister subject a 
Constitutional Head of the 
same State to verbal violence? 
This is of utmost significance 
because, according to the 
Constitution, the Head of the 
State holds office at the 
pleasure of the President of the 
Union. 'The only justification 
that could possibly be given in 
the defence of the distraught 
lady is that the Governor had 
been itching for the dismissal 
of the State gof^mment ever 
fdnee his posting in tihe Stete. 
While Governor Bhandari may 
be accused of political 
partisai»hip, the unlettered 
Chief Minister cannot be 
pardoned of political 
prostitution of her office. 
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«.RTICLE 


Hnnitiiir BfBct on EconomlGS 


Nobd Prize in any discipline is the ulti¬ 
mate in this world. While civn in developed 
countries, including the USA, Nobel in any 
field is considered to be a rare honour, the 
developing countries can count their Nobel 
laureates on fingers. Considered against this 
background, award of Nobel Prize in econom¬ 
ics to Prof Amartya Sen of India is a unique 
distinction by any standards. Prof Sen is the 
first Indian to have won a Nobel in economics 
and has succeeded in bringing the poverty- 
stricken developing countries to tlw centre stage 
of the world's attention and brought to thefore 
^ importance of normative economics, by es¬ 
tablishing a direct correlation between tlw wel¬ 
fare economics and economic development. 


V V Sen has brought honour to every 
Indian. Many economists in India feel that 
this award should have come to him sev¬ 
eral years earlier. The work of Prof Sen in 
the field of welfare economics has helped 
in understanding the economic dynamism 
underlying famines and poverty in the 
developing countries. In the citation for the 
prestigious award. Royal Swedish Acad¬ 
emy of Sciences considered Prof Sen'seon- 
tribution on famines and came to the con¬ 
clusion fiiat he has improved significantly 
the fiieoretical foundation for carrying out 
a comparison of different distributions to 
the society's welfare. 

In addition to foe specific work on 
famines, recognized by foe Royal Swedish 
Academy of Sciences while chosing Prof 
Sen for foe Nobel Prize, Sen has several 
other contributions too, which have now 
come to foe forefront. V^blfare economics, 
till recently, was looked upon as a residual 
sphere of development economics by ma¬ 
jority of modem-day economists, but he 
has brou^t fois inqjortant discipline to foe 
.mainstream economics. 

Award to Sen has also resulted in a 
stuff in obsession from the financial sector 


issues to the teal sector issues. Royal Swed¬ 
ish Academy of Sciences has also departed 
from the usual trend where foe awards in 
economics were given to the works with a 
strong right-winged ideological bias and 
emphasis on neo<lassical methodology. It 
is very gratifying that Sen's work on pov¬ 
erty alleviation has been acknowledged, 
wfoch is quite relevant in the present-day 
context. 

Showing great concern for poverty 
alleviation, the off beat work of Sen on 
foe choice of techniques represents foe di¬ 
lemma faced by many developing coun¬ 
tries; whether to go in for capital-intensive 
or labour-intensive techniques of produc¬ 
tion. So far India is concerned. Sen be¬ 
lieves that India's basic problem lies in 
deep-rooted poverty and widespread in¬ 
equalities. He also believes that removal 
of these two economic evils calls for a 
more participatory growth on a wider 
basis. But, because of severe inequalities 
in social and economic opportunities, 
wider participatory growth was difficult 
to achieve. For the Nobel laureate, solu¬ 
tion to India's economic problems lies in 
preservation and better practice of democ¬ 
racy, rapid social development through 
public and private efforts, introducing 
pragmatic economic changes in the 
economy and removal of institutional, 
legal and other barriers to mobility and 
socio-economic equity. 

Remarkable Work 

W HILE specifically recognizing foe 
contributimt of Prof Sen in foe field 
of famines and welfare economy. Royal 
Swedish Academy of Sciences commended 
the total work done by him in foe field of 
economics. He, thus, gets all foe credit to 
ensure recognition to welfare economics 
which was not forthcomii^ earlier Wifo a 
view to ascertain foe true nnecit of the con* . 


tributions of Prof Sen to th^ economic 
theory, it would be pertinent to discuss in 
detail his contributions to the welfare eco¬ 
nomics. 

Primarily relating to welfare econom¬ 
ics, the contributions of Amartya Sen 
range from axiomatic theory of social 
choice, relating to welfare and poverty 
indexes to empirical studies of famines. 
These aspects are closely related by gen¬ 
eral interest in distributional issues, re¬ 
sulting in aggregation of individual values 
into collective decisions. By sifting the 
available information about various indi¬ 
viduals' welfare at the time of taking col¬ 
lective decisions. Sen has improved 
theoretical framework by defining new 
and more satisfactory indexes of poverty. 
In addition, the economic mechanism 
underlying famines is also better unde^ 
stood now by the world after his works. 
Amartya Sen has worked at length to look 
into the causes of poverty and famines, 
which led to construction of poverty line, 
a measure of incidence of poverty, widely 
used by the United Nations, various in¬ 
ternational organisations and developing 
countries in policy formation and imple¬ 
mentation. 

Another area in which Sen contrib¬ 
uted immensely is the field of collective 
choice and its importance to welfare eco¬ 
nomics. Since early ^s, Nobel laureate 
Arrow Kenneth (1972) had propounded 
th^ impossibility theorem in collective 
decision-making which advocated ag¬ 
gregation of individual preferences, 
where majority rule, one of the most 
accepted mddea of cdlecHve decisions, 
was one of the many alternatives. The 
surprising result arrive()^at by Kenneth 
Arrow was that no aggiegatiqo rule qx* 
ists foat fulfils five axioms of collective 
decisions. Main issue hdw could dte. 

individual prrietences be aggrejgatol and 
difie^t;!^! status in a 
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Deariiiend, 

My name is Ibii Bipna. I want to tdl you some 
ideas from my ww surprisingly pwafid coune 
*RiU Bapna's Mind Bower Study IfedHikiues.* 

Wliy Dm Italy 10% Miml P 0 irar 

Yqiis have alwign known that essh person’s mind 
is very power All. The scientists now say that most 
people use onl)r lOX of their mind power. That 
upio 90% of mind power remains hidden and 
unused. 

My couise teaches you to use part of this 90% to 
study bener, to improve mr memory, and to get 
success in your exam and competition. 

SurprMng ButTni* 

Consider this: rou have oeen learning many 
subjects in schools or coll^ for H). or 12, or 
more years. It is surprising that they do not spend 
even 1 hour to teach you how to use mote of your 
mind power for success. 

My powerAil, result-oriented course will help you 
in everything you warn to stutfy: Ekidsli, Bmici, 
Accountiiig, Hlstoiy, etc. and Air IAS, IMT, IIT, 
Board EsaoM. FO. Bodt, UFSC, SSC, Ok, CS, 
etc. 

Cant Mak* You SuoMinan. No Magic. 

I warn to make it clear that my course cannot 
make you a supermmi or give you success by magic 
if you do not work hard. 

What my course can do is to help you discover 
the hidden talents and natural abilities of your mind 
such as reading foster and remembering more in,less 
time. 

I guarantee that my course will help you towards 
success if you are a sincere and ambitious student 
who suidies average or more, is differem, and 
seriously wants to get success. Both loppm and 
ordinary students will greatly beneAi. 

Just as a strong foutidatlon helps to build a good 
building, this course helps you to make the best use 
of your hard work and studying/coaching. 

Inprov* Yomr Msaoiy (talcfcly 

You will 1mm many easy techniques to improve 
your memory in this course. Let me give brief 
summary of two such techniques here. 

Ibchnique 1; The brain has two memory stores: 
short-term and long-term. Research shows that 
without revision, wer 24 hours we remeniber only 
18%. After 1 month only 5%. B clearly shows that 
we must revise. But, most students do not revise 
systematically, so much of their hard work is 
wasted. I teach you the powerftil techniques 
"Systematic Revision” and ‘Daily Routine* so that 
you can revise ami remember more in less time. 

ibehnique 2: Scientific research has proved that 
for better memory, we should take rest and not 
study continuously for hours. Hbu will learn my 
technique "Rest Routine” to get maximum benmt 
from the rest. This technique relaxes you, changes 
your brain wgves, and puia you in a ‘learning state”. 

Itad Pastor !• lavisa tastor 

Everyone can learn to read and understand 300, 
SOO or mote words per minute. But, maqy of us 
read only about 100 words per minute. My ‘Rnger 
Tbehnique” will double your speed in 60 minutes. 

Vbu mm readskNvIy for these teasons: (1) If you 
read aloud or move li^ (2) If you bear soiuids in 
your mind (9 If you read one word at a glance 


habits. The best use of teatfli^ foster Is not to snidy 
new chapters A>r the first time, but to revise again 
and Mam qutekly so that you can t emsB fo ermqre in 
lessdme.^^ ~ 

HHmI WIN Via laMra 

My oouiie beta you in these GiWeatBweam 
nelm: 1. Good iDcicaae In your memory dk 
wncenttatkM X. Ifour effoedvenasa K teed foster 
and learn edU lnonaasigreatly Iperaase in year.,. 

SraUtv Sm IMagaim lMaeam» aailtlm-mM MmdM slmmo t Awiatii Mm 


^ CmVMtaiswBr "N 

' TImsc QmsHou 

•Forbetter mamory. should you study 
early In moming or tats In night? 

• For batter mamory, should you read taat 
or slow? Should you study oentlnu- 
oualy or taka rest? 

• Do examiners ghra you mors rnailts V 
you wrtta mors pages? 

• Wilch vitamins can help your brain to 
fUnellon baltsr'and to Improve your IQ? 

• For how many hours must you sissp? 

L* Is It good (or your IQ to eat Just before / 
Van exam? J 


Oot Simtofol Sfoh 
. All tadlfo Mmimir lAMorA 

Our student RaJfoChaudhaty has 
" rsoantty sat a memory record. 

(Umca Book of Records), 
m kiterviows to many newspapers 
he laid,'The secrets of my newly developed memory 
are poMal courses MIM Fewer SIwAr Tbehnfotrss and 
Mfod Fewer Muato ftoffl ttw MM Fourer Ressareh 
(nsKfofo, UMpur." 

Before Joining our courses, he was an ordinary 
student and sooted only 824% In High School Exam. 

AakyoufseH: If this course can help someone to sat 
a new memory record, can M also help you to Improve 
memory and use mors mind power for success? 

Whol Nfowspapfors, Maf mxIms Soy 

•rsimpis, sfladive, ptadlGsl tschnkiuss to Improve over¬ 
all kilslllgsncs and mind power. Even average studeni 
can easily understand.* -rmnotMu 

VPoworful, practical, easy. It wM help all shidenUi, bank 
oflldals a^ others appeiulng for test, exams and Inter¬ 
views.* —Indian Banks'AuacUVonBuiMm 

What StoAaafg Say 

aTTOur eoutsa helpod me to srin 0QLOJHEQBL in AMIE 
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ARTICLE 


satisfactory manner in theory. Prof 
Amartya Sen's contributions from mid- 
60s enriched the principles of social 
choice theory, on the one hand, and 
opened up new areas of studies in the 
field, on the other. This helped many re¬ 
searchers to renew their faith and inter¬ 
est in welfare-related issues. 

Even about the welfare of individu¬ 
als, the findings of Sen are revealing. Tra¬ 
ditional theory of welfare economics 
assumed that every individual can rank 
different alternatives, without assuming 
anything about inter-personal compara¬ 
bility. But the basic question was whether 
the ranking of alternatives done by indi¬ 
viduals can really be compared, in absence 
of any common factor? Sen, in his effort 
of enrichment of welfare economics, made 
different assumptions regarding interper¬ 
sonal comparability to arrive at demo¬ 
cratic set up for viable collective decisions. 
One of the assumptions suggested by him 
includes the utilitarian principle, which 
implies that utility drawn by individuals 
from various alternatives vary and the dif¬ 
ferences in utility of alternative social sta¬ 
tus can be compared across the 
individuals. This was done by him, by 
improving upon the utilitarian principle 
earlier developed by an American Philoso¬ 
pher John Rawi. 

One of the important theoretical foun¬ 
dations developed by Sen pertains to the 
poverty-related issues. He is a pioneer in 
developing a universally acceptable mea¬ 
sure of degree of poverty, through recom¬ 
mending various axioms for determining 
a poverty line. This poverty index is widely 
used in the world and at least three of his 
axioms of poverty line have been used by 
other researchers who have come out with 
alternative indexes. These indexes have 
wide applications in the theory of social 
choice. Alongwith Serge Kolm and An¬ 
thony Alhison, Prof Amartya Sen clarified 
relations between Lorentz Curve (defining 
income distributions), Ginni Coefficient 
(measuring the degree of income inequal¬ 
ity) and ordering of various income distri¬ 
butions by the society 

One of the most acclaimed works of 
Amartya Sen relate to his best known 
, Ponerfy and Famines: An Essay on 
iatitlemeatt ^ Deprivation. In this book, 
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he has questioned the validity of the com¬ 
mon belief that the food scarcity is the 
most important, and at times, the only 
factor responsiblefor famines. He carried 
out several studies in South Asia and Sa¬ 
haran countries and on the basis of em¬ 
pirical evidence available after 1940. He 
has found that famines have occurred 
even in the countries where the supply of 
food articles was not significantly lower 
than the previous year's level. In some 
cases, the areas effected by famine have 
even exported the foodgrains. Sen believes 
that thorough understanding of socio-eco¬ 
nomic factors and their influence on vari¬ 
ous social groups and opportunities is 
required to analyse famines. For example, 
one explanation which has empirically 
come out for 1947 Bangladesh famine is 
the excessive floods which affected the 
food prices that year and also reduced the 
employment opportunities for agricul¬ 
tural workers, resulting in sudden drop 
in the real incomes of the agricultural 
labourers. In yet another book. Sen went 
to explain various prevehtive measures 
which could limit the adverse effect of 
famines. 

Last, but certainly not the least, the 
work of Sen relates to the welfare of the 
poorest in the society His theory of choice 
of technology of production propounds 
that the countries abundant in labour force 
must adopt labour-intensive technologies 
of productions. This would ensure maxi¬ 
mum possible employment to the labour 
force, on the one hand, and result in lesser 
use of precious capital in such countries, 
on the other. In addition. Sen has devel¬ 
oped several indexes to compare the wel¬ 
fare of different societies, by departing 
from the commonly used measure of per- 
capita income. He believes that what re¬ 
sults in welfare is not important, but the 
purpose for which such goods are ac¬ 
quired, is important. Hence, higher in¬ 
come is important because of the 
capabilities it creates and such capabili¬ 
ties depend on various other factors like 
health and education. He further points 
out that ability to exploit given equal op¬ 
portunities varies from individual to in¬ 
dividual. Some inequality would thus be 
always there,, despite best efforts to pro¬ 
vide equal opportunity. 


I Critical View 

D espite the commendations of the - 
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, 
there are many schools of thought Which 
do not agree with Amartya Sen. The works 
of Sen primarily hover around welfare 
economics, particularly in the less devel¬ 
oped countries and he implicitly advocates 
government intervention to optimise the 
welfare in the society. But the advocates of 
free market economy do not quite agree 
with him and firmly believe that the issue 
of welfare is best attended to, when left to 
the market driven forces of demand and 
supply. 

The classical theory of economics also 
believes toat economics is the study of pros¬ 
perity and not poverty. Yet another school 
of thought believes that poverty is nothing 
but the absence of economic achievement. 
This school of thought firmly believes that 
if proper attention is given to the trade, 
transport and towns, the poverty would 
automatically disappear 

It would be futile to bring out pros 
and cons of all these concepts. As a fa¬ 
mous saying goes, "if there are seven 
economists there would be eight opinions". 
The fact remains that the world has, per¬ 
haps, for the first time, realised the impor¬ 
tance of welfare economics and its 
relevance to the developing world. Obvi¬ 
ously, the attention of the world towards 
this field is not out of any love towards 
the cause of poor third world. It certainly 
has caught the attention of the West after 
the pure capitalistic prescriptions of the 
IMF and the World Bank have failed to 
acldeve the desired results, Russia being 
the latest example. All credit goes to 
Amartya Sen to highlight the problems of 
the under-developed countries to the en¬ 
tire world community and, at the same 
time, suggestingeertain remedies too. His 
acceptance of other Indian economists like 
Jagdish Bhagwati and Avinash Dixit in the 
world fora in the years to come. With the 
rise of Sen on the interruitiwiai horizon of 
economics, it is expected that concern of 
the developed world, towards the prob¬ 
lems of the poorer countries, would in¬ 
crease significantly and international 
assistance would be easier to get, as and 
when any poor country i^s., f 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 


CilGlHtt has eclpsod Mhar SporisP 


The Asian Games ms a rare opportunity 
when the nation jvlt proud of its achievement 
in sports other than cricket. The presence of big 
money in cricket has made it a dominating sport 
and may tmv led to eclipse of other sporting 
events in the country. In this issue, ive debate 
whether this really is the case and what has 
been the consequences of too much cricket in 
the country. 

Mr A Friends, we have an interest¬ 
ing topic today. We have all watched 
cricket matches, either live or on televi¬ 
sion. It is a unifying force in the country, 
apart from films. Many addicts literally 
follow the advertising line of "Eat 
Cricket, Sleep Cricket", so obsessed are 
they with the game. They watch all the 
telecasts no matter at which time they 
are held. Sometimes, when India wins, 
you can hear fire crackers in the ntiddle 
of the night. Attendance in govermnent 
offices is thin when matches are held. 

This has given rise to the feeling that 
perhaps too much attention is being 
given to aicket. As a result, other games 
suffer as they do not get sponsorship or 
funds. No facilities are provided to the 
players. The lack of international expo¬ 
sure has resulted in gradual decline of 
the games. Talent too gets attracted to 
cricket and few people want to partici¬ 
pate in other sports. This is hardly 
desirable. Perhaps we need to develop 
facilities and give equal attention to ^ 
games so that India excels in all fields. 

MrB You are ignoring a basic 
princqrie of sports sponsorships. Compa¬ 
nies like to sponsor events which are 
watched by many. They would not want 
to waste montSy on events which are 
attended only by a few people. Cricket 
gets sponsorship becauk the matches are 
watched across the country. It is an 
(OU^g game, in which fortunes qa 
J|ii|i%e in a matter^ ininutes. The 
young and die old ahkenitateh the game.. 
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Contrast this with an athletic meet. AU 
you see is people running from one 
place to the ofter. It is no wonder that 
they are not able to attract viewers and 
sponsorship. You cannot blame the 
sponsors for this. It is the nature of the 
sport. Perhaps the onus then falls on the 
government to put in funds where 
companies will not. In China and USA, 
players from all major games are pro¬ 
vided with all facilities. Even when 
corporate sponsorship is absent, various 
games are not neglected. 

MrC I am glad you mention other 
countries. In the USA there is as much 
an obsession about baseball as there is 
about cricket in India. There is big 
money and sponsorship and the games 
attract Americans from all over the 
country. Still, other games do not suffer. 
In the Olympics, the USA is the highest 
winner of medals, in events ranging 
from swimming to athletics. So we 
cannot say that interest in one game 
leads to neglect of the others. The secret 
is that facilities exist for all games, 
where people can practice and excel. In 
India we traditionally neglect all sports 
activities. Even for cricket the govern¬ 
ment has never provided facilities. Now 
with the entry of corporate sponsors we 
have cricket academies and world class 
facilities. We caiuiot say that because 
these have been created in cricket, other 
games su^r. We should instead fwl 
happy that at least in one game there is 
money. Perhaps we need to learn from 
the experience of cricket and try to 
replicate the same in other games, so 
that facilities improve all over. Expecting 
this from the government is useless. 

What is required is that diose who 
manage the game should market the 
events to the sponsors arid create ipfe^ , 
est, as they have done in crid(et.;VVhat is 
h^pening instead is that the 
wdt for sponsors to ddme to diem, ft i$ 


a typical way of government marketing 
and amounts to actually suppressing the 
game. 

MrD I am glad you mention the 
officials. Indian sport has suffered on 
account of bureaucrats who have the 
attitude, "we will neither do anything 
nor let others do something". That has 
been the bane of sports in our country. 

In the recent Asian Games in Bangkok, it 
was estimated that more than 240 
officials accompanied the contingent. 
Many of those who went did not have 
any idea about sporting events, as was 
evident from the poor performance in 
many sports and the shabby treatment of 
players like Geet Sethi and Dingko 
Singh. Traditionally, international sport¬ 
ing events have been used by the bu¬ 
reaucratic fraternity as tourist and 
shopping opportunities. Even in cricket, 
officials dominate the selections, causing 
die famous remark that they are a 
"bunch of jokers". Sports in our country 
dius does not suffer from lack of money, 
but over-abundance of officials. Cricket 
may have shaken off that to some extent 
and introduced a culture of private 
sponsorship, the same has now to be 
done for other games, if they are to do 
well at all. 

MrE Your argument is correct and 
th«e is little doubt diat officials must be 
kept away from sports. But you ignore 
the fact l^t ^ lack of international 
hicilities have led to our poor plelifb^ 
mance in many fields. In hock^, for 
instance, we did not havg the artifkial 
turf so odier countries overtook us. 
Likewise, in athletics we do not have 
international facilito so our 
sportspersons never know where dtey . 
stand. Tlte situation is diat neither the . 
governmgiyt 4 fof private ctmipanie^^^ 
willing te'jpnt money. So wtot is dill 
f^u!^^:j^fftq'vriesay ^twe should ' 
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not participate in intematioiud events, or 
that we should do something about it. 
We can learn from the experience of 
other countries. In Chitu, sports acad¬ 
emies have been created. These are 
directly financed by the State. The point 
is that if private sponsorship is not 
forthcoming because of any reason, the 
government should step in. Vk should, 
thus, not blame too much interest in 
cricket as major reason for poor perfor¬ 
mance in other games. 

Mr A I still feel that cricket has 
eclipsed other sports. In our country, 
resources are limited and when too 
much is allocated to one game, others 
will naturally suffer. You mentioned that 
other games do not get the proper 
facilities and one reason is that too much 
is given to cricket. We cannot get good 
coaches or international facilities in 
athletics or hockey because everything ' 
seems to be going in cricket. It is like die 
scenario in medicine, in which every¬ 
thing is going into AIDS research, at the 
cost of providing primary health services 
to the population. Too much glamour 
and media hype has caused erosion of 
other games. Today, people know ail the 
statistics of cricket match® but are not 
even aware of the names of players in 
other events. After all, how many people 
knew the name of Jyotirmoyee Sikdar 
before she won the gold at Bangkok? 

The media, along with everyone else, is 
guilty of creating a hype about cricket, 
which has led to this unhealthy troid of 
neglect of almost everything else. 

MrB You may be right, but you 
cannot blame the media only. The media 
does create a lot of hype but you can 


hardly prevent diat. It is a kind of a ■ 
vicious circle, where interest is generated 
in a game and then the players are given 
the status of demi-gods, like Sachin 
Tendulkar and Mohammad Azharuddin. 
The media reports on everything they 
say or do. This kind of hype may be 
difficult for an athletics champion 
because people may not be interested. 
But that is really the negative aspect. 
Players can do without this hype. What 
we need to discuss is how to channel 
more resourc® into neglected gam®. 

MrC You are right. First, I think 
that the government has a big role to 
play. The huge resourc® that have gone 
into cricket have not come from the 
government but from compani®. So 
there has been a saving on that account, 
which should be inv®ted in other 
gam®. Efforts should be made to get 
international coach® and faciliti® with 
these funds. The inter®t in cricket may 
thus be a boon for ail sports in the 
country. Unfortunately, the funds allo¬ 
cated for sports by the government 
merely go to pay the salari® of the 
bureaucrats. That is why little is done 
for sports as such. The need of the hour 
is not to complain about more r®ourc® 
in cricket, but to use the resourc® 
intelligently. For years the government 
has foolishly spent on officials rather 
than sports. This must change. 

O Perhaps tiiis discussion is less 
about resourc® and more about govern¬ 
ment inaction. Inteoest in sporting activiti® 
can be created at the school and college 
level through various means. IMent can be 
spotted at a young age and given tiie 
special trainir^ requited for international 


events, 'foday pec^le do not take to ^rorts 
because tiiey do not see a career there. 
Many budding ^rtspersons have to 
leave their game and try inst®d for a job. 
Till this is changed, our gam® wiU retiiain' 
devoid of talait. 

MrE The fact is that at the district 
or regional level, the situation in cricket 
is quite the same as in any other game. 
There are few faciliti® or encourage¬ 
ment for the players. The game is 
dominated by politics and officials. The 
qu®tion of cricket dominating otiier 
gam® do® not arise at all. In every 
sport it is a struggle just to survive. Till 
we change this attitude, there is little 
that sponsorship or money can do. The 
basic thing, therefore, is tiiat we should 
try to decrease official interference and 
develop a r®pect for those who strive in 
different fields. When Indians begin to 
perform well, inter®t will automatically 
be generated, which would lead to 
money and sponsorship. 

Mr A This is quite a fresh idea and 
I am glad that our discussion has 
thrown up so many differeit view¬ 
points. vk started with the assumption 
that cricket has eclipsed oth® sports but 
ended by discovering that making a 
career in any sport, be it cricket or 
anything else, is not very easy. At every 
step there are hurdl®. In the long run, it 
is achievement that matters, whidi can 
only be sustained when talented and 
motivated individuals take centre stage 
in the sports arena and are encourag^ 
by government, people and sponsorers. 
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Model Paragraphs 


"If men are so wicked with religion, 
what would they be without it?" 

—Bmjiimin Franklin 
, The concept of God, through the 
evolution of various religions, cults and 
beliefs, is supposed to work as the 
bulkwork of a social order that is free 
from wickedness of all hues and hypes. 
But, to everybody's chagrin, the world 
remains mired in acts of inhuman 
conduct and banal behaviour that men 
of all tribes and tempers commit, 
despite their avowed faith in religion 
and its vociferous tenants and com- 
ntandments. The question that disturbs 
us all the time is: If with religion men 
are so bad, what would they be if there 
were no religion or God to instil fear in 
their hearts. Really, the world would 
have been a veritable hell of howling 
cries and blood-chilling conflicts, if God 
and Religion had not refrained them 
from playing into the hands of Satan 
and his cronies. Since men are a blend 
of good and bad, virtue and vice, it is 
quite natural that they fall flat before 
temptations. But they are also aware of 
the fact that without the succour and 
support of religion, this world would 
not be a place worth living. 

"Society is created by our wants, 
government by our wickedness." 

—Thomas Paine 
The compulsive need of living in a 
group is ingrained on our conscious 
and sub-conscious mind. The evolution 
of society has been the natural out¬ 
come of our individual needs and 
collective vision and wisdom. It is not 
only our physical requirements that 
compel us to become a part and parcel j 
of society, but also our other obliga- 
(;i^ that require a civilised social 
SO that wcLxemain within decent 
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limits of thought and behaviour. We 
i cannot deny the fact that as human 
j beings, our psyche-cum-personality 
! contains such genes as are wicked, 
j malicious and macabre in perceptions 
] and actions. In order to have a socio- 
1 political order that is conducive to 
I economic, scientific and technological 
development, the establishment of a 
government, no matter what form it 
acquires, is a sine qua non for a healthy 
I and happy life. Wickedness manifests 
itself in crime and crime shows its 
ugly face in so many fearful forms that 
the presence of an effective govern¬ 
ment becomes our all-possessive 
passion and pursuit. If for our needs, 
society is essential, for our wicked¬ 
ness, government is a must. 

"Having on sword keeps the swords 
of others in their sheaths." 

—George Herbert 
In the process of survival, the 
bigger fish has always tried to swal¬ 
low the small one. Among the comity 
of nations and communities, the more 
powerful have always used their brain 
and brawn power to bully the weak 
ones. Civilised or savage, human 
psyche enjoys the thrill of victory and 
the excitement of success, even at cost 
of bloodshed, violence or vulgarity. 
World history is replete with hundreds 
of examples where the possessor of 
superior weapons snatched the rights of 
others and forced them to surrender: 
Once the so-called weak or unarmed 
persons acquire weapons of offence/ 
defence; the aggressor or the most 
adventurist invader becomes cautious 
and discreet for fear of possible re¬ 
prisal. The mere possession or having a 
sword deters die gnedy enemies from 
treading a ruinous padi. Recent history 
tells us that when a sin|^ counby 


possessed the atom bomb, and used it 
on the helpless civilians, it got away 
with victory, no matter how many 
precious lives were perished. The 
moment some more countries acquired 
this deadly weapon, the principle of 
"deterrence" began to work to 
mankind's advantage and relief. 

"Presuming certainties in political 
processes is the profoundest 
mistake in human affairs." 

—Thracymacus 
In the domain of social and 
behaviourial sciences, the moment we 
try to presume certainties or definite 
trends, we find ourselves on a slippery 
slope. Just as human reactions and 
responses vary from person to person, 
similarly, the tone and tenor of political 
processes undergo unforeseen changes 
under the leadership of political mas¬ 
ters and their manipulations. To work 
on certain presumptions is the most 
profound error of judgement that we 
tend to make in political affairs that 
concern one and all. Human behaviour 
is a highly unpredictable and those who 
wield or influence political fortunes are 
often caught in the whirlpool of their 
own faulty fore-sight and presumptu¬ 
ous presumptions. Ail such institutions 
that depend upon the changing mores 
and moods of human beings, seldom 
obey die rules of certainty diat only 
inanimate ol^’ecb project. Human 
beings are not as fixed and final in theik 
approach as we suppose them to be. 
Their perceptions, prejudices and 
proclivities a&Kt all social and poUded 
affairs in varying degrees, as a result of . 
Which no presumptions can be arrived 
at. When such is the volatile state of 
politkal processes, to take things for 
gt«n|^ Or to pronounce the outcome , 
M eei^ty, is die height of My. 
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ne taweaclaiiam of PrasUoM iHinioii 


The year 1998 saw the American presi¬ 
dency touch its lowest point. Caught in alle¬ 
gations of sexual misconduct and subsequently 
lying about it, President Clinton was im¬ 
peached. Though opinion polls showed that 
he had public support, he became the second 
President in history to face this ignominy. 
This feature describes the background and the 
events leading up to impeachment and whether 
it holds any lesson for a society like India, 
where politicians have escaped justice for far 
greater offences. 

T he Clinton Presidency will remain as 
one of the most troubled in US historjc 
Plagued at first with the Whitewater scan¬ 
dal and then controversies in campaign 
funding, the 42nd President of the US had 
emerged a survivor and was elected for a 
second term. He then faced threat from 
another source—his alleged sexual involve¬ 
ment with employees. At first it was Paula 
Jones, whose case was unceremoitiously 
dismissed by the courts. On January 21, 
1998, it was alleged that Clinton not only 
had conducted an affair with a White 
House intern but had lied under oath and 
put pressure on the wonwn to do the same. 
The woman in question was Monica 
Lewinsky, a chubby employee with high 
ambitions. As the drama unfolded, the 
dignity of the office of the US President 
was greatly undermined and Clinton be¬ 
came the subject of lewd jokes around the 
world. 

Pursuing him was independent judge 
Kenneth Starts who spent foiur years and 
over $40 million to investigate Clinton. 
He was ffist appointed to take over an 
ongoing investigation into the Whitewater 
scandal and related matters. His best ef¬ 
forts foiled to implicate the Clintons in 
the Whitewater case and his attention 
turned to the Prendent's personal life, 
what seemed to be a personal vendetta^ 
he relentlessly pursued witnesses to uri' 


cover evidence of some irregularity. 

The American public hated him but 
he went about his purpose with a single- 
minded devotion. He was in luck when he 
met Linda Tripp, another White House 
employee, who had befriended Monica 
Lewinsky and secretly taped her conver¬ 
sations in which she had spoken of her 
affair with the President. As these revela¬ 
tions came out, it became increasingly clear 
that Clinton did indeed have an affair with 
a giri old enough to be his daughter. He 
had then tried to cover up and lied under 
oath and again when he addressed the 
American public on television. His words, 
" I did not have sexual relations with that 
woman, Monica Lewinsky" were splashed 
all over the media and Clinton was made 
to look like a school-boy who had been 
caught stealing. 

Public support 

A T first it seemed he would survive this 
xjLscandal as well. In the November elec¬ 
tions, die Republican Party, which had 
harped on the affom faced electoral losses. 
It looked as if the public had forgiven the 
President and wanted to punish the Re¬ 
publicans. Speaker Newt Gingrich resigned 
and it was felt that the Clinton would not 
be impeached after all. His public opinion 
ratings never dipped during this time. 
There was a feeling that he was a good 
President and should be left alone; that he 
too had a right to his personal life. The 
tide was slowly turning, however. Some 
members felt that he should not go un¬ 
punished, as he had lied under oath and 
obstructed justice. 

rOn Dumber 19,1998, Clinton be- 
ca^ the second Preadent in American 
history to be impeached by the House of 
Representatives. The four articles of im¬ 
peachment were about perjury and ob¬ 
struction of justice. The ffist that he had 


provided "perjurious, false and mislead¬ 
ing testimony to the grand jury". The sec¬ 
ond that he provided false and misleading 
testimony in response to questions. The 
third article said that he "prevented, ob¬ 
structed and impeded the administration 
of justice". Finally, that he gave mislead¬ 
ing sworn statements to written questions. 
Howevec only the first and third articles 
were approved: "Wherefore, William 
Jefferson Clinton, by such conduct, war¬ 
rants impeachment and trial, and removal 
from office and disqualification to hold and 
enjoy any office of honour, trust or profit 
under the United States." He now faced 
trial. 

It was a culmination of events that 
had brought every detail of his relation¬ 
ship out in the open. The ongoing saga 
had brought sex out of the closet and 
society was forced to redefine many defi¬ 
nitions of intimacy and sexual affairs. 
Even a liberal society like tlie United 
States was shown to be prudish when it 
came to the lives of public figures. Ques¬ 
tions were asked whether public figures 
have a right to personal lives, and the 
answer was a resounding no. The saga 
was also a lesson for future politicians: 
that they must keep their lives spotless if 
they are to keep their jobs in future. 

The first impeachment 

T he impeachment has been preceded 
only once in American history. Presi¬ 
dent Nixon had come close but he had 
chosen to resign before the voting took place. 
The first President to have this dubious dis¬ 
tinction was Andrew Johnson. In the 186Qs, 
he was charged that as Vice-President he 
had helped in the assassination of Abraham 
Lincoln and thathe had foffiered an illegiti¬ 
mate son. The Republicans were angry and 
Johnson became the target of widespread 
character destruction. There was much com- 
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mon between the first impeachment and 
Clinton's own experiences. 

On February 24, 1868, Johnson was 
impeached on 11 articles. The trial was a 
big draw. But conviction was saved by one 
vote—that of Senator Edmund Ross, a 
Republican. The drama showed that little 
had really changed in more than 100 years 
of the first impeachment. 

President Clinton faces trial too and 
may still be able to keep his job. To convict 
him, a two-third majority, or 67 votes, is 
required in the Senate. This seems a diffi¬ 
cult target, as there are 55 Republicans in 
the Senate and ail of them do not support 
Clinton's removal. Instead, Clinton may 
well continue to complete his tenure but 
accept a censure by the Senate. A pro¬ 
longed trial would only help Clinton's 
public ratings, with the American public 
getting tired of the long drawn out rev¬ 
elations. It remains to be seen whether 
President Clinton would be remembered 
in history for his misdemeanours or for 
his capability as President. Ultimately, he 
may well be seen as a man who made a 
mistake, admitted it and still remained a 
great President. It is unlikely that he 
would be remembered as a womaniser, 
since past Presidents have been known to 
have these weaknesses. President 
Kennedy's escapades with beautiful 
women have been documented no end, 
and DNA tests confirmed that another 
President, Thomas Jefferson, had sired a 
child with his slave, Sally Hemmings. 

An interesting side-show 

T he impeachment saga was not with¬ 
out its side-show, where politics and 
the media became hunting parties. Any 
scandal was good enough. Larry Flynt, the 
pubUsher of a magazine. Hustler, took out 
an advertisement in a newspaper offering 
$1 million to any woman who could prove 
an affair with a high government official. 
As the impeachment vote was to take place. 
House Speaker designate Bob Livingstone 
aiwounced his resignation, saying tfut he 
too had strayed from his marriage. It ap¬ 
peared that there were few people in US 
who could claim high moral ground in 
judging Clinton. This, probably, accounted 
for the high pubUc approvals that the Presi¬ 


dent had enjoyed since the scandal broke 
open. 

Another drama was to be played out 
in Iraq. In an earlier movie. Wag the Dog, a 
US President had been shown as starting a 
war to avoid a similar fate. In what seemed 
like life following art, the bombing of Iraq 
started just as the impeachment motion 
was to be put to vote. It was alleged that 
President Clinton had ordered the bomb¬ 
ing to escape impeachment. Operation 
Desert Fox was launched to destroy Iraq's 
stockpiles of chemical and biological weap¬ 
ons as Saddam Hussein was not co-oper¬ 
ating with the team of UN weapons 
inspectors. The head of the team, Richard 
Butler, had given a report on December 
15,1998 that Iraq was concealing equip¬ 
ment used to make bioweapons and pre¬ 
venting the inspectors from carrying out 
their job. Though there was wide condem¬ 
nation of the US action, perhaps the US 
was left with no option but to carry out 
the bombings. It had time and again 
warned that military action would be 
taken if the UN mandate was not carried 
out. Not taking action any further would 
have meant discounting the threats and 
allowing Iraq a free hand. 

More moral than others 

E is difficult to say what the impeach- 
ent accomplished. In the end, it was 
easy to paint Clinton as a philanderer. 
Morally, one could argue that it was 
wrong for a President to have an affair. 
But in these times of sexual freedom, how 
far is the moral ground really justified? 
The American public seemed to forgive 
their President, but the political estab¬ 
lishment still expected that elected rep¬ 
resentatives be more moral than others. 
Ultimately, Clinton's saga may well be a 
political witch-hunt and a fight of egos. 
The Starr report does show that the in¬ 
vestigations continued not just in the 
pursuit of justice but of the obsession of 
one man and his shatred for the Presi¬ 
dent. Taken to its logical conclusion, it 
would result in no stable presidency in 
the future! 

The issues raised in the Clinton epi¬ 
sode are really about morality in public life. 
In India, though politicians have indulged 


in such affairs, they are not pursued in the 
way ffiat politicians in the West are. It is 
ironical that ffie liberal society in the West 
is imwilling to forgive its politicians 
whdil^ a more prudjufesodety likepnrs 
is wff 1^ to turn a bht^ltye to ixui^^g- 
ger scandals in ffiis country. It may well be 
a case of misplaced priorities; instead of 
insisting on accountability in pifblic life, 
the political groups in Inffia prefer to at¬ 
tack film theatres and restaurants. That 
could be the reason that the politicians are 
becoming more arrogant and blatantly dis¬ 
regard civil nomts, since they know that 
they cannot be harmed. The impeachment 
in die US could well hold a lesson for In¬ 
dians that trying to change public moral¬ 
ity through censuring films and plays is 
but fboUsh, when the entire political class 
is out to destroy the country, both physi¬ 
cally and morally. 

When the most powerful man in the 
world must be accountable for his actions, 
it is a pity that politicians in India go about 
selUng the country without restraint. The 
Opposition does not seem to be doing its 
job and even the media has been reduced 
to being a mere bystander, merely report¬ 
ing events and not taking up campaigns 
and issues. The Clinton trial shows that a 
democratic society must be willing and 
courageous to censure even those whom 
it holds in hi^rj^rd. There must be 
something wrongiri^ society whoi cases 
of blatant misuse of office in India are dis¬ 
missed by die courts, giving rise to phe¬ 
nomenal corruption in the land. Sexual 
straying, after aU, must be a lesser evil than 
misusing power for personal gain, day in 
and day out, the way that Indian politi¬ 
cians do., .. 

The Clinton trial, thus has a le^n 
for hidia as well. Are we willing to be 
ridden slipshod by those whom.we elect 
ourselves? Or should we have the power 
to censure them and remove them from 
office if they are seen to act in a perfidi¬ 
ous way? The issue is perhaps not moral¬ 
ity or the fact whether Cliston survives 
politically or not, but is much laiger. In¬ 
dians must find a way of dealing with 
errant public figures and enforcing ac¬ 
countability. The society has turned a 
bUnd tye to bad govertmee fpr a long 
time. 
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Business GK 

1. Name the company to have become 
the fust private Internet Service Provider 
in the country, after privatisation by the 
government. 

a) Tatabfosys 
Satyam Infoway 

c) HCL d) VSNL 

2. Name the company that has 
launched an international credit card for 
foreign travellers, through which they can 
spend foreign exchange while abroad. 

a) SBI b) Citibank 

c) SanwaBank •ij^omas Cook 

3. Approximately how many share¬ 
holders does Reliance have? 

a) 1 million 4)r 2 million 

c) 3 million 

d) None of dte above 

4. Which brand uses the punchline, 
"Poweniressing for the next millennium"? 

Heusen b) Raymond's 
c) Levi's d) Arvind 

5. Which brand has the punchline, 
'Triday Dressing"? 

a) Weekender b) Arvind 
^AUen Solly d) Flying Machine 

6. There has beoi a serious downturn 
in the Indian economy in 1998. Which of 
the following industries has managed to 
show a positive trend? 

a) Automobiles 

b) Cement 

c) Infrastructure 
ifjTConsumer durables 

7. Indian banks bear the burden of very 
high Non-Performirig Assets (NPAs). What 
is the estiiiuited value of tiiese NPAs (in Rs 
crores)? 

«) 40,172 .^,653 

c) 49,987 d) 54383 

8. In the 1998 A&M-ORG-MARG stu^ 
vey of top brands in India, which brand 
has b^ rated at the top? 

^^TColgate b) Vicks 

e) lodex d) Titan 

9. Whidi of the flowing brand/com^' 
pany is hot ih (he M of flie SObriinds 
of Iteoouiitiry^intfaeabovesarv^? ' 




a) State Bank of India 

b) Bombay Dyeing. 

c) Nirma dfMaruti 

10. The US has recently banned 40 
Indian organisations that contravene its 
interests, in the light of the country's 
nuclear tests in May, 1998. Which of the 
following company is not in the list? 

a) Gujarat Fertilisers 

b) Kirloskar Brothers 

tfj^D Parry d) Larsen & Toubro 

11. Who is the CEO ofCpca Cola India? 

a) JayadevRaja j>fl)onald Short 

c) S. Rajagopalan d) James Purdy 

12. Which company is the sole India 
licensee of the brand, Pringle of Scotland? 

^iff'Oswal Knit India Ltd 

b) Vardhaman Industries 

c) Raymond's 

d) None of the above 

13. Which Indian company has be¬ 
come Asia's first-ever winner of the 
Denting Prize for quality? 

a) Reliance b) TTLCO 

^ Sundaram Clayton 

d) Hindustan Lever 

14. Which company has introduced a 
credit card wifli an interest rate of 1.99% a 
month, compared to the prevailing rate of 
2.99%? 

a) State Bank of India 

^ American Express 

c) Standard Chartered 

d) ANZGrindlays 

15. Who has been appointed as head 
of the committee to design a rescue pack¬ 
age for Unit Trust of India's mutual fund, 
US-64? 

^'Deepak Patekh 

b) Montek Singh Ahluwalia 

c) Jaswant Singh 

d) Bimaljalan 

16. Which Indian industrialist has 
been awarded The Order of the Sacred 
Treasure, Gold and Silver Star by foe Em¬ 
peror of Japan? 

a) S.P.Godrq 

^AMM Anmadialam 


c) Swaraj Paul d) Nusli Wadia 

17. Which sector has been accorded 
foe status of an export industry by foe 
government and provided with special in¬ 
centives? 

a) Infrastructure b) Automobiles 
^ Tourism d) Power 

18. Which bank has been rated at foe 
top in the 1998 BT-KPMG Peat Marwick 
survey on banks? 

n) Deutsche Bank 
^ Bank of America 

c) Citibank 

d) Global Trust Bank 

19. The best private bank, according 
to above mentioned sur\'ey is: 

a) Timesbank 

b) Syndicate Bank 

c) HDFCBank 

i^nduslnd Bank 

20. In the above survey, which public 
sector bank has been rated the best, with a 
rank of 10? 

a) Indian Bank 

b) State Bank of India 
xrjTCorporation Bank 

d) VijayaBank 

21. The State Bank of India has 
launched a credit card as a joint venture 
with which of the following? 

a) Kotak Mahindra 
/b) GE Capital India 


The Economic Times Awards for 
Corporate Excellence have been 
started in 1998 in five categories. The 
following are the winners: 

1. Business Person of foe year: 
Chandrababu Naidu 

2. Company of the year: Infosys 
Technologies 

3. Emerging Company of foe year: 
Zee Telefilms 

4. Outstanding Corporate Citizen: 
Tata Steel 

5. Lifetime Achievement Award: 
M.S. Oberoi 
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c) Ajnerican Express 
t^lf^one of the above 

22. The After Smoke Mint has been 
introduced by which company? 

^I^estle I)) Bakeman's 

c) Ravaigaon jff Candico 

23. Who is the market leader in the 
credit card business in India? 

u^T^itibank 

b) Standard Chartered 

Grindlays 

d) Mastercard 

24. China received the highest Foreign 
Direct Investment in 1997, amounting to 
$ 45.3 billion. How much did India receive 
in the same period? 

a) $ 25.6 billion h) $ 12.8 billion 
3.2 billion d) $ 1.8 billion 
In the A&M-MARG survey of the 
top marketers in 1998, which company has 
been rated the best in tlie category of con¬ 
sumer durables? 

a) Godrej -bf 'litan 

c) Samsung d) Videocon 

26. In tlie above survey, which com¬ 
pany heads the list of the best marketer in 
the Fast Moving Consumer Goods Cat¬ 
egory (FMCG)? 

a) Procter and Gamble 

b) Johnson and Johnson 
Hindustan Lever 

d) Britannia 

27. What is 'Day Trading'? 

^J^uying and selling the same share 

during a single day 

b) The rule that trading of shares can 
only be done during the day. 

c) Trading that is done between 10 

a.m. to 5 p.m. ' 

d) None of the above 

When was the first Nobel Prize in 
EcOTOTiics given? 

a) 1929 b) 1949 

1969 d) 1979 

29. What are 'Defensive Shares'? 

a) Shares purchased as a defensive 
strategy 

sJipShares which are more stable than 
others, providing a safe return 

f) Shares which cannot be bought or 
sold for some time 

d) None of the above 

30. Arrange the companies in column 
2 with the cars mentioned in column 1 and 
tick the right answer: 
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Column 1 

1. Matiz 


Column 2 
A. Hyundai 


2. Mitsubishi Lancer B. Daewoo 

3. Santro C. Tata 

4. Indica D. Hindustan 

Motors 

a) ABCD b) BADC 

^BDAC d) BACD 

31. The Kar Vivad Samadhan Scheme, 
which is in force now, is applicable till what 
date? 

a) 1 September, 1998 

b) October, 1998 
jifJil December, 1998 

d) 31 March, 1999 

32. What is the level of India's foreign 
debt as on March 31,1998, as per the an¬ 
nual report of the Reser\'e Bank of India? 

94.404 billion 

b) $ 95.895 billion 

c) $ 97.345 billion 

d) $ 98.273 biUion 

33. According to the Trade and Devel¬ 
opment Report of the UNCTAD, the world 
GDP is expected to grow by what per cent 
during 1998? 

a) 1.2% -4^2% c)3.2% d)4.5% 

34. Who was the first person to have 
used the term, 'Third Wnrld' to describe 
poor countries? 

a) EC. Mahalanobis 

b) AmartyaSen 

c) Richard Lipsey 
'rff Frantz Fanon 

35. The 'Green Card' scheme for farm¬ 
ers under which farmers can buy goods on 
credit, has been started by which of the 
following? 

yjkf' Allahabad Bank 

b) NABARD 

c) State Bank of India 

d) CAPART 

36. What is India's debt-service ratio for 
1997-98, according to the RBIAnnii^ Report? 

c 4195% b)212% 

c) 22 .8% d) 26.2% 

37. What is a 'blowout issue'? 

a) a public issue which is a disaster 
a new issue which is subscribed on 
the opening day 

c) a public issue which causes prob¬ 
lems in the stock markets 

d) a new issue which does not get 
adequate subscribers 

38. What is a 'flip-flop' bond? 


a) a bond which is not adequately 
described in its public offering 

iblr'a bond which can be easily con¬ 
verted into another type of debt instru- 
mait and back again 

c) a bond with a mixture of advan¬ 
tages of ordinary shares and debentures 

d) none of the above 

39. Tlie term 'Hindu rate df growth' 
was coined by: 

rt) Jagdish Bhagwati 

b) AmartyaSen 

«)^aj Krishna 

d) Manmohan Singh 

40. Name the two major car compa¬ 
nies which have merged, creating a new 
company? 

a) Volkswagen and Ford 

b) BMW and Peugeot 

c) Chrysler and.Ford 

i^airnler and Chrysler 



ANSWERS 

1. (&) 2. id) 3. ib) 4. (a) 

5. (c) 6. (d) 7. (b) 8. (a) 

9. (d) 10. (c) 11. (b) 12. (a) 

13, (cL. 14..fb) 1.5 

17. (c) 18. ib) 19. id) ,20. (c) 

y. ib) 22. id) 23. (a) 24. (c) 

(g. {b> 26. (c) 27. (a) 28. (c) 

S. (b) 30. (c) _ 31. (c) 32. (a) 

33 ; (b)' ""3Cld) (of ~'36. ia) 

37. ib) 38. ib) 39. (c) 40. (d) 

Your performance 

30-40 correct: excellent 

20-30 correct: good 

Below 19: brush up your business GKl 
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Civil Services 

Programme <?f UPSC faatPinatipns tc be hellln-lgsia 


Exam 

Date of 
notification 

Last date 

Exam date 

1. Civil Services 




(Preliminary) Exam 

2. Civil Services 

12.12,98 

11.1.99 

30.5.99 

(Main) Exam 

3. National Defence 

• 

• 

29.10.99 

Academy and 

Naval Academy 

2.1.99 

1.2.99 

20.6.99 

4. Engineering 

Senrices Exam 

5. Indian Forest 

16.1.99 

15.2.99 

2.7.99 

Service Exam 

6. Special Class 

6.2.99 

8.3.99 

25.7.99 

Railway Apprentices 
Exam 

20.2.99 

22.3.99 

22.8.99 

7. Indian Economic 




Service/indian 
Statistical Service 

20.3.99 

19.4.99 

5.9.99 

B. Combined Defence 
Services 

9. National Defence 

27.3.99 

26.4.99 

19.9.99 

Academy and Naval 
Academy 

24.4.99 

24.5.99 

3.10.99 

10. Geologists Exam 

5.6.99 

2.8.99 

12.12.99 


Computers 

MCA (3 years)/PG Diploma In information Technology (1 
year)—Eligibility; Graduation with maths or statistics for MCA and 
graduation for OGDITM. Written test; February 27-28. 1999. Last 
date; January 31, 1999. Apply to; Regional Engineering CoHege, 
Tiruchlrapalli • 620 015 with a DD for Rs 600 in favour of “Principal, 
Regional Engineering College." 

Engineering/Architectura 

B.e/BJtrch-Bigibility; Class 12 with PCM. Written test; May 
12-13, 1999. Last date; February 6, 1999. Forms available at SBI 
branches, or write to: Chairrr»n REE-99, University of Roorkee, 
Roorkee - 247 667 wltti a DD for Rs 470 In favour of “REE Accounf. 

Films 

Diploma In Communication (1 ytar>f-/^ply to; Marwah Film 
and Video Studio, FC«14/16 Film City; Sector ^6 A, Noida • 201 301 
with a DD for Rs 150. 


Law 

BA, LLB (5-year integrated course)—Bigibility; Class 12 with mini¬ 
mum 50% marks and age below 20 years. Written test: May 2.1999. 
Last date; March 15, 1999. Apply to; National Law School of India 
University. Nagarbhavi. Bangalore - 560 072 with a OD for Rs 200 
payable to NLSUI at Bangalore. 

Management 

1. PG Diploma In Telecom Management (PGDTM)—Eligibility; 
Graduates in science, commerce or engineering with minimum 50% 
marks. Written test: February 28,1999. Last date: February 13,1999. 
Apply to: Symbiosis Institute of Telecom Management, Atur Centre, 
Model Colony, Gokhale Cross Road, Pune - 411 016 with a DD for Rs 
500 payable to "Hon Director, SiTM". 

2. MBA/MCA (for Institutes in MP)—Written test: January 31, 

I 1999. Last date: December 26,1998. Apply to; Professional Exami¬ 
nation Board MP, Chayan Bhavan, Main Road No. 1, Chinar Park 
(East), Bhopal - 462 011 with a DO for Rs 250 for MBA and Rs 150 
for MCA. 

3. Master of Business Economics (MBE)—Eligibility; Gradua¬ 
tion with 55% mari(s. Written test; February 14, 1999. Last date; 
January 22,1999. Apply to; Department of Business Economics, Room 
No. 228, Arts Faculty Building, University of Delhi South Campus, 
Benito Juarez Road, New Delhi - 110 021 with a DD for Rs 400 and 
two self-addressed slips. 

4. PG Diploma in Marketing and Sales/Export Marketing— 
Apply to; Indian Institute of Commerce and Trade. PB No. 9 Avas 
Vites Colony, Lucknow - 226 017 with a DD for Rs 50. 

5. MBA (full time and part time)—Eligibility: Graduation with 
minimum 50% marks. Written test: March 28,1999. Last date: February 

10.1999. Apply to; Manager Publication Bureau, Panjab Universi^, 
Chandigarh - 160 014 with a DO for Rs 180 in favour of Registrar. 
Panjab University, Chandigarh. 

Navy 

B,Sc (Nautical SdenceyMatine Engineering Degree Course—at T.a 
Chanakya, Navi Mumbai and Marine Engineering and Research In¬ 
stitute (MERI), Calcutta - Written test; IIT-JEE to be held on May 8- 

9.1999. Apply to; Directorate General of Shipping, Jahaz Bhawan, 
Wtt Marg, Mumbai - 400 038. 

Social Work 

MA in Social Work/Personnel Management/Heaith Adminis¬ 
tration-Eligibility; For social work: Graduation with 45% marks or 
iaw/medicine/nursing with 50%, and for personnel manegement; gradu¬ 
ation with 50% marks or science/engineering with 55%. Test and 
inten/iew will be held in June, 1999. Last date: February 26,1999 
for Social work and January 29 for MPM&IR. Apply to: Assistant 
Registrar (Academic), Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Post Box 
8313, Oeonar, Mumbai • 400 088 with a DD for Rs 250 in favour of 
“Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai" and a s.a.s.e. with postal 
stamps of Rs 30. 


FEBRUARY 'S9 COMPETITION MASTER Bt7 





• • • r 

DesGrlpdiw ImsOons 

Curbing crimes against Women Indian roads—death traps Animals for medical experiments 

Q. Suggest three effective measures Q. "Indian roads have become Q. Some animal lovers/environ* 
to curb crimes against women in India, death traps." Substantiate the statement mentalists strongly advocate banning 
Say how the steps suggested by you with your views baAed on daily experi* the use of animals for biological experi* 
would be effective or result-oriented. ence, reading and knowledge. ments. Give two arguments in favour 

Ans. But for a few bright patches here Ans. It is a frightful fact that more and two against the proposal, 

and there, women in India continue to persons die on Indian roads than in natu- Arguments in favour of Ae proposition 

suffer insults and ignonunies. The age-old ral calamities. Eva\ in the most advanced 1. Just as two and two make four, and 

macho mentality and male chauvinism countries, where the tempo and speed of there is no ambiguity about this fact, simi- 

needs to be tackled in the first instance be- road transport is much higher and volu- larly, the act of killing an animal, a bird or 

cause it is the male mindset towards minous, the risk of being killed on the road a rodent is not only condemnable but also 

women that is at the root of so many injus- is much less and frequent. The daily graph against the tenets of respect for all life. If 

tices that are meted out to the fair sex. From of accidents or deaths on roads is an indi- the advocates of nature, which includes 

the cradle to the grave, the women are cation enough to put us on the alert and both flora and fauna, are perturbed over 

treated, not only as second-grade human make us sit up to do some serious intro- killing of species, other than human, their 

beings but also subjects—rather slaves—to spection as to how we can make our roads sensibilities and sensitivities should be re- 

carry out the dictates of their male counter- more user-friendly and safe. Besides, all is spected. Unless we learn to practice self¬ 
parts. Unless men shake off their irrational not well as far as the quality and mainte- restraint and avoid killing animals for 
superiority complex vis-a-vis women, at nance of our roads is concerned. pleasure or otherwise, the fragile eco-sys- 

home and elsewhere, the climate of sup- The lackadaisical attitude of both road tern will be further destroyed with no hope 

pression will continue to dwarf their users and transport authorities, towards to revive it or restore its natural glory. To 

growth and hinder their development as traffic rules, is also shocking and shame- dub ail environmentalists or animal lovers 

human beings. ful. Precious human lives being lost as a as eccentrics craving for publicity, is the 

Unless we take serious steps in mat- result of over-crowded buses falling into most uiKharitable remark coming from 

ters of their education and economic em- ravines, canals or rivers; unscrupulous those who do not know what ffiey say. 

powerment, ail talk of curbing violence drivers trying to overtake each other on 2. The argument that all scientific and 

against women would prove futile and bridges; heavy vehicles being driven by biological research or experiments will 

foolish. The need of the hour is that women drunk drivers and cru^ng people sleep- come to nought if animals and ofiier q>e- 

are educated to become self-reliant and ing on foot-paths in our metros—those are cies are not dissected or killed in laborato- ' 

confident and, if need be, assertive and ag- just a few blood curdling instances of how ries and research institutes, is most | 

gressive also. we treat human life with contempt. No misleading. Heavens will not fall if poor 

On the preventive or punitive side, civilised society would ever allow those rabbits, rats, snakes or the species of their 

both the courts and the law enforcing causing accidents to go scot-free under any ilk are not killed in sdrool, college or uni¬ 
agencies are expected to discharge their circumstances. If some sensitive persons vmity laboratories and by fiiepharmaceu- 

duties in such a way that the victims do feel that our roads are death traps they are ticalconq>anies, to determine the effods or 

not feel further harassed and humiliated, not wide off the mark. ill effects (ffth^ medicines. If human be- 

Laws of the land pertaining to dowry About the quality of our roads, the ings are not playthings whom gods use as 

death, and other crimes against women, less said the better. About the quantity sport, the aiiiiiuds too are not a fodder to 

should be enforced without preconcep- or length of our roads, both surfaced and be killed «t will. Hie crifics of the ptdposi- 

tionsand pre-conceived notions. The ben- pot-holed and cratered dirt tracks, the tion shoidd know fiiat iqpst products are 

efit of doubt should not go to the risk of driving is real and nerve-break- already fothunuirket and the cornpujeni, 

perpetrators, but it should strengthen the ing. If we really value human life as other rather fiian tttimala; can give much more 

resolve of those who dare challenge the coimtries do, the'powers that be'will accurate results, 

devilish deeds of those who consider have to wake up from the slumber and Aignmento agaiiist tire proposition 

women not as human beings but some- do something constructive, rather than ■ tNodotwfvioienreagaiiwtaltliiipna 

thing as cheap as a door mat or an object shed crocodile tears over the sorry state of life is depiocaUe, but in entahf si^ 
of sale or auction. of our roads. tions, and for the sake of a better human 
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life, some experiments on animals are as indispensable as feesh air 
for our lungs. To put a curb on such experiments would certainly 
affect die growth of science, particukriy the bio-medicai research 
in die country and that would further h^per the develqiment of 
new dni^ and vaccines. Certainly, no body in his senses would 
like to see human beings dying of serious ailments and animals 
having a field day. Any attempt to ban the use of animals for 
research purposes would not only prove a reactionary step, but 
also a counter-productive one. 

2TAniinal lovers and environmentalists can show their sym¬ 
pathies and susceptibilities towards animals in many ways but 
their opposition to conducting experiments on animals is ill-timed. 
Such matters should be left to the scientists, who know better. No 
responsible scientist will ever kill the animals for the fun of it. 
There is always a serious purpose behind all such acts of 'so- 
called cruelty and violence' against animals and that purpose 
stands out clearly and convincingly once a new drug or medicine 
to control deadly diseases appears in the market. 

Disappearance of transport facilities 

Q. If all mechanised modes of transport disappear from 
the world, what would happen. Give three important conse¬ 
quences if such a thing does happen in future, 

Ans. Today, no aspect of human life is free from the impact 
of transport. If for some inexplicable reason, all mechanised modes 
of transit disappear from the world, die following consequences 
will over-take mankind. 

The most important fall-out of the tragedy will be felt when 
the movement of essentials of life wiU come to a grinding halt. 
The painful picture of some places overflowing with articles of 
food and other daily necessities, on the one side, and many places 
dwarfed or devoid of adequate stocks or supplies for want of 
transport, on the odier, will be a reality. Hunger and starvation 
Willem large over vast areas of the world due to non-availabil¬ 
ity of transport facilities. The chances of food riots culminating 
into civil wars will pose a serious direat to the unity and integrify 
of many a nation ^te. 

Millions of people enqiloyed in various operations of trans¬ 
port industry, whether it is the road transport, air transport or the 
water transport, will lose their jobs. To find ahemate jobs for such 
a vast army of hunum beings, will be an impossible task. Scarcity 
of goods, coupled widt poverty of funds or income, will aggra¬ 
vate the situation beyond our wildest fears. 

The disappearance of aH mechanised modes of transport 
will dso prove a blessing in disguise for the bicycle industry 
all over the world. Demand for bicycle, bullock-carts and other 
vehicles driven by horses, camels and the like will go up tre- 
mendot^y, as a result of which the style of life will undeigo a 
phaidinenal cha^e. The pace pf life will slow down. We will 
go back tp medieval periods. Itade and commerce will also 
si^«( in turn efiectihg.the economy. ^ will not be wrong to 
diaapptjqjcw^ transport will take 

the to m era thatekisti^ 150 years ago and 

before. ; . 
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India 

While perusing through events 
registeied during the months of 
Febiuary in Indian history, the array of 
events which surface into prominence 
include; Mahatma Gandhi observing 
Monday as 'silence day' on February 7, 
1921; setting up of Qiamber of Princes 
by a Royal PnKlamation based on the 
Montagu-Chelmsford report, on 
February 8,1921; on receiving the 
message of Chauri Chaura violence, 
Mahatma Gandhi deciding to suspend 
the Satyagroh on February 8,1922, Bina 
Das firing at Governor Sir Stanley 
Jackson in Convocation at the Calcutta 
University on February 6, 1932; 

Subhash Chandra Bose delivering the 
fifty-first Presidential address of the 
Indian National Congress at Haripura 
on February 19,1938; resignation of 13 
of 15 members of Workiirg Committee 
on the advice of Mahatma Gandhi—'to 
resign if they do not agree with 
Subhash Chandra Bose'—on February 
22,1939; Subhash Chandra Bose 
making first broadcast to the world over 
Azad Hind Radio on February 19, 1942; 
regular warfare 'with handgrenades' 
between Indian Naval Ratings and 
British Soldiers at Bombay on February 
21,1946; starting of first Ceirsus 
enumeration in Ind^endent India on 
February 9,1951; Mira Behn breaking 
her 4-year old silence to say, "Congress 
which followed Gandhiji to attain 
independence, deserted the path of its 
teacher-guide no sooner fiian the 
freedom has been attained", on 
February 12,1952; Atal Behari 
Vhjpayee's unanimous election as 
Prnident of Bharatiya Jan Sangh on 
February 13,1968; issuing of orders by 
Union Government to stop payment of 
'Privy Purses' to former rulers from 
January 1972, on February 11,1972; 
renewd of contact between India and 
China, after 19 years, with the visit of 
External Affairs Minister Atal Behari 


Vajpayee on February 12,1979; 
celebration of 1000th Anniversary of 
installation of Gomateshwar, world's 
highest statue, on February 22, 1981; 
Kerala making singing of National 
Anthem compulsory on February 6, 
1987; P.V. Narasimha Rao's 
becoming the first Prime Minister to 
participate in 'Phone-in Interview' 
by BBC on February 7, 1993; 
President K.R. Narayanan's' 
becoming first President to exercise 
franchise in the Lok Sabha election 
on February 16, 1998. 


Dedicatory 

Charles Dickens, the English 
novelist of the fame of Oliifcr Tkeist 
and Great Expectations, was bom 
on February 7,1812. 

Thomas Alva Edison, known for 
more than 1000 inventions, 
including incandescent electric 
lamp, was bom on February 11, 
1847. 

Lafayetta Benediet Mendel, the US 
Biochemist known for his 
discoveries on the values of Vitamin 
and Protein, was bom on February 
5,1872. 

Sarojini Naidu, the poetess singer 
who was awarded Kaiser-i-Hind 
Gold Medal for her outstanding 
work during the plague epidemic, 
was bom on February 13, 1879 at 
Hyderabad. 

(Sant) Kirpal Singhjl Maharaj, 
of the fame of Radha Swami 
Sect, was born on February 6, 
1894. 


International 

The array of notable eveilts which viece 
witnessed in the world history during 
the months of February include: 
Foundation of the Labour 


Representation Committee (Labour 
Party) in Britain on February 7,1900; 
British Parliament granting 'Right to 
vote' to women aged 30 and over on 
February 6,1918; foundation of Fascist 
Party in Italy by Mussolini on February 
23,1919; Estonia declaring her 
independence from Russia on February 
2, 1920; institutionalisation of Aeroflot 
on February 9, 1923; introduction of 
Traffic lights in England, with one-day 
trial in Wolverhampton, on February 11, 
1928; signing of Balkan Pact by 
Romania, Greece, Yugoslavia and 
Tiukey on February 9, 1934; Karolinc 
Mikkelson becoming first woman to set 
foot on the Antarctica on February 20, 
1935; British Army’s surrender in 
Singapore, to the Japanese on February 
15,1942; Ceylon becoming a self- 
governing Dominion on February 4, 
1948; Romania registering up to 100% 
turn out for the General Election, 
wherein 437 candidates contested for 
the 437 seats on February 3, 1957; 
formation of the United Arab Republic 
by Egypt and Syria on February 1, 
1958; by reaching South Pole, on 
February 12,1961, Dr Albert P. Crary 
becoming first person to visit both the 
poles; jet airliner Boeing 747 Jumbo Jet 
making its maiden flight on February 
9, 1969; Britain changing over to 
decimal currency on February 15,1971; 
pronouncement of judgment in the 
Watergate scandal in USA on February 
* 21,1975; Salman Rushdie tendering 
unqualified apologies for the 'distress' 
caused in view of the publication of 
'Satanic Verses' on February 18,1989; 
South Africa freeing Nelson Mandela, 
the African Nationalist Leader, after 27 
years in jail on February II, 1990; 
Netherlands becoming first country to 
officially sanction mercy killing for the 
Incurable ill on February 10,1993; 
Voyager-1 becoming most distant man¬ 
made object in the universe on 
February 17,1998. 
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Q. 1. What do you understand by the term, "equality 
before law"? What are the exceptions to this rule provided in 
Indian Constitution? Also explain the meaning of the term, 
"equal protection of law". 

Ans. One of the most important features of Indian Constitu¬ 
tion is that it guarantees against unreasonable State action. AU the 
fundamental rights are eidorceable through legal process. One of 
the most important fundamental rights is the equality before law, 
as provided in Article 14 of the Constitution. This Article provides 
that the State shall not deny to any person equality before law or 
equal protection of the taws within Ae territory of India. Equality 
before law implies that no one is above law, and in that sense it 
has somewhat negative connotations, implying absence of any 
special privilege in favour of any individual. It also implies that 
f every Iiidian has equal subjection to the orjlinary law. In other 
words, the term "equality before law" has been derived from the 
famous "Rule of Law" of Dicey. This law means that no man is 
above law' and every person, irrespective of his or her rank or 
status, is subject to ordinary law and amenable to the jurisdiction 
of ordinary court and tribunals. Every citizen has to act within the 
limits laid down by various laws and no special privileges are 
there for officials vis-a-vis ordinary citizeas. 

Just as in case of England, where there ate certain exceptions 
to this rule, Indian Constitution also provides for certain excep¬ 
tions as under; 

(a) The President of India or Governors of the States shall not 
be answerable to any court of law for the exercise and perfor- 
• mance of powers and duties of their offices. Such immunity from 
Kourts is also available to them for any act done in exercise of 
[duties assigned to them under the Constitution. 

[ (b) The President of India or Governors of the States cannot 

1 be proceeded against criminally in any court, during their term of 
i office. 

i (c) Civil proceedings in which relief is claimed against the 
President or Governors of the States, in respect of any act done by 
them in their personal capacity, cannoj be instituted in any court 
of law. Until die expiration of two-month period after the notice 
in writing is delivei^ to the President or the Governor, giving the 
complete name and address of the claimant and the relief claimed 
in the said notice. 

The above exceptions, however, do not include the impeach¬ 
ment proceeding against the President of India and other pro¬ 
ceedings against the Government of India or the Government of 
a State. In addition to the above exceptions, diere are other immu- 

F ties accord^ under the Intematicmal Law in favour of foreign 
vereigns and Ambassadors/High Commissioners. 

The term, "equal protection of law", however, is a more posi¬ 


tive concept implying equality of treatment under equal circum¬ 
stances. In other words, it means that among equals, the law should 
be equal and equally administered, that alike should be treated 
alike. It also means Uiat every citizen has the right to equal treat¬ 
ment under equal circumstances, both in terms of privileges con¬ 
ferred and the liabilities imposed. This principle implies that none 
should be favoured and none should be put to any disadvantage in 
circumstances that do not accept any reasonable justification for a 
different treatment. Hence, it does not mean that everyone should 
be taxed uniformally, but that the persons with similar character 
should be taxed by following the same standards. 

It, however, does not mean that in case there is a reasonable 
basis for classification, no different treatment can be given. Under 
such circumstances, the legislature is entitled to make a different 
treatment. Examples of such cases include, exemption granted 
from tax to certain classes of properties like charities and libraries, 
imposition of different rates of taxes upon different trades, indus¬ 
tries and professions and taxing of real estate and personal prop¬ 
erty and income in a different manner. Hence, the principle of 
equal protection of the laws permits given differentiation in dif¬ 
ferent circumstances. The principle does not take away from the 
State, the power of classifying persons for legitimate purposes. 
Such classification must not be arbitrary but reasonable. 

Q. 2. Explain briefly the ideas of Mahatma Gandhi and 
how these ideas got strengthened during his struggle against 
inequality in South Africa. Also explain how he proceeded to 
implement his ideas, particularly during Champaran 
Satyagraha and Ahmedabad Mills case. 

Ans. After completing his legal education in Britain, Gandhiji 
went to South Africa to practise law. While in Soutft Africa, 
Gandhiji was revolted by the racial injustice, discrimination and 
degradation to which Indians were subjected to in that country. 
Indians settled in South Africa had no right to vote and had to 
register themselves to pay a poll-tax. Indians and blacks were 
confined to certain specific locations and barred from entering 
the white areas. Such locations were congested and fraught with 
insanitary conditions. They were restricted to remain indoors 
after 9.00 P.M. and could not use certain public footpaths. Dur¬ 
ing the period 1893-1914, he led the unequal but heroic struggle 
against the racist authorities of South Africa, which helped him 
form his own ideas, particularly Satyagraha, based on truth and 
non-violence. His definition of a Satyagrahi was that he was 
absolutely peaceful and truthful. He would accept sufferings 
during Satyagraha, but would resist evil, while not hating the 
evildoer. 

Non-violence of satyagrahi would, however, not be coward- 
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ice. A saiyagrahi would be absolutely fearless and would never 
bow down before the evil doer. Only the strong and brave could 
practise salyagraha. Cowardice was preferred even to violence by 
him, as there was no place for the cowards and weak. Hence the 
basic ideas of truth and non-violence as es.sential tools ofsatyagralm, 
not only got evolved during his struggle against discrimination 
in South AMca, but also got strengthened by practice. These ideas 
were not used by him in high sounding speeches, but were inte¬ 
gral part of practice, belief and action by him. 

After his return to India in 1915, Gandhiji spent one year 
travelling in India, understanding Indian conditions and the 
plight of millions of suffering Indians. In 1916, Sabarmati Ashram 
was established by him at Ahmedabad, for teaching the practice 
of truth and non-violence. Gandhiji's first experiment with 
StttyagTttha in India was in Champaran in Bihar in the year 1917. 
The farmers growing indigo in Champaran District were severely 
oppressed by the European planters, who compelled the grow¬ 
ers to grow indigo in at least 3/20th of their land and sell it to 
them at pre-fixed low prices. After having heard of Gandhiji, 
several peasants invited Gandhiji to help them. Gandhiji, 
alongwi^ other leaders, reached Champaran and started in¬ 
quiry into the conditions of the peasantry. He also defied the 
order of British authorities, asking him to leave Champaran, 
undeterred by the threat of imprisonment and trial. Compelled 
by his determination, the authorities appointed a Committee of 
Inquiry on which Gandhiji was also made a member. Finally, the 
disadvantages of the peasants were reduced and Gandhiji won 
his first battle of civil disobedience in India. 

Again, in 1918, Gandhiji had to intervene in a dispute 
between the workers and mill-owners in Ahmedabad. He ad¬ 
vised the workers to go on strike and demand 35 per cent hike 
in their wages. He also asked the workers to be absolutely 
non-violent during this period and himself undertook fast unto 
death to strengthen the resolve of the workers. Pressurised by 
this, the mill-owners relented and agreed for 35 per cent hike 
in the wages of workers, on the fourth-day itself. This was 
Gandhiji's second consecutive win with the satyaf^raha as tool. 
These two instances brought him closer to masses, who now 
identified Gandhiji asa leader who was committed to the cause 
of common masses. In addition to truth and non-violence, 
Hindu-Muslim unity, upliftment of women and fight against 
untouchability were certain other causes espoused by him 
during the nationalist struggle. 

Q. 3. "Development of infrastructure has assumed eno^ 
mous importance in the entire scheme of economic develop¬ 
ment." In the light of above statement, analyse the status of 
communication in India. Which are the areas which need 
special attention? 

Ans. Sustainable economic development needs a well devel¬ 
oped communication system. Pace of socio-economic transforma¬ 
tion of a developing economy would largely depend on the 
development of communication systems. Post and teleconununi- 
cations are tite two major constituents of any communication 
system. 
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India has the distinction of having the largest number o 
post offices in the world. With over 1.50 lakh post offices in th< 
country, India is way ahead of the USA (40,031), China (50,811 
and France (17,099). At an average, an Indian post office ser¬ 
vices an area of 21 sq km and less than 6000 persons, con^arec 
to 5079 Sq km and 15800 persons in South Arabia, 1746 sq kn 
and 3600 persons in Australia, 229 sq km and 6172 persons ir 
the USA, 189 sq km and 21883 persons in China ax^ 62 sq kir 
and 8056 persons in Pakistan. In addition, India is one of tht 
very few countries where all types of mail is delivered at home 
This service is not available in countries like USA, Australia 
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. So far as volume of mail in India is 
considered, it is fourth iargest in the world, with only the USA, 
Japan and France ahead of India. 

Postal savings in India are enormous. One of the biggest saving 
institutions in the country, postal savings operate about 10 crorx 
accounts, with total share of around 45 per cent to the national 
savings. The quantitative parameters of Ae post in India are reg¬ 
istering constant growth and during the Eighth Five Year Plan, ii 
t(X)k a quantum jump in terms of handling the volume of mail, 
increasing the volume of postal savings and opening up of new 
post offices. 

Telecommunications is the second important constituent ol 
a good communication system. The importance of modem and 
efficient teleconununication system cannot be over-emphasised 
In addition to improving the quality of life of the citizens, a well 
developed telecommunication system also helps in bringing ef¬ 
ficiency in all the sectors, thereby contributing immensely to the 
economic development of the country. The development of tele¬ 
communications in India, till recently, was termed as modest. 
Upto the year 1988, India had one of the lowest telephone den¬ 
sities when 0.52 telephones were available for 100 persons, while 
in developed countries, this was 45 to 50 telephones for every 
100 persons at that point of time. The density of telephones per 
100 persons was less than that in China, Pakistan, Iran, Brazil, 
Egypt, etc. But after 1988, telecommunications in India witnessed 
drastic changes, both quantitatively as well as qualitatively. 
Moreover, total size of the network has emerged to be among 
the largest in the world. Today, India has one of the fastest grow¬ 
ing telecommunication system in the world. New technologies 
have been adopted, nuinber of coruiections is rapidly increas¬ 
ing, density of telephones has increased rapidly and new tech¬ 
niques like e-mail, fax, internet and cellular services have 
revolutionised the telecommunications in India, bringing it at 
par with many developed countries. 

Modernisation of both these areas of communications is es¬ 
sential. So far as post is considered^ mechanised handling of mail 
is one area which can bring in discernible qu^tative improve¬ 
ment. The system being followed in India is virtually primitive. 
So far as telecommunication is concerned, till recenUy very low 
priority was accorded to it in plans. The share of tqt^Lihvestment 
in this sector has been less than 5 per cent, which qe^s to be 
stepped up, as rightly pcc^iosed in dte Ninth Plan. RajHd induc¬ 
tion of private, aid foreign capital would result j|D.,%CKienusing 
the communication sector as a wltole. ’• 
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Quamnadve Apiiiiide 

Mhnt Bengal Clerksbiii Exam, Novemlier, 1998 


1. The sum of three consecutive integers is 192. Tlie least 
of the numbers is: 

{«) 65 (b) 64 (c) 63 (d) 62 

2. In an examination of 80 students 48 passed in English, 
40 passed in Bengali and 16 failed in both. The number of students 
who passed in both English and Bengali: 

(a) 20 (b) 24 (c) 30 (d) 32 

3. The number nearest to 1000 and divisible by 54,72 and 
126 is: 

(a) 9072 (h) 9828 (c) 9576 (d) 10584 

4. The sum of two numbers is 5 times their difference. The 
greater of the numbers is 36. The other is: 

(a) 20 (b) 22 (c) 24 (d) 28 

5. The least possible number that leaves the same 
remainder 7 when divided by 36, 48 and 72 is: 

(a) 151 (b) 295 (c) 137 (d) 281 

6. A and B together can do a piece of work in 10 days; B 
and C in 15 days; C and A in 20 days. A alone can do the work 
in: 

(a) 20 days (b) 24 days 

(c) 60 days (d) 120 days 

7. A mixture of 40 litres contains wine and water in the 
ratio 5 :3. How much water should be added to the mixture so 
that the ratio becomes 5 : 4? 

(a) 4 litres {b) 5 litres 

(c) 10 litres (d) 15 litres 

8. When 40% of a number is subtracted from 105, the result 
is the number itself. The number is: 

(a) 70 (b) 80 (c) 75 (d) 90 

9. The sum of the greatest and the least among the numbers 

5 ' 5 ' 

(a) 1 (b) 2.4 (c) 2.2 (d) 2.3 

10. The simplified value of 

0.1 X 0.1 + 0.01 x0.01 + 0.001 X 0.001 is: 

(a) .000003 (h) .010101 

(c) .000001 (d) .000111 

11. If 25 men, working 8 hours a day, earn Rs 850, then 40 

men working 6 hours a day will earn: 

(a) Rs 1020 (b) R§ 980 (c) Rs 1090 (d) Rs 940 

12. A stick of length 92 cm is broken into three pieces in the 
ratio 4:5:7. The length of the smallest part is: 

(a) 21 cm (b) 23 cm (c) 24 cm (d) 28 cm 

13. 361 X 359 = 

(a) 129499 (b) 129599 (c) 128499 (d) 128599 
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14. The total number of perfect square number lying 
between 200 and 2000 is: 

(a) 28 (b) 29 (c) 30 (d) 31 

15. In an election contested by two candidates the winner 
gets 60% of votes and wins by 24 votes. The total number of 
votes polled in the election was: 

(a) 240 (&) 180 (c) 150 (d) 120 

16. By selling an article at Rs 119, a man loses 15%. If he 
would sell it at Rs 154, his percentage gain will be: 

(a) 8 % (b) 9% (c) 10% (d) 11% 

17. The ratio of the principal and the amount of interest per 
annum is 14 :1. The rate of interest p.a. is: 

(a) 8 -|% (b) 14% (c) 7y% (d) 6 % 

18. The greatest among the numbers 

O') Vs, 00 y- («0 2.24, (iv) ^ is: 

(a) 0) (b) m (c) (»0 id) (iv) 

19. The average height of 25 students in a class is 162 cm. 
The average becomes 161 cm when a new student is admitted in 
the class. The height of the new student is {in cm): 

(a) 160 (b) 137 (c) 136 (d) 140 

20. A man paid 8 % of his income in insurance and 12% in 
rent. His rent payment was Rs 960. His payment for the insurance 
is: 

(a) Rs 800 (b) Rs 760 (c) Rs 640 (d) Rs 680 

21. The sides of a triangle arc in the ratio 2:3:4 and its 
perimeter is 36 cm. The greatest side of the triangle is: 

(a) 8 cm (b) 16 cm (c) 12 cm (d) 18 cm 

22. Equal sums of money were lent to two persons at 16% 
simple interest p.a. for a period of 3 years and 5 years respectively. 
If the difference in interest paid by them was Rs 960, die sum lent 
to each of them is: 

(a) Rs 6300 (b) Rs 4200 

(c) Rs 5000 (d) Rs 3000 

23. Each student of a class donated as many 50 paise coins 
as there were students in the class to a relief fund. The total 
amount thus raised is Rs 1058. The number of students in the 

^lacC 1C* * 

(a) 23 (b) 32 (c) 40 (d) 46 

24. If the cost price of 12 roses be the same as die selling 
price of 8 roses, the profit as per cent will be: 

(a) 25 (b) 33^ (c) 66 | (d) 20 

25. The greatest of the numbers 9 * j 5 
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Q. Give some arguments for and 
jgainst ceiling of land holdings. 

Ans. Ceiling on hind nf-rs to the fixation 

f tlic maximum size of a holding’s that an alvii- 
te adtivator may hold. The National Com- 
ission on Agriculture had obsi'ieed that mu7/ 
measure is needed for tai Uin\; the acute oeei- 
assure on land 
^uments I'lir ceiling 

(1) Reduction in unequal distribu* 
bn of land: The loremost fa\ our tor ceil- 
l|; ot Lind holding got inoinentiini .i-- if 
■Ips to rediKO llie ^kened distrihutioii ol 
Jd. 

(2) Scope fur raising productivity. 
' feeling ot (A\ner>.hip i>i Kind iinii'iig 
peasantry would add moii' to agrieul- 
al output. In tact, there is gri'ater iiKen- 
js to improve the prodiictiv ity ot land 
^ fy have m* fear tit exploitation by the 
If lords. 

(3) Incentive to co-operative farm- 
Ceiling ot land opens the way tor co- 
tative farming. In turn, co-tiperative 
‘ ting provides facilities tor subsidiary 
patioirs. It also promotes the better use 
irm inputs, easy cretlit facilities and 
sne il amenities. 

of f (4) Increase in cultivated area; When 
oor come to acquire land, they would 
H’ir best to bring unused or surplus 
Rs under cultivation. This would result 
! extension of the cultivated area and 
lation of employment. 
fj5) Consolidation of Land Holdings: 
5 : Bknsolidation of holdings has opened 
, I'enue for the adoption of high yield- 

mg variety of seeds. 

(6) The ceiling of land paves the way 
for the achievement of socialistic pattern of 
society and a congenial social atmosphere. 
Arguments A$amt ceiling of land 
holdings 

(1) UnecoBoinic holding: The redis¬ 
tribution of land in tiny cultivators and 


I tenants would result in uneiiinomic hold¬ 
ings which from productivity point of view 
' would not be viable imits. Thus, break up 
of large holdings into small means less 
efficiency. 

(2) Reduction of Rural Income, (.'cit¬ 
ing means limiting ruriil income. L'nitor- 
mit\ ot treatment demands that leilings m 
urban incomes should alM> be imposed. It 
It is not done, it will UmJ to disparity be¬ 
tween rural and urban income. Hie result 
will be comf'lele inequalitv ot iiuuine 

1 1) Reduction ot Marketable Sur¬ 
plus: It IS le.ired tli.it teiling vumid lediue 
the marketable suiphis ot agiicultural 
l^ividik N since it is the bigger larmer-. w'ht) 
-■ell on laige proportion ot their toodgram 
output. Thus, there could be aiute short¬ 
age ot raw' material in the long run. 

(4) No Solution to Poverty: (..ritics 
point out that it is unfair to sol\ e the prob- 

i lem ot rural poverty by exercising redis- 
; tribution ot land in a country where land 
I is in fixed supply and lands diller in ter- 

(5) Discrimination: Ceiling ot land 
, holding discriminates between the agricul¬ 
tural and industrial sex'tors. Malatide trans¬ 
fers have often laid many ohsKides for the 
smooth enactment ot varum.- iegislations 
ot ceiling. Any kind of discrimination has 

, civatc'd a conflict betwevn {.loor tenants and 
big landlords. 

Q. What are the main objectives of 
' export promotion? What have been the 
I causes for slow growth of Export Pro- 
! motion in India? 

Ans. The main objectives of Export 
Promotion are: 

(a) Self Reliance: this could be pos¬ 
sible only if exports exceed imports. 

{b) To curb deficits of foreign trade: 
Export promotion is said to be ni'cessary 
not only to curb deheits in foreign trade 


but also to help in repayment of export 
earnings. 

(c) Accelerate Economic Growth: 

T his is another major objective ot export 
promotion i.e. acceleration of economic 
growth which in turn impnn es standard 
of h\ ing. 

The growth ot Indian exports since tlie 
planning era has been, tm the whole, quite 
unsatisfactory. Exports were stagnant dur¬ 
ing the first decade ot planning and started 
nioNir.g up only during the Third Plan. Ihe 
mam iva-ons tor llw slow growth have 
been enumerated iis. 

(ill (.onditions of near stagnation in 
agru'ultural produitioii till l%.Vh(>. 

(' I I >eclinc ot exportable surpluses of 
primary products and row materials on 
account of rising domestic demands 
in the case of some minerals and oil seeds 
e*c. 

(c) Inllatjonary pressures in the 
economy adversch aflecting the cost aitd 
competitiveness ol our manufactured 
girods. 

(i/) Increasing competition from other 
countries in world markets, as in the case 
ot cotton textiles, tea, jute, minerals etc, 

[c) Lack of growth in the world de¬ 
mand for some of our traditional export 
items, which rosulted in a declining trend 
in w orld prices ot these products. 

(J) Taritt and Trade policies of many of 
the industrially advanced countries which 
created barriers to the import of goods from 
de\ eloping countries. 

If) Slow industrialization is also a 
cause —since the manufacturo of new iteias 
roquires a gestation period during which 
no exportable surpluses arise. { 

ill) Greater emphasis on import sub- ) 
stitution also resulted in the neglect ot oiu j 
exports. Many policy-makers thought that I 
import substitution would be sufficient to I 
meet the requirements of economic devel- j 

I 
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I opment and keep the balance of payments 
j on the right side. 

i (/) There has been no vigorous export 
i policy. The programme for exports was 
; never regarded as an mtegral part of the 
! country's development efforts, 
i (/) Lack of diversification in our ex- 
! ports also hampered growth of exports. Till 
j a few years ago, nearly one half of India's 
i exports consisted of only three staple 
I items—tea, cotton textiles and jute—which 
arc subject to severe fiscal and quantita- 
I five restrictions abroad and competition 
j from other countries, 
i {k) High freight charges, inadequacy 
j and aKsence of sailings to certain ports, in¬ 
adequate port facilities in India and fre¬ 
quent labour unrest in the ports have also 
hampered India's exports. 

Q. Some people point out that In¬ 
dia is not 'overpopulated' while others 
have always presented the dangers of 
'overpopulation' in India. Give the ar¬ 
guments of both the sides. 

Ans. Some economists have pointed 
out that India is a store of plenty of natural 
resources like minerals, water and forest 
sources. They say that it would be wrong 
to point out India is overpopulated. They 
argue that; 

(1) India possesses plenty of natural 
resources and a proper utilisation of re¬ 
sources can properly feed the entire popu¬ 
lation. 

(2) The per capita income in India has 
been increasing over the years; this, accord¬ 
ing to the economists points to the fact that 

I India is not overpopulated. 

(3) The density of population in India 
is low as compart to other countries of 
the world. For example, in 1991, the den¬ 
sity of population in India was 267 per sq 
km, whereas in Germany it was 264 per sq 
km and in Japan 316. 

(4) There exists a wide shortage of 
labourers in the country. Farmers have to 
face the shortage of labourers during the 
harvesting and sowing season. 

(5) The agricultural production in the 
country has increased more than the in¬ 
crease in populationc.g. the growth rate of 
population during 1981-91 was 2.1% 
whereas the growth rate of agricultural 
production was more than 3.6%. 
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There are economists who have 
pointed out that India is indeed overpopu¬ 
lated. They argue that: (a) The increase in 
agricultural production has been inad¬ 
equate in comparison to the growth rate in 
population. During the period 1920-21 to 
1939-40, when the population increased by 
0.83 per cent, the agricultural production 
decreased by 0.97 per cent. It is only dur¬ 
ing the past four decades that the annual 
average increase in agricultural production 
(3.52) was higher than the annual average 
increase in population (2.2 per cent). In 
between there were crop failures, scarci¬ 
ties, rise in the prices of foodgrains. The 
ftxid situation has, therefore, improved 
marginally only recently. The government 
has now reduced food import but there is 
no guarantee how long this situation would 
j last. 

(b) In India, the standard of living 
of general masses is still very poor. Wide¬ 
spread poverty gets reflected in the con¬ 
sumption pattern of the majority of the 
population in India which subsists on 
poor and inadequate diet and maintain 
a very low consumption of energy. 

(c) In India, the problem of unemploy¬ 
ment has not been solved—rather, one can¬ 
not see any solution to the problem. The 
new employment opportunities are not 
increasing at a higher rate. 

A number of people have, therefore, 
felt that the arguments that point to India's 
overpopulation seem to overshadow those 
offered in defence of India's position. 

Q. What do you understand by the 
term 'Public Debt'? Explain in terms of 
its meaning, magnitude and features. 

Ans. Among the non-tax sources of 
government's income, loans, designated as 
"Public debt", constitute an important part. 
The use of this source of finance has been 
quite extensive in the country. 

As a source of revenue, "public debt" 
represents the government's borrowing 
from the public. If it is confined within the 
country it is called internal debt. If it is 
arranged from foreign countries, it is ex¬ 
ternal debt. Total public debt of a country 
comprises both. It differs from tax revenue. 
Unlike tax, it is not compulsory. Lenders 
are free to lend or not. Nor is it like deficit 
financing which involves creation of new 



money. Public debt, like tax, withdraws 
funds from the people's income. It differs 
from private debt, which is a debt between 
separate individuals/economic units. In¬ 
ternal public debt, say of India, is owned 
by Indians to Indians. Its repayment does 
not involve any material loss to the people, 
although there may be some undesirable 
distribution effects. Unlike private debt, 
which must be repaid (otherwise the abil¬ 
ity of the individual/cconomic unit to 
borrow more will be impaired), public debt 
need not be repaid/retired for this reason. 
F,xtcrnal public debt is like private debt 
which must be repaid, and involves mate¬ 
rial loss to the debtor country. 

The developments in respect of the 
public debt can be well taken up in terms 
of its main features which throw light on 
its various dimensions. One is that the size 
of the public debt has been on the increase, 
which has been both continuous and large. 
Tiiki, Internal debt consti tuted a laiger pro¬ 
portion of total public debt in the First and 
Second Plans, the position was reversed in 
the Third Plan and the Annual Plans (1966- 
69), when external loans contributed a large 
proportion to the total borrowing. The 
original, more important relative position 
of the internal borrowing was restored in 
the Fourth and Fifth Plans, indicating a 
movement towards self-reliance. This con¬ 
tinued in the Sixth, Seventh and the Eighth 
Plans. Three, of the different constituents 
of the internal public debt, loans from the 
public and market borrowings form a sig¬ 
nificant proportion, four, small savings loo 
became sizeable with the passage of time, 
and, therefore, its share in the total public 
debt. Five, the external assistance rose 
sharply in absolute terms, although as a 
proportion of the total it was not so at least 
in the later preriod of the planning era. Six, 
mostly the public debt has been incurred 
to meet plan-needs, largely for develop¬ 
ment purposes. Seven, a recent unhealfiiy 
feature of the debt picture is that a signifi¬ 
cant part of it has been incurred for meet¬ 
ing such non-development expenditure as 
interest payments, subsidies, payments to 
civil employees etc. 

India's public debt of the Centre and 
the States together is at present enormous 
at more than Rs 6 lakh crotes. This marks 
a massive increase by about 200 times over 





I 

I the debt in 1950-51 at just over 3 thousand 
} crores. Of the total debt, the internal debt 
I constitutes over 90 per cent and external 
j debt under 10 per cent. 

i 

Q. The Human Development Re¬ 
port 1998 uses the human development 
perspective to focus on the different 
ways in which consumption of goods 
, and services affects people's lives. Ex- 
‘ plain. 

Ans. Consumption of goods and ser¬ 
vices is a constant activity in daily life— 
' yet it is not the ultimate end of the lives 
that people lead. We consume for a pur- 
, pose, or for various purposes simulta¬ 
neously. Thus, we cannot understand the 
: role of consumption in human lives with¬ 
out some understanding of the ends that 
are pursued through consumption activi¬ 
ties. 

The human development perspec- 
' live focuses on many different ways in 
which consumption of goods and ser¬ 
vices affects people's lives. I'rom such a 
perspective, consumption is a means to 
human development. Its significance lies 
in enlarging people's capabilities to live 
long and to live well. Consumption 
opens opportunities without which a 
person would be left in human poverty. 
For instance, food, shelter, water, sanita¬ 
tion, medical care and clothing are nec¬ 
essary for leading a long and healthy life. 
Schooling and access to information 
through books, radio, newspapers—and, 

.• increasingly, electronic networks—are 
necessary to acquire language, literacy, 

, numeracy and up-to-date information. 

: Transport and energy are critical inputs 
' to all these things and virtually all other 
I human activity. 

; Consumption is also a means of par¬ 
ticipating in the life of a community, for 
' goods are the words of a social lahguage. 

’ From the human development per- 
; spective, consideration is not limited to 
material consumption by individuals us¬ 
ing their personal incomes; this approach 
> would capture only a fraction of the goods 
: and services that contribute to human 
j development. Equally important in the life 
of a community are many collective and 
non-material goods and services supplied 
, through public provbioning, such as so¬ 


cial security, health care, education and 
transport. The human development ap¬ 
proach goes further still, embracing con¬ 
sumption that lies outside the monetized 
economy: goods and services supplied 
through unpaid work—especially by 
women—and those supplied from the 
natural resources of the environmental 
commons. When all these are taken into 
account, a far broader perspective is gained 
of a community's consumption levels and 
patterns. 

Consumption clearly contributes to 
human development when it enlarges the 
capabilities of people without adversely 
affecting the well-being of others, when it 
is as fair to future generations, as to the 
present ones, when it respects the carrying 
capacity of tlie planet and when it encour¬ 
ages the emergence of lively and creative 
communities. 

Q. What were the causes respon¬ 
sible for the liberalisation process 
carried out in India? What have been 
the failures of the liberalisation pro¬ 
cess? 

Ans. Liberalisation implies a 
programme of changes in the direction 
of moving towards a free market 
economy. This normally includes the re¬ 
duction of direct controls on both inter¬ 
nal and international transactic^ and a 
shift towards relying on the price mecha¬ 
nism tq/ro-ordinate economic activities. 
In suetTa programme less use is made of 
licences, permits and price controls, and 
there is more reliance on prices to clear 
markets. It also involves a shift away 
from exchange controls and multiple 
exchange rates, towards a convertible 
currency. 

In htdia, die liberalisation process was 
initiated because of three major reasons: 

(1) The Fiscal Imbalance: The fiscal 
crisis during the 1980s and early 1990s was 
basically a result of the growing burden of 
non-development expenditure. There was 
a deficit on all fronts—-budgetary deficit, 
revenue deficit, monetised deficit, gross 
fiscal deficit. 'This situation made burden 
of servicing the debt onerous. Interest pay¬ 
ments, for example, which were only 2 per 
cent of GDP and 10 per cent of total Cen¬ 
tral government expenditure in 1980-81, 
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jumped to 4 per cent of GDP and 20 per 
cent of total Central government expendi¬ 
ture in 1990-91, In short, interest payment 
was to the tune of 36.4 per cent of the total 
revenue collection of the Central govern¬ 
ment in 1990-91. 

(2) Adverse Balance of Payment 
situation: The balance of payments situ¬ 
ation was precarious in 1991. The cur¬ 
rent deficit rose from $ 2.3 billion in 
1980-81 to $ 4.9 billion in 1985-86 and $ 
9.7 billion in 1990-91. The situation of 
balance of payment was on the brink of 
disaster as the level of foreign exchange 
reserves dropped to levels which was 
sufficient to finance imports just for ten 
days. 

(3) Inflationary Pressures: The infla¬ 
tionary pressures were alarming. The rate 
of inflation rose to 10.3 per cent per 
annum in 1990-91, while in terms of the 
consumer price index it was 11.2 per cent 
per annum. 

Inspite of being carried out for the past 
seven-eight years, there have been a few 
problems associated with the liberalisation 
process. These are: 

(1) Failure to cope with inflation: 
This has been the most serious criticism 
levelled against new economic reforms is 
that they have totally failed to control in¬ 
flation. 

(2) No control over Fiscal Deficit: 
Despite many effects, the fiscal deficit has 
not been controlled. The government has 
always aimed to bring down the fiscal 
deficit to about five per cent of GDP but 
has been unsuccessful so far. The aim to 
ban loan waivers, cut on subsidies and 
tighten expenditures has not been 
achieved. 

3. Retrenchment of Workers: There 
has been large-scale retrenchment of work¬ 
ers from the public sector companies, re¬ 
sulting in increase in unemployment. 

4. Lack of proper co-ordination: Of¬ 
ten, the schemes or plans are thwarted by 
bureaucracy. There are a lot of bottlenecks 
in the reform process. 

Inspite of the criticism levelled agaiast 
the reform process, ^e fact is that the prob¬ 
lem has not been with just the reform pro¬ 
cess but the lack of efficiency in 
implementation and lack of productive use 
of the loans taken. 


FEBFIUARY *99 COMPETITION MASTER 811 




1. apprehend: {a) notify 

(b) arrest (c) specify (</) verify. 

2. buffet: (a) beat {b) 
borrow (c) bcR (</) begin, 

3. copy-cat: {a) original 
(b) genuine (c) swpertor (d) 
imitative. 

4. decrepit: (a) aggressive 
{b) humble (c) shaky (d) 
interesting. 

5. effete; {a) weak (6) 
effective (c) curable (d) 
insincere. 

6. fuddy-duddy: (a) 
modem (h) high-handed (c) old- 
fashioned (d) despotic. 

7- groggy: (fl) sleepy (b) 
alert (c) sensible (d) attentive. 

8. hoi-poiloi: (n) the gentrv 
(b) the invitees (c) the underdog.s 
(d) the mass«»i. 

9. inchoate: (a) tasteless (b) 
worthless (c) ever ready (d) 
under-developed. 

10. jazzy: («) orthodov (b) 
showy (c) dull (d) cheap. 

. 11. kerkuffle: ( 0 ) silence (h) 
excitement (c) consolation (d) 
anogance. 


12. limpid: ( 0 ) doubtful 
(h) humble (c) clear (d) .spoilt. 

1.1. mftien (a) madness ih) 
devotion (r) favour (d) 
professitm. 

14. nadir (ii) lowest point 

(b) summit (c) interval (d) 
unnecessary interference 

1.*!. obmutesccnce; ( 0 ) clear 
outlook (b) obstinate silence (c) 
rude behaviour (d) ugly scene. 

Ki. penny-pinch: (a)be<xime 
wi.se (h) become rude (c) become 
proud (d) become miser. 

17. quintessence: ( 0 ) gain¬ 
ful employment {!>) futile effort 

(c) essential part (d) current- 
coin. 

18. rumbustious: (01 
gloomy (/'I cheerful (<) desperate 

(d) narrow. 

19. sobriquet: ( 0 ) nick¬ 
name (b) ill-will (f) willing 
cooperation (d) narrow- 
escape. 

20. unctuous: ( 0 ) insin¬ 
cerely earnest (b) regularly late 
(c) arrogantly assertive (d) 
wonderfully happy. 


ANSWERS 

1 . apprehend: (b) arrest. 
—When the criminals 

mingle with the crowd, it 
becomes difficult to npprehend 
them. 

2. (<*) heat. 

—The image of the 

government stands buffeted and 
plummeted as .i result of 
demanding allies and internal 


wranglings. 

3. copy-cat; (d) imitative, 
copying. 

—Economically Pakistan 
began to sink dramatically since 
conducting co/y-cal nuclear tests 
in May last. 

4. decrepit: (e) shaky, 
unstable. 

—Our democracy looks 
fragile and decrepit hxlay onl\ 
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because we have demolished 
the institutions that sustained 

It. 

■' effete: M) vve.ik, cx- 
haiislcd 

The urKin working ilass 
that gave rise to the soci.ilist 
movement is now effete 

h fuddy-duddy: li 1 1 'id- 

tashioned. 

• Respect and fear which 
set the tone in exchanges 
between the previous 
gener.itions are now fiiddu-diiddu 
sentiments. 

7. groggy: (il) sleopv, 
unsteadv 

-•rhe lUark ol Hu left her 
fei ling vrrv ■.’icy;’'/ 

hoi-polloi:! J.Mhenia'-ies 
the coni-non peopli' 

- -The !uu pelli'i are 
generally taken in by the 
pompous promises of political 
parties 

9. inchoate: (d) under¬ 
developed, not fuliv formed. 

— The n^ehoiite puture ot 
Indian literature offers both 
enormous freedom and 
frightening re.sponsibilities. 

10. jazzy: (h) showy, 

—The canvas of her writing 

was large but the shades were 
not very jazzu. 

11. kerkuffle: (h) excite¬ 
ment, noise. 

—I could not make out 
what all the kerkuffle ws), (about). 

12. limpid: (c) clear, 
transparent. 

—In the pitch-dark nf the 
forest, the hunter could see the 


limpid eves of his prev. 

n. metier; (d) protessiim, 
vocation 

-At ''h.mtiniketan, thi' 
aspiring p.unter found h(>th his 
metier .ind nienlor. 

14, nadir: ( 0 ) lowest point, 
despair. 

—Morality in politics has 
reached ils irdir m our national 
life. 

18. obmutescence: 
obstinate silence. 

— Inscriptions provide a 
wonderful mellu'dologv for 
unravelling the olmiiile-'eeiiee (>l 
a remote era 

!h pcnnv-pinch:|/()bco'me 
miser 

-VVe spvm! a li'l on setting 
up new t.u ililies and then peuiiii 
f'liieli when it comes to using 
these facilities 

17. quintessence; (c) 
essential part 

—Her latest book captures 
the ijunile«eiKe of Hinduism. 

18. rumbustious: (!’) 
cheerful, bi'isterous. 

—I have never found him 
.so rumhusliimi as today. 

19. sobriquet: ( 0 ) nick¬ 
name, assumed name. 

—In India one can come 
across a whole tribe of the 
human hybrid that has 
monopolised 4he nohri^iiet ot 
secularism. 

20. unctuous; In) insincerely 
earnest or flattering. 

—While welcoming the 
chief guest, the host spoke in 
uncitum tones. 
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The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was signed 50 years ago, on December 10, 
1948, recognizing the inherent dignity of humans. Bom out the horrendous crimes committed 
against humanity during the Second World War, it promised that modem States would protect 
human rights by law, leading to freedom from fear and want. It is indeed one of the great ideas 
of the twentieth century 

Though many countries promise to abide by the Declaration and enshrine human rights 
in their Constitutions, abuses do take place. The US has emerged as a defender of human rights 
across the world, often earning the ire of countries which are targeted. Our cover story this 
month looks at the emergence of human rights, the situation in India, and how international 
trade is linked to this sensitive topic these days. It is essential to understand the concept and 
the underlying principle of human rights and why it is so important to defend them. 


T he idea of human rights is not new. The philosophy that 
everyman has a ri^t to dignity is embodied in Ae US 
Declaration of Independence published in 1776. During 
the 19th century the doctrine of individual ri^ts antecedent to 
the powers of the State was severely criticised. 

Then came World War 11 when die State brutally 
murdered its citizens for no crime but that of 
belonging to a particular community. This was 
the worst violation of human rights that the 
world would see, and was the basis of the 
Universal Declaradon of Human Rights. 

The principles of human rights were drawn 
up as a way of. ensuring that the dignity of ev- 
i^ryone is pzoperiy and equally respected, and to 
ensure th^ahuman being would able to fully 

Jevelop and use human qualities such as inteh 
I'gence, tsdeni arnl cqttRdanoe and satte^ 
bersp}ritfod^an4'0|liff^^^ 

The daoKfostrates that human 

beings oBitf'» is not 

^nly an iisdh'hfeid but «q»art of our cpmoitm humanity. , 


The existence of 
human rights 
demonstrates that 
human beings are 
aware of each 
other s worth. 


Many countries, including India, have cited the Declaration 
or included its provisions in their basic laws or constitutions. 
Many human rights covenants, conventions and treaties, con¬ 
cluded since 19^, have been built on its principles. It was one 
event—the Second World War—that prompted the 
victors to try to assemble a forum, firstly to deal 
widi some of the War's consequences, as also to 
he^ provide a way to prevent such appalling 
events in the future. This forum was the United 
Nations. 

The founders of the United Nations re¬ 
sponded to the honors of the Second World War 
by emphasizing human rights in the 
organization's Chiiiter, signed on June 26, 1945. 
It states fiiat the main objective of the new orga¬ 
nization is 'to save succeeding generatirms from 
the scourge of war' and 'to reaffirm faith in 
fundamental human rights'. Article 1 of the 
CWter states that one of the aims of foe United Nations is to 
iMfoieve international oo-<^)eration in 'promoting and encdurag- 
mg reflect Shuman rights and for fundamoital freedoms 
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Human dignity 
Is not only 
an Individual right 
but 

a part of our 
common 
humanity. 
Human rights 
enable us 
to respect 
each other 
and live 
with 

each other. 



all without distinction as to race, sex, language 
or religion'. 

International law 

In 1946, the UN established the Conunissicm 
on Human Rights, the principal policy-makii^ 
body for human rights within the UN system. 
Under the Chairmanship of Eleaihor Roosevelt 
(USA), human rights activist and widow of 
former US President Franklin Roosevelt, the 
Commission took up the job of dehning basic 
rights and freedoms. The General Assembly 
adopted the Universal Declaration of Hhiman 
Rights on December 10, 1948 in Paris. 

Since the Universal Declaration became in¬ 
ternational law, many other conventions have 
convened and many specialised agencies have 
been set up to monitor and enforce human rights 
standards that pertain to specific issues such as 
the rights of refugees, the rights of working 
people, and the special rights of children. One of 
the greatest achievements of the United Nations 
is the creation of a comprehensive body of hu¬ 
man rights legislation. Since 1948, some 60 hu¬ 
man rights treaties and declarations have been 
negotiated at the United Nations. Some examples 
ate: the Convention on the Prevention and I^n- 
ishment of the Crime of Genocide (1948), Con¬ 
vention Relating to the Status of Refugees (1%1), 
the International Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (1965), the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women (1979), the 
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, In¬ 
human or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 
(1984), Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(1989), and the International Convention on the 
Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers 
and Members of Their Families (1990). 

Within the UN system, there are six com¬ 
mittees that monitor compliance by States that 
are parties to specific treaties: The Committee 
on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, Hie 
Human Rights Committee, The Committee on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, The Com¬ 
mittee against Torture, Hie Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination Against Women 
and The Committee on the Rights of the Child. 
In 1968, the first Intenuitional Conference on Hu¬ 
man Rights was held in T^ran, Iran. Twenty- 
five years later, in 1993, the United Nations 
convened the World Conference on Human 
Rights in Vienna, Austria. The Vienna 
Declaration and Propramme of Acticm stress tfie 
universal nature of human ri^ts and the need 


to fight all forms of racism, discriminatioa xe¬ 
nophobia and intolerance. It also places strong 
emphasis on the rights of women, children, 
minorities and indigenous people. In the same 
year, the General Assembly voted to create the 
post of UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights. 

The ten-year period, beginning on January 
1, 1995, has been declared as the UN Decade 
for Human Rights Education. Growing inter¬ 
national awareness, fostered by mass commu¬ 
nications, has heightened the sense of urgency 
for respect of human rights. Thousands of 
individuals and citizens' groups around the 
world are fighting for their rights and free¬ 
doms. Yet millions of people around the world 
suffer some serious violation or deprivation of 
their basic rights and freedoms—everything 
from torture, rape and corrupt judicial systems 
to bonded labour, hunger and lack of access to 
health services, housing, sanitation and water. 

Changing Definitions 

Today, the term human rights is much mis¬ 
understood. It has given a leverage to devel¬ 
oped nations to control terms of trade, mostly 
against poor countries. Activists cry hoarse 
about human right abuses by armed forces. 
Government authorities, on the other hand, 
insist that the argument of human rights is 
merely a fad or a conspiracy to overthrow 
governments, hindering their legitimate activ¬ 
ity of controlling di^nt or of maintaining law 
and order. Human rights, thus, change defini¬ 
tion, depending on which side of the argument 
one takes. 

The underlying principle of human rights 
is that humans should be treated as humans. 
However, anyone with even a little government 
power today thinks ffiat he has the right to 
harass offiers. This is all too obvious in India. 
Government clerks and bureaucrats do not do 
their jobs, and ffiereby impinge on die ri^ts 
of odiers. Law enforcing agencies frequoitly 
overstep their brief. Even if diey do not do so, 
they can destroy someone else's rigfits> ^ply 
by delaying thin^. A person arrested iot a 
minor crime as picking s(»nebo3y's podcet may 
have to languid in jail for a year or two because 
die courts take a long time in the country. By 
not holding his trial, the judiciary becomes 
guilty of hunian rights violatkms. 

What is needed today is respect for hu¬ 
mans. Wlule die Urdvet!^ Ded^don lists 
down die rights of individuals, its spirit is often 
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forgotten. Thus, matters of public safety must 
come under the purview of human rights and 
offenders chained with murder, when things go 
wrong. The many tragedies we witness everyday 
are a grim reminder of these violations: a fire in 
a theatre or a public function kills people because 
the organisers fail to think of humans as humans, 
school-buses frequently kill children because the 
operators do nut think of children as humans. In 
our country, we have utter disregard for the lives 
of others and accidents occur only because the 
offenders can take shelter saying it was just an 
accident. Human rights, thus, go much beyond 
what is believed. 

Also linked are the rights of women and 
children. Today, many women cannot pursue 
careers of their choice because their families are 
stuck in culture. Others are teased when they go 
out. Attacks on women are also reported from 
across the country. When they live in fear, how 
can the State be said to protect their rights? The 
UN General Assembly adopted the Convention 
on the Elimination of AH Forms of Discrimina¬ 
tion Against Women (CEDAW) and the 1995 UN 
Conference on Women in Beijing acknowledged 
women's rights as human rights. 

Similarly, when children work as child 
labourers, their rights are violated. Nor is it right 
to say that the modem world is concerned with 
human rights. These are not violated in China 
alone, where the US tries to link trade with hu¬ 
man rights issues, but wherever there is poverty 
and degradation. Governments have done noth¬ 
ing to prevent human right violations because of 
an exploitative economic system. 

International trade and 
human rights 

For many years, the US and other developed 
countries have been the champions of human 
rights in other countries and have tried to link 
trade with them. The suppression of the 
democracy movement in China has frequently 
been cited by US officials as a condition of not 
doing trade with the country. India has also got 
into trouble with other countries because it 
employs child labour. 

The demands of the international commu¬ 
nity do have some basis, but poor countries feel 
diat the advantage of trade may be taken away 
from them. For example, if India does not em¬ 
ploy child labour, the price of its exports may not 
remain low, resulting in die country losing com¬ 
petitive advantage. China has retorted that hu- 
. man rights are its own internal affair and no other 
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country has any business to make an issue out of 
it. The US has had to back down on its stand with 
China at least, implying that increasing exports 
was more important than defending the human 
rights of its citizens. China could speak from a 
position of strength, but India cannot do so. The 
message from the international community is 
clear: lx*come economically strong if you want 
bargaining power. Human rights as an issue is all 
right but only till it does not hurt economic 
interests. 

That is perhaps why no thought is given to 
poverty and its degrading effects. The interna¬ 
tional trade system is becoming increasingly 
unfair to the developing world. Twenty per cent 
of the world's population lives on 80 per cent of 
its resources. The wave of globalisation often 
results in breaking the financial backbone of coun¬ 
tries. The world is pushing along for free trade 
regardless of its consequences. Free markets have 
become the new mantra today. This has been re¬ 
flected in the demand fur "globalisation with a 
human face" but perhaps what is required is hu¬ 
man democracy instead of market democracy. 
Only then will poverty be seen with more sensi¬ 
tivity than today. 

The world has shaken off the yoke of 
colonialisation and apartheid, two of the systems 
which imposed the most serious human rights 
abuses in history. The time has come to modify 
the market system so that it does not result in 
concentration of wealth. That may be the only 
way to restore human dignity to the world's poor. 
A modification of the understanding of human 


Understanding the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
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Genochte 

T oArards the end of the Second World Wafr UMian the fuU twiiar of the 
extermination and conoentraUon camps became public ImowMBe, Wtnston 
ChurchiH stated that the world was being brought iiea to iaoe with *8 crime 
that has no name'. The expression‘mass murder’that wes being uaed at Ihe tlma to 
describe what had happened was an I n adequate description of the phenomenon 
witnessed in Nazi-occupied territories, because it failed to account lor ttte mr^ for 
the crime, which arose solely from racial bigotry and had nothing to do with the 
conduct of the war. War crimes had been defined for the first time in 1907 in The 
Hague Convention, but the crime of genocide required a separate definition as this 
was not only a crime against the rules of war, but a crime against humanity itself, 
affecting humanity as a whole. 

The definition of what constitutes a crime against humanity was estabUshed at the 
Nuremberg Trials. Killing someone simply because he or she exists In a crime against 
humanity; it is a crime against the very essence of what ft is to be human. Genocide 
is therefore both the gravest and the greatest of the crimes against humanity. The 
instigators and initiators of a genocide are cool-minded theorists. The specificity of 
genocide does not arise from the extent of the killings, nor their savagery or resulting 
Infamy, but solely from the intention; foe destruction of a group. The Convention for 
the Prevention and foe Punishment of the prime of Genocide, which was voted into 
existence by the General Assembly of foe UN In 1948, states In Article 1 that geno¬ 
cide Is a crime under international law. It is a criminal act with the intention of 
destroying an ethnic, national or religious group targeted as such. 

Consequently, the word 'genocide' has often bean used when making comparisons 
with later massacres throughout the world. In order to attract attention by evoking 
images of foe concentration camps and their victims. Genocide became a term used 
both to describe any horrendous act perpetrated by an enemy, and as a rallying call 
for minority groups looking to assert their identity and legitimise their existence. 
Thus, foe word genocide fell victim to a sort of verbal Inflation. It has been applied 
freely and indiscriminately and lost its initial meaning. 

There have really only been three genuine examples of genocide during the course 
of the twentieth century; that of the Armenians by the \bung Turks In 1915. that of 
the Jews and Gypsies by the Nazis and, in 1994, that of the TutsIs by foe Hutu racists. 

rights is thus required so diat the initial objective of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights—of living in dignity—continues to be met. Otherwise, human 
rights will remain in newspapers, while the economic system produces legions 
of the poor and dispossessed without any rights whatsoever, because they do 
not have control over resources. That is a challenge before the world in the 
coming years. 

HmiMiii Wglits in Indln . 

India has a better record of human rights than Qiina, but that is not saying 
very much. In some areas, die country continues to violate human rights most 
blatantly. Some of these are given below: 

Women: In many parts of India, girls are denied education and are dis¬ 
criminated against. UNICEF says that malnutrition results from discrimination 
against the girl child. When they grow up, eve-tea^ng reduces dieir dignity 
and, in many cases, may prevent a giii.hom pursuing a particular course or 
career. There have been cases of sexual exploltadoa as weU as girls being die 
target of add attacks failed suitors. Outdated laws make a crime like rape 
go unpunished. 

Child labouK Article 24of the Constitution states that "No dhild below the 


age of fourteen years shall be employed to work 
in any factory or mine or employed in any 
hazardous employment." Article 39 (e) directs 
State policy such "that the healdi and strength of 
workers, and the tender age of children are not 
abused." The Bonded Labour System Act of 1976 
fulfils die Indian Constituticm's directive of ending 
forced labour. The government implemented the 
Child Labour Act in 1986. In August, 1994, the 
then Prime Minister Narasimha Rao announced 
his proposal of an Elimination of Child Labour 
Programme. 

However, enforcement is die key aspect diat 
is lacking in the government's efforts. The Hu¬ 
man Rights Watch says that a glaring sign of 
neglect of their duties by officials charged with 
enforcing child labour laws is the failure to collect 
and disseminate statistics regarding enforcement 
efforts. The huge number of child l^ourers show 
that enforcement, if existent, is ineffective. Though 
India has strict laws, child labour continues in 
practically all States. Rich people in cities employ 
child servants. It is amazing that child la^ur 
escapes the scrutiny of die labour inspectors and 
commissioners appointed by the government. 

Undertrials: Another glaring human rights 
abuse in India is the way that people are pi^ed 
up by the police for small offences and held in jail 
without trial because the judicial system is slow. 
A person may be arrested for a petty crime and 
jailed for a year or more waiting for the case to be 
heard. The judiciary has, thus, been as guilty as 
anyone else of human rights abuses by failing to 
rectify the situation. 

Police atrocities: Law enforcing agencies 
often have to be rough in their methods. It is said 
that they would not be effective otherwise. Quite’ 
often the officers get carried away and take re¬ 
course to illegal methods of (fotaining a confes¬ 
sion. Custodial deaths have occurred, people have 
been held in jail for prolonged periods and other 
crimes committed. While their legitimate pursuit 
of crime cannot be denied, the police have to 
rectify their behaviour and improve their human 
rights record. 

Ttrrortem and hwnan 

Another threat diat many countries face, in¬ 
cluding India, is terrorism. Terrorists have no 
nationality but a single-minded objective to kill 
recklessly and create a sense of feat Sometimes 
they ate driven with deep patriotic feelings, at 
others by religious faiuticism. Very often, they 
have bizarre objectives, as the Aum ^iniikyo cult 
in Japan, whidi released the deadly sarin gas in 
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a Tokyo subwav in WS, killing people for some 
obscure beliefs. 

When such criminals are caught, human 
rights groups often jump into the picture. The 
question then arises whether such criminals 
deserve the right to any human rights. What 
about the human rights of the victims? 

India has frequently come under the scni- 
tinv of human rights activists as it fights insur¬ 
gency in Kashmir and the \’orth-East. Thev 
accuse the Indian government of "genocide". In 
Punjab, where the security forces succeeded in 
stamping out a prolonged terrorist movement, 
which claimed thousands of lives, human rights 
activists have accused the securitv forces ot grave 
errors. One police officer, .^jit Singh Sandhu, 
commitUxi suicide, leaving a note saving that it 
was better to die than to live a life of humiliation. 
This led to charges that human rights was actu¬ 
ally a "racket" which sprang up after peaa* re¬ 
turned to the State. There were no call for human 
rights, for example, when ternirists were killing 
people all over Punjab. 

Likewise, army vehicles are ambushed in 
Ka.shmir, where the securitx’ forces fight a proxy 
war by Pakistan. Equipped with sophisticated 
w'eapons, terrorists strike at will, killing people 
in the hope of creating a wave of fear. If the 
security personnel use only lawful methods, the}’ 
ma\ well bo rendered ineffective against those 
who have no scruples 

By \ enturing into these areas, human righs 
activi.sts may well harm themselves because 
people will stop taking them seriouslv. While in¬ 
sisting on accountabilit)’ of securit}’ forces, no¬ 
body should have the right to hamper their work. 
By taking strictly legal st.inds, activists go against 
the spirit of the Universal Declaration, because 
terrorists do not want people to live in dignity' 
and without tear. 

The situation is complicated by the stand 
taken by other countries. It would appear that 
certain countries do not want India to fight ter¬ 
rorism on its soil. India has not been able to 
counter the campaign against it. However, fight¬ 
ing an armed terrorist in Assam or Ka.shmir is 
not the same as mowing down unarmed students 
in Tiananmen square. How can India be equated 
with China as far as human rights abuses go? 

This is not to say that security forces should 
not be accountable. The correct approach should 
be to let the security forces do their job while 
introducing some humanity in their efforts. Bul¬ 
lying a poor person or harassing the common 
public for bribes, has to be discouraged. 
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Child Labour 

The diisplacad working classes, from the " 
seventeenth century on. took it for granted 
that a family would not be able to support 
itself If the children were not employed. 
The children of the poor werS forced 
economic conditions to work, as Dickens, 
worked at age 12 in the Blacking Factory. 

In 1840, perhaps only twenty per cent of 
the children of London had any schooling. Many ^ildren worked 16-hour days under 
atrocious conditions, as their elders did. Iron and coal mines (where children, again, 
both boys and girls, began work at age 5, and generally died before they were 25), gas 
works, shipyards, construction, match factories, nail factories, and the business of chim¬ 
ney sweeping, were common employment for children. 

Today, the notion that children are being exploited and forced into labour, while not 
receiving education crucial to development, concerns many people. India is the largest 
nation plagued by the problem of child labour. Estimates cite figures of between 60 and 
115 million working children in India—the highest number in the world. The 1981 Indian 
census says that there were 13.6 million child labourers in India. The Official National 
Sample Survey of 1983 reports 17.4 million child labourers, while a study by the Labour 
Ministry concluded that the child-labour force was 44 million. UNICEF cites figures 
ranging from seventy-five to ninety million child labourers under the age of fourteen. 
The majority of rural child workers (64.29%) are employed in cultivation and agricuKurai 
labour. Urban child labourers are distributed differently—-39.16% of them are Involved 
in manufacturing, processing, servicing and repalra. Human rights organizations tend to 
focus on the manufacturing types of child labour because most children in these situ¬ 
ations are bonded labourers. Bonded labour ‘refers to the phenomenon of children 
working in conditions of servitude in order to pay off a debt'. Estimates place the number 
of bonded child labourers In India at close to one million. 

Poverty has an obvious relationship with child labour. Families need money to survive, 
and children are a source of additional ino>me. The combination of poverty and the lack 
of a social security network form the basis of the even harsher type of child labour- 
bonded child labour. For the poor, there are few sources of bank loans, governmental 
loans or other credit sources. The local moneylender gives loans, on an average of 
about Rs 2,000, and gets a bonded labourer tamiiy for life. Since the earnings of bonctod 
diild labourers are less than the interest on the loans, these bonded chkdran are forced 
to work, while interest on their loans accumulates. Even if bonded child labourers are 
released, the same conditions of poverty that caused the inidal debt can cause people 
to sHp back into bondage. Inadequate schools or even the expense of schooling leaves 
some children with little else to do but work. 

Kerala distinguishes itself frdm the rest of tneSa with its educattonat system. The {fjoysim- 
ment of Kertda allocates more funds to education than any other StaM, with a per capka 
expenditure of 11.5 rupees compared to the Indian aystageof 7.8 rupees, Kerto epands 
rnore rnoney on nrnss education thaii.oolieges and universities. The Stale government 
has made no (ppbM effort to «nd ciM labour.^It is the ekpan8^i^.ilNe ecMol pystem 
rather than the ehtoreement of iabd|kle(Mk!^ fitlMCiot^ff^^ 

. labour. The cou^ can learn from flie experience otKmMa. txd Vim4n w'tfghii of 
policy-rnakers hying to repHcate ttfo'mbdel etoeei^^ > 
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Getting the Right Equipment-I 

O f all tfie equipment required to con- course, the faster the model 
nect to the Internet, there is nothing ter it is for you. Most com 
whidi is more impwtant dwn the modem speeds are 9.6 kbps 


O f all die equipment required to con¬ 
nect to the Internet, there is nothing 
whidi is more impmtant dian the 
other. The computer hardware, software, 
modem, phone line and the equipment of 
your ISP are all very important in helping 
you obtain a reliable connection to the 
Internet. 

Computer Hardware 

T he first prerequisite to get connected is 
to obtain the right computer. Contrary 
to popular belief, you do not need a 
state-of-the art ptocessor/oomputer system to get 
omnecled. In ^ diat might not at be neces¬ 
sary, since the constraining factor for speedy 
net access is, more often thm not, gcung to be 
yqpr phone line. If all you want to do is Email 
arid occasional Web access, then even an 
80386 based PC with 16 MB (Mega Bytes) 
RAM might not be a bad choice. However, if 
you are planning to go in for a new machine, 
then it would be a good idea to go in for a 
Power PC ba.sed Madntosh or a Pentium- 
based PC (Preferable one which has MMX 
features, i.e. P-166 MMX and above). The 
most important factor for gaining good 
speed is to have a good amount of RAM 
in your system. 32 MB is a good idea, 
and if you can afford a couple more 
thousand, put in 64 MB. With RAM, it's a 
case of "the more the merrier". 

The Modem 

T he most popular (and cheapest) 
method to connect to the Internet is 
using your regular phone line. But 
before you can use your plmne line to plug¬ 
in, you need a special de^ce called a modem 
(short for fflodulator-demodulator),'which can 
take the digital signals (series of ones and 
zeros) from your computer and convert it to 
analogue eledric sign^ which can be carried 
by die lines and vice-versa. Modems are not 
very expensive and one can purchase a good 
one for around Rs 3000. The prices can, how¬ 
ever; go all the way up Rs 15,000 and beyond, 
dependir^ on the brand and odwr bells and 
whisks. 

Most modems are distinguidied by the 
speed at whkh they can transfer data. Of 


course, the faster the modem speed, die bet¬ 
ter it is for you. Most common ratings for 
modem speeds are 9.6 kbps, 14.4 kbps, 28.8 
kbps, 33.6 kbps and 56 kbps (kbps here stand 
for kilo bits per second. A 33.6 kbps modem 
can transfer roughly 500 words a second). Ot 
these 9.6 kbps and 14.4 kbps belong more or 
less to the neolidiic age of Internet access, 
while die 28.8 and 33.6 varieties are the most 
common. 56 kbps is a relatively new technol¬ 
ogy, and it doesn't make sense to put a 56 
kbps modem unless your BP also has a 56 
kbps modem at die other end. However, even 
if your ISP promises 56 kbps, make sure to 
ask which 56 kbps technology are they using, 
for only diose 56 k modems wluch are com¬ 
patible with die BFs mcxlem will work. 

The Phone Line 

T his is the most critical aspect of your 
dial-up Internet Access (die term used 
when one is using a modem through 
nomuil phone lirw to connect). A bad (hone 
line, i.e., old and worn out copper wires to 
your home, can make your spariding new P- 
n PC with a 56 kbps modem look rather silly, 
sitting there on your desk doing nothing! Of 
course, if inspite of all the right cemfiguration 
and settings, you are still not able to access, 
then there is nothing much you can do about 
die line, exce[>t to have its earthir^ checiced. 
However, also make sure that die line comir^ 
into your modem does not have any paralld 
lines to it. These can cause probleins with 
some systems. 

Also, it is very important to have the 
right initialisation string setting in your 
modem, without which it might not 
work. Ask your hardware/software ven¬ 
dor to make the right initialisation string 
setting for the modem. The settings vary 
from place to place. The init string might 
look something like this, "at & fls 10 > 
200 X 1", which for example, works at in 
a place like Chandigarh for a GVC 
modem. Your setting, however, could be 
different, and will most likely be in the 
modem control panel of whatever system 
you are using. 

Next time we will take a lode at what makes 
all diis work-~the right software. 
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I am preparing for the Civil 
Services examination. How can 1 
manage my time? 

—£. Damodar, Calcutta 
Appearing in any exam requires « 
effective use of time. First, be clear of 
the tasks that you want to accomplish. || 
Break them down into components and ^ 
estimate the time required for each. The 
next step is to break up the time available 
with you into 45-50 
minute slots with 10 ^ ^ „ 

minutes lag time after 
each slot. Now fill up 
the activities in the slots and you have a 
schedule. 







1 am keen for a career in defence 


The most important thing in this is 
discipline and maintenance. Make it a 
point to wake up at the lime y.iu have 
promised yourself. Make sure that you 
stick to the time limits specified for 
tasks. If it is taking longer, then use your 
lag time. Also, make it a point not to 
study for long stretches. Always take a 
break after 45 minutes. Once you follow 
these simple instructions, you will find 
that you can accomplish more than in 
the past. 


services. You had written that the May'98 
issue had a cover story on defence, but I 
cannot get that copy. What should I do? 

—Swati CfOila, New Delhi 
Some copies of our back issues are 
available. You can send a MO/DD for 
Rs 20 per issue and procure any copies 
you want. You can also buy a volume 
of all the year's issues for Rs 1.50. Send 
your orders to: The Competition 
Master, 126, Industrial area, Phase I, 
Chandigarh-160 002. 


What is the difference between A, B 
and C level computer courses? 

I —Sulakshana Rao, Na/fpiir (Malwrashtra) 
! The Department of Electronics has 
I accredited courses of different levels. The 
1 O level is a foundation course, the A level 
makes you a programmer, the B level is 
like MCA and makes one a system analyst 
or software engineer, and the C level is a 
master's degree leading to becoming a 
systems engineer. For more details and 
eligibility criteria, see CoMminoN .Master, 
December '98 issue. 

Which would be the best computer 
qualification to match my MBA 
degree? 

—Ncha and Meg/w Crewal, Dholpur 
(Rajasthan) 

The MBA is a degree in itself and you 
do not require any additional computer 
qualification. Howc\’er, you can loam to 
use a PC and MS-Office so that you can 
know how to do .some basic jobs. The MBA 
degree usually has a paper on information 
technology which will teach you what you 
need. 


My family cannot afford my 
education so I am very depressed. What 
can I do? 

—Amit Gtfrg, Ambala (Haryana) 
Many people face the dilemma faced 
by you, but it can be overcome with 
determination. If you look around 
yourself, you will sec plenty of 
opportunity to do part-time jobs. In other 
countries students fake up jobs and pay 
for their own education. You can also do 
the same. Also look for opportunities such 
as the CoMPETmov Master fellowship, 
which offers Rs 10,000 for needy 
students. Hence, there are plenty of 
opportunities, provided you arc wilting 
to make use of diem. There is no need to 
feel depressed. You can come out of the 
depression by devoting yourself to 
work. 

What are the job opportunities after 
finishing post-graduation in any regional 
language? 

—Prabasa Ranjan Sahao, Bhaumipafna 

(Orissa) 



You can become a teacher or a 
translator after doing post 
graduation in a regional language. 
For the first, do your B.Ed. and for 
the second, look out for 
opportunities with IcKal newspapers 
or publishers. 


What is the eligibility criteria 
and address of the film institute? 

—Vikas Dhttiim, Chandigarh 



The eligibility for 
Film and Television 
Institute of India (FTII) is 


a degree in any discipline, B.Sc. with 
Physics or Audiography. The address is: 
FTII, law College Road, Pune-411 004. 


What are the salaries of President, 
Vice-President and Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha? 

—Debabrata Bhaiya, Calcutta 
The salaries of MPs and other officers 
have been increased through the 
Allowances and Pension of Members of 
Parliament (Amendment) Act, 1998 and 
are as follows: 

President: Rs 50,000 per month 
Vice-President: Rs 40,000 per month 
Lok Sabha Speaker: Rs 40,000 per 
month 


I am weak in reasoning questions. 
Please guide me what I can do? 

—Suresh Sharma, Salof^ra (HP.) 

Reasoning questions arc not 
difficult and one only has to develop a 
knack for them. This comes through 
practice. You should do Test of 
Reasoning published in The 
Competition Master every month. Look 
at the solutions so that the next time 
the question.s look easier. You can also 
study the book Test of Reasoning 
published by Khanna Brothers. 

You have mentioned about the 
requirements for becdlning an air 
hostess. I would like to know how I 
should approach it. Is it a good job? 
Where can 1 get a prospectus? 

—Vineeta Singh, Udhampur (}&K) 

The job of an air hostess is certainly 
a good one, depending on how you look 
at it. You can travel to different places, 
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stay in good hotels and earn a lot. There is no prospectus for 
it, hut if you have a good height and personality, you can 
think of becoming one. Learn to keep a pleasant disposition, 
even if you are tired. I.earn a foreign language or two. Be 
warned, however, that it is a hectic job requiring long hours 
of work. Travel mav seem exciting but after a while it may 
lose its charm. If you are determined, you can think of it as 
a career. You can take some training and look out for 
advertisements of airlines when they recruit air hostesses. 

What is AFP and AP, which is mentioned in news reports? 

—Mrs David, Vishakhapatnam 

News agencies gather news from all parts of the world, even 
from those places where newspapers cannot station their 
correspondents. When newspapers carry these new stories they 
credit the source from where the item was received. AFP stands 
for Agence France Presse and AP stands for As.sociatcd Press of 
America. 

I want to join the Navy. Can you tell me what type of 
study I should do? Are girls eligible for Navy? 

—Snclia Jlia, Wtagalpur (Bihar) 

Girls can make a career in the Navy and there are several 
types of study which can help you. You can obtain details from: 
DDMPR (P&R), Naval HQ, Sena Bhawan, New Delhi-110 Oil. 
Choose the branch and then the field of study required for it. 

I want to be an astronaut. Is there any course for it? 

—Shobhit Sinha, Alijiarh 

One cannot become an astronaut by doing courses. One has 
to have an aptitude for engineering or scientific research as also 
the physical requirements for travelling in space. The onlv 
countries that launch astronauts arc USA and Russia. If you want 
lo be an astronaut, become an engineer or scientist, exhibit talent 
for space research and hope to get selected by these countries. 
On the other hand, you might consider some less glamorous 
professions which will help you earn a living. 

What is DX-ing? How much money is required for a DX 
connection? 

—Niladri Sekhar Bose, Howrah (W.B.) 

DX-ing is the hobby of listening to far-off stations on the 
radio. One can catch exotic countries on the short-wave and 
radio stations send cards and* gifts as a token of their 
appreciation. No money is required for DX-ing, only a good 
short-wave receiver. 


Fortune Institute of 
Intemationsi Business 


Now You Can Post Your 
Questions At 

And also look , for Answers to 
' your Queries 


FIIB is an institute fast climbing up the ladder of 
fame. Its claim to fame is ifs exclusivity, its focus, its 
extremely seasoned and devoted faculty and its students 
Qatting employed in some of the top notch companies like 
•Bk Canon (India), IBM, Daewoo, Birla International, Modi - 
Volvo, Essar Cellphone, Mahindra & Mahindra, Gillette, 
Kughne & Negel and several others 

Or G,N, Gandhi, a seasoned academician an 
Institution builder, with his brilliance and perseverance, is the Executive 
Director, FIIB. An interview with Dr Gandhi: 

1. PLEASE TEU US ABOUT RIB 

FIIB has been set up by Fortune Society for Promotion and 
Development of International Business. In our Governing Body and Advisory 
Council we have the most seasoned and learned people like Shri FI.K. 
Shrivastava (President, Fortune International Ltd), Dr Ishwar Dyal, an 
eminent management expert. Dr V,R. Punchmukhi, an eminent economist. 
Dr D.H, Pai Panandikar, Dr Prifam Singh, and number of others. In 1994* 
95 FIIB got the AlCTE recognition. 

I have been with IIFT for more than two decades. We analysed some 
of the deficiencies in the IIFT Course Curriculum and after taking proper 
inputs from Trade and Industry in India and abroad, we have designed this 
course. Some of the salient features of our syllabus are 

• Specialisation of a chosen region (ASEAN/EUROPEAN UNION). 

• Learning of a foreign language (Chinese/German/French) linked to the 
region of specialisation. 

• Studies in a specially designed ‘Import Management' course: Commodity 
Trading, Electronic Commerce; Project Export: Entrepreneurship 
development in International Business. In depth studies in product(s) 
having export/import potential in general, as also in the region of 
specialisation chosen by the student in particular. 

Twenty two. out of fhe thirty papers taught, are directly related to 
International Business. FIIB has the advantage of drawing experts from 
institutions such as the IIFI, Delhi University. JNU and Corporate world for 
teaching our students, besides its own expenenced and highly qualified 
core faculty 

2. WHAT KIND OF EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES AWAIT THE 
STUDENTS FROM FIIB? 

With the opening up of Indian economy aiming at globalisation, our 
students have openings with all the Indian companies engaged in 
International Trading, as well as, multinational companies operating in 
India with Indian companies going global and multinationals starting their 
operations in India. 

3. HOW FOOLPROOF IS YOUR SELECTION PROCESS? 

Students are selected through MAT examination conducted by AIMA. 
About 4000 students opted for our institute but we call around 1000 
students for GD and Interview at a given cut off. We give 30% welghtage 
to the MAT score and 20% to academic background while calling 
candidates for interviews and group discussion. We also hold our own 
written test to test the writing abilities of the candidates. On the selection 
board we have experts from outside who act as chairman of the selection 
committee. 

4. BESIDES,THE FULLTIME COURSE IN INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS, 
WHAT ARE W)UR OTHER ACTIVITIES? 

We run short duration programme for developing professional 
compefencies as also entrepreneurship on export/import related business 
Issues. For exporters, we have designed specialised programmes in 
logistics, finance, trade policies. Foreign Exchange Management Act 
(FEMA) etc. 

We aiso hold seminars on vanous issues of International Trade with 
regionat focus like that on European Union and CIS in collaboration with 
organisations such as FIEO, JNU etc. 

Our USP Is ‘Intamational Bualnesa' and we do not. at present, 
plan to diversify into normal MBA programmes. But we do plan to Introduce 
a three-year part-time Executive Development Programme in International 
Business, once approval of the AtCTE is received. 




















Grasshii holies 


D p you know anyone who 
^ has never been interested 
; in a crossword puzzle? 

I Probably not, for today, the 
} crossword is by far the most 
I popular pastime in the world. 

; The "iron lady" of Great 

I Britain, Mrs Thatcher, the late 
j Mrs Indira C^andhi and actress 
i Marelene Dietrich had one 
; thing in common—crossword 
j puzzles as their hobby. The last 
j named was the woman with i 
the most beautiful legs in the 
I world which had been insured j 
j for a million pounds? 
i Princess Margaret once j 

I won a crossword contest; her 
prize: £8.82 worth of books. 

When you work on 
crossword puzzles, there is 
never a dull moment. That is i 
why millions of people all over [ 
the world love to cross them, : 
(instead of swords) and ; 
emerge mentally refreshed. | 
Some claim they come out | 
intellectually superior. Well, j 
{ they are entitled to their [ 
I opinion. | 


The appeal of the puzzle { 
is not limited to the fair sex | 
alone. There is the story of an j 
American husband who was ■ 
sued for his passion for the j 
cros.sword puzzles. He spent j 
all his time solving them, his ' 
wife blamed. The judgement of i 
the court: a limit of three | 
puzzles a day—and get a job. i 

Such is the craze for the 
puzzles that if an editor omits 
the puzzle, even for a single ; 
edition, his mail bulges with ! 
indignant protests and 
complaints. The lovers do not 
want to be puzzled out even 
for a day. 

Even busy columnists and 
Test players work franticaUy on 
crosswords during their spare { 
time. No other game is as | 
popular as the one played on 
the square, it seems. 

The English version of the 
crossword, however, is likely 
to drive the average puzzle fan 
to strong drink because the 
British puzzle-makers delight 
in definitions as far removed I 


from the everyday world as j 
imagination can take them. In 
England you have to be careful 
what you say about crossword 
puzzles. The strong-headed 
can cross you out but will not 
bear a bad word about their 
pastime. 

A sense of humour also 
does not appear to be the 
strong point with the Red 
puzzlers. Take two examples: 

"a four-letter word for the 
street in which the 
warmongers dwell" (answer: 
WALL), and "a three-letter 
word for the man who rescued 
the Chinese workers from 
slave labour" (answer MAO). 

Crosswords appear in the 
newspapers of many 
countries. They are adaptable 
to almost any language with 
the exception of the Chinese, 
which just does not lend itself 
to across and down juggling. 

The quality of puzzle 
construction is gauged by the 
low word total in proportion 
to the size of the pattern, and, 


of course, by the ingenuity of 
the word combinations. Fewer 
and longer words make for 
i more interesting solving. The 
{ quality of the definitions is also 
an important factor. 

Recent developments in 
I construction allow for more 
; than one word per space, so 
i that full names, book titles, 
j phrases, quotations and parts 
of them may appear. 

The crossword is capable 
! of constant variation. In 
' addition to pure recreation, 
educational and therapeutic 
values have been attributed to 
it. 

The New York Times 
crossword, particularly the 
Sunday edition, has be^ the 
"Rose Bowl" of passionate 
puzzle adcUcts. Once a fan 
wrote to the Times that he had 
just then finished one of their 
puzzles after 16 years of 
application. He should have 
b^, in all fairness, awarded 
"Mr Puzzle" title by the 
newspaper. 
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nie Ego Syndrome 


A n egocentric is a person who views I 
everything in relation to himself. He' | 
is a self-centred person. His philosophy is ■ 
based on the belief that the world exists i 
or can be known only in relation to the : 
individual's mind. i 

Egoism stems from this. It means | 
selfishness, conceit. In ethics, it is the j 
doctrine that self-interest is the proper j 
goal of all human actions. This is opposed ! 
to do-goodism (altruism). j 

Egotism is constant, excessive 
reference to oneself, in writing or speaking. 

The egotist is supreme in the self- 
created world of his own. He acts as if the 
whole universe revolves around him and < 
he gives the impression that if he dies, the i 
world would come to a halt. Far from j 
being unsure, he is bursting with self- j 
importance. He is "in love with himself". | 
In speech, he constantly refers to "I", 
"me", "mine". Nothing else seems to 
matter to him except what he does, what 
he says, what he thinks, what he owns. He 
believes (strongly) diat otiier people ^uld 
be as interested in his affairs as he is 
himself. If tfiey do not, he concludes that 
they lack the intelligence to appreciate him. 
Or, he feels hurt or insulted. The latter 
occurs mote often. 

He tries to manage^etytiung himself, 

I telling everybody els^wnatto do and how 
i do it; forcing opinions, bdiefe and 
: prejudices upon oth^. Ihua^he has few 


friends, for those who would have been, 
quickly tire of his personality and influence. 
They retire from his presence, either 
gracefully or with disgust, depending upon 
their own temperament. 

Even this, however, is not likely to 
upset an egocentric tor long. His ego will 
receive a shcxdi, but he does not worry. He 
is "self-sufficient" and can get along well 
enough without those who reject him. 

We have described the egocentric as i 
a somewhat unpleasant character. Certainly 
he is an "initiating" type and he gets "under 
our skin". In order to boost his own ego 
he tries to make others feel inferior. 

This means that the egotist is not 
nearly so sure of himself as he pretends. 
Secretly, he is acutely conscious ot his 
limitations, but he is either afraid or 
ashamed to admit them. Nevertheless, he 
bluffs himself that he is invincible. He 
acts as a domineering, ruthless "go-getter", 
and if he has ability, he is likely to succeed 
where more brilliant men without drive 
do not. 

The egotist uses a psychological law. 

By acting as if he were supremely self- 
confident and efficient, he attracts success 
towards him. No matter how intelligent a 
person is, he is unlikely to profit by his 
talents if he believes himself to be inferior 
and acts like a mouse. 

The egotist visualises himself as 
greater than he is. Therefore, this blown- 


up vision ot himself tends to materialise, i 
It has been truly said that it you keep on 
telling people how wonderful you are, they 
will eventually believe it. This, in turn, 
sets forces in motion which help the 
j egocentric become as big as he imagiiu's 
i himself to be already. 

Paradoxically, the egocentric has not 
grown up for there is nobody more 
egwentric than the intant. His interests 
are self-centred. His entire interest is 
concerned with his ego. Any concern he 
has for others is related only to the extent 
that others boost his own ego. The childish 
, egocentric lives in a world that begins and 
ends with itself. 

Mothers make a fuss of their babies. 
When the baby stretches out its arms and 
, coos, the mother believes that this 
: indicates that the baby loves her in return. 

But the cold fact is that the baby 
, merely wants the pleasurable sensation of 
; being petted and fondled. It is quite 
' incapable of any emotion that is not 
; coimitted with its own ego. It loves its 
j mother merely because she pets it, plays 
j with it, feeds it and makes it comfortable. 

As the child grows older it ma y begin j 
I to love its mother for herself, but by that 
i time the child is progressing naturally out 
of its infancy. It is becoming exocentric 
instead of egocentric. Its experience enables 
it to develop the ability and the desire to 
show concern for others as well as for 
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I itself. 

j This is iin important sign that a child 
I is progressing, as nature intended, from 
! infancy towards adulthood. When we 
I understand this, we can see that any 
I extreme example of a completely 
■ egocentric "adult" indicates that there has 
I been some psychological blockade in his 
[ natural development. In this respect, such 
i a person remains emotionally immature. 

I Only a grown-up is capable of 
i unselfish love. The re.ison why so many 
I marriages fail is because one of the 
i partners, at least, is immature—and this 
I applies to a large proportion of the "ad ult" 
I population. 

! In fact, it is remarkable that so many 
! marriages weather life's storms without 
i disaster. Were it not tor the infinite 
patience, the understanding, and the 
genuine love of one of the partners in very 
many marriages, family life would 
disintegrate altogether. 

The egocentric "loves" possessi\ ely, 
j selfishly, jeak)usly. No marriage can endure 
j this without great strain and consequent 
! danger of collapse. 

! The unfortunate tact is that too many 
i of us are taintixi with egotism—emotional 
I scourge concerned about ourselves. We 
; are reluctant to consider the "other". We 
I are largely indifferent to the welfare of 
j others. This is the cause of the misery and 
i unhappiness. 

Patriotism is extolled as a virtue. This 
I is true enough within reasonable limits. It 
I is fine and natural to love one's country. It 
i is when we say "to hell with the rest of the 
j world" that we are on dangerous ground, 
i The person who thinks along these 
j lines is not a sincere patriot. Would such 
! a person raise a finger to help pwple of his 
own country who are in distress? Does he 
join the fighting forws during a war? Does 
he devote any of his money, time or 
attention to the aged, the crippled, the 
sick and needy? Politicians all over the 
world exploit gullible masses in the name 
of patriotism which is the worst form of 
collective egoism. 

Egocentricity makes its appearance in 
many ways. We recognise an egocentric by 
his iKhaviour. But the timid shrink from 
the world, avoiding social contact. They 
blush at the provocation and they are 


conscious chiefly of their own inadequacy. along well with the conflicting world. 
They arejust as self-centred as the "know- These are only a few examples of 
all" types, so what are they but egocentrics? egotism. There are many others, and the 

"Hard-headed" traders are strange thing is that we so often express 

egocentrics. They are consumed by profit our own egotism quite unconsciously, 

to satisfy their own ego. Usually, these never dreaming that it is one of our failings, 

dynamic "fellows" become very successful It is easy enough for us to recognise 

(read rich), even if their motives are the bombastic type of egotism, and to 
dishonourable. They forge ahead, condemn it in others. W'hen we remember 
impervious to criticism and others' other forms of egotism, we confess that 
feelings. we, too, share this human weakness. 

"My daddy-said-so" arc hypocrites. The problem of reducing and 

with their "holier than thou" attitude. They overcoming egotism is not simple. In the 
are so self-satisfied that they attempt to early stages of self-treatment, considerable 

hide their own faults by condemning others patience and perseverance are needed. All 

tor the slightest faults. we have to do is to change the direction 

Religious fanatics are egocentrics, of our attention and interests from 
They are so keen on religion only in the ourselves to others. It is from inside K) 
hope of saving their own s<)uls. The fact is outside. 

that all their religion is religiosity. It is all In time, it is possible to culti\ ate more 
in rituals and symbols. They are not truly unselfish habits and to show greater 
religious at heart as they lack the interest, consideration and understanding 
antecedents of a religious man. (.ftherwise towards our fellow men ajid women, 
we would be a nation of Mahatma tlandhis. Then, and then only shail we find 

Hypochondriacs are yet another deep and true freedom. Lite itself will be 
example. .\o matter if the doctors can find more w holesome, more satisfy ing. 

nothing physically wrong with them, Charles M. Schwal has said, "Lead 

hypochondriacs will continue to imagine the life that will make you kindly and 

all symptoms. They "love thomseh es" so friendly to everyone about you, and you 
much that they cannot resist draw'ing will be surprised what a happy life you 
attention to their own body. will lead." 

Among other egocentrics are those There is no doubt a place tor ambitir)n 

who suffer from persecution mania. They in our life. For the young, to hope, plan 

believe that enemies are plotting secretly and work for future is natural. From this 

to destroy them. Such deluded ones have comes success, but letting success get into 

to be sent to a mental home. the head and converting them into 

Are we not all subject to self-pity? swollen-heads is unpardonable. They 

Have not we felt that everything works should meet failure like a miUi; success 

agaurst us, nobtxly understands us, nobody like a gentleman. 
lo\ es us? It is easy to kxrk down upon others. 

We are advised not to dwell upon To look down on oursebes is the difficulty, 

such depressing thoughts. We better replace It is pride that changes angels into dev'ik; 

them by optimistic ones if we are to get it is humility that changes men to angels. 



j 

I 

I 
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The 13th Asian Games in Bangkok 
December 6-20, 1998 came at a time when 
the region had been battered by its worst 
economic crisis. Its holding was thus a 
miracle of sorts, with severe budget problems 
brought about by a devalued b^t. The size . 
of many teams was trimmed, some because of 
costs: Cambodia and North Korea pulled out ; 
of men's basketball, Uzbekistan from uxmen 's I 
basketball and men's hockey, Bangladesh from ; 
men's football and other sports and Oman ! 
pulled out from men's handball. At one time j 
some 10,000 athletes were expected but the | 
final figure was closer to 7,000. Saudi Arabia ' 
decided not to participate because of a clash I 
of dates with national celebrations and 
Afghanistan did not participate because of a ; 
ban on bearded boxers. 

T he Games represented a vast j 
geographical sweep and much of 
humanity, from Lebanon to Japan, from 
Mongolia to Indonesia. India redeemed 
I some of its past glory by winning the 
hockey gold, but in general, its 
performance was dismal. The Prime 
Minister announced cash awards of Rs 5 | 
lakh, Rs 3 lakh and Rs 2 lakh for gold, l 
silver and bronze medal winners, a major | 
hike from the prizes given earlier, but the j 
plight of Indian sport became all to ! 
evident, with some players openly | 
blaming officials of trying to throttle talent. | 
Qiina emerged leader once again, showing 
its near domination of sporting events. 

I 

I 

Forgetting the economic gloom 

T he Games opened on I>ecember 6, ; 

coinciding with the Thai king's 72nd : 
birthday. The opening ceremony was 
marked with extravaganza, forgetting the 
economic gloom that had dominated the 
region. The omnipresent theme of the j 
thi^hour ^w was 'Friendship Beyond i 
Frontiers', prumoting cooperation among 
neighbours and Asian br^ien. The first 
of the seven act opening ceremony was 
entitled 'The Dawn' sig^iiiying hopes of 
change after the Games and into the next 
millennium, not only of Thailand but also 
of the entire regum. Opening widi |jke 
sacred sounds of the morning, the 
ceremony went on to the act entitled 
'United Asia' whidi'preSented a bletid of ' 
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Asian marital arts, many of which have 
been included in the formal medal section. 

Thai children welcomed visitors from 
all over Asia. 'Chang' the elephant mascot 
bobbed up and down on a gift wrapped 
box pulled by a Tuk-Tuk. King Bhumibol 
Adulyadej—the world’s longest reigning 
monarch—released a Royal Pigeon to 
declare the Games open. Thai woman 
weightlifter, Khassapom Suta, gold medal 
winner in the last South East Asian Games, 
carried the torch into the field and handed 
it over to boxer Somluck Khamsing, 
Thailand's only gold-medallist at the 19% 
Olympics, who lit the Sacred Fire. After 
that, the last segment "Music of Asia" was 
rendered by some of the best singers from 
Thailand. 

China came out far ahead in the gold 
medals race, witming 129 of the 378 
medals awarded. Souffi Korea took the 
very last or»e, reaching 65, with Lee Bongu 
winning the marathon. Japan had 52 
golds, and the top two winners in voting 
for the Games' most valuable athlete: 
sprinter Koji Ito who won three golds and 
Naoko Talu»hahi, who missed a world 
record in the Games opening women's 
marathon. Thailand upset Souffi Korea in 
the soccer; which is a miracle of sorts. The 
country ended wiBi24gold medals. India 
brou^t lu>me 7 golds, including its first 
gold in men's hockey in 32 years. 

The fortnight long Games coiKluded 
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‘ without major glitdies, thou^ at one time 
; it had look^ as if Bangkok would be able 
i to hold them at all. A cultural feast was 
j enacted for the closing ceremony on 
; December 20, at the packed Rajamangala 
' stadium. Amidst foot stomping music, 
flags of the various nations were hoisted, 
followed by the Thai National Anthem. 

! The first Asian Games flag was handed 
. over to the Mayor of the PuMn city, Korea, 

; which will be hosting the 2002 Games. 

; India's Performance 

I NDIA'S performance was a marginal 
improvement, though it faced 
humiliation in many games. The star was 
none other than Jyotirmoyee Sikdar, who 
, won gold in the 800 and 1500m. She was 
, awardt’d the Most Valued Person (MVP) 
on her return. She is the first multiple gold 
medallist for India since 1986. A special 
award was also given to Dingko Singh, 
who beat silver medallist Sontaya 
Wongprates and world no. 2 Timur 
Tulyakov to become India's first boxing 
I winner in 16 years. The stars of India's 
, modest achievement were the hockey 
team, which beat South Korea 4-2 for ffie 
^rst Asian Games field hockey gold since 
1966. India won two golds' in billiards. 

; Ashok Shandilya won the individual as 
, well as in the doubles with Geet Sethi. 

' The country also maintained their 
I domination in kabaddi, beating traditional 
1 rivals Pakistan 17-9. 

But all was not well. Tliough officials 
had claimed ffiat it would only consider 
sending "medal hopefuls", some of the 
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teams seemed third rate and did not even 
come close to competing. The country had 
sent a 320 plus contingent, of which one- 
third were officials. Many excuses were 
handed out, but it became evident that 
India would continue to do badly if its 
sports continued to be .strangled by 
officials. 

It was a pathetic story in many events. 
In swimming, the Iw'o relay teams (4x20 
and 4xl00m freestyle) were able to get into 
the finals because the number of entries 
were eight. In both, India finished last, 
with the women's team of Shikha Tandon, 
Richa Mishra, Meghna Naravan and Ni.sha 
Millet, finishing almost one lull minute 
behind the Chinese. |udo was a complete 
disaster, while in canoeing and kavaking, 
the Indians could not even enter the finals. 
The two who did, finished last in the 
events. The women's football team had 36 
goals against them in thax* matches and 
was annihilated, as they were in 
volleyball. It was a mystery why these 
teams were sent at all. 

It was clear that the people who 
won the gold medals tor India did so in 
spite of the officials. At every step, , 
officials had created problems and 
almost left out a gold medal winner from 
the contingent. 

Official buffoonery 

there was a gold medal for official 
JLmismanagement, India's bureaucrats 
could well have won it. .More than 100 of 
them accompanied the sportspersons. As 
in the past, they exhibited remarkable 
buffoonery during the Games. Bureaucrats 
who did not even know the players had 
been sent to Bangkok. Shocking stories 
emerged from Bangkok, where the Indian 
bureaucrats showed callous disregard and 
w'ere exposed as fools. Apart from 
shopping and creating problems, they did 
nothing else. Ihe sportspersons were not 
given encouragement, nor did they turn 
up for review meetings, scheduled to be 
held every night to review the day's ■ 
performance. ' 

World champion Geet Sethi was not : 
honoured to carry the national flag. : 
Instead, Dhanraj Pillai did so because of ! 
some official reason, even though he is . 


1 ASIAN OASMI flATISnCI I 

First held 

India—1951 

Number of sports this year 

36 

Number of events 

377 

Number of teams 

41 

Total Competitors 

6617 

Biggest team 

Thailand—808 competitors * 

Smallest team 

Bhutan—15 competitors 

Non-participating countries 

Saudi Arabia and Afghanistan 

Next games 

Pusan City, Souflt Korea 


not a world champion. When Geet Sethi 
asked for his team's official kit, one official 
reportedly asked billiards manager Ravi 
Tandon, "i/i’/i kiiuii luu" and another 
offered him a T-shirt. Later, the officials 
defended their action as a senior Indian 
Olympic Association official blamed Sethi 
for faking things ttx) far. 

The storv of boxing champion Dingko 
Singh also serves as a slap on Indian 
bureaucracy. The winner of the King's Cup 
in Bangkok was told that he was not part 
of the contingent, an absurd decision. It 
was only alter the Boxing Federation 
President argued for Dingko, was he 
included, just three hours before the 
team left tor the Games. Who would 


have gained if the officials had 
succeeded to keep the boxing champion 
out? 

Whatever the aiuntry has achieved 
in the latest Asian Games have been 
individual effort. Continuing neglect of 
sports and the stranglehold of bureaucrats 
over something they know nothing about, 
will continue taking its toll, it is time 
reforms t(K)k place in this sector tiH». 

Ultimately, the holding of the Asian 
Games remains a remarkable achievement 
bv Thailand. It showed that the region 
was recovering. China dominated the 
medals tally, with 129 medals, but was 
not happy since it got eight fewer than in 
Hiroshima. 
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Brief History of Asian Games 

On March 4.1951. the first fanfare of tha Asian Gamas was ished third, 
displayed under the slogan 'Ever-onward Aslans^ in the Indian capi- The 7th Aslan Games were held in Teheran, the capital of Iran, 

tal of New Delhi. More than 600 athletes from 11 countries partici- For the first time communist North Korea and the People's Republic 
pated. of China participated. 

The competition covered 6 official sports; athletics, swimming. Nationalist China (Taiwan) experienced an unfortunate draw- 
soccer, cycling, weightlifting and basketball. back as its entry to the Games was denied by the Asian Games 

The honour of winning the first goid medal in the Asian Games Federation (AGF) in the wake of Mainland China's participation. Is- 
history went to a Singapore male swimmer named Neo Chee Cok. rael also experienced much resistance to its participation from Arab 
Japan earned a total of 24 gold medals to finish first in the na- countries and managed to enter the Games only after much difficulty, 
tional medal standings followed by India with 15 gold medals. The Arab countries, China, Pakistan and North Korea refused to com- 
Philippines hosted the 2nd Aslan Games in its capital Manila, pete with Israeli athletes, eventually bringing on public criticism. 
Over 1,000 competitors from 18 countries participated. Japan dem- Japan won 75 gold medals, spectacularly followed by the host 
onstrated their power with the largest team totaling 215. country. Iran, in the second spot in overall medal ranking. 

Missing the inaugural competition in the vortex of war. South The arrangement for the 8th Asian Games did not go as 
Korea sent a total of 61 athletes to compete in 6 events. Putting up smoothly as previous games. The Games were first scheduled to 
good fight it finished third in the national medal count. open in Islamabad, the capital of Pakistan, but Pakistan had to can- 

Japan produced fine performances evenly throughout the events, cel the arrangement due to financial problems and growing political 
including athletics, to repeat their victory with 38 gold medals. The unrest in the country. After many convoluted discussions, the oil pro- 
Philippines took second place with 14 gold medals. ducing Arab members of the Asian Games Federation pledged to 

The 3rd Asian Games were held in Tokyo, Japan, which had provide funding for the Games (some US $ 265 million) so that the 
recovered from its defeat in World War II. The 9-day competition be- event could be organized in a new host country. Thailand, 
gan with a total of 250 medals to be awarded in 12 different official By providing the funding for the Games, the Arab nations suc- 
sports and 2 demonstration sports (judo and badminton). ceeded in ousting Israel from the Asian Ganras Federation. Taiwan 

In men's fieldhodrey, played for the firsflime as an official sport also could not participate due to the opposition of Mainland China. 
at the Games, India won all four matches. The country was a field The 8th Asian Games finally opened in Thailand on December 9, 
hockey power at that time, with a winning record of six consecutive 1978. 

Olympic titles. In the final standings Japan won 70 out of a total of 201 gold 

Japan became champion for the third consecutive time by win- medals awarded during the Games. This was its 8th consecutive over- 
ning 67 gold medals. The Philippines were placed second, followed all victory at the Asian Games. China, participating in the Games for 
by Korea. only the second time, acquired 51 gold medals, rapidly closing the 

The 4th Asian Games in Jakarta. Indonesia, did not have a gap. 
smooth start. The host country excluded the Israeli and Taiwanese On November 19.1982, ♦he 9th Asian Games opened in New 
teams from the Games for political reasons, bringing the Asian sports Delhi. Some 4,500 athletes from 33 countries participated to win a 
festival to a crisis. The actions of the Indonesian government caused total of 196 gold medals in 21 different sports. China became the first 
a furor among international sports organizations. As a result, the country in history to be able to defeat Japan, a country that had domi- 
country had its Olympic eligibility suspended unlimitedly in February nated the Asian Games since their inception, 
of 1963. Under the themo of “Seoul to the world, world to SeouT, 5,000 

After many twists and turns, the fourth Asian Games opened on athletes from 27 countries assembled for the Opening Ceremony of 
August 24, 1962. There were 1,521 participants from 18 countries, the 10th Seoul Aslan Games in the Chamsil Stadium of Seoul, 
In field hockey which garnered the most attention In ball games, South Korea, on September 20,1986. 

Pakistan created a sensation by unexpectedly winning over India. South Korea, exceeding their initial target of 65 gold medals, 

Japan achieved its fourth consecutive triumph. India and Indo- surprised everyone by winning an incredible 93 gold medals, far more 
nesia ranked second and third, respectively. than Japan's 54 gold medals and only one short of China's 94. 

On December 8,1966, more than 2,500 athletes and officials The spectacular Opening Ceremony of the 11th Asian Games 
from 18 countries came together for the 5fli Aslan Games in Bang- was held in die heart of Asia. Beijing, on September 22,1990. 
kok, the capital of lliaifand. Medals were sought in 14 different sports Out of a possible 310 medals. China overwhelmingly swept 60% 
during the 12-day competition, one more sport than at the fourth or 183 medals and was ranked as number one in the overall ranking, 
(aames. South Korea remained number two in the overall rankings. Japan 

Japan continued Its reign as the strongest Asian power in sports was ranked third in the overall rankings, 
with 78 gold medals. Korea achieved its aim of finishing second with Atomic bombed Hiroshima, in Japan, became the first provin- 

12 gold, 18 silver and 33 bronze medals. Thailand took full advantage cial city in history to host the Asian Games. The promise of the 12th 
of their home ground to win as many gold medals as Korea, but ranked Asian Games, ‘eternal peace and harmony", had a special meaning 
third with less silver medals. at Hiroshima. The Hiroshima Games attracted the largest number of 

Originalty chosen to hest the 6th Asian Games in 1970, South participants ever, 167 officials and 557 athletes. The five new repub- 
Korea was forced to give up this right due to complicated domestic lies created after the'collapse of the Soviet Union participated for the 
problems. Eventually the sixth Games came to be held again in Bang- very first time. China continued to be far superior than any other coun- 
kok with financial support from 10 countries: try taking part. It again snapped up the most gold medals, a total of 

The Games do^ with Japan achievirig its sixth consecutive 137. South Korea secured four more gold medals than Japan and 
victory. Kofea trailed Japan with 18 gcM medals, and Thailand fin- was thus ranked number two in the final standings. 
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Pg^URE 


1 

t 

i ARCHERY 

I Individual (men): Han Seung-Hoon (South Korea) 
I Team (nwn): South Korea 
{ Individual (women): Kim Jo-Sun (South Korea) 

I Team (women); South Korea 

I ATHLETICS 

i Men 

I 100m: Ko|i Ito (Japan) - New world record 10 00 
; 200m: Koji Ito (Japan) - New Asian Games record 
I 20.25 seconds. Old; 20.41 

400m: Sugath Tilakratne (Sri Lanka) 

800m: Lee Jin-ll (South Korea) 

ISOOm; Mohammed Suleiman (Qatar) 

5000m: Mohammed Suleiman (Qatar) 

10000m: Kenji Takao (Japan) 

4x100m relay: Japan 
4x400m relay: Japan 
100m hurdles: Yanhao Chen (China) 

400m hurdles; Hideaki Kawamura (Japan) 

3000m steeplechase: Yasunori Uchitomi (Japan) 
Hammer throw: Kqi Muruloshi (Japan) - New Asian 
Games record: 78.57m; old. 72.24m 
Shot put: Liu Hao (China) 

Javelin: Sergey Voinov (Uzbekistan) 

Discus: LI Shaojie (China) 

20 km roadwsik: Yu Guohui (China) - New Asian 
Games bast; 1:20:25: old: 1:21:15 
j so km roadwalk; Wang Yinhang (China) 

Long jump: Masaki Morinaga (Japan) 

I High Jump; Lee Jin-Taek (South Korea) 

I Triple jump: Sergey Arzamassov (Kazakhstan) 

I Pole vault: Igor Potapovich (Kazakhstan) 

: Decathlon: Oleg Veretelnikov (Uzbekistan) 

; Marathon: Lee Bong-Ju (South Korea) 


GOUMEDAlMnNNERI 

BADMINTON 

Singles (men): Dong Jiong (China). 

Team (men): Indonesia 

Doubles (men): RIdry Subagda and Rexy Mainaky 
(Indonesia) 

Singles (women): Kanako Yonekura (Japan) 
Doubles (women): Ge Fei and Gu Jun (China) 
Team (women): China 

Mixed doubles: Kim Dong-Moon and La Kyung- 
Jin (South Korea) 

BILLIARDS & SNOOKER 

Carom: Akio Shimada (Japan) 

Double eight-ball (men): Lai Chia-Hsiung and 
Chang Hao-Ping (Chinese-Taipei) 

Single billiard: Ashok Shandilya (India) 

Double nine-ball: Romeo Villaneuva and Gandy 
Valle (Philippines) 

Single eight-ball (men): Chao Fong-Pang 
(Chinese-Taipei) 

Single nine ball (men): Shun-Ching Yang 
(Chinese-Taipei) 

Double billiards: Geet Sethi and Ashok Shandilya 
(India) 

Single snooker: Shokat All (Pakistan) 

Snooker (nwn's doubles): Sam Chong and Ooi 
Chin-Kay (Malaysia) 

Team: Hong Kong 

BASEBALL 

Men; South Korea 

BASKETBALL 

Men: China 
Women: Japan 


I 

i 

1 

{ 

t 

i 

i 

! 

i 


Women 

100m; Li Xuemi (China) 

200m: DamayanthI Darsha (Sri Lanka) 

400m: DamayanthI Darsha (Sri Lanka) 

BOOm; Jyotirmoyee Sikdar (India) 

ISOOm: Jyotirmoyee Sikdar (India) 

SOOOm: Supriati Sutono (Indonesia) 

10000m: Yuko Kawakami (Japan) 

4x100m relay: China (Liang Yi. Yan Jiankui, Li Yaii 
and Li Xuemei) - new Asian Games record: 43.36 
sec, old: 43.85 seconds 
4x400m relay: China 

100m hurdles: Olga Shishlgina (Kazakhstan) 
400m hurdles: Natalya Torshina (Kazakhstan) 
High jump: Yoko Ota (Japan) 

Triple jump: Ren Ruiping (China) 

Long jump: Guan Yingnan (China) 

Pole vault: Cai Weiyan (China) 

Shot put: LlMeisu (China) 

Discus throw: Luan Zhili (China) 

Javelin: LeeYong-Sun (South Korea) 

10 km walk: Liu Hongyu (China) 

Heptathlon; Sheng Shengfei (China) 

Marathon: Naoko Takahashi (Japan) 


BOWLING 

Singles (men): Luing-Fv Wu (Chinese-Taipei) 
Grand master: Hui Cheung-Kwok (Hong Kong) 
Singles (women): Lee Ji-Yean (South Korea) 
Doubles (women): South Korea 
Doubles (men): Chinese-Taipei 
Team of five (men): Chinese-Taipei 
Team of five (women): Chinese-Taipei 
Master Grand (men): Kwak-Chong Hui (Hong 
Kong) 

Master Grand (women): Chou Miao-Lin (Chinese- 
Tapei 

Trios men: Thailand 
Trios women: Chinese-Taipei 


BOXING 

48 kg; Suban Punnon (Thailand) 

54 kg: N.G. Dingko (India) 

60 kg: Pongsit Wiangwesas (Thailand) 
67 kg: Parkpoom Jangphonak (Thailand) 
75 kg: Burba Vyacheslav (Kazakhstan) 
91 kg: Ruslan Chagaev (Uzbekistan) 


Light welterweight: Mahamatkodir Abdullaev : 
(Uzbekistan) i 

Light middleweight: Yermakhan Ibraimov ' 
(Kazakhstan) ' 

Light heavyweight: Sergey Mihaylov (Uzbekistan) ' 
Super heavyweight: Mukhtarkkan Dildabekov ; 
(Kazakhstan) 

Flyweight: Pramuansak Phosuwan (Thailand) 
Featherweight: Somiuck Kamsing (Thailand) 

CANOEING 

Men 

Cl 500m: K. Nurmaganbetov (Kazakhstan) 

C2 500m: K. Negodyayev and Sergey Sergeyev 
(Kazakhstan) 

K1 500m: Yevgeny Yegorov (Kazakhstan) 

K2 SOOm; Dmitry Torlopov and D. Kaitenberger 
(Kazakhstan) 

Cl 1000m: Meng Guanliang (China) 

C2 lOQOm: Kazakhstan 

K1 1000m: Sergey Sergin (Kazakhstan) 

K2 lOOOm; Kazakhstan 
K4 1000m: Uzbekistan 

i 

Women 

K1 500m: Tayana Sergina (Kazakhstan) 

K2 500m: Gao Beibei and Zhong Hongyan (China) 
K4 SOOm: China 

CYCLING 

Men 

1 km time trial: Ji Sung-Hwan (South Korea) 

Four km individual pursuit: Vadim Kravchenko 
(Kazakhstan) 

Four km pursuit (team): South Korea 
Sprint: Yuichiro Kamiyama (Japan) 

40 km points race: Sergey Lavrenenko 
(Kazakhstan) 

50 km individual time trial: G. Mizbani Iranagh 
(Iran) I 

200 km road race: Wong Kam Po (Hong Kong) > 
Downhill; P. Komgsamut (Thailand) 

Cross-country: Akihito Udagawa (Japan) 

Women 

3 km individual pursuit: Wang QIngzhi (China) > 
3 km pursuit (team): China. 

Road race: Banna Kumfu (Thailand) 

Sprint; Wang Yhn (China) 

25 km individual time trial: Zhao Haijuan (China) i 
Downhill: Sachiko Kamakura (Japan) 

DIVING 

Platform (men): Liang Tian (China) | 

3m sprln^oard (nwn): Yilin Zhou (China) 
Platform (women): Yuyan Cai (China) 

3m springboard (women): JIng JIng Guo (China) I 

EQUESTRIAN [ 

Individual dressage; Sun Jung-Kyun and Any CaU r 
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(South Korea) 

Team dressage open: South Korea 
Thras^sy event: Ikko Murakami (Japan) 
Three-day event (team): Thailand 
Individual show jumping; Jin Kanno/Sllver 
Melody (Japan) 

Team show jumping: Japan 

FENCING 

Men 

Epee; Yang Roy-Sung (South Korea) 

Epee (team): South Korea 
individual foil; Wang Hai-Bin (China) 

Foil (team): China 
Sabre: Guo Rong (China) 

Sabre (team); South Korea 

Women 

Individual epee: Ko Jung-Sun (South Korea) 

Epee (team): China 

Individual foil: Xiao Ai-Hua (China) 

Foil (team): South Korea 

FOOTBALL 

Men; Iran 
Women; China 

GYMNASTICS 

Team (men); China 
Team (women): China 

ARTISTIC GYMNASTICS 
Men 

Individual all-round: Huang Xu (China) 

Floor exerciae: Yang Wei (China) 

Parallel bars: Li Xiaopeng (China) 

Pommel horse: Su-Kil Pae (N. Korea) 

Rings: Amornthep Unchai (Thailand) 

Horizontal bar: Zhang Jingjin (China) 

Vault: Yeo Hong-Chul (South Korea) 

Women 

Individual all-round: Liu Xuan (China) 

Vault; Kui Yuanyuan (China) 

I Beam: Liu Xuan (China) 

I Uneven Bars: Bi Wenjing (China) 

Floor exercise: Xu Jing (China) 

RHYTHMIC GYMNASTICS 
Team: China 

Ind. All Round: XiaoJIng Zhou 

GOLF 

Women: Lu Hsiao-Chuan (Chinese-Talpei) 

Teem: Chinese-Taipei 
Man: Tomohiro Kondo (Japan) 

Team; Japan 

HANDBALL 

Men: South Korea 
Women: South Korea 

HOCKEY 

I Men: India 
Wbmen: South Korea 


JUDO 

Men 

60 kg: Kazuhiko Tokuno (Japan) 

66 kg: Yukimasa Nakamura (Japan) 

73 kg; Haliun Boldbaatar (Mongolia) 

81 kg: Choo In-Chul (South Korea) 

90 kg; Yoo Sung-Yeon (South Korea) 
Under-100 kg: Kosei Inoue (Japan) 

Over-100 kg: Shinichi Shinohara (Japan) 

Women 

48 kg; Tomoe Makabe (Japan) 

52 kg; Kye Sun-Hui (North Korea) 

57 kg: Khishigbat Erdenet-Od (Mongolia) 

63 kg: Wang Xianbo (China) 

70 kg: Lim Jung-Sook (South Korea) 

78 kg; Ling Tang (China) 
over-78 kg; Yuan Hua (China) 

KABADDI 

Men: India 

KARATEDO 

Men 

Kata: Ryoki Abe (Japan) 

Upto 55 kg (men); Chandra M. (Malaysia) 
Upto 70 kg (men): Rajoo Muniandy (Malaysia) 
Kumite; over-75 kg: Jaber Alhammad (Kuwait) 
Upto 75 kg: Aii-Reza Katiraai (Iran) 

Upto 65 kg: Narazaki Norihido (Japan) 

Women 

Kata; Atsuko Wakai (Japan) 

Kumite: upto 53 kg; Eri Fujtoka (Japan) 
Under^60 kg: Li Wan-Yu (Chinese-Taipei) 
Over-60 kg: Izumi Nabeki (Japan) 

Upto 60 kg: Sygmondin A. (Indonesia) 

ROWING 

HPL2X: China 
HPL4: China 
H1X: CaiYukun (China) 

FPL1X; Ou Shaoyan (China) 

FPL4X: China 

HPL1X: Hua Lingjun (China) 

H2X; China 

H4: China 

FPL2X: China 

FIX: Zhang Xiuyun (China) 

F4; China 

RUGBY FOOTBALL 

7 A SIDE 
Men: South Korea 
15 A SIDE 
Men: South Korea 

SEPAKTAKROW 

Team men; Thailand 
Team women; Thailand 
Regu men: Ttwlland 
Regu women; Myanmar 
Circle men: Thailand 


Circle women: Thailand 

SHOOTING 

Men 

Air Pistol: Dan Xu (China) 

Air Pistol (team): China 

Free Pistol: Guchsha Vladmir (Kazakhstan) 

Free Pistol (team): North Korea 

Free Rifle: Cai Yalin (China) 

Free Rifle (team): Thailand 
Skeet; Sergy Yaluhin (Kazakhstan) 

Skeet (team): Kuwait 

Ind Trap: Al-Deehani Fehaid (Kuwait) 

Trap (team): Kuwait 

Double Trap; Hu-Bing Yuan (China) 

Double trap (team): China 

Sp Rifle Prone: Igor Pirekeev (Turkmenistan) 

Sp Rifle Prone (team); Thailand 

Rapid Fire Pistol: Zhang Penghut (China) 

Rapid Fire Pistol (team): China 

Free Rifle 3P: Ning Lijia (China) 

Free Rifle 3P (team): China 
Air RHIe: Cai Yalin (China) 

Centre Fire Pistol: Park Byung-Taek (South 
Korea) 

Central Fire Pistol (team): North Korea 
Standard Pistol (team): North Korea 

Women 

Air Pistol; Dina Aspandiyarova (Kazakhstan) 

Air Pistol (team): China 

Free rifle: Kim Jung-Mi (South Korea) 

Double Trap: Gao E (China) 

Double Trap (team); China 
Sp Rifle Prone; Wang Xian (China) 

Sp Rifle Prone (team); Japan 
Sp Rifle 3P: Shan Flong (China) 

Sp Rifle 3P (team): China 
Sport Pistol: Cai Yeqing (China) 

Sport Pistol (team): China 

Air Rifle: Kim Jung-Mi (South Korea) 

Air Rifle (team); Thailand 

SOFTBALL 

Men; China 
Women: China 

SOFT TENNIS 

Men Doubles; Kuo Hsu-Tung and Fang Tung-Hsein 
(Chinese-Taipei) 

Team; South Korea 

Women doubles; Kang Ji-Sook and Lee Mi-Kyung 
(South Korea) 

Team: South Korea 

SQUASH 

Men; Zaraq Jahan (Pakistan) 

Women; Nicol-Ann David (Malaysia) 

SWIMMING 

Men 

50m freestyle: Jiang Chengji (China) 

100m backstroke: Keng-Liat Lim (Malaysia) 
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’ loom bunerfiy: Takashi Yamamoto (Japan) 
100m freestyle: Shunsuke Ito (Japan) 

! 100m breaststroke: Zeng Oiliang (China) 

200m butterfly: Takashi Yamamoto (Japan) 

: 200m individual medley; Xiong Guoming (China) 
' 200m freestyle: Yosuke Ichikawa (Japan) 

' 200m backstroke: Fu Yong (China) 

[ 200m breaststroke Zhu Yi (China) 

' 400m freestyle: Torlap Sethsothorn (Thailand) 

; 400m individual medley: Takahiro Mori iJapani 
i 4x100m metre medley relay: Japan 
! 4x100m freestyle relay: Japan 
I 4x200m freestyle relay; Japan 
i 1500m freestyle: Masato Hirano (Japan) 

j Women 

I 50m freestyle: Shan Ying (China) 

; 100m freestyle: Shan Yin,, (Chmai 
j 100m backstroke; Tomoko Hagiwaia (Japan i 
i 100m butterfly: A^'an Aoyrama (Japan) 

I 100m breaststroke: Mabami Tanaka (Japan) 
i 200m freestyle: Tsai Shn-Min (Chineso-Ta'pen 
I 800m freestyle: Chen Hua (China) 
i 200m backstroke; Tomoko Hagiwara (Japan) 

! 200m butterfly: Cho Hee-Yeon iSouth Korea) 

I 200m individual medley; Wu Yany.m iCiii'ia; 

^ 400m freestyle: Chen noa iChifi.n 
' 400m individual medley; Ya'jono Tj|,rna 'Japan; 

I 4x100m medley relay; Japan 
; 4x100m freestyle relay: Crima 
J 4x200m freestyle relay; Ctima 

: SYNCHRONISED SWIMMING 

) Solo; Miya Tachibana (Japan) 

[ Duet; Miya Tachibana and Miho Takoda i Japan) 

I TABLE TENNIS 

; Men 

I Singles: Kim Taek-Soo (South Korea) 
t Team: China 

j Doubles: Kong Linhui and Liu Guolianq (China) 

I 

: Women 

I Singles; Wang Nan (China) 
j Doubles: Li Ju and Wang Nan (China) 

I Team; China 
i Mixed doubles: China 

TAEKWONDO 

Men 

Featherweight: Kang Nam-Won (South Korea) 
Flyweight: Ho Nhat-Thong (Vietnam) 

' Lightweight: Kim Byung-Uk (Soutti Korea) 

; Bantamweight: Mehdi Bibak (Iran) 

I Heavyweight: Kim Je-Gyoung (South Korea) 
j Middleweight: Kang Dong-Kuk (South Korea) 

Fin weight; Park Heo-Kang (South Korea) 

{ Welterweight; Ryu Keun Moo (South Korea) 

Women 

Featherweight: Chen Yi-An (Chincse-Taipei) 

Fin ureight; Jang Jung-Eun (South Korea) 
Middleweight: Lee Hee- Young (South Korea) 
Flyweight: Tang Hui-Wen (Chinese-Taipei) 
Lightweight: Hsu Chih-Ling (Chinese-Taipei) 


Bantamweight: Lee Ji-Won (South Korea) 
Welterweight: Cho Hyang-Mi (South Korea) 
Heavyweight: Jung Myoung-Sook (South Korea) 

TENNIS 

Men 

Team: South Koiea 

Singles; Yoori Vong-ll (South Koiea) 

Doubles; Paradorn Srichaphan and Narathorn 
Snchaphan (Thailand) 

Women 

Team; Chmese-Taipei 
Singles; Yayuk Babuki ^Indonesia) 

Doubles; China 

Mixed doubles: Satoshi Iwabucln and Nana Miyagi 
(Japan) 

VOLLEYBALL 

Men 

Team; Chuu 

Singles; Pra^eit Panturat (Thailand) 

Doubles: China 
Women 
Team: CIi.i.j 

Singles: Lee J.-iorr, (South Kcio'ji 
Doubles; South Koiea 

WATERPOLO 

Men: Ka/ ikhstaii 

WEIGHTLIFTING 

Men 

56 kg; l.an Shi^ang (China) 

62 kg: Le Maosheng (China) 

69 kg: Kim Hak-Bong (South Korea) 

77 kg: Zhan Xugang (China) 

85 kg; Shahin Nassarinia (Iran) 

94 kg: Audrey Makarov (Kazakhstan) 

105 kg. Cui V/enhua (China) 

Over-105 kg: Kim Tae-Hyun (South Korea) 

Women 

48 kg: uu Xiuliua iChinai 

53 kg: Yang Xia (China) 

58 kg: Chen Yanqing (China) 

63 kg- Lei Li (China) Second Karnam Malleswari 
(India) 

69 kg: Sun Tianni (China) 

75 kg: Wci Xiangying (China) 
over 75 kg: Ding Meiyauan (China) 

WRESTLING (Greco Roman) 

54 kg: Sim Kwon-Ho (South Korea) 

58 kg: Kim In-Sub (South Korea) 

63 kg: Choi Sang-Sun (South Korea 
69 kg: Son Sang-Pil (South Korea) 

76 kg; Bakhtiyar Baiseitoy (Kazakhstan) 

85 kg: Park Myung-Suk (South Korea) 

97 kg: Sergey Matviyento (Kazakhstan) 

130 kg; Mehdi Sabzali (Iran) 


WRESTLING (Free Style) 

54 kg: Oong-Ju Jin (North Korea) 

58 kg: Ri Yongsarn (North Korea) 

63 kg: Sung-Tae Jong (South Korea) 

69 kg: Amir Tavakclian (Iran) 

76 kg: Jae-Eui Moon (Soutti Korea) 

85 kg. All Reza Hcidari (Iran) 

97 kg: Jadidi Aboas (Iran) 

130 kg: Ali Reza Rezaei (Iran) , 

WUSHU 

Men 

Taijiquan: Chan Ming-Shu (Chinese-Taipoi) 
Nanquan: Lang Rongbiao (China) 

Changquan Z-Even C.: Wu Gang (China) 

52 kg & below: Xmg Zhijie (China) 

56 kg; Zheng Kunyori (China) 

60 kg; Sun Xunchang (Ctuii.'ii 
65 kg: You Baiigineng iCh.nai 

70 kg; Xido Xiaobariij (China' 

Women 

Taijiquan; Gao Jiarnm (China) 

Changquan 3'Event C.: Lu Oinghua (China) 
Nanquan: Ng Siu-f tiiiig iHuin; K.'i••.)) 

YACHTING 

Men 

420; S'liqapcit' 

470: Soutti Kurt.j 

IMCO Heavy: Kinio Motoka/ii i.J.qMir. 

Mistral; Arun Hoinraruen (Thailano; 

Laser: Kim ho-Kon (South Korea) 

Optimist; Chae Bong-jm (South Korea) 

Heavy Board; Suhaimee Moohammadkasem 
(Thailand) 

Lightboard: Zhou Yuanyuo (China) 

Open Enterprise: South Korea 

Open Super Moth: Oamrongsak Vongtim 

(Thailand) 

Open OK: Jin Hong-Chul (South Korea) 

Women 
420: Singapore 
470: China 

Europe: Ztiang Hong (China) 

Mistral: Loe Lai-Shan (Hong Kong) 

Optimist: Kim Suk-Kyong (South Korea) 

IMCO Heavy men: Sulaksane Oka (Indonesia) 


Final Medals Tally (first ten) 


Country 

G 

S 

B 

Total 

China 

129 

77 

68 

274 

South Korea 

65 

47 

52 

164 

Japan 

5^. 

61 

68 

181 

Thailand 

24 

26 

40 

90 

Kazakhstan 

24 

24 

30 

78 

Chinese-Taipei 

19 

17 

41 

77 

Iran 

10 

11 

13 

34 

N. Korea 

7 

14 

12 

33 

India 

7 

11 . 

17 

35 

Uzbekistan 

6 

22 

12 

40 
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ESSAY-WRITihG 


lAokforthe Exact Woid 


Writing to his distinguished pupil, 
Guy de Maupassant said: "Whatever may 
be the thing which one wishes to say, there 
is but one word for expressing it, only one 
verb to animate it, only one adjective to 
quality it. It is essential to search for this 
word, for this verb, for this adjective, until 
they are discovered, and to be satisfied 
with nothing else." 

The following suggestions can be 
tried with success: 

Choose the concrete word in pref¬ 
erence to the abstract. Concrete means 
that which can be perceived by one of 
the five senses. The fragrance of a rose 
is as concrete as cement for our 
purpose. 

If you want to see practical illustra¬ 
tions of concreteness in language, look 
at modern advertisements. A good ad¬ 
vertisement has a picture (usually 
pleasing) of the object advertised. You 
see it, taste or smell it, and you get the 
point. 

Sometimes it is necessary to use ab¬ 
stract terms when you are writing phi¬ 
losophy or something for heavy reading. 
We all use such abstractions as progress, 
civilisation, culture, and individualism. 
But if your word can arouse pictures, 
can make your reader see, hear, smell, 
touch, or taste, your thought will be 
understood and appreciated, otherwise 
not. 

Choose the specific word in prefer¬ 
ence to the vague. When you mean 
revolver, do not say weapon. When you 
mean "He entered a bank", do not say "He 
entered a building". Be specific. 

Avoid circumlocution and 
pretouion. Circumlocution is a "literary 
beating around the bush"; pretension is 
laying claim to more importance in your 
language than your thought warranlii. 
Nobody thinks more of his barber 


because the latter calls himself a tonsorial 
artist. 

Avoid trite expressions. Some ex¬ 
pressions were originally quite vivid 
and picturesque but, in the course of 
time, constant and excessive use has 
worn down their interest as well as 
their meaning. Such phrases are called 
cliches. "Tried and true", "conspicuous 
by their absence", "there's the rub", 
"filthy lucre", "too good to be true", 
"the fair sex", "pretty as a picture", 
"the bigger and better things", "like 
water off a duck's back". Stop using 
these old, limping veterans of 
vocabulary. 

Discriminate between slang and good 
usage. The Oxford English Dictionary de¬ 
fines slang as follows: 

"The special vocabulary used by any 
set of persons of a low or disreputable 
character; language of a low and vulgar 
type." 

Slang is always coming up to higher 
speech levels. Thus, highbrow, O.K., and 
flapper are now in fairly good usage, 
though at one time they were scoffed at. 
But the best argument against slang is that 
it is so picturesque and so popular that it 
is soon killed by its popularity, like a new 
film song. 

Practice of synonyms. You can de¬ 
velop your taste for the perfect word by 
conscious and constant practice without 
any book. Suppose you start with the word 
go. You do not w^nt to say go but go with 
difficulty. You can choose toddle, totter, 
shuffle, hobble, limb, or grope. A baby 
would toddle; a drunkard or very aged 
person would totter; a lazy, good-for- 
nodting would shuffle. 

If you want to express more 
vigour, you may choose stride, stalk, 
march, or walk. When your idea is 
one of carelessness in locomotion. 


you may choose saunter, stroll, 
ramble, or promenade. Lightness of 
step can be expressed by dance, trip, 
skip, or leap. 

Poe used the expression 
sulphurous lustre for a glimmering in 
the dungeon. 

Robert Louis Stevenson relates that 
he was accustomed to carrying two books 
in his pocket: a word of literature and a 
notebook. Whenever he read anything 
that particularly pleased him, he 
immediately tried to imitate either the 
thought or style of the selection. Thus, at 
various times he aped the style of Diaries 
Lamb, Samuel Johnson, Addison, and 
others. 

You may hear a writer criticized for 
displaying this very thing, for betraying 
his indebtedness to his models. 
However, one cannot be original until 
one has mastered the styles of his 
predecessors. It is better to be a good i 
imitator of Charles Lamb, than to be "a 
mute, inglorious Milton", which means 
a poet as great as Milton, but unable to 
express himself. 

Translating from any language into 
English, searching always for the best En¬ 
glish expression, is excellent vocabulary 
practice. Many people can write words 
which they cannot use in speech. The rea- 
' son is psychological. The lips, tongue, and 
palate, known as the organs of articula- 
tion, do not know how it feels to express 
the sounds and they cannot. The first few 
times your tongue may beconw twisted. 
But practice in this field, as in any odie^ 
makes perfect. 

Knowing all these suggestions you 
must not feel that your quest for the per¬ 
fect word is ended. Building a 
vocabulary require constant effort. Itis^ 
never too late to begin, and never time 
to stop. 


FEBRUARY *89 COMPETITION MASTER EM 



OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 



; USAGE 

I Spotting Enors (1-10) 

: Read the following sentences carefully 

, and find out the error, if any, in any one 
■ part of the sentence (a, b, c and d). In case 
you don't find the error, your answer will 
. be (e). 

1. Total indifference shows(fl) lack of 
' awareness(^) sensitivity and interest{c) in 

one’s work.(d) No error.(e) 

2. She could not(a) yet acclimatize 
hcrsctf(f)) with the strange conditions(c) of 
this house.(d) No error.{e) 

3. Both the form and $ubstance(a) of 
what he says(ti) about his life and work(c) 
testify about a great reserve of inner 
energy.(d) No crror.(f) 

L No sooner did the curtain risefa) 
then the spectators got upfb) in their seats(c) 
to have a glimpse of their beloved leader.(ii) 
No error.(f) 

5. Hardly had the speaker(a) finished 
speaking(i)) when the light went off(c) and 
there was a complete pandemonium.((/) No 
error.(e) 

6. When you will review(a) your own 
; marriage(b) you will realise(c) the truth of 

what I am saying.(d) No error.(e) 

7. In a country like our(a) the legal, 
social and economic conditior»(l)) push the 
problem of child labour(c) into the 
background.(d) No error.(f) 

8.1 sat down(a) to write my essay(b) 
but found(c]| I was completely without 
inspiration.((l) No error.(e) 

.. 9. llitely does any party(a) bother to 
attach any unportance to(h) the economic 
I pteblems afflicting the economy(c) let 
alone acknowledging them.(d) No 
error.(e) 

10. Vk may have lo(a) await for a new 
political order(i>) to restructure our 
economy(c) by adopting a model of de- 
v^lopprent closer to our needs.(d) No 
: erro^e) 



Sentence Improvement (11-15) 

Read the following sentences and find 
out if there is any scope to improve the un¬ 
derlined part of each sentence. If you find/feel 
no improvement is required, the ansioer will 
be (d). 

11. Hie renewed spurt in violence has 
sent shivers down the spines of even those 
inured to such killing s. 

(а) those even inured into such 
killings. 

(б) even those inured with such 
killings. 

(c) those even inured to such 
killings. 

(d) No improvement required 

12. Attempts to make peace among 
the two sides have been of little use. 

(a) between the two sides 

(b) between two sides 

(c) among two sides 

(d) No improvement required 

13. Some ministers have even gifted 
the firearms to friends and relations. Isn't 
ill 

(а) Aren't they? 

(б) Didn't they? 

(c) Haven't they? 

id) No improvement required 

14. A crux of the matter is that any 
settlement should take care of the de¬ 
mands of both the consumers and farm¬ 
ers. 

(a) the crux off the matter 

(b) the crux of the matter 

(c) die crux into the matter 

(d) No improvemoit required ' 

15. The convergence of t^hnologies 
will also dictatehow lastly Ihe home conh 
puter market grows: 

(a) how that fast the home com¬ 
puter 

(b) however fast the home com¬ 
puter. 

(c) how fast die honw computnr:v>'^< 

(fO Noimprovemaitrequiitti • * 


Synonyms (16-20) 

I« the following sentences,pr each un¬ 
derlined word or expression, pur choices are 
given. Select the one that is the nearest in 
mainingpr the underlined word or expression 
and that will be your answer. 

16. The security forces have 
launched massive combing operations 
to thwart the nefarious designs of mili¬ 
tants. 

(a) fail ■ (b) confuse 

(c) oppose (if) foil 

17. Strange ate the ways of politics 
which compel even close relations to gun 
for each other. 

(a) kill (b) attack 

(c) injure (tf) humiliate 

18. He was found guilty of a serious 
dereliction of duty. 

(a) refusal 

(b) disobedience 

(c) indifference 

(d) failure 

19. He got workedup about something 
so trivial and foolish. 

(a) enraged - 

(b) inspired 

(c) encouraged 

(if) irritated ' 

20. The gitards were sadistic beasts ' 
and their leader the devil incarnate. . 

(a) inf^fulform 

(b) in deceptive shape 

(c) in human form 

(d) in deformed state 

Antonyms (21-25) 

In the following sentences, preach un¬ 
derlined w^, pUT options are giveh. ')bu are 
required to cho^ the word Qfat conveys oppo¬ 
site meaningpr the underlined word and Hut 
uhU be your answer. 

21. In order to be pragmattej-the for¬ 
mat of the undergraduate coui^aeeds to 
betemriddled. 

(a) imaginary ' 
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(b) unreal 

(c) unnatural 
{d) impractical 

22. A doctor from north London adi 
mitted that he helped ten patients to die at 
their request 

(a) denied 
(&) refused 
(c) challenged 

■ (d) disowned 

23. Much to his parents' disappoint¬ 
ment, their only son was very diffident 
about his talents. 

(a) vocal (b) angry 

(c) confident (d) diligent 

24. Smoking is injurious to the health 
of the people. 

(а) useful 

(б) beneficial 

(c) gainful 

(d) wholesome 

25. Predicting the future is always a 


(fl) secure 
(c) fruitful 


(b) harmless 
(d) safe 


Comprehension (26-35) 

Read the following passages carefully and 
answer the questions given below each passage. 
For each question, four possible answers are 
given. You are required to choose the one that 
is most appropriate to the question and that 
will be your answer. 

I 

Having a well-developed ego is im¬ 
portant for you because many attributes 
that contribute in a positive way to your 
career stem from your ego. These include 
confidence, ambition, self-motivation and 
others. But too many of us gamble with 
our careers, often without realising it be¬ 
cause we lose control of our egos. Because 
of the 'ego-barrier', we do not recognise 


our limitations, correct oiur mistakes on 
time or work well in teams. Without rein¬ 
ing in our egos we will not achieve our 
potential to convince others or take the 
right decisions. We may even fall a prey 
to others who exploit cmr ego by using 
flattery. 

26. How can people exploit our ego? 

(a) by not appreciating our talents 

(b) by failing to see our potential 

(c) by running us down in every 
matter 

(d) by using flattery 

27. How do we spoil our careers? 

(a) by losing control of our ego 

(b) by failing to realise our limita¬ 
tions 

(c) by resisting to develop our ego 

(d) None of these 

28. What do you understand by the 
term "ego-barrier"? 

(a) failure to convince offiers 

(b) failure to take right decisions 

(c) failure to flatter others 

(d) failure to recognise our limita¬ 
tions 


The death penalty is not a viable so¬ 
lution for tackling rape, a crime which 
reflects the prejudices of society against 
women and has complex socio-economic 
roots. The failure of the judicial machin¬ 
ery and the State institutions to punish 
rapists worsens the situation and has 
contributed to the rise in the number of 
cases. The fear of social ostracism and 
the treatment meted out to the victims 
by a biased legal and political system 
aggravates the agony. Outmoded laws 
have to be reformed and penalties for 
rapists rigorously and systematically en¬ 
forced by the courts and other law-en¬ 


forcing agencies. 

29. What factors arc responsible for 
rise in rape cases? 

(fl) indifferent State administrations 

(b) lack of quick trial and punish¬ 
ment to rapists ’ij 

(c) poor socio-economic status oij: 
the victims 

(d) high political connections of 
rapists 

30. The agony of the victim is wors- • 
ened by... 

(fl) biased legal and political system.. 

(b) absence of death penalty to 
rapists 

(c) fear of social boycott and iU- 
treatment of victim 

(d) none of these 

31. How can the growing incidents of 
rapes be checked? 

(fl) by introducing death punish¬ 
ment for the rapists ]. 

(b) by making courts and other ' 
agencies accountable 

(c) by empowering women in their 
socio-economic status 

(d) by reforming laws and enforc-' 
ing penalties 


Any strategy to put an end to the 
trade should involve trappers, buyers and 
retailers. And it must be done in a phased ' 
manner. A sudden ban on trapping and 
trading, with no concern for traditional 
trappers who have no other source of in¬ 
come, has served no purpose. Efforts are’’ 
called for at the grassroot level to reha-’ 
bilitate them and their tremendous 
knowledge on birds should be docu¬ 
mented. 

32. One of the following statements is' * 
correct: 
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(<) An end to trade in birds is not 
likely to succeed. 

(b) The strategy to end the trade 
should be given up. 

(c) The trade in birds by trappers, 
buyers and retailers should con¬ 
tinue. 

(d) The trade in birds should be 
harmed in a phased manner 

33. Where do the sympathies of the 
speaker lie? 

(a) with the trappers and traders 

(b) with the birds only 

(c) with traditional trappers with no 
other source of income 

(d) none of these 

34. How best can we use the services 
of trappers? 

(a) by resettling and documenting 
their knowledge 

(b) by leaving them to their fate 

(e) by offering them some alterna¬ 
tive source of income 

(d) by giving them some cash in¬ 
centives to start a new business 

35. The Speaker's aim seems to be... 

(a) strict enforcement of anti-trap¬ 
ping laws 

(2>) rehabilitation of trappers, trad¬ 
ers and concern for birds 

(c) non-interference in the tradi¬ 
tional vocation of trappers and 
traders 

(d) publicity for himself 

Re«arranging sentences in natural 
sequence (3i^40) 

fn the following questions, you are re¬ 
quired to re-arrange parts of each sentence 
(a, b, c and d) in their natural sequence or 
order. 

36. (fl) the leadership which created 

such spectacular results 

(6) how the Japanese top manage¬ 
ment provided 

(c) will do well to study 

(d) young entrants to companies 
in India 

(a) d c a b (b) d b a c 

(c) dabc (<0 deb a 

37. (a) by which you do what is right 

(b) the first quality required for 
leadership is 

(c) therefore a self-discipline 

(d) and what you would expect 
your subordinates to do 
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(a) bed a (b) bacd 
(c) bdac (d) bead 

38. (a) the mobilisation of the people. 

(b) and their participation in tiie 
social and political processes 

(c) the ultimate solution of the 
problem is 

(d) through the gradual emergence 
of prosperity 

(fl) c a d b (b) c b a d 
(c) cabd (d) cdba 

39. (fl) however 

(b) having said that 

(c) which generates flawless nar¬ 
ratives with consummate 
ease 

(d) nobody can question man's 
power of description 

(a) bdea 

(b) b a d c 

(c) b a c d 

(d) bdac 

40. (a) it not only provides you 

(b) how to be creative in advertis¬ 
ing 

(c) flowing by showing you 

(d) rare insights but actually gets 
your creative juices 

(a) acbd 

(b) a b d c 

(c) a d c b 

(d) adbc 

Filling the blanks (41-50) 

In the following passages some spaces have 
left blank. For each blank space, three words 
are given. You are required to choose the right 
word to fill up the blank and that will be your 
answer. 

Several witnesses have reportedly.... 

41. (a) indicated 

(b) pointed 

(c) testified 

to having spotted a motorbike closely rac¬ 
ing. 

42. (fl)near 

(b) widi 

(c) along 

die Mercedes and that it was still with the 
car what it neared the.... 

43. (a) lane. 

(b) link-road. 

(c) tunnel. 

Tltia might have forced the driver to go 
into the tunnel and speed ' I 


44. (a) up. 

(b) away. 

(c) into. 

He could not branch off to the right, which 
was the direct.... 

45. (a) route 

(b) road 

(c) diversion 
to his destination. A 

46. (a) passerby • 

(b) witness 

(c) onlooker 

has reportedly told the inquiry magistrate 
that he was.... 

47. (a) out-witted 

(b) overtaken 

(c) over-looked 

by the speeding Mercedes and tlien he saw 
a motorcycle with two persons on it also.... 

48. (a) running 

(b) driving . 

(c) racing 

behind the car. His most damaging state¬ 
ment is that he spotted the car.... 

49. (a) weaving 

(b) turning 

(c) moving 

from left to right when the motorcycle.... 

50. (a) approached 

(b) neared 

(c) hit 
it. 

ANSWERS 

1. (b) 'a lack of awareness'. 

2. (c) 'to the strange conditions'. 

3. (d) 'testify to a great reserve....'. 

4. (b) 'than the spectators got up'. 

5. (e) No error. 

6. (a) 'when you review'. 

7. (a) 'In a country like ours'. 

8. (e) No error. 

9; Id) 'let alone acknowledge them'. 

10. (b) 'wait for or await....' 

11. (<0 12. (a) 13. (c) 14. (b) 

15. (c) 16. (d) 17. (b) 18. (d) 

19. (q) 20. (c) 21. ((f) 22. (a) 

23. (c) 24. (b) 25. (d) 26. (d) 

27. (a) 28. (d) 29. (by 30. (c) 

31. (d) 32. ((f) 33. (c) 34. (a) 

38. (a) 

42-(c) 
tt;,(b) 
so: (b) 


35. (b) 36. ((f) 37. (d) 

39. (b) 40. (c) 41. (c) 

43. (b) 44. (a) 45. (a) 

47. (b) 48. (c) 49. (a) 
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The questions %iven in this feature were set in West Bengal 
Public Service Commission (Miscellaneous Recruitment Services) 
Examination held on May 24, 1998. 

We are grateful to Sarvshri Naushad Hussain, Mohd Arshad 
Alam and Sumit Sarkar, all from Calcutta and Anupam Sahu of 
Burdwan for sending these questions. 

1. The first general election on the basis of universal adult 
suffrage was held in: 

(fl) 1947 (b) 1950 (c) 1952 (d) 1956 

2. The abolition of untouchability in the Indian Constitution 
comes under: 

(fl) the right to equality 

(b) the right against exploitation 

(c) cultural and educational rights 

(d) right to freedom 

3. The Constitution of India is framed .by the: 

(fl) British Parliament 

(b) Constituent Assembly of India 

(c) Members of the then Provincial Legislature 

(d) People of India 

4. Tbe Preamble to the Constitution of India is: 

(a) a grand declaration 

(b) legally enforceable 

(c) a part of the Constitution 

(d) a key to the understanding of the Constitution 

5. Right to Freedom in India is guaranteed by: 

(a) Article 14 (b) Article 15 

(c) Article 19 (d) Article 21 

6. Hie Directive Principles of State Policy in India follow 
similar provisions of the Constitution of: 

(fl) Britain (b) Soviet Union 

(c) Ireland (d) U.S.A. 

7. The Vice-President of India is elected by: 

(fl) the people 

(b) the members of Parliament and State Legislatures 

(c) the members of Rajya Sabha 

(d) an electoral college consistktg of the memebrs of both 
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha 

^ India is called a 'Republic' because: 

^(fl) Ministers hold the office during the pleasure of the 
President 

(b) Mkisters are responsible to Parliament 

(c) Q^e of the President of India is elective 

(d) Praple of India are politically sovereign 

9. In th^ matter of distribution oflegislative powers between 
the Centie an4 States in India the residuary power is vested in 
I the: 

(«)■ States (ft),iZentre 


(c) Both the Centre and States (d) President 

10. The Judges of the Supreme Court of India are appointed 
by the President of India in consultation with the: 

(fl) Prime Minister (b) Council of Ministers 

(c) Chief Justice of India 

(d) Speaker of the Lok Sabha 

11. In case of constitutional disputes between the 
Government of India and the State Governments, the Supreme 
Court has: 

(fl) advisory jurisdiction (6) appellate jurisdiction 

((Original jurisdiction (d) no jurisdiction 

12. The members of the State Public Service Commission is: 
(fl) appointed by ti\e President 

(b) elected by the State Legislature 

(c) appointed by the Governor 

(d) nominated by the Chairman of the P.S.C. 

13. Megasthenes was the ambassador of: 

(fl) Alexander (b) Seleucus 

(c) Darius (d) Cyrus 

14. The Mughal dynasty in India was founded in: 

(fl) 1526 (l») 1536 (c) 1546 (d) 1556 

15. The first modem Indian was: 

(fl) Michael Madhusudan Dutta 

(b) Raja Rammohan Roy 

(c) Iswar Ch Vidyasagar (d) Keshab Ch Sen 

16. Subhas Ch Bose was re-elected the President of the Indian 
Natiotal Congress in 1939 defeating: 

(a) C. Rajagopalachari (b) Jawaharlal Nehru 

(c) Pattabhi Sitaramaiya 

(d) Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 

17. The capital of Australia is: 

(fl) Sidney (b) Melbourne 

(c) Perth (d) Canberra 

18. Which country is called the 'Land of the Rising 

(fl) China (b) Japan 

(c) Korea (d) Vietnam 

19. On which river does Ujjain stand? 

(fl) Narmada (b) Tapti 

(c) Sipra (d) oiambal 

20. 'A Suitable Boy' is written by: 

(fl) Upamanyu Chatterjee (b) Bikram Seth 

(c) Arundhati Roy 

(d) Gayatri Chakraborty ^ivak 

21. 'Life Divine' was written by: 

(fl) Swam! Vivekananda (b) Sri Aurobindo 

(c) Rabindranath Tagore (d) Nirad C. Chaudhury 

22. Who said the wor^: 'To be or not to be, that is the 
question"? 
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(a) Hamlet in ^kespeare's drama Hamlet 

(b) Brutus in Shakespeare's Julius Caesar 

(c) Othello in Shakespeare's Othello 

(d) Lady Macbeth in Shakespeare's Macbeth. 

23. What is the width of a football goal? 

(a) eight yards (b) nine yards 

(c) seven yards (d) ten yards 

24. The term "double fault" is associated with: 

(a) Squash (i) Rugby 

Tennis (d) Long Jump 

25. Who among the following was selected as the 'Man of 
the Series' in the Independence Cup played at Dacca in 1998? 

(a) Sachin Tendulkar (b) Md Azharuddin 

(c) Saklain Mushtaq (d) Saurav Ganguly 

• 26. The 1997 Dada Saheb Phalke Award has gone to : 

(a) Shivaji Ganeshan (b) Gemini Ganeshan 

(c) Kamal Hasan (rf) Amitabh Bachchan 

27. Debasri Roy was awarded the honour of best actress 
and President's Medal for her acting in Ac Film: 

(a) Dadar Kirti (b) 19 April 

(c) Tahader KaAa (d) 36 Chowringhee Lane 

28. Who directed the all-time famous movie called "Megha 
Dhaka Tara"? 

(a) Satyajit Ray (b) Mrinal Sen 

(c) Tapan Sinha (d) Ritwik Ghatak 

29. Name the only Indian Prime Minister who never faced 
the Parliament during his tenure: 

(fl) Atal Behari Vajpayee 

(b) Chaudhury Charan Singh 

(c) Chandrasekhar 

(d) ViswanaA Pratap Smgh 

30. Bronchitis is the abnormality of: 

(a) Liver (b) Respiratory tract 

(c) Kidney (d) Blood 

31. Name In^'s first aircraft carrier which has been recently 
decommissioned: 

(a) INS Vikrant (b) INS Prahar 

(c) INS Ghariyal (d) INS Viraat 

32. Which one of Ae following was the political party 
formed by lnuan Khan A Pakistan? 

(a) Jamat-e-Islam 

(b) Muslim League 

(c) Tehreek-e-Asaf 

(d) Pakistan People's Party 

33. Asian Games 1974 was held at: 

(fl) Teheran (b) Bangkok 

(c) Tokyo (d) Jakarta 

34. The First CommonwealA Games was held at: 

(fl) Hamilton (Canada) (b) London {U.K.) 

(c) Sydney (Australia) 

(d) Auckland (New 2^aland) 

35. 'Butterfly' is a term associated wiA: 

(fl) Badminton (b) Table Tenttis 

(c) Swimming (d) Tennis 

t 
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36. 'Bishop' is a term associated wiA: 

(fl) Chess {6) Golf 

(c) Polo (d) Billiard 

37. The World Cup Hockey 1975 was won by: 

(fl) Pakistan (b) India 

(c) Holland (d) Australia 

38. Tunku Abdul Rahman Cup' is associated with: 

(fl) Football (b) Badmmton • 

(c) Hockey (d) Cricket 

39. National Sports Day is observed on: 

(a) August 20 (b) August 29 

(c) November 14 (d) September 5 

40. The Olympic emblem is composed of five intertwined 
rmgs each of a different colour to recall Ae live contments of 
which Asia is represented by: 

(fl) Red (b) Green (c) Blue (d) Yellow 

41. Durand Cup 1997 was won by: 

(fl) J.C.T. (b) T.F.A. 

(c) F.C. Cochin (d) Mohun Bagan 

42. Adia's first medal in Athletics at the 12A Asian Gamt's 
won by SAny Wilson was A: 

(fl) 100 M (b) 200 M (c) 800 M (d) 400 M (H) 

43. Ronaldo is associated with: 

(fl) Football (b) Basketball 

(c) Baseball (d) Volleyball 

44. Ali Akbar Khan is famous artist of: 

(fl) Santoor (b) Sarode 

(c) Sitar ((/) Tabla 

45. Music A Satyajit Ray's Pal/ter Pancimli is composed by: 

(fl) Ravi Shankar (b) Bahadur Khan 

(c) S.D. Burman (d) Hemanta Mukherjee 

46. Who is accorded the prestige of introducing Chazal in 
Bengali Music? 

(fl) D.L. Roy (b) Manna Dey 

(c) Kaiti Nazrul Islam (d) Himangsu Datta 

47. Bflng/flr Mali Banglar ]al was written by Rabindranath 
durAg: 

(fl) Anti-Partition movement ‘ 

(b) Non-Cooperation movement 

(c) Khilafat movement ^ 

(d) Qml Adia movement 

48. Who directed Kalloll 

(fl) Badal Sarkar (b) Bibhash Chakraborty 

(c) Utpal Dutta (d) None of the above 

49. Waiting for Godot was written by: 

(fl) Samuel Beckett (b) T.S. Eliot 

(c) Albert Camus (d) Jean Paul Sartre 

50. Aristophanes is regarded as Ae faAer af: 

(fl) Tragedy (b) Comedy 

(c) Satire (d) Pupptetry ' 

51. Anton Chekhov, Ae playwri^t, was: 

(fl) German (b) Italun 

(c) Russian (d) French 

52. Satyajit Ray made a short film on Ae life of a dancer 

named: ■;< * 
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(a) Shanti Baidhan (b) Bala Swaraswati 

(c) Biiju Mahanij (d) Manjusree Chaki Sarkar 

53. Sanjukta Pantgtahi was great performer in: 

(d) Nautanki (b) Odissi 

(c) Manipuri (d) Bhangra 

54. In Alibaba, the lady who performed as a dancer was: 

(a) Sadhana Bose (b) Mamta Shankar 

(c) Supriya Chowdhury (d) None of the above 

55. "Birbal" is the penname of: 

(a) Nalinikanta Sarkar (b) Pramatha Chaudhuri 

(c) Sivaram Chakravarti 

(d) Kedamath Bandyopadhyay 

56. Who did not get the Gnanapitha Award? 

(a) Tarasankar Bandyopadhyay 

(b) Subhash Mukhopadhyay 

(c) Ashapurna Devi 

(d) Bibhutibhusan Bandyopadhyay 

57. Find out which pair is correct: 

(a) Khawabanama—Akhtaruzzaman Ilias 
(fr) Biser Bansi—Nazrul Islam 

(c) Alik Manush—Syed Mustapha Siraj 

(d) Ja midard arpan—Dinabandhu Mitra 

58. UayavdSam is a play by: 

{a) Vijay Tendulkar (b) Satyadev Dubey 

(c) Girish Kamad (d) Habeeb Tanvir 

59. Who is not a Bhakfi poet? 

(a) Tukaram (b) Kabir 

(c) Nirala (d) Mcerabai 

60. Who wrote Bhutpatnir Desk? 

(a) Sukumar Ray 

(b) Ganganendranath Tagore 

(c) Abanindranath Tagore 

(d) Girindrasekhar Basu 

61. "Parasuram" is the penname of: 

(a) Gaurangaprasad Basu (b) Girindrasekhar Basu 

(c) Rajsekhar Basu (d) Samaresh Basu 

62. Find out the wrong combination: 

(a) Oedipus Rex—Sophocles 

(b) Waiting for Godot—Eugene Ionesco 

(c) Threepenny Opera—Bertolt Brecht 

(d) Blood Wedding—Federico Garcia Lorca 

63. Lu Xun was the petuuime of: 

(a) Qiou Shu-jeu (b) Mao Zedong 

(c) Zhou Enlai (d) Jiang 

64. Edward Lear was the autfior of: 

(a) The Hunting of tire &iark 

0>) A Book of Nonsense 

(c) Alice through dte Looking Glass 

(lO A Christinas Carrol 

65. Pablo Neruda was a poet from: 

(a) Mexico (b) Guatemala ^ 

(c) Peru (d), Chile 

66. VVbleSoyinkaisaNobelPrizewinningplaywrightfnHn: 

(aJ.ICf^ya (b) Ghana 

(e) Nigeria (d) Zimbabwe 


67. Wslawa Szymborska, winner of 19% Nobel Prize for 
literature, won the prize for her: 

(a) Plays (b) Novels (c) Poetry (d) Essays 

68. The oldest book in foe world is: 

{«) The Bible (b) The Upanishads 

(c) The Koran (d) The Vedas 

69. Alexander the Great of Macedonia invaded India at the 
time of: 

(fl) Bimbisara (b) Mahapadmananda 

(c) Chandra Gupta Maurya (d) Ashoka 

70. Pulakesin-II was the greatest ruler of: 

(a) the Chaulukya dynasty (of Vatapi) 

(b) the Rashtrakuta dynasty 

(c) the Hoysala dynasty 

(d) the PaUava dynasty 

f 71. In whose reign, the Mongol menace made its first 
appearance on the north-western frontier? 

(fl) Qutb-ud-din Aibek (b) Balban 

(c) lltutmish (d) Ala-ud-din Khalji 

72. In the first battle of Panipat, 1526, Babar defeated: 

(fl) Muhammad Shah (b) Bahiul Ix>di 

(c) Ibrahim Lodi (d) Rana Pratap Singh 

73. Chauth was land revenue collected in: 

(fl) Maratha territory (b) the Sikh Kingdom 

(c) the Mughal Empire (d) the Magadha Empire 

74. Sir Thomas Roe was British ambassador to the court of: 

(fl) Akbar (b) Aurangzeb 

(c) lipu Sultan (d) Jahatigir 

75. The permanent settlement of land revenue was ' 
introduced in Bengal by: 

(fl) Warren Hastings (b) Lord Bentinck 

(c) Lord Cornwallis (d) Lord Daihousie 

76. The early Aryans were the worshippers of: 

(fl) Mother Goddess (b) The Shiva 

(f) The Vishnu 

(d) The different forces of Nature 

77. Alexander the Great of Greece who invaded India in 
326 B.C. died at: 

(fl) Babylon (b) Taxila (c) Susa (d) Nikaia 

78. The great kingdom of Vijaynagar was bom during the 
reign of: 

(fl) Ala-ud-din Khalji 

(b) Muhammad-bin-Tughiuq 

(c) Babur (d) Aurangzeb 

79. Jeziyah (a tax on the Hindus) was abolished by: 

(fl) lltutmish (b) Ala-ud-din IGialji ; 

(c) Aurangzeb (d) Akbar ; 

80. The principal French factory in Bengal was at: 

(fl) Chinsura (b) Baranagar 

(c) Chandemagar (d) Calcutta ; 

81. The Doctrine of Lapse was initiated by: 

(fl) Lord Clive (b) Lord Wellesley 

(c) Lord Daihousie (d) Canning 

82. A planet on which life of some kind is conceivable is: 

(fl) Mercury (b) Venus 
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(c) Mars (d) Pluto 

; 83. The interior of the moon is probably; 

• (a) FJquid (b) Solid 

(c) Gaseous (d) Hollow 

84. The rotation of the Earth on its own axis gives rise to all 
: of the following except: 

(a) day and night 

(b) the deflection of planetary winds 

(c) daily changes in the level of tides 

.(d) the four seasons—spring, summer, autumn and 
winter 

85. Sappho was a lyric poet who wrote in: 

(a) Hebrew {b) Greek 

(c) Latin (d) Yiddish 

86. Which was not written by Jules Verne? 

(a) Twenty thousand Leagues Under the Sea 

(b) Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 

(c) From the Earth to the Moon 

Michael Strogoff, the Courier of the Czar 

87. "Puck" is a character of Shakespeare's: 

(a) Much Ado About Nothing 

(b) Merry Wives of Windsor 

(c) Midsummer Night's Dream 

(d) Measure for Measure 

88. Gabriel Garcia Marquez won the Nobel Prize for 
literature for his: 

(a) No one writes to the Colonel 
{b) Autumn of the Patriarch 

(c) One hundred Years of Solitude 

(d) The General in his l.abyrinth 

89. Devil on the Cross is a novel written by: 

(a) Ngugi Wa Thiong'o (b) Nadine Gordimar 

(c) Athol Fugard (d) Mongo Beti 


(c) Athol Fugard (d) Mongo Beti 

90. Faust was written by: 

(a) Heinrich Heine (6) Friedrich Hoelderlin 

(c) E.T.A. Hoffmann 

(d) Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe 

91. Nobel Laureate Derek Walcott is a poet from: 

(a) South Africa (h) England 

(c) U.S.A. '>^'‘West Indies 

'92. Pataliputra was the capital of: 

(a) Anga (b) Banga 

(c) Magadha (d) Gandhara 

93. Mahavira, the 24th and the last of the Tirthankaras 
amongst the Jains died at: 

(a) Kusinara (b) Mathura 

(c) Pavapuri (d) Indraprastha 

94. Megasthenes, the Greek ambassador, came to Pataliputra 
at the time of: 

(a) Bimbisara 

(b) Ajatasatru 

(c) Mahapadmananda 

(d) Chandragupta Maurya 

95. The name of the Brahmana king of Sind at the time of 
. Ae Arab conquest was; 
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(a) Joypala {b) Bhimpala 

(c) D^ir (d) Vijay Sen 

96. A1 Biruni, the Muslim scholar, came to India alongwith: 

(a) Babar 

(b) Qutb-ud-din Aibek 

(c) Muhammad of Ghur » 

(d) Sultan Mahmud 

97. Ain-i-Akbari was written by: » 

(a) Barani 

(f>) Abul Fazl 

(c) Badauni 

(d) Abdur Rahim Khan Khanan 

98. The "Deccan Ulcer" refers to the inglorious Deccan 
campaign of: 

(a) Ala-ud-din Khalji 

(b) Muhammad-bin-Tughluq 

(c) Akbar 

(d) Aurangzeb 

99. The British factory at Sutanuti was established by: 

(a) John Howkins (b) John Surman 

(c) Job Chamock (d) Robert Clive 

100. The Young Bengal movement is associated with the 
name of: 

(a) Raja Rammohan Roy 

(b) Debendra Nath Tagore 

(c) Derozio 

(d) Lord Bentinck 


_ ANSWERS 

I. (c) 2. (a) 3. (b) 4. (d) 

6. (c) 7. (d) 8. (d) 9. (b) 

II. (c) 12. (c) 13. (b) 14. (a) 

16. (c) 17. (d) 18. (b) 19. (c) 

21. (b) 22. {ay 23. (a) 24. (c) 

26. (a) 27. (b) 28. (d) 29. (b) 

31. (a) 32. (c) 33. (a) 34. (a) i 

35. (c) 36. (a) 37. (b) 38. (b) 

40. (d) 41. (c) 42. {c)c 43. (a) 

45. (a) 46. (c) 47. (a) of Bengal ii 

48. (c) 49. (a) 50. (b) 51. (c) 

53. (b) 54. (a) 55. (b) 56. (d) 

57. (d) It is Nildarpan. 

58. (c) 59. (c) 60. (a) 61. (c) 

63. (a) 64. (b) 65. (a) 66. (c) 

68. (d) 69. (b) 70. (a) 71. (c) 

73. (a) 74. (d) 75. (c) 76. (d) 

78. (b) 79. (d) 80. (c) 81. (c) 

83. (b) 84. (c) 85. (b) 86. (d) 

88. (c) 89. (a) 90. (d) 

91. (d) He won Nobel Prize in 1992 

92. (c) 93. (c) 94. (d) 95. (c) 

97. (b) 98. (d) 99. (c) 100. (c) 


4. (d) 5. (c) 

9. (b) 10. (c) 

14. (a) 15. (b) 

19. (c) 20. (b) 

24. (c) 25. (a) 

29. (b) 30. (b) 

34. (a) in 1930 

38. (b) 39. (b) 

C 43. (a) 44. (b) 

of Bengal in 1905 
51. (c) 52. (c) 

56. id) 

61. (c) 62. (b) 

66. (c) 67. (c) 

71. (c) 72. (c)* 

76. (d) 77. (a) 

81. (c) 82. (c) 

86. (d) 87. (c) 


96. (d) of Ghazni 





f4 » 


(a) 4 
(d) 81 


(b) 25 
(e) 100 


(0 64 
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Qs. 1>8. Find out the missing number 


1. 1; 8; 27; ...; 125. 



(a) 36 

(b) 49 

(c) 81 

(d) 64 

(c) None of these 


2. 6; 13; 27; 55; ... 



(a) 81 

(b) 92 

(c) 97 

(d) 111 

(c) None of these 

1 

3. 4; 8; 9; 27; ... ; 64. 



(n) 16 

(b) 18 

(c) 24 

(d) 36 

(e) None of these 

1 

1 

4. 101; 103; 107; 109;... 


; 

M 111 

(b) 112 

(c) 113 1 

(d) 115 

(tj None of these 

1 

5. 11; 12; 1.3; 16; 1.5; 20; 

... 

i 

(a) 16 

(h) 17 

(C) 19 1 

(d) 21 

(c) None of tliese 

1 

6. ...; 3; b; 18; 108. 



(a) 0 (zero) 

(b) 1 

(C) 2 

(d) 2.5 

(c) None of these 


7. 21; ...; 30; 39; 51, 


1 

1 

(a) 28 

(b) 26 

(c) 24 1 

id) 23 

(e) None of these 

j 

j 

8. 4; 6; 10; 18; ... 



(fl) 28 

(6) .34 

(c) 32 

(d)38 

(tj None of these 

j 


Qs. 13-15. Find out the missing numbers: 



mi 


(a) 35 
id) 27 


(h) 29 
(c) 43 


Qs. 16 to 18 are based on the special arrangement of the 
letters of the alphabets. 

ABCDFFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

Rewrite the alphabets in the following way. Write A, then 
write the next three letters in reverse order, then the next three 
in reverse order and continue the process till you reach WXY. 
Then end with Z. Now answer the following questions: 

16. Which letter is sixteenth from your right? 

(fl) Q {b) N (c) M (d) 0 (c) None of these 

17. Which letter is exactly in the nriddle of H and R? 

(a) P (b) K (cl L (d) 0 (e) None of these 

18. How many letters are there between G and K? 

(a) 3 (b) 5 (cl 7 (d) 6 (e) None of these 

Qs. 19*23. Find the odd-man out: 


Qs. 9-12. In each of tlie following questions four out of 
(rt), (b), (c), (d) and (c) have a definite similarity while one is 
different Your task is to find out the one that is different from 
others. 


9. (a) 17(11)5 

(b) 19(14)9 

(c) 14(15)16 

(d) 2(7)12 

(e) 9(5)1 


10. (a) 6(9)3 

(b) 15(3)14 

(f) 8(16)4 

(d) 15(121)4 

(c) 10(25)5 


11. (a) 64 

(b) 512 

(c) 216 

(d) 144 

(c) 441 


12. (a) 83 

(b) 17 

(c) 67 

(d) 87 

(c) 19 



19. (a) HGKJ 

(b) QPTS 

(c) UTYX 

(d) LKON 

(e) EDHG 


20, (a) FHL 

(6) NPT 

(c) KMQ 

(d)TVZ 

(e) MOR 


21. (a) BAZ 

(b) CDY 

(c)DGX 

(d)EJW 

(e)RV 


22. (a) QPNK 

(6)ZYWS 

(c) UTRO 

(d) KJHE 

(c)NMKH 


23. (a) FV 

(b)AZ 

(c)HS 

(d)Kl’ 

(e)MN 




24. Given below is a dice in three different positions. Your' 
task is to find out the right number of dots on the face with 
question mark? 


• ? 


(a) 3 (b) 4 (cl 5 (d) 6 (e) Can'^t say 

25. Count the number of triangles in the following figure: 





(b) 15 (cl 17 

(c) None of thrae 
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Given below are two sets of figures, the problem figures and the answer figures mariced A, B, C, D and E. You have to find 
out which of the answer figures would be the next one in the series of problem Rgures: 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


ANSWER nCURES 
BCD 
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In each of the following questions, the Problem Figure 11 has certain relationship with 1. You have to find out the figure 
from the Answer Figures A, B, C, D and E, which, when put in place of question mark, will have the same relationship with figure 

111* nnr^Bi eaa mee a aie%*fcn ei/^i ineo 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


m 


V ‘ C°) 


0 

O Y 




A i 





V 
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W X 

X + 
A 0 


V ? 

A 

t¥ 

rill" 

« + 
A 

x°T 


ANSWER FIGURES 
B 























1 

OLffcFU- 

irLTuno 

X w 
A X 

© + 

+ A 
® X 

« X 

$ 



1 — 
s— 

□ .^r 

O^X 

O 

X ☆ 
a 



844 FEBRUARY '99 COMPETITION MASTER 















































































Find the odd-man out: 


C D 


eeeBB 


Z 0 

C 


I l\, 
_|_IV 

J M 

^ C D ^ 


p l x zj^ ^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ 


5 





o o 
aOD 
□ □ 

vgv 

c=> 

VO 

X 

W 

XD X 


V □ 

X □ X 

X V 




¥ 


9 

8 

P 

G 

0 

c 

0 

f 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (d) The series is I’; 2’; 3’; 4’ .... 

2. (d) Each number is double +1 of the preceding number. 

3. (a) The series is 2^- 2’; 3*; 3^; 4^- 4’... 

4. (c) It is a series of prime numbers. 

5. (6) Hiere are two series alternately arranged, 11, 13,15 ... 

and 12; 16; 20 .... 

6. (c) Each number is the product of its two preceding numbers. 

7. (c) Go on adding 3; 6; 9; 12 ... to numbem. 

8. (b) Go on adding 2; 4; 8; 16 ... to numbers. 

9. (e) The numbers in bracket are the avaage of numbers on 

its right and 1^. 

10. {b) The arrangement is: Example: 6 - 3 « 3 and 3^ is 9. 

11. (d) All the other numbers are cubes of certain numbers. 

12. (d) All the others are prime nutribers. 

13. (B1 7 - 4 * 3.3» b 9 and 7* + 4»« 49 + 16 = 65. 


14. (el 9 + 7-6 =,10. The number is W drat is 100. 

15. (c) The arrangement fe = 14 

16. (c) 17. {a) 

18. (c) The arrangement being 
ADCBGFEJIHMLKPONSRQVUTYXWZ 

19. (c) 20. (e) 

21. (e) 22. (b) 

23. (a) 24. (c) 

25. (d) 

For solving the next type of (juestions, study each figure given in 
the ifuestion, independently as well as in relationship with other 
figures in the question. See how it moves around, changes, disappears, 
reappears or changes its shape. The following guiddines might come 
useful in finding out the right choice: 

(i) The figures follow a set pattern of movement. They may 
move clockwise, anti-clockwise, right and left, up and down and 
vice-versa or from comer to corner. They may also hop around 
along certain set points. All the figures given in a question need 
not move in the same direction or at the same pace. The figures 
may rotate, tilt, turn upside down or may swing during the 
movement. (Examples: 26,31,32,34, 37,42,49 etc.) 

(if) Some part of the figure or some particular figure may be 
added or dropped according to a set pattern. (Examples: 28,29, 
30,37,38,39 etc.) 

(iif) Figure often interchange places among themselves; thb 
change may take place in among different sets. (Examples: 36, 
37, 55 etc.) 

(m) Some times figures in two or three boxes follow a set 
pattern and the same pattern is repeated. (Example: 47 etc.) 

(t>) Sometimes the figures may rotate at their own place. 
(Examples: 33,41,45, 48 etc.) 


27. E 

28. E 

29. A 

30. A 

31. B 

.33. C 

34. D 

35. E 

36. B 

37. C 

39. B 

40. A 

41. E 

42. A 

43. C 

45. E 

46. E 

47. B 

48. B 

49. A 

51. A 

52. A 

53. D 

54. D 

55. B 

57. E 

58. C 

59. A 

60. B 

61. D 

63. A 

64. E 

65. D 




66. C. In all the others, three figures on the line point towards 

the same direction. 

67. B. All the others are mirror images. 

68. D. In all foe ofoers, two figures are turned in the same 

direction. 

69. D. All the other figures are made with four straight 

lines. 

70. B. All foe others have one leaf more than foe number of 

buds. 

71. C. The triangular flags ought to be either facing each other 

or away from each other in one of foe quarters. 

72. B. The two smaller figures are wrongly placed. 

73. E. All the ofoers have two sets of three identical figures. 

74. D. Ihe single dot b wrongly placed. 

75. C. This b the only letter ti»t turns upside down. 
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TestofReasMing—II 


Qs. 1-8. Find the odd-man out: 

1. («) canteen (b) restaurant 


(d) cafeteria 

2. (fl) glider 
(d) yacht 

3. (a) inclusion 
(d) extraction 

4. (a) marsh 
(d) bog 

5. (a) clank 
(d) bang 

6. (a) Korea 

(d) Bangkok 

7. (a) inquisitive 

(c) curious 

(e) pceping-tom 

8. (a) compassion 

(d) mercy 


(e) coffee house 

(b) helicopter { 

(c) jet 

(b) elimination ( 

(e) eradication 

(b) swamp f 

(f) meadow 

(h) slam (i 

(c) clang 

(b) China (i 

(c) Turkey 

(b) eaves-dropper 

(d) knowledgeable 


(c) hotel 
(c) aircraft 
(c) removal 
(c) quagmire 
(c) clamp 
(c) Sri Lanka 


8. (a) compassion (b) pity (c) malevolence 

(d) mercy (e) sympathy 

Qs. 9-16. In each of the following questions, a pair of words 
is given that have a definite relationship betwen them. Your 
task is to find out from (a), (b), (c) and (d) the pair of words with 
an identical relationship between them. 

9. hoodwink : deceive 

(a) praise : award (b) steal: money 

(c) accident: injury (d) force : compel 

10. cloak : garment 

(a) slawar; shirt 

(b) classroom : black-board (c) volga : river 

(d) doctor : hospital 

11. expansion : size 

(a) shrink : little (b) leap : sports 

(c) arc : circle (d) knowledge : awareness 

12. triangle: rhombus 

(a) shoes : slippers (b) circle : radius 

(c) chair: furniture (d) nation : citizens 

13. mountain : hill 

(a) man : child (b) State : city 

(c) foot-ball : tennis-ball (d) valley : river 

14. caterpillar : butterfly 

(a) bud : flower (b) leaf: tree 

(c) clay : pottery (d) brick : building 

15. dilapidated: orderly 

(a) rude: confident 

(b) improvement: deterioration 

(c) derogatory ; reputation (d) promote : merit 

16. grape: wine 

; (a) wood ; furniture (b) milk: butter 

(c) river: water (d) hen : egg 


(b) steal: money 
(d) force: compel 


(c) Volga 


(b) leap: sports 

(d) knowledge : awareness 

(b) circle; radius 
(d) nation : citizens 


(b) State: city 
(d) valley: river 

(b) leaf: tree 
(d) brick: building 


Qs. 17-21. In each of the following questions, a set of three 
items is given having certain relationship among them*Match 
the questions with (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) which also have three 
items each on the basis of similar relationship among items. 
The order of items need not be the same. 

17. matrimony : wedlock : marriage 

(a) horse : mane ; tail 

18. mast: deck : stem 

(b) notion ; concept; idea 

19. iris : eye : cornea 

(c) tea ; milk : water 

20. flour: sugar: cake 

(d) statue : buildipg : stone 

21. cloth : curtain ; shirt 

(e) sleeves ; collar: pocket 

Qs. 22-23. Two persons X and Y started from two points A 
and B respectively at the same time and at the same speed. X 
went 1 km south, turned left and went 1 km. Then he turned 
right and after 2 km again turned right and after covering 2 km 
reached point P. Y went 3 kms west, turned left and after 3 kms 
reached point P where X had also arrived at the same time. 

22. How far is A from B and in which direction? 

(fl) 3 km east (b) 1 km north 

(c) 2 km west (d) 2 km soutli 

(c) None of these 

23. If X walks at a speed of 5 km per hour and Y at a speed 
of 6 km per hour and Y waits at point P for X, how long will he 
have to wait. 

(fl) 5 mts (b) 7 mte (c) 15 mts 

(d) 12 mts (f) 8 mts 

Qs. 24-29. In each of the following questions is given a six- 
letter-word followed by its code, each figure representing one 
of the letters from the code. Your task is to find out the right 
codes for letters enclosed in box. 


24. SHRlglK 

w a (bjo 

25. [PjONDER 

Ml 

MB 

M" 

WA 


MC 

mb 

M"o 

(9B 

26. SPglOUT 

fitfm (bje 

27. TANIk^R 

(c)m 

MC 

MA 


mid (b)B 

(o)m 

M" 

MB 

(9B 

2a oISrden 

MB 

2a mother 

MB 

MA 

MO 

(03 

(afcm (b}A. 

MB 

M«* ' 

M® 

(9B 
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30. How many days were there betweot 10th January and 

10th June of 1996, both die dates mentioned are to be included. 
I (a) ISO (b) 151 (c) 152 (d) 153 (c) 154 

Qs. 31-32. Six friends A, B, C, D, E and F arc sitting round 
a table facing each other. 

B is facing A and is not near E. 

D and A have one person between them. 

C is to die left of E. 

31. Who is faciiig D? 

(a) A (b) B (c) C (d) E (e) F 

32. F is between..... 

(a) A & E (b) A and p (c) C and D 

(d) B and C (e) C and E 

Qs. 33-35. In the Venn diagram given below, the circle 
represents persons in government jobs, the square represents 
unmarried persons, the triangle represents women and the 
rectangle educated persons. Each section of the diagram is 
numbered. Study the diagram and answer the questions that 
follow: 



33. Which of the following sections does number 11 
represent? 

(a) Unmarried uneducated womoi in government jobs. 

(b) Married educated women in government jobs. 

(c) Urunarried educated women in government jobs. 

(d) Unmarried educated women not in government jobs. 

(e) Married educated men in government jobs. 

34. Which number represents Ae section of unmarried 
uneducated men in government service? 

(a) 6 (b) 7 (c) 8 (d) 12 (e) 15 

35. Which section is represented by number 27 

(a) Unmarried uneducated women who are not in 
government jobs 

(b) Married uneducated women who are not in 
government jobs. 

(c) Married educated women who don't have a 
government job. 

(d) Married educated men who don't have a govenunmit 
job. 

(c) Married educated men who have a government job. 

36. Among seven localities marked A, B, C, D, E, F and G, 
only four are to be chosen for a development pn^. On foe 
basis of the following statements, find out which forties were 
chosen? 

If A is chosen for foe prr^t, F has to bj; included. 

If G is chosen, A and E will not be included. 

If C is chosen, E has to be induded. 

. B and D must be in foe same category either chosen or 


rejected. 

(«) ABDF (b) BCDG (c) BDEF 

(d) ACDG (b) ACEF • i 

A fastival week fof Regional Films was heid from Monday^; 

to Sunday in which Bengali, Gujarati, Malayalam, Punjabi,' 
Marathi, Sindhi and Tamil films were shown but not in the 
same order. Only one regional film was shown on one day. 
Malayalam and Tamil films had a gap of two days between 
them. 

Punjabi fUm was shown the next day after the Sindhi film 
which was shown on Friday. 

Marathi and Gujarati films had a gap of one day. 

Bengali movie was not shown before Gujarati nor Tamil 
after Punjabi. 

Now answer the following questions: 

37. On which day of foe week was the Bengali movie shown? 

(a) Monday (b) Tuesday 

(c) Wednesday (d) Thursday 

(e) Sunday 

38. Which regional film was shown on the last day of the 
week? 

(a) Bengali (b) Gujarati (c) Marathi 

(d) Malayalam (e) Tamil 

39. Which of foe following statements is wrong? 

(a) Punjabi movie was ^own one day before the Sindhi 
one. 

(b) Ibe Punjabi movie was shown on Saturday. 

(c) The Regional Film Festival was inaugurated with 
Giqarati movie. 

(d) Tamil movie was shown next day after the Bengali 
movie. 

(e) All are correct. 

40. How many 7s are there between 1 and 100? 

(a) 10 (b) 11 (c) 20 (d) 21 

(e) None of these 

_ SYLLOGISMS _ 

In each (juestion below are given hiH) statements followed by 
four conclusions numbered I, II, III and IV. You lave to take the two 
given statements to be true even if they appear at variance with 
commonly known facts. Read all tlw conclusions and then decide 
which of the given conclusions logically fallow from the tuv given 
statements, disregarding commonly known facts. 

Statements; 

41. 1. Some books are files. 

2. All files are cards. 

Conclusions: 

I. Ail cards are ^es. 

B. Some files are not books, 
m. Some books ate cards. 

IV. Some books are not files. 

{$) Only I fofiows. (b) Either II or IV follows. 

(c) Only IV follows. (d) Only III and IV foUow. 

(e) Only in follows. 
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Statements: 

42. 1. All biscuits are cakes. 

2. All cakes are toffees. 

Conclusions: 

I. All biscuits ate toffees. 

II. Some biscuits are neither cakes nor toffees, 
in. All cakes are biscuits. 

IV. All toffees are cakes. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only U follows. 

(c) Only ni follows. 

(it) Only IV follows. 

(e) Either IH or IV follows. 

Statements: 

43. 1. All the rivers, tliat are not brooks are dams. 

2. Some dams are canals. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some brooks are canals. 

II. Some rivers arc canals. 

III. E\'ery river is either a brook or a canal, 
rv. Some canals are not dams. 

(«) Only I follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only ni follows. 

(d) Only IV follows. 

(c) None follows. 

Slatemenls: 

44. 1. Some chairs arc tables. 

2. All stools arc tables. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some tables are chairs as well as stools. 

II. Some tables are not stools, 
in. Some tables are not chairs. 

IV. The tables that are stools are not chairs. 

(a) Only I and II follow. 

(b) Only n and UI follow. 

(c) Either II or III follows. 

(d) Either I or IV follows. 

(e) Only IV follows. 

Statements: 

45. 1. All cups are jugs. 

2. Some jugs are glasses. 

Conclusions: 

I. All cups are glasses, 
n. Some jugs are not cups. 

III. Some cups are glasses. 

IV. No cup is a glass. 

(fl) Only I, n and HI follow. 

{b) Only IV follows. 

(c) Either II or IH follows. 

(d) Any one of the four follows. 

(c) Only anyone from I, HI and IV follows. 
in each question belmo is given a statement followed by three 
assumptions numbered I, 11 and III. An assumption is something 
supposed or taken for granted. You have to consider the statement 


and the assumptions and then decide which of the assumption or 
assumptions arc implicit in the statement. Then decide which of the 
answers is correct. 

Statement: 

46. All the newspapers have special supplements on Sundays. 
Assumptions: 

I. Readers are rafoer free and relaxed on Sundays 

hence foey like to read something more than just 
the routine stuff. • ' 

II. Sunday paper costs more. 

III. The sale of the newspaper is much more on Sundays 
as compared to the other days of the week. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(h) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only ni is implicit. 

(d) Only I and II are implicit. 

(e) Only II and III arc implicit. 

Statement: 

47. Some scientists believe that if there is life on Mars, it is 
primitive in form. 

Assumptions: 

I. Mars has right conditions for having some kind of 
life on it. 

II. Some scientists do not share the belief of their fellow 
brethren. 

III. (iur spacecraft that have been sent to Mars arc 
supplying us with detailed information about the 
planet. 

(a) Only I and 11 arc implicit. 

(b) Only II and III are implicit. 

(c) Only I and 111 are implicit. 

(d) All are implicit. 

(f) Only any one of the three is implicit. 

Statement: 

48. At the end of the 19th century too there was a global 
hope for a better world which the 20th century belied. 
Assumptions: 

I. Such an urge, at tlie end of a century, rises again 
and again but unfortunately, fades away soon. 

n. Since it is the end of a millennium, things would be 
different hence we can hope for a more peaceful 
and prosperous future. 

III. Basically, most of us human beings are selfish, 
power-hungry, mean and fond of fighting, killing, 
torturing for proving our si^remacy, and these 
instincts don't change with new centuries or 
millenniums. 

(a) Only I and 11 are implicit. 

{b) Only n and III are implicit. « 

(c) Only I and III are implicit. 

(d) Either 11 or III is implicit. 

(c) All are implicit. 

Statement: 

49. Although, every laboratory and medical college is 
supposed to have an Ethics Committee that is connected witti 
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animal welfaie organisation, only one per cent laboratories of 
, India have obeyed this rule. 

I Assumptions; 

I. The Ediics Committee is a check against cruelty on 
animals by scientists in the name of experiments, 
n. Indian scientists are kind-hearted so they do not 
mflict pain on animals, hence they do not need an 
Ethics Committee. 

III. India is not a ruies-conscious nation. 

(a) Only I and III are implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only ni is implicit. 

(d) Either I or n is implicit. 

(e) Either II or HI is implicit. 

Statement: 

50. The toothbrush was invented in China in 1498, its 
manufacturing started in Britain in 18th century with bone or 
ivory handles but the modern toothbrush with plastic handlles 
and nylon bristles came into existence since 1953. 

Assumptions: 

I. Five centuries back, China was much advanced 
nation as compared to the western countries. 

II. The 18th century brushes in Britain must have been 
a bit too expensive for the common masses. 

in. Plastic and nylon are rather of a recent origin. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only n is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

{d) Only I and n are implicit. 

(e) All are implicit. 

in each of the following questions, an assertion 'A' is followed 
by two reasons numbered Rl and RU. Apply the raisons to the assertion 
and see which of the reasons leads to the assertion. Tick-mark your 
answers as follows: 

(a) Only RI and not RU is the reason for A. 

(b) Only Rn and not RI is the reason for A. 

I (c) Bodt RI and RII are the reasons for A. 

(<Q Either RI or RII is the reason for A. 

(e) Neither RI nor RII is the reason for A. 

51. A. Fathers don't like the way their sons behave and 
sons on their part consider their fathers to be senile. 

RI. The g^eratioagap keeps the two apart. 

WI. People don't have faidi m-die joint family system, 
(a) 0 (6) 0 (c) 0. (d) 0 (r) □ 

52. A. The treatment of women and girls by the Taliban 
administration in Af^anistan is being condemned all over the 
world. 

RI. The way they flog women, kill young girls by 
kicking them hard and deny them all educational 
and health facilities, it is a trampling of human 
. rights. ' 

Rlil. Tlw whole world fwls concerned if the basic human 
' rights ate denied to any weaker section anywhere. 

L (a)C5, . (&}□ (c)0 (d)0 {e>0 

' 5l A. The. great, Russlait writer, the .Nobel laureate 


Alexander Solzhenitsyn refused to accept post-communist 
Russia's highest civilian award, the Order of St. Andrew. 

RI. After the Nobel Prize, he considered the Order of 
St. Andrew too ordinary. 

RII. The writer is not happy with the state of affairs of- 
his country hence refused to accept the award! 
offered by the government. 

{a) n (b) 0 (c) CJ (d) 0 (c) 0 

54. A. Tlie staff, employed in one of the emergency services 
has threatened to launch a nationwide indefinite strike. 

RI. In spite of their several representations, the 
government has not paid any attention to their 
genuine demands. 

RII. The employees are sure that a nationwide strike 
would soon force the government to yield to their 
demands. 

(a) n (b) □ (c) □ id) 0 (e) □ 

55. A. Most of the development plans develop in papers 
only. 

RI. No one is prepared to put that much labour as is 
expected in these projects. 

RII. A lot of money is involved to develop plans and the 
authorities concerned do not want to utilize it in 
proper way due to selfish motives. 

(a) n (6) □ (c) O (d) □ (c) a 

Each question given below consists of a question followed by 
two statements numbered I and //. You have to decide whether the 
data provided in the statements is sufficient to answer the question. 
Mark your answers as under: 

(a) The data provided in I alone is sufficient to answer the 
question while the data provided in II is not sufficient to 
answer the question. 

(b) The data provided in 11 alone is sufficient to answer the 
question while the data provided in 1 is not sufficient to 
answer the question. 

(c) Both I and II combined provide answer to the question. 

(d) Either I alone or II alone is sufficient to answer the 
question. 

(e) Neither I alone nor II alone nor both combined are 
sufficient to answer the question. 

Question: 

56. Why are children scolded if they tell lies or are caught 
stealing sweets? 

Statements: 

I. Both these acts are illegal and liable to severe- 
punishment. 

n. Childhood is the habit-fonning age and no sensffile 
person wants children to get into wrong practices, 
(a) 0 (b) a (c) a (d) a (e) 0 

Question: 

57. Why do some parks prohibit visitors'hom bringing food 
articles inside the park? 

Statements: 

I. People who eat in parks often leave behind dirty 
polythene bags, banana-sldns and things Hke that. 
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n. The parks have authority to ban the entry of any 
person who may cause damage or pollution to its 
clean atmosphere. 

(a) □ (b) O (c) n (d) a (c) 0 

. Question: 

58. Which product of the cosmetic company gave the highest 
sale? 

Statements: 

I. Among the five products manufactured by the 
company, the sale of eye-brow pencils was much 
below the sale of nail-polish but remained higher 
than the sale of scents. 

n. The face-powder sold better than nail-polish but 
less than lipsticks. 

(a) a (b) □ (c) □ id) a (f) a 

; Question: 

59. What is the relationship between Rahul and 
Keshav? 

Statements: 

I. Rahul's mother is Keshav's sister, 
n. Keshav is the brother of Rahul's mother. 

(a) n (b) a (c) 0 (d) n (e) □ 

Question: 

60. At what time did Mr Raman reach his office? 
Statements: 

: I. Mr Raman's office is 12 km from his residence. 

II. Mr Raman drives his car at 40 km per hour. 

(a) 0 (b) n (c) 0 (d) 0 (e) 0 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (c) The others do not offer a lodging facility. 

2. (d) All the others are types of aeroplanes. 

3. (a) It is the opposite of the others. 

4. (e) All the others are related to muddy ground. 

' 5. (c) All the others are connected with sound. 

6. (d) Ail the others are countries, this one is a city. 

7. (d) All the others are related to curiosity. 

8. (c) This one is a negative feeling among other human 

feelings. 

9. (d) Both mean the same. 

10. (c) They have dte specific and general term relationship. 

11. (d) One increases the other. 

12. (a) They both are members of the same group. 

13. (c) They have the relation^p of magnitude : bigger and 

smaller. 

14. (a) They have d\e stages of growth relationship, one develops 

into die c^er. 

15. (b) Both are opposites. 

'16. (b) One is die product of the other. 

17. (b) Ail the thrK mean almost the same. 

18. (e) They are three parts of an item, ship : coat/shirt. 

19. (a) One is the main item, the odier two its parts. 

20. (c) They have the item and its ingredients reiadmi^p. 

21. ^ In these two items are made with the same thiiig. 
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22. (e) 


23. (d) 


Qs. 24-29. Sort out common letters and match them with common 
figures e.g. 'R' is common in question 24 and 29, so is the figure 
given at (e) in the 24th question and (d) in the 29th question, hence 
this figure is the code for 'R'. 

24. (d) 25 (c) 26. (a) 27. (b) 28. (c) 

29. (c) 30. id) 

9 

31. (d) ® ® 


32. (b) 


33. (c) 34. (b) 35. (c) 36. (c) 37. (b) 

38. id) 39. (d) 40. (c) 

The next type of questions are best solved by drawing diagrams 
of all the probable situations. Let each item be represented by a circle 
irrespectm of its size. Then by studying all the figures you can reach 
the fool-proof conclusion. Here arc a few examples. 










CD CD CD 






46. (a) 47. id) 
52. (e) 53. (b) 


48. (c) 
54. (c) 


49. (a) 
55. (d) 


50. (e). 
56. (b) 


51. (a) 


57. {a) The second one is a reason, not an answer. 



NATIONAL KEW.S 


INDIA-RUSSIA 

Visit of Prime Minister 

Primakov 

T he two-day official visit of Russian 
Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov, 
which started on December 20,1998, con¬ 
cluded with India and Russia deciding to 
move towards a "strategic partnership" 
and sign a declaration at the summit lev¬ 
el meeting in 1999, setting new parame¬ 
ters for closer Indo-Russia relatioas. 

The two coimtries said that d\ey sup¬ 
ported the process of nuclear prolifera¬ 
tion, while having convergence of views 
on international terrorism, illicit traffick¬ 
ing in arms and narcotic drugs as well as 
situation in and around Afghanistan and 
other parts of the world, the middle-east 
Asia peace process and the Asia pacific 
problems. 

New Delhi and Moscow deplored 
the recent missile strike against Iraq by 
American and British forces. Russia 
endorsed New Delhi's position that these 
actions of US raised serious questions 
regarding the functioning of the collec¬ 
tive and consulative procedures of the 
UN Security Council. 

Seven agreements were signed dur¬ 
ing the visit. The areas which the agree¬ 
ments cover are extradition, consular 
convention, mutual legal assistance in 
criminal matters, long-term technical mil¬ 
itary cooperation upto 2010, air services, 
a joint document on the development of 
trade, eccmomic, industrial, financial sci- 


Do You Know». 

A new airport at Lengpui in AAizoram will 
provido aosior occoss to the land-locked 
State. The capital of Mizoram, Aizawl, is 
130 km'from the nearest rail head at 
Bairabi and 205 km from the iworest 
airport at Silchor. Entry permits for per¬ 
sons other than government employees 
have to be taken to visit the 3tate. 


h^edl pii^ Wairfte and itid^tecepted rtftoney to 

Ihfofmafon to an fndian bPbkin^r dUtfitg tl«a Sir^r playbd in Sri Lanka iii iSOf!! 
Such allegations lad been made in the past «xt it was thP first time that the controvert 
had blown out in the op^ In theirpress cwtferinoe ^ no^dayrthe two cdcketers adrrit-' 
ted that they had |nde^ abcepted n^ey ftbiin a bbotoiioker. The same cricketers had paid 
in'1995that Pakis^ cricketer SaUm MalHc had offered to p^ them $ 2 lakh to b^ly. 
Manoj PrabNdraf had also been rtiaking siich alegations, saying ttut a team-mate Ihad 
offered him money to throw a match against Pakistani 

the field of sports has been earlier tainted by sportspersons using drugs and human 
growth hormones. This atises out of the desire to win, but taking bribes to throw away a 
match perhaps rnore disgracefuf than taking drugs. 

The revelations have thrown up the issue of bribery «id corruption in sports. It V 
known that sporting events attract a targe amount of betting, not only in India but abroad as 
wen. Movies have depicted scenes where players are threatened or bribed to make them 
accede to the desires erf bookmakers. Justlcs Y.V. Chandreduxi hadgone into Prabhakar’s 
allegations and had given a dean chit to Indian cricketers and the Board of Cricket had 
sued PrabhakansubsequenUy. But the latest reveladons show that big money is involved in 
cricket matches. 

Why should established players like Wame and Waugh accept money, ^en the fact 
they are highly paid? It is difficult to believe that they were merely naive. The answer Has in 
the all-pervasive greed that seems to have spread In an institutions. For the young who look' 
up to popular heroes, the news must have come as a great shock. Who sh^ one regard 
as a hero these days? 

The match fix^ controversy throws up several issues. Rrst, should games be played 
for pleasure or is money the sole criteria? it appears that It ta neither ptaytag, nor winning, 
that is important for today’s players. M that matters Is that they make money, by hook or 
crook. While receiving money from advertisers arid ssonsore is legal, receiving money from 
bookmakers is certainiy unethical. 

The second asped ta that given the huge money involved, it is difficult tor a player to 
remain absokitely neutral. The temptaffon of making a quick buck exists and it is easy to faH 
Into the trap. Perhaps a dose check on the betting business is required so that such things 
do not happen in the future. Wifl a crackdown on the bookmakers get rid of this toreat? 
Probably not, because of the difficulty of enforcing laws and the fad that betting cannot be 
elimtaated altogether. 

The third asped is how to introduce ettrics in sports. The challenge is nd only for the 
Australians, but for our own playsrs as wefi. Laws may not help. What is required is a kind 
of an oath, simflar to what d^ors are supposed to take in their profession. This is not to 
say.tfiat chances of bribery wW be reduced, butlt may well result In the player's consdenoS 


Orrthe ootffrvy, R can be argued that since there Is comrpfion al arotmd, how can play¬ 
ers be kept InsdalilboredtaMyfCtaiify, there are no dear answere to thta controversy. : 


entitle and technologicai cooperation and 
cooperation in the fields of telecommuiu- 
cations. 

The highlight was tiie pact on long¬ 
term military technical cooperation until 
the year 2010. 

Primakov has always been known 
for being 'friend of India'. After he was 
apmini^ Foreign Minister in February 
19%, he promised to "reorient the priori¬ 


ties" of Russian fordgn policy where: 
countries like India would occupy sidi- 
stantial space. . j 

But Primakov has also been known; 
for his passion of keeping the sanctity of; 
global nuclear order arid his Arabist i^-' 
natims. . 

This was revealled when Primakov,; 
in the course of his India visit, asked New; 
Delhi to sign the Nuclear Non- 
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Economic News 


iNDtCA-iNOIA'SOWNCAR 

TELCO has finally rolled out its dream car, Indica. It is, infact, the first true Indian car, 
to be completely developed Indigenously. 

The Indica project has many firsts to its credit. It Is perhaps lor the first time that a 
brand new car has rolled out ol a factory in a record time of 31 months from the date of 
design freeze. 

At Rs 1,700 crore, the Indica is the cheapest car project ever attempted. * 

Outside help for the car project came from the body design shop IDEA of Italy and 
Le Motor of France, which helped validate the petrol and diesel engines. That's about it 
on the foreign connection part. 

The Telco's plant is in position to roll out one lakh cars per annum or 250 cars per 
day. 


Proliferation Treaty. On the other hand, 
he also said that Moscow feels that India 
is a "strong and appropriate" candidate 
for the membership in expanded UN 
Security Council. 

External Affairs Minister Jaswant 
Singh, in response, told Primakov that 
India may contemplate joining the CTBT, 
"but we will never join NPT". 

Russian Prime Minister Primakov 
also advocated a "strategic alliance" 
involving India, Russia and China to 
ensure regional peace and security. 
Critics characterized the proposal as a 
knee-jerk reaction to US-UK missile 
Strikes in Iraq and the marginalisation of 
UN Seciuity Council. Some pointed out 
that it has an anti-American implication 
and will be a non-starter since all the 
three countries—India, Russia, China- 
need the US more than they need each 
odter. Some analysts believe that "strate¬ 
gic triangle" idea is a sign of Moscow's 
determination to undermine the US 
strategic importance in a unipolar world. 

According to analysts, the trilateral 
relationship would m^e sense only if 
Russia could promote a no-first-use 
agreement on nuclear weapons among 
Russia, China and India. Russia and 
Chma already have a joint declaration to 
that effect. China and ^dia have unilater¬ 
ally adopted no-first-use policies. If the 
thra major countries are to start with 
such an agreement it would apply 
presure on Pakistan too. 

On trade front, Russia expressed its 
keenness to rejuvenate trade ties with 
India and vowed to resolve differences 
over an Indian anti-dumping duty on 
steel and settling Cold War era debt. In 
November, 1998, an Indian commerce 
ihinistry panel had recommended the 
imposition of anti-dumping duties on hot 
rolled coils, plates and sheets from 
Russia, Kazaklutan and Ukarine. 

Trade between India and Russia 
totalled $ 1.57 billion in the year upto 
March 1998, down sharply from the 
^viet-era figure of about $ 5.0 billion a 


Do You Know... 

The Notional CommiMion for Minoritias 
(N<^) ealabrdlid Oacambar 18 os the 
'!Min«ritias Rights Day'. 
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year. The figures are not looking up. 
April-August trade stood at a low $ 497 
million, with Indian exports amounting 
to $ 323 million and imports $ 174 million. 

India owes Russia huge debts 
incurred in the purchase of war planes, 
arms and steel from the Soviet Union 
during the Cold War era. But confusion 
over a complicated rupee-based system 
has slowed bilateral trade. To settie the 
debt, India now transfers Rs 30 billion 
($ 706 million) annually to a Russian 
account held with RBI. 

During the visit, Russia and India 
agreed tiiat 10 per cent of ti\e annual 
rupee-rouble debt or about $ 100 million 
may be used by Moscow to invest in 
India. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan expressed "dis¬ 
may" over the defence pact between 
India and Russia which it said would not 
only "pose a threat" to Islamabad's secu¬ 
rity but also cause immeasurable damage 
to the ongoing Indo-Pak dialogue. 

INDIA-SRI U\NKA<^ 

Free trade pact signed 

RI Lankan President Chandrika 
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga's visit to 
India, which started on December 27, 
1998, marked a major turning point in 
bilateral relations and will also prove sig¬ 
nificant for South Asia as a whole, on 
account of free trade initiative taken. 

On December 29,1998, India and Sri 
Lanka signed a Free Trade Agreement for 
setting up a Free Trade Area between the 
two Sou A Asian nei^bours and giving a 
push start to the concretisation of dte con¬ 
cept of South Asian Free Trade Area. 


One of the major issues blocking the 
finalisation of the agreement was the 
question whether India will accept 
domestic value addition ratio, taking into 
account Sri Lanka's status as a smaller 
economy. Under the agreement, the con¬ 
tentious domestic value addition ratio 
was finally fixed at 35 per cent. Sri Lanka 
had wanted it to be pegged at 20 per cent, 
while India was bargaining for 50 per 
cent. (Under the agreement, if raw mate¬ 
rials are sourced from other nations, 25 
per cent value addition would be 
enough.) 

Under the agreement, India would 
allow duty-free import of around 1000 
items from Sri Lanka, while Sri Lanka 
would reciprocate by permitting duty¬ 
free entry of around 900 items from India. 

Leaving out the negative list, a 50 per 
cent margin of preference would be given 
on all items as soon as the pact comes into 
force. Tariff levels would be brought i 
down to zero over a period of three years. 
But, textile items would get only 25 per 
cent concession. 

The agreement comes into force 
from March 1, 1999. This is the first fiee 
trade agreement India has entered into 
with a non-Less Developing. Country 
(LDC). India has a Free Trade and 
Commerce Agreement with Nepal, 
which was last renewed in 1995 and is 
reviewable every seven yeais. 

During 1990 and 19% Indian exports 
to ISri Lai^ registered a 556 per cent 
increase, h 1995, India overtook Japan as 
the largest source of importe in Sii Lanka. 

But, the severe imbolam^ of trade 
has long been a sorepofrit wiidt Colombo. 
While Indian expeuts fo Sri lanka 
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Econotnic News 


GUidELINES Foil SHARE BUYBACK 

The Companies^ Amendment Bill 1998, Introduced in Lok Sabha on DecemtW 221^, 
1998, followed by the promulgation of ordinance on January 5,1999, has tightened the. 
guidelines governing the buyback of shares, intercorporate investments and Svy^. 
Equity. 

Major features: 

Buyback 

■ Buyback restricted to 25 per cent.of free reserves and equity annually. 

■ 24-monte cooling period only for issue of same type of security (tee issue of shares 
after the buyback of shares). No bar on tee issuance of other types of security includ¬ 
ing debt, debenture and preference equity. 

■ Free reserves defined. 

■ Debt for debt/equity ratio defined. Debt will include bote secured and unsecured debt 
for arriving at tee post-buy debt equity ratio which has been retained at 2:1. 

Inter-corporate Investments 

■ Defaulters debarred from inter-corporate investments. 

■ Non-defaulteta can make investment upto 60 per cent of their free reserves and equi¬ 
ty without approval of FIs. 

■ Default includes principal and interest payment. 

■ Exempt categories include investments by holding companies in teeir subsidiaries. 

■ Exempt categories also include NBFC^nancial Institutions which are in the business of 
funding industrial and infrastructural acterlty. 

■ Subsequent approval by shareholders for guarantees provided. 

Nomination facility 

■ Power of tee board to decline or suspend share transfer withdrawn. 

Investor protection fund 

■ Unclaimed funds to be transferred in seven not five years. 

Sweat equity 

■ Special resolution replaces ordinary resolution. 


amount to $ 560 million a year, Sri Lan¬ 
kan sales fetch only a littie ovk $ 42 m. 
On political front, neither India nor 
/ Sri Lanka have any proposal to review 
the India-Sri Lanka accord. While neither 
government is talking about the unfin¬ 
ished agenda of extraditing LTTE supre¬ 
mo Prabhakaran, whose organization 
LTTE (Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam) 
has been held responsible for assassina¬ 
tion of former Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi, this issue does stick out like a 
sore thumb. 

US-INOiA 

India loses imports case 

T he World Trade Organisation's 
(WTO) Disputes Settlement Panel 
(DSP) has ruled against India in a case 
filed by the US seeking removal of 
Quantitative Restrictions (QRs) on 
imports due to Balance of Payments 
(BoP) considerations. 

The International Monetary Fund 
assessment of India's BoP does not sup¬ 
port the need for maintaining the restric¬ 
tions. 

The US had complained on July 15, 
1997, that Quantitative Restrictions main¬ 
tained by India on import of agriculture, 
textile and industrial products were 
violative of the WTO norms. It was 
argued that these curbs went against the 
agreement on Import Licensing 
Procedures apart from Article XI; 1 and 
XVni: 11 of GATT 1994. 

India has already compromised with 
the European Union, Japan, Canada, 
Australia and New Zealand who had also 
moved the WTO against India's QRs. 
After India committed itself to a time- 
bound phaseout of tee curbs, these play¬ 
ers withdrew their demand for setting up 


Do You KnowL.. 

Th« [Mac lounchad by Apple Computers, 
hoi become the top-selling personol 
computer in USA. 1he company sold 
that it sold 278,000 iMocs in the first six 
weeks. Priced ot $1299, the iMoc sold 
50,000 machines in November 1998, 
oaounting fiir. 7.1 per cent of aH Pcs 
sold in tee US. 

t 


of disputes panel to decide the case. In 
agreements signed with European Union, 
Australia and other trading partners in 
1997, India has already agrkd to phase 
out import restrictions by 2003. 

However, tee US did not agree to a 
gradual phaseout and demanded imme- 
teate removal of the import restrictions. 
Therefore, the disputes settlement body 
of WTO, established panel on Nov 18, 
1997. However, iitstead of directing India 
to phase out these curbs in 15 months, as 
is usual in such rulings, the panel has 
asked India and USA to work out a peri¬ 
od of phasing out India’s import curbs 
(quantitative restrictions), which could be 
longer than 15 months. 

This has resulted in a situation 
where India, while losing tee argument 
in principle, has won it in practice by get¬ 
ting tee panel's backing for its expre^ed 
, inability to immediately phase out QRs. 
India argued that its sutetantial foreign 
reserves as at present have a history of 


volatility and could rapidly dwindle if 
imports were opened up quickly. 

EDUCATION 
Alarming scenario says 
UNICEF report 

T TNICEF report on education "State of 
Utee World's Children--1999"' has 
alarming things to say about the educa¬ 
tion scenario in India. 

The report says that by 2000 India ■ 
will be the world's most illiterate nation. 
Two thirds of the total number of illiter¬ 
ates in India are wcunen. The country has 
the maximum number of school dropouts 
and every third illiterate in the world is ^ 
an Intean. 

The report also says that India allo¬ 
cates just 3-7 per cent of its GNP on edu¬ 
cation. The projected allocation of 6.1 per 
cent has never been achieved. In India 
pupil-teacher ratio is among the highest 
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in the world, with 80 per cent of primary 
schools operating multigrade cla^. 

' The report finds that there is direct 
• cdrrelation between years of schooling 
and child mortality rates. The report 
ranks India 45th in child mortality, one 
notch lower than Bangladesh, and only 
J better off than Nepal in the South Asia 
: region. Pakistan ranks 33rd. Though the 
: region has seen primary enrolment climb 
from under 60 per cent in 1970 to about 70 
per cent, over 50 million children of 
■ school-going age are not in school. 

The disparity in education among 
Indian States is wide. While 9 to 10 chil¬ 
dren go to school in Kerala, the figure is 
just five in Bihar. 


DEFENCE 

: Production of N-material to 
continue 


A dopting a firm posture. Prime 
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee, on 
December 15, 1998, ruled out moratori¬ 
um on fissile material production, reject¬ 
ed restraints in maintaining a minimum 
credible nuclear deterrent and asserted 
that a positive environment was neces¬ 
sary for the successful conclusion of talks 
on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT). 

Vh Vajpayee also announced that 
flight testing of a longer range version of 
Agni ballistic missile, currently under 
development, will be conducted fully in 
accordance with established international 
practice. He further said that the govern¬ 
ment will not accept any restraints on the 
development of India's reach and devel¬ 
opment capabilities. 

Government sacks navy Chief 

O N December 30,1998 the Union gov¬ 
ernment sacked Navy Chief 
Admiral Vishnu Bhagwat for the "delib¬ 
erate defiance" of the system of Cabinet 


Do You Know... 

The first Indian Institute of Information 
Technology (HIT) is being set up in 
Allahabad and will commence classes in 
July, 1999. 


ECONOMIC NEWS 


CAP GOVERNMENT SPENDING SAYS PM’S WORK GROUP 

The working group of Prime Minister’s advisory councH on trade and industry, head¬ 
ed by Industrialist Mukesh Ambani, has recommended that there should be control 
on government expenditure, prlvatfealion of banks and financial institutions with the thrust 
on disinvestment. The group also recommended that there should be an overall cap on the 
amount government can borrow. 

The recommendation to cap government finance assumes significance In the wake 
of predictions by economists that Interest rates would jump in the markets, matdng’bor- 
rowing expensive, if government had a heavy borrowing programme. 

The group suggested that government s^l real assets and aggressively disinvest its 
equity in public sector undertakings, even at discounts, and use the proceeds to retire debt 
and reduce the interest bill. 


control over die defence forces. He is the 
first defence services chief in the history 
of independent India who has been told 
to hang his boots. 

The termination of Admiral 
Bhagwat's services came in the wake of a 
row between him and the government 
over the selection of a new Deputy Chief 
of the Naval Staff, with the Appointments 
Committee of the Cabinet clearing the 
name of Vice-Admiral Harinder Singh for 
the post, agaii»t Mr Bhagwat's wishes. 

Vice Admiral Sushil Kumar, flag 
officer, commanding-in-chief. Southern 
Command, has been appointed as the 
new Chief of the Naval Staff. 

Defence Secretary Ajit Kumar, who 
was also one of those involved in the con¬ 
troversy, was simultaneously transferred 
and T.R. Prasad, Secretary, Industrial 
Development and Promotion, has been 
appointed the new Defence Secretary. 

Almost all opposition parties, as also 
serving and retir^ armed forces officers, 
criticised the decision of the Vajpayee 
government. 

TRANSPORT SECTOR 
Task force proposals on 
highways accepted 

RIME Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee 
said that his govmunent has accept¬ 
ed the recommendations of die task force 
on infrastructure, to merge the north- 
south and east-west corridor express 
highway projects with the high-density 
golden quadrilateral comprising the 
Delhi-Mumbai-Chennai-Calcutta-Delhi 
corridor. 


The capital raised for the project 
would constitute a "special fund" which 
would not form part of the general bud¬ 
get. This would enable an assured contin¬ 
uing finance for the project. 

The Prime Minister said that the 
express ways were essential if the coun¬ 
try's economic growth rate had to be 
increased from 5 per cent, at present, to 
7.5 per cent. 

A total investment of about Rs 
1,20,000 crore is required for the con¬ 
struction of about 12,000 km of express 
highways, under the scheme, during the 
next 20 years. 

INSURANCE SECTOR 
IRA Bill referred to panel 

T he Insurance Regulatory Authority 
(IRA) Bill, which was introduced in 
Lok Sabha in the Winter Session of 
Parliament, has been referred to Joint 
Select Committee for detailed discus¬ 
sions. 

While, non-Congress opposition par¬ 
ties opposed the inti^uction of Bill, the 
support of BJP and Congress ensured that 
the Bill was tabled. While, the Congress 
was backing the Bill in principle, it had 
doubts over some clauses of the Bill, 
therefore it insisted on referring the Bill to 
a parliamentary panel. 

The IRA Bill prepared by the BJP 
government Is far more comprehensive 
and progressive as compa^ to die one 
first introduced by the UF goyemmeit in 
Decetrber 1996. ITie Bill introduced by 
the UF aimed solely at granting statutory 
status .tp the Insurance , .^gulatory 
Authority (IRA), as a precursor to the 
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opening tq) of the sector. 

The introduced by ihe B}P does 
the same, but goes ahead and defines the 
/ extent and form of domestic private and 
foreign participation. 

h a move to allay fears diat MNCs 
will bleed the-country, the Bill says clear¬ 
ly that depositors' funds will not be 
invested outside the country. 

The Bill also lays down investment 
norms for the private players, which are 
far more stringent than for the govern¬ 
ment-owned companies. Private insur¬ 
ance companies in the life insurance sec¬ 
tor will have to invest at least 85 per cent 
of its funds in government securities, 
while non-life insurance companies will 
have to put at least 75 per cent. 

By putting this rule in place, die gov¬ 
ernment is trying to achieve different 
objectives. First, it will prove to the oppo¬ 
nents of insurance reforms that adequate 
safeguards are being in place. Secondly, 
the move will also mobilise funds for the 
government's plan expenditure. 

The insurance authority will have 
the powers to issue, cancel, suspend and 
withdraw licences given to insurance 
business and protect the interests of poli¬ 
cy holders. 

PATENTS 

Government promulgates 
ordinance to meet deadline 

T he combined strength of BJP and 
Congress ensured that the Patents 
Amendment Bill 1998 was passed in R^ya 
Sabha during die V^^ter session, de^ite 
opposition of Left and JD members. 

The Bill could not be passed in the 
Lok Sabha as dideroices surfaced widiin 
the ruling BJP, as well as within the 
Congress wl^ was ofHdaily backing 


De Yon Kroil. 

Tqking the base year os 1971, the value 
of the rupee h<» steadily eroded over 
the years. In o written reply, the Finance 
Agister informed the Roiya Sobho thqt 
the value of the nipee stood at 8.9 poise 
in 1998. K hod slid below 50 ftpise in 
1980 Ohd fuithOr to 24.14 poise in 
1988, ond w« 10.04 poise in 1997. 


die Isolation. The Bill is now scheduled 
to be put up in dw Lok Sabha in the 
Budget session. 

As per the ruUng of disputes panel of 
WTO, India has time tiU April 19,1999 to 
fulfil its obligations. Failure to fulfil oblig¬ 
ation would invite punitive action. 

However, on January 5,1999, Union 
Cabinet approved the promulgation of an 
ordinance to amend Patents Act 1970, on 
the lines of Patents (Amendmoit) Bill 
1998 as passed by Rajya Sabha. 

BANKING 

Rural banks recover loss, post 
profits 

I N a remarkable turnaround, the 196 
Regional Rural Banks (RRBs), operat¬ 
ing in 23 States, have recovered about Rs 
809 acre of their losses and posted an 
impressive profit of Rs 303 aore during 
1997-98. 

The RRBs posted'profit despite nar¬ 
row interest spread, hij^ transaction cost, 
poor recovery and low business volume. 

With the exception of die eastern 
region, where 27 out of 50 working units 
are still running in losses, RRBs function¬ 
ing in other regions have showed impres¬ 
sive growth in profit. 

EarUer, as part of die restructuring 
process, the Centre had provided Rs 
773.57 crore, during the consecutive years 
from 1994-95, for clearing the balance 
sheet of this loss-making sector. 

JUDICIARY 

SC rules against abuse of PILs 

TN a major ruling which may check die 
xabuse of public interest litigation, the 
Supreme Court has said that the public 
must be compensated if a pn^ect meant 
to benefit it became costlier or got 
delayed due to die court's interim order. 

The court held that when a stay 
order is obtained at the instance (rf a pri¬ 
vate party or even at die instance of a 
body litigating In public interest, any 
interim order which stqps the project 
from proceeding furdier, must proi^e 
for the rdmbursonent of coste to the 
public in case ultfonately the litigation 
stiErted by such an individt^ or body foils. 


The judges fordid said diat ihe court 
must satisfy itself, while entertaining 
such a petition, that the public interest in.. 
holding up the pn^ect far outweighs die 
public interest in carrying it out within a 
reasonable time. 

AVIATION 

lA, Al board sacked 

T he Union Cabinet sacked the entire 
board of Air India and Indian ' 
Airlines on December 11, 1998 alter a 
prolonged confrontation between the 
civil aviation ministry and the board. 

On December 7, the common board 
of directors of both the airlines took a 
decision to merge both Indian Airlines., 
and Air India by setting up a holding' 
company with a common balance sheet. 

But, the government was convinced 
that a merger of lA and AI would derail 
its much-touted disinvestment pro¬ 
gramme for the two airlines. As the gov-; 
emment had earlia announced privatisa¬ 
tion of both airlines as separate entities, 
any merger would have given a stake to a 
foreign entity in the domestic carrier,: 
Indian Airlines, which is prohibited as 
per present laws. 

But, evai, before the merger deci¬ 
sion, trouble had been brewing between 
ministry and the common board of two 
airlines. The board's move for a fare hike 
in Indian Airlines was publicly resisted 
by Civil Aviation Minister Anantii 
Kumar. But the board continued to hamr.. 
mer home the point that sharp increases 
in operational costs, depreciation of 
rupee and unviable routes were putting 
up pressures on lA's finances. 
Eventually, the minister gave in. 

On die induction of 50-seater air¬ 
craft, tiiere were differences between the' 
ministry and lA board. The board argued 
that plying more routes in North-east, for 
which 50 seaters were to be inducted, was 
not viable for the airline. Eventually, the 
board had to yield. Brides, massive loss^ 
es made by both the airlines, in spite of ^ 
various attempts by tile presoit manage- ; 
menis for. a revival was tile other reason 
behind tile sacking. 

Now, two separate boards have been 
constituted for the two airlines, each : 
headed by-a buieauaat. 
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Short Notes 
on 

International 

Nows 

EUROPEAN UNION 
Euro is Here 

N January 1999 the continent's 
biggest financial shake up since 
World War II took place when 11 nations 
merged their currencies into euw. 

Some Facts 

■ The euro, which came into being 
on January 1, 1999 is the single common 
currency being adopted by 11 European 
countries. 1 euro will compose of 100 
euro cente. 

■ The EMU (European Monetary 
Union) is the Union of European coun¬ 
tries Aat has decided to have common 
currency (the euro), a common Central 

^ Batdc (European Central Bank), a com- 
I mon monetary, fiscal and competitive 
policies. Will also have common prod¬ 
ucts/services, capital and labour mar¬ 
kets. 

■ 11 Member States (also called 'in' 
countries) of the European Union— 
Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, 
Germany, Ireland, Way, Luxembourg, 
Netherland, Portugal, Spain—are the first 
countries to adopt the euro. The remain¬ 
ing four (called the 'pre-in' or 'out' coun¬ 
tries)—Denmark, UK, Greece, Sweden— 
are not joining because of various eco¬ 
nomic and political reasons. 

■ Eligibility criteria for joining EM: 
(/) IvOW inflation (not exceeding 1.5 per 
cent above the best three countries), (ii) 
Low interest rates (not above 2 per cent of 

Do You KnowL.. 

The new year greeting card sent by the 
Prime Minister Mr Vajpayee this year has 
the picture of a tiger. He thus become 
the first Prime Minister to chompion the 
cause of wildlife in such a fashion. The 
Worldwide Fund for Nature has 
designed and printed the card. 
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the best three performing countries), (m) 
Government debt not exceed 60 per cent 
of GDP. (iv) Annual Budget dehcit not 
exceed 3 per cent of GDP. 

■ Transition period is for three years 
(1999-2001) when both national curren¬ 
cies and euro will co-exist. During this 
period, industry and trade will have to 
indicate prices both in Euro and national 
currencies. From July, 2002, the national 
currencies will cease to exist and euro 
will be the only legal EMU tender. 

■ Euro notes and coins will be intro¬ 
duced on January 1, 2002. Until then, 
Euro currency will be traded between 
banks in electronic form only. 

Advantages and Impact on Global 
Business: Advantages are manifold. 
First, one currency is essential to 
smoothen trade and investment within 
Europe. Second, it will give Europe a 
greater voice in the global economy 
alongside United States. Third, and most 
controversially, it is seen hasteiung polit¬ 
ical integration by forcing decisions on 
economic issues to be taken jointly, there¬ 
by helping Europe avoid another war. 

Euro currency will help reduction in 
transaction costs and elimination of 
exchange rate uncertainty. For travellers 
to eurozone, the costs will immediately 
fall since exchange rates will be fixed and 
banks no longer need to include a "mar¬ 
gin" for foreign exchange risk. Big com¬ 
panies can deal in one unified market 
with no exchange costs or fears of curren¬ 
cy fluctuations. Companies will have bet¬ 
ter access to capital through link up 
among European markets. Global busi¬ 
ness dynamics indicate that the monetary 
integration will place Europe at the centre 
of world business. Till now, only the US 
has been the strongest and largest curren¬ 
cy area and now Europe proposes to chal¬ 
lenge that. 

Euroland is India's largest destina¬ 
tion for exports (nearly 25 per cent) and a 
major source of imports. On the plus side, 
euro would mean a reduction in foreign 
exchange transaction cost for exporters 
and travellers. A strong euro would also 
make India's exports more competitive in 
price sensitive product market. 

However, a strong eurb would make 
critical capital goods imports more 
expensive. This will do nothing to I 



improve India's neglitke baiahee' of trade 
with Euroland countries. 

IRAQ 

US bombs Iraqi military sites 

O N the night of December 16, 1998, 
US and UK started sustained air 
assault against Iraqi military targets, 
which stopped only after four clays. 
The move came hours after UN 
weapon inspectors decided to pull 
out of Iraq. The strikes were the 
largest that US had undertaken since 
the 1991 Gulf War. 

President Clinton said that strikes 
would continue until Iraq's military pow¬ 
er was effectively degraded. The tuning 
of the strikes—on the eve of House of 
Representative vote on Clinton's 
impeachments—set off fierce partisan 
debate among those who questioned his 
motives. 

The US military action sparked 
widespread condemnation at the United 
Nations Security Council. Some P-5 
members—Russia, China, France—called 
for an immediate halt of the strikes, while 
a beleaguered UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan described it as a "sad day " for the 
UN. 

Australia, Japan, Canada, South 
Korea, Spain gave flieir support to US 
whereas Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan and 
Arab League deplor^ the air strikes. 
Members of Arab Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), UAE, Qatar and Oman 
also condemned the US action. 

Russia recalled its envoys from US 
and UK, to show its strong disapproval. It 
was the first time since World War n fliat 
Russia had recalled its envoys to US and 
the first time from Britain, since 1971. 

UN Chief weapons inspector 
Richard Bulter, whose report triggered 
air strikes, d^ended his report that Iraq 
did not cooperate fully wi^ UN inspec- ■ 
tors. • . * ^ 

According to Pentagon, ^ four ' 
days of missile and bo^'strikes by' 
American and British troops scOf^ hifs^T’ 
on 85 p^ cent of their tat;^.'r 
. 15 bombs and ] 

at the faCflibes that iupp^ , 
.tiimaponS- p.rdg^aiBme*^a.;}; 'mdit^ 
r^rch and dpvflqjpm^ 
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racks for republican guard military units, 
missile repair facility and Iraqi dictator's 
command control structure. 

Reasons for not targetting weapons 
of mass destruction were two-fold: 
weapons of mass destruction cannot be 
targettcd with certainty and bombing 
them can release dangerous poisons and 
cause civilian casualties. US took care to 
avoid areas with civilians, to minimise 
casualties. 

Iraqi government announced that it 
was ending ail dealings with UN Special 
Commission (UNSCOM), which was cre¬ 
ated at the end of I***)! Gulf War to over¬ 
see the destruction of banned Iraqi 


weapons. 

The four-dav campaign left the 
UN Security Council divided over the 
future of UNSCOM, the future of its 
director Richard Butler and future of 
sanctions imposed on Iraq. France 
arid Russia put forth a new way to 
conduct arms inspections, US and 
Britain did not come up with any 
diplomatic initiative. 

While Iraq put forth conditions for 
talks with UN—UK and US should be 
held accountable for missile attacks, and 
crippling US .sanctions should be lifted— 
US said that it was ready to cooperate 
with UN. 

,\ccording to analysts, the US objec¬ 
tives of 'degrading the military capability 
of Iraq’, and 'to create conditions for 
overthrow of Saddam Hussein' did not 
get advanced by the current operation. 

If one accepts the Butler thesis, that 
there is still evidence of concealment of 
WMD capacity despite the efforts of 
dozens of arms inspectors over nearly 
eight years, it follows that these must be 
widely dispersed in locations as yet 
unknown to UNSCOM. 

With the departure of UN insp&tors 
and the bombings, the ability of 
UNSCOM to locate fresh sites has dwin- 


Oo You Know... 

India is expected to become the world's 
lorgest milk producer in 1998-99, with 
output touching 74 million tonnes, 
according to the Food and Agricultural 
Organisation (FAO). The country trebled 
its output in the lost 30 years. 


died to zero. 

Also, Saddam Hussein has not been 
affected by Operation Desert Fox, as an 
authoritarian regime has the capabUity to 
ensure that its essential core of support 
retains access to even a diminishing sup¬ 
ply of resources. 

It has also made it impossible tor his 
rivals in Gulf—Iran, Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait—to openly oppose him. In all the 
three States, w'hilc the ruling structures 
may be hostile to Iraqi leader, the 'man of 
the street' opinion is not in favour of Iraq 
being pummelod bv the Americans. 

MIDDLE ASIA 

No success to further push 
peace process 

T HF. three-way summit held betw'ecn 
US, Palestine and Israel, on December 
15,19Q8, broke up with no positive result 
as Israel refused to commit itself to fur¬ 
ther West Bank withdrawal or any con¬ 
cession on the rclca.se of Palestine prison¬ 
ers. 

Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu, 
whose political survival depends on sup¬ 
port of Right wing nationalists, who arc 
opposed to further concessions to 
Palestinians, insisted on a long list of 
demands w'hich Palestine should meet 
before Israel will carry any more land 
transfers according to the W'ye peace 
accord. 

Earlier, US President Bill Clinton, on 
a three-day visit to Israel and Palestine- 
ruled areas, met Netanyahu and Palestine 
President Yasser Arafat in bid to save the 
Wye peace deal. 

Mr Netanyahu had suspended the 
Wye peace accord in November, 1998, 
over alleged Palestine violations and vio¬ 
lent protests against Israel's terms for 
release of Palestine prisoners. 

In the course of his visit, Clinton 
offered a $ 1.2 billion aid to hrael to help 
the implementation of Wye peace accord 
but Clinton's gesture was not taken by 
Netanyahu in positive terms. 

Meanwhile, Palestinian National 
Council has revoked a clause in PLO 
charter that called for Israel's 
destruction. 


USA 

Clinton’s Impeachment 

W ILLIAM Jefferson Clinton will bi* 
forever marked as the second 
President in history to be impeached 
after Andrew lohnson in 1868. The lega¬ 
cy he worked so hard to build is indelibly 
stained. 

On December 11,1998, the House of 
Repre.sentativcs Judiciary Committee 
voted to impeach President Clinton and 
remove him from office for perjury and 
obstruction of justice. On December 20, 
1998, full House of Representatives voted 
to impt*ach Pn'sident after impeachment 
debate was rescheduled because of US 
missile and air strikes against Iraq. 

Leading US newspapers reacted 
w'ith dismay on President Bill Clinton's 
impeachment. The day not only saw the 
first impeachment of US President in l.TO 
years, but also the sudden resignation of 
Republican Speaker-designate Bcib 
Livingston, after he was found to have 
had extra marital affairs. 

Many social observers saw the 
impeachment battle as one more ran¬ 
corous chapter in culture clash going 
back to 1960s over the Vietnam War, 
Marijuana, Watergate, CIA spying and 
other troubles. 

Meanwhile, Clinton vowed to 
remain in office until the last hour of the 
last day of "my term". 

(/1/so sir Special Feature on Payc 

5.93). 

NEPAL 

PM resigns to head new 
government 

N EPALI Prime Minister Girija Parsad 
Koirala resigned on December 21, 
P198, to head a new four-party coalition. 
Earlier, the Nepali Congress (NC), Nepal 
Communist Party'-United Marxist and 
Leninist (NCP-UML) and other parties 
signed an agreement to form a new coali¬ 
tion government headed by Mr Koirala. 

'Ibe move was forced to end a politi¬ 
cal crisis after NCP-UML quit from NC- 
led government on December 10, accus¬ 
ing Koirala of failing to keep promises 
made when parties joined forces. 
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Thi* NC has 87 scats in Parliament, 
NCP-U\fl, 46, NDP 19 and NCP3. 

Multi-party rule was ushered into 
this Himalayan Kingdom in Wl, after a 
popular pro-democracy uprising. King 
Birendra was forced to accept a new con¬ 
stitution that stripped him of his ahsolute 
powers. 

But eight years later, political li\id- 
cr.s, out to settle scores with rieals, liace 
made an unwilling referee of the king, 
giving him more powers than was 
intended in the process. 

Y2K PROBLEM^ 

UN meet 

INDl’lJL of the magnitude- of the 
possible disruptions expected to be 
trigger'd by the millennium computer 
bug Y2K, Unitcxl Nations hosted a mec-t 
on Di'cember 12, 1998, in which 130 
countries participated. 

The meeting was called in the 
hope that personal contacts will lead 
to the elaboration ot regional plans to 
lorestall some ot the nightmare sce¬ 
narios feared by public. Some of the 
possible disruptions which are 
expected are: global cash shortages, 
shipping delays, flight disruptions 
and power breakdown. 

The meeting also discusscxl so-called 
"SVV.\T teams" that would follow up 
problems after the January 1, ZOt'O dead¬ 
line, and include international crisis 
teams who would visit countries in need 
of technical support. 

Tine consequences of the 2000 prob¬ 
lem arc unpredictable, but not all failures 
would occur at midnight on December 
31, 1999, Stime failures, including credit 
cards being rejected as "expired", are 
already happening, w'hile "other prob¬ 
lems will continue to appear well into the 
next century". 



PAKISTAN 

Gets money instead of F-16s 

A n eight-year old dispute with the 
United States, over 28 r-16 fighters 
which were never delivered, has been 
amicably solved. Pakistan had paid $ 658 
million tor the planes in 1990, but 
Washington kept the money and the air¬ 
craft to punish Islamabad for its nuclear 
programme. Delivery of the planes had 
been blocked by the Prosier amend¬ 
ment. 

Under the terms of the agreement, 
Pakistan has nveived a total of $464 nail- 
lion, most ot which has been paid in cash 
on lanuarv I, 1999 The balance will be 
adjusted ox er the next two years in wheat 
and other purchasc-s. Tlie figure includes 
a deduction by the US as serv ice charges. 

Pakistan had been pressing for 
retund of money for quite sometime. The 
pressure was increased following a 
severe economic crisis in the country due 
to the imposition of US economic sanc¬ 
tions afU-r its nuclear blasts. Tlie approval 
for the payments came on the eve of 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's visit to US 
in December, 1999. 

RUSSiA-BELARUS 
Union accord signed 

N December 25, 1998, Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin and his 
Belarussian counterpart Alexander 
Lukashenko signed a "historic" agree¬ 
ment on drawing the two Slavic neigh¬ 
bours into a full-blown Union. 

The union would be submitted to a 
n-ferendum in both countries in 1999. The 
two sides would shortly create appropri¬ 
ate supranational institutions and a single 
budget. Yelstin commented on the 
agreement by saying that "it met the 
aspirations of people of both countries to 
move towards a full blown union". 

FRANCE 

Corridors of power opened to 
women 

O N December 16, 1998, the French 
Natiohal Assembly unanimously 
approved a constitutional amendment 


giving women more clout in the corri- , 
dors of power. The Bill added an article 
to the more than 200-year-old French 
Constitution, stating that "the law' 
favours equal access for men and women 
to mandates and positions". 

Tlie law would open the wav tqaffir- 
mative action—that is, positive discrimi¬ 
nation through legislation on political, 
economic and social matters. Tin- amend¬ 
ment w'ill become law after approval by 
the Upper House of Parliament, the 
Senate. 

While women make up 53 per cent of 
the French population, their representa¬ 
tion is the second lowest in l.urope after 
Greece, with 1()..5 per cent in the National 
Assembly and barely six per cent in the 
Senate. 

SPORTS 

Year of Sports sleaze 

LLFGATIONS of bribery, vote sell¬ 
ing, drugs and match-fixing, along 
with lockouts and strikes turned 1998 
into the "year of sports sleaze". 

In January, Australian custom offi¬ 
cers in Sydney discovered a Chinese 
swimmer trying to smuggle 13 vials of 
human growth hormone into the country, 
for the world championships in Perth. 

The battle for the president of FIFA, 
football’s ruling body, ended in allega¬ 
tions of vote. Claims of cash being hand¬ 
ed over on the eve of the election in Paris 
in June did nothing to enhance the tar¬ 
nished image of sports politics. 

Tlie cycle race. Tour de lYance, was 
wrecked by the biggest drug scandal ever 
to hit any sport. As the French police 
staged raid after raid, only 14 of the 21 
teams that started the blighted tour 
remained, dranwtically reducing the field 
of riders. 

The International Olympic 
Committee found itself being rocked to 
the core in Decemher. Former 
International Ski Federation president 
and IOC member Marc Hodler suddenly 
declared in l..ausanne that IOC members 
had demanded money from cities bid¬ 
ding for Olympics. 

The bombshell stunned the IOC •, 
leadership, who promptly set up an 
investigation. Beijing, who lost the 2000 
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games to Sydney, repeated their complaints that there was 
more than met the eye in their two-vote defeat to the 
Australian city. 

Cricket found itself battling against allegations of 
slea/e when it was revealed that two of Australia's crick¬ 
et icons had been paid by bookmakers to report on the 
state of pitch and the weather during Australia's tour of 
Sri T.anka four years ago. 

CHINA 

PLA takes up military diplomacy 

C HINA Peoples Liberation Army (PLA), w'hich is in the 
process of ma.ssive miliUry modernisation, has taken up 
military diplomacy in a big way to dispel 'fears' among 
neighbours and other countries, alike, that Beijing is a 
threat to them, 

The PT A's military diplomacy has made contribution to a 
better international and domestic environment for China's 
reforms and opening up of the economy, in turn, has proven that 
the PLA is a disciplined peace-loving force and an important one 
for guarding regional and world peace, stability and develop¬ 
ment. 

The PLA, founded in 1*327, has followed the 
principle. that military diplomacy should serve 
national diplomacy. 

China's armed forces have established relations with 
its counterparts in more than 100 countries, and opened 
*)*) military attache offices abroad, 1.3 times the number in 
1*378, the year before the policy of reform and I'pening-up 
was introduced. The PLA has also sent more than 1,200 
delegations to over 80 countries, and have received over 
1,*300 delegations. 

China's military has also taken a more active role in inter¬ 
national peacekeeping in recent years. Since 1*38*3, it has sent 
over 1,200 military personnel to take part in six United Nations 
peacekeeping actions. 

China's naval forces have also increased its international 
presence by visiting more than 20 countries in the l*390s. The 
Chinese navy made its first trip across the Pacific in 1997, to the 
United States and South America. 

The PLA is currently undergoing a downsizing to 
reduce its ranks by 500,000 over the next three years, and 
upgrade its military technology as it gears up to take on 
the challenge of the biggest arntics in the world in the 21st 
century. 


Do You Know... 

Railways, waterways and ports have been given infrastructure 
status. This means that investment in this sector wiH now get tax 
benefits ond cheaper credit facilities. 

AAeanwhile, India has given graei;i signal to the Asia-Europe rail 
corridor project running through Indio, Pokistan and Iron. The 
project is expected to be completed in next two years. 



Develoii 

Course 


• In3months... •ByPOST..y 


Are you sdiniiig fw a positloa. 
of auMtrvt lunuenee...? 


Are you a person who won't be 
satisfied wKh the background 
jobs of life'’ And do you want to 
bo in a position of authority or 
influence'^ 

Then... you need the most 
important situation manage¬ 
ment skill there is: The skill of 
speaking English ttuenlty... 

Yes... Smoothly and continu¬ 
ously.. Without hesitation.. 

A warU-ctass course 

Here's a world-class course — 
the one and only. It helps you get 
the fluency power... 3o you 
can stop speaking English with 
difficulty.. And start speaking it 
eaaily... With your words flowing 
out... Freely... Spontaneously... 

Mot an ortllnaiy course 

Note this: This is not an elemen¬ 
tary or intermediate spoken 
English course... No...This is an 
advanced fluency course. It 
concentrates on fluency 
techniques... 

Fluency techniques... 

These fluency techniques help 
you put spoken English to real 
use: * They help you tell 
stories... Narrate events... 
Describe things... Take a stand 
and defend it... And do a lot of 
things... With a fine flow ot 


English. • They help you protect 
yourself well... In career and 
media interviews... Meetings... 
Negotiations... Discussions.. j 

P'Pioneers & leaders... 

We were the Ont to start a cor¬ 
respondence course in spoken 
English in India... And the Hnt 
to design a course in fluency 
development... And the Oral to 
study the role ot fluency as a 
situation management tool... 

Yes. We're India's fluency 
specialiata... 

Our learners... 

We're a national-level institute. 
We have learners from all parts 
of India... And from abroad... 

Our past learners include Civil 
Service officers. Judicial 
officers. Commissioned officers, 
Advocates, Doctors, Journalists, 
Executives, Businessmen and 
candidates for aupartar jobs. 

Act OOW... 

Don't forget this: People judge 
your quality and worth.. from 
how fluently you speak English. 

So don't just speak English 
— speak It fluently... 

JSi For Booklet a Application 
Form, send us Rs. 15/-... by MO 
or PO— TODAY... HURRY... 


\a 


ADULT 

rACULTIES 

COUNCIL 


M - 26C, Oavaswam ParairRxj Road, 
Elamakkara PO, KOCHI - 682 026. 

9 0484 - 345449. 0484 - 331161. Fax: 0484 - 331161. 

Sttuation-managemeiit through words.,. 








CURRENT 6ENERU KNOWIJERH 


ABBREVIATIONS 

BVRAAM: Beyond Visual Range Air- 
to-Air Missile 

FTA: Free Trade Area 
LCA; Light Combat Aircraft 

AWARDS 

Bharat Ratna, 1999 

L OKNAYAK layaprakash Narayan has 
been awarded the Bharat Ratna 
pofithuniously. 

F.E. Economics Award, 1998 

F ormer governor of the RBI, C. 

Rangarajan, has been selected for the 
Award. 

G.K. Reddy Memorial Award 

M l- Akbar, Editor-in-Chief of the Asian 
kgc, is the recipient of tlie G .K. Reddy 
Memorial Award for his contribution to the 
field of journalism. 

N.T. Rama Rao National Film Award 

S IVA 11 Ganesan has beim selected for the 
N.T. Rirma Rao National Film Award for 
1998, for his contribution to growth and 
development of the Indian cinema. 

Vyas Samman, 1998 

H NDI litterateur Govind Mishra has 
een a'lected for theaward forhis work, 
Paanch Annj^mn VJala Char. 

BOOKS 

Adwitiya Amartya (Unparalleled | 
Amartya) 

T he first book in Bengali on Amarh'a : 

Sen's life. It is written by Pranati 
Bandyopadhyay and her husband 
Niharendu Mukhopadhyay. 

Defending India 


overhaul ot the Ministry of Defence. 
Polyster Prince 

! 'T’HF biography of DhirubhaiAmbani by 
X Hamish McDonald. ThcAmbanis have 
mo\ ed court against the publication of the 
book. 

CONFERENCE 

Petrofech-99 

T he four-day international petroleum 
conference began in New Delhi on 
, January 9, 1999, attended by delegates 
; from 25 countries. It was organised by 
Indianoil Corporation with the theme 
"21st century: Challenges and Opportu¬ 
nities", and was the biggest showcase of 
Asia for oil technology. 

CYBERSPACE 

Cyber-buffs develop Bharatbhasha 

A font-based software— P/wratWws/w— 
wherein users can type Hindi, 

, Bengali, Marathi, Gujarati and Punjabi on 
an "querty" layout English keyboard, has 
been deyeloped. 

^ Most of the words of the above five 
i languages are mapped onto their English 
equivalents, and users need not remember 
; the new keyboard layout to work in their 
own languages. 

The software is available absolutely 
free. One can download it without paying 
j anything from BImrathhasha website on 
1 internet at http:/ /www.bharatbhasha.org. 

I One can compose e-mail and cre¬ 
ate web pages through these language 
: fonts. 

Now Indian languages can be used 
! from any part of the world and any com- 
: puter is capable of using Indian languages. 

DAYS 


T Jaswant Singh, it points 1 Technology Day 

V V out that national security depends : TV 
on economic well-being and advocates an iVlnology Day' 


been declared as 'Tech¬ 
nology Day'. On this day, three 


; important events took place: the final test 
' flight of Uansa-3, the firing of the TrisIwI 
I missile and the conducting of three 
i nuclear tests by India. 

DEFENCE 

India to test-fire Astra 

T he Defence Research and Develop¬ 
ment Organisation (DRDO) will test- 
■ flv the first Beyond Visual Range Air-to- 
I Air Missile (BVRAAM).4srm bv julv 1999. 

. The country's Light Combat Aircraft 
I (LCA) will be equipped with these Astni 
j missiles. 

; The next generation air combat mis- 
! sile, using a locally-developed solid fuel 
1 propellant, will be 5.8 metre long and 
i equipped with an active radar seeker. In- 
; d ia will become the first developing coun- 
' try to produce such a state-of-the-art 
1 air-to-air missile. 

! Though IndianAir Force operates the 

Russian BVR and the French-made Magic 
Matra missiles, it is now venturing to pro- 
] duce its ow'n BVR A AM. There were plans 
to equip the Mirage 2000 aircraft with the 
; locally-made BVRAAM, eventually super- 
I seding the French Super 5.50 and Magic 
j Malra-1 and Magic Matra-2 air-to-air com- 
i bat missiles. 

I 

{ India to buy Admiral Gorshkov 
TTSfDlA has signed a Memorandum of Un- 
Iderstanding with Russia for the ptuchase 
of 44,500 tonne aircraft carrier "Admiral 
Gorshkov". 

Russia has offered the aircraft carrier 
free of cost, but the total deal W'ould be 
worth atmmd Rs 2,000 cron?, as "Admiral 
Gorshkov" needs a major refit, including 
modifications on its flight deck. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Bluest ozone hole over Antarctica 

T he size of dte hole in the ozone layct 
in 1998, over Antarctica was the larg- 
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est-evtT measured and lasted a month 
longer than in 1997. 

i The National Weather Service Argen¬ 

tina, said the early stage—called an epi¬ 
sode—in which the ozone hole appears 
over the Antarctic, ended in December 1998 
and was the largest and most intense on 
record. 

The area covered by low ozone values 
was larger than 10 million square km for 
more than 100 days. The "average amount 
of ozone during the months of September, 
October and November showed a shortfall 
of nearly 40 per cent compared to average 
values before 1976, which is considered the 
base year for measuring atmospheric 
ozone. In 19M8, the hole started to appear 
15 days before the usual time, lasted two 
or three weeks longer, and showed the 
longest duration ot areas that had very low 
ozone. 

^ India leader in the wind industry 

I NDIA is the leader in the developing 
world in the wind industry, generating 
over 900 megaw'atts ot wind power. Wind 
development has, however, slowed in In¬ 
dia during the last two yecus, mainly due 
to tlie suspension of the generoas tax breaks 
tfuit were enacted in the mind 1990s. The 
Indian government may restore sttme of 
the inventives, which could boost wind 
power development in 1999. 

Unlike India, China has not yet estab¬ 
lished a solid legal basis for a sustained 
wind power industry, according to the 
Worldwatch Institute. But China has the 
*1 clear potential to become a wind super¬ 
power with abundant wind resource in 
several regions, including a vast stretch of 
inner Mongolia. China's wind potential is 
estimated to exceed its total current gener¬ 
ating capacity. 

The world as a whole added 2,100 
megawatts of new wind energy generat¬ 
ing capacity in 1998, and 35 per cent more 
than what was added in 1997, according to 
the report. 

TTie 1998 boom in wind energy was 
led by Germany, which added 800 mega¬ 
watts, pushing its wind energy capacity to 
over 2,800 megawatts. 

Denmark continued as a leader in the 
global wind power industry in 1998, add¬ 
ing 235 megawatts of capacity. Denmark's 


i 1,350 megawatts of wind power now ac- 
j count for over 8 per cent of the country's 
j electricity. 

j PERSONS 

j Narayan, Jayaprakash 

L OICNAYAK jayaprakash Narayan, who 
^ has been awarded the country's high- 
' est civilian honour, the Bharat Ratna, post- 
I humousl^, was associated with the Con- 
gri>ss-Socialisl movement. He led a move- 
! ment against corruption in high places 
I and excesses during the Emergency to 
! bring end to Congress rule for the first 
time in 1977. Under him, different parties 
had come together to form the Janata 
. party, which led the country's first non- 
Congress government. 

RESEARCH 

Dirt-proof Clothes 

A chemii al process developed by BrilLsh 
ciendsts could, in future, lead gar¬ 
ment manufacturers to develop clothing 
that never gets dirty. 

Developed by researchers at the uni¬ 
versity at Durham, children wearing 
. clothes made with the process could make 
as much mess as they like, yet remain clean 
and dry. 

The treatment creak's an in visible non- 
. stick surface coating that repels water, 
i grease and dirt, thus keeping the clothes 
i spick and span despite constant exposure 
to the outside environment. 

I Besides being useful for clothing, 
i the process has hundreds of other ap- 
■ plications, ranging from aircraft parts 
' and ship hulls to bank notes and wall 
: paper. 

, SPACE 

i Astronauts enter new space station 
j OlX Astronauts entered the new Interna- 
; CHional Space Station and became the first 
j guests aboard the 400 km-high outpost on 
■ December 11,1998. 

Robert Cabana, commander of the 
I attached .shuttle Endeavour and Russia's 
Sergei Krikalev were the first to enter the 
space station. 

The astronauts installed air ducts and 
fans and also planned to bring aboard 
clothes and other supplies for the first per¬ 
manent crew, due to arrive in 2000. The 




] space station consists of only two n)oms 
I so far and is more than five years from 
; completion. 

* NASA's Observatory renamed 
Chandra 

N ASA has renamed its .Advanced X- 
ray Facility (AXAF), to be launched 
after April 1999, as Chandra, in honour of 
' the late Indian-American .Nobel laureate 
Subrahmanyan Chandra-sekhar 

The X-ray observatory will help as- 
■ tronomers to understand the structure 
I and evolution t)f the universe by study¬ 
ing powerful sources of X-rays, such as 
exploding stars, matter falling into black 
, holes and other celestial objects. Chandra 
observatory will provide images that are 
50 times more detailed than pre\ ious X- 
ray emissions. 

More than 45 feet in length and weigh¬ 
ing more than five tonne, it will be one of 
the largest objects e\ er placed in earth's 
orbit by the space shuttle. 

Mars Climate Orbiter Launched 

N ASA has launched two missions to 
Mars to pivbe the planet's frigid at¬ 
mosphere and rugged landscape tor signs 
of water. 

On December 12,1998, the Mars Cli¬ 
mate Orbiter lifted off atop a Delta 2 
, rocket and is due to arrive at Mars next 
September, after a 669 million km voy- 
: ‘'Ke. 

On January 4, 1999, the -Mars Polar 
; I ander, carrying two microprobes, took off 
from Cape Canaveral on an ll-monfh jour¬ 
ney to Mars. 

On Decemlier 3,1999 it will bt'gin to 
, scoop up dirt from the surface with a ro¬ 
botic arm. 

1 The lander will then bake the 
’ scoiiped up dirt in a tiny oven it carries 
j to ascertain if any water vapour is re¬ 
leased. 

The microprobes will break aw'av 
i and dive into the Martian surface to 
I burrow as deep as three feet, drill into 
' the soil, and heat the soil with lasers to 
1 analyse its water and carbon dioxide 
^ content. The spacecraft, with their esca- 
j lating degree of sophistication, will re- 
I turn a Martian soil sample to Earth by 
I the year 2008. 
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MISCELLANY 

Record losses in weather-related 
disasters in 1998 

S torms, flotxis, droughts .md fires have 
cost at least $ 89 billion in economic 
lo.sses worldwide during 1998, according 
to the W’orldwatch Institute. 

This represents a 48 per cent increUsSC' 
o\ er the previous record ol $ 60 billion in 
1996, and far exceeds the* $ 55 billion in 
losses for the entire decade of the 1980s. 

An estimated 32,000 people have bi'en 
killed and 300 million displaced and forced 
to resettle elsewhere. 

Fmm C’hina to Central America, the 
most damaging of these events were "un¬ 
natural" disasters, in which the "hand of 
iTUin" could Ih* clearly stx»n, like the nvlaim- 
ing of fon'sts iind wetlands and the intense* 
population pressure on vulnerable flood 
plains and hillsides. While meteorologists 
connect some of the 1998 disastc*rs to 1:1 
Nino and its aftermath, the report notc*s 
that no precious tl Nino has resulted in 
sui'h devastation. 

In India, 10,000 peo['le were killed by 
a cyclone in June and dozens more in a 
Himalayan landslide in August. Damage 
estimates exceed $ 1 billion. 

Bangiadt*sh suffered iN most extensive 
floiul of the century. Two-thirds of the low- 
lying areas at the mouth of the Ganges and 
Brahmaputra rivers was inundated for 
months on end, leaving 30 million home¬ 
less 

The costliest disaster of the year was 
the flooding ol China's Yangtze, which 
resulted in 3,700 deaths, dislocated 223 
million people, inundated 25 million hect¬ 
ares of cropland and cost $ 30 billion. 

Satellite networking 

S ATFLI.ITI- networking promises to 
revolutionise wireless telephony. 

No matter where one is, all that is 
needed to connect elsewhere on earth 
wou'd be a number with satellite networks 
and a handset. 

The Iridium network has 66 satellites 
orbiting earth in sbe planes. They operate 
approximately 780 km above the earth in 
1 ow Eaitli Orbit (LEO). Each satellite has 
a life span of five to eight years. It can 
transmit voice and data in digital form with 
the Indium's global mobile personal com- 
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muirication system offering fax and pager 
services to any corner in the world. 

Iridium engintrers are pioneers in pm- 
viding global roaming facility* to cellular 
phone users. By investing $ 70 million in 
the project, India enjoys a proud position 
in the project, with the South Asian gatc*- 
vvav being located at Dighi, near Pune, 
bringing the whole of the sub-continent in 
its ambit. 

Top 10 Scientific discoveries of 1998 

The Discovery that a strange force is 
helping push the universe apart tops a list 
of the 10 leading scientific discoveries of 
1998, announced by the American Asso¬ 
ciation for the Advancement Science 
(AAAS). 

Other discoveries on the list includes: 

■ Discoveries about circadian 
clocks: Sec eral teams of researchers are 
finding these exist virtually in ex ery cell of 
every living creature, from bacteria to hu¬ 
mans. 

■ Genome sequencing: Research¬ 
ers trying to map all the genes in various 
creatures succeeded in several species, 
most notably the F.legans worm, the tu¬ 
berculosis bacillus and the syphilis bac¬ 
terium 

■ The development of new drugs 
to treat and even prevent cancer. 
Herceptin, the first gene-based treatment 
for breast cancer, was approved; the 
breast cancer drug Tamoxifen and 
Reloxifene was found to prevent or at 
least delay breast cancer in healthy 
women. 

■ The discovery that neutrinos 
have mass. In June, US and Japanese sci¬ 
entists said they had the first evidence that 
the tiny sub-atomic particles have mass, a 
finding that could be key to establishing 
the long-sought goal of a grand unifica¬ 
tion theory of physics. 

■ The creation of biochips, the bio¬ 
logical equivalent of computer chips. 
They can be ust*d to speed up the analysis 
of UNA, screening of blood samples and 
other laboratory chores. 

■ Experiments in teleportation, in 
which physicists managed to transfer the 
quantum state of one photon to another. 

■ Discoveries of how infections can 
cause the immune system to go haywire 


in a condition known as autoimmune dis¬ 
ease. 

■ Advances in combinatorial 
chemistry, a technique that allows re¬ 
searchers to make hundreds of thousands 
of new compounds all at once, and test 
them. 

■ Understanding of the potaSsium 
channel in cells. 

Indian gives solution to Fermat's 
theorem 

A Nagpur University mathematics pm- 
essor has claimed that he has foimd 
an alternative proof of the internation¬ 
ally-known Fermat's last theorem. Ac¬ 
cording to the theorem, no number of 
the form of 'z raised to the power n' (for 
example 5 raised to the^ power .3 is 125) 
can be expressed as the sum of two other 
similar numbers when n is greater than 
two. 

Mr V.K. Gurtu, professor and head 
of the mathematics department in Lax- 
minarayan Institute of Technology, said 
he had found a Simpler Solution. The 
only proof by Andrew Wiles of 
Princeton University in 1995, was a 109- 
page one, and difficult to understand, 
Gurtu said. 

The theorem was given by the famous 
seventeenth century French jurist and 
matliematician, Pierre de Fermat, in 1637, 
in a nurginal note on the well-known 
Pythagoras theorem. 


NEW MILLENNIUM 

Our reader J.R Gupta from New 
Delhi has written to say that the new 
millennium does not start on Janu¬ 
ary 1,2000 as has been mentioned 
in the media, including Competition 
Master. The new millennium actually 
starts from January 1, 2001. Noted 
science fiction writer Arthur C. Clarke 
has also confirmed this because the 
Western caiendar starts With year 1 
and 0. We thank our reader for this 
information. 

The time for celebration to wel¬ 
come the new millennium is Decem¬ 
ber 31,2000. The third millennium 
begins on Jaramry 1, 2001. 







TS 


ATHLETICS 

Fukuoka International men's 
marathon 

JACKSON Kabiga of Kenya won the mara¬ 
thon at Fukuoka, Japan, on December 6, 
1W8. 

BADMINTON 

All India Prix Gold Cup 

GOPI Chand beat Nikhil Kanitkar 15-10, 

15-8, to bag the men's title. 

In the women's final, Manjusha 
Kanwnr brushed aside PVV Lakshmi 11-3, 
11 - 6 . 

The tournameJJt was held in Bareilly. 

BILLIARDS 

National Women Championship 
FARAH Khan of Karnataka completed a 
hat-trick at the National Billiards Champi¬ 
onship held at New Delhi, beating Amrita 
Mohapatra of Orissa in the finals. 

CRICKET 

Taylor makes world record 
AUSTRALIAN captain Mark Taylor 
made the world record for taking the 
highest number of Test catches when he 
snapped up Mark Ramprakash off Glenn 
McGrath during the fifth Test against 
England. Earlier, the record was held by 
Allan Border who has 156 catches in 156 
Tests. Taylor has taken 51 catches off 
Shane Warne, the best fielder-bowler 
combination in history, ahead of Gary 
Sobers-Lance Gibbs pair of the West 
Indies, who had 39 victims. 

The Ashes Test Series 
AUSTRALIA beat England by 205 runs in 
the Third Ashes Test match played at 
Adelaide and secured the Ashn for the 
sixth conseditive time. England wonby 12 
^runs in the fourth Ash^ 'fost played at 


I Melbourne (December 26-29,1998). Dean 
Headley claimed 6 wickets to become man 
! of the match. 

I In the fifth Test played in Sydney, 
: Stuart MacGill became Australia's 
new spin hero when he took 7 English 
wickets. England were out for 188, 
chasing a score of 287 to win. Austra- 
j lia won the Test by 98 runs and the 
! series 3-1. 

Duleep Trophy 

' CENTRAL Zone beat West Zone by 122 
runs in the 38th Duleep Trophy final match 
played at Aurangabad. 

i South Africa-West Indies Test Series 
i ALLAN Donald spearheaded South 
I Africa's 178-run victory over West Indies 
i in the second Test played at Port Elizabeth, 
j Set 320 to win. West Indies collapsed at 
141. The man of the match was Shaun 
; Pollock. 

j In the third Test at Durban South Af- 
j rica won by 9 wickets, giving them a 3-0 
I lead in the 5-match series. 

i 

: Pakistan-Zimbabwe Test Series 
j THE weather-hit second Test at 
: Lahore was abandoned as a draw af¬ 
ter mist and fog prevented any play 
on the fifth and final day. The Third 
Test at Faislabad was also abandoned 
without a ball being bowled. Zimba¬ 
bwe led the series 1-0 after a win in 
; Peshawar, giving them their first over- 
I seas Test win. 

» 

India-New Zealand Test Series 
THE first Test at Carisbrook was aban- 
. doned withoiit a ball being bowled. The 
second Test’ at Basin Reserve in 
Wellirtgton, saw India crumbling to New 
^Zealand. They were beaten by four wick- 


I ets as Indian bowlers failed. The man of 
j tire match was Simon Doull. The third Test 
ended in a draw. Thus, New Zealand won 
I the series 1-0. The highlight of the match 
i* was centuries by Rahul Dravid who hit 
i 190 and 103 n.o. thus becoming only the 
, fourth Indian to hit centuries in both in- 
: nings of a match. 

I HANDBALL 

Men's Senior Championship 
SERVICES retained the title by defeating 
Madhya Pradesh 35-22 in the finals held in 
Vijayawada. 

SQUASH 

' World Open Championship 
I JONATHAN Power of Canada beat Pe- 
' ter Nicol of Scotland in the World Open 
! Squash Championship held in Doha 
I from November 29 to December 5, 
i 1998. 

I 

i TABLE TENNIS 
i Junior National Championship 
j BENGAl, w'on both the boys and girls 
! singles and doubles titles in the finals in 
; the 60th Junior National Table Tennis 
Championship hold at Jalandhar. 

I TENNIS 
i Davis Cup, 1998 

: SWEDEN beat Italy 4-1 to win tire Davis 
j Cup. 

; VOLLEYBALL 
I Senior Women National 
I Championship 

REIGNING champions Indian Railways 
lifted the 47th Senior Rational Volleyball 
Championship in the women's section 
for the 13th time in a row defeating 
Kerala. The championship was held at 
Chinsurah. 
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WHO $ WHO 


Appointments Etc 


Aptointed^ Elected Etc 

Victor Joy Way: He has been 
appointed as Prime Minister of Peru. 

P.M. Sayeed: He has been elected. 
Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha. 

Admiral Sushi! Kumar: He has been 
appointed as the new Indian Navy Chief. 

Gen V.P. Malik: He has been 
appointed Chairman of the Chief of Staff 
Committee. 

R.X. Rttghavan: He has been 
appointed as CBI Director. 

Indrajil Khanna: He has been 
appointed Enforcement Director. 

Air Marshal P.S. Brar: He has been 
appointed Vice Chief of Air Staff. 


Resigned 

Vishnu Bhagwttt: Chief of Naval 
Staff, who was sacked by the 
government. 

Distinguished Visitors 

Chandrika Kumaratunga: President 
of Sri Lanka. 

Yevgeny Primakov: Prime Minister 
of Russia. 

Maha Vajirabng; Prince of Thailand. 

Yuri D. Bukreev: Chief of Main 
Department of Russian land forces. 

Died 

Kavi Pradeep: Poet and recipient of 
the Dadasaheb Phalke Award for 1997. 


EWENTS 


DECEMBER 

II—A Thai Airlines plane with 146 
passengers crashes while trying to 
make an emergency landing in 
southern Thailand. 

14—The controversial Constitution (84th 
amendment) Bill for reservation of 
seats for w'omen, is introduced in the 
Lok Sabha by Law' Minister Thambi 
Durai, amidst din and slogan¬ 
shouting. 

16—L’S and British forces launch air strikes 
against Iraq for its non-compliance 
with UN resolution. 

19— Bill Clinton is impeached and becomes 
the si*cond President in United States 
histor)' to suffer the indignity. 

—A bomb explosion caused by suspectt*d 
ULFA militants in Dhubri district of 
lower Assam kills 10 people, including 
6 policemen. 

20— President Bill Clinton calls off the air 
strike against Iraq and refuses to quit 
after his impeachment. 

—The 1.3th Asian Games close in 
Bangkok. 

28—India and Sri Lanka reach a long 
awaited free trade agreement. 

30—The Tatas create history by launching 
their car, Indica, and IncUa joins the 
select group of countries that 
manufacture their own car. 


JANUARY 

1—The single European currency, Euro, 
comes into existence and is predicted 
to become a major currency in the 
world, rivalling the US dollar and 
Japanese yen. 

3— Pakistan's Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif escapes an attempt on his life 
as a bomb explodes on a bridge in 
central Pakistan minutes before he 
was to pass over it. 

4— The Mars polar lander of NASA, to 
uncover frozen water on the planet, 
is launched from Cape Canaveral, 
Florida. 

—Gunmen massacre 16 people in Shiite 
muslim mosque in Eastern Punjab 
Province of Pakistan. 

5— The Union Cabinet approves the 
promulgation of an Ordinance to 
amend the Patents Act, 1970. 

7— The United States Senate begins 
proceedings in the impeachment trial 
ot President Bill Clinton. 

—Shiv Sena activists dig up the cricket 
pitch in New Delhi to prevent the 
cricket Test match between Pakistan 
and India. 

8— The government slashes diesel prices 
by about 10 per cent throughout the 
country. 

—President KR. Narayanan promulgates 


the Prasar Bharatl (Broadcasting 
Corporation of India) Amendment 
Ordinance, 1999. 
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Dreaming Hefps but'only wlfertUx^htev€"your dream you act / 
You act in a very pa^ve way- Step by step you proceed towards 
achieving what yoU^have dreamt You are either Jjl^2 and you 
are aiming at Engineering dr Medical tolleges or you are a 
Graduate aiming at Civil Services or CDS or may be for MBA- 
CAT. Just follow the steps below and your GOAL will be within 
your reach- 

Step - 1 Set Your GOAL with strong determination. 

Step - 2 Join Sachdeva New P. T. College and commence your 

preparation under able guidance of highly 
experienced professors. 

Step- 3 Go through the Highly Structured, Scientific Study 
Material and Printed Notes. 

Step - 4 Attend ‘Very Similar Tests’; Precisely the type you 
have to ultimately attempt. 

Final Step Face the Final exam with confidence and come out 
with flying colours I 


Classroom Coaching & Correspondence Courses for 


MBA, Bank PO, Asst, Grade, Clerks' Grade, NDA 
CDS, CA/CS (Found.) &AII Other Competitive Exams. 



SACHPEVA 

■Sr COi iEOE 


at* • aora s«^y pim* • AtaoAAN iiMrft na. • aliamapao patMtai 

A A • AMPAL A MehahM Ad. • AIMPTAAA A«i»'A« Pa«li • AMPUL Amalt^Ada 9 PALAtPAI 
Atdiiabad8«i«r««PAA»APANMrAaMyCinMAPPPUtARAinatiafi AAdPCAMAUPUA 
Naw Alia Stand Ad • PHAOAAK Miyabw AA« PMATPeA Pawta Haaaa AA dPHAAt Naw 
CMaCaftaa •PMAMAMNaartwa Stand • PMOPALIMtayaNp. dPiniPANISMIVAR Salwnd 
9tm. • POKAAOSm A • CALCUTTARMIAiMWdKIdMi AA • CHANDIOAflNSae 22C ACOCMI 
Thammanam • PUTTAOC ikik AAiCliandICWMk • OAlMMNPAMOTpwRA APINAAOUN 
A4par A A • DtUA Np. * CNmni taiir f Dafanaa Catony P Atasaway PMadhuban 

Ckaa* f SiHfearyurS TAab Nyr. P PAMDAPAP Satar PtaBaaCamytaM. Saa.f d • PAVAOypeala 
OandM Matdan • PNABAPAD Opp.OtaHdhtayOnantaA PORAKMPUP Oaudpta • PUAaON 
eMitnaadPUWANAriA^aafhAd APIIMLtPPThallptnPLaaMwAHALPMAIAAMaVAM 
Catany • HAMPAPUR taIMfmplayRNni eaetaiiva • KAPUR AAnv Ad • MAPOWAR OaM Ad 
PMUPMadalTaatataJAyURQanPiWgi • JALAMONARLKpatNsr.MM.• JAMMU0«idM 
SPtaaaaRAPJAIMNKDPUR ARanPaNsr. • JNANtI CMLtaaa • JOONPURAatanda 
AA PKAISMt A.R.Nr- pKARNAL Saa. IS •NORV.MTPCTaanU# • tUDMANA A*b SagA 
• MALPA OurtaSwy • HtpRUT Pasimi Prfdpa RA # MPRAPAPAP CIvA LMaa 
aMUtAPPARNAPAR Padar Paav afPOAPPARPUR Clwadratak Ckawk a PAMIPAT Idadat 
fern PPATIALA iaalalAawtai a MTMA Nrm Tala # SothsRAP PURI OandM HRuriM 
a MIPUR AaRiandM Mai d an a RANPNI PlialMad Oiaarlt • RPNTAK taaapai Stand 
a PAMPIRPWI C ai n paPi sU a P Ba aPOfPAT SHIala a pR|I A dMPIRRRa#»RLPUPAiPtfA 
StfUMaaNgr.aVARARAPtLRmMr SPiRfAaRMp^'OlPaMat 
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Ihp best two letters of the month, appearing in the box. have been awarded a prize of 
Rs 100.00 each. Readers are invited to send us their views on topics covered in this issue. 
You can also c-mait your response to’ lettors@eomp«tltioinnaitor.eoin. The decision 
of the Editor will be final. * 


FIFTY YEARS OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

As a social worker I would 
like to give a suggestion which 
might help in reducing human 
rights violations in the country. 
People should be taught that 
killing others is a sin. Ethics 
should be taught to children in 
schools. If human conscience 
can be lit up by the light of 
proper education, human rights 
violations will stop. 

RaUndra Niith Ray 
24 Piirgams, West Bengal 

CITADELS OF 

ACADEMIC 

ANARCHY 

There is hardly any 
authority in universities in 
India. In R3ja.sthan University, 
the situation is a shade worse, 
which has been shown several 
times by suicides and 
mysterious deaths of students. 
Yet, the university authorities 
remain their negligent selves. 

G. Vinod Kumar 

Nizamabttd, Andhra Pradesh 

The damage done by 
universities is huge. The reason 
is not only the uncertain future 
of the young people as described 
by you, but also our stviety and 
parents. They force children to 
join useless courses. Nowadays 
education has become just a 
fashion, a symbol of status, 
which merely adds more and 
more numbers of frustrated 
young to the society. 

Manasa Ranjan Dalai 
Behrampur, Orissa 


Rather than help students, 
universities enforce strange 
rules of getting migration and 
other certificates from students 
coming from different States. 1 
did my graduation from 
Allahabad University but now 
I cannot pursue a higher course 
at Darbhanga University. This 
is strange. Rather than 
encouraging education, 1 
wonder why students of 
different universities are 
treated as foreigners in other 
States^ 

PraiiaJ’ Kumar 
Darbhanga, Bihar 

MANAGEMENT 

You have rightly .said that 
media hype has resulted in 
students blindly selecting MBA 
as a career. I think money and 
glamour should not be the 
judging criteria for a career. Even 
then, our technocrats too fall in 
the trap of selling soap and 
shampoo for multinationals 
whereas they should be helping 
the nation in its technological 
progress. 

Sanjay Singh 
received via e-mail 

JOBS IN THE UN 

I applied for a job with 
the United Nations after 
reading the feature in your 
magazine. However, they 
have written back saying that 
entry level professional posts 
in the UN Secretariat are filled 
through national competitive 
exami-nations organised on a 
rotation basis. India is not 
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PRIZE WINNING LETTERS 


LEARN FBOM the BISHNOIS 

Man has become destroyer of wildlife out of sheer greed. 
Confusing development with destruction, he has become an 
annihilator. In contrast, the Bishnoi.s seem to be more advanced 
and developed than our film stars. If we learn their ways, we 
could solve a major problem faced by us. 

Deepli Sahoo 
BIwbaneshtvar, Orissa 

SHOULD YOUTH BE GIVEN A 
CHANCE? 

If we look at the opportunities available to the young, 
the situation is quite bleak. All positions of authority are 
cornered by old people. But if we allow the youth to enter 
politics, they will see it as a career and exploit the situation 
rather than improve it. 

Prem Pal Singh 
Lakhimpur Kheri, Ullar Pradesh 


currently among this group 
of countries. 

Jagpal Singh 
Paridabad, Haryana 

NOBEL FOR 
AMARTYA 


petty we must remain even 
when one of our scholars is 
honoured by another 
country. Don't we have 
anything better to do? 

Sujil Kumar 
Ranchi, Bihar 


I recalled your letter in 
which you had written about 
certain Indians who had 
criticised the awarding of 
Nobel Prize for Amartya 
Sen, when I read that one 
person actually went to the 
Supreme Court with a 
petition that Sen had not 
won the Nobel Prize, but one 
from Bank of Sweden. The 
Court rightly dismissed the 
petition, saying that public 
interest litigation had been 
misused. But I wonder how 


CRIMINALISATION 
OF POLITICS 

Criminalisation of politics 
is increasing by the day but 
nothing is being done about it. 

It poses a series of questions, 
since there are no measures to 
check corruption at the 
topmost levels. Elections are 
just a means to pick out the 
worse leaders from a 
degenerated lot. 

Shikha Saxena 
Udaipur, Rajasthan | 
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DGP BEST PLUS IMPROVEMENT COURSES & LATEST GUIDES 

- • Bank P.O. Exam. • Hotai Managamont • MBA Admission Tests • N.O.iA. Exain. # C [>.$. Exam, 
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PRIYA 


Comprehensive Coverage of 

• Geography • Indian History 

• Indian Polity & Economy 

• General Science • Current Affairs 

• G.K. Treasure House 

Ample Descriptive Study Material, 
Short-Answer Questions, 

Ten Model Papers (Objective Pattern), 
Questions from Previous Years' Papers of 
Important Competitive Exams. Included. 


1999 Edition Price Rs. 150 



DGP ENOUGH 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


WITH r* n EL k: copy of 

DQP Common Erron In Eaf^oh Languago 

• Practical English Grammar 

• Common Errors & Pitfalls 

• Comprehension • Vocabulary 

• Fundamental rules, tips & usage, 
exftlanarions, illustrations & charts. 

• S|»erimen Papers 

L* Competitive Exams. ,___ 
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Search for Happiness 


'AN unanalysed life is not 
worth living' is an old 
Buddhist dictum. The path to 
growth and happiness beyond 
the middle years calls for 
detached introspective obser¬ 
vation of one's own mind. 
Great literature, with its 
multifaced exposure of the 
complexity of the human 
situation, helps us penetrate 
the labyrinths of our own 
mind, there is an in-built 
potential inherent in all 
human beings, to rise above 
the traditional pattern of 
instinctual behaviour. Since 
happiness flows from the 
meandering mind, it is here 
that the cobweb of 'laughter 
fraught with some pain' has 
to be broken loose and the hal¬ 
lowed face of happiness to be 
found. 

"If frugality were 
established in the state, if our 
expenses were laid out rather 
in the necessaries than the 
superfluities of life, there 
might be fewer wants and 
even fewer pleasures but 
infinitely more happiness." 
(Goldsmith). In the trinity of 
passions, pursuits and 
possessions, pleasures pan¬ 
ders to human senses, 
enjoyment becomes promi¬ 
nent in company and relation¬ 
ship and happiness manifests 
itself in a serene and sober 
mind. Wobbling between de¬ 
lusion and illusion, most of us 
lay waste our powers in 


pursuit of pleasures, whereas 
our minds pins for happiness, 
whose search remains as 
unfulfilled as the search for the 
golden pot at the end of the 
rainbow. All our lives we seek, 
consciously or unconsciously, 
what we believe to be 
happiness. We live through so 
many illusions that reality be¬ 
comes only a matter of 
philosophical debate. A 
consumer-society driven by the 
merciless forces of nuirket and 
manipulation unthinkingly 
pushes us to use others and to 
make compromises with the 
finer quality and honesty of our 
inner urges for real happiness, 
that eludes us in the cacophony 
of 'sound and fury' signifying 
nothing. 

Happiness is a state of 
mind. Since our physical, as 
well as mental make-up is 
conditioned by so many factors, 
the quest for happiness remains 
a captive of respect, faith, ethics 
and aesthetics. Even tradition 
shapes our taste, preferences 
and behaviour patterns—the 
things we enjoy, until we are 
able to transcend them by our 
own experience and 
understanding. We are also 
prisoners of our genetic 
inheritance and the influences 
of early years. One of the 
foremost discoveries of the 20th 
century, by Clement Freud, is 
that human beings can 
murtures guilt feeling without 
having done anything discern- 


670 MARCH’99 COMPETITION MASTER 


ibly wrong and they can feel 
sick and miserable in the 
midst of all paraphernalia for 
a comfortable and pleasure- 
packed life. 

Despite many a crass 
claim made by the wheeler- 
dealers of materialism, on one 
side of the spectrum, and the 
promised peace held out by 
god-men and spiritualists, on 
the other, the attainment of 
happiness for a majority 
remains a distant dream in our 
lives. Too much emphasis on 
self-promotion and too little 
respect for human concerns, 
courtesy and compassion are 
tlie root cause of our existential 
dilemma. In his brilliant book. 
The Conquest of Happiness', 
Bertrand Russell had pointed 
to the most potent cause of 
unhappiness—the unhindered 
growth of "self-centred pas¬ 
sions". His personal solution 
was the pursuit of personal 
excellence for public good. 
Modem society and its elite 
have perverted this noble aim. 
Russell had advocated that the 
conquest of happiness lay in 
avoiding self-indulgenes and 
acquiring "those affections and 
interests which wiU prevent 
our thoughts from dwelling 
perpetually on ourselves". 

We live in a strange world 
where hunger, poverty, 
terrorism and sickness may 
appear no more torible than 
the personal unhappinesy of 
celebrities, with whom we 


have nothing in common to 
share. Perhaps, we live in a 
"happiness dependency" cul¬ 
ture that has showed a vast 
industry full to the brim with 
doctors, pseudo-doctors, gurus 
and therapists of a dubious 
kind offering non-drug cure to 
imagined illnesses. Most of us 
hunt the shadows by chasing 
the ever-deceptive goal of 
'getting and spending, and 
never caring for the fact that 
in this mad race, we only waste 
our powers and become out of 
tune with the consoling 
contours of nature. Tlie bane 
of our age Ls not so much the 
pervasiveness of human unhap¬ 
piness as the triumph of the 
"happiness dependency 
culture" that claims to offer 
happiness on a platter. 
Obviously, one manifestation of 
this decadence is the undigni¬ 
fied scamble of happiness- 
chasers. Most of us get tired in 
the race to And real happiness 
because we are always drifting 
away from 'what is within' and 
getting lured by 'what is outside' 
and come to an end wifli the 
unrealised desire like that of the 
'moth for the star, and of the 
night for the morrow'. How 
many of us are aware that the 
most precious and the most 
beautiful things of life, like 
happiness, are also the most 
difficult to achieve. They require 
patience and prudence, not only 
in terms of quantity, but also in 
the quality of effort 
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Title Dwarfs a 
Giant 

eaders are very 
much familiar with the by- 
now-familiar adage that some 
are bom great, some acquire 
greatness (by dint of hard 
work) but there are some on 
whom greatness is thrust. The 
last category is obviously the 
least deserving. We are 
quoting this banality in the 
context of the government of 
India's momenlus decision to 
bestow on the late Mr 




Jayaprakash Narayan Bharat 
Ratna who belongs to the first 
category. The late lok-Nayak 
now becomes Bharat Nayak. 
People with somewhat longish 
(not elephantine) memory will 
recall, however, that the same 
ailing ]P was imprisoned 
during Indira Gandhi's 
dictatorial regime. Bharat 
Ratna, he deserves it. 
Opposition leaders can 
deserve no better—democracy 
or dictatorship! Whatever their 
legacy. 

The late Mr Morarji Desai, 
a former Prime Minister, who 
had devoted his life to the 
service of the country, was 
"Arown" the Bharat Ratna at 
hi^ A second-grade 


government official was sent 
to his house to deliver the 
Ratna. Grace abounding! 
Netaji Subhash Chander Bose, 
whose contribution to the 
country's freedom struggle 
was greater Aan that of the 
much vaunted Jawaharlal 
Nehru, was also bestowed the 
Bharat Ratna, perhaps as an 
after-thought. The family 
declined to accept it, Aough 
eventually accepted it. The 
present President of South 
Africa, Mr Nelson Mandela, 
came ail the way from the 
bastion of the White to receive 
our coveted Bharat Ratna. 
Later, he made a public 
statement that Kashmir was a 


disputed territory. Surely, our 
leaders know nothing cither 
about onions or opinions. 

These pointers are 
significant; the Bharat Ratna 
has neither sheen nor honour 
associated wiA it. Sardar Patel 
and Maulana Azad also oime 
to mind. Among others, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira 
Gandhi, Khan Abdul Gaffar 
Khan, and eminent scientist 
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam are 
mentioned in Ae same honour 
list; it begins to smack of 
ownership rather than 
honourship! 

It is not so much the 
greatness or smallness of the 
individual receiving the 


Award but his or her 
contribution to the nation. We, 
for example, cannot think of a 
reason why Mandela should 
be decorated. Or how is he a 
Bharati. The Constitution of 
India prohibits titles on 
citizens—except in military 
and academic matters. Scan the 
list and see who figures Aere? 
JP will be known not as a 
Bharat Ratna but as man who 
fought to purge*Ae "Gangotri 
of corruption". Think of the 
irony of it all—he will be 
bracketed with the late Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi and Indira 
Gandhi, Besides, to refuse due 
honour to a giant for sudt long 
Ane amounts to censure! 
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Dedining fiends in Agriciiltnra 


Agriculture has been the backbone of the 
Indian economy. But it gels the least altcnlion 
from policy-makers, since all thinking has 
been on industrial groxvth. Continued neglect 
is now causing alarm bells in this sector, 
suicides by farmers, declining food production 
and threats from abroad, such as patenting of 
our traditional crops. 

At the same time, the gains of the Green 
Revolution are giving way to huge problems 
while farmland is being dhvrted to other usd. 
Pushed into poverty, farmers prefer to join 
the urban scjualor, trying to find menial jobs, 
giving up the livelihood of their ancestors. 
Such changes in a sector, that are crucial to 
India’s progress, bodes ill for the country. 
Yet, our policy makers are obsessed with 
industry. 

This feature takes a comprehensive look 
at India's agriculture and food security and 
describes what can be done ifav are to remain 
self-sufficient in food. 

E l 1798, Thomas Mallhus published his 
ow famous Essay on the Principle of 
Population, in which he argued that the 
population of a region would always grow 
until checked by famine, pestilence or war. 
This prediction has haunted the human 
race for many years, but it did not seem to 
be realistic. There were rapid strides in 
agricuitural output and in science and it 
seemed that the ever-increasing 
population could be saved from famine 
and pestilence. The world also saw a 
relative period of peace. This showed that 
the increasing population could well be 
looked after. Even though the number 
of people have multiplied since 1798, 
food production has kept pace, so far. 
Indeed, if the growth in food production 
is equal to or more than the population 
growth rate, the prediction need never 
come true. 

Every now and then, however, the 
tvorld comes close to the Malthusian 


prediction. The decrease in foodgrain 
production may not be an alarming trend, 
but if other developments are taken into 
consideration, we find that Indian 
agriculture is at a weak position today. 
And since it forms the backbone of our 
economy, something must surely be done 
to prevent it from declining further. 

Causes of the Decline 

T here are a number of reasons why 
the decline has occurred. The 
emphasis on industry has almost led to 
the neglect of the farming sector. For 
instance, though we have been importing 
technology for cars and electronics, there 
have been few instances of getting 
technology from abroad for agriculture. 
The production and storage of foodgrains 
has been left to farmers in any which way 
they can. Some mechanisation has taken 
place, but this too has been on the initiative 
of the farmers. Consider this: even after 
50 years, the country has not switched to 
mechanised bulk grain handling systems 
like silos, which would save almost 20 per 
cent food harvest, amounting to Rs 15,000 
crore, that we lose every year. Even today, 
farmers carry tlieir grain in gunny bags 
which is then dumped in the open in the 
mandi. Any unseasonal rain will create 


havoc with the grain, and rodents and 
other pests get free meals at the expense 
of the farmers. 

When so much waste is rampant, all 
that is needed is liberalisation of the 
agriculture sector. Private investment must 
be sought to build an efficient storage and 
transportation system modelled on that 
of developed nations. Teclmology must be 
imported, which will improve 
productivity in our firming. At present, 
our pnxiuctivity is among the lowest in 
the world, as is apparent from tlae table 
below; 

A comparison with China show's how 
far our country lags behind. India has 169 
million hectares of arable land, w'hereas 
the whole of east Asia, including China, 
has 188 million hectares. China has a 
cultivated area that is about 60 per cent of 
India, but its food output is 40 per cent 
higher. While India produces about 600 
million tonnes (including foodgrains, 
horticulture and animal products), China's 
production is substantially higher at 853 
million tonnes. This is quite amazing 
considering the fact that China faced food 
shortages and famine in the past. The 
turnaround is attributed to Deng 
Xiaoping, who freed agriculture from 
State control and encouraged people to 
get rich. In contrast, though Indian 


India’s agricultural produce for 97*98 

Target(9T-98) 

Actual(97-98) 

Rice (million tonnes) 

83 

82.12 

Maize (million tonnes) 

11 

11.09 

Oilseeds (million tonnes) 

25.5 

|2.24 

Soybean (million tonnes) 

05.9 

6.52 

Pulses (million tonnes) 

15 

13.35 

Sugarcane (million tonnes) 

280 

262.19 

Cotton (million bales) 

14.8 

11.15 

Jute (million bales) 

8.1 

10.02 

Total foodgrains (million tonnes) 

200 

193.12 
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Crop 

India’s yield 

World’s largest producer 

World's most 

productive 



Country 

Yield 

Country 

Yield 

Rice 

2,607 

China 

5,807 

Australia 

8,813 

Wheat 

2,397 

China 

3,295 

Ireland 

7,556 

Jowar 

897 

USA 

3,704 

Italy 

5,949 

Maize 

1,637 

USA 

4,505 

Netherlands 

25,000 

(all figures in kg/hectare) 






agriculture is in private hands, the lack 
of any policy towards it leaves farmers 
to fend for themselves. Some of the 
inherent weaknesses have never been 
solved. 

Further, ilespite the low productivity, 
our country faces massive problems 
resulting from excessive use of fertilisers 
and chemical pesticides, which has caused 
soil degradation, groundwater pollution 
and the rise of pests which are resistant to 
pesticides. In many areas, excessive 
withdrawal of groundwater has caused 
falling of the water table. If the trend 
continues, a time will come when our 
farmlands could well turn arid. 

Because of such conditions, analysts 
like Fester Brown have predicted that 
population-rich but land-hungry countries 
like China and India may have to resort to 
substantial food imports .K) years from 
now. This is because of the tollowing 
reasons: 

1. Increasing population leads to 
increased demand for food, but at the same 
time, reduces per capita availability of 
arable land and irrigation water. 

2. Improved purchasing power and 
increasing urbanisation leads to more 
demand for animal products, leading to 
higher foodgrain requirements. 

.1. Marine fish production is stagnant 
and has e^’en declined in some areas. 

4. Damage to ecological foundations 
of agriculture due to industrialisation. 
There is distinct evidence that global 
temperatures have been affected, which 
could lead to great climatic changes. 

5. There have been no technological 
advancements which can help to halt the 
fatigue of the green revolution. 

These predictions could well come 
true, but on the horizon today are 
genetically engineered supercrops which 
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are pest-resistant and give phenomenal 
yields. If these become a reality, and begin 
to get commercially produced, the genetic 
revolution could well achieve what the 
green revolution achieved earlier. 
Countries like India, thus, have to invest 
heavily in new technologies. However, if 
these are patented by Western firms, the 
entire food security achieved by us will 
be lost. 

Removing the shortcomings 

W F. are now faced with second 
generation problems of the green 
revolution. Our population is close to the 
one billion level. Unless food output 
matches growth of population, our food 
security is in danger. The country has to 
increase food output without further 
damaging the land. By the end of the 
Ninth Plan, a production of 300 million 
tonnes of foodgrains is required. Since 
cultivated land area is more or less 
constant, reaching this level will require 
increasing productivity and precision 
farming, while at the same time, the 
natural resources must be saved from 
further degradation. 

The critical area is to strengthen 
agriculture at the grassroot level, where 
farmers do back breaking labour but are 
still unable to break out of the grip of the 
money-lender. Unfortunately, while 
agricultural scientists talk of research and 
the development of better varieties, no 
thought is given to the poor farmer, the 
person who has to actually produce the 
grains. At this level, there is a huge failure, 
not only of the government and banks but 
of the agricultural universities and 
scientists as well. Sustainable agriculture 
means not only better farming practices 
but sustaining the farmer as well. How 


can sustainable agriculture be practised 
when our farmers are committing suicide 
across the country? 

The need is to stem dte systemic rot. 
Despite the stated objective of lending to 
"priority sector" by nationalised banks, 
money is just not available for many small 
farmers. The so-called voluntary Sector has 
also failed to provide any relief to the small 
farmers. Successful models do exLst, if only 
they are implemented. One such model is 
that of the Grameen Bank in Bangladesh, 
wliich has pioneered small loans to the 
poor, helping them escape from the 
dutches of an exploitative system. While 
commercial banks find the poor a high risk 
group, the Grameen Bank organises 
borrowers into groups which guarantee 
loans to any member. The idea is to use 
peer pressure for repayment, which is over 
95%. Unfortunately, no step has been taken 
by any agency to provide micro credit, 
even though everybody in the country 
talks about social objectives. It is time the 
lip service for agriculture is reduced. 

Once the farmers are able to get credit, 
the emphasis has to be on improving 
productivity; our wheat and rice yields 
arc one-third of international levels. At 
the same time, there must be increased 
value addition. While India adds just 7% 
value to its agricultural produce, China's 
figure is 23% and UK's 188%. Higher 
figures can be achieved if more food 
processing industries are created. The 
emphasis has to shift towards value 
addition and agricultural scientists have 
to be on the forefront for finding ways 
for this. 

Threats from the West 

A long with emphasis on its food 
production, India has another 
challenge before it: the attempts by the 
West to make the entire world dependent 
on it for food. Increased research in 
genetics makes it possible""to alter seeds. 
There are two dangers from this: first, 
Indian farmers will be dependent for 
improved seeds on multinational 
companies, and second, the seeds may 
have "terminator genes" which prevent 
it from growing in subsequent years. It 
is felt that our food security, attained 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


The Boitgard Controversy 

The global biotech company, Monsanto, has faced the wrath of agitators over 
its genetically engineered cotton seed which is resistant to the bollworm. This is the 
pest that destroyed cotton crops last year, driving hundreds of farmers to commit 
suicide in Andhra Pradesh. The seed contains the gene of a soil bacteria which 
produces proteins that are toxic to the pest. If it succeeds, the need for using 
pesticides on the cotton crop will go. Incomes of farmers will rise as a result and the 
reduction of pesticides will have a beneficial effect on the environment. 

Several seed companies have the license for Bollgard technology today. The 
seed was planted over 2.2 million hectares in the US and has proved beneficial. 
China and Australia have also used it. So what is the controversy about? 

The trouble has arisen because of Terminator genes" which have been developed 
in the West. This gene prevents seeds from the crop being used in subsequent 
years. Every year, farmers will have to buy seeds from the company. Though Monsanto 
says that Bollgard has nothing to do with terminator genes, the company has faced 
agitation from farmers and activists. One group calls Monsanto’s efforts as the 
"Second Cotton Colonisation of India.” 

The episode shows the distrust that has been created by the actions of foreign 
companies. Monsanto, for instance, wants to buy Delta and Pine, a company which 
has patented the terminator technology in the US. The fears of Indian activists are 
thus not without basis. The country cannot allow unrestricted activity of foreign seed 
companies, given these facts. At the same time, it needs testing and checking 
facilities so that terminator technology is not pushed by companies under the guise 
of something else. It is the absence of information that creates fears but the agricultural 
establishment has done nothing to support or allay these fears. 

The case also shows the sorry state of agricultural research in the country. The 
need of the hour is to combine genetics with development of better varieties. If the 
West can develop technologies that are harmful for certain pests, why can our 
agricultural universities not do the same? The challenge of fighting multinational 
companies lies in answering this question, and not in agitation which actually achieve 
nothing. 


after a great amount of hard labour, is 
at stake. 

Then there is a rush for obtaining 
patents on the genetic wealth of 
developing countries. Today, the West 
holds more patents on traditional Indian 
crops than Indians themselves. This has 
been explained in detail in the May '98 
issue of Thk Comcftition Mastfr. Rice, 
turmeric, neem and many other plant 
genes have been patented. It is not for 
nothing that foreign seed companies 
attract violence and criticism in our 
country, since their objectives are 
shrouded in mystery. One extreme 
viewpoint is that the West wants to 
colonise poor countries through 
intellectual property, now that physical 
take-over of colonics and slavery is out of 
fashion. 

Unfortunately, the country has no 
plans to counter such threats. It is ill 
prepared to contest applications of patents 
in courts of other countries, and has no 
way to prevent seeds with terminator 
genes from coming into the country. This 
is evident from the fact that our science 
and agriculture courses still do not have 
training on the operation of patents and 
ways of meeting new challenges. Farmers 
have organised and physically attacked 
offices of foreign seed companies in India, 
but that will hardly stop the new system 
from taking root. It can be fought only 
through information and knowledge and 
steps have to be taken in tlrat direction. 

The Challenge before 
government agencies 

I NDIA has a large arable land which 
ather countries do not have. While 
agricultural scientists stress upon the need 
of increasing productivity, it is up to 
government agencies including 
agricultural universities to shift the focus 
to the farmer as well. The idea is to 
improve availability of seeds in both 
quantity and quality, promoting the use 
of hybrids and countering the threat posed 
by new technologies. Agriculture research 
in the country should not only have a 
shorter lag time but the process of bringing 
it to the farmer should also be improved. 
The National Agricultural Research 
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System (NARS) calls for retaining green 
areas as green and making grey areas 
green too. There has to be a greater thrust 
on promotion of technologies which could 
minimise the use of costly inputs. 
Integrated pest management and 
integrated plant nutrients hold the key for 
tlie future. 

The trouble arises when there are 
weaknesses in the agricultural supply 
chain. If pests get resistant to pesticides, 
or if poor quality pesticides are supplied 
to the farmer, it breab the back of the very 
individual who has helped the country 
achieve self-sufficiency so far. The need 
of the hour is to go beyond mere research 
and to establish test facilities or 
certification for agricultural inputs. This 
has not been done so far. At the same time, 
delivery of micro rural credit has to be 
invented, since the banks have failed 


miserably in helping the small farmer. 

The need is also to develop skilled 
staff at various levels of research and 
extension services. Advances in 
agriculture have so far been possible 
because of trained scientists. 
Unfortunately, agricultural universities 
today suffer from imbalanced staffing, 
academic inbreeding, treating the job as 
working in a government department and 
declining quality of education, are all 
adding up to introduce inefficiencies in 
the system. The Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR) has two 
projects in the Ninth Plan: the National 
Agricultural Technology Project (NATP) 
and the Agricultural Human Resource 
Development (AHRD) project, which 
could help get over some of the 
weaknesses in tlie system. 

At present, India spends 0.3 per cent 
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Substandard seeds 

While activists agitate over new technology seeds supplied by multinationals, 
they are oblivious of a scandal closer home: given unproductive seeds by their 
own government, farmers are unable to reap harvests. This is a scandal bigger 
than the fodder scam as it affects thousands of poor farmers. A report of the 
Auditor General of India says that the Agriculture Ministry has been supplying 
old and sub-standard varieties of seeds to farmers. The National Seeds 
Corporation (NSC) and the State seeds corporations have failed in their d^y to 
provide newer seeds, which could have a tremendous impact on agricultural 
productivity. 

The CAG report says that though Rs 413 crore was spent on procuring new, 
high yield seeds, many of those supplied are 10-25 years old. The old seeds are 
of obsolete varieties and give little outputs. Production of certified seeds by NSC 
fell short of targets by 72%, and there was a shortfall of 39-84% in the production 
of certified seeds in seed villages. The Indian Council of Agricultural Research 
(ICAR) says that the farmers themselves demand old seeds, an admission that 
attempts were not made to demonstrate the new seeds to the farmers. 

The reason for this could be that good seeds are given to private seed 
companies and big farmers, ieaving the old seeds for a majority of farmers. 
While old seeds have resulted in reduced outputs, it also shows the callous 
disregard of agricultural officials in keeping farmers poor. Activists would do well 
to agitate against this so that better seeds are made available for increased 
outputs. 


of its agricultural CUP in research which 
must be increased, since research holds 
the key to future growth. Developed 
countries spend about 2 per cent of their 
agricultural GDP on research. The 
country must also develop strong 
institutions to fight the system of 
patents. Training of patents must be 
given in colleges and universities to 
counter the threat posed by 
multinational companies. 

Another challenge lies in pollution 
control. In many parts of the country, 
groundwater has been poisoned by 
industrial wastes, rendering large parts of 
the land infertile. The Central and State 
Pollution Control Boards usually harass 
industries to obtain no-objection 
certificates but thereafter do not do their 
duty. As a result, industrial wastes are 
discharged either in rivers and streams or 
are dumped in the open, where they can 
seep into the groundwater. A pro-active 
pollution control department, free from 
corruption, can only help save our fertile 
resources. Officials of the Ministry of 
Environment also have to move out (rf 
their offices and take a look at the way 
natural resources are destroyed in our 
country. Merely paying lip service will 
simply not do. 

The task before government 
departments is therefore great. At least 
in agriculture, the various arms of the 
government have to be integrated. Above 
all, there is need to get out of a 
bureaucratic thinking and adopt an active 
role that helps agriculture to remain 
productive. 

Future of Agriculture 

A rapid push is needed in the 
agricultural sector if the coimtry is to 
remain self-reliant in food. New 
technologies and inputs are needed. The 
agricultural ministry has been low profile 
long enough; it is time that someone with 
vision is appointed to head it. With 
genetics becoming a way of life, it is time 
that government laboratories start 
thinking along the lines of foreign 
companies. 

This is the future of agriculture, since 
chemical pesticides have resulted in 
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strains of pests that arc resistant to them. 
Tomato and cotton plants are genetically 
engineered to produce bacteria that is 
lethal to certain pests: the farmer is saved 
the cost of pesticides. Brinjal, cabbage and 
cauliflower plants can also be made to do 
the same. Though this technology is 
available, only multinational companies 
arc offering such seeds. The entire 
agricultural research establishment of the 
country has been taken unawares. The 
Indian Agricultural Research Institute 
(lARl), Delhi, has been conducting tests. 
The Central Tobacco Research Institute in 
Andhra Pradesh is conducting trials of 
pest resistant tobacco, while the Central 
Potato Research Institute in Shimla is 
domg the same for potatoes. The National 
Botanical Research Institute in Lucknow 
is experimenting with cotton-resistant to 
moths and worms. The Indian Institute of 
Science in Bangalore is trying to increase 
the growth of sandalwood trees. The list 
is endless. 

The difference between government 
institutes and private companies is that 
the latter can commercialise their research 
faster, while institutes carry on with their 
lethargic selves. This has been the bane of 


Indian agriculture. Had these agencies 
acted faster and provided belter seeds, 
many of the suicides of farmers in Andhra 
Pradesh could have been avoided. But 
there is no accountability for the inordinate 
delays. 

To be fair, transgenic research is 
somelliing to be careful about. Genetically 
engineered seeds may have long-term 
impacts which may not be apparent at this 
stage. Thus, strict precautions and careful 
tests are essential. Nevertheless, 
government agencies do need to shed off 
their lethargic ways and start competing 
with multinational companies. China and 
USA have already shifted to transgenic 
crops. 

India has reached a crossroad oiKe 
again where its food output is severely 
under strain. The compounded growth 
rate in foodgrain production is lower than 
the annual population rate of 1.9 per cent, 
'fhis is very serious indeed. The green 
revolution helped us to achieve self- 
sufficiency and pushed the Malthusian 
prophecy for many years. A shift in 
thinking is needed once again if India is 
to continue to remain self-reliant in this 
crucial area. 
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ARTICLE 


Review of Rscal Sector IMonns 


During the nineties, the fiscal sector 
performance has continued to be under strain. 
Immediate attention was paid towards fiscal 
policy in 1991, when the economy faced worst- 
ever economic crisis. On the fiscal front, the 
fiscal deficit was at a record high of 8.3 per 
cent of the GDP and annual inflation rate 
well beyond 12 per cent. Moreom, the scenario 
was aggravated by a severe external sector 
crisis, with India's foreign exchange reserves 
falling to US$1 billion, which was sufficient 
only for three weeks of imports 

Fiscal Tightening 

T HK advent of tlic process of structural 
reforms was supported by the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) to the 
extent of Rs 3000 crore in Special Drawing 
Rights (SDRs). Many reforms were 
introduced. Rupee W'as effectively 
devalued, import quotas were virtually 
abolished, incentives were offered to tlic 
exporters and Indian rupee was made 
convertible in stages, both on the current 
account as well as trade account. As a 
result, exports surged dramatically and the 
foreign exchange reserves soared to $ 20 
billion. 

Along with the above structural 
refornvs, fiscal sector tightening was also 
done, though with limited success. Tax 
structure was rationalised by minimising 
distortions in line with the 
recommendations of the Chaliah 
Committee. The spread and levels of 
customs tariff was reduced, top income 
tax rates were rationalised and pruned 
down, and measures were introduced to 
maintain tax revenue in proportion to the 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) through 
improvements in tax administration. But 
tlie measures on tax administration proved 
inadequate, as the tax/GDP ratio between 
1990>91 and 1994-95 fell by one per cent. 
So far as tile fiscal deficit is concerned, the 


fiscal tightening aimed at reducing the 
government expenditure and the 
government achieved some success in 
bringing down the fiscal deficit from 8.3 
per cent to around 6 per cent of the GDP. 
Tliis also brought a renewed awareness in 
the government circles about the 
importance of this parameter. But, during 
the previous two years, as well as the 
current financial year, the fiscal deficit 
targets have been exceeded. 

One of the important developments 
in the financial sector, over the past about 
five years, has been the deregulation of 
tlie monetary system to a great extent. 
While the interest rates have virtually been 
freed, the priority sector lending was also 
rwluced. This factor has had its effect on 
the fiscal policy of the government, which 
has gone in for increased public borrowing 
to cover up its lapses in achieving the fiscal 
deficit targets. But on other fronts, the 
policy of structural reforms seems to have 
performed well with overall growth rate 
of the GDP remaining above 5 per cent 
from 1993-94 onwards. 

Taxation Blues 

T AXATIO.N is one of the important 
components of the fiscal policy. While 
this provides revenue generation and 
growth, the second aspect of 
government expenditure is that it is an 
important measure to judge the 
effectiveness of any fiscal system. 
Despite the tax-reforms, the tax/GDP 
ratio declined from 10.8 per cent in 1990- 
91 to 9.9 per cent in 1994-95, though in 
absolute terms the tax collections may 
have increased. This ratio rose 
marginally to 10.2 per cent in 1995-96. 
It was higher at 11.3 per cent in 1987-88. 
Hence, the theory of the reforms that 
reduced rates would result in expanding 
the base of taxation and enhancing the 


overall tax revenues has not clicked. 

An attempt was made in the direct 
taxation to reduce the rates, increase the 
coverage and increase the revenues by 
expecting honest tax compliance. 
However, despite the fact that top income 
tax rate was scaled down to 30 per cent 
and corporate taxation was rationalised 
to abolish double taxation, the base of 
direct taxation still remains narrow. So far 
as the indirect taxes are concerned, there 
has been a complete overhaul of the excise 
duty structure. With a view to move 
I gradually to the Value Added Tax (VAT) 
system, modified VAT (MODVAT) has 
been introduced. VAT is a system where 
tax is levied at all the stages of production 
and sale. But in a country like India, where 
there arc numerous retailers and two to 
three middlemen, VAT in its purest form 
may not be levied during the next one 
decade. The MODVAT, thus, takes care of 
imposing Central excise duty at various 
stages of production, to be supplemented 
by the sales tax imposed by tlie States at 
the sale points. In addition to the above, 
taxes already paid on raw material and 
machinery arc credited against the taxes 
to be paid on the output. The number and 
levels of rates liavc also been reduced. 

The above measures in the excise tax 
were expected to increase the revenue 
collections by honest tax compliance. But, 
there has been a discernible decline in the 
excise/GDP ratio which has come down 
to 3.8 per cent in 1995-96, from 5 per cent 
in 1985-86. One of reasons for this is that 
the VAT was introduced at the Central 
government level and no benefit accrued 
to the States who continued to follow the 
traditional sales tax regime. Also, the 
objectives of introducing MODVAT in the 
Central Excise have not been fully met and 
there are slippages which need to be 
tackled effectively, both at the policy as 
well as implementation stages. 
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Kation.ilisation of taxes also took place 
in the international trade taxw. Over the 
last 8-year period, export duties have been 
abolished to make Indian exports more 
competitive in the international market. The 
re\'eiuie loss on llris account was initially 
set off by rapid growtli in the exports. But 
the advantage gained earlier seems to have 
slippeil off. During the lurrent financial 
year, the expxirt sector has fart'd miserably 
and the exports have not been able to match 
the levels of 1997-98. At the same time, 
customs tarif f has also been rationalised by 
bringing down the average weiglited rates 
in a phased manner. The aim was to achieve 
the reduction in the general level and 
dispersion of tariffs and removal of 
numerous exemptions. As a result, the 
custom tariff revenue has also received a 
set-back and customs revenuc/GDF ratio 
has fell from 3.9 per cent in 1990-91 to 3.3 
per cent in 1995-96. 

Galloping Expenditure 

G overnment expenditure is the tool 
to execute all government 
programmes of development. But, the 
expenditure policy of the government 
leavesmuch to be desired. While the non¬ 
plan expenditure has continued to rise, 
the plan-expenditure has been heavily 
dependent on the level of government 
borrowings. Plan expenditure as 
percentage of the GDP has come down 
gradually over the years, from around 8 
per cent in mid 80s to less than 4 per cent 
at present. 

Technically speaking, the non-plan 
expenditure is the expenditure on all 
projects wliich are not part of the ongoing 
five-year plan. But such a distinction 
becomes hazy in a present-day scenario 
when Ninth Plan has not been finalised, 
even though first two years of this plan 
are already over. While ratio of plan 
expenditure is coming down over the 
years, administrative expenditure, as part 
of non-plan expenditure, has continued 
to increase. Considering the commitments 
of the government on current expenditure, 
in the forms of expenditure on general 
administration, salaries of the employees, 
subsidies, defence expenditure and ever 
increasing interest payments, it appears 
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difficult to bring to a halt the growth rate 
of this of expenditure. 

A lot of funds are spent in the social 
sector, for ensuring public health, 
providing safe drinking water, providing 
primary education, eradication of poverty, 
etc. but the results achieved in these sectors 
are not commensurate with the quantum 
of expenditure incurred. Many such 
programmes, like mid-day meal 
progranune, cost dearly to the exchequer 
but have severe implementing problems. 
Such schemes are also populist in nature 
and arc fraught with insurmountable 
difficulties in plugging the leakages. 
Moreover, with changes in government, 
which are quite frequent these days, such 
schemes are either forgotten or are 
replaced by more ambitious ones, 
involving higher burden on exchequer, 
with unknown benefit to the target group. 

The above mentioned trends in tax 
revenues and government expenditure 
have rendered the size of fiscal deficit 
unmanageable. Upto early 80s, the non¬ 
plan revenue receipts used to exceed non¬ 
plan revenue expenditure and there used 
to be a surplus on revenue account, which 
was used to partially finance the capital 
expenditure. From 1982-83, the revenue 
account surplus turned into deficit, but 
the non-plan account within the revenue 
account remained in surplus, which was 
used to finance the plan revenue deficit. 
But after 1990, both tlie plan and non-plan 
components of revenue account went into 
deficit. Thereafter, both the Union and 
State governments have been presenting 
budgets with a revenue deficit. The deficits 
have continued despite the additional 
resource in the form of disinvested equity 
from the Public Sector Undertakings 
(PSUs), in absence of which the fiscal 
deficits would have been much more. 

Despite repeated assurance of the 
Finance Minister to peg the fiscal deficit 
during 1998-99, to the targeted level of 5.6 
per cent, as per a mid-term review 
conducted by a private group recently, the 
key-fiscal indicators, including the fiscal 
deficit, are likely to go haywire. The mid¬ 
term review predicted that the 
disinvestment target of Rs 5000 crore and 
indirect tax revenue targets are going to 
be missed and the fiscal deficit would be 



over 6 per cent of the GDP. Hie IMF has 
also impressed upon the government of 
India to cut unproductive expenditure, 
curtail subsidies, reduce public sector 
employment and improve cost recovery 
and public expenditure management. 
While supporting the reduction in tire tax 
rates over the last about one decade, the 
IMF w'as of the view tlrat these reductions 
were not matched by an expansion of tire 
tax base. The executive board of the Fund 
also recommended improvements in tax 
administration and doing away with 
costly tax exemptions, mainly in the 
agricultural and export sectors. 

The refornrs in the fiscal sector, thus, 
are far from over. At tire same time, need 
of the hour is to improve the execution of 
existing policies. Tax/GDP ratio in India is 
very low and is required to be stepped up 
by broad-basing the taxation. At the same 
time, expenditure/GDP ratio is required 
to be reduced. By taking effective steps to 
cover all eligible tax payers under the 
income tax, there is a lot of scope in 
increasing tax collections from iircome-tax, 
both personal as w'ell as corporate. In 
addition, all the commodities must be 
covered under MODVAT and additional 
excise duty should be levied on items of 
extreme luxiuy, as well as pertroleum «md 
tobacco products. Efforts are being made 
by the government to bring services also 
under llie tax net, as is prevalent in most of 
the developed countries. This assumes 
importance in face of the fact the services 
have emerged as a key contributor to ilie 
GDP in the coimtry. The process of taxing 
services is too slow and selective and must 
be stepped up to widen the tax-base. In 
addition, efforts should be made to move 
towards a harmonised VAT system in the 
Centre as well as the States so tfiat there b 
no loss of tax revenue. Expenditure on 
general administration and subsidies also 
needs to be curtailed gradually. Public 
employment should be reduced and 
efficiency levels should be so stepped up to 
ensure that without additionaltoployment, 
the objective of governance and 
administration is achieved. Last, but not the 
least, the government shall have to prescribe 
an optimal level of public debt for itself, 
and stick to it, so that debt repayment does 
not assume alarming proportions. 




DEBATE: DISCUSSION 


SlHNiM the Arnied rofces be 

Run bvthe Bureaucracy? 


Vuimtroversy about fMism^i^Adiniml 
Vis/mu Bbagml Imghvn rise to the question as to 
who should run the armed fora’s. Should it be the 
men loha are called upon to risk their Irivs in times 
of conflict, or some nameless bureaucrat who 
happens to be the defence secretary at the time? 
While thesoldiersareheldttcanintableinims, the 
jvorst that my happen to the bureaucrat is that Ik 
will be transferred. Such is thesilualion in all 
goivrnment departmaits. In this issue, wedehite 
tiK topic thrown up by IIk recent contriroersy of the 
first-ever sacking of a service chief in the history of 
India. 

Mr A Friends, we are here to 
discuss a topic that has been in the 
news for some time now. We arc not 
concerned about the controversy and 
the allegations of the Vishnu Bhagwat 
case, but our scope is larger and we 
should discuss the advantages or the 
drawbacks of the system as a whole. In 
all spheres today, we find that the IAS 
lobby reigns supreme. The poUticians 
come for only a fixed tenure but the 
bureaucrats are permanently entrenched. 
We have to consider what they do and 
what purpose they fulfil. There may be 
some advantages of the rule of the 
bureaucrat, but with little or no 
responsibility, they are actually hinder¬ 
ing the working of the government. In 
the case of the navy chief, we have a 
peculiar situation of a very senior officer 
being dismissed because of 
disagreement with the bureaucrat 
incharge. Yet, the rcsponsU)ility of 
fighting wars is not of the babu but of 
the soldier. The interference of the babu 
in day-to-day functioning thus appears 


to be unjustified. After all, a chief has 
the right to select his own deputies and 
no one from outside can or should 
dictate terms about this. The whole 
episode is very strange and does raise 
the issue whether the government is 
run by the leaders or by the babus. If it 
Ls the latter, why are they not held 
accountable for the mess we are in 
today and similarly sacked for non¬ 
performance? 

MrB I agree with you. Everyone 
must be accountable in the system. The 
armed forces chief is accountable to the 
leaders and the leaders are accountable 
to the people. In a democracy, that is 
how it should be. But the IAS lobby is 
absolutely unaccountable. They take 
decisions that affect us, but the worse 
that can happen is that they will be 
transferred. In the recent case also, 
though the chief was dismissed, the 
babu who was the defence secretary was 
transferred to the Industry Ministry. 
Surely, both deserved equal 
pimishment, for having brought up the 
controversy. I think that the tragedy of 
India is tliat decisions are taken by 
people who know that nothing will 
happen to them. The public sector, 
social services, foreign policy and 
governance is marked by inefficiency 
and corruption. Without any 
punishment, the babuS have become 
reckless and arrogant. The system was 
no doubt created by the British, to 
subordinate Indians. We have to con¬ 
sider why it is continuing to this day. 
Perhaps the Bhagwat episode will force 


us to change the system. 

MrC The system may have been 
created by the British, but it does have 
its advantages. First, it prevents a 
military take-over. In other countries 
where military generals have had inde¬ 
pendence, the military has played 
politics and even engineered coups. We 
have the example's of so many countries 
where large-scale bloodshed has taken 
place because the military did not 
respect tire democratic process. Second, 
it brings some continuity in decision¬ 
making. Ihe politician will be in office 
fo. a limited time, as you rightly said. 

If every few years the leaders are going 
to change, who will provide some 
semblance of government? It is the 
bureaucrat. He is the link between the 
functional heads and tlie elected repre¬ 
sentatives. The bureaucracy has been 
described as the "steel frame" of gov¬ 
ernment. It is hidden, but fulfils a very 
important function. Tlie politicians are 
the visible face but the real work is 
done by the babus. We should not 
condemn them. They too fulfil a role, 
and a very important one at that. 

MrD Your argument actually 
convinces me that bureaucrats serve no 
productive function. You say that they 
are merely a link between one arm of 
the government and the other. Do you 
mean that they are glorified postmen? 

If so, they have no right to create 
mischief and recommend appointments 
in areas in which they have no expertise 
in. Even if you take the analogy of the 


MARCH '99 COMPETITION MASTER 681 


I i.^rrMr->c Mn OD/r*M^1 


steel frcime, you hiise to consider whiU 
their control has achie\ ed in over 50 
years of independence. If we look 
around ourselves, we tind notliing at all 
is running well in our countr}’. 

Moreover, the IAS officers ci)uld have 
I prevented large-scale political corruption 
in the country by simply doing their 
job, but they simply joined hands with 
tlie political leaders to h'ot the nation. 
While the politicians get all the blame, 
nolxidy raisre a finger at the corrupt 
bureaucrats who facilitated the 
corruption in the first place. The steel 
frame is today rotten to the core. Win 
continue with it todav? In the ca'-e ot 
the armed forces, the control of the 
bureaucrat is justified by raising tears 
about a military coup. It is not such a 
big danger, since the armed forces ate 
subordinate to the leaders. Why is a 
postman needed to communicate 
between the minister and the armed 
forces cliief? Why can't they 
conununicatc directly? 

MrE I disagree there, because there 
is much that has to be done, such as 
purchase of arms and other administra¬ 
tive matters. One cannot just leave it to 
the chiefs of armed forces and the 
minister. But again, how can a person 
sitting in an office become an expert in 
sophisticated weapons? It is onlv the 
person who has to use them, who 
should have a say in their selection. I 
think the answer lies in having a corps 
within the army which does these 
things and then, the chiefs should 
commimicate directly with the Defence 
Minister. There is no need for any otlier 
person interfering. We ha\ e seen the 
result of needlessly creating power 
centres—our arms purchases have been 
marked by controversy and allegations 
of bribery and corruption, the biggest 
being the Bofors cast*. At least then the 
army will not be able to say that it is 
burdened with somebody else's 
decisions. Serving officers who have 
combat experience should be selected 
for a stint in the armed forces 
secretariat and the IAS lobby shunted 
out. This will also remove the grudge 
of lack of promotion in the armed 
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forces and create more opportunities for 
serving olticers. Only then will some 
respectability return. 

Mr A Don’t you think tliat replacing 
one bureaucracy with another w'ill 
amount to the same thing? Also, why 
make a good soldier into a bumbling 
bureaucrat? Moreover, retired generals 
h.i\ e bect'ine arms dealers and commis¬ 
sion agents, so there is no saying that 
the army bureaucracy will not be cor¬ 
rupt. But perhaps any system would be 
better than the current one, in vvhich 
those who are managing the country 
have all the authority but no responsi¬ 
bility. They are answerable to none. 

On the other hand, the soldiers have 
all the responsibility, but no authority 
of even choosing their subordinates. 

If is time that wc brought 
responsibility and authority together. 
There is need for participation of the 
armed forces in meetings of the 
Cabinet Committee on Security. Take 
the case of USA, which is also a 
democraev but the army generals have 
a say in defence matters. No 
decisions are taken arbitrarily. 

MrB A reconsideration of IAS 
officer's role is needed. Individual 
ministries can be run by people who 
actually have experience in their respec¬ 
tive fields. We have seen the experience 
of former communist countries, which 
arc prospering today since they have 
removed the }’okc of the unproductive 
bureaucrat. Perhaps the same is needed 
in our country too. We have depended 
too much on the balms. The time has 
come to reduce them. We are talking 
about reducing wasteful expenditure by 
government and one way to start 
would be to reduce bureaucracy. This is 
one good thing that may emerge from 
the Bhagvvat episode. Only then will 
sometliing be left for development 
expenditure which the country so badly 
needs. 

MrC Don't you think that is wrong 
to place all the blame on the bureaucrat? 
After all, he has a job to do too. If all 
the decisions are left to functional 


departments, tlic government will have 
no control. The IAS is one way to 
implement control. But in tlic face of 
overwhelming arguments against the 
bureaucrats, I feel that control for its 
own sake does no good. There is tlie 
machinery of auditors and accountants 
through which control can be , 
exercised. The bogey of military coup 
is kept alive to keep the armed forces 
insulated from strategic decision¬ 
making. This will ultimately hurt the 
morale of the soldier and impact on 
the ability of the country to win wars. 
The point is whether we can afford to 
continue to live with this attitude. Do 
wc need another humiliating defeat at 
the hand of our enenaies to set things 
right? 

MrD What we have discussed 
about the armed forces is true about 
other departments too. In the armed 
forces the problem is more severe, 
because domination by the bureaucrats 
and lack of promotion avenues has 
resulted in a severe shortage of officers. 
Young people just do not want to join 
the forces. This is too serious to be 
ignored. 1 fear that the country is on 
the brink of disaster. Our defence 
preparedness has been affected by 
this needless controversy. There are 
two things that need to be done 
immediately; first, reduce the burden 
of the bureaucracy, which is 
unproductive anyway. Second, we 
need to introduce accountability in 
their actions. Without accountability, 
they have hindered growth and 
development. It is time the 
government reconsiders what good is 
achieved by putting generalists in 
responsible positions, or the 
desirability of continuing with a 
system created by the British to 
subjugate us. 1110 Bhagwat episode 
may have served a purpose if 
administrative reforms are carried out 
in the country. 
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"They also serve who stand and 
wait" 

—lolm Mtlloii 

Born with the faculties of head and 
heart, a human being is always eager 
and earnest to make the fullest use of 
his talents, bollr to serve his material 
needs as well as to justify his existence 
in the eyes of God. Gifted with the 
powers of brain and brawn, no human 
being can feel comfortable unh'ss he 
embarks upon a path of action that 
stands by him as an asset. Temporarily, 
our concepts and their expressions in 
concrete actions are motivated by self- 
interest or self-satisfaction, but ulti¬ 
mately everytliing that we do is meant 
to earn a place in the kingdom (^f God. 

So long a human being is up and doing, 
thinking and performing, he finds 
himself at peace because all his efforts 
move in a direction that are, by and 
large, constnictivc and creative. Once he 
becomes helpless or incapacitated, he 
begins to suffer the pangs of guilt. In 
such a situation, where helplessness 
overtakes a person and he is unable to 
fully utilise his faculties, the great God 
does not chide but counsels him to stand 
patiently for his turn. Human beings, in 
all their humility, can serve tlieir creator 
by accepting their situation in life, what¬ 
ever its form or format may be. 

"Human kind cannot bear too much 
reality." 

-T.S. Eliot 

Realities of life are both vigorous as 
well as relentless. Endowed with pa¬ 
tience and perseverance, tolerance and 
compromising spirit, human kind tries to 
stand erect before the onslaughts of time. 
Although realities, in all their hues and 
hypes, are a sine qua non for success, and 
a cqntlhuous odvancetnei^f towards a 
better life, the role of fanciful flights and 


fantasies is equally important and 
indispensalc to take out the sting that 
each reality tries to administer. Myths 
and miracles, mysteries and magic, 
though highly far-fetched and incompre- 
heasible, have been there with every age 
and communit}' to offer a safe passage 
I to their pent up emotions, anxieties and 
tensions. All creative efforts like fine 
arts, literature, philosophy, and a host of 
other pursuits sustained and supported 
by imagination, offer timely succour to 
the bruised heart and resth e mind. 
Human capacity and capability to face 
remorseless realities is limited to an 
' extent. In order to get out of the cobweb 
of nagging realities, human mind seeks 
out certain outlets that can sweeten the 
bitter cup of life that we have to swal¬ 
low every moment in the fearful farm of 
realities that arc not our friends but foes, 
not cheers but chagrin of existence. 

"The world has now become too 
dangerous for anything less than 
Utopia." 

-}.R. Platt 

For anything big or small, if there 
arc opportunities aplenty and options 
open for one and all, the odds arc 
equally daunting and dangerous. The 
ruthless exploitation of nature and its 
resources for personal aggrandisement 
and national pride, are sure pointers 
to the shape of things to come. Cor¬ 
ruption and criminalisation, pollution 
and global warming have rendered the 
world a virtual prison house where 
everything seems going awry and 
awkward. For anything and everything 
less than Utopia, the planet earth has 
passed into the hands of unscrupulous 
wheeler-dealers of power, fanatics and 
terrorists, lethal arms dealers, drug 
traffickers, goons and gunners, et al, 
who have made mockery of all 


civilised societies. Unless a few public- 
spirited persons join hands and arouse 
the collective conscience against our 
mindless march towards self-destruc¬ 
tion, peace and prosperity of the 
Utopia will remain an empty dream. 
With so much power in human hands, 
the world has become like a mine¬ 
field where every movement is fraught 
with death and destruction. 

i "Nationalism is an infantile 
sickness. It is the measles of the 
human race." 

—Albert Einstein 
Nationalism, like measles in child¬ 
hood, can disfigure the fair fare of 
human race if allowed to have a free 
run. Though a laudable feeling to keep 
the feuding factions and warring 
groups under one flag, nationalism can 
become an infectious disease, if 
stretched beyond human concerns. 
Human history is replete with examples 
ot narrow nationalism dictating terms 
and leading rules of yesteryears astray, 
to push the human race into the fires of 
death and destructions. Most of the 
invasions on others' lands in the past 
were ignited by greed and gory objec¬ 
tives fuelled by narrow national inter¬ 
ests and inclinations. When God created 
the Universe, He had unity of human 
race in mind. It was only the working 
of human mind that mankind was 
divided into narrow nationalities and 
nation-States always on look out to 
exploit and expropriate the w'ealth and 
possessions of others. Since the entire 
world has become a 'global village', 
where narrow or parochial national 
interests have become almost irrelevant, 
every effort should be made at all levels 
of deliberations that short-sighted 
nationalism does not have the last 
laugh in human affairs. 




MARCH'99 COMPETITION MASTER M3 


How to Appear in an Inteniew 


You Itatv appeared in the tests and now j 
you him' an intcroiew call. No matter -which 
career i/oii choose, you will hai>e to appear in 
a selection interview some time or another It 
is an intejfral part of the recruitment process 
for Civil Sendees, MBA, Graphic Uesi^nin^, 
Air Hostess, and for practically every job. It | 
is advisable to develop the confidence and i 
skills which -will help you to make a <^ood \ 
impression in interviews. Unfortunately, ' 
though self-help books ^roe a lot of i^encral : 
advice, fcJV of them list out the nuts and bolls j 
for a candidate. Keepin;^ this in mind, we ! 
present an ideal mock uiterview and also , 
thin^fs to keep in mind when you j(el a call j 
We give some frequently asked questions and j 
a checklist for interviews too, which wdl help j 
you prepare for some of the common 

situations. { 

I 

I 

Candidate: May 1 come in, .sir. 

Interviewer: Yes. Please sit down. 

C: Tlwnk you, sir. 

I: Well, tell us something about 
yourself. 

C: Sir, I am Rohit Garg. I have done 
my graduation from New Dellii, where 1 
live. My father is a government employee 
and my mother w'orks in a bank. I have 
two sisters. I am very fond of sports and 
outdoor activities, and 1 have played in 
the college cricket team. Apart from that I 
like reading books aiid magazines. 

I: You said you liked to play cricket. 
Why didn't you work hard and get into 
the national team? You could have become 
a famous person by now. 

C: Yes, sir. I was very good at it, but 
one has to devote time to studies also and 
thiidc about a career. Gradually, I found 
that I had little time for the game, so slowly 
I had to leave it. 

I: Do you think studies are more 
important than games? 

C: Both have their importance, sir. 
One should not be a bookworm, but one 
cannot devote all one's time to slydies too. 

A balanced approach is what one should 
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have, which I hav e followed. To be really j 
good, one must have a lot of backing and | 
support, wli ich many people do not have. ! 

1; How much did you get in your 
graduation? 

C: Sir, 1 got .Wo marks, a high second 
div ision. 1 could get this despite the fact 
that we were playing a lot of matches. So j 
the balanced approach worked out. 

I: If you had a lot of support and had 
the opportunity again, do you think that i 
you would have liked to become a j 
cricketer? j 

C: Not really, sir. I played only | 
because I liked the game. Becoming a 
professional cricketer is a different ball 
game altogether. I learnt a lot from the 
game, such as team spirit. liven after 
matches when 1 came home, I made it a 
point to read something from my biniks 
so that I was not totally out of touch with | 
my studies. I 

I: Do you keep abreast of the political 
situation? What is your opinion? 

C: Sir, wc arc in an unenviable 
situation today that we can look up to no 
leader or party today. The Congress 
discredited itself, but the alternatives, the 
National Front and the BJP, have also been 
ineffective. There is a feeling of 
despondency in the country, aided by the 
high prices and breakdown of law and 
order. The political situation thus does not 


.seem to be very bright. 

I: What is your opinion of the India 
going nuclear? 

C: There are two sides of the debate, 
sir. One is that India had to assert itself, in 
the light of activities of our neighbours. 
On the other hand, it is also said that 
resources have been diverted to a non¬ 
productive thing, which India could ill 
afford. 

I: But what is your opinion? 

C: 1 feel that there was no need to go 
nuclear, sir. India could always assert itself 
diplomatically rather than going nuclear. 
If our bomb was meant as a deterrent, it 
has failed because Pakistan was certainly 
not deterred by it. We have entered into 
an arms race. The US has also imposed 
sanctions on us. Being a poor country, 
these can only spell more hardship for our 
people. Perhaps it would have been better 
to follow the policy of nuclear ambiguity 
which we followed for so many years. It 
gave the world a message without the 
costs associated with it. 

I: Maybe you are right, Mr Garg. Tell 
us about your subjects in college. Which 
did you like the most? 

C: I studied Economics, History and 
English, sir. It is difficult to say which was 
my favourite, because I liked all three and 
devoted equal time to them. 

I: Why did you do B.A.? These days 


BOm FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS IN SELECTION INTERVIEWS 

1. Tell us about yourself. 

2. Why do you want to do this course/job? 

3. Where do you see yourself five years from now? 

4. Who is your role model and wh^ , 

5. What do you think about the current economic/political situation? 

6. What are your hobbies? 

7. What are your strengths and weaknesses? 

8. If you are not taken, what wilt you do? 

9. Questions about your background and academic record. 

10. Questions about your habite, likes and dislikes. 
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a lot of people do B.Cotn. 

C: You are right, sir. In fact, many of 
my friends had taken B.Com. and even 
engineering. But I was never interested in 
these tilings. I wanted to do arts and also 
develop njyself by participating in 
activities and playing games. Doing B.A. 
gave me a lot of lime and I used it fully. It 
helped develop my confidence and 
personality, which otherwise may havi- 
been difficult. 

I: Where do you .see j'ourscif after five 
l ears, Mr Garg? 

C: That is a difficult question, sir, but 
I sec myself in a senior and responsible 
post after five years. I would have 
completed my training by then and got a 
posting. My dream is to be appreciated 
ior my work and command respect. After 
til e years, I hope 1 am at such a position. 

I: Tell us about your hobbies. 

C; As I told you sir, I like playing 
games and reading. I read all the current 
magazines and books as well. At present 
I am reading The Cod of Small Things by 
Anmdhati Roy. 1 rather like it and am 
enjoying the book. 

1: Which magazmes do you read? 

C: 1 read ImUa Today and Compclilion 
Master, sir. 

I: What do you like in The Competition 
Master? 

C: It is a comprehensive magazine, 
sir, complete in all respects. It builds 
confidence and gives information about 
alt careers. I like doing tlie English and 
Quantitative tests which have been really 
helpful. Earlier, my sister read it, who was 
successful in the Civil Services, and that 
is how I got the habit. We have all the 
issues for three years at home, which will 
surely help my younger sister as well. 

I: You seem to be a wise chap. Since 
you studied Economics, can we ask some 
questions on that? 

C: Yes, sir. 

I: What do you know about the 
theories of Keynes? 

C: Sir, Keynes was an economist at 
the Cambridge University, a pioneer of 
modern economics. He focused on the 
relationship between demand, production 
and unemployment When demand falls 
below productive capacity, a depression 
results. This can be cured by government 


spending and low taxes. This is broadly 
the theory of Keynes, sir. 

I: Applying to the current scenario in 
India, do you think his theories work? 

C: Yes, sir, certainly his theories work. 
India has anotlwr major shortcoming, tliat 
most of the revenue generated by private 
enterprise goes to fe'd an unproducti\e 
go\ ernment bureaucracy. So lliere i'. nolliiiig 
lett for development, education or healtli. 
We \vill be continually short of resources till 
tiie government downsizes itself. 

I: Who among the public ligures, is 
your role model and why? 

C: My role model is Mr Dhirubhai 
Ambani. He started small but lias built up 
an empire now. He Ls a mixlern success story 
and we can take a lot of inspiration from 
him. I really admire his vision and style. 

1: If you do not get selected here, what 
will you do? 

C: 1 am confident that I will got 
selected, sir. 1 have a reasonably good 


academic record and have participated in 
extra<urricular activities. My teacher in 
college used to say that I would be an 
asset wherever I went. I am confident that 
1 will achieve my ambition, sir. 

I; We hope the same, Mr Garg. Tltank 
you and good luck. 

C: Thank you, sir. 

Notes. The introduction of the 
candidate is positive and leads to 
questions. Always include your strengths 
in it. Note also how subsequent questions 
were handled; it gave tlie impression diat 
tlie candidate had thought about it. The 
answers to political and economic situation 
are not controversial. Questions on 
academics have also been handled well. 

Not all interviews will go like this, of 
course. You can formulate your answers 
and your own winning strategy with its 
help. A little preparation will make you 
feel confident about facing any interview 
board. 


FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

1 . Prepare for the interview; Do not leave preparation for the interview for 
the last stage, or hope to say anything that comes to your mind at the moment. 
Developing confidence is a long-term process. Make it a point to discuss issues 
with family and friends. Carry your certificates in a file. Make it .a habit to read 
extensively. This will prepare you for the interview. 

2. Dress formally: Be neat. Boys should make sure they are shaved while 
girls can apply a light make-up. Well groomed hair, cleanliness, polished shoes 
are some essentials. Avoid jewellery, trendy clothes and casuals such as jeans. 
Formal dress should be worn; keep a suit away for special occasions and do not 
wear your everyday clothes for the interview. 

3. Be on time: Err on the side or caution. Take a bus to the destination a few 
days before the final day. If that is not possible, allow yourself adequate time to find 
the place or unforeseen circumstances such as traffic jams. If you are early, do not 
go directly to the office but to a nearby restaurant and have something to eat. 

4. When you enter: Greet the interviewer by saying, “Good morning, sir." 
Do not be over-friendly. Do not s'lt down until asked. Sit straight and do not fold 
your arms. Look in the interviewer’s eye while answering questions. 

5. Avoid controversy; Always stick to the subject, without giving opinions. 
Do not be critical of your institute or past employer. If you do not know a particular 
question, say, “I don't know, sir." 

6. Listen carefully: Pause before answering a question to gather your 
thoughts. Listening will help you realise what the interviewer wants. Do not 
ramble or use long-winded examples. 

7. Be pleasant; Keep a cheerful disposition, do not contradict the interviewer 
even if he is wrong, keep a pleasant outlook. Do not be funny, though one can 
be witty. 

8. Drieky situations; If you are nervous, admit it. Stay calm, even if provoked. 
Of course, one cannot anticipate all questions so be ready for some surpri^s, too. 
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Howto nsGuss a Case StudyP 


Quite often, for group discussions, a 
caselet is given on which tire candidates have 
to form their opinions and discuss it out. 
Different people map have different solutions 
and viewpoints. This requires n different 
approach, since a group discussion is on a 
particular topic while a case is situational. 
The method of forming a strateg}/ for group 
discussions has already been described in the 
March '98 issue of Tiir. Cumpititios Mastfr. 
In this issue, we giiv a common situation 
faced by many bank customers and describe 
the best method of tackling the discussion. 
Based on this, a student can learn the 
methodology to tackle case studies. 

CASE: You are the manager of a 
nationalised bank in a busy area. The 
branch has done very good business in the 
past but is now facing competition from 
private banks. One day, an influential cus¬ 
tomer comes to get a demand draft made 
but finds that the cashier is not on his 
seat. He waits for 10 minutes after which 
he approaches you. You find the cashier 
and direct him to attend to the customer. 
The cashier tells the customer that be 
would have to wait another 10 minutes as 
he is doing an important piece of work. At 
this, the customer loses his patience and 
there is an altercation between the 
customer and the cashier. Angry, the 
customer walks into your office and 
threatens to take his business elsewhere. 
You pacify him. 

Considering the fact that bank 
unions are very strong and would 
immediately call for strike if you took 
any action against the cashier, what 
would you do in the given situation? 

Candidate 1: This is a common situa¬ 
tion faced by bank customers. 
Nationalised banks have traditionally 
given poor service and employees have 
behaved irresponsibly towards their 
customers. That is the reason that they are 
ipsing customers after private banks have 
come in. I feel that the cashier should not 
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go unpunished. As bank manager, 1 would 
like to be strong and suspend the cashier, 
since he has led to an Important customer 
withdrawing his business. It is true that I 
would have to face the wrath of the imions 
but in tlie long term interest of tlie bank, 
it is better to face the unions once tlian to 
live in fear of them. My action would also 
send a message to other employees and 
set an example. This is the only way that 
our branch can face up to the competition. 
We have to provide good serx'ice. By going 
on strike, we may lose business for a few 
days but in the long run, the bank would 
work more efficiently. It is time we faced 
inefficient employees once and for all, 
rather than live in dread of them. After 
all, the prime objective of the bank is 
customer service and increasing business. 

If we cannot do that, do wc have a reason 
to exist? 

Candidate II: I would like to moti¬ 
vate tlie cashier and explain to him how 
his action has affected the bank and one 
of our best customers. If he really 
withdraws business from the bank, would 
it be beneficial to us? I think the problem 
lies in motivation. If bank employees feel 
responsible for their job and realise tlie 
importance of the work they are doing, 
they will want to contribute to the branch. 
The solution thus lies in motivation and 
guidance. I would try to find out what 
work the cashier was doing at the time 
the customer came. Maybe he was doing 
something which was not part of his 
duties, or maybe he needs some assistance, 
which 1 will provide to him. I am sure he 
will appreciate my concern and improve 
in the future. 

Candidate III: Before knowing the 
facts of the case, how can 1 take action? I 
would constitute an enquiry committee to 
find out the facts. If the cashier was found 
to be doing something wliich he shouldn't 
have been doing, 1 would recommend his 
immediate transfer or sacking. I would not. ^ 
take an Arbitrary decision like throwing 


him out or even try to motivate hint, since 
bank employees do not respond to such 
things. When I have the enquiry commit¬ 
tee report with me, I can decide about suit¬ 
able action to be taken. Maybe the cashier 
needs assistance or maybe he was at fault. 
In this way, I would avoid a strike but 
send a message to other employees too 
that I was serious about my job. An 
arbitrary decision would hurt my 
credibility and also expose me to risk of 
union activity. Under the circumstances, 
an enquiry would buy me time as also 
serve the purpose. It would also be safe, 
as my subsequent action would not be 
criticised, since I was going by the 
committee recommendations. 

Candidate IV: I find that there is 
nothing much I can do in this situation. 
Bank managers have few powers over 
their employees and can neither motivate 
them nor throw them out. We also have to 
realise that managers are not responsible 
for the business of their banks. They have 
only temporary tenure and promotions are 
based on length of service. I would thus 
try to ensure that everything is peaceful 
during my tenure and no major disrup¬ 
tions take place. My transfer may be due 
in a few years anyway, so why ^ould 1 ’ 
rock the boat? By appointing committees 
or taking action, I would be unnecessarily 
spoiling my relations with colleagues and 
it would also spoil my reputation in the 
bank. So I would do nothing. 1 would try 
to pacify the customer, but if he wants to 
take the business elsewhere, let him. I 
would also pacify the cashier but would 
not take action against him. Wisdom lies 
in maintaining the status quo, not in rock¬ 
ing the boat. The case says that Uie bank 
is nationalised, so that is important. We 
are not in the private sector where we arc 
responsible. We have to fulfil sodal re¬ 
sponsibility. Employees are important. 
^to^eover, you cannot change the syatsm. 
So my advice is: do nofiUng. Just sit '^glft 
and wait for your transfer. Maybe if will 
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be to a better place. 

Analysis: We now have different 
viewpoints, each quite different from the 
others. Ihe first is to take drastic acticm, 
the second to motivate the errant 
employee, the tt\ird to appoint a committee 
and the fourfii, to do nothing. Each has its 
advantages, as explained. Geariy, there is 
no one answer or the best solution. But 
when one makes any recommendation, 
one must see what impact it will make on 
the selection panel. 

The first response would show that 
the manager is tough and ruthless, brave 
and daring. However, it would also show 
that he does not care about human 
relations. The second shows that the 
manager is too concerned with human 
qualities. He wants to motivate the 
employee, but that is a long process. The 
message he would send that he is too soft 
and does not care about the efficiency in 
the bank. The third response is to buy time 
by appointing an enquiry committee. This 
would make practical sense, though it 
would show that the manager is 
indecisive. The last response is perhaps 
the most practical: given such situations a 
real bank manager will probably ignore 
the whole episode. Each response, thus, 
has its positive points but would send a 
negative signal too. What would be the 
best response in this case? 

Best response: It must be understood 
that any case is a situation and a candidate 
is not required to show his business acu¬ 
men or insight. What is required is that tire 
candidate shows some leadership skills and 
is able to articulate his ideas. We give be¬ 
low a method which would be the best 
response in doing any case discussion. 

The idea is that the candidate must 
keep the initiative and is able to interject 
at several points in the discussion. Do not 
give your viewpoint, no matter how wise 
you think it is. When you advise a 
particularpiece of action, you immediately 
paint yourself in a comer from where you 
have to defend your thoughts without the 
possibility of shifting your stand later on. 
Hiere is no poiirt getting into an argument 
The best way would be to assume a le^- 
erahip positioii and, without committing 
My course of tuition, to guide the group. 
Hdp it arrive at a consensus. Agree or 


. "1 asked a professional, Manoj Kaul, Network 

Head of Hutchison Max Telecom in Chandigarh, to 
respond to the abCve case. He did his MBA from 
jor worked in senior positions. “The 

cashier’s behaviour is an all too familiar sight in any 
' public sector bank today. Overstaffing and 
irresponsible unions have created an organisation 
1^^ culture which is the root cause of such behaviour 

I -^- ::i-J patterns. In discussing the case, the student should 

lay out the issues rather than argue for a particular course of action. Several 
alternatives exist and they should be discussed. The selection committee will 
look for that person who has the most number of ideas and who can provide 
leadership to the group. 

The practical way to solve the problem would be to adopt a dual strategy. In 
the short run, the manager can relocate employees in such a way that all front 
end customer interfacing jobs are held by people with greater empathy for cus¬ 
tomers. In ttie long run, training and development should be applied so that 
employees learn that handling customers is their prime job. Of course, the 
alternatives with the manager are very limited, since much of the control in 
nationalised banks is exercised by the head office. Given the facts of the case, 
a student who can articulate such ideas would certainly be chosen. 

As a manager, I come across many young people looking for jobs. Such a 
case study helps separate the thinking and well-read person from one who is not. 
We are not looking for a person who speaks loudly, but one who exhibits some 
extraordinary skills. We are not looking for ideal solutions either, since such case 
studies really have no absolutely correct answer. The successful person should 
be able to show leadership, articulate different viewpoints and later, help select 
the most aa:eptable solution. Very often our mind gets stuck on just one course 
of action, which we think is the most correct. The idea is to move on and look 
at as many options as possible. Otherwise, the candidate is left with nothing but 
to defend himself. This is a wrong strategy in a group discussion and a case 
discussion. 

If you follow the above strategy, your chances of selection will be improved 
considerably I wish readers of The Competition Master all the best!” 


disagree to others' viewpoints. After suf¬ 
ficient arguments have been made, take 
your stand and agree with the group. Your 
role should be of a facilitator. 

Here are the steps you can follow to 
achieve the above: 

1. Dracribe the problem. 

2. Ask for different viewpoints. 

3. Identify possible solutions. 

4. Discuss pros and cons of each 
alternative. 

5. Select the best alternative and 
agree with it. 

. 6. Conclude. 

By following this strategy, you can 
make a contribution to any case, even if 
you do not know anyfiung about it. Start 
by paraphrasing the ca% and put in your 


words, explaining it to others. Stick to the 
facts mentioned in the case. Having made 
your introduction, ask for the opinion of 
others. Do not criticise anybody but help 
analyse the alternatives. Bring in advan¬ 
tages and disadvantages of each alterna¬ 
tive. Having thrashed out all suggestions, 
help the group select the best one. Agree 
with the group consensus and conclude, 
bringing in all the points that were 
brouglit up in the case. 

You can show your leadership abili¬ 
ties through this strategy. The selection 
committee would ho doubt be impressed 
by your contribution as also the fact that 
you are able to guide the group. This 
would thus be the winning strategy to 
succeed in any case discussion. 
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The Competition Master’s Guide to Opportunities 


This feature alerts our readers about forthcommg examinations and 
opportunities. Institutes should send us information well in advance to be 
included here. Rearers are advised to assess their own suitability and 
that of the institute before appi^ng—this feature is not a recommendation 
of any course or institute. 

AIR FORCE 

Women Pilots In Short Service Commission— Eligibility: B.Sc. 
Physics and/or Maths or BE. Date of birth between 2.1.77 and 1.1.81. 
Last dale lor applying: February 27, 1999. Apply on the prescribed 
format to: Post Bag No. 001, DHQ Post Office, New Delhi • 110 011 

COMPANY SECRETARY 

Foundation Examination March 31,1999. Eligibility— Class 12 
in any disdpflne except fine arts. Apply to; Chairman, North India Regional 
Council of ICSI, ICSI-NIRC Building, Plot No 4, Prasad Nagar, Institutional 
Area, Rajendra Place, New Delhi - 110 005. 
ENGINEERING/ARCHITECTURE/MBBS 

Common Entrance Test for Engineering, Architecture and 
Medical College, Chandigarh—To be heid on May 22-23,1999. Last 
date; March 22,1999. For detailed information regarding eligibility etc, 
see the prospectus, which can be obtained from the Manager Publication 
Bureau, Panjab University, Chandigarh by sending a draft of Rs 150 and 
a s.a.s.e. of 30x25cm. 

FASHION DESIGN 

Diploma in Fashion Design/Garment Manufacturing 
Techriology— Eligibility; Class 12 with minimum 50% marks for fashion 
design and graduation with 50% marks for GMT. Written test: June 3-4, 
1999. Last date: May 10.1999. Apply to: Northern India Institute of Fashion 
Technology, C>115, Industrial Area, Phase VII, Mohali with a DD for Rs 
250 in favour of NIIFT, Mohali. 

FOREST SERVICE 

Indian Forest Service Examination, 1999— To be held on July 
25,1999. Eligibility; Bachelor's degree in specified subjects and age 
21-30 years. Last date; March 8.1999. Apply on the prescribed format 
to; Secretary, Union Public Service Commission, Dholpur House, New 
Delhi • 110 oil. For details see advt published on February 6,1999. 
HOTEL MANAGEMENT 

1. Diploma In Hotel Management (3 years)— Eligibility; Class 12 
with English as compulsory subject and age below 22 years. Written test: 
April 18,1999. Apply on the prescribed format to; National Council for 
Hotel Management and Catering Technology, Post Bag 2281, 
Chanakyapuri PO, New Delhi -110 021 with a DO for Rs 440. 

2. BA in Hotel Management (3 years) and Diploma in Culinary 
Arts and Kitchen Administration (2 years)— Taj Group of Hotels. 
Eligibility: Class 12 and age below 22 years. Apply to: Principal, Indian 
Instilule of Hotel Management, Rauza Bagh, Aurangabad • 431 001 
(Maharashtra) with a DO for Rs 400 payable to ‘Indian Institute of Hotel 

I Managemenf payable at Aurangabad. 

HOSPITAL AND HEALTH MANAGEMENT 

PQ Programme In Hospital and Health Management (2 years)— 
ElgWIity: Graduates in any discfpllne with minimum 50% marks. Written 
teiiCandidBtes may appear either in MAT conducted by AIMA on May 
T di fS99 or Specialised MAT on May 23,1999. Last dates: For MAH April 
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17,1999 and for Specialised MAT: May 2,1999. For free information 
write to; Indian Institute of Health Management Research, Opp Sanganer 
Airport, Jaipur-302 011. 

MANAGEMENT 

1. PG Diploma equivalent to MBA and MCA— Eligibility: 
Bachelor's degree for PGDBM and maths upto class 12 for PGDCA. 
Written lest; February 28,1999. Last date: February 23,1999. Apply to: 
Institute of Management Technology, Post Box 137, Raj Nagar, Hapur 
Road, Ghaziabad - 201 001 with a DD for Rs 600 payable to Institute of 
Management Technology payable at Ghaziabad, and 2 self-addressed 
labels. 

2. Masters in Personnel Management/Diploma in Advertising 
and Communications— Eligibility: Graduation with minimum 50% marks. 
Written test: March 7,1999. Last date; February 25,1999. Apply to: 
Director, Symbiosis Institute of Business Management, Senapati Bapat 
Road, Pune - 411004 with a DD for Rs 650 in favour of Director, Symbiosis 
Institute of Business Management. 

3. PG Diploma in Marketing Management (1 year)— Eligibility; 
Graduate with minimum 50% marks. Written test: March 21,1999. Last 
date: February 28, 1999. Apply to; Times School of Marketing, 10 
Daryaganj, New Delhi - 110 002 with a DD for Rs 500 and a s.a.s.e. 
10x12 cm with stamps of Rs 20. Forms available at Times of India offices. 

4. Management Aptitude Test (MAT)— To be held on May 16, 
1999. Eligibility: Graduation. Last date: April 17,1999. Forms available at 
AIMA Nodal Centres or apply to; AIMA-CMS, 14 Institutional Area, Lodi 
Road, New Delhi - 110 003 with a DD for Rs 300. 

SCIENCES 

1. Ph.D. in Science or Engineering Faculty, Masters 
programmes (M.Tech, M.Des. and MBA)— Written test; May 9,1999. 
Last date for receipt of forms: March IS for Researdi and Marc^ 9 for 
Masters programmes. Forms available at branches of Canara Bank or 
from Assistant Registrar Admissions Unit, Indian Institute of Science, 
Bangalore - 560 012 with a DD for Rs 350 payable to “Registrar, Indian 
Institute of Science, Bangalore*. 

2. Master of Englneering/Sciences/PhD— Eligibility: Bachelor's 
degree with honours in engineering or honours degree in science. 
Scholarship of Singapore $1,400 per month. Last date; March 2,1999. 
Apply to: Director, Singapore-MIT Aliiance (SMA), National University of 
Singapore, 10 Kent Ridge Crescent, Singapore • 119260 

SOCIAL SERVICE 

National Bridge Course for in-servleo special teachers and 
rehabilitation workers working in the field of disahiiity: Stipend: Rs 
1,000. For details contact institutes in various States. For more information, 
write to; Mr J.P. Singh Member Secretary, Rehabilitation Council of 
India, Bharat Scouts and Guides Builcfing, 16 MG Marg^P Estate, New 
Delhi-110 002. 

STATISTICS 

B.Stat/M.Stat/Maater of Sclence/M.Teeh. fn Computer 
Science— Written test; May2,1999. Last date Hr receiving appiieatlons; 
March 26,1999. Apply to: Dean of StudMa, Indian BtjitlstloM institute, 
203 BarrackporeTfunk Road, Calcutta •700035 or 181 In Delhi, Bangalore, 
Chenrial or Hyderabad, with a DD for l%i 160. 



Descrtpilra Quesdons 


Improving relations between 
people and police 

Q. Suggest three effective mea¬ 
sures to improve relations between the 
people and the police. Emphasize how 
the steps suggested by you would be 
really result-oriented. 

Ans. Instances of custodial deaths, 
fake encounters and violation of human 
rights by our police forces, reflect poorly 
on their training and the subsequent treat¬ 
ment they mete out to the people at large. 
In order to improve the image of police 
and give a new turn to their relations with 
the people, the following measures, if 
adopted with all sincerity and seriousness 
by "powers-that-be", can help improve the 
image of police force. 

In the first and foremost attempt to 
better relations betw'een the people and 
the police, such recommendations of the 
commissions of enquiry that have gone 
into the entire gamut of 'police-public' 
relations earlier, should be thoroughly 
studied and scrutinised for implementa¬ 
tion in the present context. Unless some 
substantial and perceptible changes ace 
brought about in the psyche of the po¬ 
lice personnel, and their attitude and 
approach towards the people are com¬ 
pletely overhauled for the better, no tan¬ 
gible results will follow. 

■ The most common perception and 
practice that 'without political influence 
or money or both, notlung moves in dte 
police station', have always soured the 
relations between the public and the 
police. Since a polke. constable is the 
pivot around whom the entire law and 
machinery revolves, it is he or she who 
needs to be attended the most. During 
the training p^od, it should be drilled ; 
into his/her mind that he Js there in the' 
society to hielp and hot to harass, to co¬ 
operate and net to co^ the pe<^le. The 


anti-people psychological traits that have 
got stuck with his performance or per¬ 
ceptions, need to be tackled and his/her 
genuine grievances, like low salary and 
status, reasonable facilities of housing, 
health-care, education, etc of his family 
and children should be given top prior¬ 
ity. 

The Training Division of the Bureau 
of Police Research and Development 
(BPR & D) is attempting to make the 
Indian police people-friendly, a task con¬ 
sidered by many as impossible. Through 
a unique experiment to realise the im¬ 
possible, the 'change agent project' be¬ 
ing carried out in police stations of three 
States, has produced quite encouraging 
results. It goes without saying that we 
need an efficient and people-friendly 
police service. The money spent on po¬ 
lice training rightfully comes under hu¬ 
man resource development. Without a 
people-friendly police force, our march 
into the twen^-first century would be 
like walking into a dark tunnel without 
any light at the other end. 

Government versus governance 

Q. Some public-spirited person 
feel 'we have too much government but 
too little governance'. Substantiate the 
statement with your views based on ex¬ 
perience, knowledge and day-to-day 
happenings. 

Ans. With most of the Cabinets over¬ 
sized, ministries and departments over¬ 
staffed, corporations and autonomous 
organisations over-pampered, not much 
quality in governance can be expected. 
It is a sad state of affairs to see an atmo¬ 
sphere of apathy and non-accountability 
ruling the tooet and die poor public left 
to fmd for itself. If some pubUc spirited 
persons fieel or thbik that India has too 


much government visible everywhere 
but too little governance, they are not 
voicing their concerns and criticism for 
nothing. 

With the onset'of liberalisation, it was 
hoped that the out-grown wings of the 
government and its various constituents 
would be pruned, but no such shedding 
off of the extra load on State exchequer 
has come about. It is a pity that a big part 
of State revenues goes towards salaries 
and other perks of its employees, loss¬ 
making public sector units, subsidies and 
repayment of loans and interest at the cost 
of development. There are too many laws, 
both relevant as well as obsolete, but their 
implementation is too shoddy and shabby. 
On law and order front, the people find 
themselves at the mercy of guns and 
goons. 

Although political parties have be¬ 
come adept in the art of forming gov¬ 
ernments with all sorts of 
combinations/permutations, when it 
comes to good governance, they make 
all types of absurd attempts to pass tffe 
buck and own any responsibility for the 
mess of their own creation. As a result 
of manipulative politics, which mani¬ 
fests itself into jumbo-sized cabinets and 
over-bloated bureaucracy, it is the com¬ 
mon man who finds himself at the re¬ 
ceiving end. Whether it is the question 
of rising prices, escalating crimes, all- 
pervasive corruption, or the 
criminalisation of politics, government 
remains highly visible but governance 
almost vanishes. Who can deny the hard 
fact that the wheels of justice move at 
snail's pace and the atrocities against 
women and other weaker sections have 
become a rule rather than an exception? 
Notwithstanding the claim that we have 
elected governments, both at the Cen¬ 
tre and the States, the state of gover- 
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nance is far from satisfactory. 

Hypocrisy and Human beings 

Q. If human beings all over the 
world got rid of their hypocrisy, what 
would happen? Give three possible con¬ 
sequences if such a thing happens in 
human life. 

Ans. No two human beings are alike 
in tone and temperament. Yet, there are 
traits, both positive and negative, that are 
conunon in most persons. The degree of 
certain essential characteristics may vary 
from person to person but, by and large, 
human beings the world over remain 
glued to their impulses, instincts and even 
idiosyncracics, howc\’er hard they may try 
to project a different image of their per¬ 
sonality. Besides the universal traits of 
love and hate, compassion and cruelty, 
charity and possession, human beings 
compulsively remain the slaves of hypoc¬ 
risy because they lack the courage to live 
by their convictions and call a spade a 
spade. Exceptions apart, most of us are 
obsessed with presenting our character in 
cosmetic colours so that our real person¬ 
ality may not get exposed. Hypocrisy by 
its very definition is the 'practice of mis¬ 
representing one's real character, opinions, 
etc. especially by pretending to be more 
virtuous than one really is'. How this 
negative trait affects the emotional, moral 
and spiritual fibre of our 'being', seldom 
pricks our conscience. If by some quirk of 
circumstance, human beings get rid of 
hypocrisy, the following consequences 
would follow. 

With the disappearance of hypocrisy 
from human life, gap between pretension 
and practice will be bridged to a great 
extent. The stigma tliat chases human life 
all the time, in the form of hypocrisy, and 
causes harassment to self-assessment or 
analysis in quieter moments of life, will 
get obliterate. Life will remain no longer 
a harried experience but will become a 
bit holier. To that extent human beings 
will not judge each other with the blink¬ 
ers of hypocrisy on their vision and wis¬ 
dom. 

The true character of each person will 
fllOanifest itself, irrespective of the prying 
'\ejtes erf other. Instead of convenience of 


conscience, people will come out with the 
courage of their conviction and confess 
all their faults and follies without feeling 
small or ashamed. In this way many a 
crime or sin that we commit under the 
shadow of hypocrisy or self-delusion, will 
take a flight and the entire social atmo¬ 
sphere will be brightened. Human rela¬ 
tions will improve because pretension will 
yield its place to transparency of thought, 
speech and action. 

Many socio-economic and socio-po¬ 
litical ills that afflict the global spec¬ 
trum, and are fed and fuelled by 
hypocris}^ will no longer haunt us. The 
spectre of double-talk and double-deal¬ 
ing Will become a thing of the past. In 
order to pass judgement on the concept 
and conduct of others, we will be moved 
more by sincerity and truth than by 
hypocrisy. 

Lessons of history 

Q. The tragedy of human 
civilisation has been that 'human be¬ 
ings fail to learn any lesson from his¬ 
tory'. Give your views on the subject 
based on knowledge, reading and 
ground realities. 

Ans. With the entire spectrum of 
knowledge and wisdom of ages at his 
disposal, man enjoys enormous powers 
to get over his myopic mindset and preju¬ 
diced proclivities. But, alas, human be¬ 
ings fail to learn any worth-while lessons 
from history and tend to repeat those 
very mistakes which their fore-fathers 
had committed in the past. 'History re¬ 
peats itself' is a saying based on bitter 
experiences of the past, when civilisation 
had to face the onslaught of human 
amnesia in the fearful form of death and 
destruction in the name of national pride 
or territorial expansionism. 

It hardly matters whether human be¬ 
ings belonged to the Stone Age, Middle 
Ages or they belong to the modern era of 
science and technology. If they make fran¬ 
tic efforts to achieve the impossible, they 
become equally frenzied to destroy the 
citadels of excellence and exquisite lega¬ 
cies. The havoc of the First Warld War 
failed to restrain human ambition from 
becoming (jemonic once again. The result 


of his egoistic blindless plunged the en¬ 
tire humanity into the catastrophic fires 
of unmitigated misery and unparalleled 
devastation, of men, material and machin¬ 
ery. In their arrogance, or ignorance, hu¬ 
man beings fail to read the writing on the 
wall and tend to commit same follies and 
fatal mistakes with which human history 
is replete. Hie events of the past, so lu¬ 
cidly analysed by historians and other 
scholarly persons, fail to rein in our run¬ 
away egoism and sinister sense of infalli¬ 
bility. If we condemn the follies of the past, 
it should pass our comprehension, why 
we don't learn any lessons from volumi¬ 
nous books and other narrations that are 
a standing lesson or instruction of how 
we can avoid the tragedy by learning from 
history. 
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Bsneral Studies Scene 


Q. 1. Discuss the provisions for government contracts under 
the Indian Constitution. What are the immunities to the officials 
for the acts done in the course of exercise of sovereign functions? 
Also discuss the suitability of public servants and Heads of 
States. 

Ans. As per the Constitution of India, both the Union and 
the State governments have the power to enter into contracts in 
relation to their spheres of executive functions. But the 
Constitution imposes certain conditions on the exercise of these 
powers. Article 299 of the Constitution enumerates such 
conditions, some of which are as under; 

(fl) Such a contract must be executed by a person who is duly 
authorised to do so by the President or tlic Governor, as the case 
may be. 

{b) Such a contract is executed by such a person on behalf of 
the President or the Governor and it must be expressed to be 
made by the President or Governor, as the case may be. 

These conditions are essential to make a contract enforceable 
against the government. However, in case of an invalid contract, 
a suit may lie against the officer in his personal capacity. 

As per the law, no official or the government can be sued for 
acts done in course of exercise of the sovereign functions. A few 
examples of such acts are as under: 

{a) Commandeering goods during war; 

{b) Making or repairing a military road; 

(c) Improper arrest, negligence or trespass by Police Officers; 

(d) Wrongs committed by Officers in discharge of their duties. 

But in several circumstances, a suit lies against the 

government for wrongs done by a public servant while dealing 
with an individual or a company. Sweral examples are given as 
under: 

(a) Injury due to negligence of a government servant in a 
govcrnment-owned/controlled place of work; 

(b) Loss caused to a person due to unlawful profits made by 
the government; 

(c) Defamation caused by any communique issued by the 
government; 

(d) Injury caused by a government vehicle not deployed for 
carrying on sovereign functions; 

(c) Trespass upon or damage done to private property in 
case of a Umd dispute between government and private 
individual. 

Article 300(0 of Constitution'iays down that the 
government has tlw right to sue and liable to be sued. So far as 
tight to sue is concern^, while individuals can be sued by the 


government, even other State governments or the Union 
government, as the case may be, can be sued by a government. 
But in case of dispute between two governments, the case can 
only be instituted in the highest court of law, i.e., die Supreme 
Court of India. 

Article 361 of the Indian Constitution provides that the 
President and a Governor are immune to a limited extent, for 
their political and personal acts while in office. The absolute 
immunity in case of President and a Governor is available for 
official acts, but no other person has such absolute immunity, 
even if such a person acted under the orders of the President or 
a Governor. Hence, the President and a Governor is immune 
from legal action and cannot be sued in a court of law for any act 
done or purported to be done by them, in exercise of their duties 
under the Constitution or any other Acts. President or a Governor 
is also not amenable to the writs or directions issued by any 
court. So far as personal acts are concerned, the immunity 
available to the President or a Governor for unlawful personal 
acts committed by him during the term of liis office, is only 
limited to the duration of such term. Affer the expiry of such 
term, criminal proceedings can be initiated. Civil proceeding, 
however, can be taken up against their personal acts, but only if 
two months' notice in writing has been delivered to the Presitot 
or the Governor, as tire case may be. 

So far as public servants are concerned, in case of a contract 
signed by a government servant in official capacity, it is the 
government which can be sued. Judicial officers have a special 
immunity provided to them by the Judicial Officers Protection 
Act, 1850. But all the crimes committeil by a government servant 
are treated at par with the crimes done by other citizens. Special 
immunity is available to the officers who are responsible for 
maintaining law and order in an area where martial taw is in 
force. 

Q. 2. Spell out various measures taken by the government 
of India for the welfare of labour, with special emphasis on 
rehabilitation of bonded labour and woricera' participation in 
management. 

Ans. Labour welfere is one of the prime objectives of any 
welfare State like India. Main aim is primarily to prevent 
exploitation of labour, on the one hand, and to ensure dignity of 
labour and ensuring a decent quality of life to the labour, on the 
offier. There are various Acts which provide legal protection to 
the labour from the exploitation of the anpioyers, which include 
tite Minimum Wages Act and Industrial Disputes Act. But over 
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and abcn c the existing statutory provisions, the government has 
introd need several measures which ensure social security, increase 
in producti\'ity, improvement in skills and improvement in 
working coiulilions for the labour class. The emphasis is on the 
ijualitali\e enhancement of employment opportunities, more 
particularly in the unorganised sector. These measures aim'at 
skill formation and development, strengthening and 
modernisation of employment service, promotion of industrial 
.safety, workers' education and training, rehabilitation of bonded 
labour, safeguards to the women and child labour, healthy 
industrial relations and workers' participation in management. 

For improving skills of the labour force and increasing its 
produclivitv, numerous Industrial Training Institutes have been 
.set up which arc imparting training. There also exist seven 
Adv anced fraining Institutes, one Central Training lastitute, two 
Foremen Training instilutes, a Central Staff Training and Research 
Institute and a Central Instructional Media Institute. Institutes, 
specifirailv for women, ha\e also been set up. With a view' to 
provide assistance to the job seekers, a vast network of 
employment exchanges has been set up. With a view to increase 
the job opportunities, emphasis is also laid on self-employment. 
For this purpose, several schemes like Prime Minister's Rozgar 
Yojarut (PMRY) and Self-Hmplovmcnl for Hducated Unemployed 
Youth (SFFUY) have been introduced. 

While in the organised sector, the workers do enjoy the 
benefit of labour welfare measures, workers in the unoi^anised 
sector, constituting about 90 per cent of the total labour force, 
need special attention. Fmancipation of child labour from the 
hazardous industries has been triggered by a recent decision of 
the Supreme Court of India. 

Bonded I>abour System (Abolition) Act, 1976 entrusts the 
responsibility of identification, release and rehabilitation of the 
bonded labour to the State governments. During the Seventh 
and Eighth Plans, a Centrally-sponsored scheme on 50:50 sharing 
basis was operated for rehabilitation of the bonded labour. As 
per tlie Eighth Plan document, a total of 2,55,608 bonded labour 
was identified uplo March 31, 1991, out of which 2,22,935 had 
been rehabilitated. Voluntary agencies have also done a 
commendable job in identification and rehabilitation of the 
bonded labour. 

Q. 3. Account for religious reforms among Muslims after 
1858, writh special reference to the contribution made by Sir 
Sayyid Ahmed Khan and Muhammad Iqbal. 

Ans. While the religious reforms among Hindus were 
continuing even before 1858, such reforms took off late among 
the Muslims. Upto 1858, the contact of Muslim leaders with the 
western ideas and culture was negligible. But, after the revolt of 
1857, the Muslim contact with western education and culture 
began to surface. In 1863, a beginning in this direction was made 
when Muhammedan Literary Society was founded at Calcutta. 
This society mainly targeted the upper and middle class Muslims 
and encouraged exchange of ideas on religious, social and political 
issues. 

During this period, most important contribution in this 
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field came from Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan, who was a great 
advocate of modern scientific thought and believed that 
$ocial and religious life of the Muslims could be improved 
■ only by adopting modern western scientific knowledge, 
which couild'hoTcome with the traditional education system 
among the Muslims. He believed that holy Quran was the 
only authoritative work for Islam, but interpreted Quran 
also in the light of contemporary rationalism and science. If 
any interpretation of Quran conflicted with humafi reason, 
nature or science, he believed it to be the misinterpretation 
of the holy book. Sir Sayyid continued to wage a battle 
against tradition, ignorance and irrationalism. He was 
against close- mindedness and propagated tolerance and 
broad-mindedness. 

Promotion of modern education was one of his prime 
objectives. He set up many modern schools in which many 
western books translated in Urdu were ^aught. In 1857 he 
set up the Muhammedan Anglo-Oriental College at Aligarh, 
which later grew into Aligarh Muslim University. This 
college became a centre for the spread ef \vcstprn sciences 
and culture among the Muslims. His liberal religious ideas 
attracted funds for the college from Hindus, Parsis and 
Christians as well. Ho also believed that .ill religions had 
underlying unity, as their basic principles were similar and 
condemned religious bigotry. 

Towards the end of his life, in the end of nineteenth century, 
he began talking about Hindu domination to prevent his followers 
from joining the nationalist movement, as he firmly believed 
that it was not pssible to dislodge the British from India. He 
further believed that only upon becoming as liberal, 
knowledgeable and modem as the British, the Indians could 
pose a challenge to the foreign rule. He, thus, wanted the 
uneducated Muslims to stay away from the nationalist mo\’ement. 
This was, however, misinterpreted by many later to be 
communalism and separatism. This, however, did not undermine 
his own contributions. He was also a strong advocate of raising 
the status of the women in the society, removal of Purdah and 
promoting women education, which also invited tlie anger of 
traditionalists, who abused him and even raised Fafum against 
him. 

In addition to Sir Sayyid, Muhammad Iqbal also had his 
own share of contribution in this respect. A great poet, 
Muhammad Iqbal greatly influenced the philosophical and 
religious outlook of the younger generation of Muslims in the 
beginning of twentieth century. He was ba.sicaliy a humanist and 
advocated the adoption of dynamic outlook by the Muslims. 
Condemning ritualism, and traditionalism, Muhammad Iqbal 
urged the Muslims to seek happiness by striving for co-existence 
and harmony. His modem ideas emphasised the need for 
constant change and d^mism and brought forward the need 
for condemning resignation, contemplation and quiet 
contentment. Nothing was more sinful in his eyes than passive 
acceptance of things as they were. In his earlier poetry, he 
promo^ patriotism but later, he was .accused Of encoimiging 
Muslim separatism. ' 




MONTH YHSTERDAY 



India 

The array ot notable events which got 
registered during the months of March 
in Indian history include: Government’s 
formal annoimcement on March 7,1835 
that English would be the medium of 
instructions and educational grants 
would be spent for teaching English 
and Western Science; Mangal Pandey 
ablazing flame of first war of India's 
independence by murdering an English 
adjutant on March 28,1857; Lord Ripon 
opening Mohindra College at Patiala on 
March 17, 1884; release of first set of 
Gramophone records in India on March 
19,1906; passing of resolution on Puran - 
Sximraj by Indian National Congress at 
l^hore on March 28,1929; Mahatma 
Gandhi starting Diindi Yatra fwm 
Saharmati on March 12, 1930 after 
taking the vow that 'he would not 
return to the Ashram till independence 
was won'; announcement of Gandhi- 
Irwin Pact on March 5,1931 which 
called off Civil Disobedience 
Movement, and besides amending the 
Salt Law, ensured the withdrawal of 
emergency ordinances as also the 
participation of Congress in the Second 
Round Table Conference; release of first 
Indian Talkie Alam Ara on March 14, 

1931; execution of Bhagat Singh, 

Rajguru and Sukhdev on Manh 23,1931 
in the Lahore jail, which sparked off a 
series of agitations in Punjab, UP, 

Bengal and Kanpur; Ganesh Shanluir 
Vidyarthi's kilti^ while saving a 
Muslim bredtren on March 25,1931; 
Subhash Chandra Bose reaching 
Moscow on March 27,1941 where he 
met Gennan ambassador to USSR; 

British Govemnient announcing Cripps 
visit to India on hforch 11,1942; At/ti 
Hind Fau/reaching on the Indian soil 
Horn Bunxuk on Mudt IB, 1944; Dr 
Rajendra Ri^asad inaug^tia^ dval^^ 
Asian GamM in New Delhi on March 4, 


i 1951; commissioning of India's first 
passenger locomotive from Chittaranjan 
Locomotive on March 11,1963; Sunil 
Gavaskar creating history by crossing 
the mark of 10,000 runs in Test Cricket 
on March 7,1987; Vmod Kambli 
becoming fust Indian to register 
consecutive double centuries on Mareh 
14,1993; President Narayanan 
administering oath of office to Atal 
Bchari Vajpayee as Prime Minister on 
March 19,1998. 


Dedicatory 

Jamshedji Nusserwanji Tata, the 
fountain-head of industrialisation 
in India, was bom on March 3, 
1839. 

Dwijendranath Tagore, who is 
credited widi the introduction of 
Bengali short-hand, was bom on 
March 11,1840. 

Alexandra Graham Bell, the 
Scottish-born American 
Audiologist and Telephone 
inventor, was bom on March 3, 
1847. 

Otto Hahn, tlte German Chemist 
who is credited with dte discovery 
of Nuclear Fission, was bom on 
March 9,1879. 

Manabendra Nath Roy, whom 
Lenin called 'symbol of revolution 
in the East', was bom on March 
21,1887. 

Valentina Yladimirovna 
Tereshkova, the first woman to 
orbit the Earth, was bom on March 
6,1937. 


International 

The array of notable events which 
vvete witnesaed durihg the monfiu of 
March in' ttie world histOiW include; 
foimafion of Provisional 6)vemment 


in Russia following C/ar Nicholas H's 
abdication on March 15,1917; Russia 
signing the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk 
with Germany and withdrawing from 
the war on March 3,1918; US Senate 
rejecting Versailles Treaty on March 
19,1920; Greece becoming a Republic 
on March 24, 1924; installation of 
Traffic lights in Edinburg, Scotland on 
March 19,1928; Herr Hitler 
announcii\g the reintroduction of 
compulsory military service... and 
renouncing the Treaty of Versailles on 
March 16, 1935; institutionalisation of 
Arab League on March 22, 1945; 
Pakistan becoming Islamic Republic 
on March 23,1956; World 
Meteorological Organisation coming 
into force on March 23, 1950; signing 
of Border agreement by China and 
Pakistan, ... Pindi ceding 2000 Sq. 
mile of Pak-Occupied-Kashmir to 
China on March 1,1963; Maiuitius 
becoming independent on March 12, 
1968 after a century and half of 
British rule; Southern Rhodesia, in 
defiance of United Nations decision, 
severing its ties with the England, by 
proclaiming itself a Redpublic on 
March 1,1970; 43 Nations, including 
USA, USSR and UK, ratifying Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty on March 5, 
1970; meeting of heads of State of 
East and West Germany for tlie first 
time in 20 years, on March 19, 1970; 
entering into force of International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
and its optional Protocol on March 23, 
1976; installation of World's largest 
Sundial at the Science Museum of 
Virginia on March 12,1981; resuming 
of ^1 diplomatic relationship by 
Britain and the Vatican after four 
centuries on March 19,1982; Mikhail 
Gorbachev's election as General 
Secretary of Communist Party of 
Soviet Union on March 11, 1985. 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 




im 


USAGE 

Spotting Errors (MO) 

Rend the followmg sentences carefully. 
Eadt sentence has four partf, indicated as (a), 

(b), (c) and (d). Find out an error in any one 
part (a, b, c and d). If the sentence has no error, 
your answer will be (e). 

1. A cashier{fl) accompanied by armed 
guards and two other security staff(ft) were 
carrying the cash collection(c) in a laxi.(tO 
No erior.(e) 

2. Rarely I have met a politician{fl) not 
surrounded by cronies(li) and not being 
interrupted(c) by officials and telephone 
calls.(d) No error.(c) 

3. No sooner were the words(fl) out 
of his mouth(l)) then the hall resoundedfe) 
with a long burst of applause.(d) No 
error.(e) 

4. The legislators complained(fl) that 
their areas had to go(b) without water(c) 
since the last thmc days.{d) No error.(e) 

5. The total number of electrified 
tubewells(fl) in India fall far short(b) of the 
total number of(c) motor vehicles on the 
roads.(d) No error.(c) 

6. India is a vast sub-continent{rt) 
where people with(b) many faiths and 
languages(c) all live together.(d) No 
error.(e) 

7. Everyone stands to gain(<i) by it and 
the sooner(l») it is given a legal shape and 
structure(c) the better.(d) No error.(e) 

8. An education has producedfff) a vast 
population able({>) to read but unable(c) to 
distinguish-what is worth-reading.(d) No 
error.(e) 

9. It was perhapsffl) one of the most(fi) 
exciting and inspiring period(c) in the evo¬ 
lution of contemporary Indian Art.(d) No 
error.(c’) 

10. It was aiieged(n) that the police 
didnot(b) show the urgency(c) expected 
from them in such matters.{<f) No 
error.(e) 
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Sentence Improvement (11-16) 

Look at the underlined part of each sen¬ 
tence. Below each sentence are given three 
possible substitutions for the underlined part. 
If one of them (a), (b) or (c) is better tlan the 
underlined part, that will be your ansioer. If 
none of the substitutions impnwes the sentence, 
your answer will be (di¬ 

ll. The magistrate insisted that a lo¬ 
cal resident furnish his bail or at least stand 
as witness. 

(a) that a local resident should fur¬ 
nish 

(b) that a local resident must fiunish 

(c) that a local resident furnishes 

(d) No improvement required 

12. No wonder, strategies of marriage 
are always updated to suit our times, our 
situation. 

(o) are always being updated 
(li) always are being updated 
(f) were always being updated 
(d) No improvement required 

13. He did not know that you are busy. 

(a) have been busy 

(b) will be busy 

(c) were busy 

(d) No improvement required 

14.1 don't want to run any risk; I want 
a fullproof method. 
la) fully proof 

(b) foolproof 

(c) fully proved 

(d) No improvement required 

15. Sri Pashupatinath is a worth-see¬ 
in g temple in Kathmandu. 

(a) a temple to see its worth 

(b) a temple worthy to be seen 

(c) a temple worth seeing 

(d) No improvement required 

Synonyms (16-20) 

In thefollowing sentences, a word/phrase 
is underlined. For each underlined mrd/ 
phrase, four choiixs are given. Choose the word 
nearest in nleaning to the underlined part and 


that will be your answer. 

16. The chairperson made a few polite 
remarks to keep the conversation going. 

(a) flattering 

(b) pleasing 

(c) grartle 

(d) friendly 

17. These birds are able to survive the 
perils of the Arctic winter. 

(a) cliallenges 

(b) ri.sks 

(c) difficulties 

(d) irritants 

18. The benig n actions of villagers 
were highly appreciated by the train acci¬ 
dent victims. 

(a) kindly 

(b) timely 

(c) pleasant 

(d) lovely 

19. He is eminent both as a sculptor 
and as a painter. 

' (a) popular 

(b) known 

(c) scholarly 

(d) distinguished 

20. For want of adequate water sup¬ 
ply most of the village land is still barren. 

(a) unproductive 

(b) useless 

(c) hard 

(d) infertile 

Antonyms (21-26) 

In the following sentences, a word or 
phrase is underlined. For each underlM loard 
or phrase, four choices arc given. Select the. 
word or phrase which is closest to the opposite 
in meaning of the tmderlined’word or phrase 
and that will be your answer. 

21. The children watched the magi¬ 
cian in silent wonder. 

(fl) expectatiwi 

(b) hc^ 

(c) deEght 

(d) reward 






OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


22. The book contains a philosophical 
essay full of obscurities. 

(a) revelations 

{b) instruction 

(c) ideas 

(d) meanings 

23. He went into ecstasy over his new 
found discove^. 

(a) sorrow 

(b) passivity 

(c) despondency 

{d} anger 

24. In a democracy, we must learn not 
to ridicule the views of others. 

(a) recognise 

(b) respect 

(c) repeat 

(d) support 

25. The object is in a state of motion. 

(<?) stoppage 

(b) death 

(c) stupor 

(d) stability 

Comprehension (26-35) 

Read thefbHoiving passages carefully and 
ansuvr the questions gmn below each passage. 
For each question, four possible ansiocrs are 
gitvn. Select the most suitable answer and that 
will be your correct choice. 

I 

Tlie poor image of the police has been 
traced by research studies to the failure of 
the police to respect human rights and to 
extend dignity and courtesy to the people. 
To make any significant change in the atti¬ 
tude of a police trainee, he should be 
young; at present the age profile of the 
trainees is very high. There is thus an ur¬ 
gent need to reduce the entry age for po¬ 
lice recruits. To save the trainees from the 
'trauma of training' and to prevent them 
horn carrying unpleasant and anti-people 
psychological baits when they Irave tite 
traininginstitubons, there is n^ to create 
a c(xy||t!dal atmo^here at the police train¬ 
ing inMltotionsi It is a sad fact that most of 
toe training institutions lack even the el¬ 
ementary facilities and the living condi¬ 
tions of trainees are abominable. The 
instructors sent tothe training institutions 
are often of low calibre and lack motivtl- 
tiondue toiackofeconbinicinceritiv^and 
oiganisatlonal rkc^rnttcui. 

26. The poor imageof the pohee is due 
to; 


(a) their failure to respect human 
dignity and rights 

(b) their failure to malntdin law and 
order 

(c) their arr(^ance towards people 

(d) their failure to take prompt ac¬ 
tion on people's complaints 

27. How can we make significant 
change in the attitude of a police trainee? 

(a) by seeking the help of psycholo¬ 
gists 

(b) by sending young persons for 
training 

(c) by increasing salaries and other 
benefits 

id) by recruiting persons with po¬ 
lice background 

28. What is most needed at the police 
training institutions? 

(a) removal of unpleasant and anti¬ 
people traits 

(b) availability of more experts in 
human behaviour 

(c) improvement of living condi¬ 
tions there 

(d) creation of a pleasing atmo¬ 
sphere there 

29. The nearest word to explain the 
meaning of 'abominable' is: 

(fl) offensive 

(b) degrading 

(c) disgusting 

(d) mean 

30. What does the expression'trauma 
of training' convey in the passage? 

(a) boredom of training 

(b) bitterness of training 

(e) distressing experience of train¬ 
ing 

(d) futility of training 

31. Why do the instnictors fail to 
impress the trainees? 

(a) because no recognition is given 
to their work 

(b) because they lack organisational 
skills 

(c) because they suffer from eco¬ 
nomic hardships 

(d) because they are of low calibre 
and lack'motivation 


Family has an important role in the 
career plmtnmg and career development 
of its members. Actually, the family should 
be trrated as a smalt organisation. Alt prm- 


ciples of management should be used to 
ensure the success in career of its mem¬ 
bers. The role of parents should change 
bom controlling their children to motivat¬ 
ing them as they grow older. When all 
members take up jobs, the hierarchy of toe 
family should ^ange from a pyramidal 
stnicture to a circular one. In the circular 
organisational set-up every member be¬ 
comes a resource to others, motivating and 
crmtrolling them not by hierarchical power 
but by love, affection and specialised 
knowledge. 

32. The fcKus of the passage is on: 

(a) family as a fountain of love and 
affection 

(b) family's complete control over 
children 

(f) family's absolute right to dixride 
the career of its members 

(d) family's role in career planning 
and development of its members 

33. One of the following statements is 
correct: 

(ii) In toe circular organisationalset- 
up every member becomes a 
resource to others. 

(b) All principles of management 
should be given up to ensure 
success in career of its members. 

(c) Family has no important role to 
play in the development of its 
members. 

(d) When all members take up jobs, 
the hierarchy of the family 
should change from circular 
structure to a pyramidal one. 

34. In the career of children, what role 
should toe parents play? 

(a) control 

(b) iiKilivation 

(f) inspiration 

(d) command 

35. How can the hierarchical power 
be used in the changed social set-up? 

(fl) by treating the family as a small 
organisation 

(b) by leaving everything to the 
discretion of children 

(c) by sliaring love, affection and 
specialist knowledge 

(d) noncoftoese 

Idioms (36-40) 

In the fdlowing sentences, for each un¬ 
derlined idiom, four possible meanings are 
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(b) risk 

(c) peril 


^izvti. Select the one that conveys the nearest j 
meitnbiy of the iiiulcrlined idiom and that irill i 
Iv vour ansxoer. \ 

36. Our holidays got off to a flying ' 
sljtrt because the \\ eathcr was good. 

Ill) began as planned 
(h) began well 

(c) wen' a tame affair 
H) went wrong 

.37. in some offices, money is accepted 
under the tab le tor the w ork to be done or ' 
executed. ; 

(a) .secretly i 

(l>) unwillingly 
(f) fearlessly 

(d) silently ^ i 

38. He is a hit of a queer fish —he has i 
ne\'cr been out of his Jwuse for years. 

(a) philosophical person 
(/>) scholarly person 

(c) acccntric person l 

(d) solitary person ' 

39. She turned a deaf c ar to t)iir warn- ! 

Ings and got lost. i 

(a) went astray ' 

(1)) became irresponsible 

(c) reftised to cooperate ; 

(d) refused to listen 

40. Stop chasing red herring s and get j 
back-to the point. 

(a) memorable events | 

(li) doubtful efforts j 

(c) distant dreams ! 

(d) irrelevant arguments 

Filling the blanks (41-50) 

In the following passage, some spaces have 
hr II left blank. For each blank space, three words i 
are giivii. Select the most suitable nvrd for the ; 
blank s/iace and that will be your ansxivr. 

Try and_ 

41. (a) presume 

(b) guess j 

(c) imagine 

an office not as an office, but more like a ' 
?oo. A_ I 

42. {a) zoo 

(b) hut ; 

(c) office i 

where anything between ten to a hundred 
or even a thousand people are_ 

43. (a) put 

(b) collected 

(c) herded | 

together for eight to twelve hours_ 


44. (fl)on I 

(1>) at I 

(c) over 

a stretch. Making a sort of mini jungle. 
Right then, if an office is a jungle, then what 
kind of animals._ 

45. ((/) mside | 

(b) inhabit 
(<;) live 

this jungle. And how do you deal with | 

1111*80_ I 

46. (tf) species. 

(6) animals. 

(c) people. 

That is something you need 
to_ I 

47. (a) absort ; 

(h) o.xperience I 

(c) learn | 

quickly because getting a species wrong , 

can_ j 

48. (fl) spoil j 

(b) influence • i 

(f) affect j 

the way you work, it can affect i 

your_ I 

49. (a) standing j 

(b) status I 

(c) stature ! 

in office, in extreme cases you can even 
ha\ e your job at_, 

50. (fl) stake ! 


ANSWERS 


1. (c) 'was carrying the cash collection'. 

2. (fl) 'Rarely have 1 met a politician'. 

3. (c) 'than the hall rcsounded'r 

4. (d) 'for the last three days'. 

5. (b) 'in India falls far short'. 

6. (d) 'live together'. 

7. (c) No error. 

8. (fl) 'Education has produced'. 

9. (c) ‘exciting and inspiring periods'. 

10. (if) 'expected of them in such matters'. 


11. (d) 

12. 

(a) 

13. 

(c) 

14. (b) 

15. 

ic) 

16. 

iO 

17. (b) 

18. 

(«) 

19. 

id) 

20. id) 

21. 

(fl) 

22. 

id) 

2.3. (c) 

24. 

(/•) 

25. 

id) 

26. (fl) 

27. 

ib) 

28. 

(d) 

29. (c) 

30. 

(c) 

31. 

id) 

32. (d) 

33. 

(fl) 

.34. 

ib) 

35. (c) 

36. 

{b) 

37. 

(fl) 

38. (c) 

39. 

id) 

40. 

id) 

41. (c) 

42. 

(fl) 

43. 

(c) 

44. (6) 

45. 

(b) 

46. 

ib) 

47. (c) 

48. 

(c) 

49. 

(fl) 


30. (a) 
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Vit m grateful to Sarvshri Alok Kumr Sarkar, Ram Prosad Das, 
and Anupam Sahu for sending these questions set in recently held 
competitive examinations. 

1. The Constitution of India was passed by the Constituent 
Assembly on: 

(e) 17th October, 1949 
(jb) 14th November, 1949 

(c) 26ti\ November, 1949 

(d) 26th January, 19M 

2. Under the Constitution of India, if a person is chosen a 
member of both Parliament and of a House of a Legislature of a 
State, he: 

(a) can continue as a member of both the Houses 

(b) has to vacate his seat in the Parliament 

(c) has to vacate his seat in the State Legislature 

(d) has to vacate his seat in any one of the two Houses 

3. An ordinance issued by the President ceases to operate 
at the expiry of: 

(a) six weeks from the date of its issue 

(b) sfac weeks from the re-assembly of the Parliament | 

(c) six months from the date of its issue 

(d) six months from dte re-assembly of the Parliament 

4. Who was the first Gov€rno^General of India? 

(a) Robert Clive 

(b) Warren Hastings 

(c) LordComwaUis 

(d) Lord William Bentinck 

5. Fundamental Rights of the Indian Constitution have been 
taken from the Constitution of: 

(a) Russia (b) U5.A. 

(c) England (<0 Japan 

[ 6. The present LokSabha is: 

' (a) Ninth LokSabha (b) Tenth LokSabha 

(c) Eleventh Lok Sabha (d) IWelfth Lok Sabha 

7. Acc(»ding to the 1991 census of India, the most densely 
populated State in India is: 

(a) lAfest Bengal (b) Kerala 

(c) Uttar Fcad^ (d) Bihar 

8. According to die latest census" report die highest IHetacy 
rate in India is in the State of: 

(a) Uttar Pradesh (b) Madhya Prade^ 

(c) Maharuhtra (d) Kerala 

9. Immediately before taking over as the Prime Minister; 
^ Atal Bdiari Bajpayee was die: 

(ij^eaker of ^LokSabha 
(f) C^inihant^ die Sajya Sabha 
Uif^of0ieP{q)OBiiianfParty 


10. The President India has discretionary power: 

(a) in withholding assent to a bill 

(b) in the proclamation of emergency 

(c) in the appointmait of cabinet ministers 

(d) in the appointment of Prime Minister 

11. Who among the following won die Rajiv GancUii Khel 
Ratna award for the year 1997-98? 

(d) VbwanadianAnand (b) LeanderPaes 

(c) Saurav Ganguly (d) Sachin Tendulkar 

12. Which Indian king transform^ Buddhism into a world 
religion? 

(d) Bimbisara (b) Prasenjita 

(c) Ashoka (d) Kanishkal 

13. Bhimsen Joshi is a noted: 

(a) \^olin Player (b) ffitarist 

(c) Tabla Player (d) \facalist 

14. Who was die last of the Jain llrthankaras? 

(d) Adinadi (b) Mahavira 

(c) Paraswanadi (d) Bhadrabahu 

15. Which of the following States in India produces the larg¬ 
est quantity of Jute? 

(a) Assam (b) Wsst Bengal 

(c) Bihar (d) Orissa 

16. Who was the author of Arthasastra? 

(a) Panitu (b) Kautilya 

(c) Sukracharya (d) Jibaka 

17.. The first battie of Panipat was fought in: 

(a) 1498 (b) 1530 (c) 1526 (d) 1556 

18. Who was the First President of Indian National Congress? 

(a) Dadabhai Naoipji (b) W.C. Bormerji 

(c) Surendranath Banerjee (d) Feroze Shah Mehta 

19. Who destroyed the famous temple of Somnath? 

(a) Mohammad Ghori 

(b) Sultan Mahmud 
(cj QutubuddinAibak 

(d) Mohammad bin Kashim 

20. InwhichbattleRanaPratapKn^wasdefeatedbyAkbar? 
(d) Battle of Khanua 

(b) Batde of Haldighat 

(c) Battle of Kanauj 

(d) Battie of Surajgarh 

21. The name of the'bst Delhi Mtan b: 

(a) Khi^lQian (b) Mubarak Shah 

(c) Ibrahim Lodi ^d) Sikandar Lodi 

22. The name of leader called Loknumya*is: 

(a) SfiAutovindo 

(b) BalGangadharlHak 

(c) Chittaranjan Das 
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(fl) 1700 (b) 1712 (c) 1707 (d) 1748 

37. When did the Cabinet Mission come to India? 

(a) 1942 (b) 1943 (c) 1946 (d) 1944 


(d) None of them 

23. Tlic Farakka Barrage distributes water between: 

(a) India and Bangladesh 

(b) Punjab .ind Pakistan 

(c) Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu 
{</) Assam and Wlest Bengal 

24. Raniganj in West Bengal is noted for its good quality of: 

(a) woollen garments (b) manganese deposits 

(c) copper deposits (d) coal deposits 

25. The headquarters of SAAKC is at: 

(a) Kathmandu (b) New Delhi 

(c) Dhaka (if) Islamabad 

26. 'Chauri Chaura' incident was associated with which 
Gandhian movement? 

(fl) Quit India Movement 

(b) Non-Cooperation Movement 

(c) Civil Disobedience Movement 

(d) Kowlatt Agitation 

27. Who formulated the Doctrine of Lapse? 

(fl) Lord Hastings (b) Lord Dalhousie 

(c) Lord Wellesley (d) LordMinto 

28. According to the latest census report, the lowest literacy 
rate in India is in the State of: 

(fi) Uttar Pradesh (b) Madiiya Pradesh 

(c) Biliar (il) Kerala 

29. Who appoints the Attorney Cieneral of India? 

(a) Chief Justice of India 

(b) Union Law Minister 

(c) Prime Minister (d) President 

30. Who among the following is the President of Indian 
Hockey Federation? 

(a) Zafar Iqbal (b) Gufran-c-Azam 

(c) K.P.S.Gill (d) SureshKalamadi 

31. The trageiiy of jallianwala Bagh occurred in the year: 

(rt) 1927 (b) 1920 (c) 1919 (d) 1930 

32. The Second Five-Year Plan of India emphasised the de¬ 
velopment of: 

(a) cotton textile induslri 

(b) heavy and basic industry 

(c) consumer goods industry 

(d) food products industry 

33. Immediately before taking over as the Prime Minister, 
Mr I.K. Gujral wa.s the: 

(a) Home Minister 

(b) External Affairs Minister 

(c) Agricultural Minister 

(d) Information & Broadcasting Minister 

34. Which of the following Indians has the fastest timing for 
an under-13 to cross the English Chanpel? 

(a) R. Kutraleeswaran (b) Rupali Ramdas Ropal 

(c) Rihew Mehta (d) UdayShenoy 

35. Where did Gautam Buddha first preach his sermon? 

(rt) Rajagriha (b) Saranath 

(c) Bodhgaya (d) Sravasti 

36. Aurangzeb died in the year: 


38. In the 1991 census West Bengal reached in population 
size among the State of India: 

(fl) 10th (b) 1st (c) 4th (d) 16th 

39. The first State in India to have 'Palace on Wheels' is: 

(a) Karnataka (b) Haryana 

(c) Rajasthan (d) Maharashtra 

40. How many limes has Brazil won the World Cup Football 
Championsliip? 

(a) Once (b) Twice 

(c) Four times (d) Five times 

41. Who was given Sahitya Academy Puraskar for his works 
on Swami Vivekananda? 

(a) TarasankarBandyopadhyay 

(b) Annada Sankar Roy 

(f) Achintya Kumar Sengupta 

(d) Sankari Prosad Basu 

42. Find the odd name in the list below: 

(n) Kabir (b) Nanak 

(c) AmirKliusrau (d) Tulsidas 

43. The name of the Commission set up for enquiry into the 
communal riots in Mumbai is: 

(ft) Simon Commission 

(b) Sarkarm Commission 

(c) Srikrishna Commission 

(d) Jain Commission 

44. What is the language of the Asokan edicts? 

(a) Sanskrit (b) Prakrit 

(c) Aramaic (d) Persian 

45. Who was the architect of Permanent Settlement? 

(a) Warren Hastings (b) Cornwallis 

(c) James Grant (d) Sir John Shore 

46. India lies to the_^of the International Date Line, 

(a) East (b) West 

(c) North (d) South 

47. Cultivation of High Yielding Variety wheat in India was 
first introduced in: 

(a) Madhya Pradesh (b) Himachal Pradesh 

(c) Maharashtra (d) Punjab 

48. FIPB stands for: 

(a) Foreign Investment Promotion Board 

(b) Federation of Indian Press Bureau 

(c) Free India People's Bureau 

(d) Forum of Indian Progressive Businessmen 

49. What was the title of famous playback singer: Kishore 

Kumar? ' ' 

(a) Chatterjee (b) Ban^ec 

(c) Ganguly (</) Muimer|ce 

50. Who intr^uced 'Kabuliyat' and 'Patta'? 

(a) Alauddin Khilji (b) FerujTughluq 

(c) Atoaf SherShah 

51. Which one of the following is not an Ii^ian Gallantry 
Award? 
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76. The name of the Chinese traveUer who visited India diu'* 
ing the reign of Harshavardhan: 

(a) Fa-hien (b) HiuenTsang 

(c) Lam'a Taranath (<f) I-tsing 

77. Which one of the following is not a prize for excellence 
in games and sports? 

(a) Arjuna Award 

(b) DronacharyaPuraskar 

(c) Rajiv Khclratna 

(d) Pulitzer Prize 

78. Who introduced English education in India? 

(a) RammohanRoy 

(b) Lord William Bentinck 

(c) Rev. W. Carey 
(rf) Lord Macaulay 

79. The river Ganges enters the sea through: 

(a) an estuary (b) aria coast 

(c) a Qord (d) a delta 

80. The six official languages of the UN are Russian, Chi¬ 
nese, English, French, Spanish and 

(a) Hindi (b) Urdu 

(c) Arabic (d) Japanese 

81. The President of the Constituent Assembly of India was: 

(a) Jawaharial Nehru (b) Rajendra Prasad 

(c) kR.Ambedkar (d) SaMarVallabhbhai Patel 

82. The xm Asian Games were held in Dec '98 at: 


(a) Bangkok 
(c) Jakarta 


(b) Delhi 
(d) Beijing 


83. Who is known as "Birbal" in Bengali literature? 


(a) Tarasankar (b) Sarat Chandra 

(c) Pramatha Chowdhury (d) AshutoshMukherjee 

84. Barometer is used for measuring: 

(a) temperature (b) eneigy 

(c) pressure (d) humidity 

85. Temporary hardness of water is due to: 

(a) Calcium bicarbonate and Magnesium bicarboitate 

(b) Calcium carbonate and Magnesium carbonate 

(c) Calcium silicate and Magnesium silicate 

(d) Calcium sulphate and Magnesium sulphate 

86. Cancer is cau^ by: 

(a) bacteria (b) fungus 

(c) virus (d) protozoa 

87. The kingdom described by Kalhan in Rajatarangini is: 

(<i) Magadh (b) Koshal 

(c) Kashmir (d) Gandhju 

88. WherewasthefirstsessionofhidianNationalCongtesshdd? 

(a) Calcutta (b) Banares 

(c) Bombay (d) Madras 

89. Jute cultivation in India requries_climate. 

{«) hot dry (b) hot wet 

(c) cold (d) cold wet 

90. Munshi Premchand is a famous writer in literature in: 

(a) Hindi (b) Urdu 

(c) Ikmii (<0 Bengali 

91. Which of the following games is not inctuded in the 
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C^ympic Games? 

(a) Ardhery (b) Cricket 

(c) Cycling (d) Skiing 

92. River Cauvery drains^into dte; 


(a) Arabian Sea . . ' (b) Indian Ocean 

(c) BayofBotgal ' (4 Me^tenraiieanSea 

93. Cotton is grown on o f Wbteiiilndiai » 

(a) red soil (b) fd!|#iBl.ik>il ' ' 

(c) regursdii (d) latWitesoil, 

94. Lajja is a novel written by: ' * 

(a) AshapumaDevi (b) BimalMitra 

(c) Suchitra Bhattacharyya (lO Ibslima Nasrin 

95. The weight of a body, if it is taken from the earth to the 
moon, is: 

(a) l/6thof^^at on the earth 

(b) equal to that on the earth 

(c) half of that on the earth 

(d) double of that on the earth 

96. Where did the Revolt of 1857 break out first? 

(a) Delhi (b) Meerut 

(c) Barrackpore (d) Jhansi 

97. Minimum distance between the perceiver and reflector 
for hearing echo is: 

(a) 112 ft (b) 100 ft (c)84ft (d) 50 ft 

98. Whohas taken the highest number of wickets in one-day 
international cricket? 

(a) WisimAkram (b) Kapil Dev 

(c) Shane Wame (d) Muralidharan 

99. TheEi^thScheduleoftheConstitutionoflndiaconsistsof: 

(a) Legislation relating to Law reforms 

(b) Anti-defection Act 

(c) A list of National language 

(d) Directive Principles (rf State Policy 

100. World Envirorunent Day is: 

(a) 11th July (b) 3rd October 

(c) 24th September . (d) Sihjune 

_ ANSWERS _ 

1. (c) 2. (d) 3. (A) 4. (b) 5. (b) 6. (d) 

7. (A) 8. (d) 9. (c) 10. (a) 11. (d) 12. (c) 

13. (d) 14. (b) 15. (b) 16. (b) 17. (c) 18. (b) 

19. (b) 20. (b) 21. (c) 21 (b) 23. (a) 24. (d) 

25. (a) 26. (c) 27. (b) 28. (c) 29. (d) 30. (e) . 

31. (c) 32. (b) 33. (b) 34. (d) 35. (b) 36. (cj 

37. (c) 38. (c) 39, (c) 40. (e) 41. (a) 41M ; 

43. (c), 44. (b) 45. (b) 46. (a) 47. (d) 4&' (a) 

49. (c) SO. (d) 51. (c) 52. (b) 53. (a) 54. (f^ . 

55. (b) 56. (b) 57. (c) 58. (c) 59. (c) *60. (s) 

79. (d) 

80. (c) (IheworldngkngtageecftheUNgreEagMnudf/i^etUy) 

81. (b) 82. (A) 83, (c) 84. W 85.(d) f. W 

87. (c) 88. (c) 89. (b) 90. (ft) % 

93; (c) (biaek cotton soil) 94.' ^ M-' 

97. (a) 98. (A) 99. (c) lOO. ^ • • 
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encouWgW' ife); hiirai^ ’j';; t2; ililniy«- (a) miMtoii' 
honoured,(rf)jin^l^^^.'.-; ^f,.; .tJf) passion (c) letter {d) slogan. 

3^ j:itftV(a)'foi^|»dt^; < 3l naive: (a) unworldly (&} 
(c) refoimer-fd) is^.’’'^- ■; unwise (c) unw^l'fd) unknown. 

4. Jlodgy: .(^)‘V;)ivei 3 ir*T;‘ 14. oodles: 

(&) Idyelytc),angiy , , somet^ng (ii) lbti_«8ome^'^ 

tc) pjjnty Of OpjpOrtunl^'W)^. 
(kj adinSMit5^"(c) 'h^p3i^^^:''i 
confesrt?^.';. ,': j' i-f-;'-' .'JS. peccadillo:(a)linnecesV 






ANiwim 

1. ^nkaica 9) ai^ioyt, 

appneiaia. 

-^Unfortunately Mo** of 
the good and gieat.thif^ about 
India and Indians are lyqiteidad 
hy us only nftet^ they arc 
»Ppn>M 0 i In tbB,vem. » 

2 , hltltiiiicfadt (b) 

harassed. 


—The beleaguered Chief 
Minister was left with no choke 
but to accede to the demands of 
dw empbyees. 

3. cletr (a) fool, stupid 
person. 

—T^f %i^ding stage 
actress ended up manying a cki 
and finiahed her acting cueef.. 
‘itbsi^^ttinhing. 

—He fi a dodgy bloke 


(man)—1 wouldn't trust him an 
inch. 

5. embargo: (c) restriction, 
restraint. 

—India's insistence on the 
lifting of embargo on transfer of 
critical technology by the U.S. 
for her civil nuclear programme 
is entirely justified. 

& frippery: (f) unnecessary 
additions. 

—The last chapter in the 
book was ail frippery. 

7. gobble>dy-gook: (fl) 
pompous language, jargon. 

—In order to enjoy history 
without its persisting with 
propagandist thrust, we must 
discard its ftishionablegohhk-dy- 
gook now. 

8. headway: (d) progress, 
advance. 

—Pdice investigations into 
the day*light bank robbery have 
made no signifkant headrmty so 
for. 

9. impinge; (c) e^t. 

—The book deals wiUi the 

historical, religious and social 
aspects impinging on Dalit 
society. 

10. Imuckle-hcad: ( 0 ) stu¬ 
pid person. 

—They are a bunch of 
knudde-headi, nothing more. 

11. luddite: (b) person 
opposed to change. 

—Despite opposition from 
luddite trade unions, the 
unshakling of the insurance 
business it a necessity. 

12. Bslaaivc: (a) letter 
(official}. 


—The Minister's late night 
missives to the party leader cost 
him his ministerial post. 

13. naive: (a) unworldly, 
simple, credulous. 

—He is too naive to see 
through your tricks. 

14. oodles; (b) lots of 
something. 

—In today's wwld anyone 
with oodles of money can spoil 
the political career of his 
opponent. 

15. peccadillo: (c) un¬ 
important sin or offence. 

—The book is partly 
autobiographical and partly a 
description of the peccaditioes of 
film stars and their hangers-on. 

16. rhetoric; (d) insincere 
language. 

—During elections, the 
empty rhetoric of politicians 
crosses all limits. 

17. skivvy: (d) servant 
doing unpleasant work. 

—He is no better Utan (i.e. 
he is treated likej a skiwy in this 
house. 

18. titivate: (d) improve 
(small details). 

—Before they arrived, she 
litivaled the drawing room. 

19. uptake; ( 0 ) to under¬ 
stand. 

—The new director is 
certainty articulate and quid: on 
the uptake. 

20. vitroillc: (b) hostile, 
bitter. 

—We strongly deplore the 
vitroilie nature of his remarks in 
the meeting. 
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QuesUons on SogM and 
Econondc ProHems 


Q. Infrastructure, though said to be 
of great importance in our country, suf¬ 
fers from serious shortcomings. Eluci¬ 
date upon these and give a few 
remedies for improving the state of in¬ 
frastructure. 

Ans. In the five decades since inde¬ 
pendence, large resources have been de¬ 
voted to the development of the 
infrastructure sector. Huge investments 
have been made in this sector; for example, 
to provide transport services of various 
types (railways, road tiansport, shipping 
etc). 

However, infrastructure in India suf¬ 
fers from serious shortcomings. The most 
important \\ eakm ss is its smallness com¬ 
pared to its needs, particularly in the field 
of transport and power. The short supply 
of transport facilities has impeded growth 
in many ways. Industries connected with 
them (cement, coal, steel, etc) quite often 
suffer. There is also a large gap in the 
communications infrastructure. The gap 
is perhaps still growing. 

In the case of inland waterways, a lot 
renuuns to be done. lilatricitv generation 
capacity is far less than needed. There are 
huge technological gaps in adaption of the 
latest techniques of advanced countries or 
fostering indigenous technologies. 

Besides these problems, another short¬ 
coming is that existing infrastructure is both 
under-utilized and improperly used. Some¬ 
times there is an inadequate demand due 
to failures in other sectors, or there is a lack 
of proper coordination in the other sectors 
in respect of their demands. This results in 
idle capacity. 

In view of the above mentioned short¬ 
comings, some remedies suggested over a 
period of time arc: 

(1) Increasing investments:This is the 
first and foremost solution. A study of the 
World Bank has shown that in a number of 
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countries, it has been found that a one per 
cent rise in infrastructure goes with a one 
per cent increase in the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP). The growth rate could be 
higher in a country like India where short¬ 
ages of infrastructure in several fields like 
power, ports, irrigation etc are breaking the 
expansion of many activities across the 
economy. 

In providing for infrastructure, the 
public sector will have to be the major 
contributor because of large and lumpi¬ 
ness of capital investment, long gesta¬ 
tion periods, externalities, high risks and 
low rates of return. However, it is not 
important for the government to have 
monopoly in this sector. But given the 
technological innovations, want of time 
availability of funds, need for proper 
evaluation of projects and the past time 
and cost over-runs of government 
projects, it has been suggested that the 
private sector be included in the imple¬ 
mentation of projects. 

(2) Improving performance: It is es¬ 
sential tliat infrastructure delivers the ser¬ 
vices in the most efficient way, so that the 
costs of growth of the economy are the least 
possible and the benefits flowing from it, 
the best possible. Therefore, this requires 
that the technologies used to build the in¬ 
frastructure are the most advanced. Stock 
of infrastructure should be well-maintained 
and thenccessary repairs and replacements 
made when needed. 

The allocations of investments in the 
different sectors of infrastructure should be 
in right proportions. These should be tai¬ 
lored to the demands of the present and 
that of the future. Also, it becomes essen¬ 
tial that these allocations change with the 
changing patterns of demand for their ser¬ 
vices. ' 

Infrastructure, to perform ^ciottly 
should work like a business not a bureau¬ 


cracy. In other words, it should run as a 
service industry that responds to users' 
demands. Costs involved in its construc¬ 
tion and maintenance and the prices at 
which its services are offered should be 
based on market considerations. Also, the 
organisational set up for the public sector 
units should be such as allows autonomy 
to them to function„on the basis of com¬ 
mercial principles. For the private enter¬ 
prises, competition should underlie their 
functioning. 

j 

j Q. What are some of the factors that 
have caused unsatisfactory growth in 
India's agriculture? 

Ans. The growth rate of agricultural 
production in India has been slow and 
unsteady over the years. Coupled with a 
high output-cost of agriculture, the un¬ 
even and inequitable agricultural growth 
has marred the agricultural scene. Each 
advance made has been so insignificant 
that the negative features have become 
very glaring. Growth rate of output has 
been low, unsteady and unevenly distrib¬ 
uted as among crops, regions and classes. 

The main causes of unsatisfactory 
growth have been: 

(A) Dominance of traditional agri¬ 
culture: One of the main factors is the pre¬ 
dominance of traditional agriculture. There 
are vast areas wluch ^ conditioned by 
the old pattern of water supply, namely, 
uncertain rains and the use of old agricul¬ 
tural inputs and old agricultural practices. 
Improvements could have taken place 
within the existing resoffires but didn't. 
Rapidly rising population has, over the 
years, reduced the size of land imder cul¬ 
tivation in foe case of already small-sized 
land. 

OB) Inadequate spread of modem 
agriculture: Another in^ortant factor is foe 
inadequate.spread of modem agriculture^ 




There has been very slow expansion in the 
modem inputs emanating from research 
laboratories. There is also a big shortcom¬ 
ing in the modernization of canal systems, 
provision of draining and water manage¬ 
ment, etc. The energy base of agriculture is 
far from fully modernised. Also, there are 
weaknesses in respect of agricultural prac¬ 
tices. 

(C) Grossly inadequate develop¬ 
ment of potential; There has been very 
little development of the potential of vast 
areas of many crops and of many small 
farmers. This has been due to the inequi¬ 
table growth in the past. While the de¬ 
veloped regions constitute a small 
proportion (15 per cent) of the total cul¬ 
tivated land, a large proportion has gone 
by default. In certain undeveloped east¬ 
ern regions production suffers from stag¬ 
nating growth and low productivity 
levels. Imbalances in the growth of dif¬ 
ferent crops are largely associated with 
regional imbalances. Imbalances result in 
the slow growth of agricultural output. 

It has also raised the costs of agricultural 
operation through the non/little use of 
cheap labour. Because of unequal spread 
of production-increase, region wise, the 
costs/prices of agricultural products 
have gone up. 

(D) Low productivity of land: As a 
consequence of the predominance of tra¬ 
ditional agriculture the yield from land 
has remained low. Although there have 
been some improvements in certain re¬ 
gions like Punjab, Haryana and Western 
UP, and in certain crops like wheat, these 
amount to very little in the Indian con¬ 
text. 

(E) Unfavourable environment: One 
of tlie most imporhint causes is the gross 
inadequacy of favourable environment for 
agricultural growth. There are big gaps in 
the three major elements of the environ¬ 
ment, First, infrastructure like irrigation, 
rural electrification, roads and markets, 
storage, extension services etc is lacking. 
Second, there is dearth of institutional se^ \ 
vices in respect of the provision of credit i 
and material inputs like seeds etc. Third,':; 
agrarian relations are grossly unjust. In 
quite a number of States even legislation 
pertaining to land refonns has not been 
undertaken. 


Q. In the changitig social scenario 
where women are becoming more and 
more careei>conscious and ambitious, 
there is still a section of society that 
opposes increasing employment of 
women saying that it is an unhealthy 
trend. Do you agree? Give reasons. 

Ans. For many years, there has been a 
deep-rooted prejudice in India against women 
taking up employment and hvoming corning 
members of the family. The concept of women 
expounded in Manusmriti, that a looman has 
to be all her life under the domination and 
control of her father, her husband or her son, 
ms given a practical shape almost through¬ 
out the country. Although slavery and do¬ 
mestic drudgery hai'c been her lot, during the 
past tuKi or three decades the entire outlook 
has changed. There has been a notable im¬ 
provement in immcn’s status. More and more 
women are entering professions—rather, more 
and more women arc established in profes¬ 
sions now. Is this trend an unhealthy one? 
Following are some arguments related to this 
question. 

Aiguments Against 

1. This trend is certainly not an un¬ 
healthy one. It is something to be thankful 
for, that women are no longer oppressed 
and are liberated. Also, that they enjoy 
equal status with men. 

2. In the context of stark poverty that 
is noticeable in most parts of the coun¬ 
try, it is desirable that women should 
supplement the family income. With the 
cost of living and of feeding and educat¬ 
ing children becoming high, an average 
employee finds it difficult to manage 
wi^ his limited salary. Educated women 
particularly can do a lot for the family 
by taking up part-time or whole-time 
service. 

3. It is true that the Indian tradition 
was to cohfine the women to the home 
and make her look only after her domes¬ 
tic responsibilities, to exclusion of every¬ 
thing else. But in changed times, such 
obsolete traditions have.no place. Wc no 
longer live in ancient times, but in the 
20th century where wc need to modify 
our psychological approach towards 
women. 

4. Work is life and happiness. Witi\ 
smaller families which are now the order 
of tlieday, women have more leisure. Why 


should they not use it fruitfully mstead of 
sitting idle at home and wasting lime in 
gossip? 

5. Tliere are certain professions which 
are especially suited to women such as 
those of doctors, nurses and teachers. If 
women can enter these professions, they 
can also enter qthers where they can do 
useful work. 

Arguments for 

1. The trend of women increasingly 
going towards careers is an unhealthy one; 
women as a rule are not suitable for adopt¬ 
ing men's pursuits, which do not fit their 
physique. Women, especially married 
women, have enough scope for work at 
home, attending to their duties and heavy 
responsibilities which they alone can dis- 
rhatge. 

2. The absence of women from home 
leads to total neglect of children and the 
famil)’. There is a rise in juvenile delin¬ 
quency-caused largely by the absence of 
mothers from liome. 

.3. Domestic unhappiness is at times 
the result of married women remaining 
in ofticcs throughout the day, feeling the 
strain of office and of domestic work later 
Ubmen, then become fatigued, worn out, 
nc/\'ous and highly irritable. After all, 
family life is a more enduring basis of 
prosperity and happiness. Women em¬ 
ployees get no time for .healthy activity, 
rest and relaxation. This is bound to af¬ 
fect their health. 

4. The argument tliat the idle hours of 
women at home arc a national waste, loses 
its validity when it is borne in mind that 
even by staying at home, apart from en^ 
suring good care of the children and main¬ 
taining the household, they can engage 
themselves in gainful work—spinning, 
weaving, embroidery, stitching and art 
work which can bring some income if the 
women are so inclined. 

5. Social distortions get created when 
increasing competition among men and 
women in the employment market results 
in denial of jobs to qualified men. This is 
one of the main causes of the growing 
unemployment. 

Q. Our country goes through 
phases of downward swings when 
communal problems show their head 
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ttp and disturb normal life. What do 
you think the government can do to 
promote secularism? 

Ans. Along with well-planned eco¬ 
nomic policies and a stable political sce¬ 
nario, tiiere is the urgent need to promote 
secularism in the country. There are certain 
very important steps that a government can 
lake in order to enhance the spread of secu¬ 
larism. These are; 

[a) The government should evolve a 
code banning the use of religious appeal, 
especially religious prejudice, in election 
campaigns. Secularism has been declared 
to be part of the basic structure of the 
Constitution. This logic correctly separates 
politics from religion and refuses to privi¬ 
lege a particular religion or religious iden¬ 
tity as more or less nationalistic or 
"Indian". 

{b) A number of committees, includ¬ 
ing the National Steering Committee on 
Evaluation of Textbooks headed by Bipin 
Chandra, have made recommendations on 
removing communal biases from school 
textbooks and imparting secular educa¬ 
tion. Several such reports pertaining to 
eight States have already been submitted 
to fhe Human Resource Development 
Ministry, with specific suggestions about 
reform. Immediate action on these reports 
is necessary. 

(c) Many people have suggested that 
in the context of the present situation, it is 
perhaps very important to solve issues like 
the Ayodhya problem. There is a need for 
&e government to show statesman^p and 
attempt to solve the problem in the 
cleanest, most open and transparent man¬ 
ner possible. 

Honest solutions should be found to 
problems like the Kashmir problem. A se¬ 
ries of documents can be prepared on the 
Kashmir issue for wide dissemination and 
discussion. 

For any country to progress smoothly, 
it is important for people to work in har¬ 
mony with each other. Secularism is a feel¬ 
ing that develops gradually but it is not 
that the government cannot take any steps 
to Inculcate this feeling. The government 
by punishing communal factors and en¬ 
couraging secular forces, develop a har¬ 
monious feeling in people. If we are going 
to spend time squabbling over such is- 
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sues we cannot move on the path of de¬ 
velopment. 

Q. Economic growth demands, 
among other things, a well-educated, 
healthy work force. What could be some 
.of the steps that can be taken to build a 
better work force. 

Ans. India, with its large population 
base, has a strong foundation to build 
upon. Although Central planning has 
helped to achieve access to basic educa¬ 
tion and health care, these need to be 
made adjustable to the ever-changing 
demands of freely competitive markets. 
Reform of education is needed to give 
workers more transferable, marketable 
skills and to develop informed citizens, 
capable of participating actively in civil 
society. It is also essential to reform the 
health care system to raise life expectancy 
and to reduce the burden of disease and 
injury, contributing both to-productivity 
and the quality of life. Thus, the idea is to 
reshape health care and education to meet 
the demands of a new economic society 
without throwing away the achievements 
of the old. 

Education; Reforms for this particu¬ 
lar sphere have been indicated in various 
editions of the World Development Re¬ 
port also. It is felt that reforms are essen¬ 
tial in three principal areas; finance, 
content and di^very. Financing of educa¬ 
tion has to be such that it provides incen¬ 
tives for efficiency. Public funds can be 
allocated for training and higher educa¬ 
tion on the basis for enrolment, to make 
the system more responsive to demand. 

Reform of content implies setting up 
new curricula, especially in subjects like 
economics and history. This is important 
to produce a more critical type of learn¬ 
ing and to adjust schooling to changing 
n^s and values. For this, new texfoooks 
are needed, and'iencouragement of a com¬ 
petitive publishing industry. More than 
just the content, it is iiiq^ortant to raise 
the accountability of educators. This in¬ 
volves training new teachers and retrain¬ 
ing existing ones. Performance incentives 
for teachers and local administrators have 
to be strengthened. 

Delivery improvement involves de¬ 
centralization to make education more re¬ 


sponsive to local needs and diversification 
of supply to promote competition and thus 
efficiency. 

Health Care; In almost all countries, 
health care consumes a significant share 
of resources. Therefore, the issue of ac¬ 
cess to quality care is of great ii^ortance. 
Health care policy mainly involves equi¬ 
table access to health care, producing the 
quantity, quality and mix of health inter¬ 
ventions (including preventive care and 
health education) that bring improve¬ 
ments in health. 

Causes of health outcomes are not lim¬ 
ited to the health sector only. People are 
influenced by income, lifestyle, environ¬ 
mental pollution, occupational risks and 
quality of health care. Of these, income and 
lifestyle are the mosf important. Lifestyle 
choices are the key to improving health. 
Policies to reduce risk factors include taxa¬ 
tion to discourage consumption of alcohol, 
tobacco and unhealthy foods, removal of 
food subsidies that distort food prices in 
favour of unhealtiiy diets and legislation 
on alcohol, tobacco advertising and food 
labelling. 

Policy-makers need to devise a strat¬ 
egy to allow tile health sector to grow in a 
controlled way, both to prevent an explo¬ 
sion in health spending and to ease efforts 
to adjust the overall mix of medical activi¬ 
ties towards preventive and basic health 
care. 

Health finance is another important 
factor in health care. It is important to 
ensure that means used to finance health 
care do not clash with tiie means of deliv¬ 
ery. Three different points need to be given 
importance. First, access and cost contain¬ 
ment have to be assisted by a substantial 
reliance on public rather than private 
funding. Second, health services can be 
delivered effectively by private providers 
for profit, by private non-profit provider 
(often NGOs) by the public sccton or by a 
combination of these. Thicd, different ap¬ 
proaches to funding and different types 
of delivery should not be mixed indis- 
oiminately. In tiie healtii sector; policy¬ 
making ne^ to focus oh betterid^tiim 
of resources: expenditure should be 
shifted kom specialized services towards 
preventive ^ and encouraging healfhy 
lifestyles. 
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sputtered to a slowdown, 
where earning is severely 
restricted but taxes are high. 

Dilapidated roads have 
led to more costs incurred by 
transporters in repairs and 
maintenance, to speak noth¬ 
ing of accidents, which are 
added to the customet^s bur¬ 
den. At long last, the. govern¬ 
ment has decided to do some¬ 
thing and plans to build a 
"golden quadrilateral" to con¬ 
nect New Delhi, Calcutta, 
Mumbai and Chennai, at an 
estimated cost of Rs 50,000 
CTore. A four-laned East-West 
corridor from Porbandar to 
Silchar and a North-South 
corridor from Jammu to 
Kanyakunrari is also planned. 
If the project does take off, it 
would be the first major initia¬ 
tive by the government to do 
something big about the 
transport infrastrucure in the 
countrj'. 

Multiplier effect 

T he auto industry has a 
multiplier effect in the 
economy, as related 
sen'ices are also 
required. In India, along with 
the swanky cars have come 
the culture of having the 
dream car financed. A host of 
banks and non-banking 
financial companies offer 
schemes that makes the buy¬ 
ing of a vehicle very easy 
indeed. The auto industry 
thus generates employment 
across the economy through 
services, repairs, ancillaries 
and component suppliers. 
That is w'hy it is so important 
to the economy. 

The Swedish company, 
Volvo, has set up a Rs 300 
crore plant in Hoskote, near 
Bangalore. It promises to pro¬ 
vide a comprehensive service 
contract, through whidr dw 
company is responsible for 
the vehicle's maintenance. It 


keeps a spare truck in its ser¬ 
vice stations so that it can be 
sent as a replacement if there 
is an accident, minimising 
losses to tlw customer. It also 
plans to provide insurance 
directly and handle claims 
itself. ' 

Lending the multiplier 
effect is also the auto ancillar¬ 
ies. Thousands of .small and 
medium scale units have been 
set up in the country to pro¬ 
vide parts that the car compa¬ 
nies do not want to make 
themselves. Car seats, mir¬ 
rors, electrical parts and die 
like are supplied by ancillary 
industries.- This has given a 
push to employment and the 
economy in a way that no 
government scheme could do. 
The spares market has also 
led to many small units pro¬ 
viding parts for the replace¬ 
ment market arising out of 
wear and tear. Millions of 
mechanics make a living by ; 

repairs and services to I 

motorists. The auto industry 
is thus one of the most impor¬ 
tant in the economy. India has 
already lost an opportunity to 
build up the economy because 
of ideas of socialism. It is time 
that the country had a 
"hands-off" approach 
towards the traasportation 
sector, which holds the key 
for further economic growth. 

True, expaasion of road 
transport also means more 
problems of pollution and 
congestion. Many countries 
are contemplating road pric¬ 
ing to discourage people ^m 
asing cars and this idea may 
well gain curreqi;:y in the near 
future. Singapore has tried 
this so that motorists pay the 
social costs associated with 
driving. While the country 
builds expressways, it made it 
more expensive to enter dw 
cereal area during rush hour 

and also increased dte charge 
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IMPROVEMENT/ 

SPEAKING COURSE 


AS 


Ra.2370/- 


(Prelltns) 
General Studies 
(Hindi) 


! 1. •MtAm 

12. ttnHPO ftsiH 
,3. -ylia 

4. vmt sm ilftwn 

5. 5irt 

6. aniujswT 

7. ni'Hi-e WR/sremH 
lOOftftre 

8. enmi jftnjii 


Rs. 300/-1 Total 
Rs. 200/- 
Rs. 200/- 
Rs. 320/- 
Rs. 150/- 
Rs. 150/- 

Rs. 140/- 

Rs. 200/- 


Rs. 1650/- 



N DA/CDS 


LF.S. Exam 

G.K. & ENGLISH ONLY) 


Gsneral Knowlsdge 
G.k. Workbook 
General Science 
Geography 
Indian Hlalory 
Indian Constitution 
Indian Economy 
Gsneral English 
100 M.T.P. on English 
/ Test of Eng. Language 
' Common Errors In Eng. 

• ArgumantativsQuMlIons 
-100 Important Essays 
■Paragraph Wilting 

• Precis Writing 
■ Model LeHara 


Rs. tSO/- 
Rs. 200/- 
Rs. 200/- 
Rs. 200/- 
Rs. 200/- 
RS. 150/- 
Rs. ISO/' 
Rs. 120/' 
Rs. 150/- 
Rs. 150A 
Ra. 100/ 
Ra. 100^ 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 60/- 
Ra. 70/ 



GROUP 

DISCUSSIONS/ 

INTERVIEWS/SSB 


Rs. 2690/- 


INSPECTORS OF 

C.E./I. TAX, 

SI BSF. SI OP/CBI, S.O. (AUDIT) 
EXAM. SSO'IB ASSISTANTS- 
GRADE. HOTEL MGT. ENT EXAM 




£iJmen4m*eforAit 


Ra. 2560/- 


MBBS ENT. 

EXAMS/PMT 


. Rs. 

1. 5000 QueMona on Phyalet 100 

2. SOOOPuaMIdnaonChamlatry 100 

3. 5000 Quakttofta on Botany too 

A 5000 QueatfOna on Zoology 100 
5. QanwalSelanco 200 

5. Ob)aetlveSolanca 100 

2. aOOOOueadonaenSolance lOOj 
5. Otcttonaryi^Selanea 70 




Rs. 1100/ 


1. Students may buy lha completa 
‘Sueeeaa Pack' or any book/booka. 

2 . Pros Books MiordiRa. 200 /-will ba 
aant to thoae atudanls only who buy 
our full 'Sueeeaa Pack' of any eoiiras 
and send the full payment in advance. 
To avail of this offer the students may 
deduct an amount of Rs.200/-from the 
total cost of th* 'Sueesas Pack' as 
given above while tending the amount 
by M.oyBanfc Draft. 

3. Fw free postage, please aand the 
full amount In advance by M.0y8snk 
Draft on the above acMrees.FerV.P.P. 
aend Ra. soo/- by M.O. ae advance. 

4. Write your name, addraaa and the 
nama of the 'Sueeeaa PaclT, eiaarty In 

apKal iatlara or) thaM.O. Coupon or 
ithafi 


ENGLISH CONVERS.ATiON : Rs. 150/-! WORD POWER COURSE : Rs 200/-1 DATA : Rs. 100/- 
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for cars with fewer than four 
people. For many Indian cities 
facing severe traffic problenw, 
perhaps the idea of having to 
pay for roads would decrease 
the p^lem to some extent. 

The Car Industry in 
India 


C ountries around the 
world have used the 
auto industry as an 
engine of economic 
growth. Not India. Our early 
planners grudgingly allowed 
car manufacture in the coun¬ 
try: married to socialist val¬ 
ues, they coasidered cars as 
"luxury products" and 
imposed severe controls on 
the industry. As a result, 
while Japan and South Korea 
raced ahead and developed 
their technology, our country 
still produced the Ambas¬ 
sador which had been 
launched in 1957. It had no 
competition and came to 
symbolise modem India 
itself: too large and unwieldy, 
outdated and largely ineffi¬ 
cient. 

There were two other 
manufacturers, both .selling 
outdated cars: Premier Auto¬ 
mobiles Ltd and Standard 
Motor Products, both of 
which could survive only till 
the market was controlled. 
The sputtering cars of India 
made way to Maruti, which 
came with the backing of 
Suzuki and was an instant 
success. But with ministers 
fighting over its control, the 
company was reduced to 
bickering with its foreign 
partner at a time when com¬ 
petition was hotting up. Suzu¬ 
ki took die matter to the Inter¬ 
national Court of Arbitration 
and die dispute was only sort¬ 
ed out after die BJP govern- ■ 
ment took office. 

In the category of other 
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vehicles is Mahindra and 
Mahindra, which made the 
American jeep. The trucks 
market is dominated by TEL¬ 
CO. The scooter market is 
dominated by Baja). The poli¬ 
cy of the government had 
resulted in a well protected 
market. By 1956, auto manu¬ 
facture was limited to three 
cars, three trucks, one heavy 
truck and one jeep. Each man¬ 
ufacturer operated in near¬ 
monopoly conditions. As a 
result, no improvements were 
undertaken. Outdated models 
and technology continued to 
be sold to the hapless con¬ 
sumer, who had no choia:. 
Besides the harm to the cus¬ 
tomer, the country lost out 
one generation of prosperity, 
since the successful 
economies of the past century 
had been powered by the 
automobile. 

India's approach shows 
how policy makers wrecked 
the industry by their mis¬ 
placed swadcshi approach and 
the foolishness of the bureau¬ 
crats to meddle in areas in 
which they have no experi¬ 
ence in. This can be seen from 
the fact that in 1950, India pro¬ 
duced more cars than Japan, 
but today has to import 
Japanese technology. While 
we continued to impose out¬ 
dated models on customers, 
other countries raced ahead 
and today, we are dependent 
on others. 

The liberalised policy 
resulted in world manufactur¬ 
ers setting up facilities in 
India. Daewoo was one of the 
first to enter the market. Sub¬ 
sequently, other car compa¬ 
nies have established their 
presence in India. Indian 
roads are witnessing a second 
revolution. However, a blun¬ 
der was made by all the com¬ 
panies, and that was estimat¬ 
ing the size of potential cus- 


By the time the bookings trf the Indica 
dosed, more than 1,15,000 people had 
plac^ their bust on Ratan Tata's dream 
car. The bookings exceeded expecta¬ 
tions and showed the people's faith 
in the buly Indian pro^ to hit the 
Indian roads. Wift a break even 
target of 75,000 cars, the Indica 
seems to have passed the market 
test. It also proved that an Indian company could produce a 
wortd-dass car, if it had the freedom to do it. 

The Indica is also a matter of pride for Indians. With its launch, 
the country has joined a seled group of countries which produce 
their own car. True, this is not the first indigenous car ever built, but 
one whidi has been developed almost entirely in India, with indige¬ 
nous technology. This is no doubt a great achievement for the Tata 
Engineering and Locomotive Company (TELCO), which produces 
the Indica. Indian car companies had earlier jijst sold outdated and 
inefficient technology of the past. 

Moving from the rugged trucks to the Indica has been a long 
process for TELCO. It could not do so as long as the pennit license 
raj existed, but started preparing for the day when it would go. The 
preparation for the project started taking shape in 1969. By the time 
the Light Commeyoial Vehicle (LCV) was opened in the 80s, TEL¬ 
CO was able to produce its 407,608 and 709 models, which dom¬ 
inated the market: by cornering two-thirds of the market share 
against such forrnidaUe rivals as Toyota, Mitsubishi and Mazda. 

In 1989, the company produced its Tatamobiie 207 and later, 
the Sierra and Estate. Overcoming initial problems it went on to 
produce the Sumo, which became hugely successful, selling one 
lakh vehicles in 36 months. The infrastructure was added: today 
TELCO has India's only crash testing centre and facilities for test¬ 
ing vibration and noise, an emission monitoring centre and a test 
track. With the skills built up over years, it was ready to produce the 
Indica. The risk-Investment in the car project is Rs 1,700 crore- 
seems to have paid off, if the bookings are any indication. 

The Indica does that remarkably. Designed by an italian com¬ 
pany, IDEA, the 5-door hatchback is bigger than the other small 
cars available. It is available in one petrol and three diesel models. 
Pricewise, the indica is placed between the Maniti and the Zen. 

The key to car marketing is distribution and senrice. TELCO 
has tied up with the Hong Kong car dealership, Concorde, to set up 
distribution outlets in the country. The company also .banks on its 
own outlets, created for the earlier Sierra and Sumo models. 
Whichever way one looks at it. the Inidica is a force to be reckohed 
with in the rapidly changing car market in India. The dream of JRD 
Tata to produce the first truly Indian car, has come true ki a big 
way. 
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in^rove the econon^, gener* 
atingeinfdciyrnenta^ 
infmetnicture ih the process. 
Prime Minieter Atal Behari 
Vajpayee has tfie fbundatiotT ^)ne In B^alore for one 
of the biggest toad pnojects ever undeffoken in tie counby. 
Earlier esfimated at Rs 28,000 oors for a 7,000 km six'iara 
project connecting Jammu to Kanyakurtad and PotbStidar to 
Silchar, it is now a 12,000 km prpl^ whjdt connects the fair 
metros of New Delhi, Chennai, Calcutfo »id Mumberi in a 
‘^iden Quadrilateral, The cost of the project has Increased 
to Rs 50,000 crore. 

A task force had been set up under Jaswant Singh, 
Deputy Chairman of the Ptanning Commission, to modify the 
prr^. It was decided that pri^ would be given to the 
qu^rilaforal and later metros 00 foe outer-most damnations 
would be linked. Construchon on the NabdRatH^hways ffoad 
Development project is to start in 1999 at 20 sites mross foe 
couritry. The hope is that these highways wiil accelerate eco¬ 
nomic growth. Six laning has been dropped due tocost over- 
rur«, except in some stretches. The hiye project connects all 
mejw production and expoit centres and connects Important 
cities wie Delhi, Bhopal, Hydsfi^ a^ 

The pr(^ Is certainfy rieed^ given the sony state (d 
our toads. The problem could be of fundkig. About Rs 5,000 
crore Is requirBd every year fcx' foe prc|ect.. |aft of this may 
come horn the petrot cess of Re j becm' 

inipimented earSer. Privme invemn^ is sdso etWisaged. 
Hofyever, mote taxes could be needed fo lundThe project. 
Also retaM am probfomsof land acquisttonand buremicrat- 
fo hurdles, Bui If foe project ffoaify gets nuide, it wyi be one 


tamers. As a result, there are 
more cars than the market can 
support. 

Today, foe mantle of foe 
swade^i car has passed on to 
the Indica, whidi saves our 
self-respect to some extent. 
TTie irony cannot be missed— 
a government wedded to foe 
sxoadeshi philosophy today has 
to fight foe only Indian car 
with foe help of a foreign 
partner! 

Yesterday's planners 
mi^t turn in foeir graves if 
they saw foe car wars tpdsy._ 
Companies are vying widT 


The cars were bought by foe 
few Indians who had enough 
white income to show. Or 
they were bought by compa¬ 
nies giving perks to foeir 
employees. The government 
was a big customer, of course, 
as each "public servant" 
wanted a swanky car for him¬ 
self. But all these added 
together were not enough to 
support the growing number 
of car companies and the 
capacities they set up. The 
middie class remained elusive 
and excess capacity resulted. 
How foe car market would 
shape itself would depend on 
what happens in foe future. 
What is lilwly is that there will 
be a shake-out, in which many 
manufacturers might sell out 
or merge. A merger mania has 
already gripped car compa¬ 
nies in Europe and America. 

The Diesel 
Controversy 


T here is little doubt that 
more vehicles meaas 
more pollution. Envi¬ 
ronmental concerns 
have been raised about foe 
proliferation of cars. While 
car companies are involved in 
price wars to increase sales 
and ate coming out with new¬ 
er and smarter versioas, fears 
have been expressed about 
their pollution capabilities. In 
the line of attack are diesel 
cars, which produce fumes 
and pollutants said to be very 
toxic. Due to certain protests, 
foe Envirorunental Pollution 
Control Authority (EPCA) 
was reportedly considering 
banning diesel-driven pas¬ 
senger cars in Delhi. 

The environmentalists 
say that diesel produces Sus¬ 
pended Particulate Matter 
(5PM) and niteous oxides 
which are cance^causing 
agents. Further, the quality of 


each other to provide foe most 
luxurious drive ever. Foreign 
companies entered foe coun¬ 
try hoping to sell cars to foe 
emerging middle class. That is 
what foe car companies mis¬ 
calculated. They did not think 
forough many aspects: 
though some Indians have 
enough money, foey do not 
spend on an expensive car, 
given fof .pofool^ roads and 
ofoer pt^lems. And then, 
how does one show foe 
source of income, in the very 
likely event of an likome Tax 
Inspector asking questions? 


diesel available in foe country 
is very poor, containing 0.^ 
per cent suljfour in New Del¬ 
hi and 0.5 per coit in ofoer 
parts of the country. The en¬ 
vironmentalists say that 
allowing more diesel cars 
would be suicidal and allege 
that foe automobile industry 
was trying to make profits at 
foe cost of the healfo of citi¬ 
zens. 

The Association of Indian 
Automobile Manufacturers 
(AIAM), on foe ofoer hand, 
says that diesel engines are as 
environment-friendly as pet¬ 
rol engines. They enjoy the 
advantage of low carbon 
monoxide, hydrocarbons and 
carbon dioxide emissions. It 
was not the engines, but foe 
inadequate public transport 
$y.stem and traffic planning 
which were leading pollution 
causing factors. AIAM furfoer 
says that diesel car sales jxe 
increasing world-wide; their 
share is likely to increase from 
13.7 per cent in 1990 to 30.1 
per cent in 2001. 

The truth may lie some¬ 
where in between. There is lit¬ 
tle doubt that more vehicles 
means more pollution, but 
does foe answer lie in baiming 
particular vehicles? After all, 
most public trairsport systems 
and movement of goods in foe 
country takes place on diesel 
vehidK. Diesel cars are but a 
small percentage of cars sold 
in the country: petrol engines 
are generally considered 
smoofoer, less noisy and 
longer lasting than diesel 
engines. If the environment 
lobby succeeds and foe gov¬ 
ernment puts a ban on some 
vehicles or increases foe price 
of diesel it will lead to all¬ 
round infladoa given foe fact 
that diesel is used for trans¬ 
portation of goods. Banning 
diesel may sound good fm 
yuppie environment^ts, but 
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ROAD FAMINE 

With all the cars and smart vehicles now in India, one ques¬ 
tion that is likely to arise is: on what will they drive and where will 
they be parked? Both are vexatious questions which have no 
answers. 

Given the sorry state of railways, both passenger and freight 
traffic has moved to roads. In 1950, the number of vehicles on Indi¬ 
an roads were 3 lakh; now the figure is 3 crore. Freight moved has 
increased 68 times and passengers 70 times. Investment on roads 
should have matched the increase in traffic, but it hasnt The coun¬ 
try has 2.03 million km of road length, half of which is surfaced. 
Just about quarter of it actually motorabie. There are 38,500 km of 
national highways which are maintained by the Central govern¬ 
ment. Traffic has increased 10-12 per cent every year in the last 
several years. Compared to this, the amount spent on repairs and 
maintenance is negligible. 

The approach to road-making and maintenance is at best 
step-motherly, entrusted to the cash-strapped Public Works 
Department (F^O). While newly elected politicians do not hesitate 
to bulk! airports in their constituencies which are seldom used, 
funds for roads are never made available. As a result, congestion 
and disrepair has multiplied. The time taken by a truck between 
New [}elhi and Ahmedabad, for instance, took 32 hours for the 934 
km journey, an average speed of just 30 km per hour. Today, the 
journey is budgeted at 50 hours. 

The economic cost is huge, since it is the consumers who end 
up paying for delays and excess consumption of fuel. Those who 
transport food products must pay for refrigerated vans to help pre¬ 
serve the cargo. The pothol^ roads further add to more bteak- 
(jpwns and depredation, which is again a loss to the economy. 
Accidents too must be paid for indirectly by the consumer. Trans¬ 
portation costs have thus been pushed up to levels which are hard¬ 
ly sustainable. It has been estimated that the cost of moving a con¬ 
tainer from Delhi to Mumbai is more than half of what it costs to 
move it from Delhi to Germany. How then can our exports remain 
competitive? Developed countries realised that roads generate 
wealth and invested in six-lane expressways which led to efficien¬ 
cies in the economy. India still has to correct its skewed spending 
polides. 

Years of neglect has pushed up the investment required to 
widen existing roads. The Ministry of Surface Transport estimated 
Rs 60,000 crore for the four-laning of 14,000 km of highways but 
less than a fifth of the amount-Rs 12,000 crore-may actually be 
available. Due to the shortage of funds, it appears that the 
improvement of roads may not be done in the future too. Even rou¬ 
tine maintenance will have to suffer. This is a far cry of the express¬ 
ways that have been built in the developed countries, but the cost 
of building one in India today is a prdribittve Rs 12 crore.per km. 

Private investment may be the answer but has not been forth¬ 
coming. If power plants can be held up for years on frivolous com¬ 
plaints, road constaiction companies ate wary of building roads 
and then getting into the risky business of collecting toll tax. Some 
steps have been taken; in 19^, the government made land acqui¬ 
sition easier by amending the National Highways Act, 1956 and 
nofiSed the National Highways Authority Act, 1988. With little mon- 
ey:«nd resources, it is unlikely that roads will improve in the near 

This is unfortunate, since roads are the lifelines of 6ie econ- 

B seems that the Indian economy will have to bear thO inefR- 
0 ^.ioads for years to come. 


their proposals have little 
merit and arc hardly realistic. 

If vehicular pollution is 
to be reduced, the aaswer lies 
in better engines and better 
fuel Two things can be done. 
First the refineries (which are 
owned by the public sector) 
asked to phase out diesel with 
high sulphur content. Time- 
bound targets can be given to 
refineries. Second, manufac¬ 
turers asked to meet the emis¬ 
sion control norms as in 
Europe and elsewhere, so that 
pollution is reduced in the 
country. 

The irony is that while no 
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one will deny that dirty air is 
worth fighting for, people will 
be unwilling to give up their 
cars as it gives them so mudi 
freedom and convenience. 
Modern environmentalists 
too like to use cars and air 
conditioners. Preaching 
morality to others shows their 
hypocrisy. lastead, environ¬ 
mentalists have to take a more 
pragmatic view and suggest 
workable solutions instead of 
shooting about in the dark. 
The ideal situation would be 
that people u.se horse carts 
and cycles, but is that feasible 
in the modem world? 
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Getting the Right Equipment-II 


Thb Month's URL Utl 
Coraor: 

htlp;/Avww.lbsnaa.annot.in/ind(M. 

him 

$itt lor tha Lot Bahadur Shostri 
Aoodomy wharo cWB satvants ora 
groemad. 


Entortabimanfi 
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lor ail HUdt Film bufCi. 

Cotporola! 
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canBgwtatfon oM.ihaflyl 
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httfK/AniMPndia^galaxwn 
In^-hguitvylaiy and ihfo dta.. 

Qu tw il i d dwf .'' i 
hitRi/Whi ^BB alli fej i ww ' 


G etting and configuring the right 
hardware is, of course, only one part 
of making your Internet connection 
work. The other major component required is 
the right software. 

You would need different pieces of 
software to perform specialised tasks. But 
there would be two major needs. One would 
be to browse various web-sites on the World 
Wide Web (WWW) System, which is a major 
application of the Internet, and the second 
would be to enable you to use the Internet to 
E-mail (Electronic Mail). 


Browser Software 

A Web Browser is a piece of software 
that allows you to access the World 
Wide Web. Mosaic (authored by Marc 
Andreesea a 24-year college student) was the 
first really popular graphical browser, which 
kick started the development of the current 
WWW system. 

Currently, there are two main browser 
products in the market, each with about 45% 
market share, while a few of the rest make up 
the remaining 10% or so. These products are 
Navigator from Netscape and Internet 
Explorer from Microsoft. Which browser 
should you have on the system? Ideally both, 
mainly because both of them are completely 
free! Other browsers you may come across 
are CyberDog from Apple (which has been 
discontinued now). Lynx, which is a text-only 
browser, AOL (America On Line's own 
browser for AOL subscribers only), and 
perhaps Mosaic or Arena on some Unix 
systems. Another browser of note for the 
Windows platform is from a new company 
' and is called Opera. Though thin on 
functionality, it is amazingly compact (it can 
fit on a single 1.44 MB floppy), and extremely 
fast. It is definitely worft a try, though the 
full version is pric^. 

You can dwnload boflt popular browser 
products from Netscape's and Microsoft's 
weMites anytime, but chances are that these 
would already be part of the standard 
software which comes with your computer. 
On a Windows computer, Internet Explorer 
would be pre-in^led and in case of a 


Macintosh, both Internet Explorer and 
Netscape Navigator would be pre-installed. 

Most .sites would be made better for one 
browser. This is because it is very hard to 
design web sites which work exactly the 
same way on each browser. You will notice a 
small icon at tire bottom of home pages of 
many websites which say: "Best viewed with 
Navigator 4", or "Best viewed with Internet 
Explorer 4" or .something to that effect. If you 
have both browsers on your computer, you 
can have greater viewing quality. 

Email Software 

T he other major use of the Internet (and 
some consider, the more important 
use), is E-mail. Simply put, the email 
system is a system with which you can send 
written (and these days voice too) mes.sages 
almost instantaneously to any other 
Internet user in the world, whose 
address you know. 

The right software for Email would be a 
stand-alone software which is specialised for 
the purpose of sending email, ^me of these 
packages are free while some arc priced. A 
good package which comes free is Outlook 
Express from Micn>soft (for both Windows 
and the Macintosh platform). Another good 
one is Eudora, but the most functional 
versioas of it are priced. 

However, if your emailing use is going to 
be limited (and that's very unlikely)!, then 
you can also u.se the built-in email package of 
Netscape's browser, which is called 
Mes.senger. 

New Watchers 

I f you want to make use of the thousands 
of newsgroups (don't worry, we'll cover 
all about newsgroups later), which are a 
wealth of information you need a special 
newsgroup package. However, the 
newsgroup features built into the browsers 
themselves are usually quite adequate. If you 
plan to be a real newsgroup addict then you 
can go in for any of the several 
shateware/freeware packages available on 
the net (from downioads.com or 
shareware.com). 
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3i4nif9ra 


13. 3600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Rs. 100/- 

14. 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Rs. 200/- 

15. 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Rs. 180/- 

16. 4000QUESTIONSONECONOMiCS(WiH?Pu//Stu(/y Ma(sr/s/) Rs. 250/- 

17. 4000 QUESTIONS ON INDIAN HISTORY (W/TA Stud^ MsMWsI) Rs. 200/- 
16. 12.700 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 

INDIAN HISTORY (With Full Study Material) Rs. 400/- 

19. PSYCHOLOGY-STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTION BANK Rs. 180/- 

20. 10,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

ON GENERAL STUDIES/GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Rs. 200/- 

21. 15,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

ON GENERAL STUDIES/GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Rs. 300/- 

22. TRra TITFSI - 4000 SigRig (RJ-^wfc«R|S) HTRhw Rs. 200/- 

23. RITcI JBI - 3WPR IfS 8300 VTRItR Rs. 320/- 

24. (iJsiH - aiHPH wpnil ^ 5000 ..jnpflTR' Rs. 320/- 

25. • 4000 (RJ JrssfcRRT) «Y =f m T Rs. 200/- 

26. citw BSITTR ■ 4700 RTgftRS (Rg llRSfpRW) BRjfRW Rs. 200/- 

27. 3P>TITRI 3IHlim WRlft 1JR 4000 dIgRvj (Rg- fa -fgq- ^ ) HTRIiR Rs. 250/- 

28. WRFR 3inPH 12,000 RTgf5|«3 (Rg tSifSTO) Rs. 300/- 


[ BOOKS ON GENERAL STUDIES FOR lAS, IFS, PCS, ETC 
(FULi STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTION BANK) 


Rs.120/- 

Rs. 100/- 
Rs.100/- 

Rs. 100/- 
Rs. 100/- 
Rs.100/- 
Rs. 60/- 
Rs. 60/- 
Rs. 60/- 
Rs. 60/- 
Rs. 50/- 
Rs.160/- 
Rs. 140/- 
Rs. 60/- 
Rs.200/- 
Rs.150/- 



VALUABLE GENERAL BOOKS FOB ALL 


BOOKS FOR ENT. EXAMS 


5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Rs. 100/- 

5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Rs. 100/- 

5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Rs. 100/- 

5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Rs. 100/- 

20,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR 
MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM. (Question Bank) Rs. 350/- 


; INOlSPENSABte BOOKS FOR LA.S. (PREL.) EXAM. 


Rs. 80/- 
Rs. 200A 
Rs. 60/- 

Rs. 200/- 
Rs. 80/- 

Rs. 300/- 
Rs. 80/- 
Rs. 200/- 
Rs. 100/- 
Rs. 200/- 
Rs. 80/- 
'RS. 200/- 


2400 OBJECTIVE OUESHONS ON SOCIOLOGY 
6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY 
2400 QUESTIONS ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (WMh Study Material) 

2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE 
5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE 
(With FuU Study Material) 

2400iHf4ECTtVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY 
4500 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY 
2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS 
SOOO OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS 
2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY 
5600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY 


PRINCIPLES OF MANAGEMENT FOR ALL 
COMPUTERS FOR ALL 
PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR ALL 
A COMPLETE GUIDE TO JOURNALISM FOR ALL 
ADVERTISING MANAGEMENT FOR ALL 
TRAVEL A TOURISM FOR ALL 
INTERIOR DECORATION FOR ALL 
PAINTING FOR ALL 
BEAUTY FOR ALL 
. ACCOUNTANCY FOR ALL 
. ENGLISH CONVERSATION COURSE (Containing 200 
English Cmtveraadona On Various Topics In English) 

. GROUP DISCUSSIONS FOR MBA ENI^NCE EmMS & 
SSB INTERVIEWS (With An Introduction to Interviews) 
ENGUSH VOCABULARY FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
WORD POWER IMPROVEMENT COURSE 
DICTIONARY OF SYNONYMS & ANTONYMS 
DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS 
MODEL LETTERS FOR ALL 
PARAGRAPH WRITING FOR ALL 
PRECIS WRITING FOR ALL 
MODEL SCHOOL ESSAYS (For Metric * 10*2 elaasea) 
COMMON ERRORS IN ENGUSH FOR ALL EXAMS, 
WnERVIEWS FOR ALL COMPETmVE EXAMS. 

IDIOMS AND PHRASES FOR AU COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 
ARGUMENTATIVE QUESTIONS SOCIAL AND 

ECONOMIC PROBLEMSeCoaMPAMSOOSAortEMara) 
DICTIONARY OF SCIENCE FOR All COMPETiriVE EXAMS. 
IIMS ENGLISH SPEAKING COURSE {fHodl-EngllaN) 
BUSINESS O.K JBUSINBSS AWARENf^ 


BUSINESS O.K/BUSINESS AWARE 
WORD POWER (WHh Full SenteneM 
I.A.S. PUNNER <W//p Pull Syllabi^ 
PREPOSITIONS FOR ALL (HYM Fix/ St 


M.BJL ENTRANCE/CAT/MAT PRACnOi PAPERS 


Rs. 100/- 
Rs. 50/- 
Rs. 50/- 
Rs. 60/' 
Rs. 50/- 
Rs. 50/- 
RS. 40/- 
Rs. 50/- 
Rs. 50/- 
Rs. SOI- 

Rs. 150/- 

Rs. 100/- 
Rs. ISO/- 
Rs. 200/- 
Rs. 70/- 
Rs. sot- ' 
Rs. 70/- I 
Rs. 50/- 
Rs. 60/- 
Rs. SO/' 
Rs. 100/' 
Rs. 100/- 
Rs. 70/- 

Rs. 100/- 
Rs. 70/- 
Rs. 200/- 
Rs. 40/- 
Rs. 70h 
Rs.t00/- 
Ri. TO/- 
Rs, 70/. 
Rs. RV- 
Rs. 100/- 


K>r frss postage send the full amount In advance by M.O.Aank Draft on the above addrete. For V,P.P. aond Po. 200/^ by 11.0. as advStwa 


G. 0. : RS. 100/- I.A.S. PLANNER : RS. 100/- INTERVIEWS : RS. 100/- j; 







































JOIN THE MOST POPULAR INSTITUTE OF INDIA 


TO PREPARE FULLY FOR THE 1999-2000 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 

TRAIN YOURSELF THROUGH 


INDIAN INSTITUTE 


1)10 * AS' I I I Iv 
WOK I II KS. 5(1/- 


MANAGEMENT & SERVICES 




\l 1)10 <, ASSI I I K 
WOKIII KS 5(1, 


ACT TODAY AND JOIN OUR CORRESPONDENCE COURSES FOR 1999-2000 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 
AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS WORTH RS. 250/- PLUS ONE FREE AUDIO 
CASSETTE WORTH RS. 50/- ON GROUP DISCUSSIONS/INTER VIEWS/ENGLISH CONVERSATION/ 
INDIAN CONSTniJTlON AS PER YOUR CHOICE. HURRY ! OtTER VALID TILL JUNE 30, 1999. 


IAS (PREL) EXAM MBA ENTRANCE EXAM/ 


asmtli I 


0/-CAT/MAT/FMS/XLRI ETC. Rs. 1800/- 


I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM OPTIONAL PAPERS : 

1. POLITICAL SCIENCE 2. INDIAN HISTORY 

3. ECONOMICS 4. SOCIOLOGY 

5. PHYSICS 6. CHEMISTRY 7. BOTANY Rs. 850/- 

8. ZOOLOGY 9. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Each CowM 

I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM. GENERAL STUDIES 

AND AN OPTIONAL PAPER Rs. 2350/- 

INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM 

(G.K. & ENGLISH ONLY) Rs. 1500/- 

S.B.I7BANK PROBATIONARY 

OFFICERS’ EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

R. B.I. OFFICERS' EXAM. GRADE ’AV'B’ Rs. 1800/- 
ASSTT. COMMANDANT/D.S.P. ETC. 

IN B.S.FJC.R.P.FTI.T.B.P. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

L.I.C./G.I.C. A.A.O.’S EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

COMBINED DEFENCE SERVICES 
(I.M.AyC.D.S.E.) EXAM. Rs. 1500/- 

COMBINED PRELIMINARY EXAM. 

(GRADUATE LEVEL) - 1999 Rs. 1500/- 

INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL 

EXCISE/INCOME TAX ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

S. S.C. DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS/ 

AUDITORS/U.D.C. ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

SECTION OFFICERS (AUDIT) EXAM Rs. 1500/- 


Rs. 1500/- 
Rs. 1500/- 

Rs. 1500/- 

Rs. 1500/- 


S B.B.S./B.B.A./B.B.M. ENT. EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

• HOTEL MANAGEMENT ENT. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• NATIONAL DEFENCE ACADEMY (NBA) Rs. 1500/- 

• N.T.S.E. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• I.I.T./J.E.E. ENTRANCE EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

• M.B.B.S./P.M.T. ENT. EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

• SUB-INSPECTORS OF POLICE, 

B.S.F., D.P., C.B.I., ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• IB/SSC ASSISTANTS’GRADE EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• BANK CLERKS’/CLERKS'GRADE EXAM Rs. 1200/- 

• ENGLISH IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rs. 1200/- 

• GENERAL KNOWLEDGE COURSE Rs. 1200/- 

• GROUP DISCUSSIONS/ 

INTERVIEWS/SSB COURSE Rs. 900/- 


H APP Y NEWS! NOW ALSO LISTEN AND LEARN 
THROUGH ilMS AUDIO CASSETTES ON : 


• GROUP DISCUSSIONS 

• INTERVIEWS 


Rs. 50/- 
Rs. 50/- 


Rs. 1500/- • ENGLISH CONVERSATION (I & II) Rs. 50/- each 


• INDIAN CONSTITUTION 

• POLITICAL SCIENCE 

• INDIAN HISTORY 


(I & II) Rs. 50/- each 
(I & II) Rs. 50/- each 
I & II) Rs. 50/- each 


NOTE: 1. While sending your fee, please mention your name, your complete address and the name of the course clearly in capital letters 
on the M.O. coupon or In the letter. It will help us to send you the study material at the earliest. Please write your address clearly. 

2. If possible please send your fee by bank draft only by Registered A.O. However, you can send the fee by M.O. also. 

DIRECTOR: GOPAL K. PURI. M.A.^nglisH& Pgi. Sc. (Pub.Admn.), P.G. Dip. in Business Admn. (Famous Author of 100 Books) 

Send your full fee by Bank Draft/Money Order immediately to: 


fllMSl 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & SERVICES 

r>,'18, (II FLOOR), JANGPUHA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY). 

PURI PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDING, NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI-110014. 
TELEPHONE NOS. ; 4316915. 4329106, 4311946. FAX : 91-11-4313503 

E-mail ; iims@vsnl.com 


MIMSl 


'ilMS COACHING CENTREiAT QUWAHATI (Jayanta Commercial Complex) (Phone no. sasori) 
MOW IlMS COACHING cmRE AT SRINAGAR (J & K) — Badshah Nagar, Natipora. 

















































When was the Nobel Prize 
for Economics first given? Who 
won it? 

—Sudha Chandra, Samhalpur 
(Orissa) 

The first Nobel Prize for 
I Economics was awaaied in 1969. It 
j was given to Ragnar Frisch of Norway 
and Jan Tinbergen of Nethcrl.inds for 
tlieir work in econometrics. 


What is the 
syllabus of CDS? 
When is the adver- 




Ph.D, Alternatively, you can do a 
course in Computers or business 
management, which will open 
many opportunities for you. 

What is the level of verbal 
. abilityand data interpretation asked 

' in CAT? 

—Udaya Kumar Sarkar, Baturgimt 
(West Bengal) 
The level of verbal ability 
•gr^. A interpretation 

? li K L Bv' " asked is school level, 
Ak —though the questions may 


tisement usually published? How can I 
prepare for it? 

—Arindam Bancrjcr, Bnrdwnn fVVVsi 
The CDS c.\am will be held on 


: TV as an announcer. How .should I go 
about it? 

—Pushpa Natarniaii, Mumbai 
There arc many opportunities for 


require some thought. For sample 
questions which will help you know the 
level, see the Mock-CAT paper published 
in our December '98 issue. 


September 19, 1999. The detailed people who are fluent and arc gifted with What is the difference between B.A. 

syllabus will appear in the notification, a good voice. Apply for an audition to pass and honours couree? Is there any 
which will be published in March, 1999. AIR metro channel. They have frequent benefit of doing honours? 

Keep a look out for it. You can prepare auditions and once you pass the audition, —Amit Kumar, Patna (Bihar) 

for it on your own by consulting books, you will be given some programmes. In most universities, you can take 
Tiif. Co.MrrTiTio\ Mash-k has published Alternately, apply to private producers up some additional papers in a 

solved past papers in its issues, which who make television serials. They might particular subject in addition to the 

will help you assess the kind of be able to offer you a job of a presenter or course of B.A. (pass) and qualify as 

preparation required. For more | announcer, provided you fit their j nn honours student. The honours 

information, see our Defence issue j requirement. You will have to make | courses are, however, badly run by 

published in May '98. i efforts personally to be able to get an colleges and universities. The only 

initial break. benefit that you might get is to be 

I want to set up my own plastics or given preference white seeking 

cassettes industry after my graduation. Can a Company Secretary find admission to MA in your honours 

How should T proceed? employment in a Central government subject. Otherwise, the honours 

—Rajpal Chopra, Hamirpur (H.P.) department or multinational? degree has no practical use. 

Setting up your industry will give you —Anatid P.S., Trh'andnr: (Kerala) 

the benefit of flexible working hours, good Under the Comp.inies Act, What is the Big Bang theory? 

money and respect in society. Here is how Companies having a paid up capital of Rs —Amit Kumar Mishra, Giridih (Bihar) 

to go about it: identify the pn^duct. 50 lakh and above have to employ a The Big Bang theory says that a 

In your case, cassettes seems to be a Company Secretary. Ctmtral government huge cosmic explosion took place about 

good choice, t'btain a project report for it, undertakings and multinationals 15 billion years ago to give rise, on 

which will give you details of machines incorporated in India with this limit, will cooling, to atoms of hydrogen and 

required and their sources. You could certainly employ Company Secretaries, helium. It says that the universe is 

apply for loans on tl\e basis of this report, details, see our feature "Careers expanding ever since. 

Write to some leading manufacturers and hi Finance" published in our February '98 

see whether you can get a marketing issue. I have a strong desire to do a travel 

agreement witli them. If you can provide and tourism course. How should 1 

a good quality, many music companies What are the professions I can opt proceed? * 

may want to buy blank cassettes from you. for after doing MA in Economics? —Susheela Bisms, Burdwan (West 

Tliis is the way to succeed. You already —Deepa Tandon, Naya Nangal (Punjab) Bengal) 

have the example of Mr Gulshan Kumar, Some of the professions open to you You have two options before you: 
who built up a huge empire by starting *dtcr MA (Economics) are teaching and first, you can do a short-term course in 

from a scratch. research. For the first, you may have to ticketing and travel and then seek 

Xy clear B.Ed or UGC (NET) and for the employment in travel agencies. Short 

I am interested in joining radio or ' second, you may have to do M.Phil or courses also exist for air-hostess and 
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Hy»i .-■ 


Other services. If you have more time, you could do a diploma 
i in travel management from a reputed institute. Depending 
* on your need and family circumstances, you could choose 
I your option and work towards achieving your ambition. 

Every institute has a different structure for written tests. 
How can one cope with all these different structures? 

—Mchul Vaidya, Ahmedobad (Ciijaral) 

When preparing for competitive exams, it is important to 
do all kinds of questions that may be asked. Past papers can 
give a fairly good idea. Once you have attempted different 
questions, you will not be confused in the final exam. That is 
the way to handle different structures. Once you have appeared 
in one or two exams, however, you will find the different 
structures a.-e very much similar, so you should get used to 
them. 

I want to make music as my career. Could you advise me? 

— Tlmma$ P. Gcoryc, Kerahi 

Provided you arc good xvith musical instruments, you can 
think of a career in music. You can start playing in local bands, 
but you must develop your own distinctive style. To rise high, 
you have to be original. Be warned that the path is paved with 
setbacks and problems. It may be belter to keep it as a hobb\' 
and look for a stable career. 

What kind of jobs can f get after doing MA in Rural 
management? 

—Aiiaiitliarajii P.S., Bangalore 

The jobs that you can look forward to after a degree in rural 
management are with rural development agencies, rural banks, 
NGOs and the like. Certain companies arc also active in this 
field and you can explore that possibility too. 

What options are open to me after doing a course in 
environmental and water management? 

—Nidlii Dhi/ani, Dehradiin (U.P.) 

Generally speaking, though environmental concerns are 
rising in the country, job.s are limited in the area. Openings 
may be available in pollution control boards and 
organisations engaged in environmental awareness 
activities. You could also choose to work in a village and 
help the people conserve water scientifically. Non- 
Government Organisations (NGt)s) may also offer some 
employment opportunities. 


QUESTION BOX 
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THE LONDON INSTITUTE 


< AMRKRWKLI.COLLKt;!-: oi ART S 
<'KM RAI. SAINT MARI INS rOIJ.KCT. OF AIM AND DESIGN 
rilKLSEA COLLEGE OF ART AND DESIGN 
LONDON COLLEGE OF FASHION 
LONDON ( OLLEtiK OF PRINTING 

The London Institute is the largest art and 
design education institution in the wotid, 
with 5 of the world's oldest and 
most famous art and design colleges 


ADVERTISING • CERAMICS • FASHION 
FILM & VIDEO .FINE ART .GRAPHICS 
JOURNALISM • INDUSTRIAL • JEWELLERY 
PHOTOGRAPHY • PRINTING • PRODUCT 
TEXTILES. THEATRE . 


Only Rill time courses are available tor study In I.4)ndon: 

Certificate, Diploma, BA (Hons.), MA, PhD 
(No scholarships Available) 

Also visit us at the British Education Fair 99 
in February with your portfolio of work. 


Now You Con Post Your Questions At 
. Mtp'Jlwmi.(mpt0ormi9^t.eom 
. And ; v fook. for Ansv^re to your 
^ 'i.y Queries • 


For details, please contact our representative in India : 


LALL EDUCATIONAL SERVICES 

C 4, MIG FLATS, PRASAD NAGAR. 
NEW DELHM10005. 

TEL : (Oil) 5815440,5718415 
FAX: (011) 5718415 
email: 8Ciali®clal2.vsni.neLin 
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OHM 


W ebster’s New World I 
Dictionary defines "to 
ogle" as: "to keep looking (at) 
boldly and with obvious 
desire". 

One can distinguish 
between this and its corrupt 
cousin, "leering", which is to 
cast a knowing sidelong look 
that travesties a smile and 
may indicate lust, malicious 
triumph or stupidity. 

Men, because of 
unchanging standards of 
looking at the fair sex have not 
drained lust, malice or even 
stupidity from their amorous 
eyeballing. The exercise 
remains a play, a game of the 
heart through eyes, which arc 
said to be windows of the 
soul. 

The fact is that man has 
always been at this game and i 
has been refining it ever since 
Eve donned her fig leaf in the 


I (harden of Fden. 

Once man learnt to focus 
his eyes on a desirable object, 
he began to note that the 
feminine form was an 
attractive package of curves 
which lends a halo to her. 

Tlius, men do not puzzle 
over it but think of basking on 
it. No wonder ogling has 
assumed mind-boggling 
dimensions. 

Thanks to the liberated 
female the game has become 
more exciting and inciting. 
Her outfits are meant to 
highlight certain parts of her 
anatomy. Sometimes one part 
is accentuated while at 
others, it is sought to be 
pushed into oblivion. In both 
cases, she succeeds in 
drawing the male attention, 
i He ogles her! 

Could Lord Byron have 
said "She walks in beauty, like 


i the night of cloudless climes 
and starry skies." Most poetry 
and prose that survives to this 
day was inspired by sheer 
ogling. It makes silence 
eloquent. 

Ogling inspires nudes 
and nudes inspire ogling. Red- 
blooded (read eyed) 
gentlemen of acute 
sensibilities painted, creating 
alluring female forms for lesser 
mortals to ogle during their 
leisure hours. The owner of 
"Playboy" built an empire 
cashing in on men's strong 
weakness. 

Tliis has led to a popular 
ogling culture now being 
practised by a dozen 
magazines. 

The pin-up culture is an 
offspring of the ogling culture. 

Ogling naturally leads to 
woff whistles. Thanks to the 
NYTs (New Young Things) 
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aping sirens of the silver 
screen. 

Maybe, it means that 
women, like men, also enjoy 
ogling. And who knows, they 
had been enjoying it all 
along? Though modesty 
compels them to pretend 
otherwise. 

After all appreciation of 
the opposite sex is a human 
impulse, common to both the 
sexes. Otherwise, why do 
women purchase preening 
products if they are against 
male eye perusal? 

I have a strong belief that 
women enjoy ogling (male 
attention and appreciation) 
and also loye to ogle 
desirable men. It is a proven 
fact that their eyes widen 
when they look at a man they 
like. No wonder, men are 
advised: when you talk, to a 
woman, listen to her eyes. 


I 


1 







ESSAY-WRITING 





I 


Ghe R Puipese^ Direction 


A writer is always addressing readers. 
He is trying to inform or convince or de¬ 
light them, to explain something, or to 
, make them sec or feel what he has experi¬ 
enced. 

Writing does not take place in a 
vacuum. When well done, it is always 
an attempt by one person to communi¬ 
cate to others those ideas, facts, or im¬ 
pressions that build up to the result 
which the writer has intended to 
achieve. 

The writer, therefore, must always 
begin with a clear sense of purpose. Tliis 
; means that before he starts to write he must 
give careful attention to two questums: 

■ "What precisely do 1 want to do?" and 
"How can I liest do it?" Answering these 

■ questions properly is the first step toward 
' writing well. 

i These two questions are so closely 
related tliat a writer will sometimes know 
: what he wants to do only when he has 
decided how he wants to do it. 

The writer must try to understand 
: what it means to make his writing do what 
I he wants it to do. This means, first, that 
; he must know precisely what his purpose 
: is and, second, that he must realize how 
i particular decisions about choice of mate- 
I rial, organization, development, style, 
i diction, and grammar will help or hinder 
I that purpose. 

I These requirements are not easy. Some- 

j times they impose a discipline from which 
I the writer has an understandable d^ire to 
I escape. But taking the easy way out and 

> running away from that discipline often 
j means dis^inted writing which moves with 
! jerks and jolts. 

! A lean sense of purpose in student 
j writing usually reveals itself. At worst, the 

> writer shows no sense of purpose because, 
j he has no clear idea what he wants to-do, 

I he has no one path to follow, and his ideas 
j meander through the essay and follow no 

i 'j 


consistent direction. This is directionless 
writing. 

Usually, such a writer literally has 
no idea what is going to happen when 
he begins to write. He simply puts down 
whatever occurs to him at the moment, 
in a desperate effort to say something 
on the subject. Because his thinking is 
not continuous, his writing is 
directionless. It goes forward a little in 
one direction, stops, veers off in another, 
and turns again. 

On another level is writing which is 
unselective. The writer knows, in a gen¬ 
eral way, what he wants to do, and his 
writing does move in a single direction. 
But because he fails to distinguish be¬ 
tween relevant and irrelevant details, his 
work lacks purposeful emphasis. It does 
not focus on any one point but treats all 
details as though they were equally im¬ 
portant to the purpose. 

Failures of purpose on yet a third 
level are subtle and are the result of faulty 
analysis of the assignment. When a writer 
fails to see that the situation imposes cer¬ 
tain restrictions or requires him to deal 
with the subject in a particular way, he 
cannot do what the situation requires of 
him. 

He may have a clear sense of what 
he wants to do, and his writing may fol¬ 
low a consistent direction and show a dis¬ 
criminating selection of details, but if he 
is not sensitive to tl\e demands of the situ¬ 
ation, what he writes will be inept. 

We can call his writing insensitive. 
Common examples of insensitive writing 
are found in answers to essay-type ex¬ 
aminations. Often a student fails to read 
a question carefully enough to understand 
what is required of him. 

Many students find it hard to get 
started on a writing. They make desper¬ 
ate beginnings, hopeful that each succ^- 
ing one will turn out well. But they have 


little to show for their efforts except a full 
wastebasket and a bad temper. 

Too often the student's trouble is that 
he is trying to substitute the physical ac¬ 
tivity of pushing a pen for the more exact¬ 
ing effort of thinking. Writing is a product 
of thought, not a substitute for it. 

A student w'ho clearly understands 
his purpose is not likely to be trapped by 
an accidental sequence of ideas, for he 
will recognize when he is going astray. A 
good deal of writing is censorship—keep¬ 
ing irrelevant thoughts out of it. Many 
ideas that arise in our minds have little 
relation to the purpose of our writing, 
and the habit of following impromptu 
ideas may result in a jumble of pointless 
remarks. 

A student with a clear sense of pur¬ 
pose has a point of view which gives liim 
a consistent approach to all the problems 
of composition. F.very writer, whether he 
is aware of it or not, is continuously facing 
the choice between alternative's. At succes¬ 
sive stages of his work he must make de¬ 
cisions between alternative forms of 
organization, illustration, style, diction, 
and grammar. 

If he has no sense of purpose, his suc¬ 
cessive choices work against each other, 
making his writing awkward or confused. 
He may vary between a too-formal and a 
too-informal style. 

If, on the other hand, he imderstands 
the implications of what he is trying to do, 
his choices are more likely to be harmoni¬ 
ous. His w'riting will bc> all of a piece. It 
will have unity of style as well as unity of 
.subject. 

A student who tears up enough ex¬ 
perimental pages will, it is true, often learn 
from his failures what it is tliat he wants to 
do. But he could get the same results more 
pleasantly and probably more quickly by 
thinking out his problem before trying to 
write about it. 
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Knock Out Ihis Complex 


I NFERIORITY fcelinj;s in anyone are not 
unique. Very few people escape them 
entirely. Some of the best-known men and i 
women of the world have overcome , 
physical defects which, had they not ! 
fought with courage, might have | 
disheartened them in tlic battle of life. I 
[uliiis Caesar, for instance, was a j 
weakling who had epileptic fits. He refused , 
to let his physical disability turn him from j 


attainment. If, on the other hand, they are 
allowed to dominate the personality, they 
can weaken the character. 

One reastm of inferiority is organic 
disability. In a sensitive child, feelings of 
physical dcfectmay develop to an alarming 
extent. So acute do they become that the 
child, the adolescent or the adult may 
retreat into his shell altogetlier. 


spirit of the man and his service to the 
community. An individual is esteemed not 
because of his or her physical excellence 
(though these are to be apprecLitcd), but 
because of his or her usefulness to society. 

What sets us apart from our fellows 
is our individuality, our special gift, talent 
or capacity. Wliat makes us one with our 
fellows is our human frailty, disability, 
common weaknesses and distress. So 


the mastery of his weakness and the 
pursuit of his life plan. 

Beethoven suffered from a peculiar 
form of deafjiess, and it was his strong \ 
desire to rise above this sense deficiency 
which intensified his appreciation of 
melody. 

If Viscount Snowden had not suffered I 
from a devastating cycling accident at 


Disability 

0 |NE so afflicted must be taught to 
compensate for his defect. That is to 
say, if his physical defect causes him to 
feel inferior he must be trained, or train 
himself, to some accomplishment w'hich, 
in liis own eyes and in the eyes of the 
commimity, will give him a worth and a 


whatever be the disability it should join us 
in, rather than separate us from mankind. 

Childhood 

HE spoiled child is trained from 
infancy to believe that he is the centre 
of the world. He is correct in his belief 
because he is the centre in his own home 



twenty-seven jears of age, it is an open j value tliat more than outweigh his physical and environment. But if this outlook is 

question whether he would have devoted ! disability. carried into the larger world, he will be 

himself with such tenacity and energy to ' If physical defect cannot be removed disillusioned. Men and women are very 
his life task of social reform. ■ or compensated, for it should be accepted little concerned about the spoiled child's 

I’resident Roosevelt as a boy was a ' with courage. After all, the victim had uniqueness or opinion of himself and are 

physical weakling, a fad which influenced i nothing to do with his weakness, and even probably taken up with their own 

his Miavkmr and personalit). To it and ! most pts)ple pay no attention to iiny shame uniqueness and self-esteem. If the 

his struggle for mastery, we must trace his 1 or humiliation with a deficiency in spoiled child lacks the ttourage or the 

pugnacity and self-confidence. i structure or appearance, over which we intelligence to meet this new situation, 

I.alllahadurShastrih.id towalkmiles, i have had no control. If one has a deformed he may suffer a severe setback in nervous 

crossing a river, to reach school. ! leg or hand or eye; if the colour of one's distress. 

It is how we look upon them and : hair does not conform to the prevailing Yet, another example is the boy—the 

what we can do with them tl\at nvvtters. j fashion, or if it has departed before its apple of his parents'eyes. He was the only 

If we meet them with courage and energy j time, others do not bother very much. child, and was coddled and fondled to 

they lift the individual to the heights of ' They arc more concerned with die excess as a baby. 
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He saw no good in the other boys; 
he was the paragon of virtue and 
j everything that was lovely. After several 
' changes in his education he finally 
graduated, still believing he was the 
centre of the universe. 

The spoiled child, when he becomes 
adult must realise that he (or she) is not 
' unique; that he should not expect the world 
to show him the same indulgence and 
consideration he received from his own 
people. 

He must face life with resolute courage 
and determination, and character and 
capacity and co-operation, make himself a 
healthy social unit of the mankind. This 

■ will save him from personal disaster. 

This is also true of the hated and 
unwanted child. Most sensible people aa* 

! not concerned where a man was born or 
' who were his parents. What they want to 
i know is, what he performs and what is his 

■ usefulness. A spirit of co-operation and •, 
I harmony will bring friendliness and 

helpfulness to him. 

1 here are many men and women who, 
through a vicious childliood experience, 
cannot act upon it. They cannot boa t down 
their deep feelings of inferiority. 

This Is the tragedy of the hated and 
unwanted child. There is created in the 
; mind a feeling of inferiority which persists 
all through adolescence and into marthood, 

! and unfits the individual to take his place 
in the world with courage, hope and co¬ 
operation. 

The unwanted and hated child has 
! been nurtured in the belief that he Ls useless 
i to society and has almost no right to exist. 

; The salvation of such an unfortunate 
individual will be a worthy 

■ accomplislunent which will bring him the 
. respect and friendship of others and in 

return fortify his self-esteem. 

' Mental Health 

E ' is necessary in coming to terms with 
ur inferiority feeling that we should 
discover what is our guiding "fiction". 

. The two enemies of mental health 
must be overcome, namely, selfishness and 
] ignorance, and these can only be overcome 
i' by thinking more of others and by self- 
i Iwwlcdge. 


The following will help; j 

Am 1 making too much of my physical 
defect? Am 1 too much concerned about 
other people's opinion. Have I tried to 
compensate for my defect by worthy 
attainment? etc. 

Am I still living by the emotions 
and feelings of childhood? Do I expect 
the world to treat me in the same manner 
as my parents? Do 1 consider myself 
unique, superior, and make selfish 
demands upon others? Am I 
disappointed when people do not notice 
me and my compliments? Is my goal of 
superiority healthy and socially used? 
To what person am I endeavouring to be 
superior, and why? 

Striving for a goal will never bring 
disappointment, no matter whether tlic j 
goal be realised or not, as such striving is j 
always its own reward, or brings its own j 
reward. It is when our guiduig fiction Ls : 
wrong, when we strive for useless personal j 
glory, that failure in attainment brings | 
cynicism, discouragement, or a breakdown j 
in health. j 

To whom do I feci inferior. Whv? ' 

«- j 

Have the experiences of childhood made 
me hate my fellow men? Am 1 a social 
outcast? Am 1 escaping from life? Am 1 
repressing my emotional life through j 
fear? j 

It has been shown that these feelings j 
are the result of a vicious experience j 
either in childhood or adolescence. The i 
emotion connected with this experience 
was repressed into the unconscious and 
the incident has been completely 
forgotten. Herein lies the peculiarity of 
these deeper feelings: while the incident 
associated with them is apparently 
forgotten, the emotion is retained in the 
unconscious mind and festers like a 
poison. It is not until this poison is 1 
eliminated that health can come to mind ' 
and spirit. ' 

Villcn the original incident is | 
remembered and the emotion connected j 
with it brought to the conscious mind 
and lived out, the mind is heeled of its 
distress. 

The difficulty is, of course, to 
remember the incident or experience that 
is the cause of the trouble. No less should 
we adopt the same wise attitude in 


regard to the poisons and tumours of 
the mind and spirit. Psychological 
knowledge has advanced so far in insight 
and technique that no one need go 
through life mentally maimed. By the 
help of a professional of the mind the 
sufferer can be put on the high road that 
leads to personal happiness, a full life 
and social usefulness, sans that 
smallness, shrinking feeling. 

Suggestion 

is vastly, but wrongly, thought that the 
crsonality traits acquired during 
formative years remain with us all life. 
Traces of them do. But this does not mean 
that we cannot change them. One of the 
fundamental facts of applied psychology 
is that we can change our personality by 
changing our attitude. Personality is 
acquired. 

It is necessary to gt) deep into the 
cause of your complex. Psychiatrists all 
over the world laugh their way to the bank 
on their balance, fhev deli ve deep into the 
"patients" psyche, find out causes of their 
complex and suggest remedies, laiymen 
and women, who cannot afford expensive 
treatment must act a.s their owm 
psycliialrists. 

Expose your complex. Do not provide 
it with a hiding place. A complex is like a 
worm. It runs away when it is exposed to 
sunlight. 

Discuss it openly without fear. If 
necessary, rend a good book on the 
subject. It will hold a minor to your 
inner world. Once you get a glimpse of 
your inner self, it becomes easy to tackle 
the weak points. 

Do not avoid tlie complex. It will gain 
further root. Do the very thing which 
complex inhibits you to do. The fear 
connected with it w'ill vanish. 

When a child is afraid of darkiu*ss, 
the best way is to lake him into a room, 
see for himself that there is no terror in it. 
Then switch on the light. See the relief of 
the child. His complex about darkness, 
fear connected with it, are gone. 

TTie simplest solution to knock out 
your complex, your enemy to progress 
and piDSperit)', is to hold a mirror to it. 
Ugliness cannot stand its own face. 
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The Comoetiiion Masters 

NDA Ixam Ready Reckoner 


HOW TO PREPARE FOR THE NOA ENTRANCE 
EXAMINATIONS: AN APPROACH TO SUCCESS 

Once you have gone through the syllabus ol the NDA examination, 
you will find that you have done much of it at school. The idea now is 
to revise all the concepts you learnt earlier and also develop your test¬ 
taking strategy. This means that you have to go over your school 
books again and then develop the ability of answering the questions 
in about a minute each. This is because you have to attempt 120 
questions in 120 minutes, giving a minute for each. Some questions 
can be attempted faster, of course, white others require calculations. 
So the idea is to balance the approach in order to attempt the maximum 
number of questions. 

Some general rules should be strictly followed. First, read the 
instnjctions carefully. Many students make the mistake of attempting 
the questions as described by some book or the other. If there is a 
minor change in the paper, one will make mistakes. Second, do some 
mock tests at home with an answer sheet similar to one which you will 
get in the exam. Practice marking answers on this, which will help you 
avoid wrong marking. Quite a few students end up marking answers 
for the wrong questions especially if they happen to leave out some 
questions. 

We give below a description of the different sections and what 
best approach one should have to attempt them. Hints and suggestions 
are provided, which will surely help the NDA aspirant. After going 
through this special section, attempt the past papers of NOA which 
have been published in The Competition Master. Go over the past 
issues and attempt the English, General Awareness and Quantitative 
sections. 

Your strategy should be as follows: in the first round, start from 
question 1, go over the paper, marking the answers of the questions 
you know, or which can be done by little calculation. In English and 
General Awareness, this is easy since you will either know the answer 
or you virill not. In the maths section, there will be some calculation 
involved, if you do not know the answer of a particular question, just 
skip it. In this way, you will be able to attempt the easier questions 
which may require just 5-10 seconds each. However, one should not 
hurry, since some questions may be tricky and what seems to be the 
answer at first glance may actually be wrong. 

After you have gone over the paper once and marked your 
attempts, you are ready for your second round. Now, go over the 
questions that you left. Think over them and try to get the answers. If 
you cannot get the answer even then, just leave the question and go 
to the next one. The point is that once you have done the easier 
questions, you have more time to solve the difficult ones: you can 
probably spend about a minute and a half per question, on an average. 
This will help you increase your attempts and be able to attempt the 
maximum number of questions. 

Do not lose your cool if you are not able to attempt all the given 
questions. Many students begin to panic as time goes by and th^ 
have not attempted nrany questions. This is suicidal. Your approach 
should be to do your best. Please note that there is a built-in ac^antage 
In objective-type questions: one can took at the choices and work 
backWds. Very often one or two choices can be easily eliminated. An 
intelflgent guess in the remaining choices will probably help you get 
at the right answer. 
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Finally, it may be remembered that passing the NDA eyam is not 
difficult. All it calls for is good preparation of the basic things that you 
learnt in school, and practice in appearing in tests. It is advisable to 
go over your school books in English and Maths, but several other 
books are also available. For General Knowledge, the best source is 
Q.P. Khanna’s General Knowledge Refresher. In addition, read The 
Competition Master regularly and do the exercises published in them. 
You are bound to achieve success if you follow the above strategy. 
Best of luck! 

The NDA examination will be held by the Union Public Service 
Commission on 20fh June, 1999 for admission to the Army, Navy and 
Air Force Wings of the NDA for 103rd Course commencing from 
January, 2000. 

The approximate number of vacancies to be filled are 317 (214 
for the Army, 30 for Navy and 73 for the Air Force). 

CENTRES OF EXAMINATIONS: Agartala, Ahmedabad, Aizawl, 
Allahabad, Bangalore, Bareilly, Bhopal, Calcutta, Chandigarh, Chennai 
(Madras), Cuttack, Delhi, Dharwar, Dispur (Guwahati), Gangtok, 
Hyderabad, Imphal, Itanagar, Jaipur, Jammu, Jorhat, Kavaratti 
(Lakshadweep), Kochi (Cochin), Kohima, Lucknow, Madurai, Mumbai 
(Bombay), Nagpur, Panaji (Goa), Patna, Port Blair, Raipur, Sambalpur, 
Shiilong, Shimla, Srinagar, Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Tirupati, 
Udaipur and Vishakhapatnam. 

ELIGIBILITY CONDITIONS 

(a) Age limits; Candidate must have been born not earlier than 
2nd January, 1981 and not later than 1st July, 1983. 

(b) Educational Qualifications: (Ij For Army wing at the National 
Defence Academy: 12th Class pass of the 10 2 pattern of School 
Education or equivalent. 

(//) For Air Force and Naval Wings of National Defence Academy— 
12th Class pass of the 10+2 pattern of School Education or equivalent 
with Physics and Mathematics. 

(c) Fee: Rs 35/- (Rupees Thirty Five only) (No fee for SCs/STs 
only). 

Applications are to be made to Secretary, Union Public Service 
Commission, Dholpur House (Post Bag No. 3), New Delhi -110 011 
on the prescribed format. 

SCHEME OF THE EXAMINATION 

1. The subjects of the written examination, the time allowed and 
the maximum marks allotted to each subject will be as follows: 

Subject _ Code Duration _ Max. Marks 

Mathematics Oi 2k hours SoT 

General Ability Test 02 2% hours 600 

Total 8Q2 

2. THE PAPERS IN ALL THE SUBJECTS WIU. CONSIST OF 
OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ONLY. THE QUESTION PAPERS 
(TEST BOOKLETS) WILL BE SET IN ENGLISH ONLY. 

. 3. In the question papers, wherever necessary, questtons involving 
the Metric System of Wi^ghb and Measures only w^S be set. 

4. Candidates inust virrite the papers in their own hapd. In no 
circumstances will they be allowed the hel^ of a sedbe to the 
answers for them, 

5. The Commission have discretion to fbc qualifying marks In any 


;pecial; 


or tn tiw aut^oeti it ttw examination. 

6. The candidatee are not permitted to use calculators or 
Mattiematleat or logartthmic tables for answering ot^ective type papers 
(Test Booklets). They should not, therefore, bring the same Inside 
examinaflon hall. 

SYLLABUS OF THE EXAMINATION 

PAPER-I-MATHEMATICS (Code No. 01) 

(Maximum Marl(s-- 300 ) 

Arithmetic: Number Systems—Natural numbers, Integers, Rational 
and Real numbers, Fundamental operations—Addition; Subtraction, 
Multiplication, Division, Square roots. Decimal fractions. 

Unitary methods—Time and distance, time and work. 
Percentage—applications to simple and compound interest, profit and 
loss. Ratio and proportion, variation. 

Elementary Number Theory. Division algorithm, Prime and 
composite numbers. Tests of divisibility by 2, 3,4,5,9 and 11, Multiples 
and factors, Factorisation Theorem, H.C.F. and LC.M., Euclidean 
algorithm. 

Logarithms to base 10, laws of logarithms. 

Mensuration: Areas of squares, rectangles, parallelograms, triangle 
and circle, Area of figures which can be split up into these figures 
(Field Book). Surface area and volume of cuboids, lateral surface and 
volume of right circular cones and cylinders, Sur^ce area and volume 
of spheres. 

Algebra: Basic Operations, simple factors. Remainder Theorem, 
H.C.F., L.C.M. 0 I polynomials. Solutions of quadratic equations, relation 
between Its roots and coefficients, (Only real roots to be considered). 
Simultaneous linear equations to two unknown analytical and graphical 
solutions. Practical problems leading to two simultaneous linear 
equations in two variables or quadratic equations in one variable and 
their solutions. Set language and set notation. Rational srpression 
and conditional Identities. Laws of indices. 

Geometry: Lines and angles, Plane and plana figures, Theorems on 
(0 Properties of angles at a point, (//) Parallel lines, (///) Sides and 
angles of a triangle, (A/) Congruency of triangles, (t^ Simitar triangles, 
(vf) Concurrence of medians and altitudes, (vfr) Properties of angles, 
sides and diagonals of a parallelogram, rectangle and square, (viil) 
Circles and their properties including tangents and normals, (AO loci. 
IMgonometry: Sine X, Cosine X, Tangent X when 0 °^ X ^ 90 ° 
Value of sine X, cos X and tan X for X a D°, 30°, 45°, 60° and go<> 
Simple tr^jonometric Identities. Use of trigonometrical tables. 
Simple cases of heights and distances. 

Stalleliee: CoBectlon and tabulation of statistical data. Graphical 
representation—frecpiency polygons, histograms, bar charts, pie charts 
etc. ' 

CalGuiatton of mean of raw and grouped date. 

PAPER-n-QENERAL ABILITY TEST (Code No. 02) 
(Maximum Merke—600) 

Part'A'-ENGUSH (Maximum Marke- 200 ) 

The quaelion paper >in English will be designed to test the 
canMeMli undwetwcling of English and woridnan 4 iks use of words. 
The ayila^ covaca vi^s^wpects like Grammar and usage, 
vooa))u^(,iOeiMrihaiMion«xi ooheskm In extended t^ 
candiditoa pimdaney in English. 

iRMt HHAINERAL KNOmJDGE (Maximum Marke-SOO) 
The (|pi(Uf|lQr»)Mip^ OR Genera) Kjrx)^^ 

Mibjaeti : PIqrabi, P^MRietry, General Scimce; Social Studies, 
Geography and OunaimEvenia. 


The ejfiabus given belopiir is designed to Indicate Ow scope of 
these subj^ Induded in this paper. The topics mentioned are not to 
be regarded as exhausthra; and questions on topics of siiTrilar nature 
not specifically mentioned in the syllabus may also be asked. 
Candidate's answers are expected to show their knowledge end 
intelligent understanding of the subject. 

Section ‘A* (Physics) 

Physical PropertiM and States of Matter, Mass, Weight, Volur, e. 
Density and Specific Gravity, Principle of Archimedes, Pressure 
Barometer. 

Motion of objects, Velocity and Acceleration. Newton's Laws of 
Motion. Force and Momentum, Parallelogram of Forces, Stability and 
Equilibrium of bodies, Gravitation, elementary ideas of Work, Power 
and Energy. 

Effects of HeaL Measurement of Temperature and Heat, Change 
of State and Latent Heat, Modes of transference of Heat. 

Sound waves and M properties. Simple musical instruments. 

RecUNnear propagation of Light, Reflection and refraction, 
Spherical rrdrrors and Lenses, Human Eye. 

Natural and Artificial Magnets, Properties of a Magnet, Earth as 
a Magnet. 

Static and Current Electricity, Condur^ors and Non-conductors, 
Ohm’s Law, Simple Electrical Circuits, Heating, Lighting and Magnetic 
effects of Current, Measurement of Bectrical Power, Primary and 
Secondary Cells, Use of X-Rays. 

General Principles in the working of the following: 

Simple Pendulum, Simple Pulleys, Siphon, Levers, Balloon, 
Pumps, l^drometer. Pressure Cooker, Thermos Flask, Gramophone, 
Telegraphs, Telephone, Periscope, Telescope, Microscope, Mariner^ 
Compass, Lightning Conductors, Safety Fuses. 

Section ‘B* (Chemistry) 

Physical and Chemical changes. Elements, Mixtures and 
Compounds, Symbols, Formulae and simple Chemical Equations, 
Law of Chemical Combination (excluding problems). Properties of Air 
and Water. 

Preparation and Properties of Hydrogen, Oxygen, Nitrogen and 
Carbon diodde; Oxidation and Reduction. 

Acids, Bases and Salts. 

Carbon-Oifferent forms. 

FertiHzers-Natural and Artificial. 

Materials used in the preparation of substances Hke Soap, Glass, 
Ink, Paper, Cement, Paints, Safety Matches and Gun-Powder. 

Elementary Ideas about the Structure of Atom, Atomic Equivato. 
and Molecular Weights, Valency. 

Section 'C* (General Science) 

Diffeiin«(iykiivra^ 

Bask M Utii^eiK Protoplasrns and Tissues,- 

Growth Mk:I.Bepro<hiction In Plants araf Animals. 

Elemetiiisy tdwiMid ge ef human body and Its (mpofitwt organs. 

CommoR Epidemics, their causes and prevention. 

Fbod-Gource of Energy for Man, Constituent of food. Balanced 
Diet. 

The Solar System, Meteors and Comets, Eclipses. 

Achievements of Eminent Scientists. 

Section ‘D* (History, Freedom Movement etc.) 

A broad survey of Indian History, with emph^s on Culture and 
CMfisation. 

Freedom Movement in India. 

Eieinordary study of Indian Constitution and Administration. 

Elefflentary knowledgs of Five Year Plans of India. 

Panchiyatl Ri^, Cosiperaflves and Community Development. 

Bhoodan, Sarvodaya, National Integration and Welfare State, 

' '/k ■ 

v;;-, , 'irMAfKweetidkm^^ 
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Basic teachings of Mahatma Gandhi. 

Forces shaping the modern world; Renaissance, Exploration and 
Discovery, War of American Independence, French Revolution; 
Industrial Revolution and Russian Revolution, Impact of Science and 
Technology on Society. 

Concept of one World, United Nations, Panchsheel, Democracy, 
Socialism and Communism, Role of India in the Present World. 
Section 'E’ (Geography) 

The Earth, its shape and size, Latitudes and Longitudes, Concept 
of Time, International Date Une, Movements of Earth and their effects. 

Origin of Earth, Rocks and their classification; Weathering- 
Mechanical and Chemical, Earthquakes, and Volcanoes. 

Ocean Currents and Tides. 

Atmosphere and its composition; Temperature and Atmospheric 
Pressure, Planetary Winds, Cyclones and Anti-cyclones; Humidity; 
Condensation and Precipitation; Types of Climate, Major Natural 
regions of the World. 

Regional Geography of India—Climate, Natural vegetation. 
Mineral and power resources; location and distribution of Agricultural 
and Industrial activities. 

Important Sea Ports and main sea, land and air routes of India. 


Main items of Imports and Exports of India. 

Section 'P (Current Events) 

Knowiedge of important events that have happened in India in 
the recent years. 

Current important worid events. 

Prominent personalities—both Indian and International including 
those connected with cultural activities and sports. 

NOTE: Out of maximum marks assigned to Part 'B' of this paper 
question on Sections ‘A', ‘B’. ‘C, ‘D’, ‘E’ and ‘P wiil carry approximately 
25%, 15%, 10%, 20%, 20% and 10% weightages respectively. 

INTELLIGENCE AND PERSONALITY TEST 

In addition to the interview, the candidates will be put to 
Intelligence Test both verbal and non-verbal designed to assess their 
basic intelligence. They will also be put to Group Test, such as group 
discussions, group planning, out-door group tasks and asked to give 
brief lectures on specified subjects. All these tests are intended to 
judge the mental calibre of a candidate. In broad terms this is really 
an assessment of not only his intellectual qualities but also his social 
traits and interest in current affairs. The maximum marks obtainable 
at these tests are 900. 


SECTION I : ENGUSH LANGUAGE 


The question paper usually has the following questions; 

1. Spotting errors 

2. Sentence Improvement 

3. Synonyms 

4. Antonyms 

5. Comprehension 

6. Ordering of words in a sentence 

■7. Selecting words 

We will deal with each one by one. 

1. Spotting errors 

It is advisable to go over a book on grammar to be able to 
attempt this section. We recommend Wren and Martin: High School 
Grammar and Common errors of Indian Students. 

We give some typical errors encountered. First attempt the six 
questions yourself, then look for the explanation. 

Directions: 

(i) In this section 6 sentences are given. Each sentence has three 
parts, indicated by (a), (b), and (c). Read each sentence to find out 
whether there is an error. If you find an error in any one of the parts 
(a, b, c), indicate your response by blackening the letter related to 
that part in the Answer Sheet provided. If a sentence has no error, 
indicate this by blackening 'd' which stands for "No error". 

(«) Errors may belong to grammar, usage or idiom. Examples P 
and Q have been solved for you. 

P. My friend and myself(a) study togelher(l>) during 
holidays.(c) No error.(if) 

Q. The rice from Dehradun is(<») more superior(b) to that of 
Saharanpur.(c) no error.fd). 

Soluiion: 

The correct answer for P is letter 'd‘ because the sentence has no 
mistake in it. The correct answer for Q is 'b' because the mistake in 
the sentence is in the part carrying the letter '6'. 

Now attempt items 1 to 6. 

1. On hearing the news over the radio that(fl) India has won the 
hockey match,(b) I jumped with joy.(c) No error.fd) 

1 In no case we can measure(e) the candidates' .performance in 
a way(b) that is absolutely correct.(c) No error.(4 ’ 


3. Rajendra is one of those(rt) who always speak(f») what he 
thinks.(c) No error.((f) 

4. No sooner did((i) the doctor enter the house(/') then the 
patient died.(r) No error.(<f) 

.S. The manager called the clerk and said whcther(/i) he was in 
the habit of(h) sleeping at home as well.(c) No ern>r.((f) 

6. 1 don't rembember having met him before,(a) although the 
voice sounds(b) rather familiar to mc.{c) No errorfd) 

2. Sentence Improvement (Hems 7 to 12) 

Directions 

Look at the underlined part of each sentence. Below each sentence arc 
given three possible substitutions for the underlined part. If one of them 

(a), (b) or (c) is belter than the underlined part, indicate your response on 
the Anstoer Sheet against the corresponding letter (a), (h) or (c). If none of 
the substitutions improve the sentence, indicate (d) as your response on the 
Answer Sheet. Thus a ‘No improvement' response will he signified hy the 
letter (d). Examples R and S have been solivd for you. 

R. The young child sung a very sweet song. 

(a) singed the 

(b) singed 

(c) sang a 

(d) No improvement 

s. j.haYe alfyfltly read, this book twice, 

(<?) I already twice have read this book. 

(b) I twice have already read thi$ book. 

(c) I have twice already read this book. 

(d) No improvement. 

Explanation; 

For item R, the correct sentence should read, "Jhe young child 
sang a very sweet song", 'c' is therefore, the correct answer. 

Item S is a correct sentence. None of the changes sugge.sted will 
improve it. 'd' is therefore, the correct answer. 

Errors may be in grammar, appropriate wotd usage or idioms. 
There may be a necessary word missing or there may. be a word 
which should be removed. 

Nmb attempt items 7 to 12. 

7. What were you doing ever amce.l last saw you? 
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(a) did you do {h) are you doing 

(c) have you been doing [d) no improvement 

8. When he arrived to attend the wedding m his brother, he 
had been dressed in a dark suit. 

(a) was dressed (b) had dressed 

(c) dressed (d) no improvement 

9. If I shall pass this examination, my mother will be very 
happy. 

(a) will pass {b) pass 

(r) would pass (d) no improvement 

id. Do you know who she is g oin g to marry? 

(a) who is she going (p) whom she is going 

(c) to whom she is going (d) no improvement 

il. The detectives followed oa several clues but failed to hnd 
the murderer. 

(a) through (b) up 

(c) by (d) no improvement 

11 The District Collector gave up the prizes to the winners at 
the end of the function. 

(a) gave out (b) gave away 

(c) gave back (d) no improvement 

3. Synonyms 

To do this and the next section, it is advisable to develop a good 
vocabulary. Regular reading and word exercises help. Do the Word 
Power Section in Tun CoMnniioM M,\STrR regularly. 

Directions: 

In ibis Seclioii you find a number of sivlences, parts of which are 
underlined. You may also find only a group of xoords uihkb is underlined. 
For each underlined jwrt. four xivrds/phrascs are listed below. Choose the 
uwd/plirase nearest in meaning to the underlined part and blacken the 
corresponding space on the Ansuvr Sheet. 

Example 'E' is solved for you. 

E. His style is quite transparent. 

(a) verbose (b) involved 

(c) lucid (if) witty 

Explanation: In item 'E' the word "lucid" is nearest in meaning 
to the word "transparent". So 'c' is the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 13 to 17. 

13. He gave such a vivid description of the house we wanted to 
rent that we did not have to look at it. 

(fl) confused (b) detailed 

(c) simple (d) clear 

14. The perpetual noise made it impossible for them to 
concentrate on the problems. 

(a) irritating (b) constant 

(c) unlimited (d) recurrent 

15. All his attempts to win the favour of his boss proved 

inffuctupua' 

(e) meaningless (b) unnecessary 

<c) redundant (d) fruitless 

16. 1 wonder if his intervention in the dispute will be of any 

help. 

(a) interception (b) interruption 

(c) mediation (d) meddling 

17. Last evening I was held up at dte meeting. 

ia) delayed (b) stopped 

(e) detained (d) kept 

4. Antonynta (Items 18 to 22) \ 

DireetionK 

In this Section audt item consHts of t word or 'a phrase which is 
imdeWiW in fte sentence ^n. It ispawatd byfowr teer^ or phrases. 
Sekef Ike tumd or phrase umch f$, closest to the ophite hr meaning of the 


underlined word or phrase. 

Example "F^ has been arrived for you. 

F. Lucy is a smart girl. 

(a) lazy (b) active 

(c) indecent (d) casual 

Explanation: Tbe word "lazy" is neatest to the opposite in 
meaning of the word "smart". So 'a' is the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 18 to 22. 

18. There was a marginal increase in his pay. 

(a) peripheral (b) significant 

(c) negligible (d) unforeseen 

19. The geologists declared that the fossil was authentic . 

(a) fake (b) beautiful 

(c) old (d) new 

20. The committee set about making provisional arrangements 
for the annual conference. 

(a) permanent (b) lasting 

(c) abiding (d) unconditional 

21. He climbed up a stationary wagon. 

(a) standing (b) shunting 

(c) speeding (d) moving 

21 It is surprising to find her condoning such an act. 

(a) forbidding (b) disliking 

(c) condemning (d) disparaging 

5. Comprehension 

Die passages that are asked are usually short and simple, but 
comprehension can be improved by reading books and magazines. 

A regular reading habit is most important. For practice, do the English 
Section in The Compeiition Master regularly. 

(Items 23-26) 

Directions: 

In this Section you lave short passages. After each passage you will 
find four questions based on the passage. 

Read passage and answer the questions that follow: 

Passage ' 

At twenty-seven Van Gc^h considered himself a failure. He 
had been unable to make a living, much less a career as an art dealer, 
a teacher, or a missionary. Since he had no hope of succeeding in any 
field approved by a society dedicated to success, he chose what 
seemed the most eccentric and hopeless form of unemployment: he ; 
decided to be an artist, in spite of adversities, he sought a medium 
which would spread courage; he wanted to show gratitude for life 
itself. Van Gogh did not aim to be a great artist; he merely hoped to 
record the faces and hardships of tte painfully poor, of whom he 
was one of the humblest. 

23. Which of the following statements may be a.ssumed to be 
true from the information in the passage? 

A. Van Gogh wished to depict the tribulations and sufferings 
of the poor in his paintings. 

B. Van Gogh had nothing in life for which he could be grateful 

C. Van Gogh's ambition was to become a famous painter. 

D. Van Gogh considered himself poor and humble. 

Choose the comet answer from the codes given below: 

(a) B and C (b) C and D 

(c) A and D (d) A, B,C and D 

24. "In spite of adversities, he sought a medium vriiich would 
spread courage." Which one of the following attitudes to life is 
revealed by tfos statement? 

(e) Defeatist (b) Hopeless 

(c) Undismayed (d) Adventurous 

25. The prof^ion of an artist hasbeen described in the passage 
as "the tnc»t eccentric and hopeless form of unemployment". This 
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itatement can best be considered- 

(a) realistic (b) satirical 

(r) pessimistic (d) factual 

26. Van Gogh considered himself a failure because: 

(a) he was not as great an artist as he would have liked to be 

(b) he could not earn a living despite the fact that he had 
tried several professions 

(c) society did not give him the recognition he me rited 
(<0 the professfon Tie had chosen did not suit him 

6. Ordering of Words in a Sentence 
(Items 27 to 30) 

Directions: 

In each of the items 27-30, there is a sentence of which some parts 
have been jmblcd up. You ere required to re-arrenge these parts which are 
labelled P,Q,R and S to produce the correct sentence. Choose the proper 
sequence end mark in your Answer Sheet accordingly. 

Example; 

Z. It is well-known that 

(P) the effect 

(Q) is very bad 

(R) on children 

(S) of cinema. 

The proper sequence ^ould be 

(a) PSRQ (6) SPQR 

(c) SRPQ (d) QSRP 

Explanation: The proper way of writing the sentence is: It is 
well-known that the effect of cinema on children is very bad.' This 
ia indicated by the sequence PSRQ and so 'a' is the correct answer. 
Now attempt items 27 to 30. 

27. Only 

(P) to make himself 

IQ) by shouting at the top of his voice 

(R) was he able 

(S) heard. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) QRPS • (b) PSQR 

(c) QPRS (d) PSRQ 

28. The Buddha 
(P) who had 

. (Q) set views 

: (R) was opposed to all those 

. V (S) or closed system of thought. 

Tlw prcDer sequence should be 
(fl) PQM (h) RPQS 

(c) PQSR (d) SRPQ 

29. The doctor's offer 

(P) not only saved Julie 

(Q) but enabled her to blossom into a happy woman 
JR) from the jaws of death 

(S) of marriage. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PSQR (h) PQRS 

(f) SPQR (d) SPRQ 

30. Towards midnight 

(P) so that the sky was lighted with 

(Q) and the clouds drifted away, 

(R) the rain ceased 

(S) the incredible lamp of stars. 

The proper sequence should be 

, (a) RPQS (b) SQPR 

(c) RQPS (d) SPQR 

Note: 1b attempt these questkms and- rsccmstructlng ^stages, 


it is advisable to work from the dtdees rather than solving the 
questiems. Tick the choice which, on reading, makes the coherent . 
sentence. 

7. Selecting Words (Items 31-35) 

Directions: 

In the Jbllmoing sentences at certain points you are given a choice of 
three xoords—one of which is most appropriate. Choose the best word out 
of the three. Mark Ik letttr, viz, 'a', 'b', or Y relating to this word on your , 
Ansjoer Sheet. Examples 'K' and T have been solved for you. • 

K. The river has been- 

(a) rising 

(b) raising 

(c) arising 
all night. 

L. We built the raft- 

(a) too strong 

(b) very strong 

(c) strong enough I 

to hold us. 

, Explanation: 

Out of the list given in 'K' only 'rising' is the correct answer 
because a river cannot be raised, it rises on its tnvn. So 'a' is to be 
marked on the Answer Sheet for item 'K'. For item 'L', 'c' is the 
correct answer. In order to solve these items you have to first read 
the whole sentence and then decide what the most appropriate word 
is. 

Man can speak. He has language. Animals have no language. 
Through the unifying force of language, a mind— 

31. (a) although 

(b) otherwise 

(c) further 

sunk in itself, combines with- 

32. (a) others. 

(b) virtues. 

(c) principles. 

It is through speech ffiat the- 

33. (a) property 

(b) ego 

(c) mind 

I have is prcqected- 

34. (a) into 

(b) under 
(e) to 

other minds, and those in turn- 

35. (a) lose 

(b) become 

(c) change 

part of my own. i 


_ ANSWERS AND EXPUNATIONS 

1. (b) The sentence is in the past tense, hence it ^ould be "India 

had won..." 

2. (fi) "In no case can we measure....* « 

3. (b) Since Rt^dra is siitgulnr, he always speaks. 

4. (c) It is always "no sooner 

5. (a) Since the manager is enquiring, it should be ^asked'not'sakP. 

6. (d) 

7. (c) The science ^ouid be in the past t^timxmb tense., 

8. (a) Ihe sentence Should be in the past lMiie. . 

9. (b) 'shaM' is ledimdant " . '' ’ 

10. (jf) Choioe'b'ia the mort direct and it should t«%h 0 m*andnol 
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It ({>) Ont 'follows up' on certain courses of action. Revise 
prepositionB thoroughly. 

IZ {b) Pri 2 »s ate given away. 

I 13. (<0 Vivid m«ms very ci»r. 

14. [b) Perpetual means of long duration or constant. 

15. (d) Infructuous means useless. 

16. (d) Intervention means interference or meddling. 

17. (c) To hold up means to detain. 

18. (t>) Marginal means very little. The opposite is signiRcant. 

19. (a) Authentic means re^. The opposite is fake. 

20. (a) Provisional means temporary. The opposite is permanent. 

21. (d) Stationary means not moving. The opposite is moving, not 

speeding. 

22. (c) Condone is to forgive. The opposite is to Condemn. 

23. (c) The passage says that Van Gogh wanted to record the hices of 

the poor and he was the humblest. 

24. (c) The statement shows that he was undismayed by the 

adversities. 

25. (a) The statement tells the true picture of artists. 

26. (b) He had tried various professions. 

27. (a) 

28 . (b) 

29. (d) 

30. (c) 

31. (h) Otherwise is the better option than although. 

32. (a) Others 

33. (e) The para talks about the mind. 

34. (a) into is the best choice. 

35. (h) 

SECTION II: GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
A reading of the syllabus prescribed shows that physics, 
chemistry and general science is of the level of class 12. It is thus 
advisable to study the school books and do the past papers to get an 
idea about the types of questions that can be asked. A reading of 
General Knowledge Refresher by O.P. Khanna helps, since it collects 
commonly asked questions. It is Important to know the pritrdpies of 
commcmly used (Ejects such as pendulums, pressure cookers and 
the principles of radio, television, wireless and so on. < 

For Section D and E, read school books on history and geography 
and die freedom movement. Some portion of the syllabus, such as 
Five Year Plans, Indian Constitution and Panchayati carrbe found 

in Currenl.Affairs and Backgrounders published by Khanna Brothers. 
The book also covers current affairs requited for Section F. 

After doing the basics, it is advisable to do the past question 
papers publirfuA in The CoMCErmoN Mastee. This will give you an 
idea abmtt die preparation that is required as also ^ orientation. 
Many quesUons will have confusing choices so it is important to 
kn^.the basics well. Others will have groups to matdi with two 
cofuaihs. If one knotys one on two answers in this, one can attempt 
the question. It is advisable to make intefiigentguesses though blind 
guessing should be avoided. 

SECTION HI: MATHEMATICS 
The iniportaince of knowing your tebles, dedmals, fractions and 
formulae cannot be ovet^emphiu^. Man/questions can bd solved 
by looking at die chokes. Wt g^ve below some things which can be 
teSsIhttbered easily. 1 ' ' ' I 

iliHiiben; Remember die power of lid hi ^ firifowlng: 

bdUont (9) atul mmW- Somd|l|p^ns 


Z Raddnal and Ui^onal numben; hfidhbars 
expressed in the form -S’, where p and q ate initgerii am 

^ 1 3 -S 

Examplescrfrational numbers are ^,-g, •^,O,3,lS0etc.;lrtBtionai 

numbers an dwse which wh^ expressed in decimal would be. hi 
nm-tsrminating and non<repeating form. Examples of hrafionai 
; tttiffibeKere; Z 3,5, and so on. 

3. Divifioii: Divideid = (Divisor x CXiotient) + Remainder. . 

4. fosis of divisIbiUly: A number can be chected for divisibitity 
by the following mediods; 

By 2i If the last didt of the given number is even or zero. 

By 3: If the sum of die digits of the number an divisible by 3. 
By 4 : If die sum of the last two digits of the number is divisible 

by 4. 

By S; If the last digit of the number is either zero or 5. 

By 6: If the numbn is divisible by 2 as well as 3. 

By 8: If the sum of the last three digits of the number is divisible 

by 8. 

By 9: If the sum of the digits is divisible by 9. 

By 10: If the last digit is zero. 

By 11: If the difference between the sum of the odd digits and 
the evendighs in a number is either zero or divisible by 11. 

5. Short cuts for multiplying; Large muldplications should be 
avoided. Instead, look for shortcuts to do the sums; 

lb multipty by 99, 999, 9999 ...: Place as many zeroes after the 
number and m&tract the number. 

To multiply by 5°; Put n zeroes to the fight of the number and 
divide it by 2*. 

6. HGF and LCM The HCF of two or more numbers is die 
greatest number that diodes each one of them exactly. 

The L04 of tvvo or more numbers is the product of the highest 
powers of all the prime factors that occur in the numbers. 

Product of two numbers s HCF x LCM. 


HCF of Fractions ^ 


(HCF of numerators) 
LCM of Denominators 


(LCM of numerators) 

LCM of Fractions = of Denominatora 

7. ^arolification: 1b simplify an expression, always use the 


Sturolifi 
ipedned i 


order spedned in BODMAS: Brackets, Of, IXvision, Multiplication, 
^Addition and Subtraction. 

Oquarc roots: Learn the square roots upto 16 and squares 
upto 3Z Make memory cards to help remember foese figures. 

1. Square roots can be approximated by using a' -t. where 
a is the nearestiroot of the number and r is the remainder. Henrx 

85 ■ 9’ 4- ^, which gives the square root of 85 as 9.22 aj»piDXimateiy. 

One can approximate square roots easily by this method. 

Z To square a number, try putting it in the form (a * bp. Thus 
IIP » (100 + ISP » lOP + 15* + 2(100 X 15), which can be easily 


9. Percentages: Learn the fraction equivalents 25%, 
111 

j « 33%, j » 20%, g » 16%, etc. Many questions can be solved 
.‘Inter if we know these Rguies. 
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To find growth ^reentage or percentage change, always use; 
(NewQuantity - OldQuantity) jqq 
O ld Quantity 

10. Averages: Averages are found by adding up the values and 
dividing by the number of values. 

a 

11. Ratio and proportion: Can be written as a : b or 

If a : b s c: d, then be = ad. 

12. Profit and Loss: Profit = SP - CP. Loss = CP - SP. 

Gain or loss 

Gain or loss per cent =--xlCX) 

Marked price is what is marked in the shop. It is neither CP nor 
SP. 

13. Interest; 

PxRxT 


In compound interest, A = P(1 + 

14. Time and distance: Remember the formula, 

Distance - Speed x Time 

To convert km/hr into m/s, multiply by ~. 

18 

To convert m/s to km/hr, multiply by ~. 

To calculate average speed, use the formula: 

2 xy 

Average speed » . where x and y are the speeds. 

X -r y 

To calculate when two bodies will cross each other, use the 


formula: Time = 


Distance 


Relative speed 

Speed is added when bodies are going in opposite directions 
and subtracted when bodies are going in the same direction, to find 
the relative speed. 

- 15. Time and work; a person can do a piece of work in x days, 

1 

the work done by him in 1 day will be ~. 

Conversely, if 1 day's work of a person is then he can finish 
the work in x days. 

If A is faster than B and is twice as good in his work, the ratio 
of the work done by A and B will be 2:1. 

How'ever, the ratio of lime taken by A and B will be in the ratio 
of 1 : 2 . 

16. Areas and volumes: 

Rectangle 

Area » Length x Breadth 
(i) DiagonaP = Length* + Breadth* 

Square 

Area = Side* = ^ Diagonal* 

Four walls of a room 


Area = 2{ljength+Breadth) x Height 
Triangle widi sides a, b, c 

Area * V9(s- a)(s -b)(s-c) 

where * = 2 (a+b+c) 

Triangle with base b and height h 

Area = - 2 - x b x h 

Parallelogram * 

Area = Base x Height 
Rhombus with diagonals d, and dj 

Area = •! (d, x dj) 

Trapezium 

Area = (sum of parallel sides) x height 
Quadrilateral with diagonal d 

2 (d)(sum of perpendiculars on d from opposite vertices) 

Circle with radius r 
Circumference = 2n’ r 
Area = «• r* 

. , itr^O 

Area of sector =- 

360 

Volumes are given by the following table: 

Solid 

Cube with side x 
Volume = X* 

Surface area = 6x* 

Longest diagonal = 3x 

Cuboid with length I, breadth b and height h units 
Volume = / X b X h 
Surface area = 2(/b + bh + /h) 

Longest diagonal = V/' + b' + h^ 

Cylinder with radius r and height h 
Volume = r*h 
Curved surface area = 2;rrh 
Total surface area = 2^ rh + Ijr r* 

Sphere with radius r 

4 

Volume = g ar r’ 

Surface area = r* 

Cone with radius r and height h 

Volume = ~ r*h 

Slant height / = 

Curved surface area = » rl 

17. Logs: The following laws are important: « 

1. Log of 1 to any base is 0. (x° = 1 for any x). 

2. Log of any number to the same base is 1. (Log,a s ], since 
a' = a). 

3. Log of any number is the sum of the logs of its factors, 
(log mn = log m ')■ log n). 

4. Log of a fraction is the log of numerator minus leg ' 
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denominator (log ” = log m - log n). 

5. Log a' = X log a. 

6. Log> X log,a = 1 

18. GEOMETRY 

1. ParalieLLines: The following rules are useful: 

(i) Corresponding angles arc equal. 

(«) Alternate angles are equal. 

(Hi) Interior angles on the same side an* supplementary. 

2. Triangle: A triangle is a three-sided figure. It has the following 
properties; 

{/■) The sum of all the angles is 180*. 

(//) The exterior angle is equal to the sum of the interior opposite 
angles. 

There .arc (i exterior angles of the triangle. 

((»') An interior and exterior angle is supplementary. 

(iv) The sum of any two sides is always greater than the third 

side. 

{v) The difference of any two sides is always less than the third 

side. 

(I'/J The side opposite the greater angle will be the greatest 

side. 

(ph) a triangle has at least 2 acute angles. 

A median of a triangle is the line from a vertex to the 
midpoint of the oppsite side. The centroid is the pint at which 
the medians of the triangle meet. The centroicf'dividcs the medians 
in the ratio 2:1. The median bisects tire area of the triangle. 

Angle bisector theorem; T he bisector of any angle of a triangle 
divides the opposite side in the ratio of the two adjacent sides. 

The isosceles triangle: Is a triangle in which two sides are 
equal and two angles are also equal. 

Equilateral triangle: Is a triangle in which all sides are equal 
and all angles are also equal (hO®)- 

Height = “ side. 

Area = ^ (side)L 
4 

Inradius = (height) 

2 

Circumradius = ^ (height). 

Right angled triangle: The Theorem of Pythagoras is 
repatedly used, which states that the square of tlie hypotenuse 
equals the sum of the squares of the other two sides. 

The median to the hypotenuse bisects the hyptenuse, which 
is also the circumradius of the triangle. 

Pythagorean triplets: The following are some examples of 
Pythagorean triplets: 

3,4,5; 

5,12,13; 

7.24,25; 

8,15.17; « 

9,40,41; 

11,60,61; ! 


12,35.37; 

16,63,65; 

20,21,29. 

Congruency: Two triangles are congruent if: 

1. Two sides and the included angle of one triangle are 
respectively equal to the two sides and Ore included angle of the 
second triangle (SAS). 

2. Three sides of the first are respectively equal to die three 
sides of the second triangle (SSS). 

3. Two angles and a side of the first are respectively equal to 
the two angles and one side of the other triangle (AAS). 

4. The hyptenuse and one side of a right-angled triangle 
are respectively equal to die hyptenuse and one side of another 
right angled triangle (RHS). 

Similarity: Two triangles are similar if: 

1. Three angles of one triangle are respectively equal to three 
angles of the second (AAA). 

2. Two angles of one triangle are respectively equal to two 
angles of the second (AA), 

3. TWo sides of one triangle are proportional to two sides erf 
the other and the included angles are equal (SAS). 

In a right angled triangle, the altitude to the hypotenuse 
separates the triangle into two triangles which are similar to 
each other arid to the original triangle. 

Midpoint theorem: The line joirung the naidpints of any 
two sides of a triangle is parallel to the diird side and equal to 
half of it. 

Basic proportionality theorem: A line parallel to one side of 
a triangle divides the other two sides proportionally. 

3. Polygons; A polygon is any clos^ plane figure. A triangle 
is a polygon with 3 sides, a quadrilateral with 4 sides, a pentagon 
with 5 sides and a hexagon with 6 sides. A plygon with infinite 
sides is a circle. 

A regular polygon is one which has all sides and angles 
equal. 

In a plygon, the sum of all the interior angles is (2n'4) right 
angles. 

Area = “ (perimeler){pcrpendicular Irom centre to any side). 

Quadrilaterals; In a quarilateral, the sum of all four angles 
is 360”- 

Area = ^ (one diagonal)(sum of perpendiculars it jfiram 
opposite vertices) 

Straight lines joining the midpints of the adjacent sides of 
any quadrilateraliorms a prallelc^ram. 

4. Circles: Some qualities of circles are given below; 

1. A tangent touches a circle at only one point. A chord is any 
line joining any two points on the circle. When die chord passes 
through t^ centre, it becomes the diameter. 

2. A tangent is prpendicuiar to the radius, 

3. A prpendicuiar from die centre of the circle to the mid¬ 
pint of a chord is perpendicular to the chord. Equal chords are 
equidistant from the centre. The reverse is also true. 
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4. There is only one circle dut can pass through three non- 
coUinear points. 

5. Tangents drawn from an external point are equal. 

6 . The angle subteiided by an arc of a circle at the centre is 
double the angle subtended by it at any point on the remaining 
part of the circle. 

7. Angles in the same segment are equal. 

8 . The angle in a semi ci^e is a right angle. . 

9. In a c)'clic quadrilateral, the sum of the opposite angles is 
]g 0 °. If one side of cyclic quadrilateral is produced, then the 
exterior angle is equal to the interior opposite angle. The 
quadrilateral formed by angle bisectors of a cyclical quadrilateral 
Is also cycUc. 

10. Equal arcs make equal chords. 

tl. When two circles touch, their centres and the point of contact 
are coilinear. If they touch externally, the distance between their 
centres is equal to the sum of radii and if the deles touch internally, 
the distance between the centres equals the difference of the radii. 

12. If from the point of contact of a tangent, a chord is drawn 
then the angle which-the chord makes with the tangent Is equal to 
the angle formed by the chord in the alternate segment 

TRIGONOMETRY 

In a right angled triangle, three ratios must be learnt: 

1. Sin A » Opposite/Hypotenuse 

2. Cos A = Adjacent/Hypotenuse 

3. Tan A = Opposite/Adjacent 

Some important ratios are given in the following table: 

I Angle I_Ratio _1 



ALGEBRA 

Quadratic equations: The equation ax’ bx -t- c » 0 where a, b, 
c are real numbers and a«t0, is a quadratic equation. Quadratic 
equations can be solved by factorising. Two solutions are obtained, 
which are also called roots of the equation. 

If the equation ax’ bx -t- c s 0 cannot be factorised, the roots 
are obtained by the formula 

-f»± 


If a and p are the roots so obtained, then 
-h + \b^ -4ac 


-4ac 


Nate that; . ■ ; ' 

a) If b’ - 4ac is positive, the roots arid areboth real and unequal. 

b) If b’ - 4ac is a perfect square, then the roots are rational and 
unequal. 

c) If b’ - 4ac is zero, then the roots are resl and equal. 

if) If b’ - 4ac is negative, the toots are complex and .untequal., 
Tbe value of b’ - 4ac is caUed the discriminant. 

If a and 0 are the roots of a quadratic jeqjuation 
ax’ + bx + c = 0 , then 

a + 6 = and ~. • 

a a 

Formulae: It is useful to remember the following formulae: 

1 . (x+y)’ = x’ + 2 xy -v y’. 

2 . (x-y)’ = x’ - 2 xy + y’. 

3. (x+y)’ - (x-y)’ = 4xy. 

4. (x+y)’ +(x-y)’ = 2(x’ + y’). 

5. (x+y)’ = x’ + )'’ +3xy(x+y). 

6 . (x-y)’ = x’ - y’ -3xy(x-y). 

7. x’-y’ = (x+y)(x-y). 

8 . x’ + y’ = (x+y)(x’+y’-xy). 

9. x’-y’ = (x-y)(x’ + y’ + xy). 

10 . (x + y + z)’ = (x’ + y’ + z’+ 2 (xy + yz + xz)]. 

11. x’ +y’ + z’ -3xyz = (x + y + z)(x’ + y’ + z’ -xy -yz - zx). 

12. If X + y + z = 0, then x’ + y’ + z’ = 3xyz. The converse is also 

true. 

Surds and indices: The following formulae are u.<ieful: 

1. a™ X a" = a"*". 


3. (a")" = a™. a 

4. (ab)" = a"b" and (~)" = ~— 

5. a” = 1. " 

6 . "a = a'/". 

7. "a.b = "a."b. 


Sets: 

n(AUB) = n(A) + n(B). 

If the sets intersect, then n(AUB) = n(A) + n(B) - n(AB). 

For three sets, n(AUBUC) = n(A) + n(B) + n(C) - n{AB) - 
n(BC) -n(CA) + n(ABC). 

19. STATISTICS 

Primary data: Data collected by the investigator himself with a 
specific plan in mind. 

Secondary data: Data collected by someone other than the 
investigator. 

Presentation of data: Putting the data in the form of tables, in 
condensed form. 

Frequency: The number of times an observation occurs. 

Frequency distribution: A tabular arrangement of data showing 
the frequency of each observation. 

Graphical representation: Data can be put in the form of bar 
charts, subdivided bar diagrams, pie charts, and so on. A histogram 
is a graphical representation of a frequency distribution in the form 
of rectangles one after the other with heights proportional to tha 
frequencies. * 

Mean: The average of all the numbers is known as the mean. 

Median: The value of the middle observation when data are 
arranged in ascending of descending order of magnitude. 

Variance: The measure of dispersion about the mean. 

Standard denatbn: The squm root of the vatiatipA, .. 

Mean deviation: The measure of diversion ab^t to n^hut. 
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1. If sin (30" - 0 ) = cos ( 6 O" + 0 ), then: 

(fl) 0-0 = 30° (f>) 0-0=0° 

(c) 0+0 = 60° (< 1 ) 0-0 = 60° 

2. The value of cos 1°. cos 2 °. cos 3°.cos 89° cos 90° 


(fl) 1 (b)j {c)j^. id )0 

3. The smallest positive angle satisfying the equation 

1 

sin’ 0 - 2 cos 0 + —= 0 is: 

(«)f (fc)f (c) f (rf) f 

. sin 9 cos 9 

4. If- - + —- = 2, then the value of 0 is: 

cos 9 sm 9 ^ 

(fl) 90° (b) 60° (c) 45° {d) 30° 

5. Maximum value of cos’ x + cos’ y - cos’ z is: 

(fl) 0 (b) 1 (c) 3 id) 2 

1 + cos A 

is equal to: 


(<i) sec A + tan A 


1-cosA 


(c) cosec A + cot A {<!) -:—-T 

' sm A+ cos A 

7. Ifacos 0 -bsin 0 =c,thenasm 0 +bcos 0 is equal 


(<*) ±Vb^+c^-a^ 
(c) ±Vc^ + a*-‘b^ 


(i*) ±Va^+b^-c^ 
(^) ±Va*+b* + c^ 


8. The value of 




sin^a+sin^ac 08 *a+-co 8 *ot ‘ 


, (<i)0 (b)*. (c) l (<f) i 

sec ^0 

9. If 4 sin 0 ■ 3 cos 0 , ttien 4 ^|r^ ' i 0 j “ 

wf wf wi (fli 

cosii '/. ■ 




(c) tan 0 + cot 0 (<f) tan 0 - cot 0 

11. If tan A + sin A = m and tan A - sin A = n, then m’ - n’ 
is equal to: 

(a) 2-Jmn (b) 4 mn (c) 4 ^/^ (d) 2 mn 

12. From die top of a light house 60 metre high, with its 

base at the sea level, the angle of depression of a boat is 30°. The 
distance of die boat from the foot of the light house is: 


(fl) 60^3 metre 


60 

(b) metre 


(c) 60 metre (d) 30^ metre 

13. If the shadow of a pole 3 metre high is 3^3 metre long, 
then the angle of elevation of the Sun is: 

(fl) 30° (b) 45° (c) 60° (<f) 75° 

14. The angle of elevation of a jet fighter from a point P on 
the ground is 60°. After five seconds of flight, the angle of 

elevation changes to 45°. If die jet is flying at a height of 3000 
metre, dien the speed of the jet, in metre per second, is: 

(fl) 1000(3 -^3) (b) 200(3 -V3) 

(c) IOOOV 3 id) 600 

15. The angle of elevation of the top of a TV tower from 
three points A, B, C in a straight line through the foot of the 
tower are a, 2a and 3a respectively. If AB = x, then the height 
of the tower is: 

(a) X cosa (b) x sin 2 a 

(c) X sin 3a id) x tan a 

16. In the given figure, ABC is a triangle in which BC is 

produced to D.If zA : ZB : ZC : :3:2:1 and AC^rCE, then 
ZECD is: D 


(«) 30° (b) 45° (c) 60" (d) 72° 

17. IfXY,Zare3point8and?(Y«8cm,ZY«7cm,XZ*15 
cm, then consider the following statements: 

Assertion (A) ; X, Y, Z are colUnear. 

ReasonfR) XZ = XY + ZY. 

Of dwse statemnitst 

.(«) both .A and R are true and R is the correct 
‘ explanation of A 
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(b) both A and R ate true but R is not the correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

18. If on the number-line, three points L, M, N represent the 

15 9 

numbers —, — and respectively, then: 

(flf) M lies between L and N 

(b) L lies between M and N 

(c) N lies between M and L 

(d) N is to the left of M 

19. If the perimeter of an equilateral triangle is 36.9 metre 
and the length of an altitude is B metre, then the area of the 
triangle is; 

(rt) 29.2 m' (6) 39.2 m' 

(c) 49.2 m' (d) 59.2 m* 

20. The moving end A of the minute hand OA of a circular 
clock occupies successive positions B, C, D and E before coming 
back to position A after one hour. 'O' is the centre of the clock. 
If all the five arcs to which the circumfereice of the circle is 
divided by A, B, C, D and E subtend acute angle at the centre, the 
measures of which are exactly complete degrees, then the least 
measure of any two adjacent angles, say of .^AOC is: 

((?) 90" (b) 93" (c) 120" (d) 89" 

21. Which of the following pairs of lines can be parallel? 

1. Two tangents to a circle. 

2. Two diameters of a circle. 

3. A chord of a circle and a tangent to a circle. 

4. Two chords of a circle. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

Codes: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 2,3 and 4 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 (d) 1,2 and 4 

22. If the lengths of two sides of a triangle are given, then 
its area is greater when: 

(it) both the sides are greater than the third 

(b) the angle betwe«i the sides is a right angle 

(c) the angle between the sides is an obtuse angle 

(d) the angle between die sides is an acute angle 

23. Consider the following statements relating to the 
congruency of two right-angled triangles: 

1. Equality of two sides of one trian^ witii some two sides 
of the second makes die triangle congruent. 

2. Equality of the hypotenuse and a side of one triangle 
with the hypotenuse and a side of the second respectively makes 
the triangles congruent. 

3. Equality of the hypotenuse and an acute angle of one 
triangle with the hypotenuse and an angle of the second 
respectively makes the triangles congruent. 

Of these statements: 

(a) 1,2 and 3 are correct .(b) 1 and 2 ate correct 

(c) 1 and 3 are correct (d) 2 and 3 are correct 

24. If A A BC is a right angled triangle wi^ /^A,s 90*, AN 
is perpendicular to BC, BC ® 12 cm and AC = 6 <nn, then the ratio 
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, areaAANC 
° areaAABC ' 

(e) 1:2 (b) 1:3 (c) 1:4 (d) 1; 8 

25. In APQR the medians CM and RN intersect at O. PO 
meets QR in L. If OL is 2.5 cm, then PL is equal to: 


(a) 5 cm 

(b) 10 cm 

(c) 2.5 cm 

(d) 7.5 cm 


26. The ratio of two unequal sides of a rectangle is 1:2. If 
its perimeter is 24, then the length of a diagonal is: 

(a) 2/S (t) 4/Vs (c) 2Vs (d) 4V5 

27. ABCD is a parallelogram of area S. E and F are the 
middle points of the sides AD and BC respectively. If G is any 
point on the line EF, then the area of aaGB is equal to: 

(fl) S/2 (b) S/3 (c) S/4 (d) 3S/4 

28. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer 
using the codes given below the lists: 



List -I 

(Relative position of 
two circles) 

A. Non-intersecting 
and one is inside 
tiie other 

B. Non-intersecting 
and one is not 
inside the other 

C. Intersecting 


List-ll 

(Number of common 
tangents) 

1. Zero (None) 

2. Two 

3. Three 

4. Four 


29. If the chords AP and AQ of a circle of radius 6 cm are at 
distances 3 cm and 3 V 2 cm respectively from the centre 0 of the 
circle, then the area of the smaller sector POQ is: 

(a) 24* cm* (b) 21* cm* 

(c) IS* cm* (d) 12 * cm* 

30. If C be a aide witii centre 0 and radius X cm, tiiQi the locus 
of midpoints of equal chords of C each of length y cm will be: 


(a) a cirde with centre 0 and radius jS* + X cm 

1 I 2 2 

(b) a circle witii centre O and radiia '2 y 4x ** y cm 


(c) a diameter of the drete C 


* 2 '2 

(d) a circtewitiicoitreOatki radius-x* cm 

31. A chess board contains 64 equal squares and the area of 
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each square is 6.25 sq cm. If diere is a border round it of 1.5 cm 
width, then the length of the side of the chess board is; 

(fl) 23 cm (i>) 21 cm (c) 19 cm (d) 17 cm 

32. The area of a circle is 13.86 hectares, llie cost of fencing 
it at the rate of 60 paise per metre is: 

(a) Rs 784.00 (b) Rs 788.00 

(c) Rs 792.00 (d) Rs 796.00 

33. If the area of a triangle with base 6 cm is equal to the 
area of a square with side 6 cm, then the altitude of the triangle 
is: 

(a) 6 cm (6) 9 cm (c) 12 cm (d) 15 cm 

34. If the diameter of the wheel is 28 cm, then number of 
times the wheel of the scooter rotate in a journey of 22 km, will 
be: 

(a) 20000 (b) 50000 (c) 25000 (d) 40000 

35. In the given figure, PQRS is a rectangle 8 cm x 4 cm. The 
triangles are equilateral triangles. The circles are of radii 1 cm. 
The perimeter of the figure: 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNAis: 



CTo50 


(a) 25000 m’ 
(c) 32500 m* 


(a) 42.84 cm (b) 38,84 cm 

(c) 36.84 cm (d) 34.84 cm 

36. If the records of measurements in a field book are as 
given below tlien the area surveyed is (when all readings are in 
metres): 

ToB 

400 

E To 100 300 

200 50 To D 

CToSO 100 

horn A 

(a) 25000 m* (b) 30500 m^ 

(c) 32500 m* (d) 40000 m» 

37. If AABC is an equilateral triangle of area 36^3 cm^ 
then the area of the inscribed drcle is: 

(a) 48jrcm* (b) 36* cm’ (c), 24 jrcm’ (d) ux cm’ 

38. If a right cone has a base of radius 14 cm and a slant 

22 

height of 6 cm, then dtt total surface area of theconef’f ~—) 
is: 

(a) 880 cm’ (b) 36 cm’ (c) 196 cm’ (d) 84 cm’ 

39. If a cone is divided into two parte by drawing a plane 
durough mid-point of its axis, Bioi the ratio of jhe volumes of the 
2 parte (rf die cone is: 

((i)lv.2 (l»)l:4. {c)l;7 (<f)l;8 

40. Cohricler a right pyitodd on a lectang^ base. If the 
dimensions of the base aie 32 metegi by 10 metres and die vertical 


height of die ri^t pyramid is 12 metres, then die whcde surface 
area of diis right pyramid is; 

(a) 900 m’ (b) 912 m’ 

(c) 924 m’ (d) 936 m’ 

41. The diameter of two cones are one metee each. Their 
slant surface are 198 m’ and 220 m’. The ratio of their slant heights 
is; 

(fl) 7: 9 (b) 8:9 (c) 9 :10 (d) 10; 11 ;fl 

42. TWo cylinders of equal volumes have their heights in' 
the ratio 2 :3. The ratio of their radii is; 

(8)1:3 (b) V3 :2 (c) 3 : V 2 (d) V3:V2 

43. A solid sphere of radius 10 cm is melted to construct, 
several solid spheres of radius 1 cm each. The number of such 
solid spheres will be: 

(a) 10 (6) 100 

(c) 1000 (d) 10000 

44. The radius of the base and the height of a right circular 
cylinder are each increased by 20%. The volume of the cylinder 
will increase by: 

(a) 40% (b) 60% (c) 72.8% (d) %% 

45. A solid is hemispherical at the bottom and conical above 
it. If the surface areas of die two parte are equal, then the volunws 
of the two parts are in the ratio: 

(a)l;j3 (6)2:V3 {c) 3:V3 (d)l:l 

46. Which of the following pairs of definition and type of 
enquiry are correedy matched? 

Definition Enquiry 

1. All the units connected 
with the subject matter 

ate taken into account — Census 

2. Some representatives 
unite selected at random 

from the universe are studied — Sample 

3. One uses data which are 
already available in 
publi^ed or unpublished 

records — Primary 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below; 

Codes; 

(a) 2 and 3 (b) 1 and 2 

(c) 1 and 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

47. It is justified to assume that the frequencies ate centred 
at the mid-values of the classes of a statistical distribution; 

(a) when the classes are of the same width 

(b) when the values of die data are equidistant 

(c) when both the limits of the classes are included in 
the classes 

(d) when the frequencies are almost evenly distributed 
throughout the class interval 

48. A student represents his scores in Statist Mathematics 
and Economics in a pie chart The central angle for score in Statistics 
is 120. He scored % and 84 in Mathematics and Economics. The 
central angle for the score in Madrematics will be: 

(a) 96* (6) 112* (c) 116* (d) 128* 
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49. The "less than" (^ve of a fiequency distribution is given 
below: 



u » ti 


Which one of the following statements in this regard is 
correct? 

(fl) The 25th percentile is about 15 

{b) The interval (10—15) contains more observations of 
the data set than the interval (20—25) 

(c) The median of the data set is between 5 and 10 

(d) The median is 15 

50. Arithmetic mean of n observations is m. If two 
observations o and m are added, then the new mean will be: 

(fl) m (b) (c) ^ (d) 

51. Which one of the following sets of fractions is in the 
correct sequence of ascending order of their valura? 


(fl) "2'6'"9 

(c) ” 

w; 2 ' 9' 6 


"7'"5'5 
" 9 ' 6'6 


/ nm \ ( 9** 1 I 2* 1 

52. The value of j is: 


53. The value of 


16. 1 . 
3«*4 “• 



List-I 

Lis^II 


(Number) 

(divisible by) 

A. 

4926549 

1. 11 

B. 

54192039 

1 5 

C. 

394192045 

3. 4 

D. 

19706196 

4. 3 

Codes: 



55. Among the following fractions the largest fraction is: 
m MfSfWH ■!» j^SMWmriONMASTro 


(fl) ^ (b) 0.91 (c) X T 

56. A dog pursues a hare and takes 5 leaps for every 6 leaps 
of d\e hare. 4 leaps of dog are equal to 5 of the hare. The ratio of 
the leaps of the dog and the hare is: 

(fl) 20;30 (b) 25 ;24 (c) 5 : 6 (d) 6:7 

57. A motorist travels a distance of 10 km at a speed of 50 
km/hr in the onward journey and 60 km/hr while returning. His 
average speed is: 


(fl) 54 "' km/lf 


km/hr 


(b) 55 km/hr 


(d) 54 km/hr 


58. A group of 10 students working one hour per day 
complete a piece of work in 12 days. If there are 12 students in 
the group and they work one hour per day, then they will be able 
to complete the work in: 

(fl) 8 days (b) 9 days 

(c) 10 days (d) 11 days 

59. If M% of X is y and N% of y is x, tlien: 

(fl) M+N = 100 (b) MN = 10000 

(c) M/N = 100 (d) N/M = 100 

60. Prabhakar deposited Rs 5,000 in the bank. Hie bank 
offered simple interest at the rate of 12 per cent per year. After 
5 years the total amount received by him will be: 

(fl) Rs 7,000 (b) Rs 7,500 

(c) Rs 8,000 (d) Rs 8,500 

61. Match List-I with List-Il and select the correct answer 
using the codes given below the lists: 


List*I 

(Amount deposited 
for 10 years) 

A. Rs525 
6. Rs200 

C. Rs435 

D. Rs600 


List-n 

(Simple interest at 
the rate of 5 per cent) 

1. Rs 217.50 

2. Rs 100.00 
. 3. Rs 262.50 

4. Rs 300.00 


(fl) 5 (b) 3 (c) g (<0 g 

54. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer 
using die codes given below the lists: 


62. The rate of interest at which an amount of Rs 1800 on 
compound interest becomes Rs 1984.50 in 2 years is: 

(fl) 3% (b) 4% (c) 5% (d) 6% 

63. The mean proportional between 7 and 28; 13 and 117 
and 9464 and 5600 are given by: 

1. 39. ^ 

2. 7280. ' 

3. 14. 

The correct sequence woidd be; 

(fl) 1,3, 2 3,4 (0 3,1,2 {d)3,2,l , 

64. Bxvaileiuyflndxii8wheny>Bl5,lhenthcvalueQf, 
X when y ■ 10 k 



(a) 5 (b> 1~ (c) ■- {d) $1 

65. Among the given numbers the one which is NOT a 
perfect square is: 

(a) 1936 (t) 2452 (c) 1369 (d) 6561 

66. The value of the polynomial /(x) such that 
f(x) = g(x) .q(x) + y(x), deg. y(x) <deg. g(x) 
where f(x) » x^ + 1 and g(x) = x -1 is: 

(a) 1 (&) -1 (c) 2 (d) -2 

67. The smallest prime number is: 

(fl) 0 (b) 1 (c) 2 id) 3 

68. Of the following numbers 29540, 53416 and 21543- 

(a) none is divisible by 12 

(b) one IS divisible by 12 

(c) two are divisible by 12 
id) all arc divisible by 12 

69. The number divisible by 11 is 

{a) 7284342 (b) 6543832 

(c) 8432644 (d) 5599998 

70 The least five digit number which is divisible by 666 is- 

(a) 10010 (b) 16056 (c) 10665 (d) 10656 

71 Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer 
usmg the Codes given below the lists. 


List-I 

(Numbers) 
A. 12,18,20 
B 12,16,24 
C. 5,18,16 
D 18,24,56 
Codes 


List-n 

(Their LCM) 
1. 48 

2 720 

3 180 

4 504 


72. If logjo 2 = 0.30103, then the value of log,j 5 is: 

(a) 1.69897 (b) 0 069897 

(c) 0.69897 (d) 6.98970 

73. Consider the following statements: 

Assertion (A): log,^2 = 5 log,j2. 

Reason (R): log|j 10 = 1. 

Of these statements: 

(a) both A and R are correct and R is the correct 
explanation of A 

(h) both A and R are cdhect but R is not the correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 
(<0 A is false but R is true 

74. The logarithm of 0.0001 to die base 0.001 is equal to; 

(d) I (i) I (0 f (d) I 

75. lih^(x>-4x4-5)B0, that the value of X is: 

W 2 (h) 3 (c) 1 (d) 0 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANAHONS 

1. (ii)sin(3O-e)»cos(6O + 0 ) = sin(9O-6O+ <i)asin( 3 o“-^) 

30 - 0 = 30°- ^ or ff - 0 

2 (d) V cos 90’ ® 0 

3. (b)sm^e -2cos 0 ^=0 

or 1-cos* 0 - 2 cos $+ ;^=0 
=> 4 cos* 0+8 cos 0 - 5*0 

-8±V64 + 80 -fl±12 5 1 

2x4 “ 8 '*''2'2' 

1 1 5 

as -1 5 cos 0 5 1 .-.cos 0 # - ' 


cos 0 = - * cos 60 ’ 0 = 60 


'' ‘I”* ‘a.n9a»9 

=» 2 sin 0 COS 0 * 1 (•• sin* 0 + cos* 0 = 1 ) 

sin 20 = 1 = sin 90° => 20 = 90' =» 0= 45 
5. (d) cos* X + cos* y - cos* z -1 s cos 0 g 1cos* 0 < 1 
Max value = 1+ 1 -0 * 2 
When 2 = 90° cos* z = 0 

, , ^ /l + cosA ,, 1 + cosA |(i+cosA)^ 

^ Vl-cosA i + cosA “ V I-cos^a" 

| (l + cosA)^ 1 + cosA _1_ cos A 

” V sin^A ~ smA sin A sin A 

* cosec A + cot A 

7 ( 6 ) a cos 0 -bsin 0 = c 
Squaring both sides, 

a*cos *0 + b*sin* 0 - 2 ab sin 0 cos 0 * c* 

or a* (1 - sin* 0 ) + b* (1 - cos* 0 )- 2 ab sin 0 cos 0 *c* 

or a* sin* 0 + b* cos* 0 + 2 ab sin 0 cos 0 = a* + b* - c* 

or (a sin 0 + b cos 0 )* * a* + b* - c* 
or a sin 0 + b cos 0 = ±i/a^+b*-c^ 

- sin^o+sin^ocos^a+cos^a 

8. (c) —-5-n-2-r~ 

sin-^ o + sin-* or cos* a + cos* o 

. ain^ a(sin^ a + cos^ a) +cos^ a 
sin^ Of+cos^ of(sin^ a + cos^ a) 

sin^a.l + cos^g 1 , , 

“ sin^a + cos^a.! * T ^ (vsin20+ 008^0 = 1) 

9. (b) 4 ^ 0 * 3 cos 0 as ^ tan 0 * ^ 
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scc^fl _ 1 + ten^e _ 25 

4(l-tan^e) “ 4(l-tan^e)“ 4[i-(l)2j “ 28 

4 

10 (M ^ + sine _ cos^e _ sin^e 

' ^ siri^ I cose cose-sine cose-sine 

cose sine 

cos^e-sin^ e (cose-t-si neXcose-sin e) 

cose-sine cose-sine 

s cos 9 + sin 0 
II. (a) tan A + sin A = m... (i) 
tan A - sin A s n ... (it) 

Adding (0 and (h), 2tanA = m + n=» tan As — ^ 


sin A = 


2 2 

cosec A =- cot A =- 

m-n m + n 

cosec^ A - coH A a 1 =» f—-—1 -f —-— 1 =1 
vm-ny vm + ny 

=^(m* -n‘)^ = 4 mn 

m^-n'= ± 2 .,Aim or - n^ a 2V;i^;7 


12 . (fl) -^ = cot 30“ = V 3 

.-. X a 60^3 

e a 30° 

14. (b) ZCED* 60», 
ZAEB= 45° 

CD a AB a 3000m 


^=col60» = 7J .-.EDa^aioooV? 

EB 

a cot 45=1 .-.EB a 3000 

CA a DB a EB - ED a 3000 - loooVs * 1000 (3 - .^3) 

Speed = Y a 200(3 - ^ 3 ) m/sec 

* 5 

15. (5) /:PBQ a ZA+ ZAPB 
2a= a ♦ZAPB , 

n * ■ C O 

.-. ZAPB* 2a-«= a 

/. AB a PB (Sides opposites to equal zs aite equal 
/, PB a X (v AB a X given) 



In rt A PQB, -^a sin la:. PQ = x sin 2a 

16. (c) ZC = 37 ^ X180 a 30°ZECD a 180 -90 -30 = 60° 

17. (a) 

18. (a) 7 a .25, i^a .45, ^ a .53 

M lies between L and N ^ 

36 9 

19. (c) Side = “a 12.3 

Area of an equilateral ^or area of = " b x h 

a ^ xl2.3 x 8 = 49.2m' 

20 . (b) 

21. (c) Diameters of a circle can’t be parallel as all the diameters 

pass through the centre 

22. (b) A= ^ ab sin C 

sin C is maximum when C = 90 

-1 SsinOil 

23. (d) ByRHSandAAS 

24. (c) A ANC - A BAC 

c 

ar(AANC) ^ 
arABAC ~ BC^ l/^ 




25. (d) Centroid divides each median in the ratio 2 :1 

... PO:OLa2:l orOL= | PL 

2.5= -PLorPLaZ.Scm 

26. (d) 2(2x + x) a 24 i X a 4 

d' a p + b' a (2x)' + x' a .5x' =r> d a ^ X = 4 VS 

27. (c) ar ^A AGB) —-— f 

= |ar(llgmABFE) 

a|x(| ar llgmABCD) = f 

28. (d) 

OO / X OM 3 V 2 
M.Mco.8.— 

a 7 ^= cos 45 ... e a 45 “ 

ZAOQ a 2 x45 a 90* , 

^ OL 3 1 

COS^a^a- = -acOS60 .-.0*60 .‘.ZAOPanO 
Angle of sector POQ « 90 + 120 = 210 * 

... Angle of smailer^sectoi a 360 - 21Q a 150° 


7»4M<!iBCH ■aecoMPBTmoNW^^ 



Area of smaller sector * 3^0 x ir x 6 ’» 15ar 


i30.(l>)OM= 


- 

Equal cKoids are equidistant 
from the centre of a circle 

31. (d) Side of the square containing 64 small squares 

* VMx6.25*20cm 

Length of side of chess board = 20 + 2 xl5 = 23 

32. (c) « r» = 13.86 x 10000 m'r = 210 m 

C = 2xyx 210 = 1320m 

... Reqd. cost = 1320 x^= Rs 792 

33. (c) Area of a square = 6* = 36 

1 1 

^ = ^bh = 36=*2 x6 xh = 36s=>h = 12 cm 

. 22x1000x100 

34. (c) No of rotafaons =-- 

'' ffD 

22x100000 7 _ 

*-^3-x^ =25000 

35. (&) AB = IH = 8 - 2 = 6 cm, FD « KM = 4 -1 -1 = 2 cm 

... DE = EF = LM = LK = 2cm 


Vol. of cone OAB 
VoLofACBD 

4>Br*h 




Reqd. perimeter = 6 + 6 + 2 x4 + 4 x 7 x2 x3.14 x 1 43 . (rf) 


lar^h 

- f -j-r-= 7=1:7 

iff(2r)^x2h-ir2h ' 

40. (d) Height of ^ AOB y ^ 

= Vi6^+1?= 20 0 ^ 

Height of ^ AOB j/^ ‘® 

“Vs^+iF'lS 

Total SA of pyramid 

= ar (rect ABCD) + arf^ AOD) + at (aBOC) 

+ ar (a AOB) + ar (a DOC) 

= 32 xlO + ^ xlO X 20 + 2 xlO x20 

+ "2 x32 X 13 + ~ X 32 xl3 = 936 m^ 

XFi/i 198 9 

41. (c)...D, = D,.-.r, = r,;^=i|= ,^-= 9:10 


= 38.84 cm 


36. (c) Reqd area = 7 XIOO x50 


+ “ (100 + 50) (100 + 100) 

1 1 

+ 2 x100x100+^x400 x 50 • 

= 32500 m* 

' V3 

37. (d) Area of an equilateral A® =* a = 12 cm 

_ 3a 3x12 „ 

S= — 2 —® 

Perimeter 3a. 

(S=- - -«—) 

Radius of inscribed circle = r = !■= = 2^3 

o 18 

... Area of inscribed circle s ;r r* = }c x( 2V3 12;r cm* 

38. (fl) T.SA of cone = s. r (r +1) = xl4 (14 + 6) 


U U O , iL l*-2 3 

h,.h, = 2:3=^ ^^2=h^=2 
i;r(10)3 

43. (c) No. of solid spheres = 4-- = 1000 

3 

44. (c) Reqd. increase per cent 


*r(~)^x(^xh)-m-2h 
100 100 _ 

/tr^h 


xino =72.8 


»yxl4 x 20 = 880cm* 


39.(c)H-2ii~«~,*.R-2r 

•n* r 


45 . (6) A.T.S. r/ = 2;r r* / = 2r, h = ^/2 _ ^^2 s ^ 4^2 _ j.2 

= jrr 

2 *.3 

3 ”^ ^ 2r ^ 

46. (6) 

47. (d) 

48. (d) The central angle for mafoematics and economics 

= 360 -120 = 240 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 




I ct the central angle for mathematics be x 
For economics the central angle = 240 - x 

X % 

••2ior7=84=*’‘'^28 

49. (d) 

50. ({/) Total sum of n values = mn 

New total ^mii + o + m- m (n+1) * 

.. m(n + l) 

New mean =-r— 

n + 2 

51 (b&c) 

52. (a) ^ 2 ”’"*'/ . ^ 2 *""*)" = 2 ”'^“"^ • 2 ”'*'~^"’ • 2 *""''’*' 

a .jnW-nftnm lm*-la-mn s 2 ^ = 1 


% 4 


1 ri6+9 _ /p" 

4 ^ V 36 " V 36 “ 


(1 + ■ 

100 • 


■li) 


100 


"^“^lOO “ 20 


63. (c) Mean proportional between 7 and 8 = ■j7x2S - 14 
Mean proportional between 117 and 13 = Vii7}< l3‘®39 
Mean proportional between 9464 and 5600 - 7230 > 


64. (d) X varies as y 


iSl ’‘2- 8 JL 

yi “ yz ^ 15 “ 10 


X* 5 - 


54 (a) The no is divisible by 3 if sum of digits of a no. is 
divisible by 3 If the no. has 0 or 5 in its unit's place it is 
divisible by 5 If the no. formed by the digits at unit's 
and ten's is divisible by 4, it is divisible by 4. If difference 
between sum of digits at odd places and even places is 
0 or divisible by 11, it is divisible by 11. 

55. (d) 

56. (f>) 4 leaps of dog = 5 leaps of hare 

5 leaps of dog 
5 25 

= ' x5 - -j" leaps of hare 

Reqd. ratio = : 6 = 25 : 24 

j 2xy 2x50x60 ,,6, 

57. (a) Average speed = “JoTm”'" 54—km/hr 

58. (c) Students Days 

10 12 10 : 12 = x:12 

12 X 12 XX = 10 X 12 =s X * 10 

M 100 y 

59. (b) M% of X = y =s ^ x = y or M » 

Nx V 100 x 

N%ofy*x=> =x=* N=-~- 

MN = 10,000 

60. (c) A = P +1 * 5000 + 5000 X ^(1 x5 = Rs 8000 

PRT 

61. (b)UseS.I. = -j^- 

62. (c) A»P(1+ 

1984.50 » 1800 (1 + 

198450 JR_v2 441 

” 100x1800 * 100^ 400 

m umtH'm competition mastcr 


65. (b) A perfect square can't have digit 2 in its unit's place 

66. (c) When f(x) is divided by g{x)» x -1 then 

R = r(x) = f(l) = 1^ + 1 = 2 

67. (c) 

68. (a) The no. which is divisible by both 3 and 4 is divisible by 

12. The no is divisible by 3 of sum of digits is divisible 
by 3. The no. is divisible by 4 if the no. formed by the 
digits at ten's place and unit's place is divisible by 4. 

69. (f) If the difference of sums of digits at odd places and at 

even places is 0 or d ivisible by 11, then the no. is divisible 
by 11. 


70. (d) The least five digit no. 10000 

The reqd. No. = 10000 + (666-10) 
= 10656 

71. (d) 

72. (c) logio5 = logioCY^ = logifllO-l 



15 

666 

10000 


666 


3340 


3330 


10 


72. (c) logio5 = logioCy) = Iogiol0-lc»gio2 


*= 1- 30103 = .69897 (log f = log m - log n 

V login 10 <= 1) 


73. (b) lt^io32 = login 2® = 51ogio2 

( 

74. (fl) log.ooi.0001 = log lO-* 


(•.• log m^ = n log m) 


loglO"^ -4 log 10 
“ “ -3 log 10 

-4x1 4 

•“ -3x1 ' 3 

(vlog,b = ^ 
loginlO = 1 

75. (a) log(x>-4x + 5} a 0 = log 1 (•,• log 1 = 0) 

x*-4x + 5 ® 1 X* •4x+4*0a* “2^ *0 » 

3» x-2«0s 4 x«i2 . 



Q8.1-8i find out missing not!d)cn in the series given 
below: 

1. 17; 16; 20; 11; 27;... 

(a) 2 (b) 14 (c) 29 (d) 12 ' (e) None of these 

2. 6; 8; 12; 16; 18;...; 24. 

(a) 20 (6) 22 (c) 24 (d) 28 (e) None of these 

^ (5‘M^^{lrf io'(cM8 (d)-2 (fi) None of these 

4. ...;8;18;38;78;158. 

(a) zero (b) 3 (c) -8 (d) 4 (e) None of these 

5. 14; 23; 41;...; 149. 

(a) 77 (b) 85 (c) 69 

(d) 72 (e) None of these 

6. 4; 8; 9;...; 16; 64. 

(a) 12 (b) 18 (c) 24 

(d) 27 (e) None of these 

7. 2; 6;...; 36; 72; 216; 432. 

(a) 9 (b) 12 tc) 18 

(d) 24 (c) None of these 

8. 19; 20; 22; 25;...; 34. 

(a) 26 (b) 27 (c) 28 

(d) 29 (c) None of these 

Qs. 9-12. Find out the missing numbers: 

9. 3(23)2; 4(55)3; 5(109)4; 4(...)2. 

(a) 29 (b) 37 (c) 60 

(d) 52 (e) None of these 

10. 7(32)9; 6(46)17; 3(28)11; 5{...)19. 

(a) 38 (b) 48 (c) 42 

(d) 36 (a) None of these 


(a) 22 (b) 19 (c) 31 

(d) 16 (a) 23 




(a) 23 (b) 21 (a) 20 

(d) 18 (a) 17 


13. Which set of 11 numbers from 1 to 100 has just one 
prime number? 

(a) 10 to 20 (b) 20 to 30 . (a) 50 to 60 

- (dySQtofO (e)90iol00 
! 14. Wiidt of dteiolloudi^ numben tnnnot be divided by 

3?,^.;. , . , 'i: 

_ (b). 5^ . (a). ^ ' 


(d) 2985 (a) 1493 

Qs. 15-18. The following questions are based on the 
arrangement to letters in the woi^: 

INVESTMENT 

15. How many letters occur more than once in the word? 

(fl) 1 (b) 2 (a) 3 

(d) 4 (a) None of these 

In questions 16 to 18, one of the words is different from 
the others in its relationship with the key word INVEStMENT. - 
Spot this strangen 

16. (a) MINT (b) SENTIMENT (a) INVENT 

(d) INVITE (a) MITTEN 

17. (a) TIME (b) TENT (cj NEST 

(d) INVEST (a) VEST 

18. (a) TENSION (b) SENILE (a) TENANT 

(d) LINING (a) NEMESIS 


' Qs. 19-22. Find the odd-man out: 


(alFHEG 


(a)JOL 

(c)PTUW 

{c)DLX 




19. (a) SURT (b) NPMO (a) FHEG 

(d) KNJL (a) XZWY 

20. (a) CHE (b) QWS (a) TOL 

(d)UZW (a)NSP 

21. (a) RUVX (b) HJL (a) PTUW 

(d) NQRT (a) HKLN 

22. (a) BHS (b) CJV (a) DLX 

(d) ENB (a) FPE 

Qs. 23-25. In the Venn-diagram given below: 

(0 The circle represents the area 
that has gold mines. 

(ii) the square represents 
the area that have 
silver mines. 

(Hi) the triangle represents 
the area that has copper 
mines. 

(iv) the long rectangle represents 
d\e area that has iron mines. 

Each section of the figure is numbered. Study the figure 
and answer die following questions. 

23. Whidi area has ^ the fbtu minerals? 

(a) 2 (b)8 (c)10 (d)6 (e)9, 

24. Which of the following is r^resented by number 10? 
(e) gold, silver and coppa mines 

(b) silver, copper and iron mines 

(c) gold, copper and iron mines 

(d) gold, silver and iron mines 

25. Whidi number represents the area having gold and iron 
mines (mt devoid of silver and copper minerals? 

.W3 (3)4 ie)7 (d)8 (e)9 
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NON-VERBAL SlRlES 


Given below are two seta of figures, the problem figures and the answer figures marked A, C, D and E You have to,| 
out which of the answer figures would be the next one in the scries of prabletA figures: '" ^ 

PROBLEM RGURES ANSBVER PiQURES 

ABODE 

ODV VO □ VVA AO 

27 . on nov DO □ 

A Aon A on o no n 


“lira 


I I r a a 


X A X A ^ X fX X X ? 

29. t Y ^ f 

• •xxt^An nY m X n^Y nTnYx 


gjsm 



31. 






\ 



r*^r* •i^r* ^i_r* ur^ r**i^ 11 ,*! ^r*L, * 1^*1 

33-iJl-ri J r J r ^ 

r*ru r*ru r*r*U ^•nu •Jr^ •nrVJ 





□ 

X 

0 (? 

□ 0 

X 

X 

X 


0 

0 

X 

1-4 

+ 

D ^ 
xgo 

M 



X 


X X 


s 


O GOXG^O O (i>0 ^ 

a o □ □ 

X X o X 


X X X X 


SI -0 JSl 



a 


X 

AoD 

O 

+ 


o 

+ 

A X a 
o 



4* 

O 
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]2 Ci ’ii Q. 







1 III*: 

Isiiii 

liiiii: 

STBS 

KSSSS^ 

c nmmm 

mnSTii 


■■■■■[■■J 

“HS5 




9 

4= Ay 

X + 

□ 

X a 

s^: V-/ 

i X 


Z A 

□ o 

X y 

V-/ 

9 9 

o ? 

A 



*• f\ 

»-¥ ¥|n! 

'“o* V'' 


yo" '"O' 





Vo 


"■ B y 




w ,„ u . n 
/H ? V t A Y f 

X H A X $ n 


V ^ ^ pN 

J ^ t J 4,, 

Mm MMk Mm MML MtM 


(Jr ^ 




x-q 


-^il 

Ui 

bUJ 

-“ll 

□ X 

o 

? □ 

O 

o 

z A 

A 

□ 

A ? 

□ $ 

z o 

$ A Z 



111 

111 

X 

V 



A 

u 

o 

U 

? Y 

4 Y 

9 A 

4 A 

U ? 

U : a 

U ? 

n ^ 




































































n <> <? 

53. i i + 

X □ 


cm 


u\e + 


x| 

SI iu 



B 

C 

b 

E 

+' C 

+ 

+ ^ 

<? 

i s 

i <? 

§ 



□ 

C 

n + 



,, cT 


Find the odd-man out: 

B C 


□ O =l=<i> ad 04= 

56, A4*0 Ao o^ADcd 
Acd da 6=*= OP A6 




V I □ V I U 

59 AA LJ OO □□ OO 

□ □□ VAV OOOOOO 



ff 

4 

e a 

3 S 

a j 

n 0 
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Qs. 66-69. Which pair of figures is different from the other 
three as far as the relationship between the two figures is 
concerned? 



C 


D 


OA 

61. OOV 9^9 C ^ An'*' 

A V O 0^0 To § ^ ^ H (» 







D 

•»* ri=_ 


A B C D 

Qs. 70-75. In each of the following questions, the Problem Figure II has a definite relationship with Problem Figure 1. Your 
task is to find out which of the Answer Figure from A, B, C, D and E has an identical relationship witii tiguie m.' 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


ANSWER RQURES 




4 


4 

4 

m 



m 

1 ^ 


'90 coMpcmndN masteb 












































+ X O 

XV + 

X 

H 

O 

cn 

□ V 

X □ 

S t 


i 

i 

6m 

OQQQO 

1 ^ 

0*0 

o 

• O • 
• 

°o* 

□ > □> 
. □ 

^ >□ 


a * X 


Y tczi 

cut X 

$c=ix 

Y 

Y 

X 

Y 

n 

cu $ 

f t3 

o $ 

O $ 

t Y 


i 

UTJU 

^A/V' 

rurui 

kAA/b 

arm 

aaaP 

umj 

qrv/vo 

uiru 

'WA? 

<1 

□ A 

□ A 

A O 

A □ 

A □ A 

A □ 

□ A 
A 

□ A □ 
A □ 

□ A 

A □ 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (a) The scries is 17 -1’; 16 + 2'; 20 - 3'; 11 + 4^ 27 - 5'.... 

2. (c) There arc two series, 6,12,18, 24 and 8,16, 24 .... 

3. (c) Go on deducting 2,4, 8,16, 32 .... from numbers. 

4. (b) Each number is double +2 of the prkcding number. 

5. (a) Double the number and deduct 5 from tlie product to get 

the next number. 

6. (d) The series is 2^; 2’; 3’; 4*; 4’... 

7. {b) Go on multiplying the numbers with 3 and 2 alternately. 

8. {d) Add 1,2,3,4,5...tothenumbersoftheseriesrespectively. 

9. (c) Example 3' - 2^ = 23. Hence 4’ - 2’ = 64 - 4 = 60. 

10. (W Example 7 + 9 = 16 x 2 = 32. Hence 5 + 19 = 24 x 2 * 48. 

11. (b) Examples: 3* - 2^ = 5; 8^ - 5^ = 39. Hence 10* - 9^ = 19. 

12. (c) Example: (40 + 26) -r 3 = 22. Hence (25 + 20) t 3 = 15. 

13. (c) 97. 

14. (e) Add the digits of the number; if the total is divisible by 

3 then the number is divisible by 3, otherwise not. 

15. (c) E, N and T. 

16. (<0 In the odiers all the letters used are from the main word, 

this one has an extra T'. 

17. (fl) Tlxe order of letters picked up for making the word does 

iU3t change in other words. 

18. (<0 In all the other words only one letter is an outsider, this 

one has two, an T and a 'g'. 

19. (d) . 20. (b) 

21. (c) , 22. (c) 

23. (d) 24. (1)) 

25. (b) 

The next type of questions are best solved by studying each figure 
in detail. The following guidelines might prove helpful in finding the 
right answer: 

(t) Study each figure giym in the question individually, as 
wdl ta in r^tionsi^ with other figures, 

^ ^ figures in a question do not necessarily move in 
the sam diMK^ or at/S unifonn pace. The movementsnviy 
va^ ifi nuny ways, may be right-left, up-down, clockwise 


or vice-versa, diagonally or along certain points. The figures 
may rotate, bend sideways, tilt or may change in size at their 
own place or during their movement. (Examples: 26,27,29,30, 
33, 35,41,46,53 etc.) 

(Hi) A new figure or a part of the figure may be dropped or 
something added to figures according to a set pattern. (Examples: 
28,32,37,40,43 etc.) 

(iv) Some figures interchange places. This intercliange may ■ 
also occur in sets of two. (Examples: 36, 38,41, 46, 50, 52 etc.) 

(y) Figures may have certain relatioiuhip in two or three 
steps, then the same process may be repeat^ in the next set. 
(Examples: 31, 46 etc.) 


26. E 

27. B 

28. B 

29. A 

30. C 

31. C 

32. E 

33. A 

34. C 

35. A 

36. D 

37. D 

38. B 

39. E 

40. A 

41. D 

42. C 

43. A 

44. D 

45. A 

46. E 

47. A 

48. C 

49. C 

50. B 

51, D 

52. A 

53. C 

54. D 

55. B 


56. C. The order of two figures is wrong. 

57. E. The pattern is wrong, 

58. E. Two figures ought to have a side more than the figure at 

the top and the lower three should have two sides mote. 

59. D. The pattern on two sides should be identical and 

symmetrical. 

60. C. The arrangement of dots is wrong. 

61. D. The tiuee figures should not change direction while two 

of the four figures should turn upside down. 

62. C. The pattern is wrong. 

63. A. The small circles outside ^uld match the total of the 

cross and dots inside. 

64. E. Arm and opposite leg have same position. 

65. B. In all the oAers oniy one letter is tunMsd upside down, 

here A and C bodr are turned that way. 

66. B 67. D 68. C 69. C 70. E 71. B 

72. D 73. A 74. E 75. D ' 
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Qs. 1*8. Find the odd-man out: 

1. (a) officer (b) boss 

(d) staff (e) incharge 

2. (fl) BJP {b) NGO 

id) RJD (e) SAD 

3. (fl) L. Victoria (b) L. Michig 

(d) L Huron (c) L. Ontaric 

4. (fl) Judge (b) Chief Mil 

(c) Chief Justice (d) Sarpanch 

5. (fl) canoe (b) glider 

(d) steamer (e) yacht 

6. (fl) brass (b) iron 

(d) gold (c) silver 

7. (fl) Charan Singh (b) Gul 


(b) boss (c) master 

(e) incharge 

(b) NGO (c) DMK 

(e) SAD 

(b) L. Michigan (c) L. Superior 
(e) L. Ontario 
(b) Chief Minister 

(d) Sarpanch (c) Magistrate 

(b) glider (c) boat 

(e) yacht 

(b) iron (c) copper 

(c) silver 

(b) Gulzarilal Nanda 


20. print: cloth : book 

21. bed-room : house : kitchen 

22. water : oxygen : nitrogen 


(c) Narasimha Rao (d) Giani Zail Singh 
(e) V.P. Singh 

8. (fl) Maharashtra (b) Gujarat (c) Punjab 

(d) Kerala (e) Orissa 

Qs. 9-16. In each of the following questions, four sets of 
two words are given. Three out of these four sets have a similar 
relationship while one is different from the others. Your task 
is to spot this stranger out. 

9. (fl) ivory : elephant (b) hom : rhinoceros 

(c) fur; rabbit (d) milk : cow 

10. (fl) rink : skating (b) arena : wrestling 

(c) stadium : Olympics (d) pitch : bowling 

11. (fl) press : printing (b) hospital: treatment 

(c) market: goods (d) college : learning 

12. (fl) cooking : hunger (b) drink : thirst 

(c) rain : drought (d) knowledge: curiosity 

13. (fl) germ : disease (b) war : destruction 

(c) disorder: confusion (d) mother affection 

14. (fl) boredom: excitement (b) imagination : reality 
(c) paradox ; statement (d) ecstatic : depressed 

15. (fl) bourgeois : prosperity (b) teachers : pupils 

(e) leaders : politics (d) reformers: social evils 

16. (fl) bristles : brush (b) javelin : spear 

(c) steering wheel: car (d) buckle : belt 

Qs. 17-22. Each of the following questions has a set of 
three items with some sort of relationship among theoL The 
questions are followed by answer figures (fl), (b), (c), (d), (e), if) 
and ig) depicting different type of relationships amorjjg iteu>s, 
each aide representing one. item, irrespective of its size. Your 
t^k is to find out the figure that represents the relationship 
among items given in questions. 

17. Agra : Uttar Pradesh: Taj Mahal □ 

18 . nail: bolt; iron o 

19. bicycle: car: scooter >□ 
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(c) Punjab 


(b) hom : rhinoceros 
(d) milk: cow 
(b) arer« : wrestling 
(d) pitch: bowling 
(b) hospital: treatment 
id) college: learning 
(b) drink: thirst 
(d) knowledge; curiosity 
(b) war: destruction 
(d) mother affection 
(b) imagination: reality 
(d) ecstatic: depressed 
(b) teachers: pupils 
(d) reformers: social evils 
(b) javelin: spear 
(d) buckle: Iwlt 


VOODOO 



6b 


Qs. 23-29. Each question given below has a word written 
in capital letters. The letters used in the word have a certain 
code. The coded words are written on the right, each small 
letter representing one of the letters in the word but the coded 
words are not in the same order. Your task is to match the 
words with their right code. 


23. PARTY (fl) gggkkwvxz 

24. TURTLE (b) fnnqz 

25. YELLOW (c) cghnz 

26. PROBLEM (d) cjksvxz 

27. MARMALADE (e) nnqvxz 

28. TRUTH if) jqsvwxz 

29. BOULDER (g) hisvxx 

Qs. 30-32. A police car, going from North to South on a 
highway, got the information that a truck carrying a load of 
contrabands was 1 km ahead of them on tiie hi^way. The 
truck was heading at a speed of 60 km per hour and the police- 
car caught with it in exactly 3 mts. Unfortunately the tyre of the 
police-car got punctured and it took the policemen five minutes 
to change the tyre. Meanwhile, the truck turned towards left. 
After 5 km it again turned left and after covering 5 km more, 
turned right where the police-car, following it, nude it halt 
after 10 km. 

30. In which direction were the two vriucies going whor 
the police-car finally stof^wd the truck? 

(fl) north (b) east (c) south 

id) west (e) can't say 

31. If the chase started at 3 P.M. at what tin^ did dm police 
finally catch the truck? 

(fl) 3.30 p.nt (b) 3.26 p.m. (r^ 4.03 p.m. 

(/) 3.23 p.m. (e) Can't say . 

32.. What was the speed of the polic»<ar?<in ian per hoar) 
(fl) 100 (b) ,90 (c) 85 (d) 80 (e) 75 

33. In a das^attendance register, Sushma is 29th froin the 
top and Damini Slst from the last. They have 22 namesbetween 




them. How many girls are there in the class? 

(a) 36 (b) 37 (c) 35 (d) 34 (e) 33 

I 34. A team of three dancers from A, B, C and D, three 
^'^usidans from Er Iv G and H and three technicians from W, X, 
Y and Z is to be sent for a competition on the following basis: 

If C and D are selected then E will not be induded. 

F will not be with B. 

E will always be with X. 

The cultural team will not have the following persons: 

(a) B, E and Z (b) A, F and W (c) D, E and Z 

(d) B, E and X (c) C, E and X 

Qs. 35-38. A lane has five houses A, B, C, D and E on one 
side and five houses V, W, X, Y and Z on the other, but not in 
the same order. Answer questions that follow on the basis of 
information given below: 


Right 


Left •— 


laRorneFlol nanamaRal leP 


^Haliraeal JbHbI MbHbI IBfcJel 


Laft ABODE 


-•night VWXY2 


House C is sandwiched between A and E. 
y B is to the right of D. 

Z is not at the comer. 

X and Z are not in front of C or D. 

D and E have two houses between them. 

Y, which is not near Z, is to the left of V. 

35. Which house is in front of A on the opposite side of the 
lane? 

(a) V (b) W (c) X (d) Y (e) Z 

36. Where is house D situated? 

(a) At the right comer 

(b) Between A and B 

(c) Between B and C 

(d) Between C and E 

(e) At the left comer 

37. Which four are the comer houses? 

(e) BEXY (6) BDXZ (c) ACXY 

(d) BCYZ (e) BEYZ 

38. Which of the following statements is wrong? 

(ff) W is in front of C. 

V is between Y and Z. 

(c) A is to foe left of D. 

(tO Y is in front of E. 

(e) . X is not near V. 

39. Some mot and some tigers are performing in a circus 
ring. They have 42 legs and 13 heads. How many tigers are 
there? 

ifl) 6 m 7 (c) 8 (d) 9 

(e) None of these 

. 40. If 1st January 1996 was on Mondsy, foe 1st January of 
1997 would be cm: ' 

Saturday (b) Sunday (e) Mdnday 
r Tuesday (ej Vtedn^y 


_ SYUOGISMS 

In each question below are giuen hoe statements followed by 
Jour conclusions numbered I, II, III and IV. You have to fake the two 
given statements to be true even if they appear to be at variance with 
commonly known facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of the given conclusions logically follow from the him given 
statements, disregarding commonly kmnon facts. 

Statements: 

41. 1. Cats do not have horns. 

2. Dogs do not have horns nor do bulls have horns. 
Conclusions; 

1. All dogs are cats, 
n. Some dogs are cats. 

in. All the creatures, who do not have horns are cals. 
IV. Bulls are not cats. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only H follows. 

(c) Only ni follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

42. 1. All lawyers are physicians. 

2. All physicians are ministers. 

Conclusions: 

1. All lawyers are ministers. 

n. Some miiusters are not lawyers, 
in. Some ministers are neither lawyers nor physicians. 
IV. All physicians are lawyers. 

(a) OiUy I follows. (6) Only n foUows. 

(c) Only in follows, (d) Only IV follows. 

(c) None follows. 

Statements: 

43. 1. All drums are flutes. 

2. Some flutes are guitars. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some guitars are not flutes, 
n. Some dmms ate guitars. 

m. No drum is a guitar. 

IV. All flutes ate drums. 

(a) Only I and n follow. 

(b) Only n and in foUow. 

(c) Either n or m follows. 

(d) Only IV follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

44. 1. Some chairs are bulbs. 

2. Some tables are bulbs. 

Conclusions: 

L Some bulbs are chairs as wcU as tables. 

n. Every bulb is either a duir or a table, 
in. The bulbs that are chairs ate not tables. 

IV. Some bulbs are neither tables nor chairs. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only n and m follow. 

(c) Either in or IV follows. 

(d) Either I or .m follows. 
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Statement: 

52. New mediods are being explored to protect endangered 
speciea. 

( Assumptions: 

I. If they are not protected well, some of the species 
might have to face extinction, 
n. IM species that have no fear of extinction need no 
protection and can be allowed to be killed, 
m. There are some persons who are working hard to 
protect all the species in the world. 

(a) Only I and n are implicit. 

(b) Only I and III are implicit. 

(c) All are implicit. 

(d) None is implicit. 

(e) Chdy m is implicit. 

In each of the follomng ijuestions, an assertion 'A' is faUovxd 
by two reasons RI and RII. Apply the reasons to the assertion and see 
which of the reasons leads to the assertion: Tick-mark your answers 
as follows: 

(a) Only RI and not RII is the reason for 'A'. 

(b) OrUy RII and not RI is the reason for 'A'. 

(c) Both RI and RII are the reasons for 'A', 

(d) Either RI or RE is the reason for 'A'. 

(e) Neither RI nor RE is the reason for 'A'. 

53. A. During war time all the cities are dfbwned in darkness 
due to black-outs. 

RI. With black-outs in cities, lots of electricity can be 
saved. 

RE. The danger of bombing decreases, as the enemy 
bombers can't locate cities in the dark. 

(a) a (b) a (c) a (d) a (e) a 

54. A. Sometimes, even the best cricketers are unable to 
make more than 5 runs. 

RI. In cricket, much depends upon the chance. 

RE. The reputed players are often over<onfident and 
take risks that they ought not to take. 

(a) a (b) 0 (c) 0 (d) □ (c) O 

55. A, All the schools have their own prescribed uniforms 
for their stud«tts. 

RI. E all the students put on the same type of clothes, 
diere is no discrimination between the rich and the 
poor, hence no complexes in children. 

RE. Students look much more smart in school uniform 
in comparison to their other dothes. 

{«) 0 (b) 0 (c) 0 (d) 0 (e) O 

A. Animal activists have laiihched a canqiaign to stop 
dissections of creatures like frogs, rats, monkeys, tal^its etc at 
the school and college level 

RI. The antoal lovers have raised dieir voice to save 
these creatures from t(»ture inflicted on diem during 
' dbsccticHi process. 

Rn. The activists feel diat these animals have as much 
ci^ to en}oy dw beautihd wehuman beir^ 
have, hcnn spteiei Wno to htiUct it^uiy 

. ondwodier. 


{a) a (b) 0 (c) O id) 0 (e) O 

57. A. Yotmg persons involved in terrorist activities often 
surrender themselves along wldi their arms to the police oir 
military, but later join the i^tant forces again. 

RI. The amount given to them by the terrorists is much ' 
more as compared to the money they could earn by 
leading a simple life and earning bread with fair 
means. 

RE. The militants terrorize them and threaten to kill 
members of their family so they feel helpless and 
go back to them. 

(a) 0 (b) a (c) a id) a (e) 0 

In each of the follomng questions, a situation has been explained 

in a few statements followed by two conclusions numbered I and U. 
You have to find out which of the conclusions follows from the 
situation. Mark you answers: 

{a) E only I and not E follows. 

(b) E only E and not I foEows. 

(c) E both 1 and E follow. 

(<0 E either I or E foUows. 

(e) E neither I nor E follows. 

Statements: 

58. 1. Two microUght aircraft and a huge quantity of 

arms and ammunitions were recovered from 
jungles of a district in Jammu by the police. 
2. The microlight aircraft can be operated through 
remote control. 

Conclusions: 

1. The Police appointed in these areas is very alert. 

E. The militants, who have been active in these areas, 

possess the most sophisticated equipments to 
conduct their operations. 

(a) d (b) 0 (c) 0 (d) a (e) 0 

Statements: 

59. 1. The US want India to sign CTBT (the 

Comprehensive Test-Ban Treaty) to put a check 
on our nuclear weaponisadon. 

2. India wants US to grant major concessions 
regarding economic sanctions, only then it is. 
prepared to sign CTBT. 

Conclusions: 

I. ~ India would sign CTBT. 

E. It would not sign CTBT. 

(«)□ (b)0 (c)0 (d}a .(e)Q 

Statements: 

60.1. Ladies' occupancy in the Lok Sabha is only 7.94 per 
cent. 

2.49 per cent of the voters are women. 

Conclusions: 

I Women do not vote for women candidates. 

E. Very few women are interested in contesting 
elections. 

(fl) d (b) d (c) d (d) d (a) d 

SUitements: 

61.1. Mahffia is caused by mosquito bite. 
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2. Dengu is caused by nu^uito bite. 

Conclusions: 

I. Ail the diseases in dte world are caused by mosquito 
bite. 

n. One type of mosquito can be a carrier of one type of 
disease only. 

(fl) O (6) 0 (c) O (d) □ (e) 0 

Statements: 

62.1. In a triangular series, team A defeated team B but was 
defeated by team C. 

2. Team B defeated team C. 

Conclusions: 

I. The wixmer cannot be decided on die basis of these 
three matches, 
n. Team B is the strongest. 

(fl) o (6) a (c) a id) a (e) □ 


_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (d) All the other terms are related to persons having 

authority. 

2. {b) NGO is Non-Government Organisation while all the 

others are political parties. 

3. (a) All die others are members of Great Lakes of America. 

4. {b) All the others are related to persons who solve legal 

cases. 

5. (p) All the others are vessels for travelling over water. 

6. (a) All the others are pure minerals. 

7. id) He is the only President among Prime Ministers. 

8. (c) This is the only State among the group that does not 

have a coastline. 

9. (<0 They have the creature and a part of its body relationship. 
IQ. (c) Ail the others are specific fields for a particular game. 

11. (c) They have the place and its purpose relationship. 

12. (d) They have the longing and the medium to satisfy this 

longing relationship. 

13. (d) They have the cause and effect relationship. 

14. (c) All the others are opposites. 

15. (b) One is associated wiA the odier. 

16. (b) All the others have part and whole relationship. 

17. (d) 18. (a) 19. (e) 20. (b) 21. (a) 22. (c) 

Qs. 23-29. Solve these questions by matching the words and 
codes according to the number of letters, e.g. (b) and (c) would be the 
answers for ques 23 and 28, and since TRUTH has two Ts, n would 
be the code for T in all the words. 

23. (c) 24 (e) 25. (g) 26. (d) 27. (a) 

28. (b) 29. (f) 


33. (a) 


34. (d) 


Damini 


’l. 


Sushma 


£ % «■ ® ® ® © © 

‘-® ® ® ® ©"• 

39. (c) 40. (e) 

Qs. 41-48. These questions are best solved by making diagrams 
of all the probabilities. Let each item be represented by a circle, 
irrespective of its size. Study the relationship and reach the fool-proof 
conclusion. Here are a fejo examples. 




0 .(e) ( F (o{ 1 0 


(©^ 



aOo F 0 D F 0 Q 


l-M I C B 


1.(0 fT()l«) B 


T C ST 






«.(0 8 U O » 


« Is tfa. 


30. (b) 

31. (d) 

32. (d) 


aMpofsx 

om 
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o'a 


•> Kb) BfBli. 


48. (d) , 49. (a) 50, (e). 51. (a) 

54. (d) 55> .(fl)( 56. (c) 57. (d) 

60. (e) 61. (e) 62. 


52. (It) 53. (fe) 

58. (c) 59. (d) 
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PLANNING 

9th Plan okayed by the Union 
Cabinet 

T he Union Cabinet has approved a 
modified Ninth Five-Year Plan 
(1997-2002), scaling down the target of 
the annual economic growth rate to 6.5 
per cent, from 7 per cent envisaged in the 
approach to the plan cleared by the gov¬ 
ernment two years ago. 

The lowering of the growth target 
became inevitable in view of the slow 
growth achieved in first two years of the 
Plan—5 per cent in 1997-98 and estimated 
6 per cent in 1998-99. 

Even then, the plan now projects an. 
annual growth of 7 per cent in next three 
years, considered unrealistic by many in 
the present domestic and external eco¬ 
nomic environment. Economists agree 
that investment is the key to growth and 
for the present investor confidence 
remains low. 

Planners also admit that a 7 per cent 
growth in the next three years win not be pos¬ 
sible unless cjqports grow by about 14-15 per 
cent in volume. Export growth is crucial 
as domestic denumd alone will not sus¬ 
tain a high growth. But in the first two 
years of fire plan, exports have grown by 
otrly 4-5 per cent, in voluore terms. 

The size of the pidrlic sector plan, 
which includes die plans of tire Centre, 
States and Public Sector Undertakings 
(PSUs), will be a massive Rs 8,59,0W 
crore at 1996-97 prices. 

This will be frnanced by a Gross Bud¬ 
get Support (GBS) of Rs 3,74,00d aore 


DoYeoNiniu 

King Birandro flir Vifcrain Shah Dev of 
Nepoi paid a State visit to India during 
the lost week of January, 1999. He was 
the OM Guest at the Republic Day cel-, 
ebroliaiu this year. 

'. ' ", ,1.11' ■ ■ ... ' ■ ' 
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Lji3 
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'ibhoMe to l^'me^fikKnes 
flee. The p^e’^.ddme'iii^o 


aspect is'the growing of vio- 
_i^|i^e;#ie'rule of the kw la Increasingly dls- 
anybody with any doyt or mr^le 
|w<^o^.8eerfis''to b^d^|«iiMting Into a 

17..'(■■.■■■'■'•V" ' ■- 

I^^MlgkldcFln oKatltabiB activiOes, helping the 
remaik^ei ^Ke they, 
'a actof seif-sacti-' 


6cul%4(i;a suprethe actof seif-sacti-' 
r^ifN^ aitf!rynerabie ahd«>m» of them may 


wave of funckmentaHan arid intolerahcairr the wi6r%;.the indi^ brand ^ secularism his 
conie under acrifl^.a|k pa^yia^; wef^ e^ the rto .of f^ndi^mWtai)cy;whlch has 
tactt‘6Uf^'ehd\i^'Rwei'lril^^lf1lftie^it^ natitrial thid-the ariger 

shoUld'bB Erected towaptitb^Jwho p ^9 fn^ Hlhdulsm^to 

ahotherinbli^\T^ ^'i^rion^ Wyear^'bttt^t^^^ anger has 

■remained., ,'V, \,■ ■ ■ ■; , ■ 

Christians 8re^eT:m|^?ftyjri\lridk"'fd^|h6lri^ 

IncteaaM from 1.98^'cartt in 1981 1 

commrkmts every ypar;’ frilka bk^ci^'bf 
0 


; Today, orw can mere- 



^ Ihft:^ have created an 
^mytlflnjj tef g 1^' in^.'^Shqidd ihls bf the 
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HATiONALNSWS 


Economic News 


25,000 CnonE fund for textile $iCtt>R okayed 

The Union Cabinet has appro/ed the creation of a technology upgradatioh edienie 
with a corpus of Rs 2S,0(» crore for the modernisation wd upgradation of textile ahcijute. 
industries. ' ’ 

The fwe-year fund will provide adequate finance to all techno-econbmically \^ble 
projects, from April 1,1999, through a 5 per cent interest subsidy. 

This landmark decision was taken so as to Improve the position of entire 
textile sector, which is passing through a bad phase. * 

The scheme will provide an interest incentive of S per cent on loans avaRed from 
financial Institutions and banks; which will be reimbursed to the financing institutions by 
the ministry of textiles on half-yearly basis. 

The total burden to the textile ministry will amount to Rs 6000 crore, Rs 3000 crore 
for the Ninth five-year plan and another Rs 3000 crore for the Tenth five-year plan. 

It is said that creation of fund will equip the textile industry, which has a less than 3 
^ per cent global market share in textiles and clothing, to face the competkion after the eas¬ 
ing of the quantitative restrictions under Multi-Fibre Arrangement (MFA). 


from the Centre, PSU resources of Rs 
2,90,000 crore and resources erf the States 
worth Rs 1,95,000 crore. The size of the 
Slates' plan will be Rs 3,70,000 crore and 
the gap between their plan size and 
resources will be bridged by Central 
assistance. 

Most of the maao parameters of the 
plan remain unchanged from the plan 
document drafted under the United Front 
government. The change of government 
has, however, meant added emphasis on 
five key areas; Food and agriculture; 
health, education, housing and drinking 
water; information technology; Physical 
infrastructure such as roads, railways, 
and water resources policy. 

Five separate action plans have been 
drawn up and integrated into the Ninth 
plan. The Cabinet decided that out of the 
GBS, a provision of Rs 21,496 crore would 
be made for these action plai\s. 

The plan envisages a domestic sav¬ 
ings rate of 26.1 per cent of the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP), against 23.8 per 
cent diving the Ei^th Plan. 

A hike of 14-15 per cent has been 
made in the allocations for the education 
and health sectors over the earlier alloca¬ 
tions in the final Ninth plan. Nobel laure¬ 
ate Amartya Sen's call for more emphasis 
on primary health and education has 
been incorporated in the Ninth plan. 

Both primary education and health 
have been incorporated under the Special 
Action Plan (SAP) set up at the Prime 
Minister's initiative. Overall, the SAP 
have been allocated Rs 21,900 crore in the 
Ninth Plan period. Investment in primary 
education has been earmarked at 6 per 
cent of the gross domestic product, of this 
three per cent has been allocated for ele¬ 
mentary education. The Nindi Plan now 

Do You KnoiiL„ 

The droB Ninth Plan has loured the 
economic growth target to 6.5% Bom 
the earlier projection of 7%, due to the 
prolonged economic slowdown. The 
budgetory support was kept unchanged 
at Rs 3,74,000 crore. Th». draft envis¬ 
ages pion outlay of Rs 8,59,000 crore, 
and hos toward the agriculture and 
allied sector growth target to 3.9% from 
the earlier 4.5%. 
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focuses on elementary education, particu¬ 
larly for the disadvantaged groups. 

The Ninth Plan draft points out that 
out of 10.4 lakh habitants, 1.74 lakh have 
no primary school within the habitation 
or about 17 per cent, as per the sixth all 
India educational survey. The ratio is 
worse for upper primary education 
where the ratio is estimated at 24 per cent. 
Large disparities exist between the States 
and also within the State in case of pri¬ 
mary education. 

Literacy, which has been high on the 
priority of the national agenda for the 
governance of the present government, 
targets total literacy through the national 
literacy mission which is to be achieved 
by the year 2000 A.D. The plan also focus¬ 
es on the District Primary Education Pro¬ 
gramme (DPEP), which is different from 
the conventional project as it takes a 
holistic view of the elementary education, 
emphasises decentralised management, 
community mobilisation and undertakes 
district and population specific planning. 

Although die bulk of die expendi¬ 
ture is borne by the State governments, 
the Central government plays an impor¬ 
tant role for the overall policy directions 
in education and the funding of Centrally 
sponsored plan schemes. In the area of 
technical education, direct Coitral assis¬ 
tance scheme of community polytechnics 
is being implemented. 

In the area of primary healdi care, 
the govnnmait has envisaged die c»- 
adon of primary healthcare system as a 


part of Basic Minimum Services pro¬ 
gramme. The promotion of health insur¬ 
ance scheme has also been envisaged in 
the Ninth Plan, wherein there would be 
focus on affordable insurance scheme for 
people below. 

INDIA-USA 

No easing of Sanctions as 
talks continue 

T alk fruitful but no easing of sanc¬ 
tions yet on January 31,1999, for the 
first time, after three days of talks 
between US and India, it was agreed to 
take the bilateral relationship beyond the 
confining parameters of nuclear issue. 

Both the countries expressed satis¬ 
faction over their eighth round of dia¬ 
logue on nuclear non-proliferation and 
securitv-related issues. 

The US and India expert level teams 
would meet in March for follow up talks 
on export controls. Also, both countries 
decided that their respective delegadons 
at the conference on disarmament in 
Geneva will endeavour to consult fre- 
quendy on the status of negotiations on 
the Fissile Material Gut-off Treaty 
(FMCT) and possibility of^dier muitUai-. 
eral inidatiVes. 

CHjservers believe dial US hn been 
persuaded to take India's commitment of 
ceasing fissile material produedem aflier a 
ti«ity to nemtia^ in good faith, wh& 
intenshte tajb st^d erdtD»4iat a sitiia^. 




NATIONAL NEWS 


don Uk 9 the CTBT negotiations can be 
avoids. 

On the oti^ hand, it also means that 
US has conceded India's fissile material 
programme will be regulated <mly in 
multilateral setting, since no apparent 
headway is forthcoming on a unilateral 
moratorium. 

Meanwhile, India, while commenting 
on statement of US officials about 
Washington's keenness to lift the remaining 
econonuc sanctions against New Delhi, said 
it is a small step in creation of positive 
atmosphere in tire bilateral relationsliip. 

Earlier, US officials said that 
Washington hoped that New Delhi 
would also show parallel movement by 
taking more concrete steps towards 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

Still, fundamental differences 
between the two countries remain. 
The US continues to regard India's 
decision to go nuclear as 'unwise'. 
India is of the opinion that the securi-' 
ty situation in its neighbourhood 
allows it no option but to have a min¬ 
imum nuclear deterrent. 

The basic difference between the 
nuclear doctrine of the two countries is 
India's refusal to accept Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) regime. 

ARUNACHAL PRADESH 
Apang voted out of office 

A fter reigning supreme for 19 years 
over the affairs of Arunachal 
Pradesh, Gegong Apang—the coun¬ 
try's largest serving Chief Minister 
after veteran West ^gal leader Jyoti 
Basu—was voted out of office when his 
Arunachal Congress (AC) lost tiie vote of 
confidence in 6^member State Assembly 
on January 18,1999. 

* 

Do You RflOW». 

The doportiTieni of statistks issued a 
new series of notional occounts with 
1993*94 os base year for reptocing 
the existmg series with bose yeor 
1980*81 > .According to the new estiVv 
motes, the GDP growth rote has ': 
boon rivifed to 9% from 5.1% with 
1980*81 os base yeor. 
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i^CAEBh w^tintiual Income hi. 

over‘fi6.5,ixi,0qp (^189^ up frM'2,0(]^ to 3,S0i,(X» Iti 

i 995^96,'i 33.^1^ ^ 

PoM fefohns,''Ills'lahla'oi the affluertt Indians MOira'io betaw^ng, even as lower 
income bracket shrinte perceptibly. . ' ' 

Indeed, fottbr tiie. waliet, fastek the growth, For insl^noe; pvmbaf dfT^ 




. W|tie, pre^refdjm perictdTii^199(WdW incoirfie houebhel^idpcBhfed by 8.4 per J 
cahtfim 65^2 to §8;8 per cent. .P(^ refonhs, ttte slide was shar^ Id 9.2 per Pphtf^ ' 
',9ft2’to48!9.. ' ■ ‘.'V . J 

Between 1992'93and1995*98aloirattielowerin(»rnebradkstshfuhkbytenmilfioii ' 
househdidsi. ' 

Ouririg the earns drrra the proportion of houllhpids irihi^ biiiome grwp 
from 1.1 to 1.4 per cent in 9ie pre*ref6rm period wfie iii.p 9 ^^f(^;l^^ :it Iricrlii^ 
from 2.3 to 3,6 par cent. \ ■ • *' 


Despite some" upwird niobili^, however, - the huni^ of ihw inti^ 1^. 

.. Income group piprb or Iom totted the hUhibar that nfKr^^.up 9%|jsi^. The^ 
sire of sllthwaliei ^rrieht remained alnwst eaine In'r 
. In bohtrast; between 1992-93 and 1999-88 the ndmber of Idw income 
holds dropped by about 9.7 million—slightly more than total addition-to the. pool 
during this period. , : . 

The upward mobility Is mors pronounced m urban than tural lndia. 

Also, the growth of ^uence is not evenly distributed across the country. 


This move was sparked by vertical 
split in the ruling Anmachal Congress 
(AC) and a day later former forests min¬ 
ister Mukut Mithi was sworn in as State's 
fourth Chief Minister. 

The split in the party occurred 
when 19 ministers brokeaway and 
party leaders at all levels extended 
support to Mithi. With the support of 
24 AC ML As, Mithi formed the break 
away AC(M) group which eventually 
formed the government with the sup¬ 
port of eight Independents and four 
Congress MLAs. 

The fall of Mr Apang is the end 
of long era, one which not only saw 
the emergence of the State from a 
frontier agency under the Ministry of 
External Affairs to a Union Territory, 
but also its upgradation to a full- 
fledged State. < 

Observers say that although Mr 
Apang claimed credit for maintaining 
peace in the State, despite being in a 
trpuble-torn region, there can be little 


doubt about the disenchantment with 
his 19-year rule. The State's economy 
is in shambles, with no industry to 
speak of except the wood-based. 
Also, the much hyped peace in the 
State has not led to resolution of 
Chakma refugee problem. 

Observers attribute the rebellion in 
Arunachal Congress, a breakaway faction 
of the Congress, to perceived discrimina¬ 
tion (HI tribal and religious lines and 
Apang's increasing autocratic and dynas¬ 
tic tendencies. Apang's wife is currently a 
member of State Assembly, while his 
eldest son, Omak Apang, despite being a 
first time MP, is the Minister of State in 
BJP-led government at the Centre. 

After being a part of Janata Party 
government in 1978, Mr Apang switched 
loyalties to the Congress and became 
the Chief Minister in 1980. In 
September 1996, Apang broke away 
from the Congress to launch the AC, 
which is now a part of the ruling 
coalition at the Centre. 
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RAJASTHAN 

More power for Panchayats 

T he Congress government in 

Rajasthan has decided to hand over 
control of primary ai\d middle level edu¬ 
cation to panchayats, to improve the edu- 
: cation system in the State. 

Earlier, the government had decided 
to transfer the powers of fixing the prior¬ 
ities of developmental works to panchay¬ 
ats. Local bodies will play a crucial role in 
formulating and financing the scheme 
which will be sent to the district develop¬ 
mental agency for execution. 

It will curtail the discretionary pow¬ 
ers of the collectors, who used to act 
according to their whims and fancies. 

. The government of Rajasthan has 
: also decided to set up a power regulatory 
board which will help fix power tariff in a 
rational maiuter and also in controlling 
the deficii 

The three-member regulatory board 
. would be headed by a retired judge of 
■ High Court. 

Tenure of the board would be for 
five years. Rajastlian is the seventeeth 
State to constitute such a board. 

STOCK MARKET 

Govt promulgates ordinance 

on buyback of shares 

O N Jan 5, 1999, Cabinet decided to 
approve the review of ordinance to 
allow companies to buyback their shares. 
The ordinance allowing companies to 
buyback their shares was issued on 
. October 31, 1998 and had sought to 
amend the 1956 Companies Act 

It was to expire on Jan 10,1999. The 
buyback ordinance will help the govern¬ 
ment to mobilise revenue through the 
; disinvestment process. 

; The government had set a budget 
target of realising Rs 5000 crore ihrou^ 
disinvestment of public sector undertak- 

Do You KnoML.. 

' The Railways hove constituted Justice H. 

R, Khonna Commission to suggest safe¬ 
ty meosums for avoiding railway Occi¬ 
dents in the country. 
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Econoniic News 


’ NoR-RMiideiUJfxl|a(ts(NR|s)^sin^ ^t\<i6nbf ecbn<mi|craf6iT^ 1^1, have Mm- 
Itrted into actoal tnvMtment 5 

A As agai^'ajtptoyals worthy ,8163109 crotgrj^n .by' the Oovemment between ^ 
1991 and 1998, is much as Rs 7399.11 crore have flown Into the country from this etton- 
nel tin October 1998^ 

. The year 1996 saw toe highest approvals in value terms, when proposals worto Rs 
2190 crore were sanctioned in the form of FDI from NRIs. 

Experts estimate .a massive rise in NRI resources in the country during 1998- 
. 99 following the Inflow of about S 4.16'billion from the,Resurgent India Bonds. 




NRi%|MVE$7lD:R9:T,|iK);qRORE pUilNG<1^ 

^ More than 90 per c«iTbf 9%^ Fdreign' Dife^ Investment (F0jNv>prorals;abcprd 


iitgs shares and now hopes that it would 
be able to mop up money through buy¬ 
back route where PSUs would buy their 
share back from the government. 

Besides allowing buyback of 25 per 
cent of the paid up capital and free 
reserves, the ordinance allows freedom to 
companies to issue sweat equity, make 
intercorporate investment and extend 
loans without government permission. 

AVIATION 

Corporatisation of five airports 
okayed 

T he Union government has cleared 
the corporatisation of five airports at 
Mumbai, New Delhi, Gdcutta, Chermal 
and Bangalore, so as to enable them to go 
in for collaborations and joint ventures to 
upgrade their facilities. 

This is a step towards government 
plans to build more than a dozen airports 
of international standard. 

An Airport Regulatory Authority 
would also be set up. The task force on 
infrastructure, headed by the Planning 
Commission Deputy Chtorman is in tlw 
process of ^ort-Usting mote than five 
other airports which would also be mod¬ 
ernised. 

The corporatisation of the five select¬ 
ed airports would be done on the pattern 
of the Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Ltd. 
Once these airports are corporatised, they 
would function as separate entities, inde¬ 
pendent of Airports Audiority of India 
(AAI) which rurw aiqmrts all over toe 
country. i 

These aiiports would become inde¬ 


pendent companies and would come 
under the preview of Companies Act 
1956. 

The corporatisation would pave the 
way for privatisation and inflow of for¬ 
eign investment in this area. 

It is estimated that Rs 3000 crore 
would be required for upgrading each of 
the airports. 

The five airports put together would 
require an investment of around $ 4 bil¬ 
lion. 

The government has already decid¬ 
ed to permit 74 per cent Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) in airport projects and 
to enhance this to 100 per cent on a case- 
to-case basis. 

While the corporations will go in for 
joint ventures to modernise the airports, 
the Airport Authority of India will retain 
its hold over air traffic control and other 
statutory services. 

WATER RESOURCES 
India may be hit by water 
scarcity 

I NDIA will be among toe countries 
worst hit by water scarcity which will 
be a primary global concern in the new 
millennium, according to worldwatch 
Institute in Washington. ^ 

Almost everywhere in India, fresh 
water acquifers are being pulled down by 
metres fee year and extraction (tf 
water from acquifers exceeds recharge by 
a factor of two or more. 

For example, fromm ht^Gtqant m 
driiling titefr' irr^tion wells some 13 
metres de^ ea<toyrar, in fiitile pursuit 
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of falluig<water tables. 

Depletion acquifets may result in 
. / steep cudMcks in ttte supply of irrigation 
' watefrUvhidt could reduce India's har> 
vest by 25 per cent in a country where 
food supply an^ demand are already pre¬ 
cariously balanced and where another 
600 million people are expected over the 
next half century. 

The report blamed the State govern¬ 
ments for being a catalyst in accelerating 
j the depletion of the water resources by 
1 giving farmers cheap or free electricity. It 
j is said d\at though subsidies are often 
defended in the name of poor farmer or 
I urban food buyer, most of the money 
ends up in the pockets of rich farmers 
who can afford electric pumps. 

LAW POINT 

Sexual harassment violative of 
^ fundamental rights 

T he Indian Supreme Court has ruled 
that each incident of sexual harass¬ 
ment at work place is a violation of fun¬ 
damental right to gender equality and 
the right to life and liberty—two most 
precious fundamental rights guaranteed 
by the Constitution. 

Enlarging the definitions of sexual 
harassment at work places, the Supreme 
Court ruled that physical contact was not 
an essential factor to charge a male col¬ 
league with molestation. 

The Court explained that sexual 
Ik harassment was a form of sexual discrim- 
' ' ination projected through unwelcome 
sexual advances, the request of sexual 
favours and other physical and verbal 
conduct with sexual overtones, whether 
directly or by innplication, particularly 
; when submission to or rejection of such a 
I conduct by the female employee'was 
I enable of being used for affecting the 
employment of female employee and 

Do YOU Kroil.. 

I 

Justic* D.P. Wadhwa, a sitting judge of 
the Supienw Court, is to heOd the com- 
missioh of inquiiy to probe the killinga ^ 
of the AuiinHm misii^iy and his two 
4 sens hf CMsset 


and h^p'SKm sp^ ttie taist phase of. 

ttMk life with purpl^^ ' . 

The draftpoRcyypresentijjif tp'the iMlon Cahtn^lor apprcWql, is ^ (o be ttie first 
oHtskihd. • ' 

Besides nraoting-obseiV^ of year'SQOO-as?^ the National Year for Older 
Persons, the document has suggested proyfeion of a broifid spectrum of basic 
amenities to this segment 

The main theme of the policy is to ar^eve intagraflon between young and the old 
and deveioffing a social support system, formal as wsif as informal, to Increase the 
potential of the famAles to take edre of the 

The policy also focuses'on the need to develop the huge human reserve iri the 
older age groups. The nunber of old persons will cross 100 mllflon mark by the year 
2013. . 


unreasonably interfering with her work 
performance. 

The Court made this ruling while 
upholding the dismissal from service 
of Apparel Export Promotion Council 
(AEPC) chairman's private secretary, 
' A.K. Chopra, on the charge of sexual¬ 
ly harassing a female typist ten years 
ago. 

Earlier, Delhi High Court, while 
exercising its revisional juri'' fiction, had 
directed Mr Chopra's reinstatenaent but 
without back wages as a^^ording to the 
High Court Mr Chopra did not "actual- 
ly"molest the junior employee but had 
"only" tried to molest her. 

But SC ruled that in a case Involving 
sexual harassment or attempt to sexually 
molest, the courts are required to exam¬ 
ine die broader probabilities of the case 
and not get swayed by insignificant dis¬ 
crepancies or narrow technicalities or the 
dictionary meaning of molestation. 

LABOUR 

Second Labour panel to be set 
up 

'T’HE government has decided to set up 
X the second National Commission on 
Labour, which will make suggestions to 
mtionaiise laws for workers in the o^an- 
ised sector and recommend an umbrella 
law to protect hfoour in unorganized 
^ployment. 

According to Labour Minister 
Satyanarayan Jatiya, the commission 
ivo^ have a teniae of 24 months. 


The commission would have a chafo 
man and two full-time members, besides 
seven part-time members, to represent 
government industry and workers. 

The commission would enable the 
government to review and frame labour 
policy in the right perspective resulting in , 
not only improved welfare of the work¬ 
ing class, but also better industrial cli¬ 
mate and increased productivity. 

The need for the second latour com¬ 
mission was felt because the country's 
economic enviroiunent had undergone . 
radical changes. 

The labour panel would, therefore, ; 
take into account the emerging economic 
environment, involving rapid technologi¬ 
cal changes, requiring response in terms 
of change in methods, timings and condi- 
tions of work in industry, trade and ser¬ 
vices, globalisation of economy, borides 
the desirability to bring the existing laws 
in tune wifii foture labour market needs 
and demands. 

Out of the country's total work-force 
of 350 million, only 30 million is in the 
organised sector and remain 320 million 
in unorganized sector with agriculture as 
its major component. The need for an 
umbrella legistetion for the unorganised 
sector is felt because of the large variety 
of laws for it like Minimum Wages 
Act, Payment of Wages Act, Contract 
Labour (protection and regulation) : 
Act, Bonded Labour. System i 
Abolition ,Act and Child Labour 
Prohibition and Regulations Act. 

The first Labour Commission was 
set under the chairmanship of Justice >' 
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P.B. Gajendragadkar. The proposal for 
the second commission was mooted by 
the Indian Labour Coitfetence in 
September, 1992. 

PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION 
SYSTEM 

Prices hiked and then partially 
withdrawn 

S UCGJMBING to pressure from with¬ 
in and outside, the BJP-led 14-party 
alliance, headed by Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee, decided on February 3, 
1999 to partially withdraw the price hike 
on rice and wheat distributed to con¬ 
sumers Below the Poverty Line (BPL) 
through ration shops. 

T^e government had earlier 
increased the price of rice and wheat 
through ration shops, for all cate¬ 
gories. 

As of now the BPL consumers would 
be sold wheat and rice at Rs 2.50 and Rs 
3.50 per kg, respectively. For consumers 
Above the Poverty Line (APL), wheat and 
rice would be sold at new prices, i.e., Rs 
650 and Rs 9.05 per kg, respectively. The 
sugar price has also been hiked from Rs 
11.40 to Rs 12.00 per kg. 

The government has also hiked the 
prices of urea, from Rs 3660 to Rs 4000 
per tonne. 

SCANDALS 

Jaya cases shifted to regular 
courts 

I N a controversial move that could have 
legal and political ramifications, the 
Centre has transferred the corruption 
cases against AIADMK leader Ms 
Jayalalifiia, her former ministers and 


Do You KnoiiL. 

A huge addition to refining capacity in 
the petroleum sector in 1999-2000 is 
expeiptod to moke India o net exporter of 
petroleum products. New refineries and 
expansions by 2000 are expected to 
increase eepr^ies by over 60% (obout 
40 million tonnes) 
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some top officials to four session judges 
in Chennai, from ffiree special judges. 

The three special judges-of the llth, 
12th and 13th additional sessions courts, 
who had been trying the corruption cases 
against the AIADMK leaders, have been 
allocated the CBI cases. The entire reallo¬ 
cation, according to the notification 
issued on February 5,1999, has been done 
under Section 4(2) of the Prevention of 
Corruption Act. 

According to State government 
sources, the move amounted to clear con¬ 
tempt of court since the Centre had inter¬ 
fered with the functioning of the three 
special courts even when their legality 
has been questioned before ffie Supreme 
Court. 

While the appointment of the special 
courts had been upheld by the First 
Bench of the Madras High Court, the 
Supreme Court, which refused to stay the 
proceedings before the special courts, 
had fbced February 15 for the final hear¬ 
ing in the matter. The Centre, after argu¬ 
ing before the High Court that it had no 
objection to the aOocation of business by 
the State government to the special 
courts, later changed its stand before die 
Supreme Court by claiming that only it 
had the exclusive powers to allocate busi¬ 
ness to special courts. 

On February 8, in a rebuff to the 
Centre's gazette notification, the special 
judges went ahead with the trial proceed¬ 
ings, refusing to take cognisance of the 
notification. 

Special Judge V. Radhakrishnan said 
that ffie notification did not have any 
legal sanctity or force and it might 
amount to contempt of court. "The notifi¬ 
cation is not even worth ffie paper on 
which it is printed", he said. 

The judges pointed out that 
the special judges had been 
appointed on April 30, 1997, as 
per the draft notification of the 
Madras High Court, to try a group 
of cases and not an aroa or areas 
of cases as presumed in the 
Centre's notification. The special 
judges functionedunder the 
superintendence of' the High , 
Court and, the Siijpreme XOiU^^^^ 
they poiinted ' ' 

Mr Radhakrishriiin^s^ 


. 'i f ' ‘ J" ' ■ 

tion has been ^ued under ffie pnisump- 
tion ffiat, in ffie appointment of more 
than one ^edal judge, the Centre alone k’ 
has die powers to sp^y the judges to try 
a group of cases uimer section 3(1) of dw 
Prevention of Corruption Act, while such 
powers were with regard to a particular 
area and not for a group of cas» hunched 
as corruption cases. 

The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Mr 
M. Karunanidhi, also asserted that his 
government would take all possible legal 
steps to challenge the Central notification 
shifting the corruption cases against Ms 
Jayalaiitha from special courts to regular 
courts. 


POPULATION EXPLOSION 
India out of demographic 
disaster: Report 


I NDIA has escaped a demographic dis¬ 
aster predicted by pessimists like Paul 
Ehrlich, "the high priest of anti-popula¬ 
tion gurus", and instead manag^ to 
"dramatically" better life of its people, a 
report says. 

Although India's population has 
doubled fiom 548 million to nearly one 
billion since 1970, "contrary to expecta¬ 
tions, despite unprecedented pressure on 
its resources, India has managed to dra¬ 
matically improve every measure of its 
people's existence". 

"Infant mortality was down from 
22 per 1,000 to nine per 1,000, life 
expectancy was up from 46 to 63 
years and per capita income has dou¬ 
bled, but India also has undergone a 
green revolution and doubled its pro¬ 
duction of grains. 

Ehrlich, a biologist, wrote in his 
1968 best-seller "the population 
bomb" after visiting India with two 
of his colleagues, "we observed a 
cro.wded slum". 

"The streets were alive wiffi people. 
People eating, peq>le Washing, pet^ 
deeping. People visitir^ 
serraming. People thrustvtg ffieir 
Ihrough the taxi windoiv, 

People chnging |o buses. i*je^»)ie'li^rd^^ 
animals, pia^'peopte, 
of us wefe, baddy, 
ds' 

~ * ■ ' • ... 'U-.,...'.'><!. 
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JORDAN 

King Hussein dead 

l^ING Hussein bin Talal of Jordan, a 
JVmoderating influence in the volatile 
middle east region and votary of ^ab 
reconciliation, died on February 7,1999, 
after a seven-month battle against cancer. 
He was 63. 

His son, Crown Prince Abdullah, 
named heir apparent by die ailing King, 
in a surprise move only eleven days 
before, replacing King Hussein's brotiwr 
Prince Hassan, has taken over as the new 
King of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan. 

King Abdullah, whose inexperience 
in governance has sparked off fears of 
chaos in Jordan and uncertainty in the 
region, appealed to his countrymen to 
rally behind him. 

King Hussein had weadtered politi¬ 
cal unrest war and several assassination 
atteo^its to rule the kingdom with an iron 
hand for nearly half a century. 

Under King Hussein's enlightened 
leadership, die predominandy Muslim 
monardiy grew from a fringe State with 
little staiuling in die int^national arena, 
to a kingdom widely respected for its 
moderating influence in the oil-rich 
region. 

Hussein played a key role in defin¬ 
ing die region's history, by working 
cet^essly to bring Israd to the negotiat¬ 
ing table widi its warrh^ Arab neigh- 
bours. 


Dq Ym Kihml. 

Peng Dom leke, new rMiamed, 
MatHBrena Pratop Sorevor, Is 

. iPUPOn-'; 

'W-KeiiigifB if Himtfehbt 



diiflMBlic prodikiikif dMi woildra poetM 48 cotmtfiearThie tixi has been brought about 


The report stelae thStif the workfs8.8 biHiOCt JnhabBants, 4:4 billion live In the devai- 
opmg oourrtrlas. ArnoiiQ these three-liftha have no ac^ tobasic sanitation, and a thitd 
(ittiSpeo|SeaiewHhout^:(M^^ ' 

The Insdiiltttton of al^er and sanitation for all would cost, nine billion doBars. Europe' 
afone sfknfoe t1 biffioh doitaia a y^r on ice 

Ohe-fiftli 6t the children are Under-nourished. Basic health care iuid nutrition would 
cost 13 blOipn drdlarsr-US.i^ Ewope spend 17 billion dollars a yearon p^lood. 
there are ofoe« siatisbcs: 

>Tha aiohe'spends sight biffion doHars a year on. cosmetics. 

■^jJapan spends 35 btflfondpUBrs a yearon business enteitaininent. 

■ Bjrope bums up SO biUkm dollars on dgairettss arid anodier 1(& billion dollars a 
year is guzded in aicohoSc beverages. 

The worfo sperute 4(X) bilifon dollars a year on narcotic drugs. 

■ The variousinatfons—including the poonrat ones—spend 780 billion a year 

on milita^ eisensos. \ 


PALESTINE 

30 Years of Yasser Arafat as 
Chief of PLO 

O N February 3, 1999, Yasser Arafat 
completed three decades as leader of 
the Palestinian Liberation Organisation. 
His taking over as the Qiairman in 1969 
ushered in the transformation of the 
group, from an Egyptian client group to 
an intrinsically, and independently, 
Palestinian movement. 

Under its previous Chairman, 
Ahmed Shukairy, the PLO was wide¬ 
ly viewed as the creation of Egyptian 
leader Gamel Abdel Nasser. But, in 
the wake of Israel's June 1967 rout of 
the armies of Egypt, Jordan and 
Syria, Nasser and the old PLO were 
dispirited and discredited. 

The then 39-year-old Arafat, who 
along with four colleagues had 
founded the Fatah movement ten 
years before, brought energy, mili¬ 
tancy and a Palestinian identity to 
the organisation. 

After the taking over of Arafat, 
the K.0 embarked on more direct 
confrqnftitlon^.with Israel—although 
in-conventional military terms with 
lip^uted success. 

fK ^ mwi beb^ a militant 

who has 

on the pn«^ oi pemx 




through negotiations has been tough. 

Initially, Arafat chose Jordan as 
FLO'S base of operations. But, he and 
his fighters were expelled by King 
Hussein in the so-called Black 
September operation of 1970, for set¬ 
ting up a Palestinian State within the 
State ^ Jordan. 

After finding refuge in Lebanon, 
the PLO then resumed operation 
against Israel but became increasing¬ 
ly embroiled in the Lebanese Civil 
War and was eventually expelled in 
1982 by the Israeli army and its 
Lebanese Christian allies. 

The Yasser Arafat shifted his 
base to Tunisia until Israel finally 
gave limited autonomy to the occu¬ 
pied Palestinian territories thus 
enabling the return of Arafat and his 
men to their homeland. 

JAPAN 

Obuchi govt forms coalition 
with Ozawa 

J APANE^ Prime Minister and Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) President 
eizo Obuchi has reshuffled his 
Cabinet in order to form a coalition 
with Jiyuto (Liberal Party) led by for¬ 
mer LDP secretary general Ichiro 
Qzawa. 

MARCH *89 COMPETITION master 7S) 





INIERNATIONAINEWS 


Obuchi reduced the Cabinet from 20 
to 18 members, the reduction being 
accomplished by merging some min¬ 
istries. 

According to analysts the mini- 
reshuffle' is significant for three reasons. 

Firstly, LDP and Jiyuto leaders have 
tried to reconcile their different view¬ 
points on policy matters. This was a new 
development, since previous coalitions 
ananged by the LDP, as in 1994 with 
Japan Socialist Party, fended to be pri¬ 
marily concerned with divisions of the 
spoils witih scant reference to policy. 

Second, as a result of coalition, LDP 
has been nudged towards a siighdy more 
reformist and right-wing posture, due to 
reformist credentials of Ozawa. The pre¬ 
cise extent of the compromises between 
the two parties is not altogether clear 
especially in relation to security matters. 
But the new coalition clearly intends to 
take a somewhat more assertive, less 
detached view of defence matters. 
However, Japan's vexed economic prob¬ 
lems have not figured as much in the 
coalition consultations as they should 
have. 

Third, it is apparent that the once 
powerful personality of Ichiro Ozawa has 
re-entered LDP politics. It was the depar¬ 
ture of the Ozawa from the LDP which 
brought down the government of the 
then Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa in 
1993 and led to the LDP losing its House 
of Representatives majority in the ensu¬ 
ing general election. 

Although LDP has regained its 
Lower House majority, but Liberal 
Party's 12 members in the Upper House 
are impr^tant because with their help 
LDP can oBset its losses in the Upper 
House. 

Also, Obuchi being in no position to 
give into Ozawa's demand for the post of 


Do You Knom.. 

A Oivraii lantern, mode of 2,000 sheets 
of thermocol, by o 9-member group 
from Pune, has been included in the 
Guinness Book of World Recods. The 
lontem is 38 feet high ond 22 feet wide 
and is lit by 10 bulbs. The Rs 3 lakh 
kmtem hod also figured in the Limco 
Book of Records lost year., 
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Deputy Prime Minister, will now have to 
ccmtend with Ozawa trying to consoli¬ 
date die ranks of those within LDP who 
share his vision of reform 

KOSOVO 

US advocates tough action 

T he us has signalled that it may send 
troops into Kosovo to administer a 
political settlement in the Serbian 
province. 

US and its European allies are 
demanding that Yugoslav President 
9obodan Milosevic halt military action 
against separatist ethnic Albanians in the 
province or face punitive action. 

The six countries—Britain, France, 
Germany, Italy and Russia—comprise the 
so-called contact group dealing with 
problems involving republics of former 
Yugoslavia. 

Some 2000 lives have been lost in an 
11-month conflict between Serb forces 
and Albanian separatist. In October 1998, 
Milosevic agreed to a ceasefire and to 
withdraw Serb troops from Albania, 
which he is determined to keep in 
Yugoslavia. 

Despite NATO's warning that 
Milosevic and ethnic Albanian rebels 
should attend peace talks in Rambouillet, 
France, or face the consequences, no 
promises have been made by either of die 
parties. Meanwhile the sufferings of the 


local people cr^tinue. 

WORLD ECONOMY 
IMF di^ards uae of francs, 
marks in favour of Euro 

• 

T he International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has discarded use of the French 
franc and the German deutsche mark in 
favour of the new European currency, 
the euro. Henceforth, euro will be used to 
calculate the value of the Special 
Drawing Right (SDR) and its interest 
rate. 

In addition to the euro, the IMF 
uses the Japanese yen, the British 
pound sterling and the US dollar to 
calculate the value of the SDR. 

The financial instruments in the SDR 
interest rate basket—the market yield of 
three-month treasury bills for France, 
Britain and the Unit^ States, the three- 
month inter-bank deposit rate for 
Germany and the three-month rate on 
certificates of deposit in Japan—will 
remain unchanged, although the French 
and German instruments will be 
expressed in euro. 

The IMF has replaced the currency 
amounts of the mark and the France in 
the SDR valuation basket with equivalent 
amounts of the euro, based on the fixed 
conversion rates between euro and the 
two previous currencies. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

ASQ: Advertising Standards Council 
of India 

CPCB; Central Pollution Control 
Board 

MRTP: Monopolies and Restrictive 
Trade Practices (Act) 

N AB ARD: National Bank for Agricul¬ 
ture and Rural Development 

SOHO: Small Office Home Office 

AWARDS 

Bihari Puruskar, 1998 

H NDI scholar Dr Vishwambhar Nath 
JpadKyaya is the recipient of the 
Bihari Purusiuir for his novel Vishmbahu 
Paraskuram. 

Golden Globe Awards 

S TEVEN Spielberg's Saving Private Ryan 
won the Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association's Golden Globe Award for best 
drama. Spielberg also got the Best Direcbr 
Award. 

Best drama actor award; Jim Carey for 
his role in The Truman Show. 

Best actress: Cate Blanchett for her 
part in the historical drama, Elizabeth. 
Best screenplay; Shakespeare in Love. 
Best comedy: Shakespeare in Love. 
Best actress in a comedy: Gwyneth 
Paltrow in Shakespeare in Ixitx. 

Best foreign movie: Central Station 
from Brazil. 

Cecil B. Demille Award for Lifetime 
Achievement: Jack Nicholson. 

Jnanpith Awan^ 1998 
T^ANNADA playwright Girish Kamad 
J\has been awarded the 34di Jnanpith 
Award, the seventh Kannada writer to be 
honoured with the award. 

National Awards, 1^- 

Bharat Ratna: Nobel laureate 
Amartya Sen, top scientist A.P.J. Abdul 
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Kalam, late socialist leader Jayaprakash 
Narayan, sitar maestro Ravi Shanicar 
and late Assamese leader Gopinath 
Bordoloi. 

Padma Vibhushan; Nuclear scientist 
R. Chidambaram, melody queen Lata 
MangesKkar, pioneer of "Operation 
Flood" Verghese Kurien, former Supreme 
Court judge H.R. Khanna, renowned 
vocalist Bhiffisen Joshi, Carnatic musician 
D.K. Pattammal, civil servant Dharam 
Vira, social workers Nana Deshmukh and 
P.S.V. Athawale, former Supreme Court 
judge V.R. Krishna Iyer, sculptor Satish 
Gujral, son of late President S. 
Radhakrishnan Sarvepalli Gopal, former 
Jammu and Kashmir Governor B.K. Nehru 
and late civil servant L.P. Singh. 

Padma Bhushan: Nuclear scientists 
Anil Kakodkar and K. Santhanam, thes- 
pian Ashok Kumar, litterateurs D.C. 
Kizhakemuri (Malyalam), Vidya Niwas 
Mishra (Sanskrit) and Shiv Mangal Singh 
Suman (Hindi), space scientist George Jo¬ 
seph, social workers H.D. Shourie and 
Jacob Cherian, politician Jagpravesh 
Chandra, social worker Pushpa Lata Das, 
opthalmologist S.S. Badrinath, industri¬ 
alist S.P. Godrq and Pandit Ram Kinkar 
Upadhyay. 

Padma Shri: Script writer Javed 
Akhtar, cricketer Sachin Tendulkar, 
weightlifter K. Malleshwari, novelist 
Ruskin Bond, educationalist Asis Dutta 
and Mizo social worker Brig T. Sailo are 
among the 34 people chosen for the 
Padma Shri. 

National Tourism Award, 1997-98 
INDIAN Railways are the recipients of 
idle National Tourism Award for 1997- 
98 for its innovative project. The Fairy 
Queen, which is the oldest woridt^ sbam 
locomotive in the world. Built m lSS, it 
is aliroady'kduded in the Guktness Book 
of Wqrld Records. 


International Film Festival Life Time 
Achievement award, 1999 
THE Ministry of Information and Btoad- 
X casting has instituted a Lifetime 
Achievement Award which will be given 
every year during the International Film 
Festival. The first award was conferred 
upon the Italian master, Bernado 
Bertolucci, whose films include The Little 
Buddha and The Sheltering Sky. 

UNESCO Literacy Mission Award, 1998 

T he UNKCO National Literacy Mis¬ 
sion (NLM) Award has been 
awarded to Rural Litigation and En¬ 
titlement Kendra (RLEK), Dehradun, 
for its work among the Van Gujjar 
community. 

BOOKS 

Bullet for Bullet: My Life as a Police 
Officer 

T he autobiography of supercop Julio 
Ribeiro which describes his experi¬ 
ences as a police officer. 

The Corrupt Society , 

TADUTTEN by Chandan Mitra, it is a 
V V description of corruption and 
criminalisation of society in modem India. 

VTshwabahtt Parashuiam 
TATRITTEN by Dr Vishwambhar Nath 
V V Upadhyaya, winner of the Bihari 
Puruskar, tte novel is a vivid dekriptfon 
of society, culture and histcuy during the 
Rigvedk times, Buough the character of 
I^huram. , 

CONFERENCES AND SUMMITS 
World meet to fight child . . • 

ptanogtaphy 

! A N inte^fiohal ^t to figl^ t^lidi r 
Xlpora^qAy h*4d In Fhrfi oft. ■ > 

Jaiiua^l^l9;|^999.. 

The nveiii Oij^mtised % IBtBSSGD;;,. 








brought together national and interna* 
tional government and Non*Govemment 
/Organisations (NGOs) and UN agencies 
^to help them fight fite menace. 

Law enforcement, research, infor¬ 
mation arid awareness-raising—all 
aimed at fighting the spread of 
paedophilia networks on the Internet— 
were raised at the Paris meeting: "Sexual 
abuse of children, child pornography 
and paedophilia on the Internet: An 
international challenge." 

The discussion covered family, social 
and economic causes and prevention of 
this phenomenon, besides care of children, 
judicial aspects, crime detection and law 
enforcement and extradition. 

CH Partnership Summit 

T he fifth CH Partnership Summit with 
the theme ‘preparing for new 
millennium' opened on January 7, 1999 
i and was attended by 1,007 delegates from 
India and 19 foreign countries. 

The partnership summit was 
organised by the Conf^eration of Indian 
Industry. The focus was on preparing for 
the new millennium. 

PERSONS 

Katnad, Girish 

TA7TNNER of the 34th Jnanpith Award, 
V Y the Kannada playwright was born 
in 1938. He studied at University of Ox¬ 
ford on a Rhodes scholarship and is a well 
known actor as weU. 

King Hussein 

R uler of Jordan for 47 years and a 
voice of moderation in the Middle 
East who acted as a bridge between the 
Palestinians and Israel, King Hussein 
died on February 8, 1999 after battling 
cancer for neatly an year. Ha had 
played an important role in the sign¬ 
ing of the Wye middle east peace accord 
in 1998. 

Under him, Jordan became the sec¬ 
ond Artd> country to have signed a peace 
treaty with Israel in 1994^ after Egypt.. 
King Hussein ivas born on Noveml^r,, 
14,1935 and is a descendant of Kashem;' 
the: ^reat girandfather of Prophet' 
Mohaouneil He had ruled Jordan since | 
1952» / .. _ 1 


PLACES 

Armenia 

' i HIS city in Colombia's coffee belt, west 
X of the capital Bogota, experienced the 
strongest earthquake, in January 1999, to 
strike Colombia in mom fiian a century. 
The tremor of magnitude 6, killed at least 
1,000 people and left almost 2,00,000 
homeless, 

RESEARCH 

Electronic Dictionary of 16 million 
colours 

B ritish scientists have created the 
world's first electronics dictionary of 
colours, a digital palette containing more 
than 16 million shades. 

A new system called Imagemaster— 
developed at the University of Manches¬ 
ter Institute of Science and Technology 
(UMIST)—would enable a precise defini¬ 
tion of colour for the first time, thus 
. enabling textile designers, manufacturers 
of cosmetics and fashion workers to decide 
which is the appropriate colour or shade 
to be used in the products like lipsticks 
and garments, a procres which earlier took 
several months to accomplish. 

The new system, which is already 
being used by Marks and Spencers and 
several other cosmetic n^anufactiuers, en¬ 
ables colours to be transmitted electroni¬ 
cally and accurately, thus facilitating an 
exchange of images from the mind to the 
computer in precisely defined colours. 

The new system also has important 
implications for medicine and food safety. 
With foe help of this system, surgeons will 
be able to study TV images of a patient's 
physical systems, a scar, a lesion or a 
tumour, even though they are separated 
by a thousands of miles, a process whidi 
requires a precise and accurate definition 
of colours, 

SPACE 

IWo new solar systems discovered 

W ITH the hdp of images from the 
powerful Hubble Telescope, US as¬ 
tronomers now have unique information 
of the formation of two new solar systems. 

. The images show two rings, similar 
to those around Saturn, which could 
contaiq mte or more as yet htvisiUe new 


One of foe rin^, photographed by 
Hubble's infra-red eye, is around a star 
known as HD-141569, in foe libra ccmstel- 
lation, about 320 li^t-years from foe earfo. 

The ring stretches around a youi^ 
sun three times larger than outs, with a 
diameter of 120 billion km. It is sliced by 
an empty six-billion-km wide streak. The 
second system was detected around star 
HR-4796-A, in the Centaurus 
constellation, some 220 light years from 
the earth. Its 10-billion-km ring is longer 
and narrower than the first 

The latest Hubble images indicate foe 
two stars are about 10 million years old. 

Planet that may host life 'discovered' 

A N international team of scientists has 
/^discovered an earth-size planet in the 
middle of the Milky Way, believed to have 
the potential to support life. 

I "It has a probable mass range between 

j that of foe earfo and that of foe planet 
Neptune. Probably, it would be a little bit 
heavier than foe earfo", researcher Ian Bond 
said. He explained foat the planet was the 
right distance from the nearest star to 
sustain life. Bond is an Auckland Univer¬ 
sity fellow who ebserved foe planet in New 
Zealand's Mount John observatory. 

An airplane on Mars 

T O mark the 100th anniversary of foe 
Wright brothers first airplane flight, 
NASA wants to duplicate foe event on 
Mars. The NASA budget for ZOOOcontains 
$ 50 million to begin development of a 
Mars airplane. An animated video played 
at a budget briefing showed a small, 
pilotless plane parachuting toward the 
sandy surface, unfolding its wings and 
propeller, and puttering off. But a lot 
about the plane remams to be determined, 
including actual design and mean of 
propulsion and delivery to Mars. Flying 
in Mars' atmosphere is like flying at about 
100,000 to 130,000 feet altitude above 
earth. A long-range jetliner flies at about 
30,000 feet altitude. There is also an eight- 
minute time lag for radio messages 
between earfo and Mlare, complicating the 
control of the plane, which would be 
utunanned. The goal, if all goes well, is to 
make the flight in 2003, the 100th 
anniversary of foe Wright brothers flight. 
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Mirror to reflect light from space 
A prototype of a futuristic Russian 
XJLproject to place a large sheet of 
aluminium foil in orbit, to light up parts 
of the Earth out of reach of the Sun's rays, 
was launched on February 4, 1999 from 
the Mir space station. 

The circular sheet of foil measuring 
25 metres in diameter was guided from a 
distance by cosmonauts aboard Mir. The 
"mirror" was to reflect sunrays onto 
Kazakhstan, when it was night on the 
Central Asian steppe. 

The circle of light, with the intensity 
of 5-10 times of a full moon, was to 
measure five to eight kilometres across on 
foe ground and move at a speed of about 
seven metres a second. 

The prototype was the second stage 
of a project called Znamia (flag), thought 
up by inventor Vladimir Syromyatnikov. 
The next stage is to deploy a similar but 
bigger reflector, measuring 70 metres in 
diameter, in year 2000. 

A giant model 200 metres across is 
planned in 2003 or 2005, which would be 
able to light up to five big cities. 

Syromyatiikov says his invention could 
not oi\ly save money in energy, but could 
make life easier for people living in far North 
during foe dark days of winter. He said the 
project posed no threat to foe environment 
because "it will not significantly modify foe 
temperature on foe ground". 

However, the mission failed as the 
mirror failed to unfold after being released 
from Mir, thus forcing the cosmonauts to 
abandon foe mission. 

Highest observatory in Ladakh 
A N astronomical observatory, being set 
Xxup in Ladakh by foe Indian Institute 
of Asfrophysics (IIA), would become foe 
world's hig^t observatory after it is com¬ 
missioned later this year. 

The observatory would be built on 
"Digpa Ratsa Ri"—the Scorpion hill- 
located in the middle of "Nilamkhul 
plain" in Hanle in South-Eastern Ladakh. 

A reflecting telescope, with a mirror 
of two-metre diameter wotild be installed 
at the hilltop. Compact in design and 
equipped with state-of-the-art instru¬ 
ments, foe telescope would be capable of 
imagina<tfHe universe in both visible and 
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infra-red wave lengths. When it becomes 
operational, it would be the highest 
ground-based telescope in foe world, lo¬ 
cated at an altitude of 4517 metres above 
the mean sea-level. 

The observatory will be the first of its 
kind in the trans-Himalayan region. 

MISCELLANY 
AIDS mystery solved 
"OESEARCHERS from the University of 
jAAlabama at Birnungham claim that 
they had convincing proof that foe AIDS 
virus spread on at least three separate occa¬ 
sions from chimpanzees to people in Africa. 
One of these cross-species transmissions 
was foe start of the epidemic that now 
infects about 35 million people worldwide. 

Chimps, which have probably carried 
foe virus for hundreds of thousands of 
years, apparently do not get sick froni it. 

1998 conference on retroviruses and 
opportunistic infections, evidence was 
presented that the virus probably first 
infected hunrans in foe 1940s or early 50s. 
It Ls now thought that this event occurred 
in west equatorial Africa when someone 
caught the virus from a chimp, perhaps 
after killing the animal for food. The 
researchers analysed frozen tissue saved 
from a chimp named Marilyn that died 
from complications of childbirth at a US 
Air Force private centre 14 years ago. The 
chimp version of the AIDS virus, the 
microbe now thought to be foe grandfa¬ 
ther of HIV, is called SI cpz. 

Carbon molecules transmit electricity 

M ore than a decade after foeir dis¬ 
covery, soccer ball-shaped carbon 
molecules can now be used to transmit 
electricity with no energy loss and also as 
a disease fighting agent. 

Called fullerene, these spherical con¬ 
glomeration of 60, and sometimes 70, 
carbon atoms can be used as a supercon¬ 
ducting material at very low temperature, 
according to Nobel laureate and the 
discoverer of fuUerenes, Sir Harold Kroto. 

Fullerenes can also be used to sweep 
biological bullets called free radicals, 
which damage tissues to cause various 
diseases including cancer. The soccer-ball 
shaped molecules can even be used to 
scavengg such bullets inside foe bnun 


Indian scientist invents instrument to 
test hardness of rubber 

A n Indian, Kumar B. Bhatia, has in¬ 
vented an instrument to accurately ' 
test foe hardness of rubber, sparking a 
possible change in intematkmal stands^. 

The National Research Development 
Corporation has applied for international 
patent in Germany, for the instrument, un¬ 
der its Foreign Patent Protection Scheme. 

Mr Bhatia also won the NRDC Re¬ 
public Day Invention Award for the year 
1999 of Rs 25,000. 

In India there is no Indian standard 
on shore hardness of rubber (foe unit for 
testing hardness of rubber is 'Shore') and 
therefore international standards such as 
German (No DIN 53505) and American 
(No. AST^ D-2240) are being followed 
here, as elsewhere. .. 

The Bureau of Indian Standards have 
decided to call their next meeting of Pe¬ 
troleum, Coal and Products Department 
to discuss the invention and take a 
decision to make the standards based on 
the new discovery. After BIS takes the 
above action, DIN German Institute 
(Deutscher Institute for Normung) Berlin, 
as well as ASTM (American Society for 
Testing Machines) will be approached to 
change foeir standards. 

Hardness testers for rubber are used 
to find hardness of any rubber or rubber¬ 
like products such as PVC, rubber, ebonite, 
bakelite and plastics. 

Similarly, oil seals, machine tool foun¬ 
dations, rubber shoes for jogging or 
walking, made of rubber, require a high 
level of accuracy to fulfil foeir individual 
functions properly. 

Hardness of rubber is found by press¬ 
ing a precision ground steel indentor uit- 
der a definite load into foe rubber sample 
and then its penetration into rubber is 
measured. 

The advantage of Mr Bhatia's instru¬ 
ment is that not only can it be carried in 
foe pocket, but it also gives a constant 
contact pressure betweeff the tester body 
and the rubber specimen, eliminating 
personal error. 

Due to these advantage, even a big 
truck l^re, aircraft tyre or even a smaflest- 
sized pendi eraser can be easily tested voy 
accuiatdy.. 



i 




IK 


GAMES 

Asian Winter Games 
THE fourth winter Asian Games opened 
on February 2,1999 at Kangnung, known 
as "Korea's Alps." Some 671 athletes and 
officials from 19 countries participated in 
the games. 

BILLIARDS 

National Billiards Championship 
ALOK Kumar of Punjab beat Devendra 
Joshi of Maharashtra to wrest the National 
Billiards Championship played at New 
Delhi. 

CHESS 

Hoogovens Title 

GARY Kasparov of Russia made a 
triumphant comeback to annex the 61st 
Hoogovens Grandmasters chess title after 
drawing his final game against Vladimir 
Kramnik. Viswanathan Anand beat 
Vasselin Topalov of Bulgaria to finish with 
9.5 points, a close second behind 
Kasparov, who scored 10 as he remained 
unbeaten throughout the tournament, 
which was held at Wijk Aan Jee in 
Netherlands. 

CRICKET 

Mark Taylor retires 

AIOTIAUA'S Mark Taylor announced his 
retirement from cricket onF^ruary 2,1999, 
because, he said, his heart was not in his 
game. Taylor had made his Test debut 
against thie West Indies in Sydney in 1989 
arid played 104 Tests. He finished his career 
against England in the fifth and final Ashes 
Test in Sydney, leading Australia to a 
^ record slxfo series win avet their oldest 
' rivate. Hie scored 7,5251bstrute, foe second 
most by any Australian, at an average of 
4830, with 19 cotturies and took a world 
recoj^ 157 catches. He had replacild 
^an Bookr as Austmlian captain ih 
Jutte(,19^. 


Wills Trophy 

JAI Prakash Yadav scored a hat-trick 
and helped Madhya Pradesh beat Bengal 
to bag the Wills Trophy, played at 
Calcutta. 

DeodharlYo{diy 

CENTRAL Zone beat South 2fone by five 
wickets to lift the Deodhar Trophy, played 
atAgartala. 

New Zealand-India Test Series 
CHRIS Cairns scored a century and helped 
New Zealand secured a 1-0 series win 
against India, when the third Test at 
Hamilton ended in a draw, giving New 
Zealand their best result since beating 
England 2-0 in 1986. While the first Test 
was abandoned due to rain, the second 
Test was won by New Zealand. 

South Africa-West Indies Test Series 
SOUTH Africa beat West Indies 5-0 in the 
five-Test series. This was the most 
humiliating Test series ever for the West 
Indies. 

South Africa-West Indies One-day 
Series 

SOUTH Africa won the fifth one-day 
international against West Indies by 89 
runs, taking a 4-1 lead in the seven-match 
series. After defeating the West Indies 
5-0 in Test series. South Africa has won the 
seven-match one-day series also. 

India-Pakistan Test Series 
SACHIN Tendulkar scored a century but 
could not help an Indian victory over arch 
rivals Pakistan, in tlw Chennai Test. The 
world's best off-spinner Saqlain Mushtaq 
took 10 wickets in the Test as India were 
all out for 258,13 short of the victory 
target. 

fo the second Test, played at New 
DelhL fodia convincingly teat Pakistanby 


212 runs to level the two-match series. The 
Pepsi trophy was, thus, shared by the two 
countries. The win was possible due to a 
world record performaiKe by Anil Kumble 
who took all the 10 wickets in the second 
innings of Pakistan. Kumble, thus, became 
only the second bowler in the world to 
take all the ten wickets in an innings. Before 
this only Jim Laker of England had 
achieved this feat. Kumble's tally was 
26.3 overs, 9 maidens, 74 runs, 10 wickete. 
His total haul from the match was 13 
wickets. 

GOLF 
SAARC Title 

INDIA won the inaugural SAARC golf 
championship defeating Sri Lanka 2-1 in 
the finals held at Bangalore. Indian amateur 
Harmcct Kahlon beat World Cup finalist 
Tissa Chandradasa by a margin of four 
holes. 

TENNIS 

Australian Open,'99 

YEVGENY Kafelnikov of Russia beat 
Swedish Thomas Enqvist 4-6, 6-0,6-3,7- 
6, (7-1) to win die Australian Open title, 
played at Melbourne. 

Martina Hingis won her fifth Grand 
Slam tide and thrid straight Australian 
Open final with a 6-2, 6-3 victory over 
Amelie Mauresmo of France. 

In the men's doubles tide, Leander 
Paes and .Mahesh Bhupathi fought 
Australia's Pat Rafter and Sweden's Jonas 
Workman till die fifth set, but then lost out. 
This was dieir first Grand Slam final entry. 

Hopman Cup, 1999 

AUSTRALIA'S newest tennissensadon, 15 
year old schoolgirl Jelena Dokic, and her 
partner, Mark PHiUppoussis, won the 
singles and the mixed team toumam«it 
and helped their country win die Hopman 
Cup, held at Perth. 
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WHOS WHO 



AffOMrED, Euscno Etc 

^King AbdulliA: He is die new King 
of Jordan. 

Anahuman Singh: He has been 
appointed Govenor of Rajasdian. 

Mukul Mithi: He has been appoin¬ 
ted Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh. 

Narayan Rana: He has been 
appdnted Chief Minister of Maharashtra. 

P.R. Kunmamanglam: Union Power 
hfinister, he has been given additional 
charge of Parliamentary Affairs 
Ministry. 

Vo' K.C. Pant: He has been appointed 
Deputy Chairman of the Planning 
Conunission. 

Hemant Kriahan Singh: He has been 
appointed India's ambassador to 
Columbia, 

RliSIGNEO 

Madan Lai Khurana: Union Par¬ 
liamentary Affairs Minister. 


Manohar Joshi: Chief Minister of 
Maharashbra. 

Gegong Apang: Chief Minister of 
Arunadial Pradesh. 

Luizinho Falein: Chief Ministu of 

Goa. 

OisiiNCuisiiED Visitors 

Jean-Claude Juncker: Prime Minister 
of Luxembourg. 

Vasudev Panday: Prime Minister of 
IHnidad and Tobago. 

Died 

. King Hussein: Ruler of Jordan for 47 
years. 

Ashok Jain: Giairman of The Times 
India group of newspapers. 

Gen K. Sunderji: Former Chief of 
Staff of Indian Army. He was 69. 

Dame Ms Murdock Whose Macabre 
and comic sensibility nude her one of 
Britain’s most admir^ modem novelist 
She was 79. 


EVENTS 


JANUARY 

12—Banking services ate paralysed as 12 
lakh employees in the banldng sector 
go on strike, demanding a wage hike 


of 20 per cent 

-The 28-month old Arunachal 
Congress Ministry headed by 
Gegong Apang resigns after losing 


a vote of confidence in die Stats 
Assembly. 

23—An Australian missionary, Graham 
Stewart Staines, and his two dhildren 
are burnt alive in Keonjhar district 
in Orissa. 

26—A powerful earthquake in 
Colombia's roffee belt kills 1,000 
people and renders thousands 
homeless. 

—At least 21 people are gunned 
down by the outlawed Ranvir 
Sena, a private army, in Jehanabad 
in Bihar. 

30—India and USA have talks on 
nuclear non-proliferation and 
other security issues and decide to 
extend talks. 

FEBRUARY 

3—Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee 
accepts Nawaz Sharif's invitation to 
join the inaugural bus to Lahore and 
promises to move forward on a 
bilateral nuclear dialogue with, 
Islamabad. 

5— A 35-year old Catholic nun is 
allegedly raped in Baripada in 
Orissa. 

6— The police conduct a surprise 
inspection of the Golden Temple 
Complex in Amritsar. 
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dd^ everyone I 

somebody to tell us 'how to' - 


/»oi«pFc^^^nye, how to study and obviously 
hoy^i^^mhead of others I And this 
phen.^^^n is nothing new! Since time 
imineinoriif this is happening - Just flip 
through the pages of our scriptures - 
? RAMAYAHA, MAHABHARATA, UPNiSHADS 
> and you will find innumerable instances 
depIghHi to stress the need of a GURU i.e. a 
preceptor >f a person with wisdom who can 
guide you through and believe me, you too 
need one hryour ‘hurdle race’ for a bright 
career 

"VV'* V -4*''» 

^ Yc^'seaixM for a Guru comes to an end when 




ypu are wjm us as we have been guiding the 
dasdnj^pf^pousands and thousands of our 
staiMiite^^ce our Inception and we are sure 
best help to help you sail 

.■'‘•■"t’ through' 
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The best two letters ol the month, appearing in the box, have been awarded a prize of 
Rs too 00 each Readers are invited to send us their views on topics covered iolhis issue. 
You can also c-mail your response to: l«tt«rt®eomp*tlti 0 iimattor.eoin. The decision 
nl the Editor wilt be finat 
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FIFTY YEARS OF IfRIGHTS 

I had heard many discussiorts Pit;‘lfiuman rights but was 
unable to comprehend the reai lKues^ but your cover feature 
made everything very clear to me, I feel everybody must know 
what human rights is ail about safeguarding them. We must 
not treat backward and illiterate people badly. Those who are 
educated must improve themselves to take can* of others. 

Chimmyee Sahu 
Visaldiapalnam, Andhra Pradesh 

AUTOMOBILE SECTOR AND 
POLLUTION 

The new cars are changing the look of Indian roads. But 
with so many vehicles, environmental pollution is increasing. 
We still do not use lead-free petrol and our vehicles do not meet 
the emission control norms of the developed world. The problem 
is getting worse by the day. With the new cars we also need 
more control on the use of vehicles, so that pollution remain 
under control.. 

Pranav Kumar 
Darbhanga, Bihar 


POLITICS—A 
SHAME 

You have rightly pointed 
out in your editorial (February 
99) that politicians should be 
ideals for the a»mmon man. Yet, 
we have leaders who are 
anything but that. 1 was 
appalled to hear a leader make 
the statement that it is not 
neces.sary to be literate, even 
though our country has been 
trying hard to fight illiteracy. 
What examples are such leaders 
setting? 

Shiivfa S. Prabhudesai 
Mumbai 

THE KILLING OF 
MISSIONARIES 

These days our country is 
passing through a period of 
lawlessness. Criminals rule 

where governance is missing. 

They are not afraid of getting 
caught. Leaders try to give such 
incidents a political shape. We 
have to wait for a strong 
leadership for law and order to 
return to the country. 
Otherwise, we will keep 
hearing of such ghastly crimes 
everyday. 

Ruchika Maiviya 
Allahabad, Utlar Pradesh 

AMARTYA EFFECT 
ON INDIA 

. , Amarlya Sen has brought 
gidry to India. But we can pay 
tnie homage to him only if his 
pathbreaking work in the field 
of welfare development 
economics is put into practice. 


This is the only way we can 
show respect to him. 

Annie Rila Moraes 
Puri, Orissa 

FISCAL SECTOR 
REFORMS 

The fiscal sector reforms 
initiated in the nineties seem 
to have failed to rescue the 
economy from crisis. Foreign 
investment has been 
stagnant. PSU disinvestment 
has been stalled. A tight 
fiscal policy is the need of 
the hour. The government 
must control its expenditure, 

otherwise it will lead the 

country to rum. 

Sachin Sethi 
Karnal, Haryana 

DODGING AN 
EGOTIST 

The discussions in the 
Personality Development 
feature are the real story of daily 
life. The problem is: how to 
avoid these egotists? My 
temperament does not tolerate 
an egotist, but if my superior 
be one, what can 1 do? 1 hope 
you will give instructions for 
this question so that one can 
get an effective way to avoid 
an egotist, without affecting 
one's career. 

Samik Chakraborty 
Jalpaiguri, West Bengal 

OGLING 

It is the male mindset that 
makes us look at the opposite 
sex in appreciation. Males want 


to shoot a Cupid's arrow 
through their appreciative 
looks. You have rightly said (In 
Lighter Vein) that females enjoy 
this attention. It is not eve 
teasing, but harmless 
appreciation. 

Sabyasachi Mondal 
Calcutta 

NDA EXAM 
SPECIAL 

The NDA Exam Ready 
Redconer gave valuable hints fat 
those preparing for the exam. 
Students can certainly achieve 
success through your help and 
guidance. Please publish more 
such packages for different 


exams. 

Amor Kumar 
Purulia, West Bengal 

SUCCESS STORY 

1 have cleared the Bank 
Probationary Officer exam and 
about a dozen other competitive 
exams. Success has come to me 
through hard work, perseve¬ 
rance and the guidance and study 
material provided by The 
Competition Master. I started 
reading your magazine in Match, 
1995 and it has been my constant 
companion ever since. 1 sincerely 
thaidr you for your help. 

Sundeep Kumar Vemm 
New DeM 
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Objective MuRiple Choice Questions • Qloasaiy of Important 
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• Three Model Papers mcorporating 
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PAPERS • Study Material • 120 Impor¬ 
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• Engllah Languaga (Practical Engllah 
Qiammar. Common Errors, Word Pnver etc.) 
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• Quantitative Aptitude (Number System, 
Graphs, Ibbulalion of Data, Mensuration etc.) 

• Oeecriptiva English (Short Essays, 
Propositonaelc.) 
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Previoue Ybaie' Papers LPrtee Re. 2801 



• Model Papers Based on Prevloua Vaara* 
Papers (with Answsrs/Solutiom) 

a Mstheniatiee—Arithmetic, Mensuration, 
Algebra, Geotneby IHgonornetry and Statlslics. 
Thorough Explanation of Basic Concepts, 
Solvod Examples A Exercises tor practice. All 
Answers glvsn. 

a Oaneral Knowledge-SCIENCES (Physics, 
Chemistry; General Science—Biology; Solar 
System etc.), HUMANITIES (Hlatory, 
Constitution of India, Indian Economy, 
Geography Currant Affairs ela) 

a English—Practical English Grammar, 
Common Errors, Prepositions, Compre¬ 
hension A Vtocabulary. { 




Comprehsnsiva Coverage of 
a Engllah Language (Practical EnglM 
Grammar, Common Errors, Compre¬ 
hension, Vxabutary etc.) 
e intelllgenca A Reasoning (LogtcN, Mwbai, 
Non-\tofbal), Data Interpretation 
e Basie Mathematics (Algebra, Geometry, 
Trigonometry, Co-ordinate Geometry, 
Matrices, Calculus) 

a Basie Mathematics Review containing 
500 Memory Plus Practical Tips 
a Arithmatic (Number System, Graphs, 
Tabulation of Data, Mensuration etc.) 
a General KncwledgafGsnarai Seiance 
a Business and Management Q.IC, Current 
Affairs 
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Otploma Courso) 
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Interpretation) A Legieat Dedueden 
a Numerical Abllity/Arithmetic (Number 
System, Graphs, Tabulation of Data, 
Mensuraiion) 

a Beale Mathematlea (Algebra, Geometry, 
ligonometry Cooitinata Geometry Matrioea 
Catoulus) 

a English Languaga (Practical English 
Grammar, Common Enors. Qom pr eher w lon, 
\tocabularyaic.) 
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I.M.A., Ptaval Acadamy, Air Force 
A Offlcara’lkainlng Academy 


a Model Papers based on Previoue Vaare* 
Papers (with Anawars/Solutfona) 

a English—Practical English Grammar, 
Common Errora, Prepositions, Compre¬ 
hension AVtocabulary 

a Qenersi Know l edga S CIENCES (Physics. 
Chemistry, General Solenoe—Biology Solar 
System etc.), HUMANITIES (History, 
Constitution of India, Indian Economy, 
Geography Currant AfISbs etc.) 
a Mathamatles—Arithmetic, Mensuratiim, 
Algebra, Geometry. Trigonometry and 
Statistics. Thorough Explanation of-Basic 
Conoepta, Sotvad Example s A Exerdsea tor 
practloe.AI Answers givm. ^ 
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APPROACH Rs. 78 
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LANGUAGE Rs. 45 

OesignodlooovaravBStrangeof oommonarmra . 
and pftfals. Explanatory notes given for Otorough 
understsndhg arxf good groundtog. 
lADGPKITOFiDIOMSAPHRAtiS Rs. 60 
A dose scrutiny of a wide range of hfionM and 
Phissea Mea n ings given. Usage expMned. A rich 
fabric, excellent texture. A store house of 
knowtodge of EngNsh Languaga 
14DGPIOTOFQUO!XnONS Rs. 60 
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Youth and Crime 


C RIMES and criminals have always 
harried, harassed and haunted 
civilised societies. The higher we have 
Ijcen moving up the social ladder, the more 
subtle and substantial have become the 
tricks and traits of crimes and criminals. 
Crimes luring the youth into their fold is 
a phenomenon that is causing many a 
sleepless night, both to the parents as well 
as to the law-enforcing authorities. One 
police finding manifests a highly 
disturbing trend tliat nearly ninety-three 
per cent of arrested 'first-timers’ in 1998 
had committed or broke the law not for 
removing their poverty. They took to these 
activities because of their unbridled 
aspiration. This is a generation of "I want 
it and I want it now." or "Get rich quick 
and kick everybody else into the ditch." 

With corruption and crimiiuitisation 
colluding with conspicuous consumption, 
making compromises with one's 
conscience has become quite a convenient 
course. The citadels of morality having 
fallen and the edifices of values being 
eroded every day, the minds of the Indian 
youth are left witli very few examples of 
uprightness to emulate and excel. Since 
most young criminals are well-educated 
and from wealthy families, it is the lack of 
compulsory moral science in the primary 
formative years of education in our 
country that has truide young minds go 
astray. 

The total disregard for the safety of 
others and the subsequent ignorance of 
social and humanitarian obligations on the 
part of youth calls for indepth 
introspection not only from their family 
members, as to what values they have 
imparted to them, but also in society as to 
where we are heading. There seenns no 
value for the life of the common man 
because the youngsters from affluent and 


resourceful families know that their 
parents can purchase the law. A battery of 
lawyers will work over-time to get them 
all the benefits of the loopholes in the 
system. Swami Vivekananda's faith in the 
ability of the youth to shape the future of 
a country stands terribly shaken if their 
present passions, pursuits and proclivities 
are taken into account. 

Crime figures speak for themselves 
how the Indian youth have taken to the 
world of crime and trampled under their 
feet the great causes for which they were 
expected to prepare themselves. Police 
officials in all the metropolitans know the 
situation is getting serious every day. In 
tht*se cities, rich businessmen get robbed, 
commuters get mugged on trains or 
stabbed in buses, women get raped behind 
tinted car windows and jilted boyfriends 
throw acid. 

Ambitiotis soar and images of making 
it big (cars, exotic holidays) constantly 
play on the minds of the youth, but when 
failure strikes, most can't handle it. In 
desperation, they fall for the easy path of 
'robbing others to enrich themselves’, in 
an environment where old, known value 
systems have crumbled and the new ones 
have not firmed. 

"You can slam one manhole cover 
shut but the force of the sewage will push 
up somewhere else"—Bernard Ingham’s 
observation on the present-day depravity 
so candid in most metros of the world, 
but particularly noticeable in some of our 
crime-prone mega cities where politics 
without accountability, economics without 
efficiency, media wi^out integrity, traffic 
without control and above all, avarice- 
based real estate values, has brought the 
stiidc to die core of metros. When social 
pressures were high nothing was hidden 
from neighbours, it Wais easy to identify 


criminal elements. But with tlie growth of 
the city, the communication systems have 
broken down, giving crimin^ly inclined 
greater anonymity. In some cases, it is an 
ivory-tower existence where, courtesy to 
the youth's parents, they are blessed with 
security, a life without any obstacles, 
troubles or even rules. They tliiiUc nothing 
of breaking the law' or manipulating it to 
suit their interests. The parents, without 
realismg the implications of their over- 
indulgence, have given this new 
generation of kids everytliing on a platter. 
If some of them go blind because of the 
glitter of gold under their thumb, or just 
become mad in the glare of money, the 
entire blame should not be laid on the 
youthful shoulders. The parents are 
equally to blame for the sordid state of 
affairs in which their young children fiiid 
themselves. 

Worse still, any sense of resignation, 
the uncanny ability to reconcile with 
injustice and connive at the wrong proves 
fatal for the country. When tlie youth loses 
faith in age, it is caught in the whirlpool 
like a rudderless boat, unable to stear 
ahead. If the youth of a country is lost, the 
future is lost. 
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EDITORIAL 


Bus Diplomacy 


he late Mr 
Jawaharlal 
Ndini died at 
the age of 74. 
MrAtal 
Behari Vj^ayee, became the 
Prime Minister of India at 
74. We mention this fact 
because die great Nehru who 
"ruled* the country from 
1947 could not solve die 
knotty problems between 
India and Pakistan. The 
tribal raid of Kashmir's 
reference to the United 
Naticms has cost the country 
countless lives. The proxy 
war goes on. It is in this 
backdrop that Mr Vi^ayee 
has changed from dinner 
diplomacy to "bus" 
diplomacy. 

A journey of ten 
thousand miles begins with 
the first step. It is welcome. 
The "team" our Mme 
Minister has chosen to take 
with him in die bus, could 
not be faulted. It is an 
excellent blend of 
popularity-^ India as well 
as in Pakistan. Some of 
them have had roots in 
Pakistan. Good public 
relations. 

Not many may know 
diat bdiind ^ new form of 
diplomacy is Mr KJL 
Mtdkani, former editor of 




Organiser and Mother Land a 
known Pak-baiter. We 
mention diis because it 
duows a significant 
pointer—even "hawks" can 
become "doves". 

The cynics had 
predicted diat the Ve^ayee 
voyage to Lahore will bring 
nodiing substantial. They are 
partly right. The Kashmir 
problem remains where it 
was. What was discussed 
"secretiy" is unknown. Now 
die empty ilwtoric about 
Kashmir should stop, at 
least. It may help in coding 
die atmosphere and making 
it conducive for calm 
argument. For, countries 
quarrel when diey cannot 
argue. They go to war 
when they have no 
argument left. 

Hie presetd Home 


Minister had vowed to end 
to "proxy war". Mr 
Jawaharlal Nehru had 
publicly declared, "I have 
ordered the army to throw 
out the Chinese." (They still 
occupy thousands of miles 
of Indian territory). Kashmir 
is an integral part of India, 
say our leaders who have 
lungs of iroa Yet, Azad 
Kashmir remains with 
Pakistan. Can we take a hint 
from Sardar Patel? Police 
Action brought Hyderabad 
into the fold of die Indian 
Union. Kridma Menon 
integrated Goa into the 
Union after army action. 

No Indian leader ever 
mentions these sterling 
achievements otherwise we 
would have at least duee 
"Kadunirs". 

We are md advocating 


war. Far from it. We are 
exposing die verbal guns our 
leaders keep firiig without 
aiming at the real enemy. 
Indira Gandhi returned 
90,000 prisoners of war after 
die liberation of Bangladesh 
in return for a few sweet 
(cunnir^) promises from 
Bhutto. I^ Bahadur Shastri 
returned the territory wrm 
by Indian army at die 
Tashkent Agreement. We win 
dte war but lose it at die 
confetaice tabfe. In 
dipkimacy, (miy formalities 
should be obsnved. 
Morafities slwuld be kept in 
a cu{dx)ard. The marad^ 
tA 74 plus by V^ayee will 
brir^ practkalty nodting 
exo^pditical 
breadilMsneBa as dw Italian 
madam is bM^iing dtii||!i| 
hisneck. 
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SPECIAL I I.Ml KM 


The Bus Journey to Pakistan 


Given Ike history of hostility and suspi¬ 
cion between Pakistan and India, every new 
effort to mark a fresh beginning is greet^ with 
great optimism. Years ago, the Shimla agree¬ 
ment had raised hopes of an improvement of 
relations among the two neighbours. Subse¬ 
quently, many rounds of talks have taken place 
between secretaries and leaders but the fmlil- 
ily has remained. The explosion of nuclear 
bombs by the two countries, last year, had 
symbolic the worsening of relations. 

In this background, the bus journey un¬ 
dertaken by India's Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee is a historic step indeed. It was a 
^ning moment of history because it may loell 
be a turning point of relations, from suspicion 
and hostility to trust and cooperation. 

T^R years, India and Pakistan have built 
X’a wall of hostility between them. This 
is an artifidai wall, since the people of the 
two countries still feel one with each other. 
There are parallels to be drawn with the 
Berlin Wall, which was made in the after- 
math of Wforld War H but a spontaneous 
rising of popular will resulted in its break¬ 
down—it was taken apart brick b]f brick 
by the people on bodi sides. Popular sen¬ 
timent echoes the same feeling about the 
border between India and Pakistan. So has 
the tine come to dismantle borders and 
start thinking of the sub-continent as one 
country,«it once was—or at least hope 
for better relations? 

Hopes of peace and cooperation were 
raised when Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee took a bus journey to Lahore 
along with eminent persons like Dev 
Anaiul, Pargat Singh, Sadsh Gi^ and 
Prakash Sin^ Badal. ThePakistan govern¬ 
ment rose to the occaaon and exte^ed all 
possSrle ho^itaHty to ^ ^oup. The idea 
.waalo build bridga, arid & ^(mtaneous 
dii^y ttf warmth, by people on the two 
skies borckr diwed drat a desire 
! fbrpeawdidexi8tatalatemsfage;inl947,- 
i&o^ies had been brotot arid people had 


to flee their homes as the country was 
wrenched in two. Independence had come 
at a great price for the people; 50 years 
later it was perhaps time to shed the bitter¬ 
ness. 

Over the years, rivalry between the 
nations has increased. Wars have been 
fought and there was a fwling of distrust 
and emnity. ^%sted interests on both sides 
kept the countries apart. The bogey of a 
threat from across fte border has been 
raised by leaders of both countries, when¬ 
ever they were faced with domestic 
troubles. Religious groups spread hate for 
people in the neighbouring country. Peace 
initiatives had floundered and ^e war 
mongering reached a crescendo when 
nuclear bombs were exploded by both the 
countries in 1998. For many months it 
seemed that peace was impossible. 

The Indian Prime Minister's bus jou^ 
ney to Pakistan was, however; strewn with 
boulders: right on cue came the news that 
militants had guimed down 20 people in 
three separate incidents in Jairunu district. 
On the Pakistan side of the border; the fun¬ 
damentalist Jamaat-I-Islami called for a 
bandh and attacked a section of the prime 
ministerial cavalcade in Lahore. The Buee 
Pakistani service chiefs declined their 
Prime Minister's suggestion that they be 
present at the reception in honour of the 
Indian guest at the border. Acting in such 
an atmosphere of hostility, Vajpayee's de¬ 
cision and Nawaz Sharif's hc^itality is 
historic ind^. The padi to normalisation 
of relations is tough, given tte feet that 
there are vested interests on bodi sides who 
want that the two countries should never j 
befriends. 

Cynics will, no doubt, dismiss die'This 
summit" as all hype and no substance. 
After alL so rnany rounds (rftalkshave bem 
held in die past widiout any positive '^ 
suit Many times in diepast hopes rrfbetr'^ 
terrriatibtishavebeeniidseiLai^tebieak ' 
bemuse 


There are contaidous issues on both sides 
which have prevented any normalisation 
of relations. For example, Pakistan has 
raised the Kashmir iSsue at every conceiv¬ 
able opportunity and said that nodiing can 
move if it is not resolved. India has fre¬ 
quently raised die matter of cross border 
terrorism, which Pakistan allegedly spon¬ 
sors. Given hard stances on both sides, no 
other development has been possible. 
SAARC efforts to have a free trade zone 
(SAFTA) have not succeeded because its 
two big members could not agree on many 
issues, hiter-country trade or cultural ex¬ 
changes have been stalled for over half a 
century. 

Lahore Declaration 

T he Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) signed by the two coimtries on 
February 21,1999 is a first step by both 
sides to reduce the risk of nudear war and 
to build a fi-amework of peice. It lists the 
following six points: 

1. The two countries will take mea¬ 
sures to avoid aeddentai or unauthorised 
use of nudear weapons. 

2. They wiU give advancenotifica- 

tion of ballistic missile tests. 

3. They will prevent incidents at sea 

or air space by vessels and aircraft. 

4. They will discuss eaA othn's 
security corKepts wd doctrines to avoid 
conflict. 

5. Titty will diide by the'p^ge not 
to conduct nuclear tests. 

6. The two cotmteies lyill review 
and upgrade oanmunkation links. 

The Lahoieriedaralion raised mmiy 
questirms. Among diem: dieu^ It did 
promise to avoid, licciderital or 
tinattdiorised iuse ^ nudear vhsapq^, 
whaf jibouLd^andiiOki^ 
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Devfikad, 

MyimwiinUBipm. Imotloidtyga 
'vdn»tN>Amm»surBrUinifypoiMaJuca6 
*im Bqm'i Mind Power Study ‘Ibchniquei.” 

Wlm Vm oily 10% MImI Pmmt 

\bgU neve tlwiM known that endi peieon’t mind 
is very pcwerflil. m lelcntim now nty that moat 
people uie only 10% of their mind power. That 
iqNo 90% of mind power icmaina ludden and 
unuied. , 

My couneteadiea youtouaepaitofthif 90% to 
atudy better, to InqMOve your mnnory, and to get 
MKcew in your exam and competition. 

SurprtaliM Blit DriM 

Consider thii; Tbu have been learning many 
subjects in sdiaals or cidloges Ibr H), or 12, or 
more years. & is surprising that th^ do not qiend 
even 1 hour to leach you how to use nwre of your 
mind power Ibr success. 

My powerftii. result>oriented course will help you 
in emythii^ yw want to study; Endfali, PliyHca, 
Accotmliag, HMoiy, etc. and for US, ^(T, HT. 
Bowd Exams, FO. Beak, UFSC. SSC, CA, C8, 
etc. 

Cant Make You Suparman. No Magic. 

I warn to make it clear tnat my course cannot 
make you a superman or give you success by magic 
if you do not work hard. 

What my course can do it to help you diicover 
the hidden talents and naniral abilities of your mindP 
such as reading bster and rememberirig more in lets 
time. 

1 guarantee that my course will help you towards 
success if you are a dnce» and ambitious studett 
who studies average or more, is different, and 
serioualy wants to get success. Both toppm and 
ordinary students will greatly benefit. 

Just at a strong fbuiidatioa helps to build a good 
builr^, this course helps you to make the btit use 
of your hard work and studying/coaching. 

■■■rwa Yaar HaaMry (NIcUy 

\bu will learn many easy techniques to improve 
your memory in this course. Let me ^ve brief 
summary of two such techniques here. 

Ibchruqiie 1: The brain hu two memory stores: 
short-term and long'terra. Beaearch shows that 
without revision, after 24 hours we remember only 
18%. After 1 month only 5%. It clearly Shows that 
we must revise. But, most students do not revise 
systcanadcaliy, so much of their hard work is 
wasted. I teach you the powerftii techniques 
‘Systematic Revisian'’ and ‘Daily Boutine* so that 
you can ipvise and re m ember more in less time. 

Ibchniquel: Scientific research has proved that 
for better memory, we should take tem and not 
study oonthuMum Cor hours, libu will leam niy 
technim ‘Best Roiitine’ to get maxinaim bendh 
ftom the rest This technique relaxes you, changes 
ixmr btaln waves, and puts you In a‘foarning sute*. 

IMMr M iMisB taftor 

Bwaymiafo leam to read and understand 300, 
300 or mon words per mimite. But, many of us 
read only about no wMds per mhaiie. My‘Hiiger 
Tbchnlque* will doidileiiottr speed In 60 mhaites. 

Tbu may read jiewly for them reatons: O) V you 
read aloiid or move (O If you hear sounds in 

your inihri CB U yon read one word « a dance 
taiher than setdBn <M >9 wnids M idthout. 

eit«% yob read Mae swxds again and evtlh. 

Tbk edimn wtt hate yon 0 omeiMH theta 
habha. The baatuaeofnnd^i teller is not 0 Study 
new cloBisn 10 ns llnit tiffle, but 0 reviSB agabh. 
and sotete yni can reoMteber meselh 


offiirnfcririt iwm 
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Mte-feata 
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Pi ()(iI of Benefit 


OwStaiMtSMs 
All hrflte llMte«nr iMonI 

Our student Ra|N Chaudwiy hae 
rtoanUy til a mamoiy raoord. 
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MM ftnvw Mmto hum era MtMf Amur neMaruO 
(naUuM UtMpur.’ 
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may not have been far-reaching, but it did 
signify the breaking of ice between the 
two countries after both had exploded 
nuclear bombs. For much of 1998, Paki¬ 
stan had stepped up firing along the bor¬ 
der and damaged many Indian villages. 
From a war-like situation, the very fact 
that they had started talking peace was 
indeed a big distance. 

The declaration must then be seen as 
a first step towards peace and the attempt 
of not creating a nuclear holocaust by er¬ 
ror or misunderstanding. It is a framework 
for long-term agreements. A target of mid- 
1999 has been set for the purpose. The 
path is undoubtedly a difficult one, but 
one that must be taken. From Pakistan's 
point 'of view, peace with India makes 
sense as it faces an economic crisis. From 
Vajpayee's viewpoint, it is an opportunity 
to leave a mark on history, given the 
troubled nature of his coalition govern¬ 
ment. For once, the statesmen in the two 
leaders took precedence over local poli¬ 
tics. 

Beyond Rhetoric 

T he euphoria was not to last for long. 

Shortly after the Lahore Declaration 
was agreed upon, Pakistan's Prime Minis¬ 
ter Nawaz Sharif asserted that talks with 
India may have to be suspended if the 
Kashmir issue was not resolved within a 
specified time-frame. Suddenly, it seemed 
that the bonhomie that marked the Lahore 
talks was being clouded by the harsh reali¬ 
ties of sutxontinentai politics. The Paki¬ 
stan Prime Minister delivered a threat that 
his country "may have to look for some 
other options" if the talks led nowhere. 
India's reply was unequivocal that it was 
not prepared to lose any more land. 

This development gave a setback to 
the Lahore declaration. Would the bus di¬ 
plomacy end in some sentimental moments 
and no concrete results? Though .cynics 
could well dismiss Vajpayee's trip as a 
tamasha, Sharif's comments had only 
showed that a quick solution was not pos¬ 
sible. There was a great amount of work to 
be done before the sub-continent could 
witness lasting peace. 

• However, Sharif's threat must be 
seeiUn the proper context He may well 


have acted out of domestic pressure. 
Given the hostility towards India, many 
groups in Pakistan, including the army, 
may well feel that any reconciliation 
would lead to the unravelling of Paki¬ 
stan. He may have made the threat to 
satisfy such groups in his country. After 
all, Vajpayee's visit had not pleased ev¬ 
eryone: Opposition leader Benazir 
Bhutto had declined the invitation to 
attend the official banquet in honour of 
Mr Vajpayee. There had also been turbu¬ 
lence over the hospitality extended to the 
Indians in Lahore. In this context, it could 
well be that the Pakistan Prime Minister 
was playing to the opposing groups in 
his country. It is, perhaps, too early to 
write off the Lahore Declaration and 
consign it to the dustbin of history, as 
earlier initiatives have been done. 

Challenge Ahead 

T he two countries ate keen to move be¬ 
yond traditional postures of hostility, 
after having displayed their nuclear capa¬ 
bilities, The leaders of the two countries 
realise that they now have to move for¬ 


ward in die direction of economic coop¬ 
eration. Ihe challenge is to keep irritants 
like Ka^mlr asido and work on odter ar¬ 
eas. Whether Pakistan will be able to do so 
renuiins to be seen. Indian officials feel.diat 
agreements on disarmament and trade can 
be worked out for mutual benefit. The ca¬ 
maraderie at Wagah and Lahore shows that 
such a goal is achievable. 

While in India there is a sizeable sup¬ 
port for die Vajpayee initiative, Pakistan 
has to manage its hard-line elements, in¬ 
cluding the military establishment. Past 
governments in the country had pursued 
a one-point agenda of foreign relations: 
raising the Kashmir issue at every con¬ 
ceivable international forum. It is time to 
shed the traditional stance and look for 
better relations with,its neighbour. Unit¬ 
ing the sub-continent is, no doubt, seem¬ 
ingly impossible. But there is much to be 
gained by better relations. 

There are challenges ahead, but at least 
a start has been made. That is the signifi¬ 
cance of the bus journey to Pakistan. Should 
a concrete action of peace result from the 
initiative, the distant neighbours may well 
remain distant no more. 


Kashmir: The Bone of Contention 

Kashmir has remained a stumbling block for normalisation of relations be¬ 
tween India and Pakistan. The root of the problem dates back to 1947, when 
rulers of princely States were given the option of joining either country. The 
Maharaja of Kashmir, Hari Singh, believed that by delaying a decision he could 
maintain the independence of Kashmir. On October 20,1947, Pashtun tribesmen 
invaded Kashmir. The Indian government decided to send its forces after the 
Instrument of Accession to the Indian Union was signed on October 26,1947. 
That should have been the deciding factor about Kashmir's future, but a series 
of blunders resulted in Pakistan laying claim on it, regarding it as a natural 
extension of its country. 

Localised war continued till 1948 and vvas terminated by a UN cease fire. In' 
July 1949, India and Pakistan defined a cea^ fire line that dtidded administration 
of territory. In India, J&K retains a special status defined by Articie 370 of the 
Constitution, it has its own constitution, adopted in 1956, that affirms its integrity 
within the Republic of India. 

Ironically, while the Indian government has been very generous to Kashmir 
in respect of plan allocations and shown special accommodation*to the State, 
anti-India feelings persist among large sections of the Kashmiri peppie. 
people want to have an independent State. Pakestan openly eneoi^gea such 
groups, besides keeping up a proxy war which has ciaimfid hundrpdfi of fives. 
Kashmir seems to be'an krtrac^ble protfiiM today and even the bus rdipl^eyt^ 
df Vhjpayee seemed to be coming un^k as tito Stk^' 

just q tow days after toe historic trip had been undeiitolw. ,, ' .' 2 ■ - 
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Facing the Challenge ef WTO 


Titnds in the international trade have 
undergone sea change during this decade. The 
Uruguajf Round of negotiations for General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
opened new avenues far multilateral trade. 
Although multilateral trade had already 
emerged in the form of various regional 
groupings and trade-areas, yet, no global 
effort of this kind had ever taken place earlier. 
The draft of the new revolutionary agreement, 
also called Dunkel Draft, named after its 
originator, changed the very face of 
international trade by making all the 
signatories equal partners in the mrld trade 
and giving birth to a new international 
organisation called the World Trade 
Ot^nisation (WTO). Journey to achieve all 
the requirements and objectives of WTO is 
still not complete and India is treading 
steadily on the path. Recent ordinance on 
patents is one of the steps in this direction. 

Glorious History 

J OURNEY to creation of the WTO was 
not without obstacles and challenges. 
>ng drawn discussions and negotiations 
marked the finalisation and adoption of 
the Dunkel Draft, resulting in birth of the 
WTO in 1995. It was for the first time that 
the Secretary General of the GATT 
proposed that all the signatories give the 
status of Most Favoured Nation (MFN) to 
one another and the benefits of multi¬ 
lateral trade were proposed to accrue to 
all the member countries. But to achieve 
this, several conditions were to be fulfilled 
by the member countries in the given time 
frame. These included changes in the 
policy of tariffe and custom duties, on the 
(me hand, and introduction of changes in 
the law on patents in line with the 
agreement, on the other. 

One of the most important issues was 
the Thule Related Intellectual Property 
The agieement i«ovided 
fitf r^riritfien of product patents so fitat 


the inventors of new products could 
become the intellectual property right 
holders for that product and get roy^ty 
on production and sale of that particular 
product for a period of 20 years. The 
individual or the organisation holding the 
patent is now required to get the patent 
registered with the WTO. For this purpose, 
all the 125-original signatories and 
subsequent member-countries are 
requir^ to amend their patent laws to 
bring them in tune witii the WTO norms, 
A period of five years was given and the 
concerned change in the patent laws was 
supposed to be brought by April 19,1999. 
It is under this background that the Patent 
Act of 1970 has recently been amended by 
way of an Ordinance by the Union 
Government, on January 5,1999. 

Amendment in the patents law in 
India was necessitated by the fact that the 
Indian Patents Act provided for process 
patent and not the product patent. Being 
an original signatory to WIO, India was 
committed to amend the concerned Indian 
law on patents to pave way to cover the 
product patents by fite said deadline, 
alongwith other members. The Patents 
(Antendment) BiU 1998 was introduced in 
the winter session of the Parliamnit in 
1998 and was passed on December 22 by 
the Rajya Sabha, with one official 
amoidment, but could not be considered 
in the Lok Sabha as difieiences surfaced 
between foe ruling and foe Congress 
Party. Bofo tiie parties, however, blamed 
each other for stalling the BilL Forced by 
foe April 19 deadline, and riot sure of its 
passing in the ensuing Budget session, foe 
Cabinet decided to adopt foe Bill, as 
passed by foe Rajya Sabha, by way of 
promulgation of an Ordinance. 

Un^tiie GATT agretoient resulting 
in creation (tf WTO, the inember (tountries, 
are eiqrected to allow a term (rf 2fi yaars ' 
for all patents, provide ^elusive 
marketing rights in foe area of agro- 
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chemicals and pharmaceuticals, grant 
compulsory licences on merit to individual 
cases and provide protection from micro- 
orgaiusm and new varieties. All this is 
supposed to be adiieved by January 2005. 
Several Asian countries, including Chiiui, 
Taiwan, Malaysia, Thailand, Singapore 
and Philippines, have not waited and 
already introduced the above changes in 
their domestic laws. 

Future Changes 

A change in the Patent Act of 1970, as 
/iproihulgated by the Ordinance, 
would require any person or the 
organisation irmovating a new product to 
get that product patented. In fact, WTO 
has ruled that a patent can be granted for 
anything under the Sun, including the 
services, ideas, business methods and 
even mathematical algorithms. The 
Ordinance has not automatically 
introduced the product patent, which 
would take some more time, as the 
prevailing Patent Act of 1970 recognizes 
only foe process patoit. Such a switch¬ 
over would ensure incentive for foe 
companies to invest in Research & 
Devdopment (R&D) activities to get foe 
benefit of royalty on patents. The country 
with superior intellectual property would 
gain immensely from this regime. HU 
recently, most tk foe new innovations in 
terms of development of new seeds, 
developmient of High Yi^ding Varieties 
(HYVs) and hybrids, has taken place 
mostly in the developing country, which 
can result in very hi^ levels of income on 
account of royalty paymente to the 
developix^; coimtries by foe developed 
wovld. 

Nofowifostanding the existing tears 
on escalation of ptiCfis in the develq)Jng 
countries/ partkukriy td die me^dnea 
and drugs, dtere is a need to ctevdiop an 
innoUafjon/eUlHue in foe coUritiy, The 



existing attitudinal problems need to be 
overcome in a systematic manner before 
theyear 2005AD, when most of the clauses 
of ^ agreement would get enforced. 

So far as providing Exclusive 
Marketing^ Rights (EMRs) in die field of 
agro-chemical and pharmaceuticals is 
concerned, the empirical experience 
suggests that a development cycle of 7 to 
10 years is required to bring out a new 
proiduct from discovery to commercial 
sale. Hence, a product for which a patent 
was applied for in 1995 is not likely to be 
launch^ in the market before 2002 AD. 
Since EMRs are to be allowed 
compulsorily from January 2005 AD, even 
if the same are intnsduced in the country 
immediately, there would be no enforcing 
of the said patent upto 2002 AD. Hence, 
EMRs are ^ectively granted from 2005 
AD, even if approved and allowed today, 
some benefits can be derived by the 
country out of this. To quote an example, 
the USA has already initiated the proc^ 
for registration of patents of products like 
Neem and turmeric, which would come 
in force from 2005 AD. Such a malicious 
move can be counter-balanced by India 
by granting comprehensive EMRs and 
penetrating American markets on the 
strength of patents already granted in 
India by the Indian law. 

So for as the USA is concerned, that 
country is pioneer in introducing most of 
the changes in patent laws. As per one 
estimate, US generic market is expected 
to generate new business worth US $ 30 
billion by the year 2000 AD due to export 
of a number of product patents. USA 
imports about 90 per cent of its generic 
drug? every year, India can capture just 
10 pec cent ctf that, it could reult in export 
of drugs and pharnuceutical products 
worth US $3 billion, resulting in a quantum 
jumps in total exports of diis country in 
one gOr Many pharmaceutical conqianies 
in hdia have already initiated dw process 
of making, of significant investments in 
new drug discomies. If die EMRs ate not 
provided to these conqiarUes in time, these 
companies would suffer and would not 
be able to reap file ben^ of fiietr I^D 
and discoveries. Indfo usHe fiiaiv 30 
approyml nUtmilactitring arid RAD 
fodlitia whuh wcjpiqMbfoof nud^ 
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discoveries of drugs every now and fiien, 
and depriving them of the benefit of 
patents and royalty, just because Indian 
govenunent wants to introduce these 
changes at the nick of time in 2005 AD, 
would be highly unfair to them. 

Most of the developing and Asian 
countries which have introduced the 
changes, have already started benefitii^ 
from the multilateral trading system 
established by the WTO. India has, 
however, failed to gain distinctly from file 
regime, as hardly any changes have so far 
been introduced. If the figures of trade for 
the year 1997 are any indication, India has 
faii^ to take the advantage of improved 
market access in WTO member countries. 

As per the latest trade figures released 
by file WTO in its 1998 Annual Report, 
released in December 1998, India had only 
a 0.6 per cent of file world merchandise 
export trade amounting to US $ 33.9 billion 
in 1997, but imported goods worth $ 40.4 
billion during the same year. The report 
also reveals fiiat much smaller countries 
like Mexico, Malaysia, Thailand, Ireland, 
Brazil and Indonesia continue to have a 
much lai^r share in the world trade. So 
far as commercial services are coiKemed, 
in 1995 India had a tiny share of 0.57 per 
cent in the global exports, which 
marginally went up in 1996. Encouraging 


fact in the report is that the share of the 
developing countries in merchandise 
exports has gcxie up by J per cent in 1997, 
when it was $ 14^0 billion, increasing 
bom $ 1367.45 billidci in the prevfous year. 
Asia's merchandise exports as a group 
have gone up by 11.5 per cent during fiw 
same year. Developed economies, 
however, continue to dominate the world 
trade with 70 per cent share of the 
merchandise exports, but their growth rate 
has just been 2 per cent, the report 
observed. Individu^y, the USA continues 
to be the biggest player in the field of 
merchandise trade. 

These statistics reveal that the 
developing countries, including India, 
have a lot to gain from the WTO. It would, 
fiierefore, be in file interest of file country 
fiiat rather than waiting for the deadline 
to draw closer, the requiremait is met at 
the earliest. Further, delay would take the 
initiative away from us and even patents 
of many products developed and used 
in India for ages, may be'registered 
elsewhere. Moreover, early action is also 
required to give positive signals to the 
industrial houses and new industries 
coming up, to strengthen their R&D 
wings with a view to develop new 
products and get the patents registered 
for them. 
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"Knowing other is wisdom, 
knowing yourself is enlighten¬ 
ment." 

—Lao Tzti 

Knowledge leading to enhanced 
wisdom about fellow beings is an asset 
that creative persons can put to best 
use. In the pursuit of wisdom that 
emanates from a close look of persons 
around, books and other literature 
readily available in libraries, a person 
still feels poor in self-knowledge and 
assessment. !n order to know oneself, 
the parameters or paradigms of scrutiny 
are different and difficult. The 'why, 
how and where' of the self are such 
questions as defy easy answers. Saints 
and sages, scholars and seekers, have 
always addressed themselves to 'self- 
knowledge' to reach the goal of enlight¬ 
enment. There is no denying that unless 
we make relentless efforts, more on the 
mental and spiritual plain, we caqnot 
get anywhere near the all blissful world 
of enlightenment. Mysteries of life and 
death, and the dilemmas of 'here' and 
'hereafter' can only be exposed and 
explored by consistently trying to know 
oneself. In fact, self-scrutiny is the key 
to the ultimate knowledge which means 
enlightenment. Enlightenment bom out 
of self-knowledge frees a person from 
fear, phobia and phantom that are 
unreal and untenable. 

"The greatest sin is to tttink yourself 
weak." 

—Vivekananda 

It is our thought dmt guides our 
actions and no excuse can wash off our 
sins bom out of our mental weakness. If 
great deeds are done by us, heinous 
crimes too axe committed by die sick 
minds in human forms. The concept of 
^ and virtue is more a manifestation of 


our thinking than something imposed by 
our foes or invisible spirits. The greatest 
and perhaps the most palpable sin that 
smears our personality and sours our 
psyche, is the reflection of our low 
thinking, that conceives weakness and 
forces us to lead a life of fear and 
cowardice. Sins and virtues, blessing and 
banality are not a consequence of some 
religious rite or ritual, but very much a 
part of the way we think and act. The 
most deplorable sin that deserves to be 
nipped in the bud is our inclination to 
think that we are weak and, as a result, 
unable to do as well as other successful 
persons. Ihe enemy within is not some 
physical ailmmt but the wayward worm 
known as our weakness. 

"Above all the nations is humanity." 

—GoeHic 

When God created the Universe, 

He had the welfare of humanity as his 
immediate and ultimate concern. It was 
die man and his offspring that divided 
the planet earth into nations, regions 
and continents to have his own axe to 
grind. In the first instance it was man's 
needs that compelled him to extend his 
area of influence and control over land 
and other natural resources. Later on it 
was his greed that goaded him to grab 
as much as he could and thus were 
bom the dubious divisions among men. 
The lands under control of various 
groups and communities created artifi¬ 
cial barriers and borders. As a result, 
the concept of humanity as an indivis¬ 
ible entity of God was broken and 
repudiated and nation-States with 
varying political systems, languages, 
customs, et al came into being. Nations 
are many but humanity is one. Nations 
divide our loyalties but humanity 
unitM oQr hearts. Humanity is one add 
unique, tvhereas nations are obsessed 
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with national interests and naribw 
goals. Humanity is the creation of God 
with a view to integrating human 
search for love and peace, care and 
concern for each other. Humanity 
represents the saga of human struggle 
against hate and fear. It stands for 
universal quest for human emancipa¬ 
tion from hunger and disease. 

"Don't wait for thq Last Judgement, 
It is taking place every day." 

—Albert Camus 

Waiting for the Last Judgement 
may be a convenient compliance with 
religious tenets, but in everyday life, 
things are happening in a way that 
leave little to chance or freak. The 
quality of human actions is taking place 
every moment in the form of rewards 
and punishments. It is only self-delu¬ 
sion that does not allow us to see the 
writing on the wall. Action and reac¬ 
tion, aime and punishment, pain and 
pleasure, if properly analysed and 
understood in daily mores, are nothing 
but a natural and impartial judgement 
that forces beyond our control hand out 
to us. With a clear conscience, if deeds 
are done with no malignant motive, the 
result is bound to be rewarding. The 
sudden calamities that overtake us in 
the form of fires, floods, earthqimkes 
and the like, are thejudgemmts deliv¬ 
ered by the God Almighty for all die 
sins, deceptions, dubious distinctums, 
excessive explpitations for selfish ends 
and egoistic satisfaction. Conversely, for 
the li^ie deeds like chet|;ity and com¬ 
passion, selfless service and sacr^ce, 
the sting of pain and penury ^ts 
diluted and the fear of mass starvation 
or ^idemics becomes less teal and 
rigorous. Goodness never gow. waste 
and mdl does xtet eanpe pun£irium in 
everyday life. 


DtBATIE, 


Is Corruption An Indian 
Phenomenon? 


India has the dubious distinction of 
being among the most corrupt nations of the 
world. Anyone who has even a little auttwrity 
demands that he be paid for doing his job. 
But is this merely an Indian phenomenon? 
The world is rocked by allegations of scandals 
at regular intervals—recently it came to light 
that no less than the International Olympic 
Committee was influenced by money power 
to award the venue of the 2002 Winter 
Olympics to Salt Lake City. 

In this issue, we debate whether 
corruption is an Indian phenomenon or 
whether it cuts across nations. Though much 
has been written about the subject, we present 
somefresh viewpoints. The topic is important 
and is frequently asked in group discussions. 


MrA Friends, we have a rather 
interesting topic today, one which has 
been debated often. Newspapers carry 
conunentaries on it almost everyday 
and a niunber of books have bwn 
written on it. We live in a country 
which suffers from widespread 
corruptioa Everybody talks about it but 
people are helpless or unwilling to do 
anything about it. Rather than refuse 
bribes and face a little hardship, we 
' take the easy way out. This has caused 
every government official, from the 
lowly attendant to the most senior 
bureaucrat, to stretch his hand in the 
manner of a beggar. Which leads us to 
the question; are ffidians inherently 
comqjt? b there something wrcmg wiffi 
us that we cannot do anything 
honestly? Compared to otha countries, 
it certainly looks ffiat corruption b an 
Indian phenomenon, considering the 
fact that the developed countries are 
relatively free of ffib scourge. It makes 
us look small in the worid, nobody 
takes us seriously and we have a large; 
bbck economy becaiase of ffiat. 


^ MrB 


Pohaps we say thb because 


corruption is so widespread in our 
country. It is present from the lowest to 
the hipest leveb. However, to say that 
it is exclusively an Indian phenomenon 
would be wrong. We have seen ffiat 
South East Asian economies collapsed 
and one of the reasons given is that of 
"crony capitalism". This merely means 
that loans were given on 
recommotdation of the rulers, 
disregarding commercial principles. In 
Indonesia, ^dren of Suharto were able 
to become millionaires by nususing the 
power of the President. Similarly, we 
have seen the President of South Korea 
being jailed for such charges. In Japan, 
corruption charges have led to fall of 
governments. In the US, strong lobbies 
exist which influence policy decisions 
through a system of bribes and payoffi. 
To say that corruption is an Indian 
phenomenon is thus looking at one side 
of the picture only. I think corruption 
exists in all countries in varying 
degrees. The extent is more in our 
country, that b all. 

MrC In India, either one has to 
wait for several years or one can get the 
work done by paying someone. Can 
you blame a f>erson for giving in? In 
certain towns, even letters are not 
delivered. Those who pay the postman 
get their mail regubrly while others get 
it bte or not at If a person has 
appEed for a job or admission to an 
institute, he might lose the opportunity 
because of ffiis. Asking for bakshish has 
become all too common. That is why it 
seems that corruption b an Indian 
phenomenal. In developed countries, it 
b inconcrivable ffiat a bribe will have 
to be paid to get one's mail delivered or 
for a tdephohe connection. Corruption 
aibes because shortages have been 
created in the economy. It boicouraged 
when diere are too many controb, la^ 
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of transpa^cy and absence of 
governance. These three things are more 
than evident in our country. They ate 
present, in fact, in all poor countries. 
Every attempt to intrc^uce transparency 
b resbted by government employees 
because it hurts ffieir tnoney-nuikmg 
powers and that b why the system 
carries on. In the countries you 
mentioned—Indonesia, Korea and so 
on—such a system b in exbtence but 
corruption for small things is missing. If 
India wanb to get rid of thb insidious 
label, it has to introduce more 
accountability and transparency. The 
government must restrict ibelf to a few 
selected areas and get out of the rest. 
Only then can corruption for day-to-day 
jobs hnbh. 

MrD We are restricting ourselves 
to only one type of corruption and that 
b bribery. True, that exists in 
abundance in our country. But let us 
look at other forms too. Moral 
degradation, for example, b corruption 
too. And if you look at life in other 
countries, you End that they are 
perhaps more degraded than us. 
Prostitution, the underworld, murders 
for small things and night-clubs are 
very much in evidence all over the 
world. Thailand b the world capital of 
prostitution. In the USA, no less than 
the President has b^ involved in a 
sex scandal. We need not therefore say 
that corruption b an Indian 
phenomenon only. Perhaps if we care 
to look carefully we will find many 
things that make other countries look 
worse off by comparison. 

IVlr G Your point is quite relevant, 
but we should not be too happy while 
comparing ourselves to countries like 
Thafland. Let us also not congratulate 
ourselves by saying that prostitution 
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and the underworld do not exist in our 
country. They exist and are only too 
powerhil, if we read the newspapers. 
Today, we have a situation where 
threats and extortion is a very big 
racket in numy cities. India is also 
emergmg as a centre of sex trade in the 
world. Crime patterns show that 
teenagers are becoming exceedingly 
vulnerable. Where is our so-called 
morality? The unfortunate fact is that 
corruption now affects us socially as 
well. We cannot claim moral superiority 
over other countries. In many ways, 
such as looking after the handicapped 
and the old, developed countries are far 
ahead. Today, we are not only more 
corrupt than anyone else but our moral 
superiority has also been eroded. It 
would thus not be wrong to say that 
corruption is typical of Indians. We will 
do anything for money. Even history is 
a spectator to this. The British could 
rule us because they could bribe 
ministers and officials, leading to the 
defeat of rulers. They could succeed 
with their "divide and rule" policy only 
because they realised that Inmans were 
inherently corrupt and could be 
persuaded to sell anything, including 
their motherland. Maybe there is 
something wrong wiA us genetically, 
because the same thing continues to this 
day. 

Mr A I agree with you. In other 
countries, justice is swift and 
corruption is punished once it is found 
out. People are increasingly becoming 
less tolerant of corrupt leaders. In 
recent times, governments in Italy, 
Brazil, Pakistan and Zaire have fallen 
partly because the people would no 
longer tolerate the corruption of 
politicians. Earlier, Imelda Marcos's 
amazing shoe collection had enraged 
Filipinos. Not so in India: we have 
seen the accused in various scandals 
roaming about freely, without a hint of 
remorse. We have created a system 
which actually rewards die corrupt. 
Even the judicial system suffers from 
lack of credibility because of this. 
Ihking all these Utings into account, 
how we say that corruption is not 


inherent in us? The usual argument is 
that corruption offers a way of escape 
from crushing regulations and 
obstructive bureaucracy. But it works 
the other way: bribery gives officials 
an incentive to create red tape. Corrupt 
officials, like blackmailers, raise the 
price of releasing their victims. 

MrB That is rather an extreme 
viewpoint and may have traces of 
truth, but we have to look at the 
brighter side of things. In the latest 
episode, the head of the Australian 
Olympic Committee has admitted 
paying two delegates of the 
International Olympic Committee 
$35,000 each the night before they were 
to vote for award of the venue of the 
Winter Olympics. The sports world has 
been rocked by allegations of match 
fixing at the international level. In 
Bulgaria, banks collapsed because of 
political corruption. Under the rule of 
Nigeria's late President Sani Abacha, 
the leaders damaged the State's oil 
refineries so much that the world's 
Ilth biggest oil exporter became an 
importer of fuel, to the profit of the 
President and his friends. We can say 
that the whole world is involved in 
sleaze; basically any person who has 
power is in the way of temptation. An 
official has a fixed salary and when he 
is offered an amount many times what 
he would normally earn, he may well 
be tempted. The international drug 
racket and the mafia operate on this 
logic. So the world over, corruption 
has thrived. India cannot be singled 
out on this account. 

MrC My friend, you are justifying 
something which is ii^erently wrong. 
You must remember that two wrongs 
do not make a right. These things may 
be happening abroad, since greed is a 
universal human quality. But does that 
justify the fact that we should be 
among dte most corrupt in the world? 
No. We must try to control corrupti<Hi 
to the extent possible because it is a 
black mark against us. I agree that w«. 
cannot control it by 100%, but we can 
at least make an attempt so that it does 
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not affect us as we go about our day to 
day jobs. TTw good news is that aid 
agencies are becoming wary df giving 
loans to corrupt countries. 
Multinational companies are now 
required by western governments to 
work toge^er to limit the amount of 
bribery they do. International financial 
institutions such as the Worid'Bank 
and the IMF are increasingly linking 
aid to the countries' willingness to 
provide good governance. A bribery 
convention has been signed by ail 29 
members of the OECD, which requires 
the signatories to make it a crime to 
bribe any foreign official to win or 
retain business or for any other 
improper advantage. These are 
encouraging developments. The point 
is that agencies recognise that 
corruption is an international 
phenomenon. 

MrD We have had an interesting 
discussion and we could see that the 
members were quite informed about 
the issue: While corruption is an . 
international phenomenon, we cannot 
use this argument to justify corruption 
in our own country. Corruption adds 
to costs and slows down the economy. 
In Albania, businesses pay 8% of their 
turnover in bribes. In Indonesia pungli, 
the payments that enterprises make to 
keep bureaucrats off their backs, add 
up to 20% of total operating costs. It is 
also said that African leaders had $20 
billion of deposits in Swiss banks 
while their countries are the poorest in 
the world. All this has added to 
eoinomic instability in the world. The 
recession faced by India in the past 
few years has also no doubt been 
exac^ated by years of corruptimt. We 
are in a precarious position tc^ay, 
because of our leaders and handsK>ut 
bureauaats. As people face hardship 
because of die econondc slowdown, 
violence cannot be ruled out. The point 
is that world-wide corruption should 
not give us comfort We should, 
instead, team ffom other cpuntriM as 
to what they are doing to control this 
disease' that threatens our very life 
today. 


CAREER 


Admitsioiis to Joiiraharlal 
Nehru Unlrursily (JNII) 


The Jamharlal Nehru University (JNU) is 
among the best in the country. We rtceivea numlxr 
of queries from readers all over India about how to 
get admission in it. We give here details of the 
various programmes and admission procedure 
which will undoubtedly help aspirants answer many 
doubts that they may have. 

The JNU is a good option for students who 
want to take up Ngher studies. It has courses 
which are not offer^ by other univmities and 
the quality of education is also said to be high. 
The range of subjects offered is vast, ranging 
from foreign languages to life sciences and 
genetics. ITie courses are much sought after. 
Many students use the opportunity to study at 
)NU to prepare for the Civil Services examination 
as it provides a good environment and facilities. 
The University has eight departments: 

1. School of international Studies. 

2. School of Language, Literature and Cul-ture 
Studies 

3. School of Social Sciences 

4. School of Life Sciences 

5. School of Environmental Sciences 

6. School of Computer and Systems Science 

7. Sdtool of Physical Science 

8. Centre for Biotechnology 

An entrance examination will be held on 
May 15, 16 and 17, 1999 for its full-time 
programmes of study in 31 cities. The last date 
for applying is Mar^ 23, 1999. Admission is 
open to the following programmes; 

I. International Studies 

a) M.PhiiJFh.D.—Eligibility: Master's 
degree in Political Science, l&tory. Economics, 
International Relations and Area Studies with 
minimum 50% marks, in Humanities and other 
social sciences with 60% marks, and Natural 
Sciences with minimum 65% marks. For 
International llade and Development, MA in 
Economics is requited with minimum 50% 
marks with familiarity in Maths upto 
graduation levd. For Political Geo^phy, MA 
in Geography with minimum 50% marks ot in 
other subjects widt Geography as one of the 
subjects ht ^aduation. For International Legal 
Studies, L1.B with at least 55% marks is 
required. 

kJMAinPoIiticai Sdcncer-ItietiigfoiAty 
is gradm^dn under lO-tZ+S pattern wilh' 
mii^uni S0%inat^ 

c) MA ht Ecwioasks— The digibility is 


graduation under 10+2-i’3 pattern with 
Economics, Statistics or Mathematics as a main 
subject widi minimum 50% marks in aggregate. 

II. Language, Literature and Culture Studies 

a) M.Phi]/Ph.D.—Various languages ate 
offered by die University, sudi as French, German, 
Arabic, Russian, Persian, Chinese, Hindi, Urdu, 
English, Linguistics, Japanese and Portuguese. 
The eligibility is MA in the concerned language 
with nunimum 50% marks. 

b) M.A. in English, Linguistics, Hindi, 
Urdu, Persian, Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, 
French, German, Russian and Spanish— 
The eligibility is graduation under the 104-24-3 
pattern with minimum 45% marks with 
adequate proficiency in the language 
concerned. 

c) B.A. (Hons) in Persian, Arabic, 
Chinese, Japanese, Korean, French, German, 
Russian and Spanish, wilh entry points in first 
and second year—Senior school certificate 
(104-2) with minimum 45% marks. For second 
year entry, first year of bachelor's degree with at 
least 45% marks. 


III. Social Sciences 

a) M.Phil.. Ph.D.—Centres of Economic 
Studies, History, Political Science, Regional 
Development, Sociology, Education^ Studies, 
Social medicine and Community Health oUer the 
M.Phil. and Ph.D. The eligibility is Master's 
degree in die concerned subject with miiu'mum 
50% marks. 

b) Master of Community HeaIth/Ph.D.— 
The eligibility is MBBS with at least 50% marks 
and at least one year's work experience after 
internship, or M.&. in Nursing widi minimum 
50% marks and at least one year's experience in 
Community Healdi Nursing. 

c) M.A. in Economics, Geography, 
History, Political Science and biology—The 
eligibility is graduation under 104-24-3 pattern 
with minimum 45% marks. 


IV. Life Sciences 

a) M.PhiIiPh.D.-)s offered by the 
University in genres, biochemistry, bic^hysics 
and other biter-disdplinary research. The 
eligjbflity is MSc. hi various subjects, Agtkvdture 
ot MBBS widi minimum 55% marks. 
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b) M.Sc. in Life Sciences—The eligibility 
is badielor's degree under dw 10424-3pattern in 
any discipline of Natural Sciences (Physics, 
Chemistry, Zoology, Botany, Mathenaatics, 
Agriculture, Biochernistry, Mic^idogy, Human 
Biology) with at least 55% marks. 

V. Environmental Sciences 

a) M.Phil./Ph.D.-The eli^hiiity ui MSc. 
in any branch of basic or applied sciences or 
MBBS with minimum 55% marks. 

b) M.5c. in Environmental Science- 
Eligibility is bachelor's degree under the 104-243 
pattern with minimum 55% marks. 

VI. Computer and Systems 

a) M.PhiUPh.D. and M.Tech/Ph.D.— 
Eligibility is Master's degree in Computer 
Science, Mathematics, Statistics, Engineering or 
MCA ivith minimum 55% marks. 

b) MCA—A three-year programme with 
eligibility Bachelor's degree under the 104-24-3 
pattern with minimum 55% marks and 
competency in Mathematics. 

VII. Physical Sciences 

a) Ph.D.—The eligibility is M.Sc in Physics, 
Chemistry or Mathematics with minimum 55% 
marks. 

b) M.Sc. in Physics—The eligibility is 
bachelor's degree under the 104-24-3 pattmi with 
Physics, Chemistry or Mathematics with 
minimum 55% marks. 


VIII. Biotechnology 

Ph.D.—The eligibility is Master's degree 
in Biotechnology, Biochemical Engineering, 
Biochemistry, Chemistry or any branch of 
Biological Sciences widi minimum 55% marks. 

There is a reservation of seats of 225% for 
SC and ST and 3% for the Physically 
handicapped. Application forms and instruction 
booklet is available from JNU for Rs 65. It can be 
obtained through post l^. applying to: The 
Registrar, Jawaharlal Nehira University, New 

-110 067 with a DD for Rs 100 and a self- ‘ 
addressed envelope of 28x20 cm. There ate 
different fwms for B.A., Master's courses and 
M.nul./FliJE>. so candidates should mentiem the 
course they want to apply to. 
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I am MA (Political Science). I had 
a burning desire to become an IAS 
Officer which I was confident of 
achieving. But I could not make it 
and all my attempts have been 
exhausted. What can I do now? 

—Abhishek Ama, New Delhi 
Many candidates find 
themselves in your pre¬ 
dicament. But this is not the end 
of the world. Try to find a job as a 
teacher or take tuitions. Also 
develop skills such as computer 
programming which will help you get 
a good job. You 
have to be an 
(^timistand 
build your 
life up from 
here. Do not feel self- pity and devote 
yourself to the future. 

1 am a student of class 10 and want 
to get into IIT. Should I start my 
preparation now? Is it necessary to join 
correspondence courses? 

—Suryansh Purmr, Banda (U.P.) 

The ITT-JEE is a tough competitive 
exam and some coaching institutes offer 
two-year programmes. You should thus 
start preparations in class 11. Joining some 
class^ or a correspondence course might 
help, since you will get some direction and 
disdpline. Many doubts can be cleared by 
discussing them with other like-minded 
students in the class. 

What is dactylology? 

—Jyotiranjan Biswal, Talcher (Orissa) 

Dactylology is conversing by means 
of fmgers. It is the way of communicating 
with the deaf and dumb. Some people 
can do this really well, which can seen 
on television broadcasts for the 
handicapped. 

Will the Y2K problem trouble our 
system, for example, baidcs and hospitals? 
—Devendri Mundrawal, Uttarkashi (U.P.) 

The level of computerisation in India 
is quite low. hkny things are still done 
manually. In goverrunent hospitals and 
banks, the systems are quite primitive. 
Given this level of computerisation, it is 
highly unlikely that Indian systems will 


be affected drastically. Banks are already 
trying to achieve Y2K compatibility. 

What is the Bermuda Triangle? Why 
has it been in the news? 

—Probal Sen, 24 Parganas (N), 
(West Bengal) 
The Bermuda Triangle is an area 
bounded by Bermuda, Puerto Rico and 
Miami. Many ships and planes are said 
to have mysteriously vanished in this 
area. No plausible explanations are 
available, but natural and supernatural 
causes are attributed to the mysterious 
disappearances. 

Please give me a method of 
improving my voice as* it lacks clarity. 

—G. Srihari, New Ddhi 
Usually, speech can be improved 
through practice. As we are not in a 
position to know the severity of the 
problem, it may be better to consult a 
speech therapist. As you reside in New 
Delhi, you can visit a modem hospital for 
this purpose. We are sure that you will be 
able to solve your problem through 
professional help. 

Can you tell me something about 
*iaw entrance” examination? 

Sukkda Singh, Riohtdk (Haryana) 
Ihe entrance examination for law is 
comparatively easier dum, say, MBA or-' 
IAS. Questions of Reasoning and GK are 
commonly asked. You can prepare for the 
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examination by going 
through all the past' issues of The 
Competition Master' and by 
referring to a good GK Book, 
such as General Knowledge 
Refresher O.P. Khanna. 

What is optical fibre? 
How can data be sent 
through it? 

M.V. Balasubramanyam, 

Vijayamda (A.P.) 
Optical fibre is a fine strand of 
transparent material, such as high 
purity 
glass, that is 
able to 
guide light 
through it 
by repeated internal reflection from its 
surface. A bundle of parallel fibres can 
transmit an image no matter how the 
bundle is bent. Fibre optics can thus be 
used to explore the inside of the body. 
Since data can be transmitted digitally, it 
can be converted into pulses of LASER 
light and transmitted quickly through 
fibre optics. 

I am a mediocre student and cannot 
aim at a high level exam like CAT. What 
options are available to me for MBA? 

-GSLN Shastri, Eluru (A.P.) 

There are more foan 400 institutes in 
India offering the MBA course. If you do not 
want to appear in CAT, there are many other 
opportunities for you. Look out for the 
advertisements in papes and apply to the 
institutes accordin^y. You can ak) appear 
for MAT, which caters to mediocre students. 

How do private sector banks recruit 
their managers? 

—Astern Parwez, New Delhi 

Most managers in private banks have 
worked in nationalised banks. Bank 
officers who have contributed to their 
banks in a positive way san hq>e to work 
for private banks. The salaries are much 
higher but the working also has more 
responsibility. 

How many langntges are hecognised 
by file Indiah Consfitntion? 

—K. Raghu, Nizamhad (A.P.). 


The Ei^th Schedule (under articles 344(1) and 351(1)) of 
the Constitution gives a list of 18 languages recognised by it. 

I am weak in maths. How can I improve quantitative 
ability? 

—Vani Jain, Ambala (Haryma) 
The only way to improve quantitative ability is through 
practice. Do different kind of sums from different books. Learn 
tables, squares and cubes. Do the Quantitative Aptitude in IliE 
Competition Master regularly. You will develop the aptitude over 
a period of time, so don't expect it to improve overnight. 

What is the difference between IAS and IPS? 

—MB Paramesh Aradhya, Mysore (Karnataka) 
The Indian Foreign Service (IFS) recruits people for serving 
in Indian embassies abroad. The Indian Administrative Service 
(IAS) is for serving within India. The examination for both is the 
same but the cut-off in merit is different. 

What is the literacy rate in India? 

—Sujit Kumar, Jliarsuguda (Orissa) 
The literacy rate in India is 52%. 
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fhat qualification is needed to become a famous 
journalist? 

—Kulwinder Khurana, Hoshiarpur (Punjab) 
To become a journalist, the qualification needed is a degree 
in Mass Communication or journalism. You can do tlus from a 
university or a private institute. The next part of your question 
is how to become famous. For that, you will have to be really 
good in your comments and analysis and you will find that big 
newspapers will want to hire you. 

1 am interested in doing MBA from abroad. Which tests 
do I have to take? How do I get financial aid? 

—Amanjot Singh, Ludhiana (Punjab) 
To go abroad, you will have to clear the GMAT and TOFEL 
exams. Provided your scores are high, you will have to apply to 


differoit universities for financial assistance. Obtain foe bulletir» 
of foe universities or contact them through the Internet for ail 
details. 

1 am doing my MBA. As there is a recession in the country, 
will I be able to get a good job? 

—&cWn Sethi, Karnal (Haryana) 
Because of foe recession, people are certainly findmg it 
difficult to find jobs, especially graduates from lower nmg 
institutes. However, if you are among foe topper of your bateh, 
you should be able to get a job. The idea is to be good. 

How can I connect my PC with the Internet? 

—Saurav Nag, Bumpur (West Bengal) 
To connect to foe Internet, you need a m^em. Connection 
will be through foe telephone, so you will have to approach foe 
local Internet Services Provider. There is a subscription charge 
depending on the number of hours you work and foe expense of 
paying for foe telephone line. For more on Internet read foe 
Cyber World feature in this and previous issues. 

After doing graduation from IGNOU, will I be eligible for 
competitive exams? 

—Amarjeet Kumar, C/o 56 APO 
Many exams specify that only regular graduation 
programmes from a university recognised by foe UGC Act are 
acceptable. You will have to enquire whefoer foe course you are 
doing is acceptable for further studies or not. 
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CIVIL mmcn cmaihii iMCiAfc 

Give it Definite Angie 


Some students waste valuable time 
worrying tmprofitably. like the philosophi¬ 
cal donkey who starved to death sur¬ 
rounded by hay-stacks because he could 
not decide where to begin, such students 
spend lots of time selecting subjects and 
fmally retreat in choosing a wrong essay. 

Many students ov»look good topics 
because they fail to see that what they 
consider a single experience is really a se¬ 
ries of experiences, any one of which might 
make an effective essay. Some students will 
write papers in which they summarize a 
visit to The Taj in three or four hundred 
words. 

If they could learn to see that such a 
visit is a complex event which includes a 
great nuiny topics, they might understand 
that their problem was iwt how to say 
enough to fill a single essay, but how to 
pick out that phase of the total experience 
which seenwd to promise the b«t essay. 
Often, the surest way to do this is to make 
a list of the most prominent or interesting 
features of the trip or other experience. 

Any student about to write an essay 
on his vacation trip would have fewer 
wonies about subject matter if he broke 
down his general topic. Moreover such a 
list will protect the student against one of 
the greatest weaknesses of writing—the 
habit of presorting complex experiences in 
such general terms that the work commu¬ 
nicates almost noffung to a reader.. 

The act of thinking out a goteral sub¬ 
ject, by breaking it into its parts, carries us 
into the second stage of determining the 
purpose of an essay. When we broke down 
the subject, "A Trip to The Taj Mahal", into 
its sub-topics we were restricting it. 

Restricting a subject not only reduces 
it to a scope that can be dealt with in a 
short essay; it also creates a channel 
thiOu^ wti^ the author's ideas may flow. 
In other words, it helps him to discovo: his 
purpose. For instance, suppose that you 
are asked to write an essay on your im¬ 


pressions of the university. As you recall 
these impressions you And they are a cha¬ 
otic jumble of often unrelated nervations. 
If you were to put them down in note form 
in the order in which they occur to you, 
you might get good results. 

As you do this, it occurs that college 
life is quite different from what you had 
expected. You begin to see that your ideas 
about college had largely been formed 
from the movies. You, therefore, decide to 
write a paper showing that college is not 
as films show. Now you not only have a 
basic idea that you want to develop, but 
you also have a principle of selection that 
leads you to choose certain impressions 
and reject others. 

One student, writing on pleasures of 
literature, makes sweeping satenients 
which practically say nothing. Another 
restricts himself to ^e pleasure he has 
derived from reading, say American hu¬ 
morist Gioucho Marx. He restricts himself, 
channels his specific delights and wins 
spurs. 

When a student successfully restricts 
his subject, he has come to a decision about 
purpose. That point of view will control 
the selection of his material. 

For student essays, the most useful— 
and the most exacting—kind of purpose 
statement is the thesis. A thesis is a single 
sentence, preferably a simple sentence, 
whkh expresses the basic idea which the 
essay is to devebp. The thesis is to the 
whole paper what ffie topic sentence or 
topic idea is to the paragraph. 

Agood thesis is restrict^, unified and 
precise. To be restricted, it must indicate 
whidi of several approaches to the sd^t 
the writer will take. It dtus limits flte scope 
of the paper to what can be properly dis¬ 
cussed in the space available. 

A good thesis is unified as well aa>' 
restricted, lb be unified, it must comndt 
the Writer to deal with only one imiimt 
idea. Surii a thesis as The United Nations 
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has major weaknesses and carmot prevent 
a major war" requires the writer to do two 
things, not one. He must (1) demonstrate 
the weaknesses and (2) prove that the UN 
caiuiot prevent a major war. 

Avoid figures of speech in a thesis. 
Metaphors and similes can be vivid and 
expressive within a composition, or even 
in a thesis they can easily hide a confu¬ 
sion that might be exposed in a more lit¬ 
eral statement. For example, consider 
this: "Where instructors are concerned, 
all that glitters is not gold." The state¬ 
ment does not communicate a clear pur¬ 
pose. It may seem apt or impressive, but 
in a thesis clarity is more important than 
effect. 

A thesis is a statement of the basic idea 
of an essay. Many purposeful compositbns, 
however, do not develop an idea, but 
present infomutbn or impressions. They 
may explain a process, give directioirs, or 
describe a person, place, or event. Such 
purposes require you to report what you 
see or know. They are concerned with facts 
rather than with ideas, and they do not 
require a diesis. 

Although an essay may not have a 
dominant idea, it must have a purpose, and 
putting that purpose down on paper will 
behelpfid. 

la Brief 

When, in dioosing a subject, you find 
yoursdf fitting from topic to to^, pick 
the likeliest one and concentrate onit until 
you see its imp^tbns. 

If your subject is general, restrict it, 
either by breaking it into its parts or by 
adopting a point of view. Restrictbn from 
a pomt of view will determine your pur¬ 
pose more quickly. 

Whenyouaresatisfieddiatyourtopic 
te auflSctently restricted^ establish your 
purpose writing a thc^ or o^ piui- 
pose statement. Make sure diat this state¬ 
ment is restricted, unified, and precise. 
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Descriptive Questiens 


Bringing back dropouts to schools 

Q. Suggest three effective measures 
to lure back or bring back drop-outs to 
schools to achieve the goal of Universal 
Elementary Education. Substantiate or 
emphasize how the measures suggested 
by you would be effective indeed! 

Ans. Despite pompous promises and 
reiteration of commitnient year after year, 
to bring all eligible children to schools till 
they complete dieir elementary education, 
the situation remains as deplorable and 
depressing as ever. Even those who etuoU 
themselves in schools, a majority among 
them become drop-outs, for very obvious 
reasons and we, the policy-makers and 
platmers, have been watching die despi¬ 
cable development with the smug hope 
that things would start improving in die 
not too distant future. It is only when some 
international agencies expose the hiatus 
that exists between what we pronounce 
with fanfare and what are the ground re¬ 
alities that we become serious. 

Die conventional methods of teaching 
ate bodi boring and a burden. Diere is an 
urgent need to change the track and moti¬ 
vate the young ones to remain cm die rolls 
of their schools. Die most effective way to 
lure back die dropouts to schools is to mix 
education or learning with games, drama, 
puppetry, muric and rimilar strategies. 

Besides changing die methodology of 
teaching, making die subject more com- 
prriiensflile, mb^uctiem of such activities 
as are Instructive as well as oiteartaining 
would help nuke sdiools an attractive 
place. Since our school oivironment is 
highly uninspiring and lacking in basic 
facilito, there is no wrmder th^ five out 
of ten riiddrm 'c^ it ipiito iddie 
tary ievel itsrif. Die quatity of tmdiingjiv 
most of j^srhoob for d^ieived sectidis'' 
is extnin^obsdiete, the cUldren 
are srfojee^fb 4 mental 
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against learning and thus diey play hooky 
and become dropouts. 

A contributory foctor that has helped 
encourage dropouts is the phenomenon of 
'absentee teachers' and teachers saddled 
with duties other than teaching. State gov¬ 
ernments and local administrations should 
ensure that teachers are made to perform 
their duties widiout fear and favour and 
their services are not utilised for jobs re¬ 
motely connected with teaching. If students 
at the elementary state need motivation, 
teachers too require an urge and commit¬ 
ment to their vocatiem. In view of the stu¬ 
pendous task and gigantic problem that 
dropouts have posed, teacher-training 
metiiods, their niind-sets and approach to 
teaching methodology have to change. 

Disappearance of jokes 

Q. If jokes disappear from our lives, 
what would happen? Give three possible 
consequences that would follow the dis¬ 
appearance of jokes from human life all 
over the world. 

Ans. Jokes, humour and laughter con¬ 
stitute the troika of Ufe. Diey have always 
remained an integral part of all its pas¬ 
sions and pursuits. Despite material pos¬ 
sessions and godly powers at his disposal, 
man has throughout the ages invented 
some diversion or the other to relieve him¬ 
self of the tension and trauma that some 
unforeseen developments, mishaps or 
tragedies have inflicted upon him. To his 
good fortune, his genius has always stood 
by him in the form of jokes, humour and 
rutural laughter, hi a way, jokes are like a 
safety-valve tiiat releases the pressure that 
pent-up emotions build in our psyche. If 
1^ any chance or quirk of circumstances, 
jokes disappear from our lives, the follow¬ 
up CQittequences would chase our lives. 

Just as variety is the sauce of life, simi- 
lariy jokes are the spice of our existential 
fi^imp na. Berides adding colour to con- 
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versation and community congregations, 
jokes are a source of vigour, vitality and 
voluptuousness. Once they take wings and 
vani^ into the thin air, foe sting of exist¬ 
ence will become sharp and unbearable. 

Jokes give birth to spontaneous 
laughter which in turn eases stress on 
human nerves and strain on human 
psyche. With no jokes to fall back upon 
in moments of woe and worry, the 
journey of life will become an ordeal of 
no mean nature, In the present-day 
world, where foe syndromes of speed and 
success are taking a heavy toll of lives, 
due to hyper-tension, heart diseases, 
nervous break-downs, and foe like, jokes 
have played a very friendly role and 
reliev^ human beings foe world over of 
their daily monotony and dreariness. In 
foe absence of jokes, each vacant moment 
will become a nagging nightmare. 

Jokes are humane in expression and 
harmless in character. Their flavour en¬ 
hances the warmth of a get-together, 
whether formal or informal. The exchange 
of jokes delineates the openness of mind 
and hilarity of hearts. The moment we 
realise that they have disappeared from 
our lives, all meetings, whether official or 
personal, shall become a boring and bur¬ 
densome affair. The creative aspect of our 
lives, that invents many a jolte, will be 
rendered futile in our mental make-up. It 
is chilling to visualise foe shape of life on 
the planet earth without foe presence of 
our humour in our lives. 

Foreign investment in education 

Q. Some educationists strongly feel 
that foreign investment in education in 
India should be allowed to ensure qual¬ 
ity education. Give two arguments in 
Favour and two Against foe proposition. 
Arguments In Favour of the proposition 

1, Since competence and competition 
are foe hall marte of open societies, there 
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is an ui^ent need to look afresh at the 
proposition that advocates foreign invest¬ 
ment in education in India. If in other 
fields of our national life, like science and 
technology, infrastructure, industry and so 
on, foreign investment is being invited 
wito open arms, it is time we opoi our 
educatonal field for foreign inv^tment 
to (msure quality education, both in hu¬ 
manitarian as well as technical institu¬ 
tions. Unlike the media, both print and 
visual, where foreign entry has become a 
taboo and an anathema, education is an 
area where excellence in pursuit and per¬ 
formance has become an asset, the value 
of which we refuse to know because of 
some in-built prqudices and preconcep¬ 
tions about foreign investment and their 
subsequent influence on our students. 
Such fears are totally uncalled for, because 
nothing enhances tne prestige of a polity 
as do its excellent institutions of erudition, 
research aiul excellence. 

2. Short of funds as we are, there is 
no justification to bar foreign investment 
in education and deny our students the 
advantage of foreign expertise, and their 
close contacts wito young minds who 
crave for quality education through 
exposure and adequate investment in 
education. The apprehension that our 
youth will become an elitist and vain 
persons, is more imaginary than real. The • 
culture of a society is never polluted by 
education, whether imparted under 
indigenous investment or foreign help. 
Since our own resources have been 
shrinking over the years, as far as invest¬ 
ment in location is concerned, it is in the 
fitness of things that foreign investment, 
with adequate safeguards, be allowed in 
the education sector. 

Arguments Against the proposition 

1. The advocates of the propcmtion, 
should not lose sight of the fact toat al¬ 
ready we have been subjected to 'cultural 
invasion from the skies' byway of fneign 
channels churning out programifies that 
are alien to our ctdtural ethM. By inviting 
foreign investment in education, we shall 
be welcpming direct interference by 
foreign investors to turn and twist the 
|tontouts of educatltm in fodia. Moreover; 
such institutions will not cater to the nePds 


of toose who are disadvantaged, but cmly 
the requirements of those who can afford 
expensive and elite educatioa 

2. To take shelter under fire sliln of 
resource crunch and thus go the whole 
hog for foreign investment in education is 
the most manipulated argument. The mo¬ 
ment our rulers, bureaucrats and others 
who can twist the levers of political power, 
stop playing ducks and drakes widi public 
money, resources for education would be¬ 
come available. "Where there is a wUl 
there is a way." Since the will to put a stop 
to wanton profligacy and avoidable jaunts 
to foreign lands by every 'Tom, Didc and 
Harry' is awfully wanting, such proposi¬ 
tions as toe one being ardently advocated 
will continue to be flaunted every now 
and then. The moment of introspection is 
right now, because any hasty and 
thoughtless recourse to foreign investment 
in education in India is frau^t with many 
pot-holes and pit-falls. 

Ideas versus ideologies 

Q. 'Ideas and not ideologies move 
the world*. Substantiate the statement 
with your views based on knowledge, 
reading and history. 

Ans. If ideas have moved the world 
since time immemorial, ideologies have 
tried to mould it to suit toe nu^ of the 
moment. If ideas have inspired genera¬ 
tions to come out of the confines of dead- 
wood represented by cold customs and 
blind beliefs, ideologies have tried to 
imprison human concepts and concrete 
actions into rigid frames. Witoout the 
warmth of ideas, human civilisation 
would not have bloomed, to its multi¬ 
faceted form, nor its culture blossomed 
into a sweet song. Ideas, like fiesh whifis 
of air, have always liberated human mind 
from the garbage of monotony. Ideas bring 
about changes toat are painful to accept 
in the first instance, but once tlwy be^ 
to stir human senses and sensibilities, to^ 
become tools of reform and revelatioh. 
V^thout ideas, no social aeMq> can afford 
to become vibrant and no so(^ can call 
itself dvUised. Ideas are daundAg and 
dynamic, whereas ideolo^, sooner or 
ktdr tend to becoott (fecadcnt and deadly. 
Hutrum history k a telling tesfirnony 
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to the fact that ideas embody in their 
womb toe seeds of evolution, whereas 
ideologies cause upheavals cuiminatmg in 
revolution. If ideas break nmy a myth 
and etuich the curves and contents of 
civilisation and culture, revolutions eat 
many a child of toeir own and burst many 
a bubble based on hopes gone sour. Ideas 
always aim at some ideal to isq)rove toe 
mental vision of human beings, by 
infusing in them toe spark of innovation. 
Ideas, if properly understood, stand the 
test of times and survive many a storm 
that doubting Thomases create in the 
minds of credulous people. There is no 
denying toat ideas chi^ many distortions 
in human attitudra and approaches to life's 
problems. If ideologies are transitory in 
nature, ideas are lofty and lasting in 
essence and existence. 

To sum up, ideas move the world but 
ideologies shake it. Ideas shape toe world 
whereas ideologies shock it. The ideas of 
liberty, Quality and Fraternity' are like 
toe blessings from Heaven, whereas toe 
ideologies like Fascism, Apartheid, Fun¬ 
damentalism are toe colossus curses of 
Hell. The former have always motivated 
toe world, and toe latter have ever mauled 
it more toan made it. 








General Studies Scene 


Q. 1. 'During the past about five decades, Indian Const!* 
tuHon has been amended many times." In view of this state* 
ment, can it be said that the procedun for amendment of 
Indian Constitution is flexible? 

Ans. In a federal system like ours, a delicate balance must be 
maintained between rigidity aiul flexibility of flie amending pro¬ 
cedure for the Constitution, so fliat on the one hand it does not 
become very difficult to amend the Constitution when so consid¬ 
ered, and, on the other, ove^flexibility should not endanger the 
principle of federation. Realising this, the framers of Indian Con¬ 
stitution ensured that the procedrue for amending the Constitu¬ 
tion was so provided to make it difficult to be am»ided, but 
whenever required urgently, it could be amended by following 
the laid down procedure. AlFterall, sovereignty of the Parliament 
elected by the universal suffrage is requir^. to be ensured to en¬ 
able it to achieve a dynamic national progress: 

Article 368 of the Constitution provides for amendment 
procedure. With a view to protect the federal character of the 
Constitution, all amendments relating to the federal system 
are also required to be ratifled by the legislatures of at least 
half the States, in addition to it being passed by the Union 
Parliammit by a special majority. However, in case of other 
amendments, the amendment bill is required to be passed by 
a majority of the House, not less than two-third of the mem¬ 
bers of each House present and voting, before being sent for 
the Presidential assent. 

Considering the number of amendments during the past about 
49 years of ffie Actioning of the Constitution, one may be led to 
befleve that flie procedure for amending the Constitution in India 
isflexible.But,flHtmayinotbethewholetruth.Tldsinisconcep- 
turn is the result of monolitiuc control of the Congress Party at the 
Centre, w wdl at most of ffie States, for a very long poiod, wludt 
resulted in frequott and easy looking amendments. This unique 
position of the party enabled it to bring over 70 amendments in 
about 42 years (rf its rule, by oveioHning ffie double majority 
safegward provided in Article 368 (2) of ffie Constitution. It is 
pertinent to note ffiat Article 368 (2) requires that a Constitution 
Amendment Bill must be passed by the double majority in each 
Houm of Pariimnent. 

White upto 1977, not much of problem was faced, in 1^-78, 
Janata govmtm^ faced a problem ih amending the Ccmstitu- 
tion. a»fo Bi^Stffiha, Party stiU had flfo majority. Even 

in a joint sitt^ oifboffi the %iiaes,asprovjd!edunder Article 108, 
the ffieng^veriunrint cotdd nt^muaier up^ requ&ed majority. 

Same 
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ment could be taken up by the government till ffien. Similariy, 
64ffi and 65ffi amendment Bills, intending to arttend ffie Omsti- 
tution to add provisions regarding Municipal Committee and 
Panchayats M short of majority by just two votes in Octobei; 
1989, while ffie LokSabha had i^ady passed ffiese Bills in Au-^ 
gust 1989. Again, on 30ffi March, 1990, on flwmoticm for consic^ 
eration of the said Bills, ffiere were 236 votes ffi favour and only 
5 agaiitst ffie motion, but ffie motion was not carried for want of 
majority of ffie total membership of the House. A fresh Bill had to 
be brought for passing the amendment. 

Considering the modem day coalition culture, where various 
factions of ffie government succeed in deiayii^ the decisions of 
routine nature, passing of an amendment may prove to be a 
Herculean task. Problems are not only likely to be f{K;ed in the Lok 
Sabha, but also in the Rajya Sabha. Amendmmt concerning ffie 
federal character may be even more difficult Hence, the amend¬ 
ment procedure provided in ffie Constitution cannot be said to be 
flexible by any standards. 

Q. 2. One of the main causes of economic undeivdevelop* 
ment in India is the centuries of British Rule. Bring out the 
main features of economic impact of British Rule on India. 

Ans. Centuries of British Rule aflected almost all aspects of 
Indian economy. Some of ffie featiues of economic impact of the 
British Rule are as under: 

(a) Destruction of rural artisans and craftsmen: Most of 
ffie villages in British India were based on ffie foundation laid 
by the rural craftsmen and artisans, making most of ffie vil¬ 
lages self-sufficient units. Prevailing barter system in goods 
and services in the villages had resulted in development of 
craftsmen and artisans. In additiorl, India exported large quan¬ 
tities of cotton and silk cloth, indigo, handicrafts, ivory goods, 
sea pearls, etc to ffie neighbouring countries. Out of these, 
textile industry based on handicrafts was the mainstay of In¬ 
dian economy. During ffie British Rule, hl^ import duties were 
levied on Indian handicrafts in Britain and other parts of Eu¬ 
rope, resulting in drastic fall in the demand for Indian handi¬ 
crafts in Europe. In addition, all goods and cloths required by 
ffie armed forces were imported from Britain. Moreover, aU 
types of manufactured goods were allowed to be iffiported 
from Europe at very low import dudes. These theaper goods 
and cloths resulted in further pressure Oh handicraft industry 
in the country. This resulted in gradual ruin bf handicrafts. The 
tragedy was aggravated by ffie failure of the replaced artisans 
to And alternate employment. 

0) Ifflprov^nt andhidebttdncsf of Pettanby: The peas¬ 
ant class gradually impovethffied and sank into obj^ poverty. 





During the initial days, the Britishers extracted huge amounts of 
land revenues from the peasants. The peasants were left to the 
mercy of the zamindars, who raised rente to very high levels. On 
top of it, the government spent very little on the development of 
agriculture. Furdier, famines broke the backbone of the farmers 
and tlw peasantry was left with no alternative but to turn to the 
village moneylenders, which increased the rural indebtedness 
manifold. Impoverishment of peasantry continued unabated dur¬ 
ing die entire rule of the Briti^. 

(c) Growth of Modem Industry: An important develop¬ 
ment during the second half of the 19th century was the develop¬ 
ment of modern industries, based on macliines. A few textile and 
jute mills were set up, posing a serious challenge to the domestic 
small-scale and cottage industries. Beginning of 20th century 
witnessed machinisation of various industries, including those of 
rice, flour, sugar, woollen, textiles, iron and steel, paper, matches, 
cement, glass etc. Establishment of these industries resulted in the 
formation of a new class in India /.e. the capitalist class. The pro¬ 
cess, howeveii was very slow and aiew capitalist houses grew in 
India upto independence. 

(<0 Drain of wealth: Economic exploitation of India was the 
worst feature of British Rule in India. In a systematic way, India's 
precious economic resources were drained off to Britain. Many 
store purchases in England, cost of army trainings abroad, and 
transport and campaigns outside the country were invariably 
charged to Indian revenues. In addition, pensions of retired Brit¬ 
ish personnel were also treated so. Mineral wealth of India was 
siphoned off to Britain at very low rates to provide cheaper raw 
material for British industries. Britisliers and Europeans in service 
were paid exorbitantly high salary, major part of which was repa¬ 
triated to Britain. 

(e) Growth of Agricultural Labour: All^ the above impacts 
on the economy resulted in growth of a new social group of ag¬ 
ricultural labour. Money lenders and zamindars grabed the lands 
of peasants, forcing them to turn into labourers. Similarly, dis¬ 
placed artisara and craftsmen also turned to this occupation. 
General rise in peculation could not be absorbed into non-agri- 
culture sectors, irurreasing this number further. Hence, the eco¬ 
nomic policies brought foe highly impoverished Indian population 
to foe tvirtk of ruin and destruction. 

Ounaierrialisatioa of Agriculture: During the British 
Rule, tfofomercialisation of agriculture started. This 
commercialitatiQStt took place mainly to feed foe British industries 
with appropriate raw materials. Indigo, jute, cotton, coffee and 
tea were some of foe agricultural crops encouraged by foe Britifoers 
initially. This commercialisation of agriculture benefftted mainly 
the British industries, planters, traders and money lenders. The 
peasants hardly got any benefit of commercialisation, as they re¬ 
ceived only pre-determined meagre price for their produce. As a 
result foe foodgrain production decreased, further increasing the 
dai^ of fomines in India. — 

Q. 3. "Although India is ptedominantly rural, yet urban 
dcmli^ptncnt is an area which needs special atfootloii." In the 
li^l of above statement discuss various aspects of urban 


development in India. Also list out various programmes aimed 
at utban-development in India. 

Alls. Urbanisation is a direct result of economic develop¬ 
ment. While in India, we still have over 2/3rd of foe total popu¬ 
lation living in rural areas, rural population in most of the 
developed countries of foe world is very meagre and almost neg¬ 
ligible in countries like New Zealand aind Australia. Even in de¬ 
veloping countries like India, foe contribution of foe ufoan sector 
to foe Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is quite substantial. For 
example, in 1950-51 when foe urban population in India was just 
17.29 per cent of foe total population, its contribution to the GDP 
was W per cent. At present, foe urban population is estimated to 
be about 28 per cent of the total population, with its contribution 
to the GDP going around 60 per cent. 

But physical environment and quality of life prevailing in 
urban areas leaves much to be desired. The yawning gap between 
foe demand and supply of essential services is difficult to be 
bridged. Public investment in foe urban infrastructure has been 
less than adequate in India. Comprising about 28 per cent of total 
population, urban population in India pos« a serious challenge 
to foe planners in India. Infrastructure facilities are not only inad¬ 
equate, but there are several other problem areas too. Hygiene 
and sanitation, drinldng water, drainage, sewerage,housing, pol¬ 
lution, illiteracy, unemployment and poverfy are some of the com¬ 
mon problems in most of urban agglomerations in the country. All 
these problems are due to ever increasing urbanisation. 

With a view to combat most of foese ills, several measures have 
been adopted by the govemmoit. Main thrust of urban develop¬ 
ment over the years has been on planned and integrated develop¬ 
ment of small and medium towns, reforms of municipal tax systems, 
improvement of slums, provision of basic municiple services, etc. 
Following are foe on-^ing major programmes in foe urban areas. 

(fl) Environment Improvement of Urban Slums (EIUS) is one 
of foe Schemes in operation since 1974. Apian scheme, it is aimed 
at benefitting foe slum-dwellers in many ways. It has integrated 
an older scheme with it, called Urban Basic Services Scheme. 

(b) Scheme for Integrated Development of Small and Me¬ 
dium Towns (IDSMT) is aimed at providing complementary 
infrastructural support to foe small and medium towns. 

(c) Nehru Rozgar Ycjanh was launched in urban areas in 1989, 
alongwifo Jawahar Rozgar Yojana for foe rural areas. It is aimed 
at uplifting foe lot of people living below poverty in Urban areas, 
in foe forms of providing wage employment and-self-employ- 
ment to the bot^ciaries. 

(d) Several programmes, aided by the international financial 
institutions, are also in operation in many towns and dtie& 

(e) Self-Employihent for Educated Unemployed Youth 


urban youth in setting up foeir own self-empfoyment avenues. 

^ Inadditiontofoeabove/OtherschemesfikeSdiemeofHous- 
ing and Shelter Upg^tion (SHASU), Scheme of .ytban V^e 
Empfoymentj[SUV\^,Sdtem^Uiban Micro Entdp^^X^ 


fion in Uiba 
urban areas. 
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India 

The long anay of significant events 
which occurred during the months of 
April in Indian history include: Rowlatt 
Committee submitting its report on 
April 15,1918; Michael Dwyer ordering 
shooting on a public meeting at 
Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar on April 
13,1919; Lord Irwin becoming Vicerory 
of Iiuiia on April 1,1926; arrest of 
Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt 
after they threw bombs in the Central 
Assembly on April 8,1929; setting up of 
Indian State Broadcasting service on 
April 1,1930; after a night of fasting 
and prayer, Gandhiji and his followers 
breaking the Salt Law by collecting 
contraband salt on April 6,1930; 
establishment of Res^e Bank of India 
on April 1,1935; creation of Sind and 
Orissa as separate Provinces on April 
1,1936; Subhash Chandra Bose 
armouncing his resignation as President 
of Indian National Congress on April 
29,1939 and subsequent election of Dr 
Rajendra Prasad as President of the 
Congress on next day; Constituent 
Assembly's abolishing the 'titles' in 
Indian Union on April 30,1947; Central 
government taking over Armed forces. 
Postal System, Income Tax, etc on April 
1,1950; Air Marshal Mukherjee taking 
over as the Brst Indian Chief of Air 
Staff on April 1,1954; Lok Sabha 
passii^ a bill constituting ^te Bank of 
India on April 30,1955; Indian Piditical 
Officer ICS. Bi^pai taking ov^ ffie 
adminbtration of entire Sikkim on 
April 8,1973 (following a request by 
Chr^al (d Sikkim); laimdung of i 
Aiyubhilta, first Indl^ Satdlite, on 
Aj^ 19,191^; Government of India 
natioria&falgfeix leading Commodal ,* / 
Banks of Ib 200 erore or % 1 

mme;, ori'AptU IL Indin Gandhi 
iikugimmtg < 

Indian bepadcasd^ ^ sepiinting 


Doordarshan from the Akashmni, on 
April 10,1982; Sq Ldr Rakesh Sharma 
booming India's first-man-in-space on 
April 3,1984; to check dissidents' 
wave, INC President Narasimha Rao 
appointing seven more Joint 
Secretaries, raising the strength of 
AICC Joint Secretaries to 22, on April 
8,1996 and Supreme Court ordering 
prosecution of Narasimha Rao and 
others in JMM Bribery case on April 
17,1998. 


Dedicatory 

James Mill, the Scottish 
Philosopher and Economist, was 
bom on April 6,1773. 

Otto Von Bismarck, 
considered as the chief architect 
of German Empire, and popularly 
known as man of 'blood and iron', 
was bom on April 1,1815. 

Joseph Pulitzer, the 
American Newspaper Editor to 
whom the pattern of the modem 
Newspaper is attributed, was 
bom on April 10,1847. 

Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, 
who started the organisation 
'Bahiriikrit Hitarini' and rose to 
become the Chairman of the 
Drafting Committee of die Indian 
Constitution, was bom on April 
14,1891. 

Sam Hormusji Framji 
Jamshedji Manekshaw, who in 
1973' became the first Field 
Marshal in India, was born at 
Amritsar cm April 3,1914. 


Intcmafiontd 

^ array of significant events 
jivhich occorf^ during the months of 

m '• APi^ 


April at the International sceiutio 
include: Asquith becoming the Prime 
Minister of Britain on April 8,1908; 
Robert Peary reaching the North Pole 
on April 6,1909; declaration of war 
by United States, on Germany, on 
April 6,1917; Italy invading Albania 
on April 7,1939; World Healdi 
Organisation coming into being with 
the ratification of its Constitution by 
26 UN members on April 7,1946; 
establishment of International Civil 
Aviation Oiganisation after 26 States 
ratified the Convention on April 4, 
1947; signing of Atlantic (NATO) Pact 
by Foreign Ministers of twelve 
Western Nations on April 4,1949; 
Japan regaining full sovereignty on 
April 20, 1952; Major Yuri Gagarin 
becoming the first man to travel in 
space on April 12,1961; launching of 
Early Bird, world's first commercial 
communication satellite, by 
Communication Satellite, Corporafihw) 
(COMSAT), on April 6,1963; 
spreading of violence in 122 cities iff 
the Unit^ States (as a sequel to 
Martin Luther King's assassinatioh) 
on April 10, 1968; execution of 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, on AprU 4 , 1979; 
adoption of the Constitution for 
UNIDO, the 16th specialized agency 
of UN, in Vienna, on April 7,1979; 
Sri Lankan Parliament granting 
voting rights to 3.2 lakh Tamils of 
Indian origin on April 2,1989; 
proclamation of emergency in Los 
Angeles, following breaking out of 
riots, due to the acquittal ^ four 
white policemen, of diarges of 
beating Black motorhits, on April 30, 
1992; with its 16di flight. Discovery 
becoming NASA's most traveliml 
Space Shtrifie on April 8,1993 and 
Pakistan's testing Hatf>V missile on 
April6,199L 






Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 

Q. What has been the general eco* I restructuring and investment proposals, I discrimination works at four levels. First, 


nomic scenario in the past one year? What 
can be done to improve the situation? 

Ans. The Indian economy in 1998 has 
been in a weak situation. All ftantic at* 
tempts to pull it out of a deep depression 
fail^ miserably. The mcrease m ii^ustrial 
production came down to 3.6 per cent 
during April-October 1998, as compared 
to 6.2 per cent in the previous year. Also, 
agricultural production is not showing any 
sign of the expected strong recovery. 

The external sector is also becoming 
vulnerable because of the slump in exports 
in dollar terms, even as imports have 
spurted, in spite of a large fall in the prices 
of crude oil arul other petroleum products, 
andadeclinein the import of capital goods. 
The balance of payments position has also 
deteriorated and the exchwge reserves are 
underpressure. 

The fiscal position has also worsened. 
Revenue receipts have been much lower 
than anticipate in the Union Budget for 
1998-99. nie shortfall has, infact, been large 
in the case of indirect taxes which reflects 
primarily a decline in industrial produc¬ 
tion as well as its sluggish offtake for want 
of demand, and the erosion of purchasing 
power. The combined deficit of the Centre 
as well as the State governments, is gener^ 
ating inflationary pressures even as the fuller 
util^tion of existing production capacities, 
let alone their expansion, is held up. 

In order to get the economy back into 
shape, we need to take certain steps. For 
one, investor confidence must be restored 
in a credible fashion duougjh the painstak¬ 
ing process of providing a stable envinm- 
ment. Also, right signals need to be given 
to private investors through legislative and 
administrative actions. Administrative and 
political discretion in implementing policy 
ahouhl be minimised. 

The PiAlic Sector Entoprises are be¬ 
ing sub^ to inordinate delays in admin¬ 
istrative dedslon-making, as regards their 


interference by legislature and legislative 
committees under the garb of public ac¬ 
countability, double audit by CAG and 
under the Companies Act and toe surveil¬ 
lance by CBl and CVC. Besides this, too 
many agencies keep suggesting indepen¬ 
dent and uncoordinated initiatives. 

Some people also point out that the 
causes underlying the recession differ 
across two major sets of industries. Indus¬ 
tries such as capital goods, steel and ce¬ 
ment have been experiencing slack demand 
because private mvestment expenditures 
are being held back and because of the 
drying up of public capital expenditures. 
On toe other hand, the coreumer durables 
industries are experiencing overcapacity 
because of the over-estimation of toe size 
of the protected domestic market, mainly 
by the multinationals. 

As far as toe overcapaaty in durables 
is concerned, all we need to do is to allow 
competition to weed out the inefficient. In 
the ^sic and capital goods industries, we 
need to observe strict fiscal discipline! 
Along with that, capital expenditures 
should be stepped up and allocated to 
commercially viable projects. 

Q. The recently published 'Public Re¬ 
port on Basic Education in India* (PROBE) 
reflects a grim picture of the school edu¬ 
cation in India. Highlight some of the 
main aspects of the reporf, alongudth the 
suggestions to inqnove tile scenario. 

PROBE paints quite a grim picture of 
toe reality regarding schools and tiie edu¬ 
cational system. Most of toe schools su^ 
veyed by toe PROBE in rural Uttar I^esh, 
ffihaK Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan lack 
proper buik^gs. leaking iX)Qfs,cruiitoling 
walb. Boots in need of repair These sdiods 
also lack proper teaching aids and l^ooka. 

There is a maigtnab»tioa td girls Ir 
sdiools. Also, toe diacfimination exists 
along caste and class lines. This Und of 


toe bifurcation between poorly-run govern¬ 
ment schools and better-run—but more 
expensive—private schools means poorer 
communities, invariably, od up attending 
inferior schools. Second, the so-called Non 
Formal Education centres—which the 
PROBE team found to be totally dysfunc¬ 
tional—are generally concentrated in 
poorer bastts only. Third, formal govern¬ 
ment schools in more prosperous villages, 
hamlets or neighbourhoods tend to be 
much better funded, staffed and equipped 
than similar schools in poorer areas. Fin^y, 
discrimination occurs within the same 
school, with DaM children being victimised 
by uppe^caste teachers 

Another problem with the education 
system is that teaching does not take place 
m the mother tongue of the children, but 
in whatever language toe administrators 
decide. All political parties pay only lip- 
service to the need for universal primary 
education at election time, but foil to de- 
livff when in power. Public expenditure 
on education as a percentage of GNP to¬ 
day is less than it was in Wl. At 3.2 per 
cent, it is a far cry fiom toe 6 per cent of 
GNP promised way back in toe 196Qs. 

Sadly enough, instead of remedying 
this situation, poUtidans point outtiiatim- 
proving toe q^ty of schools is primarily 
toe responsil^ty of toe "commvkty" and 
toat private schools can make up for the 
inadequacy of government schools. The 
PROBE survey hi^^ts thein^rtanceof 
community partkapation in detemniningtiie 
qualityofaschooLButgiventoehetcrege- 
neityofcasteanddassinmostlndianvil- 
foge$,comn»in!typarticq}a^is not always 
fo^le andState commitment oontoufos to 
hdd toe key. As for as the deritabS^ 
private education is co n cer ne d, the r^oit 
out that therinetgenw of fom 
iftlrosdiocdiRgsyiti^ 
of tire most dteanlng aiqNicb 

The reporthassuggnted toat toeSiate 





should take initiatives to push for a school¬ 
ing transition in which quality elementary 
education is provided to all children. It had 
once been sviggested that foe concept of 
'neiglfoouihood schod'can be introduced. 

would be open to all children in a 
lo^ty and proper—if not excellent—stan¬ 
dards would be maintained. Over time, it 
was hoped, that parents would get weaned 
away horn private schools. However, foe 
reason that such a common public system 
has not developed in India is that succes¬ 
sive govemments never provided the nec¬ 
essary resources to develop it. Unless tiw 
State spends money to improve foq infra- 
structure and quality of its schools, these 
would never turn into genuine 
neighboufoood institutions, where all chil- 
dren study equitably. While 
decentralisation and community participa¬ 
tion would be essential for foe proper 
working of such a system, fundmg must 
not be based on the income t e. tax-paying 
capacity of a community or locality. 

Ws have the resourc®—all that we need 
is political will and public pressure Then 
we can improve our educabon system. 

Q. What do you think has been the 
performance of Income-tax reforms in 
India? What are the areas in which there 
could be improvement? 

Ans. Till 1938, India's income-tax 
system was as clean as countries like 
Singapore have now. However, sharp in¬ 
creases in rates made during the war and 
post-war years have led to massive tax 
evasion, stagnation of revenue, corrup¬ 
tion and litigation. To reduce tax evasion, 
and increase collection of revenue, there 
have been many committees which have 
made elaborate recommendations and 
foe government has also, during differ¬ 
ent times, enacted various measures. For 
one, In foe hope of collecting more rev¬ 
enue foe number of taxpayers has been 
multiplied by lowering foe exemption 
limit The eff^ of widening the tax base 
goes on. Since 19508, while national in¬ 
come went up eight times, and popula¬ 
tion three times, the number of tax¬ 
payers has Increased 26 times. What i^^ 
most amazing i» foat despite frmas^; 
rales, multif^tien in foe number of 
taxpayers,i^inten^estlontrf surveys, 
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raids and investigations, the revenue 
collected remains where it was about six 
decades earlier. 

During foe last six decades, the in¬ 
come tax revenue has remained stagnant 
at below 3 per cent of GDP. Only twice— 
once in 1944-45 and then in 1W7-9&—it 
went above 3 per cent. The problem is foat 
reforms cani^ out so far have been mis¬ 
directed. They have proceeded on foe ba¬ 
sis of two erroneous assumptiors. First, foat 
revenue can be increased by taxing more 
mdividuals, and second, heavy rates can 
be enforced by strengthening the adminis¬ 
trative machinery. 

These ill-conceived reforms have not 
only faded to push up revenue but also 
damaged foe entiresystemtiioroughly. High 
tax rates made tax evasion and generation 
of black money by the non-salaried taxpay¬ 
ers almost universal. This lead to massive 
increase in corruption. Reduction in the 
exemption limit to an exbemely low level 
has made croies of small income earners 
liable to pay tax and forced them to violate 
the law by either not paying the tax at all, or 
paying only a fraction of what is due. 

Sadly enough, inspite of foe fact that 
our reformers have data of 60 years lying 
before them, they are unable to reabse foe 
impossibility of collecting more revenue 
from individuals, both salaried and non- 
salaried. Salaried individuals have been 
providing between 0.2 per cent to 0 3 per 
cent of GDP Non-saiari^ individuals have 
been contributing around one per cent of 
GDP—this is said to be the maximum from 
them. 

Undoubtedly, if India's tax system had 
been handled properly, revenue could have 
gone up substantially by now. Many other 
developing countries have been able to 
raise the income-tax revenue to 7 per cent 
or 9 per cent of GDP. However foe bulk of 
it gets collected from companies and not 
individuala. For example, Indonesia col¬ 
lects hardly OS per cent of GDP from non- 
salaried infoviduals, but does collect 8 per 
cent from companies. 

Tb improve foe tax system, the whole 
system should be cleaned up by drastically 
bringing down foe levels of tax evasion, 
cqnv^ption and litigatiem. Ilus 
atsomecrities polntoutby bringing down 
the rates of tax dose to fo^ pre-war level 

m ■ Apm. tsis i coMpsrmoN mmier 


(whidi, surprisingly, were similar to the 
current rates of soufoEastAsian countries). 
Also, income tax should be collected pri¬ 
marily from foe rich by raising foe exemp¬ 
tion limit to about Rs 2 lakh. Another step 
could be a complete removal of the 'tax 
deduction at source' facility, except in re¬ 
spect of salaries and payments to nim-resi- 
dents and advance tax should be payable 
only once in a year. 

At one pomt of time, it had also been 
suggested foat instead of an income tax to 
be paid or deducted regularly, we can have 
a lumpsum tax applicable to businessmen 
with income between Rs 3-5 lakhs. 

The fact remains that income tax 
structures'need to be reformed so that we 
can come up with a more efficient system 
which would help us increase our revenue 
collection. 

Q. There has been a lot of debate 
about allowing dual citizenship to In¬ 
dian NRIs. What are the pros and cons 
of allowing this? 

Ans. According to various reports, there 
are over ten million people of Indian origin 
living overseas It has been suggested over the 
recent past that dual citizenship be allowed to 
the Mians living abroad There are certain 
Arguments given For end Against this step 
These are as follows. 

Arguments Against 

1. People who criticise foe step and say 
tiut dual citizenship should not be aUowefo 
point out foat even it India was to be gen¬ 
erous enough to put in place foe necessary 
legal mecharusm to enable Persons of In- 
diw Origin (HO) to retain or acquire In¬ 
dian dtiz^up, while being simultaneously 
citizen of another country, not many of sudi 
intended beneficiaries would be abfr toavail 
of it (both, for legal and socio-political rea¬ 
sons). The benefits would go to tiie wrong 
kind of people, and foe policy would not 
achieve its desired results. Since prohibitory 
provision against dual citizenship exists in 
foe laws of many countries, an frtdian ac¬ 
commodation <m dual ritizenfolp would be 
unpractical and meaningless. 

2. By allowing free access to PIOs and 
giving them all the benetits we will be 
doing irqu^tice to Indian citizens as in ev¬ 
erything PIOs will be always in advanta¬ 
geous position. 


ARGUMENTATION 


3. NRI money would be 'hot' and 
depart at the first sign of trouble e.g whoi 
a currency crisis hits. The facility can be 
misused by anti-national elements. It might 
become very difficult to control entry of 
the anti-Indian establishment people thus 
increasing the burden on already over¬ 
stretched police. 

Arguments For 

1. One of the important benefits is that 
people of Indian Origin will be made to 
M that they are wanted back home and 
that their association with their mother¬ 
land is valued. Dual Nationality will en¬ 
able free travel without visas (reducing die 
burden on overseas Indian Missions) and 
dius contributing to the development of 
tourism and odier infrastructure in India. 
With larger volumes and economies of 
scale, travel will become cheaper, the for¬ 
eign exchange earnings will go up. 

2. It is expected that inflow of for¬ 
eign exchange will give a tremendous 
b<^t to die stock markets. There are huge 
infrastructure projects coming up in the 
next few years. Hierefore, overseas Indi¬ 
ans, permitted to invest in the Indian 
markets, will be a big source of funding 
for these projects. Wi^ free travel permit¬ 
ted, it wUl encourage the Indian techno¬ 
crats and software personnel to look at 
emptoyment opportunities in India and 
also setting up new ventures in India. This 
would bring in tremendous expertise, 
which will mean better productivity in the 
Indian industry. This, of course, would 
ensure the reversal of the brain drain also. 
Social sectors like education and health 
will automatically get a boost with inflow 
of overseas technology and personnel. 

3. NRIs can play a major role in the 
economy. Many ^te governments are, in 
fact, attracting NRfe to India by extending 
facilities like reservation in education for 
their children, as well as reservations in 
the purchase of land, flats and built up 
property. 

4. Dual nationality can be allowed 
provided we take certain precauticms to 
ensure that the facility is not misused by 
anti-national elements. 

Q. What are some of the obstacles 
to quality of output in India? How can 
we buUd a nation wherrin quality of 


output is ensured? 

Ans. The customer is treated as king. 
He is the one who demands certain at¬ 
tributes/features in the goods and service, 
and the suppliers vie with each other to 
meet or exceed his expectations. In the 
nature of things, the quality initiative is 
demand driven t e. suppliers become qual¬ 
ity-conscious when customers are demand¬ 
ing. When customers demand more, 
suppliers are forced to pay attention to 
quality. One of the greatest hurdles to qual¬ 
ity in India is that (for reasons of ignorance 
or poverty or both), the customer has al¬ 
lowed his kingship to be usurped. 

The other major bottleneck is Man¬ 
agement—whether we cover that up un¬ 
der Management Culture or plain 
leadership Unfortunately, management 
leaders have been satisfied in a protec¬ 
tionist pseudo-socialist, non-quality fcv 
cussed, non-customer focussed and 
non-people focussed environment. 

One of the major keys to improving 
the quality of goods and services is raising 
the level of customer awareness. If the cus¬ 
tomer knows of better quality products, he 
will look down upon those of poor quality 
and producers will be forced to pay atten¬ 
tion to customer needs. Vk also need a 
change in the attitude of the work force. 
Generally, we see that the work culture of 
organisations, especially of government 
organisations, is not conducive to provid¬ 
ing quality services A related probtem is 
that of dirty, unkept offices and work places 
which are highly discouraging factors. Pe^ 
hap>s, we could start with improving work¬ 
ing conditions. The bureaucracy al» must 


be made to look at die problems widun ffieir 
own oiganisaticHi and solve these. 

Some people suggest diat the govern¬ 
ment can appoint private agencies to regu¬ 
late and maintain quality However, the 
government itself can also do a lot to pro¬ 
mote quality. We need a government that 
is truly responsive to citizens, wjiich can 
fulfil the needs of die people. To do this, it 
needs to design and reorient its processes 
to die requirements of its citizens. 

Leadership has to be the real initiator 
of quality. This in turn drives business re¬ 
sults. Mwagement leaders have to have 
the vision to obtain the full realisation of 
the human potential. Along with this, the 
government has to define standards and 
regulate them. 

Yk also need to invest in technology 
that results in products that are based on 
an innovative understanding of user needs. 
There must be an increased focus on re¬ 
search and development and companies 
must strive towards world class status. 

Not only do we need rules for compe¬ 
tition, we also need a lot of cooperation. 
Cooperation should be facilitated in areas 
like basic research and industry standards. 
Also, cooperation is needed between the 
government and industry. The government 
needs to end its advetsial relationship widi 
industry. In terms of economic freedom, we 
rank poorly. Deregulation has not freed In¬ 
dian managers yet. They also often be¬ 
come choices for the government for 
harassment. Govemmoit can also playarole 
in funding apex institutions like ^ (Quality 
Council of India and in influencing the for¬ 
mulation of international standards. 
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Business GK 


This time we give Business GK in a different form we collect 
various facts and put them down where you can match the ansioers 
Check the answers below to see how you have scored 

1. Stock Exchange Indices: Match the stock exchange index 
with the countries mentioned below: 

1. Hong Kong A) Bolsa 

2. Japan B) FT 100 

3. India C) Hang Seng 

4 Britain D) Dow Jones 

5. Mexico E) Nikkei 

6. USA F) Sensex 

Answer choices; fl) DCFEAB iiJCEFBAD c)ECFEBD d) 
BDCFEB 


2. Logos: Given below are 12 logos. Match the logos with the 
names provided below 



c) HongKong Bank 

d) laci 

e) Ministry of Tourism 

/) NALCO 

g) Punjab National Bank 

h) RPG Enterprises 

0 Samsung 

;) Toyota 

A) Videocon 

/) Videsh Sanchar Nigam Ltd 

3. Brands and Companies: Given below are three cohuni^ 
Column 1 gives 12 brand names, column 2 gives the name ctf the 
companies and column 3 gives the product category. You have to 
match die facts given in the three columns correctly For example, 
for Indica, choose the company (TELCO) from column 2 and the 
product category (car) from column 3. 


1 Agni 

a) Reebok 

A) Oral cate products 

2 Colorstay 

b) Berger Pamts 

B) OU 

3 Crunch 

c) Zodiac 

C) Pens 

4 Deskjet 

d) Tata Tea 

D) Shoes 

5 Europa 

e) Luxor 

E) Biscuits 

6. Glide 



Gold 2 

J) Modi 

F) Printers 

7 Health 

g) Nestle 

G)ries 

8. Pepsodents 

h) Whirlpool 

H^ Lipsticks 

9 Pilot 

i) Hewlett 

I) Tea 


Packard 


10. Rangoli 

;) Bharat 

J) Washing 


Petroleum 

Machines 

11 Run 

k) Britannia 

K) Chocolate 


Industries 



TATA^jl^ 


Tata gets a new logo 

The Tatas have got a new 
logo, designed by the global 
communication consultants, 

Wolff Olins. The logo has no 
straight lines but the flexible curves tries to proiect an 
innovative corporation. It will be used byTkta conqjanles 
so that the group (with a combined turnover of Rs 35,936 
crore) gams symbolic synergy. The logo «fii be ueed on 
the car which was launched receidly, the indica. The Tata 
group IS thus hying to establi^ a contemporary image 
for Itself through the new symbol. 


a) ^^rports Authority of India 
^ Ashcdc Lejdaod 
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MANAGEMENT 


12. ^ Route 0 TQnduetan L) Paints 
tan lever 

4. The top 10 a'dveitUing agencies: Given bebw are the 
names of the t^ 10 advertising agencies. You have to rank them 
in order of their size, as per the* billings for 0\e year 1998. TIm 
billing for the top agency is Rs 1,371 crore and is the only agency 
to have crossed the Rs 1,000 ciore mark. 

a) Ammirati Puri Lintas 

b) Chaitra Leo Burnett 

c) Contract 

d) FCB-Ulka 

e) Hindustan Thompson Associates (HTA) 
fi McCann Erickson 

g) Mudra 

h) C^vy k Madier 

i) RJC. Swamy/BBDO 
/) Rediffusion DY&R 

5. Punchlines: The line that a company writes in its 
advertisements is called a punchline and often becomes a 
distinguishing characteristic of the brand. We give below 12 
puncldines in column 1 and names of the companies in column 

2. Match the columns to see whether you remember famous 
punchlines. 

1. Undress Code for Men 

a) Benson and Hedges 

2. Believe in the Best 

b) Digam 

3. Bring Home the Leader 

c) Reliance 

4. Why should 1 compromise? 

d) Microsoft 

5. A woman expresses herself in many languages 

e) Philips 

6. The way you want to be 

y) Rivolta 

7. Building Ihist. Worldwide. 

g) Videocon 

8. Jiyo Mere Lai 

A)BPL 

9. Don't leave home without it 

0 Ericsson 

10. Open Up 

j) Maruti 

11. Miss bdia you are foe best 

k) Eveready 

12. Three heads are better thim one 

0 Brooke Bond 

13. TUm to gold 

m) Nescafe 

14. Give Me Red 

n) Aineiican Express 

15. Where do you want to gp today? 

a) Hero Cycles 

6. Business gams; Given below are famous business names 
wifo foe areas of their specialisation, or foe books foat foey have 


written. You have to match foe names wifo what foey are famous 
for 

1. Michael Porter < 

a) Principles of Marketing 

2. Bill Gates 

b) The G.E. Way 

3. Scott Adams 

c) Core Competence , 

4. CX.. Prahlad 

d) The Road Ahead 

5. PhilpKotler , 

e) The Ddbeit Principle 

6. Jack Welch 

/) Competitive Advantage 

7. Chief Executives; Given below are names of companies 
and the names of the Chief Executives. You have to match the 
names with the compames correctly and the turnover. The figures 
for turnover ate for foe year 1998 and are given in Rs ciore. 


Company 

Chief Executive 

Turnover 
(Rs crore) 

1. Bajaj Auto 

a) K.B. Dadiseth 

A) 795 

2. BPL 

b) K.M. Birla 

B) 1210 

3. Dabur 

c) Ratan Tata 

C) 1610 

4. Escorts 

d) Rahul Bajaj 

D)2998 

5. Grasim 

e) Rajan Nanda 

E)3623 

6. Hindustan 
Lever 

f) A.G. Nambiar 

F)6393 

7. Telco 

g) V.C. Burman 

G) 7988 


8. Limited Companies: Companies in different countries use 
differentinitials to show foatfoeyaielimited companies. Given bebw 
are the inihals and foe countries. Your task is to match foe two- 


S No 

Inihals 

Country 

1. 

Ltd 

A. India 

2 

SPA 

B. Norway 

3. 

SA 

C. Sweden 

4. 

Pte 

D. Germany 

5. 

Pty 

E. Japan 

6. 

NV 

F. Singapore 

7. 

KK 

G. Australia 

8. 

GmbH 

H. France, Spab 

9. 

AB 

I Nefoerlan^ 

10. 

A/S 

J. Italy 


ANSWERS 


1. b 

2. a-2, h4, c-9, d-12, e-7, f-11, g^, h-3, i-1, j-6, k-10,1-8, 

3. 1-d-L 2.f-H, 3-g.K, 4-1-?, S-h-J, 6fB, 7.k-E,^l-A, 9-eC, 
10-b-L, ll-SrD, 12*0^. 

4. eaghdjlfch 

5. 1-f, 2-h, 3*g, 4*L 5c, 6-b, 7*J, 8-L 9-n, lO-ov ll-o, 12-e^ 13- 
a, 14-k, 15-d. 

6. l*f, 2-d, 3*c, 4<c, 5-a, 64). 

7. 1-d-D, 2'f-C, S-g-A, 4c*B, 54HB, P-c-P, 

8.1-A, 2-J, 3-H, 4-F, 543, H 7-E, 8-D, K!, 10-B 








General Awareness 


We are gntefitl to Shri Pushp Seth ofOiandtgttrh for providing us 
these questions set in a recently-held Defence Services Competitive ex¬ 
amination. 

1. bt which one of the following countries is the "Head of 
the State" hereditary? 

(a) Pakistan (b) Japan 

(c) Canada (d) Bangladesh 

2. When a satellite circles the earth, it is acted upon by 
which of the following forces? 

(1) gravitational attraction between the earth and the sateUite 

(2) gravitational attraction between die moon and die satellite 

(3) thrust of rocket attached to the satellite. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 
Codes: 

(a) 1 alone ' (b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1,2 and 3 (d) 1 and 3 

3. In the Australian Open Tennis of 1998 the mixed double 
Grand Slam went to. 

(a) Petre Korda and Jessica 

(b) Venus lAUliams and Justin Gimelstob 

(c) Mahesh Bhupati and Hingis 

(d) Patrich Galbrith and Lisa 

4. Which one of the following is the correct sequence of 
events m Protein Synthesis? 

(a) mRNA migrate and attachment with ribosomes, tran¬ 
scription, protein, DNA, translation 

(b) DNA, transcription, mRNA migrate and attachment 
with ribosomes, translation, protein 

(c) Transcription, DNA, mRNA migrate and attachment 
with ribosomes, protein, translation 

(d) Protein, transcription, DNA, mRNA migrate and at¬ 
tachment widi ribosomes, translation 

5. Which of the following administrative units are NOT 
related to the \%dic period? 

1. Vish 2. Kula 3. Bhukti 4. Mandala 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

Codes: 

(a) 1 and 2 . (ft) 2 and 3 

(c) 3 and 4 (<0 2and4 

6. V^iich Indian sea-port is important as die chief-exporter i 
of iron oie as well as a naval base? 

(a) Cochin (b) Kandla 

(c) Madras (d) Vbakhapatnam 

/?. The chemical name of tear gas is; . 

(a) Acetofdtenone fb) Senzpphenone 

e(c) Lacrimator (<Q Chora^tophenone 

8. Which one of the following represents (he comet area 


size sequence of the four largest States of India? 

(a) M.P., Rajasthan, Maharashtra, UP 

(b) U.P., M P, Rajasthan, Maharashtra 

(c) U.P., Mahara^tra, M.P., Rajasthan 

(d) M P, U.P, Maharashtra, Rajasthan 

9. Which one of the following pairs of battles and the par¬ 
ties to the batde is correctly matched? 

(a) Haldighati : Shersh^ Vs Maldeo 

(b) Kanwah Babar Vs Ibrahim Lodi 

(c) Tarain Prithviraj Chouhan Vs Mohd. 

Gauri 

(d) Dharmet Shahjehan Vs Dara 

10 The SAARC consists of- 

(a) India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Malay¬ 
sia and Bhutan 

(b) India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sn Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan 
and Maldives 

(c) India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Indone¬ 
sia and Maldives 

(d) India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Maldives 
and South Korea 

11 United States of America hosted Olympics in the year 
1904,1932, 1984 and 1996 at. 

(a) Los Angeles, St Louts, LosAngeles and Atlanta respec¬ 
tively 

(b) St Louis, Los Angeles, Atlanta and LosAngeles respec¬ 
tively 

(c) LosAngeles, LosAngeles, St Louis and Atlanta respec¬ 
tively 

(d) St Louis, LosAngeles, LosAngeles and Atlanta respec¬ 
tively 

12. When milk is churned, foe cream separates from it due 
to. 

(a) centrifugal force (b) cohesive force 

(c) frictional force (d) gravitational force 

13. The Mughal Emperor in India who gave Surat to foe 
British East fodia Company was 

(a) Babur (b) Akbar 

(c) Jahangir (d) Aurangz^ 

14. What fraction of foe mass of an iceberg is visible above 
foe surface of foe sea? 

(a) one-twentiefo (b) one-ninth 

(c) one-fifth (d) otie-fourfo 

15. Who, among foe following, were foe Afghan rulers in 
India? 

1. Ibrahim Lodi 2.11tumi8h 

3. %er Siah Suri 4. ^uja-ud-daula 



Select the correct answer using the codes given bdow: 

Codes: 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 1 and 3 

(c)2,3and4 (d) 2and4 

16. Consider the following pa^te: 

1. Pinna 2. Cochlea 

3. Ear ossicles 4. Diaphragm 

Die correct science of these parts in the human ear is: 
(«)4,1,3,2 (ft) 1,4,3.2 

(c) 1.4,2,3 (d) 4,1,2,3 

17. Which one of the following is contrary to the basic teach- 
ingjS of Mahatma Gandhi? 

(a) Politics devoid of religion is immoral 

(ft) That government is best which goveims the least 

(c) Ends justify means 

(d) Economic equality can be practised only through 
trusteeship 

18. Match List I with list 11 and select the correct answer using 
the codes given below the lists: 


List I 

(TheMughals) 

A. Akbar 

B. Jehangir 

C. Dara Siikoh 

D. Bahadurshah Zafar 


Codes: 


List II 
(Description) 

1. Suppression of Sufism 

2. Patron of Paintings 

3. Poet widi pathos 

4. Protector of Hindu-Muslim 
architectural style 

5. Oriental learnings 


In tfte context qf the above two statements^ whidt oHt 'ofthe'follow~ 
ing is correct? • ' •* 

(a) Both Aand R are true and R is foe coirecf explanation 
of A 

(ft) BofoAandRaietnrcbutRisnotacorrecfexplahation 
of A . • . t 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

24. Chandranagore was a trading centre of the: * 

(a) English (ft) Fraich 

(c) Dutch (d) Portuguese 

25. Given below are two statements, one labelled as Asser¬ 
tion (A) and foe other labelled as Reason (R); 

Assertion (A): A particular type of bacteria causes AIDS. 
Reason (R): AIDS is sexually trammitted disease. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one (f the follow¬ 
ing is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is foe correct explanation 
of A 

(ft) Bofo Aand R are true but R is not a correct explanation 
of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

26. Match List 1 with list n and select foe correct answer 
using foe codes given below foe lists: 


19. Which one of the following metals is the heaviest? 

(a) Silver (ft) Copper 

(c) Gold (d) Lead 

20. Which one of foe following rivers is known as 'Sorrow of 
Bihar'? 

(a) Damodar (ft) Gandak 

(c) Kosi (d) Sone 

21. Which one of foe following is NOT true about fruits? 
(a) Costly fruits are good in nutrients 

(ft) Guava contains more of vitamin C than other froiits 

(c) Yellow coloured fruits contains more of Vitamin A 

(d) Cellulose of fruit provides relief from constipation 

22. Which of foe following pditicai parties is a recognized 
all-India party? 

(a) la^ Manila Congress (ft) Assam GanaPatishad 
(c) Bahujan Samaj Party (d) AkaliDal 

23. Given below ate two ^tements, one labelled as Asser¬ 
tion (A) and the other labeUed as Reason (R): 

Awcrtion (A): Cfoe of foe movemoits of foe surface water of 
ocean is known as ocean currott 

Reason (R): Ocean currents are caused mainly due to plan¬ 
etary wfrids and foe difference in ten:q>erature and densfry of watec 


List I 

(Properties of electron) 

A. ^ss-energy equivalence 

B. Energy of photon 

C. Uncertainty in position 
or velocity 

D. Spin multiplicity of 
electrons 

Codes: 


List II 

(Scientist associated) 

1. Hund 

2. Einstein 

3. Planck 

4. Pauli 

5. Heisenberg 


27. 'DieBritishPrimeMinisteratthetimeoflndia'sIndepen- 
dence was: 

(a) 144nston Churchill (ft) Clement Attlee 

(c) Anthony Eden (d) Harold Macmillan 

28. Given below are two statements, one labeled as Asser¬ 
tion (A) and foe other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): India is a member of G-77. 

Reason (R): frulia te a menfoer of SAARC. 

In the context of tiu above two statements, which one of tfwfollow- 
ing is correct? 

(a) Bofo A and Rare true and R is foe cm^ explanation 
of A 

(ft) BofoA«ulRaietniebatRisnotacofrecte)q)lanation 
ofA , 

(c) AistruebutRtefrfoe 

frO AisfabebutRistrue ’ 





29. l^ietenperatuiereguktory function (thermosW 
human body is l^ted in the: 

(s) ntuitaiy (b) Cerebellum 

- Hypotittlamus (tf) Medulla oblon^ta 

30. Whkh one of Ae following represotts the cmrect se¬ 
quence of foe given States in decreasing order of sugarcane pro¬ 
duction in India? 

(a) U£, Maharashtra, Thmil Nadu, A.P. 

(b) UP., Ibmil Nadu, Maharashtra, AJ^ 

(c) Maharashtra, UP., Ihmil Nadu, A.P. 

(d) Maharashtra, UP, AP., Tamil Nadu 

31. Who amcHig foe following scientists discovered the de¬ 
ment Polonium'? 

(a) F.W. Aston (b) Marie Curie 

(c) Frederic Joliot (d) Irene Curie 

32. Which one of the following in NOT related to the devel¬ 
opment of education in modem India? 

(a) Charter Act of 1813 (b) Resolution of 1835 

(c) Regulating Act (d) Wxxl's Despatch 

33. A country generally resorts to devaluaticai of its cur¬ 
rency to; 

(a) convert deficit in her balance of payments 

(b) eliminate surplus in her balance of payments 

(c) satisfy foe conditions laid dor^ by foe LM.F. 

(d) increase her overall imports 

34. Which one of tire foUowing is foe name of the first "doned 
sheep"? 

(a) Molly (b) Jolly 

(c) DoUy (d) lanWilmut 

35. The Great Ocean Irade route lies in; 

(a) Norfo Atlantic Ocean (b) Soufo Pacific 

(c) Norfo Pacific (d) Indian Ocean 

36. The most important aspect in Queen Victoria's Proclama¬ 
tion was: 

(a) The Governor of Bengal fame to be called as Governor 
General 

Provincial autonomy was accorded 

(c) Property qualifications were prescribed for franchise 

(d) The adirri^tration in India was taken over by foe 
Crown 

37. Changes in foe weather conditions occur in whkh one of 
tiie following layers of tite atmosphere? 

(a) Th^ro^here (b) Stratosphere 

(c) Ozcmxjfoem (d) Exo^here 

38. Whid) one of the foUowii^ options is NOT available to 
the President in foe event of the Prime hfinistn losing majority 
support in Lok Salfoa? 

(a) Dissolving the Lok Sabha 

(b) favitingfoieleacferofanotiterpattytofotmagovemment 

(c) Seeking advisory opinion of tite Supreme Court on foe 
qucMion of dissolutkm 

(d) NomihatipgtiieSpeakeroftiiflafoSBbhaasnewFrime 
. . WWWef ■ 

99. one of the foUowir^ Indian Stiitcs is the largest 
exporter itf^? 


(i) Andhra Pradedi (b) Kerala 

(c) Mdiarashtos (d) IkmilNadu 

40. Condda foe following statemmts: 

Afoert Einstdn was awar^ foe Nobel Prize for his work on 

1. Spedal theory of relativity 

2. General theory of relativity 

3. Photo-electric effect 
0/these statements: 

(a) 1 and 2 are correct 

(b) 1 and 3 are correct 

(c) 1 alone is correct 

(d) 3 alone is correct 

41. The revival of Wdas is attributed to: 

(a) Ramanuja 

(b) Swami Dayanand 

(c) Swami N^vekanand 

(d) Rama Krishna Paramhansa 

42. What is foe correct chronological order of foe following 
events in 1919? 

1. Jallianwala Massacre 

2. Rowlatt Act 

3. Khilafat Movement 

Select the correct answer using the aides given below: 

Codes: 

(«)2,1,3 (b)2,3,l 

(c)l,t3 (d) 1,3,2 

43. W.T.O. came into existence in: 

(a) January 95 (b) January 96 

(c) January 97 (d) January 90 

44. lAfoich one of foe following is a plant growth hormone? 

(a) Chlorophyll (b) Thyromine 

(c) Auxin (d) Adrenalin 

45. Dada Saheb Phalke Award of 19% was given to; 

(a) RajKtnnar (b) Dilip Kumar 

(c) Shivaji Ganeshan (d) Bhupen Hazarika 

46. Which one of foe following pairs is NOT correctly 
matched? 

(a) Mammary gland Colostrum 

(b) Liver Bile 

(c) Sebaceous gland Sweat 

(d) Pancreas Insulin 

47. Who among foe following wrote Unhappy India”? 

(a) Lala Liypat Rai 

(b) Madana Abul Kamal Azad 

(c) Annie Besant 

(d) Mahatma Gandhi 

48. The Saka era was founded in the year: 

(a)B.C.57 {b)A.D.78 

(c)A.D.319 (d)A.D,248 

49. Whidt of foe following factors helped fo tiw growfo of 
Indian nationalism in tile 19fo century? 

1. Western educatiim 
Z Racial arrogance of tim British 

3. Russophobia 

4. Fcono^ exploitation of India 
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5. Pro-MusMm attitude of dte British 

Choose the correct answer by using the codes given bdow: 

Codes: 

(fl) 1,2,3,4 and 5 (i>) 1,2 and 5 

(c) 3,4and5 (d) 1,2and4 

50. The correct descending order of the given sets of indus* 
tries in terms of the consumption of coal in India is: 

(a) Iron & steel, cement, textile, thermal power 
(&) Thermal powet textile, iron & steel, cement 

(c) Iron & steel, thermal power, cement, textile 

(d) Thernul powec iron it steel, cement, textile 

51. The transition ftom the Paleolithic to fte Neolithic age 
became possible because of: 

(a) growing grain (b) making fire 

(c) making wheels (d) learning a script 

52. Which of the following was/were responsible for the 
rapid spread of Buddhism in India after its origin? 

1. Teachings of the Buddha 

2. Use of Pali language 

3. Dislike for the Brahmanas 

4. Monastic organisation 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below: 

Codes: 

(a) 1 alone {b) 1 and 2 

(c)2,3and4 (d) 1,3 and 4 

53. Out of the given States below according to the census of 
India 1991, the highest density of population per sq km was in: 

(a) Andhra Pradesh (b) Karnataka 

(c) Assam (d) Maharashtra 

54. Which of the following words were added to the Pre¬ 
amble to the Constitution of India under the 42nd Amendment? 

(fl) Democratic Republic (b) Democratic Socialist 
(c) Sovereign Secular (d) Socialist Secular 

The Vikramasila monastery was founded by: 

(a) Shashanka (b) Dharmapala 

(c) Devapala (d) Lakshmanasena 

56. Which one of the following is related to the origin of the 
caste system? 

(a) Dasaranjana (b) The'Purusha-sukta' 

(c) 'Kalpasutra' (<0 The Brahmanas 

57. Rice cultivation is associated with which one of the fol¬ 
lowing Harappan sites? 

(a) Harappa (b) Lothal 

(c) Kalibangan (d) KotDiji 

58. Given below ate two statements, one Idielled as Asser¬ 
tion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): The chapter of the 'Ditective Principles of 
State Policy' has been made ^e part of the Constitution of India. 

Reason (R): It reflects die concepts of welfare State and the 
creation of the socialist pattern of society. 

In the context of the above statements, which oneof the follow¬ 

ing is correct? 

(s) BothAandRaretrueandRisdiecocrecte>q>lanationofA 
0),' BothAandRaretruebutRi8notaconectex|iIanation 
of A 


(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

59. ThesalientfeatuieofdieRigvedicreligionwasworshipof: 

(a) THmurties (b) Nature 

(c) Pashupati (d) Mother Goddess 

60. Which one of the following minerals is NOT exported 
from India? 

(a) Copper (b) Iron ore , 

(c) Mica (d) Manganese 

61. Which one of the following apparatuses is used for mea¬ 
suring blood pressure? 

(fl) Sphygmomanometer (b) Pyrometer 

(c) Manometer (d) Hygrometer 

62. Emissionofwhichoneofthefollowingwillpioduceisobars? 

(a) Alpha particles (b) Ma particles 

(c) Ganunarays {d) X-rays 

63. The gradual change in the manner of population growth 
occurring over a period of time is known as: 

(fl) population potential 

(b) demographic momentum 

(c) population explosion 

(d) demographic transition 

64. 'Tripitakas' are the sacred books of die: 

(fl) Hindus (b) Muslims 

(c) Jains (d) Buddhists 

65. Which of the following was the main aim of Mahmud 
Gaznavi's expeditions in India? 

1. Spread die Islamic religion 

2. Gaining fame 

3. Plundering the wealth of country 

4. Establishing his empire over whole of northern India 
Select t/ic correct answer using the codes given below: 

Codes: 

(fl) 1,2 and 3 (b) 3 alone 

(c) 1,3 and 4 (d) 1,2,3 and 4 

66. The correct chronological sequence of the entry of the 
given alien powers in India is: 

(a) Indo-Gteeks, Scythians, Kushanas, Hunas 

(b) Indo-Greeks, Hunas, Kushanas, Scythians 

(c) Scythians, Kushanas, Hunas, Indo-Greeks 

(d) Scydiians, Kushanas, IndoGreeks, Hunas 

67. The following statements pertain to Green Revolution in 
India: 

Green Revolution is most successful in the areas of: 

1. Controlled and assured source of irrigation 

2. Where chemical fertilizer (NPK) is adequately applied 

3. Where hydel power is adequately available 

4. Where farmers are more receptive to innovations 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

Codes: 

(fl) 1,2 and 3 are correct (b) 1,2 and 4 ,are correct 

(c) 1,3 and 4 ate correct (i) All four are correct 

68. TljeeffecIsoftheKallngaWu’oiikingAshokaarefoundin: 

(fl) excavations (b) pillar edicts 

(c) rock edicts (d) paintings 
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69. Given below are two statements, one labelled as Auet- 
tion (A) and die other labelled as Rei^n (R): 

Assertion (A): Centre giving dilutions to the States is not 
desirable but could not be dtog^her avoided in practice. 

Reaspn (R): The Union government is enqwweied to give 
such directions to the States as may appear to the government of 
India to be necessary to ensure compliance widi die laws made by 
the Parliament 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of the follow¬ 
ing IS correct^ 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation 
of A 

(b) Bo th A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation 
of A 

(c) A IS true but R is false (d) A is false but R is true 

70 Ihe Iron Pillar at Mehrauli near Delhi was made during 

the rule of the: 

(a) Mauryas (b) Kushanas 

(c) Guptas (d) Guijara-Pradharas 

71. Time taken by the sun to complete one orbit around the 
galactic centre is called 

(a) one parsec 

(b) one astronomical unit 

(c) one light year 

(d) one cosmic year 

72 "They used to live outside the cihes and whenever they 
entered the aties they had to walk by sounding the sticks." 

The above statement im made by 

(a) Fahien (h) Hieuntsang 

(c) rising (d) Marco Polo 

73 The first railway hne in India was opened to traffic in the 
year. 

(a) 1830 (b) 1835 (c) 1853 (d) 1881 

74. The Pala rulers had close cultural relations widi; 

(a) China (b) Tibet 

(c) Malaya (d) Java 

75. Match List I with List II and sel^t the correct answer 
using the codes given below the lists: 


List I 

A. 1950 

B. 1951 

C. 1881 

D. 1969 
Codes: 


Listn 

1. First Census 

2. Setting up of PlarmingCom* 
mission 

3. Nationalizadon of 14 banks 

4. First Hve-Year Plan 


76. VVhoBinongiheMowingiuiiV'iRetidwrBcantakepartin 
the proceedings of die Indian ParliarA(i|it without the to 
vote? 

(s) &(^peaker of Lok Sabha i 

(b) Attorney Genetg} of India i 


(c) The Chief Justice of India 

((Q Comptroller and Auditor General of India 

77. TTie Sanskrit Poet Rajshekhar lived in the court o6 

(a) MahendrapaJa-I (b) DharmSpala 

(c) Bhoja (d) MaMpakU 

78. Rigveda, die earliest literary composition of the Aryans 
consisted mainly of: 

(a) Prayers oHered to the divinities 

(b) Charms and spells 

(c) Rituals of worship 

(d) Philosophical speculations 

79 Tkunamis are huge sea waves caused by. 

(a) Earthquakes (b) Wcanoes 

(c) Winds (d) Icebergs 

80. The Wmacular Press Act of 18^, adopted by Lord lytton, 
intended to: 

(a) help English newspapers 

(b) promote freedom of the Press 

(c) restrain newspapers published in Indian languages 

(d) curb freedom of die Press in general 


1 .( 6 ) 
7.(c) 
13 (c) 

14. (b) 

15. (a) 
21. (a) 
27. (b) 
33. (a) 

39. (b) 

40. (d) 

41. (b) 

42. (a) 

43. (c) 
49. (d) 

55. (b) 

56. (b) 

57. (b) 
63. (b) 

68. (c) 

69. (a) 
75. (a) 


_ ANSWERS _ 

2. (a) 3. (a) 4. (b) 5. (c) 6 (d) 

8. (a) 9. (c) 10. fW 11. (d) 12 (a) 

Only about one-ninth of the mass of an iceberg is visible 
above the water. 

16. (a) 17. (c) 18 (d) 19 (d) 20 (c) 

22. (c) 23. (c) 24. (b) 25. (d) 26 (a) 

28. (b) 29 (c) 30 (a) 31 (b) 32. (a) 

34. (c) 35. (a) 36. (d) 37 (a) 38. (d) 

Awarded Nobel Prize m 1921 for photoelectric law and 
work m the field of tiieoretical physics. 

Rowlatt Act (April 4), Jallianwala massacre (April 13) 
44. (a) 45. (c) 46. (a) 47. (a) 48. (b) 

50. (d) 51. (c) 52. (d) 53 (d) 54. (d) 

Hindu World by Ben|amin Walker \bl IP. 323 
EBndu Wirld by Benjamin Wilker Vbl IP 202 
58. (a) 59. (b) 60. (a) 61. (a) 62. (b) 

64. (d) 65. (b) 66. (a) 67. (d) 

Thirteeidi Rock ^ict 

70. (c) 71. (d) 72. (a) 73. (c) 74. (d) 

76. (b) 77. (a) 78. (a) 79. (a) 80. (c) 


In titis feature in the March ‘99ismpt^700,answer$to 
Q, 61 to 78 were omitted whUe printing, Thate are^ven below. 
The omission is regretted, < 

61. (a) 62. (C) 63. 64. (a) 65. (b) 66. (a) 

67. (b) 68. (d) 69. (d) 70. (c) h. (e) 72. (b) 

73. (b) 74. (c) 75. (<Q 76. (b) 77. (d) 78. (d) , 

AuwerioQ.8Sonpege700ifAtarch’Misstteis(e) 
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OBJECTiVL-rYPt; / Ni ^ 


Q^ntitathre Aptitude 

Bengal Clffirla|i||i Examlnatfen, 

1. The sum ofnumerator and denominator of a fraction is I 11. Sum of a number and its reciprocal is 2. Their di 


55 and its value is j The fraction is* 


(«) ^ (b) -Jl (c) 3 I (d/none of these 

1 A man receives an annual salary of Rs 8800 in the year 
1997. This is 10% more than his salary in 1996. His salary (in 
rupees) in 19% was: 

(a) 3000 (b) 7800 

(d) 8400 

3. Aflorist bought 360 roses at Rs 8 per dozen. He sold all 
of them at Re 1 each. He made a p^t of (in rupees) 

(a) 240 (b) 315 ^120 (d) 180 

4. A can do a piece of work in 15 days, B can do it in 20 
days. They work together for 4 days and then B goes away. A 
wUl finish the remaining work in: 

(a) 8 days (^H days 

(c) 10 days none of die above 

5. Thepeiimeterofasquareparkisd^m. Apathof 2 m 
wide runs around inside the puk. The aAa of the path (in sq 
metres) is: ^ 

VT }64 (b) 896 (c) 444 (d) 436 

1 111 

6 . ^thofarodisyellow, gtiiisred, jjlhisgreen, ^di 

is blue and the remaining 138 cm is black. The length of the rod 
is (in cms); ✓ 

(a) 96 (b) 192 ^ 288 (d) 384 

7. In a certain exandnation there are three papers and it 
is necessary for a candidate to get 36% of the total marks to pass. 
In one paper a candidate obtained 62 out of 120, and in die 
second paper he obtained 35 out of 150. To just qualify for pass 
he must obtain out of 180 in the third paper: 

(a) 35 (b) 45 (c) 55 (d) 65 

8 . A book-seller aJfows a d^ountof 10% on the advertised 
price of a book. A book costs Rs 600 and he wants to make a 
profit of 20%. He must mark die price of die book as: 

(a) Rs 700 (b) Rs 800 

(c) Rs 660 (d) Rs 720 

9. A supply of com lasts 15 da^ for 20 horses. It will last 

for 30 horses for (in days): /■' 


(b) 22 




(«0 12 


10. A pot full of water weighs 9.5 kg. When half-fdled mdi 
water dte pot weighs 5.5^. Tlw wei^t of the enqity potis 0n 

fo) 4 15 (c) 2 (d) 35 


11. Sum of a number and its reciprocal is 2. Their diderence 
is: 

(a) 1 (b) \ (c) I x(d) 0 

12. A number is increased by 20% and then Main increased 
by 20%. Hie originai number is increased by (jri^ cent): 

(a) 20 (b) 30 (c) 40 

13. A ^opkraper bought pens at the me of 12 pens for Rs 
150 and sold them at the rate of 10 pens for Rs 130. The number 
of pens he should sell to earn a net profit of Rs,20 is: 

(fl) 10 (b) 20 (c) 30 iif10 

14. A train passes a platform 90 metres long in 30 seconds 

and a man standing on the platform in 15 seconds. The speed of 
the train is (in m/sec): . 

(«)3 (b)6 yifil (d)5 

15. The ratio of tWo positive numbers is 3 : 4 and the 
diftmnce of their squares is 112. The sum of the numbers is: 

{a) 26 (b) 28 (c) 42 (d) 16 

16. The difference of the greatest and the least among the 

2 1 

numbers 15, g, -g, 0.7 is: 

(a) 1.3 (b) 0.8 (c) I (d) 0.4 

<17. In an examination, 40% students fail in Madiematics 
and 30% fail in English and 20% in both. The pass per cent is: 

(a) 10 (b) 30 (c) 40 (d) 50 

18. A sum of mon^ amounts to Rs 11^ and Rs 1300 in 3 

years and 5 years respectively at simple interest per annum. The 
sum is: 

(a) Rs 900 (b) Rs 950 

(c) Rs 1000 (d) Rs 1050 

19. The sum of die present ages of father and son is 56 
years. 7 years after, die ratio of their ages will be 5:2. The present 
age of the son is (in years): 

(a) 2P (b) 13 (c) 16 (d) 23 

20. Five numbers are artan^ in order. The aven^ of the 
first four numbers is 26 and the average of the last four numbers 
is 23. The differoice of die first and die last number is: 

(a) 3 (b) 15 (c) 12 (d) 10 

21. The simplifiri value of 

1.79 x 1.79 -t-142 X 1.79 + 1.21 x 1.21 k 

(a) 058 (b)9 (c) 3 (d) 4 

22. St2*4bB(hvi«ibiet79,theiiii88ii^di^t(*)iiriUhet 

(a) i (b) 2 ic) 3 (d) 4 

23. A tracter allows two succassiye disoounls of 15% and 
10%b He gets n 107.10 for an astide. The marked prke of dm 
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article is (in rupees): 

(a) 140 (Jb) ISO (c) 160 (i) 132.10 

24. 20 men working 8 hours per day can con^Iete a pkce 

of work The number ctf hmm per day must 48 men 

work to (Mn^te the same job ift 7 days is: 

(a) 10 his ({>) 8 his 

(c) 12 hrs (lO 6 his 

25. AnumberisStimesofanotherntunberandtheirpioduct 
is 1323. Ihe larger number is: 

{a) 21 (b) 441 

(c) 63 (d) 51 


ofSr- 


10 2.1 1. . Rs.1155 

26. The value of - 5 ( 2 + 3)01 is: 

13 3 

(fl) 8 (« 12 

(0 9 (d) 2 

27. A number of boys raised Rs 180.50 by subscription 
among themselves, each boy subscribing as many 25 P pieces as 
twice the number of boys. The number of boys is: 

(a) 21 (b) 17 

(c) 19 (d) 23 

28. Of the four numbers p.q,r,s, the ratio of the fust number 
to the second is 2 ‘ 3, that of the second to the third is 5 :6 and 
that of die third to the fourth is 8 ; 9. The continued ratio of the 
four numbers is: 

(a) 40 : 60 : 72 ; 81 ( 6 ) 4 :6 :7 :8 

(c) 1.2 :3 4 (d) 42 : 65:70:91 

29. A fort has provisions for 420 soldiers for 70 days. After 
10 days 210 more soldiers enter the fort. The remaining food will 
last for: 

(a) 30 days (b) 25 days 

(c) 35 days (d) 40 days 

30. TWo pipes can fill a cistern in 20 and 30 minutes 
respectively. Both the pipes being opened, when the 
cistern is empty. The time when the first pipe must be 
turned off so that the cistern may be filled in 18 minutes, 
in all is: 

(a) after 10 min (b) after 6 min 

(c) after 8 min (d) afta 12 min 

31. The time taken to travel from one place to another at the 
rate ot 3 km/hr is 1 hour less than foat ti^n to travel the same 
diatance at ^ rate of 2.5 km/hr. The distance between die places 
is: 

(a) 14 km (jb) 16 km 

(c)15km (d)20km 

32. 20 men working 8 hrs a day can complete a work in 18 
days. Then 16 men working 9 hrs a day can coo^lete it iiu 

( 0 ) 20 days (b) 60 days 

^) 12 days (d) 16 days 

$ 9 . TIte poputetion of a town was jl;0K)X^ K dta nurteier of 
Steifei'fiiQitlMted by l(l%^and dte number of temales 
6%^ dteteitet poputetion would have remaliied uncluwged. Ilte 


(a) 80,000 (6) 72,000 

(e) 75,000 (d) 90,000 

34. If oranges be bought at die rate of ^ for a rupee, die 
number of oranges which must be sold for a rupee to gain 25% 
is: 

(a) 20 (b) 22 

(c) 18 (d) 16 

35. A person had deposited Rs 2500 in a bank on 1st Janutuy 
and withdrew Rs 1000 from the bank at the end of 9 months. S 
the rate of interest is 4% p.a., then the total interest payabte to 
him at the end of die year is: 

(a) Rs 80 (b) Rs 84 

(c)Rsl05 (d)Rs90 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


ifer' I fracHon * g 

We can also find by inspection 

2. (c) x»8800=>x = Rs8000 

3. (c) CP.* :^x360*Rs240,S.P. = 360 xl*Rs360 

.•.P*Rsl20 (SP.-C.P.) 

4 (a) (A and B)'8 4 days' work = (^■'■^) 

7 8 

Remaining work * 1 - ~ = — 

8 8 

A will finish -jg of work in -jg xl5 ® 8 days 
440 

5 . (b) Side of a square park * — * 110 m 

Area of path »(114)* -110* = 896 sq m 

6. (c) x-^-| -^-:^=138=> x*288cm 

7. (d) Passing marks = 36% of (120 + 150 + 180) * 162 

Marks reqd. m the third paper * 162 -(62 ^ 35) * 65 


600x120 


8 . (b) M.P. * CP X (100-d%) * 90 * 800 

9. (c) It is a case of inverse variation 

— — .. 20x15 , 

20 : 30*x:15 =>x* - 3 ^— * 10days 

10. (b) Let wei^t of empty pot * x kg and diat of Milk (when 

pot is full) == y kg 

x + y»95...(i), x+|»5.5..(fi) 

Solvmg (i) and (ii), we get x * IS kg 

11 . (d) x + ^*2sa> x* + l«2xorx*-2k+l»0«>(x-l)*»0 

...x = l...di0.»l-|-4 

12. (d) Let the no. be 100 









After Bist increase no. & 120 

120 

After Ond increase no. * 120 144 

A Original no. is increased by 144 -100 «* 44% 

13. (d) Let the no. of pens be x, S.P. - C.P. = P 

130x 150 

-j^--j 2 "xx = 20 => x = 40 

14. ({>) Let the length of the train be x m 

...Speed = f ...^ = ^=-x = 90 


-=^ X = 90 


Speed *15 = 6 m/sec 

15. (b) (4x)’-(3x)»=112=> x = 4 

Sum a 4x + 3x * 7x ® 7x4 = 28 

16. (a) I = 0.4,1 a .2.0.7,1.5. Reqd. diff. a 1.5 - .2 = 1.3 

17. (d) No. of students who failed in at least one of the subjects 

a n(AuB) a n(A) + n(B) - n(AnB) 
a (40 + 30 - 20)% a 50% 

Pass per cent = (100 - 50)% = 50% 

18. (c) S.I. for 2 years * 1300 -1180 = Rs 120 

3 

S.I. for 3 years = 120 x 2 = Rs 180 

... Pali80-180 = Rsl000 

19. (b) Let son's present age be x years 

... Fadier's present age = 56 - x years 

A.T.S. a |=» X a 13 years 

20. (c) X, + Xj+ X, + x^ a 4 x 26 = 104 (/) 

Xj + Xj + X, + X 5 a 23 X 4 a 92... (it) 

Subtracting («} from (0, we get x, - x, * 12 

21. (b) (1.79)» + 2 xl.79 xl.21 + (1.21)^ = (1.79 + 1.21)’» 3 ’ a 9 

a’ + 2 ab + b* a (a+b)’ 

22. (b) 1 + 2 + X + 4 a 7 + x Missing digit = 2 

Sum must be divisible by 9 

23. (a) 90% of 85% of x a 107.10 =» x a Rs 140 

24. (a) Men Days Hme (in hours) 

20 21 8 . 

48 7 X 

More men less time ^ 


;:8:x ss xa 


8x20x21 


Less days more time J 
7 : 21 

25. (c)x x3x-1323»»x’-^- 4- 
Ai target no. = 3x a 3 x ‘21 ■ 63 


OA . 2 /3+2. RsU^ 1*2A ,115 

12 ,13 5^6^ R861.60 * 4 5 6^ 616 

l3°^T 

11,3 3 1316,- 

“ 4 * 3 “ 16 “4 ■*'16“ 4^1 

27. (c) Let the no. of boys be x. A,T.S. No of 25 paise coi 

subscribed by each student a 2x 

... X x2x X 25 a 18050 =» x* a 361 =» x = 19 

28. (a) p : q ; r p : q : r : s 

2:3 10 : 15 : 18 

5:6 8:9 

or 10:15:18 80:120:144 :162 or 40 : 60 : 72 :1 

29. (d) Soldiers Days 

420 70 -10 i.e., 60 Inverse variation 

420 + 210 X 
i.e. 630 

420 : 630 a X: 60 =» x a a 40 

30. (c) Let the reqd time be x min 

11 X 

Work done by both pipes in x min * x = y 

X 

Remaining work * 1 - which is done by Hnd pipe 

A.T.S.x + (l-~)x30al8=» xaSmin 

D 

31. (c) Let the reqd distance be x km T = — 

A.T.S.^-| =1 => xal5km 

32. (a) Men hrs days 

20 8 18 

16 9 X 

Less men more days | 

,, I ,« 18x20x 

16 ; 20 V 

More hrs less days I a 20 

9 ; 8 

33. (c) Let the no. of males be x 

X (200000-X) a 200000 X a 750( 

34. (d) S J. of 20 oraitges * ■ Ra ^ 

5 

In Rs^ oranges sold a 20 

4 

In Re 1 oranges sold ■■20 *16 

35. (d) Total interest 

2500x4 ' ± . JLwJ: . 

100 ^ 12 *^^"^^^ m u 
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Remember te 
Fergel 


D uring his early writing 
career, like most other 
struggling pen-pushers, Mark 
Twain was hard-pressed for 
money and as such could ill 
afford to send return postage 
for contributions rejected by 
journals. One editor warned 
him that he had to follow 
the rule otherwise the 
articles would be consigned 
to the yawning wastepaper 
basket. 

The next time, when the 
editor opened the envelope 
containing a Mark Twain 
contribution, a brief, terse 
note attached to it read; ”My 
dear editor, how forgetful of 
me not to enclose the return 
postage you had required. 
Unfortunately, I forgot it 
and reineinbered it only 
after I had mailed the 
manuscript.'' 

iltei^polbaiuuv^o^ i 


subconscious, keeps a 
watchful eye on us. Everyday 
we discover for ourselves the 
working of this invisible 
power; diough it is less than a 
whisper, 

Here's another revealing 
illustration. Dr Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, surgeon and 
author, was called to check up 
a girl. He examined her but 
felt that die surgery was not 
required, as had been 
suggested by a fellow surgeon 
who had examined die patient 
earlier. 

However, he wilted and 
agreed to perform the surgery 
the foUowing day. The "tridy" 
memory played its impidi role. 
The tim« for die operation 
passei^rt^it there was no 
suxgecm: Wh^d happened to 
him? He had simply 
"forgotten" his word. 

Be did up, but die 


girl had already taken a turn 
for the better. Holmes 
apologised because he had 
forgotten his appointment. 
"Forgive me. Blessed is the 
man who forgets when he 
would act against his better 
judgment", smiled the doctor 
also known for his sense of 
humour. 

The man Holmes might 
have forgotten it, but the 
doctor in him did remember 
the oath to Hipocrates. 

We mindlessly breast- 
beat against recurring 
instances of amnesia but the 
fact is that the little 
jmliceman, die subconscious 
mind, passes a sly order from 
its hiding, and we obey its 
diktat. Then, once sure that 
we are on our mental tdettr 
mid doing our duty, goeahadt 
to its'sanctuaiy. 

This, howevei; does not 


mean that men with a sense of 
humour cannot fool die stem 
inner policeman. That is why 
some instances of forgetfulness 
bring us joy and good cheer. 
They have also given birth to 
jokes. 

This one may read off¬ 
beat (life is stranger than 
fiction). A forgetful husband 
put on his cap and dien went 
about searching for it ail over 
the house. 

The wife chided him, 
"Stop tlus search. Your cap is 
already on your head." To diis, 
the husband axulingly replied, 
"Good. You have told me. 
Odierwise I would have gone 
to office today without my 
cap." 

Surely die husband in this 
apocraplial story is one of 
diose for whom their memory 
is the diing with which dv^ 
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Leading From Front 


T here are two types of leadets. One 
who dictates authority and gets 
(grudging) obedience by his followers. The 
other kind iaspires, sets an example, and 
leads by the front. Many captains of the 
Indian cricket team have been sacked in 
the past because they could not lead the 
team from the front, though they 
themselves were good enough players. 

Contrarily, the authoritarian leader 
considers only himself. He pins hopes on 
grandeur he wants to produce on his own, 
He pays scant to the needs, wishes and 
aspirations of his colleagues. The real 
leader, however, leads in the real sense of 
the word. He "serves". 

People want positions of leadership 
and responsibility primarily for the sake 
of exalting self—not for service. This is a 
great mistake, and often leads to 
unhappiness, not only for the individual 
concerned but for many others who are 
involved in this unfortunate "game". 

If one humbles himself to serve his 
fellowmen, he may find, in due time, that 
he has become a leader because of his 
desire and ability to help. 

The desire to serve and the spirit of 
dedication to a cause are the basic 
approadt to all leadership. The man who 
is wiQh^ to yoke himself to the hard task 
is the one who inspires. For he is leading 
\iy sacrifipe and service. He is leading by 


I example. There are sermons in stones but 
j they do not speak. 

i Every leader possesses a certain 
degree of imagination and vision. He must 
be able to think ahead, to visualize and 
plan beyond the immediate present. The 
idea comes first and then comes the blue- 
print. Value your ideas. 

Have a goal. If the goal is practical 
and right, if the foresight is realistic, it 
creates plans and programmes leading to 
that goal. You command the respect of 
] others and become a leader. An "army" of 
1 one dedicated leader is better than an 
I posse of lethargy and slothful "followers", 
j The late Konrad Adenauer, asked: 
"What makes a statesman great?" He 
answered: "He needs first of all a dear 
conception of what he wants. Finally, a 
great leader must have the power of his 
convictions, a moral driving force." 

Churchill radiated it. He had fire and 
daring from the days of his adventurous 
youth. Subhash Chander Bose had it from 
his early days. Gandhi from his South 
African days showed that he had it in 
ample measure. 

Speed and decisiveness form the 
make-up of a leader. Foi^ a leader has got 
to be ^ead of those who are following 
him. He piust be alert dharting the course 
ahead, and be able to decide quidcly die 
ri^t course of acticm when problems come 
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up. This requires mental toughness and 
courage which men of strain lack. A leader 
is essentially a man who solves problems, 
whereas others create them. In any 
organisation, you will find a majority of 
workers are those who throw spokes in 
the wheel. They are hurdle-creators. But 
you wUl come across one or two who grasp 
the situation/problem, think over it and 
in a flash come with a solution. Such 
people have germs of leadership in them. 

A leader knows how to work with 
others. He commands their admiration 
and respect, their trust, loyalty and 
responsiveness. Also, he must be able to 
organize them such that they achieve their 
maximum potential under his guidance. 

Mahatma Gandhi, who had led the 
nation horn the front for the freedom of 
the country, once said "Here go my people. 
I must follow diem because I am their 
leader." This aspect of leadership is often 
overlooked by small leaders who carry an 
inflated image of themselves. There are 
hundreds of Singhs, Laldbs and Yadavs in 
the country whose only claim to 
leaderdiip is that diey have no rivals. 

Gemune friendliness and outgoing 
concern are also hallmarks of aleader. He 
has time, for smile, a friendly diat, and 
diows dncere interest in die lives, hopes 
and dreams of those under his diaige. He 
builds a chainof comradediip with diose 
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under him, so that they fee! free to share 
d^eir ideas and suggestions with him. 

A leader does not live in an ivory 
tower. He doesn't hesitate to mix and meet 
with his colleagues can have an 
opportunity to share their views regarding 
problems that face them or the 
organization. 

A leader is always able to 
conununicate with others. He has trained 
him-self to diink clearly, and, therefore, is 
able to express himself with clarity and 
persuasiveness to his subordinates. 

In this way, they can grasp his ideas, 
goals, and also his specific instructions, 
without wandering about in confusion as 
happens from time to time in many 
organizations. 

Because of his ability and willingness 
to communicate, he is able to create a unity 
of purpose among his subordinates and 
achieve action out of this otherwi^ 
conflicting interests. 

A leader accepts the responsibility for 
the mistakes of the subordinates he 
himself has selected. In a like manner, he 
should, when possible, give them credit 
for their good work. 

He will win their confidence by the 
continual example of fairness and honesty 
in all of his dealings. A leader who takes 
all the credit to himself is, at heart, 
disliked, if not hated. The great scientist 
Einstein often said to his junior colleagues, 
"As you know..." This shows that he 
equated them with his own self in 
infomution, knowledge and stations. Who 
would not work with sudi a "leader"? 

A leader must be willing to delegate 
aulhoritv to others or he will find himself 


running a one-man army, a one-man store 
or a 01 %-man enterprise. He must have 
the insight to select as his administrators, 
men and women of ability, honesty and 
balance. 

Look at the companies employing 
thousands of people. Is the owner looking 
after every bit himself in each department? 
He is blissfully unaware of such detail. 
He has adopted a sound management 
policy: delegate authority. Delegation 
naturally lea^ to responsibility which, in 
turn, leads to accountability. It also lessens 
the burden of the "chief". 

An executive's ability to do this very 
thing, and to train the newcomers, 
organize those functioning under him and 
inspire them to accomplishment is one of 
the greatest tests he faces. 

Many people have a muddled mind. 
They fail to make a distinction between 
character and reputation. Character is 
what the person really is. Reputation is 
what others think of him. Take two 
examples: Gandhi's character and Nehru's 
reputation. 

If a leader's motives are continually 
being called in question by his followers, he 
is through as a leader. He must omsistently 
set an example of fairness, integrity and high 
moral character if his enterprise is worth 
"leading" in the first place. 

Self-discipline is a must for 
leadership. The minute he allows his 
morals to begin to erode, the minute he 
begins letting down, hitting the bottle, 
engaging in unedtical conduct, he will be 
at the point at which his leadership begins 
to erode. 

Very few men can have a feeling of 
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faithfulness and loyalty to an example of 
instability, dishonesty, weakness, or 
debauchery. History is replete with 
examples of kings whose character 
suffered black blotches despite the 
decorations at their chest. 

In exercising principles of leadership, 
you will find many opportunities to use 
them. First of all, you can begin rig^t in 
your own family; for, as explained 
previously, your family is "a miniature 
kingdom". 

Men should serve, inspire and lead 
their families. They serve them by 
providing for, protecting and guiding 
them as a unit, through the rough spots of 
life. Yet, in this very service, they must 
lead. They must exercise the very qualities 
outlined in this article. 

And, very important, learn to build 
leadership into sons. For they certainly 
should be the leaders tomorrow! 

Lord Chesterfield has put it 
brilliantly: "A man of the best parts and 
greatest learning, if he does not know die 
world by his own experience and 
observation, will be very absurd and 
consequently very unwelcome. He may 
say very good things; but they will Iw 
probably ill-timed, misplaced or 
improperly addressed, that he had better 
hold his tongue." 

Apply these principles in your life. 
Learn to think ahead and employ right 
imagination and vision, decisiveness and 
courage. Learn to get tho.se under you 
organized—and develop a proper method 
of delegating responsibility to others. Be 
faithful and fair to them as you want them 
to be to vou. 
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W WW. This is the most popular TLA 
(Three Letter Acronym) that you'll 
ever come across the^ days. In fact, 
it would be a very great surprise if you 
already haven't read about it a hundred times 
this year itself. But what exactly is the 
WWW? 

First things first. WWW (World Wide 
Web) is not the same thing as the Internet! 
These two terms are not synonymous with 
each other. The WWW is simply an applica¬ 
tion of the Internet, albeit a very popular one. 
The WWW runs on top of the infrastructure 
provided by the Internet. Though there is no 
clear definition of what the World Mde Web 
is exactly, one way to describe it could be 
that: it is that system on the Internet which 
allows easy exchange of media-rich content 
through various navigation structures. The 
other way to look at the WWW is to look 
upon that media rich content itself. 

Note the use of the phrase 'media-rich'. 
Before the advent of the WWW, most content 
on the Internet was simply in text form. But 
today you find documents which not only 
have text, but also illustrations, photographs, 
3-D images, sound, animation, video and 
even virtual reality components. This enables 
one to communicate an idea or information in 
a much more effective form than just pure 
text. 

The other key feature of a WWW docu¬ 
ment, also referr^ to simply as a web docu¬ 
ment or a web page, is that it allows linking 
to other web pages throu^ itself. For exam¬ 
ple, let's say you're viewing a wd> page at 
www.time.com (which is nothing but the web 
address of the place where Hme Magazine's 
pages are kept—but more details on this 
addressing mkhanism later). The hrst page 
will show you all the day's and week's top 
story in a summarised form. Then, if you 
wish, you can dkk cm a particular headline, 
and you will be taken to another page, which 
will have the complete story related to foat 


headline. In addition, that page might have 
further connections to other pages, related to 
the story which you're reading. These "con¬ 
nections" are what are called Hyperlinks. 
And it is these hypcrliirks which allow vari¬ 
ous web pages to be "linked" together. These 
hyperlinks need not refer to a document 
which is on the same computer, but it can link 
to any document on the WWW. This means 
that you have a virtual network of documents 
consisting of over 900 million (i.e., 90 crorel) 
pages of information!!! 

Web Site 

he term web site is used for a collection 
of web documents which have a single 
author and cover a common theme or 
topic. Much like a book. Also, a web site is 
usually accessible by a single base-address 
(just like all pages of a book are referred to by 
the title of the book). 

How do you access these web sites? 
Simple. Just connect to the Internet through 
the provided software (we covered all this in 
the last issue), then open your browser soft¬ 
ware and in the Location Box (or Address or 
URL Box) type in the name of foe web .site 
which you wish to view. And, within a few 
seconds, the entire default page from foat 
particular site will download on to your com¬ 
puter screen. You can read what you want 
and from foere click on any hyperlink to get 
more information about a particular topic or 
section. 

Of course, simply viewing static pages is 
not all foat you can do on foe WWW. Ihese 
static pages can in turn be linked to huge 
databases, which can provide informaticm on 
foe fly. Or you could have chdt rooms, whoe 
multiple people can log at foe same time and 
discuss a particular topic or issue simply by 
typing in foeir message on foeir keybciard. 
All o^rs in foe room will be able to see foe 
messages and respond accordingly. You 
could also have discumion boards, where 
peo]^ can hold oft-line conversaticms. 
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First, Indio has to got 
rid of the fooling that the 
oountiy is uniquo to hovo 
oscop^ tho crisis focod in 
othor countrios. Wo oro m 
on oquolly vulnorablo 
position. Unnocossory 
intonwntion by govom- 
ment in oroos in which it has no oxpertiso in, 
must go. To bocomo o great country, wo have 
to reduce the size of tho bureaucracy. Wo 
have also ignored agriculture, so necessary to 
provide to^ for the people. There is much 
thot needs to be done. Who wonts that Indio 
be dragged down the abyss os the rest of the 
world surges aheod in the new millennium? 

Meenakshi Srivastaoa, Ludnow. 

She is doing M.A. in Economics 


The selfish. nature 
of humans will give rise 
to corruption in society. 
Population and pollu¬ 
tion will be major ehol- 
lengM to Idee, la addi¬ 
tion, we face ilRtoriKy, 
poverty, inflation, infla- 
enee td Western cultv0, 
commuiiol riots and intoleronce. Iheds . 
challengps pose o great threot to our 
existonee, 


The biggest challenge 
that we oil will foce is of 
leoving out future genera¬ 
tions 0 planet where they 
can survive. The very ews- 
tonoe of humons mil be 
challenged by the growing 
deficiency of non-renew- 
oUe resources and degra¬ 
dation of lend. We ore entering o period of 
growing struggle for resources and living 
tfxiCe. 

XMt Kapoor, Mohali (Punjab). 

He is a student ^Punjab En^neermg Odkgf. 


In a world full of 
strife, violence, unrest and 
separatism, the coming 
age comes with a mixture 
of aspirations ond opprs- 
hensions. Terrorism, 
fanaticism, poverty and 
hunger foce us os we 
approach the next milimnium. While nothing 
can be said of the foture, I hope that future 
years will be filled with concern and commit¬ 
ment to foce the chollenges. New technolo¬ 
gies moy help us get over our problems. It is 
0 great challenge whi^ humankind must rise 
up to. 

Abhishek Bali, Ludhiana (Punjab). 

He is doing B.Tech. in Civil Engineering 

India hos to become a 
world power in the next 
millennium. To do this, we 
have to invest heavily in 
science and technology. 
Wo are already a nudeor 
power but we hove to 
invest in better ogriculturat 
techniques too. We hove to 
create more employment opportunities os 
well os moke everybody liteiato. Above all, 
wo have to hold the country together, which is 
facing storms from religious fonotadsm and 
poverty. These ore the challenges thot the 
country foces in the next mttennium. 

SM. Shakeel, Banikhet (HtnuuM Pradesh). 

He is doing his BA fFftuI tear). 
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Our January '99 Cover Story Contest saw a cloUiOntrst (f emotion as. 
readm wrote in to tell us about incidents cf depression. We found (bat 
young hearts have many problems, which parents and society satrody 
understands. We are happy to have provided an opportunity pr young 
people to speak out on Ais sensitive issue. As usual, w received a large 
number cf entries from tdl over India and one from SrazU. The prixe 
xoinners are featured below: Some notable viewpoints w3l be published 
in otir subsequent issues. 


First Prize 

There are a thou¬ 
sand people com¬ 
peting pr a single 
seat and this strife 
makes life of a 
youngster very 
tough. 

Meenakshi 

Failure in competition is one of the 
major cause of depression among youth. 
Many youngsters fall prey to depression 
but all that parents say is that they have 
gone throu^ this ph^ and that youdt 
is a carefree and en^yable time. How 
wrong! This attitude actually makes 
things worse. The fact is that die world 
is hi^ly competitive today and it is a 
tough life for any Indian youth. 

MMiKilcshi Priycm livN bi Potno. She 
Is doing I.Sc. and wonts to bocomo a 
computer axpert. 

Second Prize 


I just stopped 
cribbjng about the 
past, tmng lip as 
it came. 

Vijayara^aoan 
Though I was a good student, wrong 





company and a disdainful attitude made 
me do badly. I was under great stress 
but my family was very understanding 
and I recover^ with a lot of emotional 
support at home. There were a million 
things that could cheer me, if only 1 
cared to think of them. 

M. Viiayanighavan lives in Chennoi 
and is doing his engineering In 
Oiengaipet, Tamil Nadu. 

Third Prize 

I was made to pel 
like an escapist 
and a hser when I 
changed my 
stream pom sci¬ 
ence to arts. 

—Roopsi 

Stress comes from all quarters, especially 
expectations of family and friends, mis¬ 
leading media and increasing conscious¬ 
ness to prove one's worth. Many young¬ 
sters try to get over this by falling for a 
relationship with die opposite sex. 
Inability of parents to uriderstand die 
child's psychological condition furdier 
worsens ^e situation. When I took up 
arts, everybody criticised me. Wll the 
emotional scars inflicted on me ever 
Iwal? 

Iledpai Manila Kvm in Amboia and Is 
doing bar lA 




Consolation Prizes 



What society can 
do is to accept peo¬ 
ple more easily. It 
should help people 
pel happy and 
welcome. 

—Sindku 


When I was in class 8, my father was 
transferred to Brazil. Much to my disap¬ 
pointment, everybody at the new school 
refused to accept me. I had no friends 
and was very lonely. I began to write in 
my diary and talked to my mother. Why 
does society not accept a person more 
easily and have to be so cruel? 

Sindhu Chohhani sludiai in class 9 in 
Amorican School In Brazil. Sho wants to 
bo a diplomat. 



Family members 
can be a pain if 
they do not under¬ 
stand the situation 
you are in. 

-Umakant 


I have been dirough a nightmare when I 
failed to get into DT. Then I found the 
saying that "failure is an experiment, 
never of a person". The idea is to keep 
mbving on, never be afraid of failures, 
and keep trying. Family members must 
be supportive. 

Umakant SonI Hvos In Duig, Madhya 
Prodosh, and b doing onginoorlng.. 

Apmon suffering 
pom depression 
needs support and 
it is tlw responsi- 
bUity ofv^k 
arcmndhmto 
help him out. 

-^Rakul 
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Do a self analysis if you fail, look at the 
options and gather Ae strengdi inside 
you. This is how oas can tadde any situ¬ 
ation despite failures, which ate part of 
everybody's life. 

Rahul Bhardwaj, from Now Delhi, 
wants to do hb MBA. 


I prayed with hope 
in my heart that 
God would reward 
my hard work 
soon. A miracle 
happened. 

—Ruchi 

Reservations and donations have 
made honest students to work harder, 
and hard working students often fail 
since the odds are against them. 
Neighbours and friends make things 
worse by enquiring about the results. I 
faced depression for one year before I 
could come out. But that period was 
terrible. 

Ruchi MIshra is doing B.Sc. in 
Agriculturo In Allohobad and wants to 
join tho Ovll Sorvicos. 


I was under 
depression became 
I was turned 
down by a girl. 

—Mttttdhir 

Being turned down by someone is a ter- 
r9de dting. The trouble was that nobody 
could understand what I was going 
through. Slowly 1 turned to books and 
studies. By devotirtg myself to hard 
work, I could get over sad droughts and 
I find myself a much better person 
today. 

S' 

Mondhir K. Sadda Is dohiB hb B.A. lit 
Pwio (Hid wonb to bacoow on IAS 


-V' 




The world crashed 
around me when 
my rank was far 
below what was 
required to get me 
admission to a 
college. 

—Sumita 


Due to lack of ability, I lacked self-confi¬ 
dence. I took to meditation and then 
decided to try harder. I started partici¬ 
pating in activities boldly in spite of 
small bilures. 1 now realise that nothing 
is impossible for a hard working person. 

SumHa Mahajan b doing her B.Com at 
Chandigarh ond wonb to bocome a 
locturor. 



Being a shy boy, I 
could not adjust to 
hostel life. My 
friends mocked me, 
making me feel 
worthless. 

—Vaibhav 


Instead of making things better, some 
friends actually make you feel bad. They 
make fun of you. But I changed my atti¬ 
tude and stopped caring for such peo¬ 
ple. Now I just be with those people 
who care for me and provide me com¬ 
fort By doing this, I have become bold 
enough to ad^eve anything! 


VtaUdiov Gupta b doing hb B.B. in 
Shogoon in Maharashtra and later 
wonb to do hb MBA. 



Depression erodes 
the menUd health 
(^youngsters. 
Siknt sobs are not 
heard by society. 

—Har^ita 


fmSy ties actually drive some people 
toci^, sinoe one bees stress duou^ 


family pressures. Elders can help by 
(hatting or going for outings, which 
they never do. Otfierwise, teenagers 
sh(^d do such things wifii fiiends. The 
way out is to share feelings with others 
and to be supportive to those who are 
under tension. 


HarshHa Nogi b doing hor BJc. in 
Lucknow. 



Nobody is perfect, 
so one should not 
hesitak to consult 
someone with bet¬ 
ter knowledge and 
maturity. 

—Toshabanta 


High competitioa unemployment and 
poverty create a feeling of insecurity and 
tension. Should this happen, one should 
seek guidance from others. I faced a sim¬ 
ilar situation but was helped out of my 
depression. Now I have found my go^ 
and want to achieve it, and negative 
thoughts do not come to my mind. 


Toshabanta Barik, from Padampur in 
Orissa, is doing MA in English and 
wanb to bo a good teacher. 


I could not clear 
medical 
entrance...! 
thought of run¬ 
ning away or com¬ 
mitting suicide. 

—Akita 

I could not clear medical entrance exam¬ 
ination and was under great stress. All 
kinds of fiioughte would come to n^ 
mind. But society neglecte or b cruel 
towards people who fa<% failures. 
Nobody encourages you. The Competition 
Master helped build coi^denoe in me. 

R. Akiio b doing her BJe in Chembtry 
in Chennai and wwib to do a comput* 
oroourao. 
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T he news on the eco¬ 
nomic front for the 
post year has been 
discouraging. The 
economy has been reeling 
under a severe slowdown and 
not a ray of hope is in sight. 
Companies hove reported dis¬ 
mal results and the government 
has found itself in an unenvi¬ 
able position where its rev¬ 
enues ore stagnant but mcpen- 
diture is out of control. Brave 
words by Finance Minister Yash- 
want Sinha hove foiled to perk 
up business. 

In the budget montiv we 
describe the state of the econo¬ 
my for the past yeor, os also 
vrhot con be done to revive the 
sogging economy. Otheiwise, 
we may be heading for o severe 
bokmce of payments crisis and 
may wtf bMome a bosket case 
for theililF to bail us out. 


conomy 


W hen the Bharatiya Janata 
Party took office in March, 
1998, there was a faint hope 
that it would provide a 
fresh approach to solve the nation's 
problems. There had been disquieting 
signs on all fronts: the industrial slow¬ 
down was becoming worse, exports had 
slowed down, agricultural production 
was on the decline and employment in 
the formal sector was also down. The 
infrastructure was in a state of disrepair. 
Companies had reported dismal results 
and it became evident that government' 
revenue on account of excise and income 
tax would be less d>an it had been in ear¬ 
lier years. Having a difierent ideology, 
there was a glimmer of hope drat Mr Vaj¬ 
payee atul ^ team could inject confi¬ 
dence in the battered economy. 

One year later, all the hopes have 
been dashed. The party has ^wed itself' 
as iTKpt in handiiiig the economy as past 
governrhents. Ihete have been a series of 
short-term measures and gimmicks tflce 


the tax amnesty schemes, cross holding 
in public sector units and announce¬ 
ments of decrease in subsidies. Some of 
these had to be taken bade due to pres¬ 
sure from its allies. Government finances 
are in a mess. 

It is not for nothing that the country 
faces a lack of confidence. Companies are 
reeling under the burden of unsold goods 
and me slowdown has worsened. No 
major policy changes have been afiected 
to get out of the recessionary trend. 
Instead, the underlying approach to 
industrialisation is still the obstructive 
practices of the license-raj, as became evi¬ 
dent when Ratan Tata had to withdraw 
its airline project because of inordinate 
delays. Several projects were cancelled 
during the year: it is estimated that proj¬ 
ects worth over Rs 9,900 
aore have been abandoned 
in the first six months of the 
fiscal year alone. 

A Series of 
Blunders 

The solution to the 
problem should have been 
to encourage growth 
through a series of fiscal measures. On 
the contrary, the government merely 
tried to fill up its coffers by short-term 
but ridiculous measures, which ended up 
hurting the economy even more. There 
was a pre-budget increase in prices and 
desperate attempts to collect money 
through income tax amnesty schemes. An 
ingenuous but inefiective scheme of dis¬ 
investment was invented, whereby pub- 
Ii|C sector undertakings would buy shares 
of each ofiier. It seemed that the objective 
was not repairing dre economy but mere¬ 
ly to collect revenues. In doing so, the 
economy did further into recession. 

Mudi of the blame lay on the BJP 
itself. It blew the first <^ce it got—-the 
last year's budget-^y trying to make it 
unadiamedly swadeshi, by following die 
same protectionist policies of Nehru's era 
^tj^ resulted in India becenning (me 
of the poorest in the w(^d. Uie logic of 
6e bud^ was diat giowdi would be 
mcreased public spending in defence 
and d»t ifidu^ woiild be piotcK^ ^ 


. m ■/miflNUi>ccoMPEmiONiyMsiEn. . 







COVERi i 



inoease in tarifiis by 8%. These measures 
had not helped India in the 50 years after 
independence, nor did they in 1998. 
Groi^ slowed down, prices jumped, 
and the country came face to face with 
the spectre of stagflation, which is low 
growA with high inflation. 

In matters as insurance privatisa¬ 
tion, the government has dragg^ its feet, 
leading to a wishy-washy approach. If 
things were not bad enough due to the 
South East Asia crisis, the BJP leaders 
went on a foolhardy nuclear path, isolat¬ 
ing itself from the world and inviting eco¬ 
nomic sanctions. The capital account was 
sought to be compensated by the Resur¬ 
gent India Bonds, through which $4.16 
billion were collected. Tlie loans were 
touted as a major breakthrough by the 
government but they represent fairly 


expensive external borrowing at 8% in 
dollar terms. How will die government 
repay die money when it gets due is cer¬ 
tainly a matter of concern. 

In all diis, the poor suffered the 
most. Prices erf vegetables jumped. In the 
Wholesale Price Index (WPI), the largest 
acceleration (from 2.8% in February to 
over 22% in November) was in food 
products whidi direedy affected the poor. 
Though inflation figures were kept down 
by statistical jugglery, the real inflation in 
the country is estimated to be well over 
13% for the last financial year. 

The trouble has beat that no Finance 
Minister in the past has taken a long-term 
view of things. Each has come out with 
short-term s^mes for personal glory, 
while the economy has continued to 
bleed. Former Finance Minister P. Chi¬ 


dambaram had made a great noise about 
the Voluntary Disclosure of Income 
Sdieme (VDB) and the current Finance 
Minister Ya.shwant Sinha has his Resur¬ 
gent India Bonds. Some odier schemes 
have also been floated. Unfortunatdy, 
none of them have done any good for the 
eccHiomy. On the contrary, diey may have 
actually harmed it. The objective Aould 
have been economic freedom, privatisa¬ 
tion and growth but the messages sent 
out by these schemes is that it is impor¬ 
tant to declare one's income whether one 
grows or not. Not surprisingly, invest¬ 
ment has sharply slowed down today. 

Questionable Tax Amnesty 
Schemes 

In the year of recession, the govern¬ 
ment's focus was strangely misplaced. It 
concentrated on making angels out of 
taxpayers, rather than give incentives to 
growth. Through tiireatening advertise¬ 
ments, it tried to collect more taxes. But 
the logic of the amnesty schemes is quite 
inimical to the honest tax payer: tiiey 
send out a message that it is better to be 
di^onest than to pay tax. Under the Vol¬ 
untary Disclosure of Income Scheme 
(VDIS), those who had defaulted in the 
past could actually pay less than an hon¬ 
est tax payer who had religiously filed 
returns. 

Yashwant Sinha followed the foot¬ 
steps of his predecessor and announced 
the Kar Vivad Samadhan Scheme, hoping 
to get some of the estimated Rs 30,000 
locked up in disputes. It could get only a 
small fraction of this and the sdieme was 
a resounding failure. It put a question 
mark on the credibility of the Income Tax 
Department. Now that assessees have 
rejected tiie amnesty sdiane what tools 
does it have to fiee tiie disputed amount? 
Or is it that ffie assessees tiiink that it is 
cheaper to bribe the officials than to pay 
tax? The bureaucrats who had designed 
this scheme had appaientiy not tiiought 
about these two qu^mis before 
announcing file sdieihe. 

The s^eme showed two mryor faU- 
ures of the Income Tax departmoit. First, 
why dwuid it not ti^ten its tax adminis¬ 
tration so that disputes are easily 
resolved? And seconcC why does it not 
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T h« victim of the inability of the government to take up measures to stimulate growth 
was none other than the Finonce Minister himself. He boldly declared that the econ* 
omy would start looking up in a few months. The Index of Industrial Production (IIP), 
on the contrary, rose by only 3.20 per cent in December, 1998, compored to the previ> 
ous yeor's figure of 7.10 per cent. The third quorter results of industry were dismal. 

India's position at the World Economic Forum meeting at Davos was also diminished 
os no concrete steps had been token to liberalise the economy. Compared to whot had 
been promised in the lost budget, the achievements were miniscule: infrastructure invest* 
ment hod not taken place as promised, the insurance sector was not opened and disin* 
vestment in public sector units had not been done. Reforms had taken a back seat. 
Bureaucratic red tope and the license raj wos only too strong. Mr Sinho hod forgotten his 
own budget speech of last year, in which he talked of appointing a monitoring officer to 
help implementation of foreign investment. No officer wos appointed, and FDI inflows in 
1998 plunged 36% lower than bst year. 

The Finance Minister seemed to be caught in a paralysis of his own moking. It goes 
to the credit of Mr Vajpayee that he took control of the situation, if belalediy, ond stori¬ 
ed taking economic decisions. Iwo advisory councils were set up, one on economic offiiirs 
ond another on trade and industry. Prominent industry leaders were mode members of 
these councils. The PMO then pushed through the bill amending the Patents Act, tabled 
the Insurance Regulotory Authority Bill and started work on the draft telecom policy. The 
importance of the Finance Ministry was decreased to a great extent. 


stay within the law so that there is no 
question of disputes? The very fact that 
Rs 30,000 crore is locked up shows the 
incompetence of the department. 

Rather than do some hard thinking 
about these issues, the department came 
up with another opprobrious scheme, 
called Sttmmn. This ridiculous scheme 
wants to reward tax payers, but only 
those who earn more. The poor salary 
earner who honestly files returns for 
years is outside the purview of the 
scheme. Moreover, a person who pays 
high income tax may not necessarily be 
honest, if he was hidbg more than he dis¬ 
closed. Yet, the government now wants to 
honour those who pay the highest 
amount of tax. It remains to be seen what 
more schemes are thought of by the gov¬ 
ernment, now that its quota of tricks 
seems to be running out. Such schemes 
may have been all right if the economy 
was healthy, but should the emphasis 
have been on them when there is eco¬ 
nomic hardship all around? 

Neglect of Infrastructure 

Had the government concentrated 
on economic growth, it might have dis- 
covefed the bottlenecks that have 
plagued die economy for years, slowing 
it down. Telecommunications, roads and 


power are in a state of neglect. Each adds 
to costs and slows down economic 
growth. 

The World Economic Forum, in its 
annual meeting in Davos in Switzerland 
had last year advised the new govern¬ 
ment to "take fast decisions and take 
immediate action to pursue, accelerate 
and deepen much needed economic 
reform, particularly in the area of infra¬ 
structure which is crucial to India's real 
economic take-off". The advice had fallen 
on deaf ears. Infrastructure continues to 
be neglected, slowing down the economy 
considerably. 


In every sector, the government has 
acted like a roadblock. Instead of follow¬ 
ing a long-term policy, it chose to go 
about approvals on a case by case basis, 
delaying projects at whim. Power gener¬ 
ation has fallen almost 20% short of tar¬ 
gets. Private companies were willing to 
set up projects in the country but had to 
back out. Only three plants have since 
been set up. Even Enron faced many set¬ 
backs, showing that the foreign investor 
had to be very brave or desperate indeed 
to invest in our country. 

In telecommunications, the State 
enjoys monopoly through MTNL, VSNL 
and DOT. That is why telephone density 
is an abysmal 1.5 per 100. Private opera¬ 
tors were grudgingly invited in mobile 
telephones sector, "but were given step¬ 
motherly treatment. Operating under 
losses, they do not want to give the 
license money amounting to Rs 3,700 
crore this year. Growth of the Internet has 
been virtually strangled. While seeking 
to keep its control, the government seems 
to have missed the point that if there are 
more telephones and Internet connec¬ 
tions, the economy will grow: it is esti¬ 
mated that for every 1% rise in telephone 
density, GDP is pushed up by 3%. 

Shortcomings in the roads sector 
was highlighted in our March, '99 issue. 
In ports, foe government wants to add 
110 million tonnes of handling capacity 
by 2001-02, but so far there has b^ an 
addition of 0.45 tonnes only In airlines, 
both Air India and Indian Airlines reel 
under losses, but private operators like 
foe.Tatas are kept out by delaying tactics. 
The harm done to foe economy has been 
immense. 

Years of neglect and needless control 
are now showing on foe economy. How- 
evei; wifo most of foe government rev¬ 
enue eaten up in unproductive items like 
salaries and interest, foe Finance Minister 
at his wit's end as to what can be done. 
Indian eocmomists alsofoave few sugges¬ 
tions in this regard, echoing what is fash¬ 
ionable at a particular pmnt in time. At 
present the favourite wMpping boy of foe 
economists is subsidie^m Indira 
Gandhi Institute of Development 
Researdi, Mumbai, edioes foe common 
sflidments repeated in newspnitts foat 
subsidies to foe farm sector should be 
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removed, a cess on fuel be introduced 
and tax base widened. Such advice usual¬ 
ly forgets that agriculture is the backbone 
of the Indian economy. Removing subsi¬ 
dies will only lead to all-round inflation 
and add to fhe hardship of the people. It 
is surprising that economists exhibit such 
a bankruptcy of ideas when the obvious 
thing to do is to cut down on unproduc¬ 
tive expenditure and to remove meaning¬ 
less controls so that people are encour¬ 
aged to invest and start new businesses. 

Fixing the Economy 

How can the economy he fixed? The 
solutions, strangely, can be found in the 
utterances of government functionaries 
themselves. Addressing the Budget Ses¬ 
sion, for example. President K.R. 
Narayanan said that the situation called 
for "tight control over wasteful and low- 
priority expenditure". Such words have 
been spoken before, but action is ever 
taken. Clearly, if government expendi¬ 
ture is not controlled, the country will 
face a fiscal crisis every few years, 
because revenues can simply not keep 
pace with die spending. We have seen 
that some department or the other goes 
for strike every few months and the gov¬ 
ernment gives in to their demands of 
more pay. The gap between government 
revenue and spending is thus increasing 
by the day. In any case, how long can the 
tax-payer support legions of government 
employees who make no contribution to 
the economy? 

The government can patch up the 
budget by schemes like the VDIS or 
Resurgent India Bonds, but the deficit is a 
recurring problem. Such schemes will 
only hide the problem for a short time. 
Borrowing too will help tide over the 
CTisis for a short while only. 

Instead, why not set our house in 
order? The cost of governance has grown 
by 85% during the past five years. The 
idea should be to reduce the bureaucracy, 
but more and more officials are added 
every month. Secretary-level officials in 
die Central government were about 50 in 
the 1970^ but that number has increased 
four-lbld to 200 now. From the 20 min¬ 
istry diat existed earlier, now there are 
50. Hie cost of foreign travel has jumped 
from Rs 50 crore in 1994 to Rs 100 crore in 


1998. This could have been forgiven if it 
added to efficiency. On the contrary, 
eadi Secretary and ministry creates its 
own rules to obstruct the path of eco¬ 
nomic development. Foreign tours are 
nothing but shopping expeditions for 
the officials. 

The wasteful expenditure incurred 
by the government does not stop at that, 
government departments have been cre¬ 
ated which do nothing. For example, 
departments like the Foreign Investment 
Promotion Board (FIPB) and the Plan¬ 
ning Commission have no role to play in 
an open economy. The government has 
also created departments to promote cul¬ 
ture, youth affairs and similar activities, 
which really serve no purpose. In any 
case, the government should not be in 
these in the first place. Similarly, low pri¬ 
ority areas should be vacated for private 
operators. 

More prescriptions for the economy 
are found in the Finance Minister's budg¬ 
et speech for last year. He had said, "The 
acuteness of our infrastructure problems 
is equalled only by our resolve to tackle 
them." Ironically, having identified the 
problem, the government has done noth¬ 
ing about it. During the last year, only 
one project has been announced: the 
Golden Quadrilateral road project. 
Spending on infrastructure has remained 
abysmal and even foreign partners have 
shied away, scared of the swadeshi 
approach which the government wears 
on its sleeves. 

Further economic medicine is also 
found in last year's budget; the Finance 
Minister had wanted to realise Rs 5,000 
crore by disinvesting its holding in 
public sector units. Yet, this was not 
done because giving up control is not 
easy. 

The answer to the riddle of eco¬ 
nomic growth is thus not far to seek. 
Instead of forming committees and 
seeking the advice of economists, all 
that the government has to do is to 
implement sincerely what it has been 
saying. Unfortunately, there lies the 
catch. Though our ministers do like to 
make brave statements, they have nev¬ 
er tried to follow up speeches with 
action. That is why our country faces 
an unending crisis today. ; 

n« ■Af>nLiM«nccoi»ETmoNiMjm 



This year's budget was a great opportu¬ 
nity in the hands of the Finance Minister to 
mend the limping economy. The Economic 
Survey pointM to what course he could take. 
But the budget, as it unfolded, showed that 
YashwantSinha had chosen to follow the "tax 
and spend" philosophy which countless 
finance ministers had followed before. 
Reforms took a backseat. 

In our budget special this month, we 
give the important provisions of the budget 
and give a strong analysis. This is a compre¬ 
hensive feature which combines the Economic 
Survey, the Railway Budget and the Union 
Budget for 1999-2000. 

Economic Survey 1998-99 

The budget presentation every year 
is preceded by the Economic Survey, 
which describe how the economy liM 
done in the past year. This year's survey 
was a gloomy one, given the fact that the 
economy had slowed down considerably. 
Hie third quarter results of the corporate 
sector had showed that profits had 
declined in all but a few sectors. The sur¬ 
vey dius called for fiscal discipline and a 
second round of reforms. 

It said that capital markets had 
remained subdued during die period, 
infrastructure performance had dedined 
and the Cenb'al government finances 
continued to be under stress: dw total 
expenditure was an uncontrolled Rs 
267,927 crore in 1998-99, which was 
expected to increase tolls 309,044 crore 
next year. Ihe primary deficit was Rs 
16,025 crore and the fiscal deficit Rs 
91,025 crore. These were expected to 
increase to Rs 16,955 crore and Rs 10^955 
crore respectively. Government ^>ending 
was out of control leading to die mess in 
government finances. De!^ 8(»ae signs 
d eccmomie recovery, severe fiscal 



of the Economic Survey 


g| Economic growth recovered to 5.8 per cent In 1896-99 against 5.0 per cent in 
1997-98 and 7.8 per cent in 1996-97. 

SI Fdodgrain ou^MJt for 1998-99 expected at 195.3 million tonnes. 

SI Industrial growth during April-Oecember 1998 declined to 3.5 per cent against 
6.7 per cent in corresponding period of 1997. 

0 Infrastructure performance during April-December 1998 declined. 

SI inflation rate peaked at 8.8 per cent on September 26,1998 but declined to 
4.6 per cent by January 30,1999. 

SI Gross domestic savings declined to 23.1 per cent of GDP in 1997-98 from 
24.4 per cent of GDP in 1996-97. 

SI Central government finances during the current year continued to remain 
under stress. 

S! Capital markets remained subdued. Infrastructure performance declined dur¬ 
ing April-December 1998. 

SI Basic goods sector decelerated 1.4% in April-December 1998 from 6.8% in 
the previous period. 

S Current account deficit widened to 1.6% of GDP or $6.5 billion. 



lems remained; among them: die bur-. 
geoning fiscal deficit, revenue deficit, 
unproductive expenditure and unsus¬ 
tainable subsidies. 

The only silver-lining was agricul¬ 
ture and allied sectors, which was expect¬ 
ed to grow at 5.3%, boosting economic 
growth rate to an estimated 5.8% during 
1998-99. Growth in trade, hotels, trans¬ 
port and communications accelerated 
from 5.7% in 1997-98 to 6.8% in 1998-99. 
Growth in manufacturing slipped to 
5.7%. 

On the production front, the Survey 
said diat the overall prospects of the 
foodgrain output for 1^8-99 were quite 
good and was expected to be 195.3 mil¬ 
lion tonnes. Hie index of industrial pro¬ 
duction (IIP) showed that industrial 
growth rate for April-December 1998 was 
only 3.5 per cent down from 6.7 per cent 
for the same period last year. Hie greatest 
deceleration in 1998 was in basic goods, 
from 6.8 per cent growth in April-Decem¬ 
ber 1997 to 1.4 per cent in 19%. The Sur¬ 
vey admitted that the recovery would 
have been firmer but for file E»t Asian 
crisis and its affect on wttfld import 
demand. 

Hre Survey was marred by seve^ 
statistical discrepandes. Figures in difiat- 
ent sections did not tally, and difierent 
figures had been, tnei^ioned for several 
indkafors. THs l^ tb the suspicion that 
the government had eifiia ^beratdy 


tried to paint a better picture than the fig¬ 
ures suggested, or that die statistical col¬ 
lection machineiyr of the government was 
defunct. It was felt that a Survey so weak 
on its own figures could hardly be strong 
on analysis. Earlier too, the Central Sta- 
ti.stical Organisation (CSO) had released 
its advance statistics that GDP growth 
rate would be 5.8?^ compared to 5% 
recorded in the last financial year. This 
was done by changing the base year of 
national accounts from 1980-81 to 1993- 
94. As a result growdi rates in the 1990s 
have been raised to 7.5% on average. This 
seems hard to believe, given the current 
state of the eomomy. Such doctoring the 
figures could hardly hide the real state of 
dw economy. 
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Hie gloomy pic¬ 
ture painted by die 
Economic Survey 
created an oppor¬ 
tunity for the 
Finance Minister to 
make a clean break 
with the past. For one 
moment, he did indeed talk of a future 
stretching out to 500 years. But when the 
budget came on February 27,1999, it was 
evident that Mr Yashwant Sinha could 
see only the present. He was unable to 
shed past thinking. He revealed an aver¬ 
age budget whidh imposed surcharges 
and slapped a flat cess on all imports. It 
was an uninspiring budget and a decided 
setback to the reforms process; leaving 
the economy more protected than it was 
before. It appeared ^at despite file talk of 
reforms, successive finance ministers 
were simply unable to shed their sodai- 
ist, Nehruvian thinking of the past. The 
two main suggestions of the Economic 
Survey—fiscal discipline and a second 
round of reforms—were quietly ignored. 

The budget did break wifii one tra¬ 
dition, though. For the first time, it broke 
with the long-standing British traditiem 
of being presented at 5 p.m. The last 
budget of the 1990s was the first to be 
presented at II a.m. In 1924 the then 
Finance Minister Sir Basil Blackett has 
brought the budget presentation on the 
evening of the last day of February. Earli-' 
er, it was presented on file momii^ of 
March 1st. This was done, according to 
Sir Blackett, so that the commercial com¬ 
munity to study the budget announce¬ 
ments overnight instead of in the middle 
of a busy day. It is believed, however, fiiat 
this was done to suit the amvenience of 
England, where it would be time for 
opening of the markets. 

It was widely felt that the budget 
proposals lacked vi^on. Mr Snha suc¬ 
ceeded in administering a pain kilter, 
leaving the disease untreated. This was 
because the root cause of fiscal distress- 
wasteful govemmprn eiqjoiditure—was 
left untoudied. The fmiden of paying for 
the runaway expendituie fell on fiie com¬ 
mon maiv fiiroug^ a 10% surcharge on 
income taxes md import duties, a Re 1 
cess cm diesel and increase in ptkes of 
po^ artictes. 





The total expenditure in 1998-99 
went up by a whopping Rs 50,000 oote 
over last year, as a result of which the fis¬ 
cal deficit is 6.5% of GDP against the tar¬ 
get of 5.6%. The fiscal deficit target has 
been kept at 6% for next yeai; though a 
change in budget accounting have helped 
the government to show the deficit as an 
impressive 4.4%. 

Sinha's greatest achievement in car¬ 
rying forward the economic reforms has 
been simplification of excise and customs 
duties. The number of excise duties have 
been reduced from the present 11 to 3, 
with a mean rate of 16%. To ensure that 
there is no major shortfall in tax collec¬ 
tions, he has put a surcharge to keep 
excise tariffs on certain goods like auto¬ 
mobiles at the existing rate of 40%. The 
mean rate of 16%, explained Sinha, was 
the same advised by l^utilya as shadbha- 
gfl, which means a sixth or 16%. 

As part of the package to boost hous¬ 
ing, the budget proposi^ that interest 
paid on loans for self-occupied property 
be exempt from tax up to a ceiling of Rs 
75,000, the current ceiling being Rs 
30,000. Housing finaiKe companies also 
stand to gain; they will be taxed on fiteir 
actual income, not the amount that 
accrue to them as is the current practice. 
Companies purchasing houses for their 
employees be entitled to a depreda¬ 
tion rate of 40%, up from 20%. 

Trite to die expectation that the 
Fiiumoe Minister would introduce at least 


one meaningless scheme in the budget, 
this time a gold deposit scheme has b^ 
introduced, which is as ill conceived as 
the Kar \fivad Samadhan Scheme intro¬ 
duced last year. Under the scheme, a per¬ 
son can take his gold to a bank and obtain 
a nominal interest-bearing bond. In this 
way his holding can earn interest which 
otherwise is a dead investment. Jewellery 
has been exempted fiom this sdteme, so 
only people holding, gold biscuits can 
avail of it. It is well-known that black 
money is stashed away in the form of 
gold, but those who possess such ill- 
gotten wealth will have little reason to 
come forward because of the fear of the 


income tax department as well as the 
Intelligence Bureau. If the scheme does 
well, gold imports would be reduced and 
there would be a saving of foreign 
exchange. But so flawed is the scheme 
that it is unlikely to do well. 

Among the other important propos¬ 
als in the budget were: 

Defence; The defence 
budget was modestly 
hiked by Rs 4,494 crore 
to Rs 45,694 crore for 1^-2000, repre¬ 
senting a 11% increase over last year, 
with an assurance by the Finance Minis¬ 
ter that further "nerf-based" budgetary 
support would be provided during the 
course of the year. 

■ Information technology 
secton'Wide-ranging con¬ 
cessions were granted to 
the information technolo¬ 
gy sector. Basic customs duty on all com¬ 
puter parts other than Printed Computer 
Boards (PCBs) was reduced from 10 to 
5%. The duty on CD-ROMs was reduced 
from 15 to 10%. Computer software 
would be exempt from the purview of 
service tax. Any expenditure incurred for 
fixing the Y2K problem in 1999-2000 
would be treated as revenue expenditure. 
Optical fibres and certain electronic 
goods would be cheaper followir^ a cut 
in excise duty. 

Jll ^ jL Rural secton Ignored for 
^ agricultural sector 
^1^ received some attenticm from 
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the {^nanoe Minister. A national piove- 
ment for watershed development with 
the active involvement of gram panchay- 
ats, local groups and NGOs would be 
laundied during the year. A watershed 
development h;^ with matching Cen¬ 
tral assistance would be set up with 
NABARD to cover 100 priority ^tricts 
during die next three years. Allocation 
for the Rural Infrastructiue Developmoit 
Fund (RStf) was raised by Rs 500 crote 
to Ra 3,500 crote. A one-time subsidy and 
lecuning assistance wotddlie provided 




to formers who engage in waterdied pro¬ 
grammes. 

Kisan credit cards would be extend¬ 
ed to 20 lakh formers, up from 6 lakh 
famwrs. A provision of Rs 168 acre for 
recapitalisatkm of regional rural banks 
was made. To increase productive 
employment, die government asked 
NABARD and ^B1 to cover 50,000 self- 
he^ grmips in setting up micro enter- 
priM dining the year. A credit-linked 
capital subsidy scrane for constructkm 
of cold stma^ and godowns for an 

ifT VAfmiWtTNGCOIlKTITICmW^ 


additional stor^ capactfy of 12 Mch, 
tonnes was armounced Ine year 1999- 
2000 was declared as tiw'yeHr (to gnim 
ssNui" and Rs 50 crote Ruu^ for dev^ 
oping wasteland and degraded land for 
tte use of people bdrmg^ to dw back¬ 
ward classes under die supervision of 
gram panchayats. A nation^ programme 
for rural industrialisation was prc^xised. 

Downsizing government: Recognis¬ 
ing the need to control government 
expenditure, die Finance Minister elimi¬ 
nated four secretarial posts. Mr Sinha 
also proposed to constitute an expendi¬ 
ture finance commission for reducing the 
government's administrative structure. 
While the intentions were noble, it 
remained to be seen whether die minister 
would actually succeed in diis. 

Eduatioic The budgetary allcxmfoa 
for education has been hiked to Rs 
7,936.74 crore, an mcrease of Rs 1J540 
crore over the last year's figure of Rs 
6,936.82 crore. 

Science: The science outlay was 
enhanced by 20% to Rs 10,240 crore. The 
space depa^ent has been allocated Rs 
1755 crore, atomic energy Rs 1537 crore 
and defence research Rs 2785 crore. The 
budget makes provisions for a second 
launch pad at Sriharikota and a hi^ 
power satellite for Direct-to-Home (DTH) 
broadcast during the Ninth Plan Three 
new schemes have been announced: a Rs 
20 crore corpus fund to set up a national 
foundation for helping small innovators, 
a technology mission on vaccines, and 
setting up a national bioiesources board. 

Fiscal deficit The fiscal deficit for 
1999-2000 wiU be Rs 89,713 crore. The 
total expenditure is estimated to be Rs 
^84,0(D crore and net revenue receipts Rs 
1,73,205 crore. After taking into account 
Rs 10,000 crore form di^vestment of 
equity in public sector undertakings, dw 
fiscal d^cit of Rs 89,713 crore is left, 
which is very hi^ 

Non-Plan expensM: Heavy outgoes 
interest, rnountirtg subsidies arid defence 
expenditineis Rs 1,43,904 ctore^ vdtidhis 
113 higher titan :tiie''r8vfeed[ eiqwiidi- 
ture (rf Rs 149,324 croR in the attrait 
finmid^ yenr, The Inteiefe burden is Rs 
88,OOO crore and ti^e stibdciies bill (food, 
fertilise^ efqtat promotion) is Rs 22440 
crore. 
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It was widely felt diat though the 
budget had many positive aspects, it did 
not address the root causes of economic 
distTes.s. Taxation could not take die place 
of economic reforms. In that sease, the 
budget left much to be desired. It was a 
housekeeping exercise in which Sinha 
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had tried to gamer resources to get over 
the crisis but it seemed unlikely that it 
would give a boost to industrial activity 
in the country. 

There was tokenism where strong 
measures were needed. For instance, the 
size of the govenunent has increased 
manifold over die years. But all that Mr 
Sinha could think of was sacrificing four 
secretary-level posts. Downsizing the 
government is the greatest need of the 
day and it has to be done seriously rather 
thffli reduce a few secretaries. There is no 
sign that such an exercise is in the offing. 
It has to be done on a war footing wiffi 
the government wididrawing from many 
activities in order to make itself more effi- 
doit. Tinkering here and th»e wOl not 
help. The implementation of even this 
small measure is doubtful, given the 
strong lobby of bureaucrats. 

Ihe disinvestment target this year is 
Rs 10,000 aote, but given the poor-per¬ 
formance last year when the target of 
Rs 5,000 oore was not meL it remains to 
be seen whether the govemmoit is seri¬ 
ous diis time. 


Some proposals did not appear to 
have been analysed carefully. The income 
from irn and other mutual funds has 
been exonpted from tax and Mr Snha 
hopes that die small inveatw; ijri||^now 
flood diese funds with hik;ito»i^,«This 
would liable an individual to have a tax- 
free income while it rewards dfe incom¬ 
petent fund manager. The im, for 
instance, has been badly managed, which 
resulted in a crisis last year. Such a provi¬ 
sion might lead to a situaticm where a 
manipulator can corner die mutual funds 
leaving millions of investors in die lurch. 
In any c^ this is an artifldal way to 
boost die diare markets, ft would have 
been much better if the root cause- 
industrial and exports slump-had been 
addressed. 

The proposals for the rural sector are 
better-conceived. This sector has been 
neglected for long, which was symbol¬ 
ised by suiddes of farmers last year. The 
credit cards and other benefits might give 
some sense of security in the sector. 

In the ultimate analysis, die budget 
neither impited nor depressed. Experts 
gave it 5 marks out of 10, meaning that 
Sinha had passed, though not with flying 
colours. The biggest casualty has been 
the reforms process: customs duty 
dianges are expected to yield over 3% 
revenue which leaves domestic mdustiy 
mcne protected. Sinha has gone ag^t 
the wiMom of his own Economic S^ey 
but may have done greater harm to 
industry because it can twver compete 
intemationaily if it remains protected. 
Finandal sector reforms, debureaucrati- 
sation, removal of small-scale reserva- 
tiort, easing export restricttons on agricul¬ 
tural pr^ucts and infrastructural 
reforms are the need of the hour. Privati¬ 
sation of pension funds and insurance 
would mate available loi^-term ddit for 
infrastructure. These have been ignored. 

Last yeai^ Mr Sinha had let go of the 
opportunity provided by nuclear tests to 
endiaiic on teld r^orins. This year ffie 
crisis situatiim had given him a golden 
chance to do the same. He has once again 
wasted tte opportunity. Fw theeoommiy 
to be opeited to become as oompeffih^ to 
die rest of die wwld, die cois^ to 
wail for a Fiiumoe banister widt.visifHi, 
notametepoliiiekBL 


ns ■APm.iBaaaiMEcaupETniQMiMsmi 






TIm C omp et i tion Matter's 

MOCK-IAS (PREUMINARV) E»^1999 


This test is Ideal for candidates who an pnparing for the CMI 
Services (PrelMrmy) Exam this year or In foe coning years. It helps 
you assess your pnfmatlon and Is also useful for revision. 

Do fols test In test conditions fy sticking to foe time. It is to be 
done In one sitting without taking at^ breaks. Mark your answers in 
foe answer-sheet and keep It with you. Look for answers In foe May 
‘99 Issue of ha CownrinoN kUsna to arrive at your scon. For 
questions you do not know, check In nfennce books which will furfoer 
h^p you in preparations. Students who wish to appear In the coming 
years should pnserve this Issue canfulty So that foey know foe pattern 
of the paper. 

BestofluckI 

1. The States involved in the Cauvery water dispute are: 

(a) Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh and Kerala 
{b) Keraia, Pondicherry, Tamil Nadu and Madhya Pradesh 
(dl Tamfl Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and Maharashtra 

(d) Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and Kerala 

2. John Qlenn, the first American astronaut to orbit the earth 
who became the oldest man in space recently, first orbited the earth 
m the year: 

(a) 1952 (b) 1959 (C) 1962 (d) 1969 

3. Who among the following had the nickname, “Parrot of India”? 

(a) MIrza Ghalib (b) Amir Khusrau 

(c) Tulsidas (cO None of the above 

4. Given below are two statements, one labelled as Assertion(A) 
and the other labelled as Reason (R); 

Assertion (AJ: The vegetation of a region is a true index of its 
dimate. 

Reason (R);The plants are the natural meteorological instniments. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of the 
following Is correct? 

(a) Both A and Rare true and R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is NOT a correct explanation 
of A 

A is true but R is false 
( 0 ) A Is false but R is true 

5. Match List I with List II and select die correct answer by 
using the codes given below the lists: 

Ustl Ustll 


(mountaMsAratieys/passesJ 

A. Zaskar Ran^ 

B. Kanfpa Valley 

C. ChumbI WJley 

D. Bhorghat Pass 


CodM: 


Ustll 

Related &ates/roads 

1. Himachal Pradesh 

2. Maharashtra 

3. Kashmir 

4. Sikkim 

5. Hindustan-Tibet Road 


7. The epithet of “the liberator of the kMflan Press" was given to: 

(a) Lord Metcalfe *\lfj Lord Ripon 

(dl Sir Surendranath Bannerjee 4b) Lala Lajpat Rat 

8. Smog is a common pollutant in places having excessive 
amount in the air of: 

(a) Sulphur dioxide (b) Ammonia 

{dt Nitrogen (d) Oxygen 

9. “Portfolio management* means an effort to: 

(a) minimize tax liability a 

(b) maximise yield with safety of flmncial investments 

(c) Raise loans in accordance with needs of the borrowing company 
Raising loans at least possible interest cost 

10. If the price of a teleirislotLset is it^ased by 25%, by what 

percentage should the new pncaiM redugp to bang the price back 
to the original level? * 

(a) 15% (b) 25% (c) 20% (dj 30% 

11. Through which one of the foliowing opuntnes does the equator 
not pass? 

(a) Tanzania (b) Kenya (e) Zaire (d) Uganda 

12. The UN Secreta^-Generat has signed a treaty to sot up the 
first pennanent International court to try war crimes. Where is this 
International Criminal Court set tip? 

(a) Rome (b) The Hague (dj Geneva (d) Washington 

13. Four mountain ranges labelled as 1,2,3 and 4 are shown in 
the following map. Match the labels with the names of the ranges: 

(a) Satm^a Hills fj^ Mailkala Range 

(dj Balaghat Range A|anta Range 


K 


Select the correct answer from the osdes given below. 
A B C D 


8. The body in the country that approves the five-year 

plans is ihe: /* 

fa) ParHamant (tl Plaidiing Commission 

(4 Nation^ Deveioimient Council (dj Finance Commission 
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The ratio of the area of the trapezium PQCB to the triangie APQ 
is; 

(a) 1 (b) 2 (c) 3 id) 4 

15. A barometer reads 75 cm of mercury on the ground floor of 
an office building of height 100 m. At the top of the building, the 
barometer will read; 

(a) greater than 75 cm (b) 75 cm 
(c) less than 75 cm 

(cO greater or less than 75 cm depending on the typo of 
barometer 

16. What is the correct sequence of the following in the context 
of the age of the earth since its origin? 

1. Cenzoic 2. Mesozoic 

3. Paleozoic 4. Protozoic 

Codes: 

(a) 4, 3, 1, 2 (b) 3, 4. 2. 1 

(c) 3. 4.1,2 (d) 4. 3, 2,1 

17. Consider the following statements; In the New Economic 
Policy, the emphasis is on; 

1. Liberalisation 

2. Globalisation 

3. Disinvestment 

4. Liberal rate of interest 
Of these statements, 

(a) 1 and 2 are correct (b) 2 and 3 are correct 

(c) 1,2 and 3 are correct {d) 1, 3 and 4 are correct 


-I w ^ •! W MllVt MIW WWI I WWk 

18. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer by using 
the codes given below the lists. 


Codes: 


List! 

A. Arid Soil 

B. Saline Soil 

C. Peaty Soil 

D. Red Soil 


List II 

1. Punjab 

2. Rajasthan 

3. * Mysore 

4. Kerala 


(a) Article 215 (1) (b) Article 216 (1) 

(c) Article 217 (1) (d) Article 222 (1) 

23. The four Govemor^Generals 

1. Cornwallis 2 . Oalhouste 

3. Warren Hastings 4. Wellesley 

ruled India at one time or another. 

The correct chronological order of their reign In India Is; 

(a) 1, 3, 2, 4 (b) 1, 3, 4, 2 (c) 3, 1, 4, 2 {d\ 3,1, 2, 4 

24. Scientists given in List i have been awarded ^obel Prize: 
twice. Match their names with the areas given in list II in which thej 
have received two Nobel Prizes and select the correct answer usin^ 
the codes given below the lists: 


List I 

A. Madame Curie 

B. Linus Pauling 

C. John Bardeen 

D. Fredrich Sanger 
Codes: 


List II 

1. Physics/Physics 

2. Physics/Chemistry 

3. Chemistry/Chemistry 

4. Chemistry/Peace 


25. Consider the figures given below: 


11 cj 


In the given sequence, the figure that w/ould logically appear a 
serial no. 5 is' 

a b c d 


U [ ] ][ 


19. Which one of the following is an item included in the list of 
fundamental duties of an Indian citizen in the Constitution? 

(a) To practice secularism 

(b) To develop scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of 
enquiry and reform 

(c) To pay all taxes to government regularly and correctly 
(cO Not to assault public servants while they are on duty 

20. What is the correct chronological sequence of the following 
events? 

1. The Khilafat movement 

2. The Non-cooperation movement 

3. The Civil Disobedience movement 

4. The Bardoii Satyagraha 
The correct answer is; 

(a) f. 2, 3, 4 (b) 2,4,1,3 

(c) 4, 1, 2, 3 . (0) 3, 4, 2.1 

21. Hurricane Mitch, which destroyed many homes and displaced 
thousands of people In October, 1998, affected the following countries: 

(a) Mexico, Honduras, Nicaragua and Brazil 

(b) Mexico, Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala 

(c) Brazil, Honduras, Nicaragua, El Salvador 

(d) Honduras, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala 

22. Under which Article of the Constitution does the Pre^dent 
appoint judges to the High Court after consultaMon with the Chief 
Justice of India? 


26. Given below are two statements, one labelled as Assertior 
(A) and the other as Reason (R); 

Assertion (A): Graphite is used as lubricant. 

Reason (R): Graphite is soft and a good conductor. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of the 
following is correct? 

(a) both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation ol 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanatior 
of A 

(c) A is true but R Is false {d) A is false but R is true 

27. Who among the following is ttte winner of the 1998 Bookei 
Prize? 

(a) Salman Rushdie (b) Arundhatl Roy 

(dl Ian McEwan (d) Magnus Mills 

28. Which of the following States does not have a common 
border vnth any Union Territory? 

(a) Andhra Pradesh (b) Gujarat 

(df Karnataka (dj Kerala 

29. The term “Hindu rate of growth" was coined by vimich of the 

following? <• 

(a) K.N. Raj (b) N. Chakravorty 

{4 S. Chatteijee (d) P.N. Bhagwati 

30. Where was the UN Climate Conference held In November, 
1998? 

(a) Rk) de Janeiro (b) Durban 

(t^NewYbrk (d) Buenoe Aires 

31. Only two cricketers have so far managed to take IQivIckets 
. in an innings. India's Anil Rumble was the second such peraon, Who 
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vas ttie first? 

(a) Hanumant Singh {b) Shane Warne 

{dj Jim Laker (d) B.S. BecU 

32. *An actor<turned politician, he has been a member of 
Parliament fhrice and works for the promotion of social harmony”. 
Vho is the person being referred to? 

(a) Amitabh Bachchan (b) Raj Babbar 

{di Dev Anand (dj Sunil Dutt 

33. Scientists in the US have said that 1997 was the hottest 
'ear—by how much have average global temperatures increased over 
1990 in 1997? 

(a) rc (b) 1.5“C (c) 2-0 (cO 0.083‘’C 

34. In the series ACF, GIL, MOR,... which of the following should 
;ome in the blank? 


(a) RUX (b) RTW (c) SVY (dj SUX 

35. Equinox means: 

(a) equal days and nights all over the earth 

(b) equal distance from the poles 

(c) equal barometric pressure at different places 
(dj equal temperature all over the region 

36. Which of the following is not a work of Charles Dickens? 

(a) David Copperfield (b) Oliver Twist 

(dj The Old Curiosity Shop (dj Treasure Island 

37. Which of the following has been incorrectly matched? 

(a) War and Peace Leo Tolstoy 

(b) Hamlet Shakespeare 

(c) Paradise Lost Milton. • 

(dj Arms and the Man Galsworthy 

38. Which of the following is not correct? 

(a) The 1851 Revolt started from Meerut 

(b) The Quit India movement started in 1942 

(c) The first partition of Bengal was done when Curzon was 
the Governor-General of India 

(c^ The control of India was assumed by the British Queen in 
1858 


39. Which of the following countries has not agreed to switch to 
he Euro? 

(a) France (b) Ireland 

(dj Britain (dj Greece 

40. The Basel Convention signed in 1989, is for which of the 
ollowing? 

(a) Reducing economic inequalities in the world 

(b) Banning the trade of toxic wastes 

(c) Reducing Global Warming 

(dj Reducing nuclear arms stockpiles 

41. An examination was held in 3 subjects: Physics, Chemistry 
ind Mathematles. If 25% candidates failed in Physics, 30% failed in 
Chemistry, and 20% failed in Maths, then the percentage of candidates 
lassing the examination in all the 3 subjects must be between: 

(a) 25 and 70 (b) 30 and 60 

(<9 40 and 70 (dj SO and 80 

42. Match List I with Ust II and select the correct answer by 
islng the codes given below the lists: 


Ust I Ust II 

A. Gandhi Sagar Dam 1. Ra/I 

B. Nagarjuna Dam 2. Tapti 

C. Thein Dam 3. Chambal 

Q Kakrapaia Dam 4. Krishna 

:odaa: 


A B C 0 

(a) 3 4 12 

(b) 3 1 2 4 

(c) 2 4 3 1 

(<4 4 3 12 


43. The average marks In a subject of 5 students was found to 
be Later it was discovered that in the case of one student the 
marks 48 were misread as 84. The correct average is: 

(a) 40.2 (b) 40.8 (c) 42.8 (dj 48.2 

44. "Gandhara” school of art developed during the time of: 

(a) Sakas (b) Sungas (dj Kushans (dj Mauryas 

45. Which of the following directive principles of State policy has 
not been implemented so far? 

(a) separation of judiciary from the executive 

(b) promotion of internal peace and security 

(dj uniform civil code for citizens 

(dj organisation of village panchayats 

46. Consider the map given below* 



The shaded areas represent: 

(a) Ethiopia and Somalia (b) Ethiopia and Kenya 

(c) Kenya and Somalia (dj Uganda and Sudan 

47. Given below are two statements, one labelled as Assertion 
(A) and the other as Reason (R). 

Assertion (A):Tt\e system of separate electorate was introduced 
in India by the British. 

Reason (R): The Act of 1919 provided for it. 

In the Gontffid of the abo\ e two statements, which of the following 
is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of 
A 

(b) Both A and R are true, but R is not a correct explanation 
of A 

(dj A is true, but R Is false 
(dj A is false, but R is true. 

48. Paramjit Singh, who has broken the record of Milkha Singh, 
has done so in the following event: 

(a) 100 m (b) 400 m (c) 4 x 400 m (d) 800 m 

49. The basic characteristic of oligopoly is; 

(a) few sellers, one buyer 

(b) few selfers, many buyers 
(dj few sellers, few buyers 
(eO many sellers, few buyers 

50. The area of the largest triangle that can be inscribed in a 
semicircle whose radius is r cm, is; 

(a) 2r cm* (b) f cm* (cj 2r* cm* (d) r/2 cm* 

51. A man has a plot of land In the centre of which he wants to 
construct a circular pool surrounded by a path 10 ft wide as shown in 
the diagram below. If the diameter of the pool is 20 ft, what is the area 
of the whole plot of land? 
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(fi) 900ffsqft ' (6) 900 sq ft 

(c) 1200 sq ft (d) 1600 sq ft 

' 52. Given below i»1h4 sales data of lour companies; 

1995-96 S, 1996-97 

A. 8.69 

B. 5.75 7.61 

C. 4.43 4.63 

D. 3.90 ' , j1,58 

(figures in Rs crdre) 

Based on the abovaitata we can say that the highest growth in 
sales was achieved by nOMch company? 

(a) A (b) C (ef) D 

53. John Hume Wmble, who shared the 1998 Nobel 

Peace Prize, are known for their efforts to bring about peace in; 

(a) Northern Iretend (b) East Timor 

(c) Bosnia , .. (d) South Afrk» 

54. A, B, C and 0 are four different people. A is B’s daughter. 
6 is C’s son. C is O’s father. 

Based on the above information, which of the following must be 
true? 

(a) C is A's undtf"^ > 

(b) B and D are brothers 

(c) A is O’s daughter 

(dj If E is B’s daughter, then A and E are sisters 

55. India is a memher of; 

(a) NAM and A^AN 

(b) NAM and SAARC 

(dj NAM and OEEC * 

(cO OPEC and WRC 

56. Water is not eMive in nctinguishing a fire caused by petrol 
because; 

(a) The flame is too hot for water to cool it down 

(b) Water andfiftroj react with each other 

(c) Water turns fito steam instantaneously 

(cO Water and psini are immiscible with each other 

57. The committee ehquiriRg into the killing of the Australian 
missionary in Orissa, is fteadetf 

(a) Justice Wadfvwa 

(b) Justice Mishm 
{(^ Justice Mah^ 

(4 Justice Pui^ 

56. A nationalist tWMr wMie, ‘The individual must die so that 
the nation may live. Today; I must die so that India may win freedom 
and glory." 

Who wrote this? 

(a) Mahatma Gandhi 

(b) Jatin Dass 

(c) S.C. Bose *“ , 

(cO Jawaharlal hlibrw 

59. The term 'papir gold* ti'associated ^th; 

(a) deficit financing 

(b) special facility of World Bank 

(c) special drawing rights of IMF 
(cO currencies id gold stindard 

60. The Panama Canal links: 

(a) Atlantic and Ihdian Ocean 

(b) Atlantic an<y|acific (3!pean 

(c) Indian Oceaifand M dl ho rtanean Sea 

(c) MediterranejM Sea and Red Sea 

61 Consider the following map. The places marked in it show; 

(a) world production df computers 

(b) democratidimjaifies 
(e) desert areiS 

[dl world produeUMi of coal 



62. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using 
the code below: 

UstI List II 

A. It’s Always Possible 1. ShobhaDe 

a Surviving Men 2. Narasimha Rao 

C. Amsterdam 3. KiranBedi 

0. The Insider 4. Ian McEwan 

Codes: 

A B C D . 

(a) 1 2 3 4 

(b) 2 3 4 1 

(c) 3 1 4 2 

(df 2 3 t A 

63. In the 17th century Mughal empire, the biggest port was 

which of the following? 


(a) A 

(b) B 

(c) C 

(d) D 




64. In a market survw, it was found that three goods, A, B and 
C were consumed by the following number of persons: 



c 


The ratio of the people who consumed any 2 goods to those who 
consumed only one good, is: 

(a) 16^9 (b) 14/28 ((^ 20/39 (d) 14/26 

65. The Integrated Rural Development Programme (IROP) was 

started in which year? « 

(a) 1978-79 (b) 1979-80 

(c) 1980-81 (cO 1981-82 

66. The silver coins issued by the Guptas were called: 

(a) Rupaka (b) Kaush^Mina 

(4 Dinara ■ (q Pana 

67. KArtch Ust.l with List tt and select the correct answer by 
using tfte codes given below the Ms; 


tt B APra. tm B 'nCCOMPEItnONIMSIER 


Usi I List // 


A. Mahesh Bhupathi 

1. 

Tennis 

B. B. Bhutia 

2. 

Football 

C. Neelam Laxrrti 

3. 

Weightlifting 

D. Sangeeta Ranipuri 

Codes: 

4. 

Swimming 

■ A B 

C 

D 

(a) 4 3 

2 

1 

(b) 1 2 

3 

4 

(c) 1 2 

4 

3 

(c9 2 1 

3 

4 


68. the economist who was instrumental in developing the 
Human Development Report of the UNDP was: 


(a) Subhash Ghosal fb) Amartya Sen 

(c) MahbulHil-Haq (d) Lester Thurow 

69. In the World Bank report for 1998, India’s position among 
the countries who received the maximum ioans, was: 

(a) first (6) second (c) third (d) fourth 

70. Paiiava Kings are remembered as the makers of rock-cut 
tempies at: 

(a) Mahabalipuram (b) Rameshwaram 

(c) Khajuraho (d) Thanjavur 

71. Democracy in India rests on the fact that: 

(a) The Constitution is written 

(b) There are fundamentai rights 

(c) Peopie have the right to choose the government 
(c^ There are directive principles of State policy 

72. Given below are two statements ond’ labelled as Assertion 
(A) and the other as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A) .’The emergence of economic globalism does not 
imply the decline of socialist ideology. 

Reason (R) ;The ideology of socialism believes in universalism 
and globalism. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of the 
following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of 
A 

(b) Both A and R are tme but R is not the correct ocplanation 
of A 

((^ A is true but R is false 
{dj A is false but R is true 

73. An extremely narrow stretch of land joining two large land 
areas is known as: 

(a) Peninsula (b) strait (c) bay (d) isthmus 

74. The Provisional government of independent India (Azad Hind) 
was formed at: 

(a) Singapore (b) Tokyo 

((^ Kuala Lumpur (cQ Jakarta 

75. The Dasyus mentioned in the Vedic literature were: 

(a) lowly placed people in society 

(b) traders, craftsmen and farmers 

(c) rulers and warriors 

, (d) original inhabitants of India before the coming of Aryans 

76. A major shift in the Ninth Five Year PImi from its preceding 
one is: 

(a) people's involvement in the development process 

(b) major investment in agriculture 

(c) public investment in infrastructure 

(d) investment to prevent industriat Admass 

77. Relieve first in.yourself and then In God.'These words have 
beenspol^by: 

(d Mahatma Garirffii (b) Subha^ <^iandra Bose 
-ii; (<9 SanmlVivitwtatKla (4 Raja Ram Mohvi Roy 

78. OB refineries are iooated in alt of the foVowtoig States, except: 


(a) AnrStra Pradesh (b) Kerala 

((9 Madhya Pradesh (d| TamM Nadu 

79. In the 30th Internationat Film Festival held at Hyderabad, 
the Lifetime Adiievement Award was given to: 

(a) Steven Speilberg (b) Bernardo Bertolucci 

(d Shekhar Kapoor (d) James Cameron 

80. Which of the following statements Is true about the United 
Nations trade embargo imposed on Iraq in 1990? 

A. The embargo was lifted in 1995. 

B. UN has been demanding that Iraq destroy chemical weapons. 

C. Reports of intelligence agencies say that Iraq stiN has a 
variety of chemical weapons. 

(a) only (A) is tme (b) only (B) is tme 

(c) only (C) is tme (d) only (B) and (C) is tme 

81. As per FIFA rankings of 19M, which of the following football 
teams is at the top in the world? 

(a) Germany (b) France (c) Argentina (d) Brazil 

82. Which of the following is not true about “Param-10000” 
developed by India recently? 

(a) It is a Super Computer 

(b) It is Asia’s second largest Super Computer 

(c) It can perform 50 billion calcuiations per minute 
(0) It was developed by C-DAC, Pune 

83. The number of students in each section of a primary school 
is 28. After admitting some new students, four new sections were 
created. Now the total number of sections is 20 and there are 24 
students in each section. How many new students were admitted? 

(a) 28 (b) 30 (c) 26 (d) 32 

84. Some pe^le in Manipur live in houses built on floating islands 
of weeds and decaying vegetation held together by suspended silt. 
These islands are called: 

(a) Tipis (b) Barkhans 

(c) Phoomdis (i^ Izba 

85. The ‘Boston Tea Party” took place in: 

(a) 1776 (b) 1774 

(c) 1773 (d) 1770 

86. Which one of the following combinations of aperture and 
shutter speed of a camera will allow maximum exposure? 

(a) f-22, 1/60 (b) f-16, 1/125 

(c) f-8. 1/250 (d) f-5.6, 1/1000 

87. Which one of the following Venn diagram correctly illustrates 
the relationship between the classes: uncles, aunts, relatives? 



88. Two packs of cards are mixed and shuffled. Two cards are 
drawn at random. What is the probability that both are aces? 

(a) 1/13 (b) 2/13 

(c) 7/1339 (cO 1/169 

89. A person travels 120 km at an average speed bf .60 km/hr 
and returns to the starting point at an average speedof 40 km/hr. His 
average speed for the entire trip is: 

(a) 53 km/hr (b) 50 km/hr 

(c) 48 fan/hr (4 45 lon/hr 

90. Match the following lists and choose the answer from the 
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code which follows: 


LIstt 



List II 

(a) Bajra 



1. Rust 

(b) Wheat 



2. Wilt 

(c) Groundnut 



3.Tikka 

{dj Banana 



4. Ergot 

A B 

C 

D 


(a) 4 1 

3 

2 


(b) 4 3 

2 

1 


(c) 2 3 

1 

4 


{dj 1 2 

4 

3 



91. Consider the map given below; 



The predominant languages spoken in the areas marked A, B, C 
and 0 are respectively; 

(a) Brajbhasha, Bhojpuri, Maithili and Awadhi 

(b) Brajbhasha, Awadhi, Bhojpuri and Maithili 

(c) Awadhi, Maithili, Bhojpuri and Brajbhasha 

(c4 Maithili, Bhojpuri, Brajbhasha and Awadhi 

92. What is the distance covered by the seconds hand of a clock 
with radius 21 cm in 20 seconds? 

(a) 22 cm (b) 44 cm {(Sf 21 cm (di 42 cm 

93. The following table gives the value of deals conducted by 
merchant banks for a country in 1994; 


Merchant Bank 

Value of deals 

No. of deals 

AB 

46,000 

31 

CD 

40,000 

42 

EF 

36,000 

18 

GH 

26,000 

26 

If ranking has to be done of the bankers with the highest value 


per deal, then which banker gets the first rank? 

(a) AB (b) CD (c) EF (d) GH 
94. In the figure given below, AD is the bisector of angle A. 


A 



B a c 


Which of the following is true? 

(a) Angle A6D « 90°-e 

{b) ABxDC = ACxBD 

(c) Area of aaBC = 2 area of MBO 

(c) None of these 

95. Which of the following soils is very hard to cultivate? 

(a) Red (b) Alluvial (4 Black (d) Sandy 

8$. The recent devaluation of the rupee can Increase exports 
only 9 ttieir deiriand Is: 

' ^ perfectly inelastic (b) unitary eiaetie 


inelastic (d) elastic 

97. As in the arms and legs, blood flows against gravity and is 
prevented from flowing back by; 

(a) movements in surrounding muscles 

(b) Valves 

(c) The extremely low presssure of venous blood 

(df The narrowing down of lumina of veins by the contraction 
of the muscle layer 
96. Consider the map given below; 


The dots in the map show; 

(a) hydel power stations (b) cotton textile centres 

(c) metropolitan cities 

(c^ locations of sugar industry 

99. A boy aged 11 years has been compelled to work in a factory. 
Which fundamental right is violated in this case? 

(a) Right to equality 

(b) Right against exploitation 

(c) Right to freedom 

(c^ Right of self-^pression 

1Q0. One major river is known by three different names in three 
countries. Which one of the following names does not relate to that 
river? 

(a) Tsanpo (b) Brahmaputra 

(c) Jamuna (d) Meghna 

101. Climate is an important physical element because: 

(a) it indicates the atmospheric conditions of heat, moisture 
and air circulation 

(b) it plays a dominant role in shaping vegetation and soils. 

(c) it determines the mode of human life all over the earth’s 
surface 

{dj it affects all forms of life 

102. Determine the value of x in the figure below: 




(a) 25° (b) 40° (c) 20° (eO 10° 

103. Fat begins to form in the human body when: 

(a) glucose becomes excessive 

(b) glucose combines with glycerol 

(c) Uood sugar level is constant * 

(d} liver and muscles cannot store any more glycogen 

104. Who was the Chief Guest at the Republic Day Celebrations 
in 1999? 

(a) Prinra Minister of Bangladesh 

(b) King of Nepal 

(c) Presidenl of South Africa 
{dj President of Myanmar 
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106. Who among the following waa givan 0>o iWi of Indian 
Qladatone*? 

(a) M.A. Jlnnah (0) Qopal Kriahna Gokhale 

Pamza Shah Mahta Oadabhal Naon^l 

106. Tha dadalon to Imparl Engllah education through the 
medium of Engllah language waa taken during the Governor 
Generalahlp of; 

(a) Lord Comwaina (b) Lord Wellesley 

(dl Lord Dalhousie (d) Lord Bentinck 

107. Anaerobics are: 

(a) bacteria which can complete their life cycle without oxygen 

(b) bacteria which can complete their Ilfs cycle without water 
colonies of unlcetlular bacteria 

{dl colonies of muHtcellular bacteria 

108. Which Ideal of the Constitution is achieved by the 
Implementation of the adult franchise in India? 

(a) Soctal equality (b) Economic equality 

{(^ Political equality (d) Equality before law 

109. In which year waa the Jawahar Rozgar Yojana launched? 
(a) 1992-93 (b) 1993-94 (c) 1994-95 (d) 1991-92 

110. The Capital of the Hindu Kingdom of IQikatlyas was: 

(a) Devagirl (b) Warrangal 

(c) Kanchipuram (cQ Malkhed 

111. The branch of economic^ for which Amartya Sen has won 
the Nobel Prize Is called; 

(a) developmental economics (b) economics of poverty 
(c^ economics of famines (d) eeonomics of equality 

112. The device used for conversion of mechanical energy into 
electrical energy is called; 

(a) thermocouple (b) dynamo 

(dj rectifier (dj photo-electric cell 

113. Which one of the following research reactors is at 
Kalpakkam? 

(a) Apsara (b) Cirus (e) Kamini (d) Ohruva 

114. The first woman to receive the Jnanpith Award was; 

(a) Amrita Pntam (b) Qurratulain Hyder 

Ashapurna Oevi (dl MahadevI Verma 

3 1 

115. A person can do of a work in 12 days. He can finish ^ 

of the work in how many days'? 

(a) 4 (b) 8 (c) 9 (d) 12 

116. What was the object of the Rowlatt Acts passed by the 
government In 1919? 

(a) to break the strength of the nationalist movement 

(b) to terrorise the people 

(d to provide for rules for ordinary and politicai offenders 
(eo to dispense into the procedure »r trial of accused persons 

117. Who commented that the Cripps Mission was a post-dated 
cheque drawn on a crashing bank? 

fa) Mahatma Gandhi (b) Jawaharlal Nehru 

(4 S-C. Bose (d) Sardar Patel 

111 Nine droies of diameter d each are tilled fo rows of three 
each, side by side In a square. Hie araa of the square is represented 
by* 

(a) 8d (b) Bd* (e) Sd* (d) |d* 

119. Fnedom of tiw press in India; ^ 


(b) is impifad in the wider freedom of stcpmssion guaranteed 
Article 19(1} (a) of the Gonstltu^on 
Is niaianteed under ttif provisions^ ArttGle381A of the 
Consbtu^ 

(<9 eqpitatae ftom the opeiadon of the Ri4s of L»iv in the 
oouhtry 


120. Match List I wWi List 11 and select the correbt answer by 
using the codes given bdow the fists; 

lmI U$tll 

A. Koraput 1. Penicillin 

B. Kalamassery 2. lUrbines 

C. Pimpri 3. Machine tools 

CL Hardwar _ 4. Aircraft 

Codes: 

A B C 

(a) 1 4 3 2 

(b) 4 3 1 2 

(C) 2 3 4 1 

(d) 4 2 1 3 

121. The mutual fund of which of the following was In the news 
recently as it had made huge losses and traded at less than rts net 

AAfiAt VfliiJA? 

(a) IDBI (b) Lie (c) UTI (d) SBI 
121 Consider the map given below. 



The mean annual rainfall in the shaded parts of India varies from: 

(a) 100-150 cm 

(b) 150-200 cm 
'((^ 200-250 cm 
(d) 250-300 cm 

123. There are three tables containing two drawers each It is 
known that one of the tables contains a silver coin in each of its 
drawers, another table contains a goid coin in each drawer while the 
thud table contains a silver coin in one drawer and a gold coin in the 
other. One of the drawers of a table is opened and found to contain 
a silver coin. What is die probability that the other drawer of that table 
contains a gold coin? 

(a) 1 (b) 0.5 (c) 0.25 (d) 0.75 

124. Who wrote ‘Tfoverty and Un-British Rule in India"? 

(a) Dadabhai Naoroji (b) R C Outt 

((^ Charles Wood 
(d) M.N. Roy 

125. 'Ghuzak* is the nanw of a place where: 

(a) Jayapala met his enemy ^buktigin 

i b) Mahmud intllctsd defeat on Jayapala 
df Jayapala burnt himself on a funeral pyre 
q none of the above 

1^. Consider the two statements labelled as Asserfion (A) »td 
reason (R) below; ‘ 

Asserffon (A); Italy, Sweden, Switzerland and Norway have 
abundant power resources. 

Reason (R): They have the largest coal deposits in Europe, 

Of these statements; 

(a) Both A and R are true and R Is the correct explsiation of 

(b) BothAandRaretruebutRisnottfieoorrerScqdanation 
of A 

(d A Is true but R fo Use 
(d| A Is false but R la true 

127. Consider tha food pyramid given below showing the 
Interdependence of plants and animals in the food cfiafo; 




MOCK i i ! 



P' TopCamIvore 
Small Carnivore 
Herbivore 
Plants 


FOOD PYRAMID 


Which one of the following in the pyramid is most delicately 
balanced In the chain? 

(a) Herbivore (b) Plant 

(c) Top carnivore (d) Smalt carnivore 

128. Arrange the following in the chronological order: 

(Political life of Mahatma Gandhi) 

(1) Champaran (2) Ahmedabad Mill Strike 

(3) Kheda (4) Non-cooperation movement 

Codes: 

(a) 2. 4. 3,1 (b) 1, 3,2, 4 (c) 4.3.2,1 (d) 3.4.2, 1 


129 


"SBB 
0 H 0 

W0 0 □ 

rc,0 0 0 


0 


M 


K 


then, 


would be: 


wB 0 0 

W0 0 0 


130. The book'Worshipping False Gods” created a controversy 
because: 

(a) it exposed how people worship those who did not deserve 
to be worshipped 

(b) It showed how certain Gods are not true 

(<0 it was a statement on the political leadership of the country 
(d| it showed B.R. Ambedkar in a poor light 

131. The hardness of diamond is due to its: 

(a) tetrahedral strur^ure (b) linear structure 
(c^ planar sheet (d) none of these 

1%. Who among the following is re^rded as the brain behind 
“Operation Flood”? 

(a) Ohirubhai Ambani (b) M.S. Swaminathan 

(c) Verghese Kurien (d) Baba Amte 

133. The height to which a liquid will rise in a capillary tube is 
inversely proportional to the: 

(a) radius of the tube(b) atmospheric pressure 
((^ surface tension of the liquid 
(4 temperature of the liquid 

134. The Arabs were established traders on the West Coast of 
India and had the support of the riilers of Kerala. Which one of the 
following rulers first conducted a naval campaign on important Arab 
trade centres to check their monopoly? 

(a) Rajaraja Chola (b) Oantidurga 

(c) Chaiul^a Vikramaditya VI (df Mahendravarman 

135. Given below is the performance of two learners A and B; 



1M 


Which one of the following can be deduced from the graph? 

(a) The learning task was difficult 

(b) The learning task was easy 

(c) B learnt faster than A throughout the task 

(cO A learnt faster than B diroughout the task 

136. In which of the following State is “Silent Valley” situated in 

India? 

(a) Tamil Nadu (b) Andhra Pradesh 

(c) Karnataka (dj Iterala , 

137. Oericit financing in India implies: 

(a) expenses are more than money in circulation 

(b) proper ratio of keeping gold for printing notes is not 
maintained 

(d} States’ expenditure is more than expenditure of Union 
government 

(d) excess of expenditure over current revenue and non- bank 
borrowing 

138. Judges of the High Court are appointed by: 

(a) Chief Justice of India in consultation with Central Cabinet 
and other judges 

(b) President in consultation with the Chief Justice and 
Governor of the State 

(c) President in consultation with the Cabinet and Chief Justice 
of India 

(dj President in consuitation with Chief Justice of India, Chief 
Justice of the State High Court and Governor of the State 

139. Consider the map of India given below- 



The map shows. 

(a) an isohyet (b) all India water divide 

(c) a combination of national highways 
a combination of major railway routes 

140. The principal reason why national economic planning is 
still being pursued despite pmbradng a market economy since 1^1 
is that: 

(a) it is a constitutional requirement 

(b) the vast quantity of capital deployed in the public sector 
needs to be nurtured 

(cj Five-year plans provide a long-term perspective to the 
economy 

(eO the market economy is confined to industry and commerce 
and central plannii^ is necessary In agriculture 

141. The oldest surviving poetry bi SanskriMn classical s^e 
was written by: 

(a) Ashva^^io^ (t^ Bharavi {df Bhartrihari (df Dandin 

142. The standard tnne of tw foRoviiing countries Is ahead or 
behind Greenwich Mean Time deperxflrm on whether they are east or 
west of the longitude passing ttvough Greenwich. 

I.Cuba 2.QfeMe 3. baq 4. CoslaRIca 5. Japan 
Which one of file fCHowIng sec^ential orders ^ves file correct 
arrangement of the countries according to tfiMr standard Ikne from 
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ahsad or behind QMT? 

(a) 5, 3. 2,1,4 (b) 2.4,1,3.5 

(c) 4,1.3, 2. 5 (d) 3, 5. 4,1, 2 

143. The graph Below shows population growth. VVhat was the 
population in crores in 1940? 



(a) 11 (b) 13 (c) 14 (d) 12 

144. Study the graphs given below: 


148. Which one of the following figures will generate a cone 
when rotated about one of its strai^t edges? 

(a) an equilateral triangle 

(b) a sector of a circle 

(c) a segment of a circle 
(c9 a right angled triangle 

149. In a class there are 18 boys who are over 160 cm tall. If 
these confute three-fourths of the boys and the total number of 
boys is two-thirds of the total number of students in the class, what 
is the number of girls in the class? 

(a) 24 (b) 6 

(di 12 (c) 18 

150. In the sequence 462, 420, 380, x, 306, the value of x is: 

(a) 352 (b) 342 

(c) 332 (d) 322 


a aiR i%Jiai Jni turn 


jwi Mm 

The first graph depicts a hypothetical movement of Bombay Stock 
Exchange Sensitiva index which is an indicator of the average price 
movement of a representative set of stocks. The second graph depicts 
the averaged price of aH automobile manufacturing companies. Which 
one of the following is a valid inference? 

(a) The market is instable because prices are fluctuating 

(b) Automobile shares are mors stable than shares In gen¬ 
eral 

{dj There was a major political change in Juna/July 

(d) Automobile shares have been steadily Improving ki price 
and are not affected by market movements 

145. Match List I with List 11 and select the answer using the 
codes given below the li^s: 


UstI 

A. Copper ore 

B. Nickel ore 

C. Lead-zinc ore 

D. Asbestos 
Codes: 


List II 

1. Bihar 

2. Orissa 

3. Rajasthan 

4. Andhra Pradesh 


146. The Tropic of Cancer passes through: 

{A Tripura and Marripur 

in Manipur and Nagatand 

in Tripura and Mizoram 

(d) Arunachal Pradesh and MsitfialiVtr; 

147. TiwsulfecaaieaofaoubefsflSsqiiLWIiatlsItBvolon^ 

^ too ou. nr 216 oun 

(c) 466ou.m / (d) . Sl^ed. m 


A SUCCESS PUN 

How to Prepare: General Studies covers a vast spectrum 
of subjects. The cancfidats should read good introductory books 
on Indian polity and economics, the Iree^m struggle and current 
affairs. A look at past papers helps get an idea about the kind 
of questions that are asked. Over the years, The Competition 
Master has published solved papers which can be referred to. 
The nugazine is also Invaluable for current afiairs updates. The 
candidate should practice several objective type papers so that 
mistakes are not made in the final attempt. 

For more information, please see Civil Services 
Examination Ready Reckoner publi^ed in our January. 1998 
issue. Also refer to the advertisement issued by the UPSC. The 

1997 General Studies paper (solved) was pubiiWied in our May, 

1998 issue and Expected Questions for Civil Serwces (Mains) 
Examination were published in our November, 1998 issue. 

SYLLABUS OF THE GENERAL STUDIES PAPER 

The General Studies paper is of 150 marks. The paper 
Includes the followtng fields of knowledge: 

1. General Science 

2. Current Events 

3. World Geography 

4. Indian polity and economy 

5. Indian National Movement 

6. Questions on General Mental Ability 

There are a total of ISO questions. The approximate number 
of questions section-wise are: General Science (IS), Current 
Events (25), History (20), Geography (20), Indian polity and 
economy (20), Indian National Mwement (20) and Mental Ability 
(30). 

Since you have to answer 150 questions In 2 hours, you 
have less than a minute for each question. Some questions mey 
be easy and can be ticked without much thought, but others wHI 
reqt4re some consideration. The best strategy Is to do the easy 
questions in the first round, sHppfog foe difficult onsf. In foe 
next round, do the questions which you left out. Agafn, ehoMe 
those subjMts in which you are confident In. in this wa^ you wW 
maximise your attempt. Do not panic if you have to leave out 
some quesUons but maintain your coot and attenipt foe paper 
the best way you can. Our MOCK paper ^ves you «n idsal 
opportunity to test yourself and practice before your actual 
sNaminalion. 
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Answer Sheet: Mock-IAS(Preliminary) Exam., 1999 

INSTRUCTIONS: # Um HB pcndl only. # Erase comptetdy to change mponsei. 

# Darken the square hilly. # Denoting any stray narks on this sheet 

THE AREA BELOW IS FOR MARKING ANSWERS ONLY 



(a) 

(b) 

(C) 

id) 


(a) 

ib) 

(c) 

id) 


(fl) 

ib) 

ic) 

id) 

1. 

□ 

a 

a 

a 

51. 

a 

□ 

a 

a 

101. 

a 

□ 

a ’ 

a 

2. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

52. 

a 

a 

□ 

a 

102. 

a 

a 

□ 

a 

3. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

53. 

a 

□ 

a 

a 

103. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

4. 

a 

a 

a 

□ 

54. 

a 

□ 

□ 

a 

104. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

5. 

□ 

a 

□ 

□ 

55. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

a 

105. 

a 

a 

□ 

□ 

6. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

56. 

Q 

□ 

□ 

a 

106. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

7. 

a 

□ 

a 

□ 

57. 

□ 

□ 

a 

a 

107. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

8. 

□ 

a 

□ 

□ 

58. 

□ 

□ 

a 

a 

108. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

9. 

a 

□ 

a 

a 

59. 

□ 

□ 

a 

a 

109. 

a 

a 

a 

□ 

10. 

□ 

a 

□ 

□ 

60. 

□ 

a 

a 

a 

110. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

11. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

. □ 

61. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

a 

111. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

12. 

a 

a 

a 

□ 

62. 

□ 

a 

□ 

a 

112. 

a 

□ 

□ 

a 

13. 

□ 

□ 

a 

□ 

63. 

□ 

□ 

a 

□ 

113. 

a 


□ 

□ 

14. 

□ 

□ 

a 

a 

64. 

□ •: 

□ 

a 

a 

114. 

a 

a 

□ 

a 

15. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

65, 

□ 

a 

a 

a 

115. 

a 

□ 

a 

□ 

16. 

□ 

□ 

a 

Q 

66. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

116. 

a 

□ 

a 

a 

17. 

Q 

□ 

□ 

□ 

67. 

□ 

□ 

a 

a 

117. 

a 

a 

□ 

□ 

18. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

a 

68. 

□ 

□ 

a 

□ 

118. 

□ 

□ 

a 

□ 

19. 

a 

□ 

□ 

a 

69. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

119. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

20. 

a 

a 

□ 

□ 

70. 

□ 

a 

a 

□ 

120. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

a 

21. 

□ 

a 

□ 

□ 

71. 

□ 

a 

□ 

a 

121. 

a 

□ 

□ 

a 

22. 

□ 

□ 

a 

□ 

72. 

□ 

a 

□ 

□ 

122. 

a 

□ 

□ 

a 

23. 

a 

□ 

a 

a 

73. 

□ 

a 

a 

□ 

123. 

a 

□ 

□ 

□ 

24. 

a 

□ 


Q 

74.- 

-Q 

a 

a 

a 

124. 

a 

a 

□ 

a 

25. 

□ 

Q 

□ 

□ 

75. 

a 

□ 

a 

□ 

125. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

26. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

76. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

126. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

a 

27. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

77. 

□ 

a 

□ 

a 

127. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

28. 

□ 

a 

a 

□ 

78. 

□ 

a 

a 

a 

128. 

□ 

a 

□ 

a 

29. 

□ 

>□ 

□ 

a 

79. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

129. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

30. 

□ 

"□ 

□ 

□ 

80. 

a 

□ 

□ 

□ 

130. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

31. 

□ 

□ 

a 

a 

81. 

□ 

a 

a 

a 

131. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

32. 

a 

□ 

□ 

Q 

82. 

□ 

a 

a 

a 

132. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

33. 

□ 

a 

□ 

□ 

83. 

a 

a 

□ 

a 

133. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

34. 

□ 

a 

□ 

□ 

84. 

a 

a 

□ 

a 

134. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

35. 

□ 

a ' 

□ 

□ 

85. 

□ 

a 

a 

a 

135. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

36. 

□ 

□ 

a 

. □ 

86. 

□ 

a 

a 

a 

136. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

37. 

□ 

a 

□ 

□ 

87. 

□ 

a 

a 

a 

137. 

a 

□ 

a 

a 

38. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

88. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

138. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

39. 

a 

□ 

□ 

□ 

89. 

Q 

a 

a 

a 

139. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

40. 

a 

□ 

Q 

□ 

90. 

□ 

a 

a 

a 

140. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

41. 

a 

□ 

Q 

□ 

91. 

□ 

a 

a 

a 

141. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

42. 

□ 

□ 

Q 

Q 

92. 

□ 

a 

a 

a 

142. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

43. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Q 

93, 

□ 

a 

a 

a 

143. 

a 

a 

* □ 

a 

44. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

94. 

□ 

a 

a 

a 

144. 

a 

a 

a 

' a 

45. 

□ 

a 

□ 

a 

95.. 

□ 

a 

a 

a 

145. 

a 

a 

a 

. a 

46. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

98. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

146. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

47. 

□ 

a 

□ 

a 

97. 

□ . 

a 

a 

a 

147. 


a 

^ a 

■ 0 

43. 

□ 

□ 

a 

a 

98. 

O' 

a 

a 

a . 

‘,.143.'- 

i'O' . 

a 

, q,:k 


43v 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

99t--a 

a 

a 

a 

14a 

■•a 

a ' 



53. 

D 

xQ 

□ 

□ 

100. 

0 

.d 

■■ a 

a 

150. 

Q 

a 

. -Q: 

•. Q 
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This feature alerts our readers about forthcoming examinations 
and opportunities. Institutes should send us information well in 
advance to be included here. Readers are advised to assess their own 
suitability and that of the institute b^re applying—this feature is 
not a recommendation of any course or institute. 

Acting/Dranmtic Arts 

Diploma in Dramatic Arta (3 yaaraHBIgibility; Qraduation 
and participation in at lea^ 10 productions; age between 18^ years. 
Last date; April 20,1999. Apply to: Assistant Registrar, Nationai School 
of Drama, Bahawaipur House, Bhagwandas Road, New DelN • 110001 
with a DO for Rs 200 in favour of Director, National Sdioof of Drama, 
New Delhi. 

Banking «■ 

Probationary OffiMr/Computer)ob8(UCO Bank)->Eiiglbility: 
For PO; Qraduation and BE/B.Te^. for Computer Projpammer. Written 
te8t:July4,1999 for PO and July 11,1999 for Computer Programmer. 
Last date: April 5.1999. Apply on the prescribed format to: Secretary, 
Banking Service Recruitment Board, 226B Rash Behari Avetaie, 
Calcutta • 700 019. For details see advt published on March 6.1999. 

Biotechnology 

Combined Biotechnology Entnmce Examination for M.Sc. 
(Biotechnology, Agriculture, Animal Biotechnology) and M.1bch. 
(Bloteohnology) in participating Universitlae-Bllgibiiity: Qraduation 
in sciences or meddne with minimum S5%.naifcs. Written test May 
23,1999. Last date: April 19,1999. Applyto;As8isiant Registrar (CEEB). 
Jawahattal Nehru University, New DethI > 110 067 wHh a DD for Rs 100 
payabfs to Jawahartal Nehru University, New Defoi, and a sAS.e. 
2fo(20cm. For details see advt pubUshedon MaiictLfi, 1999._ 

Computers 

UQ Programme In information Technology (4 years)— 
Eligibliky: Class 12 with Maths and Physics, Written test; Mf^ 23, 
1999, laM dme; April .9, 1999. Apply to:. Project Manage (Indian 
insHtiitS of information Technology (ItIT) HyrfotabatH, EduodioMd 
Consultants focRaUd, Ed. CIL House, ISASador 1641, Noida-201301 
with a for Rs 400 payabis to *^.CiL' at Npida. 

Dietanos Edueadoni 

Dfoloma fo llaifailaQ. Exporta^ MaiksdiHi siO'rAp^ 
inati^of Cominorce andltade, AvBsVIiasCoioriK 

Hotel^ v-' 

12. WHttiifi.fiul; UdXT on May 23,19991 Ust dels; ApA 30,1989. 
Apply to: IniWjui Institiiit .ddehce and Managsinent. Pimdag, 
RanoM-834d04wifoaOOfo^480.Aisoapp1y,foAlMAforU(W. 


examination form. 

2. Diploma In Hotel Management (3 yearsj—Eligibility: Class 
12. Apply to: Merit Asian School of Kotet Mwiagsment, 22 Havelock 
Roadi Ooty • 643 001 with a DO for Rs 300. 

Man^emalnt/iiCA 

1. UP Management Combined Admission Test for MBA and 
MCA (UPMCAT-e9)-To bsheldon: May 26,1999. Last date: April IS. 
1999. Eligibility: For MBAL’ graduation, for MCA; graduation with Maths 
upto Class 12. Forms available at branches of Vijaya Bank, UP 
universitios or write to; Chief Coordinator UPMCAT-89, MNR College, 
Allahabad - 211 004 with a DD for Rs 550. 

2. MBA— Etl^biiity: Qraduation with minimum 50% marks. Written 
test: MAT onMay16,1999. Last date: April 20.1999. Apply to; Manipur 
Insfitute of Management Studies, Canchipur, fmphat > 795 003 with a 
DD for Rs 550 in favour of Manipur Institute of Management Studies 
payable at tmphal. Also apply to AIMA for test. 

Medicine 

B.Se Nursing/Paramsdical Courses (4 years/3 years)— 
Etigfoillty; Class 12 with minimum 55% marks. Last date: April 8,1999. 
Apply to; Assl^ant Controller of Examinations, Examination Sectton, 
All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi • 110 029 
with a bank draft for Rs 350 payable to Dhedor, AJiMS, New Delhi and 
a sji.ae. 25x15 cm with stcmips of Rs 20. 

Nuclear Science 

Technical Tkaining Programme— Eligibility: M.Sc (Physics/ 
Applied Physics), B.EJB.Te^. and age below 26 years. Selection on 
- ba s is of. writt e n t es t a n d I n ter vi e w. Appl y e n the prescribed format to: 
Project Administrator, Institute for Pla^ Research, Near Indira Bridge, 
Ga^nagar Highway, BHAT, Qancfoinagar • 382 428. For details see 
advt published on M^ 6.1999. Website: www.pla8ma.emet.in. 

Scheiarshipa 

1. ReiilMxy Reeearoh Awerds—Nominations invited ftorn heads 
of ressamh institutions, universities and msdicai colleges for 4 Ranbaxy 
Rssearch Awards of Rs 1 lakh each in medical arid phaitnaceuflcA 
sdencee. LaM data: /tprit 15,1999. Sponsored work In 12 sets Is to 
be sent to: Ranbaxy Science Foundation, 20 Sector 18 Udydg Vttuir 
Industrial Area, Qurgaon -122 001. 

2. Com mo n w e a lth Schpiarship Ptai, Mewi a wdSw d Awanh in 
SoH Sdsnoe and Dairy Teehnology-Ellgfbiiity: 

subject with ndnimum 60% marira gnd 2 y^ tewchlni^earch 

•qiiifonoo. Tenure: 3 yernk Laat Apift4S,M99i Ap^ on the 

p r sscifos d lcir n i M to!Undarlfotfstaty(€848eajh4Sch 

MWsiiy of Human Reeaumi Oswstopmeht, of fidueaSon, A.1/W.3 

Cunx)n.ffoad.Ettracks. Hrattuba Qendhi Mai^ New OeB^ • 110 001. 
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VOCABULARY 


Improve Your Word Poww 


t/i’. /» 'i"’ ^’1 4. dawdle: (c) waste time, 

(.tofcw .mbibonA.-W 

/ VI. ».1 fix 7 ?^ V work done in time because she 

(fl) • V, is always datodling. 

axtopmiic) clear (d) dt^-^ , • ;Wea,fmg4l^y^;: c (t) 5 attractive, 

' 3, contumacy: / (fl);,:.mv»tingnewtpol8if$.uaing gtrikine 
^ntyacf (h), clearance (c); ..iiew..WQri!|^. (d) di?cbvcring; -9,e was the centre of all 

discdwdience-^ , , eyes because she was wearing 

.4a.idftWd»fc :(d)Cd««ine jhighly erotic clothes. 
(lt)/d^ (c)'waste.tfme (d) >‘i>^ntio5sa>^(l»),^regi#lar^(c). ^ (a) indistinct, 

g^ n(f(»i^^ . . V , '. impHnoM ‘ blurred. 

'5.;*aotic; (tf) familiw (b) , 14> pertihadbiis: (a) —These photographs 

ph^pi' if. (d) liberal [b) .^unyielding (c) have came out all fuzzy. 

• .i, • 7. gadfly: (d) annoying 

■ 15.-riff.ra<fr(«)-dec6tC person 


|&)*^%Lg(c) w^W^ _He has, in his own 

r ,\crowd - ;(d)' inimitable style, championed 
rv'^?‘??ii*^^)yc(<fXpI^*8ihg Witnfe^.,. , many causes and assumed the 

Ifi.* ittsht tfl) bOrrowr(fc) role of India's permanent 
^rson,<d) armdyihg swim (c) donate,{d) hide. . gadfly. 

|^^sohj;?:V>,’ ■ r 17. truncheon:(a)yktory 8. heist: (b) burglary, 

• ' ^^^^j^ti^JSsigngtiitmft^^ Cc)-’rhva8idn (d). robbery. 


r —The alert watchman 

s^^le.. 18. vortex: (a) standing foiled the attempt of three 

.'9. .i)iistUar:.'(4)'broad- \y«ter (h)' whirlpool (c) miscreants to commit teist at' 
ihi^bd (j^)’ u^y^ddkihg' (c) stand^ ihviiatioh (d) winter midnight, 
naflfbwrminded ^(0'tbitig /sports. 9. insular: (c) narrow- 

& 'ry. ' wr3^;(o) serious (h) minded. 

/^d./J&^uyiM‘8nfitpif —No organisation or 

^ - political party with imular 

(c) »20. .zombie: (a) dull approach to nationalproblems 

’ i|l..,m^bi8{ifopiim:?y^)> 'jperspn ’(b) knowledgeable, can deliver the goods, 
com^ actiM^wa W- pendn. 10. loquaciousness: (b) 

Vtrankfc '''fieniviS'■^ ■ talkativeness, eloquence. 

„v >-- ,! -mioqua2usnmaxa 

ANSWERS ‘’y "«‘*® incidents colourful profanities endeared 

of youth from affluent homes him to many poUtidans. 
l.ainbit:(a)scq)e,extait. behaving in a brash and 11 malaorooism* (i) 

• A ^ • *88**“^* comical confusL of a wori. 

m^l^mtheLjk^^w 3 contumacy: (d) -It was ironical that 
jnt^ed to bring even thePM. iflsobedience, obstinacy. equating the leader with Ae 

***o^^k iu\ L u —^me day the country in a strange 

,^bia8h:(b)arH^t,self- cotOumvcy of Ae Cep malapropism caaie to 

(y.S.A.) may see tim accepted by Ae followen 
, ;^The country 8 capital decimation of UN-O. wWwut any questioning. 

e» i apfla. tw • nccciifftinQttMAsnn 


12. neologism: (c) using or 
creating new words. 

—Readers still remember 
Ae editor of a Weekly for his 
fondness for neologism. 

13. offbeat: (a) uncon- 
ventiorud, unfamiliar. 

—It was only after Ae 
print media had applauded Ae 
offbeat film on Ae lunAcapped 
^t the film was Aown in Ae 
Aeatres. 

14. pertinacious: (b) un¬ 
yielding, persistent. 

—His style of argument in 
meetings is not so much 
aggressive as pertinacious. 

15. riff-raff: (c) dis¬ 
orderly crowd, mob. 

—While issumg in¬ 
vitations, he decided to keep 
Ae riff-raff out in Ae concert. 

Id stash: (d) hide. 

—He has got his life 
savings stashed (away) in an 
old suitcase. 

17. truncheon: (d) stick. 

—When logic doesn't 

work, the truncheon dues. 

18. vortex: (b) whir4>ooi, 
succession of activity. 

—It is a matter of serious 
concern to see the most poor 
aught in Ae vortex of lottery 
tnai^. 

19. wry; (c) mocking, 
hurhorous. 

—She watched their 
fumbling enorte wiA wry 
amusement 

' 20. zombie: (a) dull 

person. 

—Genmal^ some pemons 
in dw mid-set^^ b^me 
iloppy (cafe^) and , 
gradually turn JIhto 
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English Language 


USAGE 

Spotting Errors (MO) 

ifl the following sentencis, there may 
be an error in only one part of each sentence 
marked a, b, c and d. In case you do not find 
any error in the sentence, your answcMoill 
be (e). 

1. Ideas cannot be(<i) expressed 
precisely(b) in any language(c) oAer than 
one own language.(d) No er(or.(c) 

2. Rich can get away( 0 ) with money 
and contacts(i)) but the poor(c) have 
neither.(d} No error.(e) 

3i Unless children are not made 
literate(a) there is little chance(h) that .' 
they can be prevented £rom(c) turning 
into labourers at an early age.((f) No 
error.((?) 

4. He is expected to be(a) in New 
Delhi for a day or two(b) provided it can 
be(c) fitted on with his schedule.(d) No 
crror.{e) 

5. It is difficult to talk(a) about Indian 
literatuie(h) comprising of so many(c) dif¬ 
ferent languages and literatures.((i) No 
enor.(e) 

6. We retumed(a) to the guest house(h) 
impressed by what(c) we had seen.fd) No 
error.(e) 

7. &me animals are much more{(i) ca¬ 
pable than humans for perceiving(h) cer¬ 
tain kinds of stimuli(c) which may precede 
earthquakes.(d) No error.(e) 

8.1 am a witness(a) to how peopie(l>) 
flock to her everywhei^c) with affection 
and reverenix.(d) No errorfe) 

9. The hungry man wants food(a) 
and once he has his full(b) he looks 
aroundfc) for a mat to relax on.(i) No 
errotfe) 

10. It is to his song$(a) then ffiat we 
mu^ look(k) if we mean(c) to honour his 
memoryfd) No erroife) 



the one that nearly conveys the meaning of the 
underlined word. 

11. There were vociferous protests 
against price rise of essential goods. 

(a) offensive 

(b) abusive 

(c) violent 

(d) loud 

12. He suffers from frequent bouts of 
rheumatism. 

(a) fits 

(b) attacks 

(c) knocks 
kicks 

13. He tore up the manuscript in a fit 
of petulance . 

(a) irritation 

(b) anger 

(c) anxiety 

(d) suffering 

14. Mpe ffiat smirk off your face! 

(a) sad expression 

(b) broad smile 

(c) silly smile 

(d) tense expression 

15. She had concocted some unlikely 
tale about the train being cancelled. 

(a) discovered ^ 

(b) manufacture 

(c) constructed 

(<0 invented 

Antonyms (16*20) 

In the following sentences, for each un¬ 
derlined word four alternative words are 
given. Choose the one that nearly conveys 
the opposite meaning of the underlined 
word. 

16.1 insist that you wthdraw your 
offensive statement immediately. 

(e) reiterate 

(b) confessirm 

(c) acknowledge 

(^ en^ihasize 

17. After a lot he agre^ 

^cem^ 

- (tf) force 

<;6«P5nTiON MasfBt 


(b) temptation f 

(c) hesitation 
(<0 coercion 

18. Su ppression of one's feelings can 
lead to emotional break-down. 

(a) acknowledgement 

(b) expression 

(c) exhibition 
{d) narration 

19. The fertility of the soil has greatly 
improved by the use of pesticides. 

(a) deteriorated 

(b) spoilt 

(c) deaeased 

(d) harmed 

20. She was told to pay the fine, but 
she refused to comply. 

{a) delay 

(b) oppose 

(c) differ 
(dj defy 

Sentence Improvement (21-25) 

Read thejbllowing sentences car^lly and 
find out if there is any scope to improve the 
underlined part of each sentence. If you find! 
fed no improvement is required, the answer 
will be (d). 

21. His Gurus helped slrape his art 
sensibilities and approach to art. 

(a) helped to shaping 

(b) helped shaping 

(c) helped into shape ; 

(d) No improvement required ; . 

22. In case of re-incamation, nothing 
has not been proved scientifically 

(a) nothing has been proved 

(b) nothing have been proved 

(c) anything has beeA proved 

(d) No improvement ieqairi»l 

23. The salvo against the choice of 
judges has come ftwnthemoet unexpected 

quarter. 

(a) unexpected off quarters 

(b) une)^)ee^ of quarters 

(c) unejqtectedj^ of quarters 

(d) No Impmy^neht required 


24. Afew hard people swam in the icy 
water. 

(a) few hardy people 

(b) a few hardy people 

(c) a few hardly people 

(<0 No improvement required 

25. Scarcely had she cnter^ the room 
where the phone rang . 

(a) where the phone was ringing 

(b) then the phone rang 

(c) when the phone rang 

(d) No improvement required 

Arranging Sentences in natural 
order (26*30) 

In thefolloieing questions, the sentences 
marked M, N, 0 and P arc not in their natu¬ 
ral sequence. Read the sentences carefully and 
arrange them in their natural order. 

26. M. The door was locked from the 
inside 

N. The name plate was fixed on the 

door 

O. There was no call-bell 

P. The letter had faded away with the 
rigours of time. 

(a) MNPO 

(b) MOPN 

.(c) NPOM 

(d)NPMO 

27. M. She didn't mind 

N. He had alwa 3 rs been like that, even 
when she had met him eight years ago 

O. The joke probably miss^ its effect 
on the man 

P. She knew that the man was devoid 
of a sense of humour. 

(a) NPOM 

(b) MOPN 

(c) OMPN 

(d) OPMN 

28. M. More than anhour had elapsed; 
the train had not yet moved away from the 
bridge 

N. The patience of Ore passengers was 
on the ebs 

O. On opening the doors for a mo¬ 
ment, the shower with its full fury 

. , gushed in 

' ' P. The windows and doors of coaches 

^ had been closed, 
y'(a) MNPO 

(f*).MOPN 

<(f)|^QMP 


OBJECnVb T YPE <pl i S ! /( 


29. M. It's absolutely new. Haven't 
bought it... 

N. Got it in the lottery.... 

O. Is that a new transistor you have 

bought. 

P. It's a gift from my wife's friend. 

(a) OPMN 

(b) ON PM 

(c) OMPN 

(d) OMNP 

30. M. He preferred dogs to human 
beings. 

N. The boss was a wise man. 

O. And this man was his faithful dog 
who could wag his tail any time. 

P The man thought that his colleagues 
were also dogs. 

(a) NPOM 
(f>) NMOP 
. (c) NOMP 
(d) PMON 

Filling the blanks (31*40) 

In the following passage some spaces 
have been left blank. For each blank space, 
three loords are given. Select the most appro¬ 
priate word for the blank space and that will 
be your answer. 

Gripping the handle-rod, I put my foot 
on the footboard, but my foot is not_ 

31. (a) fixed 

(b) firm 

(c) stable 

there. I remendier the gurus of my ances¬ 
tors and take a_ 

32. (a) vow 

(b) oath 

(c) decision 

that I would not wear ti^t clothes....but I 
am_ 

33. (a) pushing 

(b) pulling 

(c) holding 

on, my one foot on the footboard, and grip¬ 
ping the handle with m y : 

34. (a) hand 

(b) teeth 

(c) foot 

and the bus starts moving. My sweat- 
soaked hand keeps___. 

35. (a) loosening 

(b) slipping ^ 

(c) deserting 

The co-passenger on the footboard tries to 
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hold me by my_. 

36. (a) neck 

(b) waist 

(c) shoulder 

My left hand, due to the weight of die bag 
keeps dragging my body_ 

37. (a) near 

(b) towards * 

(cjupon 

the road below. Suddenly I fall on the toad 
with my_ 

38. (a) head 

(b) bag 

(c) face 

down. The passengers run along die mov¬ 
ing bus to climb the footboard and I 
am_ 

39. (a) trampled 

(b) crushed * 

(c) spared 

under their feet. The potatoes and toma¬ 
toes lay scattered on die road. I try to stretch 
my hands to_ 

40. (a) collect 

(b) gather 

(c) pick 

them. 


ANSWERS 


1. (d) 'other dian one's own language'. 

2. (a)'The rich can get away'. 

3. (a)'Unless childroi are made literate'. 

4. (d) 'fitted on to his schedule'. 

5. (c)'comprismg so many'. 

6. (c)'impressed with whaf. 

7. (b) 'capable than humans of perceiv¬ 

ing'. 

8. (e) No error. 

9. (b)'and once he has his fill'. 

10. (c) No error. 


11. (d) 

V2. (b) 

13. (a) 

14. (c) 

15. (d) 

16. (a) 

17. (d) 

18. (b) 

19. (a) , 

20. (d) 

21. (d) 

(a) 

23. (b) 

24. (b) 

25. (c) 

26. (c) 

27. (c) 

28. (a) 

29. (d) 

30. (b) 

31. (c) 

32. (a) . 

33. (c) 

34. (a) 

35. (b) 

36. (b) 


38. (c) 

.39. (4) 

40. b*) 



Test of Recuoning 


Qs. 1*8. Which number would come next in the series of 
numbers given below: 

1. 2; 2; 4; 12; 48; 

(«)'l92 (li)'96 (c) 216 (d) 240 (e) None of these 

2. 7; 8; 15; 23; 48;... 

(a) 59 (b) 67 (c) 71 (d) 79 (e) None of these 

3. 7; 9; 14; 18; 21;... 

(a) 25 (l>) 26 (c) 27 (d) 29 (e) None of these 

4. 14; 30; 62; 126;... 

(fl) 228 (b) 254 (c) 224 (d) 264 (e) None of these 

5. 71; 73; 79; 83;... 

(a) 84 (b) 85 (c) 87 (d) 89 (e) None of these 

6. 21; 28; 42; 63;... 

(a) 91 (b) 78 (c) 77 (d) 81 (j) None of these 

7. 1; 8; 27; 64;... 

(a) 81 (b) 92 (c) 102 (d) 115 (e) None of these 

8. 4; 9; 24; 69;... 

(a) 96 (b) 124 (c) 204 (d) 216 (e) None of these 
Qs. 9'13. Find out the missing numbers: 

9. 7 1 4 

3 5 0 ( 0 ) 4 (b) 3 (c) 9 

2 6 4 (d) 2 (e) 5 

10. 3 ? 1 

4 6 8 («) 11 («’) 10 (c) 5 

2 7 18 . W) 9 (c) 6 

11. 7(21)6; 8(44)11; 9(?)4 

(a) 13 (b) 18 (c) 15 (d) 21 (e) 26 

12. 5(39)8; 7(27)2; 10(?)3. 

(fl) 13 (b) 26 (c) 29 (d) 39 (e) 42 


16. (a) PReSiDenT (b) PreSideNT (c) PReSideNT 
(d)PrEsideNt (e) PReSidenT 

17. (a) ecONOmicS (b) ecoNOMicS (c) ecOnOmicS 
(d) EcoNoMicS (e) eCONOmicS 

Find the odd-man oub 

18. (a) PQi (b) RSg (c) TUe (d) VWc (e) XYa 

19. (a) ZbX (b) dWf (c) UhS (d) iRk (e) PIN 

20. (a)klNZ (b)bcWV (c)fgSR (d)jkON (e)abYX 

21. A is the daughter of B who is the only daughter of C. 
D is son-in-law of E who is the grand-father of A. 
According to the relationship stated above, which of the 

statements given below is wrong? 

(a) C is E's wife (b) D is B's husband 

(c) A is D's daughter (d) B is E's mother 

(e) All the four statements are correct 
Qs. 22-24. The diagram given below shows the areas and 
the crops they produce. / 

(i) Circle represents the area where wheat is g»wn. 

(if) The triangle represents area where sugarcane is 
grown. 

(ifi) The square represents area where oii-seedS are 
produced. a 

(iv) The area where ri«*^wn is represented by rectangle. 
Study the diagram and answer the questions that follow. 


/1 n \ 


(a) 16 (b) 25 (c) 64 

(d) 4 (e) 1 


Qs. 14 and 15 are based on the letters used in the word 
'SUGGESTION'. Four out of die five words gjven have die 
same rcladonship with the key-word while one is diffeienb 
Your task is to S]^ the word that is different from the others: 

14. (e) GUEST (b) STUNT (c) SUNSET 

(d) TONGUE (e) STONE 

15. (I) ROGUE (b) SESSION (c) QUESTION 

(d) STATION (e) TENSION 

Quaidoni 16-20 are baaed on the folipKring anangenent 
of lettoiK 

NfliOlFkQJRiShTgUfVeWdXcYbZa 

According to the riraye amngemen^how wotUd you write 
the word mSTOBFrr arid BCO^^ 


(c) ecOnOmicS 


Tcane is 



'ask 


22. Which products are depicted by number 10? 

(a) rke, wheat and oil-seeds 

(tt sugarcane and oil-seeds (c) only rice and wheat 
sugarcane, wheat and rice 
(e) rice, wheat, sugarcane and oilseeds 

23. Which number represents the area producing rice, 
sugarcm and oilseeds only?' 

SafS (b)5 (c)9 . (d)10 (e)13 

24. Whichnurnbersstandforareasprodudi^Qidyoii-seeds 
and nodiing else? 

(eyilandl (b)14andl (c) land 15 

fid|6andl5 (e)2and3 

25. The fl»t day of the year IWfiwasMonday and AmiYs 
birdiday'fell on the 3rd Stm^y of M the date. 

(i)17th (b)18th (c)19th iJabSi (e)21at 




NON-VIRBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures mariced A, B, C, D and E. Your task is to 
find out which of the Answer Figures would be the next one in the series of Problem Figures. 

PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 

ABODE 


0 ^ 0 ax 0 0 0 0 p Q 


A ^ o 

27. tjT ID<0 

cn O -r ■ 


0^0 V 




»■ BD a O SQ Q D El? □ n 


29. ® ^ ■9' 

^ 0 

R D Q =1 

30. 3 KRriE3 K 

F >1 a R 


, a 

fl Q 

F E 3 K 

>1 O R J 


\<m + % ^ ^ m> % ^ 

i i i 

QU Qfl D RQ Q 
E3 3E R3E F3 R3F 


>i 


>i 


K 


•• a 5) a 5> a v s> ^ tP v 


o m X 

X o 


ox# o 


• X o 


o o' dp b o' 
o o o o 6 o 


PP dcf 

pop? 


dp p cf Q,d dp b cf 
6 o- 6-0 o»6 6 6 d d 


5. o o (M 





y / / / / / / / 

r. ^ ^^ ■■ ^-^1— “"W" • ^ '' ^ ^ 

I. n ^ 

pL>' vJp vjp vj> CLp <0-^ Clp 


S34« APRIL 18BS a THECOMPCnnONMASTER 





2:0 


^ HP kZI 

_ ^ ,3 ^ 



^ o o—^ 

— Z] — 
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^ ^Dl Y \ 



A © © V 
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^ □ ® 


»V €>VA° ©A® A 

□ a V a □ 



c 


C^) 

'S) 


e B 

© B 

D © 

PH 

B • 

D © 

© C 

B • 

|X| 

B e. 

• B 

• B 

© B 

EEI 

c © 

cb 

0X0 

A 

0 

A + A 
X 

A 

O+f X 
+ 

X 

AOH- 

++ 

+ 

X A+f 
□ 

0 X 
« ® 

t>4 

GO 

w 

X(D 

0 w 

0 

© 

><3 

G 

® 

xo 



B • 

B 3 

B 3 

© B 

• B 

© B 

• B 

© B 

D 3 

B © 

D 3 

D 0 : 

a • 

• B 

3 C 

tt 

+f 

+t 

A 

+ 

+ X A 

+ 0 □ 

AXO 

+ 0 □ 

□ AA 

A 

A 

A 

X 

++ 

G 0 

G 

0 

G 

G 0 

© 

0® i 

0 G 

0 © 

0 


tx 3 
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In each of the following questions, figures I and II have a definite relationship. Your task is to find out from A, B, C, D 
and E the figure that will establish the same relationship with figure III. 

PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 

E 




flPO 



CZD 
\ / 
cz::^ 



•f, / 

62. A □ U O o 

□ Z □ □ V Q 

ay /k a wo 

63. Y ji, V ? A 

6 X ^ y ^ _+ 

T A r ^ ? 



a □ □ 0 0 




« A 

Y ^ 

Y o 


[> D 9 o « p 

® ® ® 

A A A ^ A 









o 

X 


O . 

A 

o 

A 

A 



+ 


Q> 

a 



4) 

A 




















































































Find the odd*inan oub 


ABODE 

66 . 

67. 

68 . 

69. 

70. 

71. 

72. 

73. 

74. 

75. 


□ 

V 

o 

<KJ 

o 

o 

U o 

^ a 






- c 

5 XJ 

^-1 

J 1 
/ C 3 

- / rrrr 

I't o 

LXT 
V U 

+" 1 
/ L. 

^ h 

5 g AU 

° o 

E ^ D 


7| 

i 

>% 



r 

j 


€) 

J=0 

o 

□ VD 

V 

? ? 
o o o 
•e-e- 

o' o 

□□ 




ff 











ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (d) Go on multiplying numbexs by 1,2,3,4... respectively. 

2. (c) Each number is tlw total of its two precedii^ numbes. 

3. (c) There are two series having an alternate arrangement, 

7,14,21... and 9,18,27 ... 

4. (b) Each number is double ■l■2 of die preceding number. 

5. (d) It is a series of prime numbers. 

6. (e) Go on adding 7,14,21,28 ... to numbers respectivdy. 

7. (e) The series is 1’, 2’, y, 4’, S’... hence the number would 

be 125. 

8. (c) Multiply Mch nuodtex by 3 anc^ deduct 3 from die 

product to get the next number 

9. (g) The tetal of numbers line-wise and column-wise is 12. 

10. (c) The total of numbers, line-wise and column-wise is 9,18 


and 27. 

11. (b) The number in the bracket is half of the product of 

numbers on its right and left. 

12. (d) The number in the bracket is diree times the total of 

numbers on its right and left. 

1^ (d) The number would be (11-9)’. 

14? (b) This one has an extra T while the other words are formed 
with letters from die main word. 

15. (d) All die odier words have just one outsider, tiiis one has 

two, a T and an 'A'. 

16. (c) 17. (a) 18. (e) 19. (c) 20. (e) 

21. (d) 22. (d) 23. (a) 24. (d) 25. (c) 

For solving the next type of questions a cartel and logical study 
of figures is very essential. The following guidelines might prove 
helpful in the arriving at the right conclusion. 

(0 Study each figure individually as well as in 
relationship with other figures. 

(j'O The different figures given in the question may 
rotate, tilt, swing, turn upside down at tiieir own place or may 
move around clockwise, anti-clockwise, from comer to opposite 
corner up and down, right and left or vice-versa and along certain 
points. The speed may vary from figure to figure. Some of the 
examples are Qs. 26,27,29,32,34,37,40,45,54 etc. 

(Hi) In some questions the figures interchange places 
according to a set pattern. The exanqiies are questions no. 30,40, 
42,44,47,50,51,53 etc. 

(iv) Something may be added or dropped according to 
a set pattern. A figure dropped in previous steps might reappear. 
Some of the examples are questions no. 31,33,35,36,38,39,41, 
43,46,52,55 etc. 

(v) The first two or three steps may show 
relationship among figures in them, and the same relationship 
may be repeated in next set with different figures, as in 
question number 28. 


26. C 

27. E 

28. A 

29. B 

30. B 

31. C 

32. A 

33. D 

34. D 

35. E 

36. A 

37. C 

38. B 

39. E 

40. C 

41. B 

42. A 

43. D 

44. B 

45. C 

46. E 

47. A 

48. B 

49. D 

50. C 

51. A 

52. E 

53. C 

54. C 

55. B 

56. B 

57. B 

58. D 

59. B 

60. D 

61. C 

62. E 

63. A 

64; C 

65. A 


66. C. All tiie otiter figures have 3,4 and 6-sided figures. 

67. D. The pattern is wrong. 

68. D. The main figure is formed witii the help of parts given, 

here one line is too short. 

69. C. In all tile others three figures have equal number of lines 

and the other two have one line more. This one is an 
exception. 

70. D. The pattern is wrong. 

71. B. In all the others, the figures turn upside down. 

72. E The prqwrtion of ideiticai figures is wrong. 

73. C. Legs and arms ought to be in the same position. 

74. B. The arrangement is wrcmg. 

75. C The portion of amej and leg^ is different. 
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Te^ of Reasoning - 2 


Qs. 1-8. Find the odd-man out: 


items an given in which three have a similar relationship 


1. (a) lift 

(b) escalator 

(c) staircase 

between them while one is different. Your task is to spot the 

\d) ladder 

(c) slope 


pair that is different from others. 


2. (a) waterfall 

(b) current 

(c) stream 

17. (a) Bhabha : scientist 


(d) river 

(?) westerlies 


(b) Vosco de Gama : inventor 

3. (a) rose 

(b) thorn 

(c) leaf 

(c) Tansen: musician 

(d) Raj Kapoor ; actor 

(d) petal 

(e) stem 


18. (a) tree : branch 

(b) ship: mast 

4. (a) ^barmad 

(b) Dandi 

(c) Porbunder 

(c) cup: handle 

(d) wrist; finger 

(d) Bardoli 

(d) Raj Ghat 


19. (a) north : west 

(b) flamingo : bird 

5. (a) pig-pong 

(b) cricket 

(c) tennis 

(c) alsatian: pekinese 

(d) octopus : dolphin 

(d) badminton 

(c) hockey 


20 (a) stick : teacher 

(b) saw: carpenter 

6. (a) Minotaur 

(b) sphinx 

(c) Minerva 

(c) needle: tailor 

(d) brush : painter 

(d) centaur 

(e) mermaid 


21. (a) meticulous : careless 

(b) educated : illiterate 

7. (o) guitar 

(b) drum 

(c) nuidangam 

(c) perfume: odour 

(d) abundance : dearth 

(d) tabla 

(e) cymbals 


Qs. 22-27. The words given in each question are given in 

8. (a) reindeer . 

(b) buU 

(c) horse 

the common code as well, each small letter being a code for one 

(d) rhinoceros 

(e) goat 


of the letters of the words given in capital lettera. Your task is 


Qs. 9-16. Each question given below has a pair of words 
with a definite relationship. Your task is to find out the pair 
with the same relationship from the options given. 

9. clouds: ocean 

(a) forests : rain (b) veins : blood 

(c) planets ; solar system {d) ideas : brain 

10. Satyajit Ray ; cinema 

(a) Uday Shanker : sitar (b) Tagore : literature 
(c) Amartya Sen : Nobel Prize 
{<0 Fida Hussain : poetry 

11. triangle: square 

(a) rhombus : pentagon 

(b) rectangle: parallelogram 

(c) line : curve (d) hexagon : octagon 


12. autopsy: postmortem 
( 0 ) patient: treatment 
(c) drugs : destruction ^ 
13 devil; mischief 
( 0 ) animals: circus 
(c) vehicles: pollution 

14. obedience: pupil 
( 0 ) bravery; soldier 

(c) examinees; cheating 

15. observatory :'stars 
(a) telescope : lens 

(c) barometer : pressure ' 

16. barren : fertile 
(a) dusk: dawn 
(c) profuse; scanty 


(d) hexagon: octagon 

(b) castle: palace 
(d) detest; adore 

(b) fairy: dream 
(d) saints: religion 

(b) obscenity; movies 
(<0 gluttony ; guests 

(b) scale: lengtii 
(<0 theatre: drama 

(b) courtship: divorce 
(d) couplet: rhyme 


Qs. 17-21. In each of the following questions foiir sets of 


to find out the right code for the letters enclosed in boxes. 
122. S tElA I N 

(a) w (b) z (c) d (d) b (e) x (/) k 

'23. I M P A ET¬ 
Cs) h (b) m (c) 1 (dy w (e) k (/) z 

J24.[^0 T r F Y- 

fa] k (b) X (c) z (d) j (e) g (/) v 

(is. &EI ARCH 

J[a) w (b) b (c) e (d) d (e) k (f) m 

26 . FAMOUdJ 

(a) c (b) h (c) V (d) d (e) w (/) j 

2Z. T H R{2]N G 

(a) V (b) k (c) b (d) q (e) e (f) x 

28. If, according to a code, 'WATER' is 12345 and 'WRIST' is 
15673, then 'REVIEW' in that code would be: 

(a) 548941 (b) 546841 (c) 548642 

(d) 548942 (e) 548641 

Qs. 29-30. Six persons. A, B, C D, E and F are sitting on a 
bench with their backs towards you. 

D is to die left of B. 

C and F have two persons betweai them. 

E is not near C. 

A is to the right of F. 

29. Who is to the r^ht (rf B? '* 

(a) A (b) C (c) E (d)F (e) Cant's say 

30. Who » at the comer towards right? 

(a) A (b) C (c) D (d) E (e) F 

31. Among die five pdes marked A, B, C, D and E, C is 
double of D, A is half of B, E bi duee times of D, C is equal to A 
and the he^t of B is 20 feet. What is the hei^t of E? 
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(a) 15 ft. (6) 10 ft. (c) 12 ft. 

(d) 5 ft. (e) Can't say , , 

Qs. 32>33. In a group of 50 students, each student studies 
/ three optional subjects. The distribution of students, subject- 
wise is as follows: 

History—30, Geogtaphy—20, Economics-MO, English 
literature—15 and Political Science—45. 

No student has opted history and geography together. 

All geography students have economics as well. 

TWo thi^ of the students in political science have history 
too. 

The number of literature students in geography group is 
one-fourth of the number of economics students in that group. 

32. How many students have English literature with history? 

(a) 7 (b) 10 (c) 12 (d) 14 (e) Can't say 

33. How many students have the group geography, 
economics and political science? 

(a) 5 (b) 10 (c) 12 (d) 15 (e) 20 

Qs. 34-36. In a family, there are eight members, four men, 
Shyam, Rajendra, Arvind and Shankar and four women, leela. 
Mala, Kamini and Tara. 

Kamim has two married sons and one married daughter. 

Shyam is Arvind's son-in-law. 

Mala is Rajendra's sister. 

Leela is not Shankar's wife. 

34. Tara is....? 

(fl) Rajendra's sister-in-law (b) Shankar's wile 

(c) Kamlni's daughter-in-law 

(d) Mala's sister-in-law (p) All the above 

35. Mala is Arvind's...'^ 

(a) daughter-in-law (b) sister (c) wife 

(d) mother (e) daughter 

36. Which of the following statement is wrong’ 

(a) Shyam is Arvind's son-in-law 

(b) Leela is Rajendra's wife 

(c) Mala is Shankar's sister 

(d) Rajendra is Tara's husband 

.. (e) Shankar and Rajendra are brothers 

Qs. 37-38. Examinations of a particular class started on 
thursday of the third week of March. The last paper was on 4ih 
of April and the 1st of May was on Sunday. 

37. On which date did the examinations start? 

(a) 17th (b) 15lh (c) 16th (d) 18th (e) Nor« of these 

38. Fbr how many days did the examinations continue? 

(a) 17 (b) 18 (c) 19 (d) 20 (e) 21 

Qs. 39-40. In an old town, the famous temple is 2 km to 
the west of Post-Offtce while hospital is 3 km to the south of 
temple. Shopjdng Centre is 2 km to the east of the Municipal 
Office and Fort is 2 km to the north of Shopping Centre. 'The 
Municipal Office is 1 km to the north of College which is 1 km 
to the east of Hospital? 

39. How far is the fort from Ihetem{Aa as the crow flies and 
in which direction? 

1 (a) 2 km east (b) ^2^+33 km soufti-west 


(c) 3 km east (d) ^|2 + |2 km norto-east 

(e) 1 km west 

40. Which three places lie in a sraight line on the east-west 
road? 

(a) Post-Office, Temple and Fort 

(b) College, School and Shopping Centre 

(c) Fort, Municipal-Office and College 

(d) Hospital, Municipal-Office and Fort 

(e) Temple, Post-Office and Fort 


SYLLOGISMS 


In each question below are given two statements followed by 
four conclusions numbered /, 11, III and IV. You have to take the two 
given statements to be true even tf they seem to be at variance with 
commonly known facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of them logically follow from the statements, disregarding 
commonly known facts 
Statements: 

41. 1. Some books are glasses. 

2 Some cups are glasses 

Conclusions 

I. Every glass is either book or cup. 
n. Some glasses are books as well as cups. 

III. Some books are not glasses. 

W. Some glasses are cups. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(f) Only in foUows. (d) Only DI and IV foUow. 

(f) Either I or II follow. 

Statements 

42. 1. Ail caps arc shirts. 

2. Some shirts are jackets. 

Conclusions 

1. All shirts are caps. 

II. Some caps are jackets, 
in. Some jackets are not shirts. 

IV. No cap is a jacket. 

(fl) Only I and n follow. (b) Either II or IV follows. 

(c) Only I and HI follow. (d) Only IV follows 

(c) All the four follow. 

Statements: 

43. 1. All beggars are voters 

2. All voters are candidates. 

Conclusions: 

I. All beggars are candidates. 

II. No one else except voters is a candidate, 
in. All voters are beggars. 

IV. Some beggars are not candidates. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only fl follows. 

(c) Only ffl follows. 

(d) Either I or IV follows. 

(e) Only IV foUows. 

Statements: 

44. 1. Some mangoes are guavas. 
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REASONING \);i; i = i 


2. All guavas are black. 

Conclusions: 

1. All mangoes are black, 
n. Some mangoes are black. 

m. Some mangoes are not black. 

IV. No mango is black. 

(fl) Only I follows. (b) Only n follows. 

(c) Only n and HI follow. (d) Only IV follows. 

(e) Only any one of the conclusions foUows. 

Statements: 

45. 1. Some metals are liquids. 

2. Some liquids are gases. 

ConcliKions' 

I. Every gas is either metal or liquid. 

n. Some liquids are not metals. 

m. Gases are metals as well as liquids. 

IV. Only those liquids are gases which are metals. 

(a) Only I follows, {b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only HI follows, (d) Only IV follows. 

(<?) None follows. 

Statements: 

46. 1. A and B are bigger than C and D. 

2. C is smaller than D. 

Conclusions: 

I. A is bigger than C. 

II. A is bigger than D. 

m. B is bigger than C. 

[V. B is bigger than D. 

(a) Only I follows, (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only in follows, (d) Only IV follows. 

(c) None follows. 

Statements: 

47. 1. Some teachers are physicians. 

2. Only teachers and all teachers are fat. 

Conclusions; 

1. Some physicians are fat. 

n. Some teachers are not physicians. 

UI. Physicians, who are not teachers are not fat. 

IV. No teacher is thin. 

(a) Only I, II and HI follow. 

(b) Only in and IV follow.’ 

(c) Only n, ni and IV follow. 

(<0 All the four follow. 

(e) Only one from the four follows. 

Statements: 

48. 1. Some coins are round. 

2. Some corns are ellipticaL 

Conclusions: 

I. Round coins can't be exdumged for elliptical ones, 

n. Coins in these two different shapes belong to 
different currencies. 

in. The value of round coins is mme than »llip*i<^l coins. 
IV. Coins can be rttade in more than otte shape. 

(a) Only I follows, (b) Only n follows. 

(c) Only ni follows, (if) Ordy IV follows. ' 


(e) None follows. 

In each tfuestion below is given a statement followed by three 
assumptions numbered I, ll and Iff. An assumption is something supposed 
or taken for granted. You have to consider the statement arid the 
assumptions and then decide which qf the assumptions is imfdkit in the 
statement. Then decide which of the answers is correct. 

Statement; 

49. Railway services offer out-door jobs as well as those in 

which desk-work is involved. * 

Assumptions; 

I. Some compartments in the trains are fitted with 
tables and chairs where one can be busy with the 
required facilities for desk-work. 

II. The persons working out-door cannot be transfered 
to offices. 

in. Running of railways requires a lot of administration 
and office jobs cormected with it. 

[a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only n is implicit. 

(c) Only in is implicit. (d) Either I or H is implicit. 

(e) Either n or HI is implicit. 

Statement: 

50. Owners of bulls, camels, donkeys, mules and horses 
often overload them and keep on hitting ffiem so that they may 
walk faster. 

Assumptions: 

I. These owners are basically inhuman and cruel 
persons. 

n. Owners of other animals treat their domestic animals 
with love and kindness. 

in. The owners of animals mentioned in the statement 
want to earn as much as they can without any 
consideration for the animals who help them earn 
their bread and butter. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only n is implicit. 

(c) Only in is implicit. 

(d) Only n and in are implicit. 

(e) Only I and in are implicit. 

Statement: 

51. The National Human Rights Commission has proposed 
to set up a Human Rights Cell in the Police Department. 
Assumptions: 

I. People in general are aware of custodial violence in 
the name of making die victims TALK', 
n. NHRC feels concern for all die areas where human 
rights may be violated. 

in. The Police Department has welcomed this proposal 

(a) Only I and U are implicit. ^ 

(b) Only in is implicit. 

(c) Eidier 1 or HI is impydt. 

(d) Only n is implicit. 

(e) All are implicit. 

Statement: 

52. More and more people have heart problem these days 
but fewer die of it in conqiarison to the go^ old days. 
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Assumptions: 

I. Medical science has made tremendous progress in 
j treating heart diseases. 

^ n. People in modem age hardly suffer from any ailment 
other dian heart problem. 

m. Quldren of modem era are not bom with as strong 

' a heart as children a century back did. 

(fl) Only I is implicit. (t) Only n is implicit. 

(c) Only in is implicit. (d) All are implicit. 

(e) None is implidt. 

Stutement: 

53. Governor of a State is seeking legal opinion to proceed 
agamst certain persons/ who, according to him had levelled 
"baseless corruption charges against him". 

Assumptions: 

I. The Governor himself is quite ignorant of legal 
proceedings hence he is seeking the opinion of 
experts. 

II. The corruption charges were not baseless and he 
was involved in certain nefarious activities. 

m. The persons inflicting such charges against him had 
no ground for domg so. 

(a) Only I is implicit. .(b) Only 5 . is implidt. 

(c) Only m is implidt. (d) Either n or ui is implidt. 

(e) Only n and ID are implicit 
In.esch question Mow is given an assertion 'A'followed by two 
reasons numbered Rl and Rll Apply the reasons to the assertion and 
mark your answers as under- 

fa) Only Rl and not RII is tite reason for 'A'. 

(b) Only RII and not Rl is the reason for 'A'. 

(c) Both Rl and RH are the reasons for 'A'. 

(<0 Eitiier Rl or RII is the reason for 'A'. 

(e) Neither Rl nor RII is the reason for 'A'. 

51. A. While we here shiver in winter, Australia enjoys bright 
summers. 

1 * 

Rl. The earth goes round the sun, inclined at 23— . 

Rn. Australia is in soutiiem hemisphere. 

(a) □ (b) 0 (c) 0 (d) a (e) 0 

55. A Althou^ hotels serving non-vegetarian dishes serve 
vegetarian food as well, yet strid vegetarians do not like to take 
fo^ in such restaurants. 

RL Vegetarians are not very sure that the dishes have 
not been touched by co<^ preparing non-veg. food 
and tile use of common utensils. 

Rn. Vegetarian dishes in such hotels are more expensive 
than such dishes in a vegetarian hotel. 

(a) 0 (b) 0 (c) a (d) 0 {«) 0 

56. Au The polire and other enfoicemuitagendes are proving 
quite helpless in detecting petrol, diesel and mobile oil 
^ulteretion. 

RL Somecdtitepetrolpumpshavefiddenunderground 
tanks of soNentewhidi cannot be detected. 

RH The content dutt is mixed widipettol has the same 


saar^anllixdts. . 

(a) a (k )0 (c)a. (d )0 

57. A.Ris«beiicfamoinglhdlanlHdbhM^tffh^ 
business complex Is planned according to maaiH-sha'tra 
instractions, the dwelleis remain happy and enjoy p(QS}H‘ 1 

Rl, The ancient wisdom qf risfos h» ftk i 

hence tiiebuiMers have foith inh. 

Rn. The syllabi of ardiitects is based on vaastu-shaslra. 
(a) a (b) 0 (c) (3 (d) a (e) 0 

58. A. Euro Currency, lauiuW on fatiuarytli^pf til# year, 
haselevenmeiid)er-nationsotdywhiletiwoti)ttniti|Mte/)ifEk^^' 
will continue with their established citfiendei jaRuasy 
2002 . , • 

Rl. The otiier group of nations has its wm cmrunon 
currency. 

Rn. The otiier group has not joined fid bieauae the 
inembers warn to observe whedier Rum jsineceaBfhd' 
or not. ■ , 

(a) a (b )0 (c )0 {4^6 

59. A. Environmentalists are making constant ap^ to 
minimise the use of polythene paper, plastic bags «td cmdaiiwnt 

Rl. EataUes paded in tiiese bagsMid oontidneacai^' 
fungus. 

Rn. These bags and containers are not biodi^[ra|jbi>lfl. 
(a) 0 (b) 0 (c) 0 {4)0 le) 0 / 

Qs. 60-65 are based on the jhnugtvfdt ghw Mom At the end 
of the paragraph, some conclusions have bun dianm. On the hssfif'i^ 
the facts stat^ in the passage, mark your answers as wtder; 

(a) The conclusion is absolutely true. 

(b) The conclusion is probably true. 

(c) The conclusion is doubtful as the data provided is 
iiudequate. 

(d) The ccmclusi(Mi i» probably fabe. 

(e) The conclusion is definitdy false. 

Bhagat Singh, unequivocally distinguished between 
revolutionary action and terrorism. According to hiBi,''the 
revolutionary army shall be found amongst farnut and 
factories of India—ireasants and woricers. Once tiiese sleeping 
giants wake up, success shall be assured. Revolution means a 
complete overhaul of the present social 8 txoCI|iitr'mid'> 
estaUkhment of sodalism. For it is necessary to ooninuou^ 
educate the masses and train tiw workers. Revolution,dbas iM’ 
mean tmsfor of power fB«n white rulers to Imowhwgldtdlg^ 
...In tile absence of an awalrened mass base, tiie danger pteviste 
that tiie brown rulers shaU become as tyrannical as tire whRe 
rulers. Revolutkm means workers' rule and notiting dse." „ 

60. The course suggested by Bhagat SSngh is t^'ofAtg#, 
sodallevotatimi. 

{a) a (b )0 (c )0 

61. He sent tills message for tiw massesfow|Mi >,' 

(a )0 (b )0 (c )0 V'^O 

62. If power is givovin the haridaof^iiMtf 
giotqt, tite rulers idwi^heccrnieWnmi^ / Y ' 

(a) 0 (b) 0 (e) 0 W 0 

63. Bhagat Sngh Is not very pssibmf^p^ioait Rie 
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country from white-rule. 

(a) 0 (p) a (c) a (d) a (e) a 

64. He gives diie topmost priority to die awakening of masses, 

(a) 0 (k) a (c) 0 (d) O (e) 0 

65. He did not want any revolution for the social classes 
who were neither peasants nor workers 

(a) a (k) 0 (c) a (d) 0 (e) 0 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (e) AUdwodiers ate devices for goir^ up or coming down. 

2. (e) Westalies are winds, all the others are related to flowing 

water. 

3. (a) Rose is a particular plant, all the others are parts of a 

plant. I 

4. (d) This is connected with Sardar Patel while all die others ' 

are associated with Gandhiji. | 

5. (d) All the others are played with a ball. 

6. (c) Minerva is a goddess, all die others are half-human and 

half-animal imaginary creatures. 

7. (a) AU the odiers are percussion instruments. 

8 . (c) AU the others have horns. 

9. (rO Just as clouds rise horn ocean, ideas originate from brain. 

10. (k) One is associated with die other. 

11. (ft) Both ate geometrical figures widi a di^tence of one side i 

only. I 

12. (k) Both mean the same. 

13. (c) One causes the other, hence object and function i 

relationship. ! 

14. (a) The requir^ virtue is attributed to the subject. 

15. (d) They have theplace and object to be watched relationship. 

16. (c) Tlw words are antonyms. ' 

17. Vaaco-de-Gama was a voyager and discoverer, not an 

inventor. i 


37. (e) 38. (c) 


39. (c) 

40. (e) 


I I ^ 
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The best way to solve the next type ofquestum is by drawing 
diagram of all the probable situations and then reach the fool-proof 
conclusion Let each item be represented by a circle irrespective of its 
size Here are a few examples to provide guidelines. 



18. (d) AU the othos have whole and part relationship, diese 

two are different parts. 

19. (k) AU the odiers are two itons of die same general category. 

20 . (a) AU the others have tool and person relationship. 

21. (c) AU tlw odiers are antcmyms. 

The best way to solve the next set (f ifuestions is by matching 
common letters with common codes. 

22. (d) 23. (k) 24. (k) 25. (e) 

26. (d) 27 (a) 28. (e) 

29-30. Left CDBFAE Right 29. (d) 30. (d) 


31. (a) 

32. (k) 33. (d) 


i I A e » 


34. (e) 
». (e) 
86. (d) 


R^endra 


Kamini + Aivfnd 

-^— 

Mam 

Shyam 


Shapkar 

Tfara 
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49. (c) SO. (e) 51. (ft) 52. (ft) 53. (d) 54. (c) 

55. (a) 56. (c) 87. (a) 58. (e) J9. (b) 

60. (a) Ifo states it plainly. 

61. (c) The information is not provided. 

62. (k) Ihe hint is apparent but the word 'always' gives it die 

shade of prc^iiity. 

63. (e) Hie information is not provided in the passage. 

64. fo) Tim fact is stated pWnfy. 

65. (d) AhhougbitisiKdirieiatjfonedbuttidxdtevidutionBuggests 


53. (ft) 
„59. (k) 


54. (c) 
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Short Nelot 


Nafiemil Nows 

UpPAKItnN 
" ¥i||MyM'< hMork vIsH 
■PIE most unlikely men of peace, Indian 
I Pnme Minister Atal Behan Va)payee 
and Pakistani Pnme Minister Nawaz 
Shanf, who just last year had let the nukes 
do all the talkmg, tned to unravel 50 years 
of confrontation when Vajpayee made a 
histone bus journey to Pakistan on 
February 20,1999 

When Vajpayee crossed the Radcliffe 
line on the Wagah border in the Delhi 
Transport Corporation bus Sada-e-Sarhad 
(call of the bo^er) along with a 
delegation of eminent personalities he 
1 termed it as a defining moment in South 
Asian history 

The bus journey came about in an 
impiomtu respnse by Vajpayee to a 
newspaper interview by Shanf, very 
much outside the protocol of bilateral 
dulogue that had got into a rut 

The Lahore Declaration was one of 
the three documents that emerged at the 
end of talks, the others being a 
Memorandum of Understanding and a 
)omt Statement Under the MoU signed by 
Foreign Secretary K Raghunath and his 
Pakistani counterpart both countries 
I agreed 

L ■ to give advance notification of ballistic 
missile tests 

■ to take measures to avoid accidental or 
unauthorized use of nuclear weapons, 
also to notify each other m case of 
accidental or unauthorized inadent 

■ to review and upgrade communication 

I " I ”" ■ ' .. 

D 0 YouKnoir». 

To prejoct Indio's blue water copabilitioi, 
tho Navy's solo oiicraft comor INS Wraof 
hold monoouvras oast of tho Gulf of 
Hormuz for tho Ironion Navy and tho 
Psreion Gulf for tho UAE on March 9, 
1999. Iho Indian caniai; Uroup Irtdudod 
tho dostroyor INS katwifay, corvolte INS 
k KoroondflooltantterlNSShflM 
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Imks (between the respechve Directors 
General, Military operation). 

■ to abide by their respective unilateral 
moratorium on conducting N-tests 

■ to discuss each other's secunty 
concepts and nuclear doctrme to 
develop measures for confidence' 
building 

■ to sign agreement to prevent incidents 
at sea or air space by vessels or aircraft 

■ to penodicaliy rm'iew the 
implementation of existing confidence- 
building measures 

In the Lahore declaration signed by 

both Pnme Ministers both govonments 

decided. 

■ To mtensify efforts to resolve all issues 
mcluding Jammu and Kashmir issue 

■ to refram from mterfering m each 
other's internal affairs 

■ to intensify composite dialogue process 

V to recognize the nuclear dunension of 

security enviionm«it 

■ to reiterated their determination to 
impleoimt 1972 ^unla agreonent 

4il to recognize the unportance of 
Qiutitelly’agreed Confidence Buildmg 
Mwnuras (CBMs). 

■ (X^nimtment to objectives of umversal 
nuclear disannament 


Under die jomt statement the leaders 
agreed dial 

■ The two foreign mmisters will meet 
periodicaily to discuss all issues of 
mutual cimcetn mcluding nuclear 
issues 

■ Talks on WTO and information 
technology-related issues proposed 

(Also see Special Feature on page 770) 

BUDMT 

Unlrni B«8f«h-19«9-20M 

T he 1999-2000 budget was presented by 
Finance Munster Mr Yashwant Sinha 
on February 27,1999 Analysts 
pointed out that it was budget aimed 
at rural India and betting on reviving 
agriculture It did not have any major 
initiative in infrastructure, industry 
and trade which is not good news for 
the economy It was for the first time 
that budget was presented at 11 a.m. 
breaking the earlier tradition of 
presenting the budget at 12 noon 
Greenwhich Mean Time. 

The budget levwd a 10 per cent 
income tax surcharge for individuals and 
Hindu Undivided Patmlies (HUF) who 
have an annual inopme of over Hs 60,000, 
hiked the price of diesdL raised some 
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postal tariffs and tatioitalized customs 
and excise rates that would dfect, though 
only marginally, prices of most products 
in ini^et place and consequently 
consumer decisions. 

Mr Slnha's proposals will mop up net 
additional revenue of Rs 6324 in indirect 
taxes and Rs 3,100 crore in direct taxes. 
The dieael hike will mop up an additional 


Do You Kronl.. 

The SpHuk monastery is the. seat of 
Kushok Bakula, who is presertHy the 
Indian envoy in Mongolia. With o 
decode olreody put in as ombossodor, 
Kushok Bokulo is the longest surviving 
. IncTian envoy in any Munlry. 


Rs 4954 crore. 

Keeping in mind the economic 
survey which made a strong case for 
downsizing of the government, and 
expenditure control, the government will 
abolish four secretary-level posts. An 
expenditure reforms commission wiU also 
be set up. 

The total budget expenditure is 
estimated at Rs 2,84,003 crore—Rs 77300 
crore for plan aird Rs 237,003 crore for 
non-plan expenditure, the fiscal deficit, 
whi^ reflects the borrowing tequitemorf 
of the government, rose to 5.9 per cent of 
the GDP. 

The fiscal deficit target for the 
coming year has been kept at 4;4 ptif 
amt. 

I^feocK The defence budget for 


1999-2000 has been increased by 11 
per cent over last year's budget. 
Allocation is Rs 45,694 as against Rs 
41,200 crore in the revised estimates 
of 1998-99, amounting to an increase 
of Rs 4,494 crore. After adjusting this 
to an inflation of 4 per cent, the real 
increase is only 6.64 per cent. 

Sbc per cent of the total defence 
budget has been earmarked for Researdi 
and ddvek^ent. 

Agri.c«8|fure: Th«i>Otttlay for 
agriculture and allied activities has 
been raised by 34.5 per cent from lasi 
year. 

A watmhed devefopmeiu fuMlto 

heatupwifiiNAIAra^lltoCit^ ! 

ftates IM raifoniJise irrigt^^ 











There would also be a scheme of one tune 
subsidy and recurring assistance if 
/fanners paitiapate m water 
management 

The corpusof rural infrastructure 
development fund has been mcreased 
from Rs 3000 oore to Rs 3500 crore 

20 lakh ktsan credit cards are to 
be issued which have been raised 
from earlier 6 lakh A new subsidy 
scheme to finance cold storage and 
godowns, which includes a 4 5 lakh 
tonne storage capacity for onions, has 
also been announced 

Subsidies: The total allocation for 
subsidies on account of food and fertilizer 
IS Rs 22,440 crore The amount is up 
almost 13 per cent over last year Rs 8,200 
crore have been allocated for food 
subsidy, Rs 360 crore for sugar subsidy, 
and Rs 13250 crore for fertilizer subsidy 
Of the Rs 13,250 trore earmarked for 
, fertilizer subsidy, Rs 800 crore has been set 
aside for domestically produced urea and 
Rs 700 crore were allocated for imported 
urea 

Annapooma scheme: 10 kg of food- 
grams per month will be given completely 
free to senior citizens who are eligible for 
old age pension, but are not getting it, and 
whose duldren do not reside in the same 
village 

Some analysts are of the view that 
implementation of the scheme may 
encourage rather than stem thp leakages 
m the prevalent PDS system 

^ Do Yoo Kooml.. 

Sn Indian liquor brands are omong the 
list of 110 top selling global liquor 
brands, according to o recent survey by 
Drinks International "Director's Speciol* 
from Show Wallace is the fastest grow¬ 
ing brand in the world with a 98*2% 
growth during the five-year penod 
1993*97 The other Indian brands in the 
lisf ore Diplomat, Md)owelTs No 1, 
Aristocrat and Bagpiper. The volume of 
Indion brands havei grown from 11 3 
miWan coses in 1993 to U 77 million 
coses in 1997 The six brands together j 
ncofdedf growth of 48% over the five- 
year period while 47 intemationoi 
8 bran^ showed odowigum in sdes. 



Housing: The budget lays emphasis 
on tax uubabves to promote housing 
Interest paid on loans for self-occupied 
property has been exempt from tax upto 
ceiling of Rs 75,000, from earlier limit of 
Rs 30,000 The tax holiday available to 
dwellings withm an area of 1000 sq feet 
has been extended to those upto sq 
feet Repeal of Uiban Land Cetimg Act is 
also envisaged, as also simplification of 
foreclosure laws to develop market for 
mortgages, more lending by banks ter 
housing and tax-free status to municipal 
bonds 

Industry and Infrastracture: New 
''competition law is to replace Monopolies 
and Restrictive Trade Piacbces (MRTP) 
Act Drug policy will be reviewed and 
counter-productive controls m Drug 
policy will be abolished The Samll Scale 
Industry (SSI) working capital lunits have 
been hiked A foreign investment 
implementation authority has also been 
set up Information technology and 
software technology have been given a 
boost A ten-year tax holiday for 
industnes m North-east has been 
announced Tax concessions extended to 
mfrastructure and core sectors can be 
availed of for a maximum of 15 years 

Pablic sector: The government has 
fixed a dismvestmoit tai^et of Rs 10,000 
crore through the disinvestment of Public 
Sector Enteiprises (FSEs) The budget also 
allocates Rs 1735 crore Voluntary 
Retirement Sdheme to guarantee salaries 
to wuikere m SKk PSUs VRS would no 
longsr bi^KSfricted to loss-making 
enterprise, but would be extended to 
mar^nally profit-makmg ones too. 

Capital Maiketa: The budget offers a 
substantial package to restore investors' 
oonfidence m the capital market, 
partieulafiy m equi^ Imked open-ended 
mutual funds, including Unit Trust of 
India (UT0> Income from UH and other 
(huhtal will be exempted from 
frtcosM tax. the exan^taon from dreidend 
tax for 1^-64 sdieme of Utl, as Well open- 


ended equity sdieme of other mutual 
funds, will ^ ter three yeais 

Science: The outlay on scioice i$ Rs 
10,240 crore, madung a 20 per cent hike 
over previous year Space has been 
allocated Rs 1(^ crore, a hike of 16 per 
cent, while atomic energy has been 
allocated Rs 1531 crore, a hike of 32 per 
cent 

Gold Scheme- A new gold deposit 
scheme has been announced to mi^ilise 
idle gold from households and vanous 
charitable and religious institutions 
Selected banks would accept gold 
deposits and issue mterest bearmg 
certificate or bonds which on maturity 
could be reclaimed m gold This new gold 
deposit scheme will be exempt from 
uicome and wealth tax 

(A/so see Cover feataie on page 810) 

Railway ladgal 

T he Railway Minister, Mr Nitidi 
Kumar, presented hn second railway 
budget on February 25,1999 The 
highlights of the railway budget 
■ No increase in 2nd class mail, express 
and ordinaiy tram fares and II class 
season tickets 

■ Fares ter AC classes and sleepers to be 
rationalized based on comfort level 
■ Second class sleeper fare for mail/ 
express trains to go up by 9 to 10 per 
cent 

■ AC 3-her and AC 2-tier fare ter 
Ra]dhani and Shatabdi ti-ains to go up 
by upto 18 per cent 
■ 1999-2000 to be 'passenger year' 

■ Rs 200 crore revenue gain from 
passenger fare hike 
■ 4% increase m freight rates all 
commodities 

■ Concession of 25% m frei^t rote upto 
50 km 

■ 4%mcteasetobeappliedc4iparcels 
and luggage scales. 

■ Rs 700 croeeieveRue gam iiom four 
per cent increase m. frmght rate 
■ SpedalpjKkage for steel sector to 
















are not viable if the organisation continues 
heavy subsidisation of passenger fares. 


Fwr padt ilfmd 

I RAN has moved beyond Salman 
Rushdie while defining the parameters 
of its co-operation with India. At the close 
of the joint commission meeting headed 
by the visiting Iranian Foreign Minister, 
Kamal Kharrazi, and the External Affairs 
Minister Jaswant Singh, four agreements 
were signed, that will not only improve 
bilateral ties but also increase Indian 
presence in Caitral Asia. 

Two instruments of ratification, one 
bilateral maritime commercial navigation 
agreement with Iran and another tripartite 
trade and transit treaty with Iran and 
Turkmenistan, were exchanged. 

A memorandum of understanding on 
identifying new areas of bilateral co¬ 
operation was also signed as well as an 
agreement on regular and structured 
foreign office contacts betwe^i the 
countries. 

To remove constraints in bilateral 
trade, the Exim Bank of India has 
arranged a line of credit of $ 20 million for 
one year, to facilitate import of different 
products. 

India's trade and transit agreement 
with Iran and Turkmenistan is significant 
in a numbinr of ways. Rrst, the Central 
Asian republics are a growing market for 
both consumer and engineeering products 
from India. More important imppeation is 
the beginning of co-operation on 
pipelines fiuough Tui^enistan ^ Iran. 
Turkmenistan is one of foe beneficiaries of 
foe Caspian Sea oil attd gas reserves. Snee 
Afghanistan and Pakistan are not reafly 
viable conduits for India, there has bem . 
an effort to run p4)elinesfiQm . 
Turkmepistan, thiougb ban, ' . 

, BHidietal trade iN^een India and 


Iran is roughly $ 750 million with the 
balance of trade heavily in Iran's favour. 

IIHAR 

CmIivI nri* NsrvkMl 

T he B.J.P.-led coalition government had 
to bow to the ruthless logic of numbers 
game and decided on March 8,1999, to 
revoke President's rale in Bihar, instead of 
going in for a losing battle in foe Rafya 
^bha. 

The Rabri Devi government was re¬ 
instated on March 9,1999. 

President's rule had been imposed on 
February 12,1999 following the receipt of 
Bihar Governor's report in which he had 
drawn the attention of the Centre towards 
declining law and order situation in the 
State. 

While the Central Government was 
able to get the approval of the Lok Sabha, 
after the Telugu Desam party decided to 
supprt the ratification, it could not 
convince the Congress to support it in foe 
Rajya Sabha, where foe ruling coalition is 
in minority. 

This was first time in the historyof' 
independent India that the Centniltule 
had to be revoked. ' ' ■ 

Ironically, foe lack of requisite 
numbers in Houses of Pariiament 

was one of foe points raised by President 
Narayanan last Septemter, when lie had 


government to dismiss Rabri Dm. this 
time foe government was forced to cite 
this very reason fox revocation. . 


rryn 7 t ^ ' 1 1 ' 


gjlAHARASHtRA has become die first 
Pllfitate in foe coimti^ to praihul^ 
'an'ordinSnee to ^trbl oi^imi^ 0(ifoe.'^ 
Tito oifoiumcdrtifokfo 
.down on oiganijradtiriffie to foeSfatto, tfois 
eigitod by PraskWXJl Narayanan on 
















Febniaiy 1999. 

CaOed the MahaiariibB Contid ol 
^ .Oigaoiaed Otoe Oidinano^ 1999, it has 
'come into immediate effect 
throughout the State. The ordinance 
permits the police to take action 
against individual or groups involved 
in organised crime. The punishment 
extends firom three years 
imprisonment to capital punishment. 
The police will be permitted to record 
threats issued on telephone or mobile 
phones and use them as evidence 
against the criminals. To check 
misuse, however, several provisions 
have been made. 

Before the case is registered, die 
deputy police supetinteident will have to 
ve^ it. The police superintendent will 
have to confirm the statement of the 
accused. The permission of the additional 
Director General of Police or the Home 
Secretary will be necessary before orders 
are issu^ to tap die telefdioneiof a 
suspect. 



to improve the image of the patty in State 
with Mr trump card Gamang's integrity 
and abr^city. Howeveiv nuuu^ing a 
faction^den party in State rerjuires die 
leader to hove a lot of shrewdness and 
manipulative tactics. Analysts point out 
that Gamang may find the Chid 
Minister's seat too hot for him, with 
powerful foctional leaders trying to 
destabilize him at earUest opportunity. 

Mr Gamang has been a Union 
Minister before and enjoys the distinction 
#f winning Koraput Lok Sabha seat since 
1971. Mr Gamang has never been elected 
in die State legislature. 

Mucuiffun 


mouufH umui 

■HE historic bido-Sri Lanka free trade 
I agreement sufieied a au^r setback 
foUowing India's decision notto aObw 
duty*free import Of tea and ndiber fimn 
Larika. 

Accords^ to Sd Laiikm officials, tea and 
rubber make tg> 80 pet cent d Sri Lanka 
eiqxids to d« gjkM maita and idth hidia 
putting diese te the negatiw list, the ftee-trad^ 
pact hm little value for diem. 

The agreement had been signed by 
die Prime Ministers of the two coundies 
on December 28,1998, ove^ruling strong' 
ol^ections from industry on both sides. 


J^IRIDHAR Gamang hm taken charge 
liras die new Chief Minister of Orissa 
after Mr }.B. Patnaik handed over his 
resignation to Governor, Dr C. 

Rangan^ 

Mr Patnaik resigned m die directions 
of Congress patty presidoit Sonia Gandhi, 
while owning ipoi^ responsibility for the 
spate of violet incidents, induding 
attacks-on Christians in the State. 

Mr Patnaik had assumed office in 
March 19%, for die third time, and has 
served for ^ longest period of 14 years, 
in three terms, since 1^. 

In November 1989 also, Mr Patnaik 
had res^;ned on moral grounds when 
Omgiess riiowed a dismal performance in 
die LMc Sdiha dections. 

Analysis say that Congress is hoping 


DotteKmL. 

The longest re pstwey in Asio, maosuring 
3.96 has from Joshimllh to AuB, started 
fonctlonl n g fram Mnudiy 25, 1999, If 
hpd been stoftod In 19^ but hod bean 
dbagdin KWotbwoace ndd ato d don- 
oamut far oubk use. 


lilwii nmiviiM nw ipviotj 9*** 


MdiE draft national agricultural policy 
I has been completely revamped, 
following die recognition of tlw fact diat 
the earlier draft was merely a goieral 
statement of intwit, rather than a policy 
with specific measures. 

The revamped policy begins widi a 
declaration diat it aims to promote a long¬ 
term anmial form output growth rate of at 
least four per cent 

The area of concern, oudined by die 
policy, is the fact that the growth in 
agdoiltural ou^wt dnce the 80s has been 
accompanied by an increasing levd of 
input subsidies, mddng it financially non- 
vidHe 

The policy focuses «t measures to 
rsvan^i sgrici;^al credit and institutions 
oeate form produce storage fodiities and 
processing united a strong fonn marketing 
infwtructure and the eMension of powe^ 
uid roarfo in rural areas. 

OMier area of focus in the poficy are 
food pieserviihMi and processing to add 
vahie and prevent waste of peridubies, as 


nattnal siMtance fo^ Budt as piddes. 


lOUCMION 


S TATES widi highest per capita income 
are ^lending the least proportion of 
their domestic product on education, 
according to a study by the Planning 
Commission. 

Punjab, die State with the highest per 
capita incoirw, spent 163 per cent of its 
State Domestic Product (^P) on 
education in 1996-97. Another prosperous 
State, Maharashtra, q>ent 193 per cent of 
its SDP. Kerala, the country's first fully 
literate State, spent 6J2 per cent of tts 
SDP in the same period. 

fii UP, it was a dismal 3.75 per cent, 
while V^fe8t Bengal set aside only 3.18 per 
cent of its SDP rm education. The NbrA 
Eastern States have dl done wdl on this * 
score, spending between &6. p«r oeid 
(Assam) and 12.1$ p»ctot (K^ura) of 
their SDP on education. 

The deputy dudtenurt of jHarming 
Commission has proposed dwt$IMes 
with an expenditule of Isis then 6 per cent 
of ^Pdioi^stiivtto Mtadi diat figure 
whfie die odwrs ahmdd tty to touch 10 
pec cent of SDP, 










piogramntes. 

The Nation^ Literacy Mission aims 
to make 100 millkm people functionally 
Uterate in toe age gr^ of 15^, in a 
tone-bound manner. Swetai steps have 
been takmt to revamp and re-orient toe 
adult-literacy programmes which include 
the enhanced focus on female literacy^ 
greater involvement of panchayati raj 
institutions and non-govemmental 
organisation, strSi^toening of State 
resource centres aid opening of skramiX; 
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biiif this given green signal to 
leetonb^e cortUruction of the Narmada 




OiVPlIOCIXIIi floQ D€fll Sloppy 

at toedam ans folbvving a petition 
agdnsi it Mei^ l^atJw's Namuds 
fisdkto>tttfoise. 

The jpe^himpeiBiitted toe 
govemnmpttoiakie toecbm's hei^ to 85 
Dk Aoin tofriminttfOOiS m. But accmdum 


•T-^ 'T7i• ni’M^T.rjiV-lWriJ.* 7 : 


toetta^t!vd|;ejfm<ftiiw toe- 


<n7ii"TTri <11 iT3:^. j.Trjfn'Tr 


110 ni Expi^atQilltot to 


Frima Minmar Albl MmH Vajpevif 
oosiad the BaihM Inkt th«t dhhiaa 

if^ip Ofm nnmw j? opn DPiQiR 

' iilMinadB-aa4' f j i W ^ -iiBd^^ 
idop history Mtf t# Wtwit 
'^wuM nwict«rMrbaginntnsF 
'sidda *lho biMamms of the jport.* 
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inonase toe hei^t of toe dam further will 
depend on the progress made in Relied 
mid RehabtotaticHi (8 & Remeasures of 
todac Bkeiy to'he displaced by toe dam.-A 
three-member Government committee, 
Gdevmice Redressal Autoority (GRA) will 
submit tlw report to the court b^ote toe 
next hearing oh April 16. 

The government is optimistic about 
getting dearance for 110 m emee the report 
is sttomitted. What complicates, the issue, 
howevei; is that a majority of the persons to 
be displaced faB in nnghbouring Madhya 
Prade^ vrtiich shares toe Nannada basin 
waters with Gujarat and unless the two 
States co-operate on rehabilitation efforts, no 
major headway is likdy. 

uwpemr 

W o Hw r am ho mtard gmrdlm, 
K 




I mother her due place in the Hindu 
Minority and Guardianship (HMG) Act, 
by ruling that boto mother and father 
would be treated as natural guardian of 
their minor child. 

Section 6 (A) of the Act says "In the 
case of a boy or an unmarried girl, toe 
guardiandiip rests with the father and, 
after him, the mothei^ provided that toe 
custody of a minor wh6 has not 
completed the age of five years shall 
otdlMrfiy be with toe motoer." 

This judgement came in reaction to a 
petition filed by writer Geeta Hariharan. 
^ had dialloiged Section 6(A) of toe Act 
when the Reserve Bank of India 
refused to entertain an application 
given by her seeking certain relief 
bonds in the name of her minor child 
on the ground that the Hindu 
Minority and Guardianship Act only 
recognised toe father as the natural 
guardian. The other petition was by 
Vandana Shiva, who during her 
divorce proceedings with her 
husband, claimed maintenance for 
herself and her minor child but the 
father claimed that he was the sole 
natural guardian of the child. . 

The iqsex court said toat gender 
e^lify Isjone ^ toe bade pi^idples of 
ourCc«tt#utionandtotoeeventof toe ‘ 
wpi^ ^aftar'hi Section 6 (A) is to be read 
to meaif disqualification of h niotoer to act 
a^itgqiirdian during the lifofiine of toe 



fathei^ toe same would definitely run 
counter to basic requirement of toe 
constitutional mandate and would lead to 
a differentiation between male and 
female. 

Interpreting Section 6(A) in a manner 
to keep it in toe ambit of constitutional 
validity, the SC said, "the word Adter' 
means 'in the absence of', the word 
'absence' therein referring to father's 
absence from the care of the minor's 
property or person for any reason 
whatever." 


TlMgOlailMMl 

A s part of New Delhi's look-east policy, 
India and Myanmar have begun the 
journey towards increasing co-operation 
in areas of economy,’trade, commerce, 
t^hnology, investment and security. 

This initiative is evident from Foreign 
Secretary K. Raghunath's visit to Yangon 
in February, 19W. This was the first 
Foreign Secretary^level visit since Mr J.N. 
Dixit visited Myanmar six years ago. A 
broad-based dialogue, having long-term 
impact in terms of better relafions and 
understanding each other's security 
concerns, has commenced. One major 
aspect of this engagement was to initiate 
co-operation to check cross border 
insug^icy. India is also working overtime 
to build a key strategic highway in 
Myanmar. This highway, which is likely to 
be completed by the turn ®f century, will 
link national highway 39 to toe road 
network in Myanmar. 


nucoMi , 

ftto, MO MlM a hahu J / 

T he Telecom Regulatory Autoority of 
India (TRAI) has annoimced sweeping, 
changes in toe existing tariff structure. 

Tlw new nrtes are now more in afignm^t 
wito global practice The new rates, 
effective from April 1,1999, oivisage 45 
per cent reduction in STD rates ai^ up to 
55 per cent in ISD rates. Or the other: 
iu^, monthly rentals wUl go up by as 
mudi a$ 65 per cent. The lo^ call tariff 
for iQW-^ users will also go iq> by 
^per cnt. Cdlular phone monthly i, 

; rentals biyi al^ been metetsedto ^.,6pK‘ 
pet fflonto,im RelS6«l^^ 



minute. 
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HHE ninth sununit of Group of 15 
I developing nations was held on 
February 10,1999 at Montego Bay, 
Jamaica. 

The leaders sharply attacked 
International Monetary Fund for its bias 
against developing nations and 
demanded a divisive role for them in any 
negotiations for restructunng the global 
financial system. 

Led by host, Jamaican Prime Minister 
P.J. Patterson, leaders called for urgent 
reforms in the global financial system to 
check widening poverty levels and soaal 
tension in the develi^ing world, as a 
result of globalisation and liberalisation. 

They also asked for mechanism to 
safeguard and monitor volatility of capital 
flows which have been heart of the East 
Asian currency meltdown, and crisis faced 
by Russia and some Latin American 
countries. 

However, at the end of the 
summit, the G-15 gave up the 
confrontationist course and called for 
setting up of a mechanism for a 
dialogue with developed West to 
reform global financial system. 

A joint communique of G-15 


Do Yoa Kook.. 

Tha World Bonk has approved a $210 
miHfon loon to fund energy sector 
reforms in Andhra Prodesh. It was the 
first non-humanitarian advance for India 
since the sanctions ogainst the country 
after the nudeor explosions conducted 
by it in AAoy, 1998. The World Bank has 
looiwd $1.4 billion since the blasts, but 
the money wont into agriculture and 
heoW) core and not for the energy sec¬ 
tor or structural referms. 
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ki 1087, lAdki itood't^ an^g ifw lop 20 rodp^ of intijM*' 
Mt 4 pgri$.Th«lottf voqiddiion by 

Thkf ftel hftt bbeh oM in Ifw 1098 War Ekibk ol ^Qddtdm Interil^^ 

BMearch Ins8tul« fSlPf^. 

Tho lop purdiasar d arrho was ^wdi Aidiia, wiA purdiasas worth 0,834 ntffion 
(ktfsre. Other ntdkma aboua bidb wereilliilwan ^238 rniyoit doBaie), Turkey {7.Q12fl#on 
ddlars), Egypt (8,^ nnKpn dollars}, South i^aa (5,34$ rriilKoh doBai^, China ($,CS3 
mWon dolant) fmd Japan (4J^ mWon doBars). 

Pakkdan was 1481. with purchases worth 2,9^ iniirKMi dollars. 

The top auppUme between and 1997 ware; USA, Rusda, UK, France, Germariy 

and China, ki diet order. 


countries stressed on a need for a rule- 
based monitoring mechanism to supervise 
large financial market players. 

The communique also said that there 
should be coherence between World Trade 
Organisation and international financial 
institutions in decision-makmg to avoid 
imposition of additional or cross 
^nditional ties. 

The group also urged Rome-based 
International Labour C^anisation (ILO) 
to launch comprehensive employment 
strategy. 

The communique came after India 
succeeded in bringmg about consensus 
and reconciled extreme positions taken by 
members. 

Eariier, leaders of Malaysia and host 
Jamaica had plugged for a 
confrontationist approach, while 
delegation heads of Egypt and Peru 
wanted a soft approadi. 

N February 20,1999, leaders of G-7 
nations gathered in Bonn, Germany, 
for a summit on global economic strate^. 

This summit was held in the 
backdrop of slowing economic growth in 
Europe and aimed at approving modest 
proposals to avert turmoil in global 
ma^ts. 

One of proposals drawn up by 
German Bunde^ank President 
Tletmayei; which was considered by G-7, 
is of creating a 'financial stability forum'. 

The proposal, which is an answer to 
financial crisis in Asia, Russia and Latin 
America, over die last two years, foresees 
regular meetings of a group of around 40 
(rf world's fina^l supervisory experts. 

These experts would swap 
information and try to head off looming 


problems. This would help the 
International Monetary Fund to examine 
countries' position in more targeted 
fashion, to see where improvement was 
needed. 

In a communique issued after a one- 
day meeting, G-7 Finance Ministers and 
Central Bank chiefs announced a major 
drive to speed up debt relief for die 
world's poorest countries and promised to 
strike a deal before die Cologne sumndl in 
June, 1999. 

But, the ministers avoided discussion 
of the vexed issue of the sale of some of 
International Monetary Fund's (IMF) gold 
reserves to finance any debt write off. 

The progress on debt relief was 
possible because of support of German 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder. The 
previous government of Helmut Kohl had 
resisted such a change. 

Schroeder wants to shorten die six- 
year policy track record diat countries 
must establish before they qualify for debt 
relief. 

Britam supports this but also wants a 
relaxation of criteria on d^t levels and 
fiscal position countries have to meet. 

France wants the scheme to cover a 
greater proportion of debt udiile US and 
Britain want to sell some IMF gold to pay 
for extra write-offs. 

Meanwhile, Germany, the current 
Chairman of G-7, has called for a 
meeting of the top officials of a 
grouping of 33 countries (G-33), 
including G-7, to discuss the entire 
gamut of international fiitandal 
architecture and evolve a steategy to 
regulate world currency and financial 
markets and to avoid financial crisis. 

India, whkli has been in die forefront 
in calls for overhauling the gidial 
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financial institutions, is one of the 
developing countries invited to participate 
in the discussions. 

New Delhi believes that a revamped 
financial architecture should address the 
need for a "genuine global lender of last 
resort" and to examine the extra-ordinary 
risks involved in cross-border lending and 
borrowing besides recognising country 
specific fiscal and monetary policies. 

India has also made it known that it 
would push for h "radical change" in the 
- approach and functioning of global 
com’mcrcial banks, while seeking a 
restructuring of the World Bank and the 
IMF. 

Swanil 

T he second summit of the eight 
developing Muslim countries was held 
in Dhaka, Bangladesh on March 1-2, IW. 
Thdlnaitr emphasis of the summit was on 
finding ways to expand trade among the 
member<ountries. 

The "Developing Eight", or the D- 8 , 
comprise eight populous members of the 
Organisation of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC)—Turkey, Iran, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Nigeria, Egypt, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh. It was launched in 1997 
and the first summit was held in 
Istanbul, Turkey. 

Increased cooperation in some 
specific areas for accelerating commercial 
and technological progress among these 
nations is the basic objective for this new 
economic bloc. They have already 
identified several projects which the 
foreign ministers in their meeting prior to 
the summit, reviewed and also explored 
new fields of cooperation. The summit 
was capped by the adoption of the Dltaka 
Declaration, that outlines the future 
priorities and actions for the D -8 member- 
nations. 


Do You Know... 

The Railway Minister Niiish Kumar hos 
• declared 1999-2000 as the "passenger 
year" to provide reliable and better serv¬ 
ices. At least one station in each division 
would be mode a model station where 
higher level of passenger facilities vnll 
be provided. Selected passenger termi¬ 
nals would be upgraded. 


Tunar 

Kunllih reM ImhImp caplWMl 

T urkey, on February 16,1999, 
managed to capture Kurdish guerrilla 
chief and the leader of separatist party 
PKK, Abdullah Ocalan, who along with 
his separatist followers has been Fighting 
the Turkish authorities for last 14 years. 

His capture ignited a Europe-wide 
wave of Kurdish demonstrations, directed 
largely against Greece, who earlier had 
secretly sheltered Ocalan, before he was 
passed through the hands of Kenyan 
authorities to those of Turkey. 

In protest against his capture, 
Ocalan supporters took hostages at 
Greek missions in some European 
countries and also threatened mass 
suicides. 

More than 29,000 people have died in 
fighting between Turkish troops and 
Ocalan forces, mostly in Turkey's Kurdish 
south east. Ocalan has lived in exile since 
1980. 

Later, Turkey vowed to give Ocalan a 
fair trial and Turkish Prime Minister 
Bulcnt Ecevit dismissed the concerns of 
European countries over the trial, even as 
United States described Ocalan as a 
"terrorist". 

Earlier, Ocalan had alleged that 
although US supports autonomy for 
Kurds in Iraq and enforces it by a no-fly 
/.one, Turkey being a NATO ally is, 
however, treated differently. Also, while 
Turks view him as a terrorist, Kurds 
scattered all over the world view him as a 
freedom fighter. 

Ocalan may possibly face the death 
penalty under treason charges. 

UIA 

ClInlMi MquhtMl 

U .S. President Bill Clinton was 

acquitted on February 12,1999, at his 
Senate trial on two articles of 
impeachment. 

The first impeachment article, 
charging Clinton with perjury, was lost 55 
to 45, with 10 Republican Senators opting 
to vote against it. The second charge of 
obstruction of justice, ended in an even 
50-50 split with 5 Republicans crossing 
party lines. 

The acquittal was politicdly 
significapt. The conservative Republicans, 
who had hoped to remove him from 


office, could not even muster a simple 
majority against him, leave akme the 67 
vote, two-third majority needed for his 
conviction. 

The Senate also rejected (56 to 43) a 
move to force a censure motion that 
would have rebuked Clinton for 
"shameful, reckless and indefensible 
behaviour". 

Many of those who voted to acquit 
Clinton made it clear that they were not 
condoning the President's evasions. But 
they felt that the fallout from a personal 
sexual relationship did not constitute the 
kind of high crimes that the framers of tl 
Constitution had intended as a norm for 
removal. 

Even, some Democrats cautioned th 
he should not view his acquittal as 
political vindication.’This was the first 
impeachment to be conducted under the 
independent counsel law enacted after tl 
Watergate scandal. Paradoxically, the 
impeachment drive has left the 
Republican Party with record lows in 
public ppularity and Clinton with somi 
of the highest job approval ratings of his 
Presidency. 

Many Senators, belonging to both 
parties, now maintain that House of 
Representatives had made a grievous 
error in forwarding impeachment article 
to the Senate. 

Meanwhile, Congressman Henry 
Hyde, chairman of the House 
Judiciary Committee, cautioned 
Independent Counsel Kanneth Starr 
not to bring criminal indictment 
against Clinton, now that the Senate 
had acquitted him. 


Uani 


IDMINU TRIATY 
M MunlrlM ratify tha low 

O N March 1,1999, a landmark 
convention banning Anti-Personnel 
Mines (APMs) became international law 
when 86 countries ratifie3T^^4ifmore 
than the required number. 

The 1997 Ottawa treaty prohibits us< 
stockpiling, production ot transfer of 
landmines. It was signed by 136 countrie 
India is not party to the treaty, citing 
security reasons and militancy from aero 
the border. 

Millions of mines are seattered over 
70 countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, Whsi 
Asia and the Americas. In the last two 
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decades over a million people have been 
killed or injured by mines. Out of these, 
7 over 600,000 were civilians. 



functions of civilisation. But where the 
smooth operation of nuclear reactors, 
early warning systems and missile launch 
protocols are concerned, there is extreme 
cause for alarm. 

A US military mission has begun 
talks with Russian counterparts into 
Moscow gauging the extent of the danger 
and finding solutions. But the historic 
suspicion between Moscow and 
Washington remains a huge obstacle and 
time is running out. 


China votoM roMlvIlan m 
Mocodonla 

I RKED by Macedonia establishing 
diplomatic ties with Taiwan, China has 
vetoed a UN resolution proposing a 
further six-month extension to a 
peacekeeping force in Macedonia, a 
former Yugoslav republic. 

This was the first time that a 
peacekeeping mission had been vetoed 
despite the fact that Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan had recommended extension 
of the mandate. 

Thirteen of the fifteen members ot the 
Security Council voted in favour of the 
resolution, but Russia abstained. 

The veto also evoked calls for reform 
of the Security Council, including limiting 
the use of veto power which five 
permanent members have. 

TTie UN force was established to 
prevent spill-over of Bosnian war into 
Macedonia which has borders with now 
volatile Kosovo and Albania. 

CNINA-UfA 

Ha|h«f' Solalllto mI* 4mI 
Uai^oil 

T he US rejected a $ 450 million .satellite 
deal which was to take place between 
an American company, Hughes Space and 
Communication Corp., and a Chinese-led 
consortium, over fears that sensitive US 
military technology would get into the 
hands of China's army. 

It was the first time that a satellite 
deal with Beijing was blocked and could 
further strain diplomatic ties between the 
two super powers. It also puts into doubt 
future satellite sales and could strip US 
companies of their dominant position in 
the billion dollar satellite market. 

Estimates put the number of satellite 


launches planned in the next 10 years to 
more than 1000 and analysts said the 
United States could launch 30 to 40 per 
cent of these. 

Meanwhile, on March 1,1999, US 
Secretary of State, Ms Madeleine Albright, 
during her visit to China, said that the 
Clinton administration will not link 
progress on human rights to China's 
efforts to join WTO. She, however, 
deplored the Chinese crackdown of 
dissidents. 

wro 

Financial sarviens pod comm into 
forco 

A global trade pact, opening 
banking, securities and 
insurance markets further to 
foreign companies became 
effective from March 1, 1999. 

This pact on financial services 
was concluded in December 1997, 
when 71 member-countries of the 
Geneva-based World Trade 
Organisation (WTO), including India, 
agreed to relax or eliminate 
restrictions on foreign banks and 
other financial institutions. 

Developing countries will benefit 
from inflows of capital and financial 
expertise brought in by foreign 
investors. 

All the 133 member-States of the 
WTO can avail themselves of the wider 
opening of the financial markets which 
will grow in both volume and scope as 
foreign investment is attracted by these 
markets. As estimated 95 per cent of the 
world's financial services activities will 
open wide to participation by foreign 
companies. 

WTO director general Renato 
Ruggiero said that at a time of 
instability m global financial markets, 
the financial services agreement 
provided a solid foundation for 
improvement of financial practices, 
enlarging the pool of capital available 
to businesses and consumers, and 
increasing transparency of financial 
operations around the World. 

The agreement brings tn^ in the 
financial services sector worth trillbns of 
dollars under the WTO's multilateral 
rules, on a ^rmanent and most favoured 
nations ba»s. 





Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

AIIMS: All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences 

ATC; Air Traffic Controller 
CDIL- Central Depository India Ltd 
IBEF: India Brand Equity Fund 
NSDL' National Securities Depository 
Ltd 

^AYS; YEARS 

^ Railway Minister Nitish Kumar has 
proposed to declare 1999-2000 as the "Pas¬ 
senger Year" for better services for passen¬ 
gers. 

AWARDS 

< Grammy Awards 

L AURYN HiU's "The MiseducaHon of 
Lauryn Hill" received 5 awards at the 
41st Grammy Awards for best album, best 
new artist, best rhythm and blues album, 
best female rhythm and blues performance 
and best song for "Doo Wap (That thing.)" 
She broke the record for most Crammys 
given to a female, which was earlier held 
by Carole King in 1971. 

Best female pop singer and best 
record of the yean Celine Dion for the 
theme from Titanic, "My heart will go on." 

Best pop album: Madonna for "Ray 
of Light". 

Best short form music video: Ma¬ 
donna. 

Best rock album: Sheryl Crow for 
"Globe Sessions". 

Best female vocal: Alanis Morissette 
for "Uninvited". 

Best male pop singer Eric Clapton 
for "My Father's Eyes". 

Best male rock vocal: Lenny Kravitz 
for "Hy Away". 

Best pop duo or group: The Brian 
Setzer Oix^stra for "Jump Jive An' Wail." 

ILK. Birla Foundation Award, 1999 
Anil Kumble is the recipient of the 
award. 


^ta Mangeshkar Award, 1999 
i/R ^nSIC director lilayaraja is the recipi- 
IVient of the Lata Mangeshkar Aw^ 
instituted by Madhya Pradesh government. 
He is the 15th recipient of the award since 
it was instituted in 1984 

National Award for popularising 
science 

M A. Sethu of Bangalore has been givai 
he national award for popularising 
of science by the National Council of Sci¬ 
ence and Technology Communication 
(NCSTC). 

Bijoy Krishna Dev Sharma of ^lillong 
was given the national award for the best 
coverage in the mass media, for his efforts 
in popularising science. 

R.D. Birla Awards, 1996 and 1998 

P I.M. Udani and D.V Balasubramaniam 
were given the RD Birla Awards for 1996 
and 1998, respectively. The 1996 award was 
given for development and research in 
paediatrics and the 1998 award for work 
in brain surgery using stereotoctic surgery. 

/^aswati Samman, 1998 

S ANKHAGho^, ^e Bengali poet, is the 
recipient of the Saraswati Samman, for 
his collection of poems "Gandharba 
Kabitaguccha." 

^ankar Puruskar, 1998 
QHASHI Prabha Kumar has been chosen 
^or the 1998 Shankar Puruskar: 

BOOKS 

An Actor's Journey 

T he autobiography of actor Saeed 
Jaffrey, which has attracted controversy 
as it contains lurid details of his various 
affairs. 

Ancien t Ind ia in Historical Outline 
TADinTEN by DN. Jha, the book ex- 
V V plodes several myths of history. He 
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says that ancient Indians did not Blink o 
themselves as Hindus and there was no such 
thing as 'Hindu India'. It was Mill, who di' 
vided Indian history into Hindu, MuslimaiK 
British periods and sowed the seeds of com 
munal hatred. In order to set things right, thi 
period of Indian Nstoiy should be redefinec 
along social and economic changes and no 
along politicoHlynastic lines. 

A Double Life 

T he autobiography of ad-man anc 
theatre personality Alyque Padamsee, 
written witii Anm Prabhu. 

f/A Thousand Suns 
TA TRITTEN by Dominique Lapierre, il 
V Y is full of fascinating tales about his 
travels and exploits as top reporter for the 
French magazine, Paris Match. 

The Crisis of Global Capitalism 
T ApOTTEN by the billionaire ffnanciei 
V V George Soros, the book says that w« 
cannot assume tiie self-correcting stability 
of the global financial system. He says that 
there have to be rules to govern the etlec- 
tive functioning of the marketplace. 

i^e Politics of Crime and Conuption 
TERMER CBI Officer NX. Singh joins 
X the list of bureaucrats writing about 
crime and corruption. 

Dr Strangelove, I Resume 
TATRITTEN by Michad Foot, itis scath- 
V V inglycritk^ of the Wsst ignoring tlw 
significance of the risk of the new inde- 
p^ent India and Bve msnner in which 
Kashmir issue has been seen by die US and 
Britaiit 

^CYBERSPACE 

A fiery ball on the Internet landscape 
TA7^ the recent release of J/ni, a new 
V V netwmrkmg technology Iwatihred- 
Sun mkrosystettis has laundied fini, die 



newest and most favourite brainchild of 
co*founder and Chief Scientist, Bill Joy. 

'fechnically, Jini is a networking infra¬ 
structure layer designed as a veneer of ]m 
code, tesidi^ on a Java Vriual Machine, to 
facilitate mutual coirununication. In 
plainspeak, it is a networking technology 
that allows dsparate devices to easily com¬ 
municate. All that is required is to plug diem 
into a network and they start talking. 

DEFENCE 

lAF displays firepower at Pokharan 

T he Pokharan stretch of the Thar desert 
was battered by more than 18,000 
tonnes of TNT on March 7,1999, as com¬ 
bat aircraft and attack helicopters of the 
Indian Air Force carried out the biggest- 
ever exercise of live bombing, using for the 
first time air-to-air and surface-to-air mis¬ 
siles. 

Vayushakh-99, showcased the lAFs 
tremendous fire power, strategic capabil¬ 
ity and preparedness. 

For the first time, Vayusluikh became a 
joint operation with the Indian Army join¬ 
ing in a show of strength that covered a 
broad cross-section of weapon systems and 
delivery techniques that the lAF employs. 

The demonstration took more than a 
month of intense planning preparation, 
practice by air crew and hard work by 
engineers as well as the armament techni¬ 
cians on whom the serviceability of the 
airaaft and weapons systems depend. 

Almost all branches of the lAF contnh- 
uted to the mission ranging from radar op¬ 
erators and air traffic controllers who 
ccmtrolled die large number of aircraft at 
varyinghigh speed within the sameaii space. 

PERSONS 
King Hnssein 

lyiNG Hussrin of Jordan who died on 
J\February 7, 1999, and traced his lin¬ 
eage to Prophet Mohammed, played a key 
role in the Middle East peace process. 
Under his leadership die firinge State of 
Jordan grew to a widely respected king¬ 
dom for its moderating i^uence in the oil- 
rkh region. 

Bomotn Noveirdier 14,1923, he inher- 
itedt’Oe Mogdom in 1952 at dte age of 17 
whcnk^gramlladierAbdullah was killed. 
He emeig^ as die undisputed leadeii sur¬ 


viving 27 assassination attmqris. He tried 
to resolve many dilutes between warrmg 
Arab States and during the 1990-91 Gulf 
crisis, he made efforts to affect an Iraqi 
withdrawal and restore Kuwait's sover¬ 
eignty. 

Lapierre, Dominique 

B EST-selling French writer who has co¬ 
authored ^ks like Treedom at Mid¬ 
night' and 'O Jerusalem', he is now in¬ 
volved in changing the poor in Calcutta. 
The proceeds of his latest book, 'A Thou¬ 
sand Suns' which has been published re¬ 
cently, will go to the poor in Sunderbans. 
He has so far rescued 9000 leprosy-affected 
children, eradicated tuberculosis in 1200 
villages and dug 540 drinking water 
tubewelis in Sunderbans. It was after meet¬ 
ing Mother Teresa that his priorities 
changed and he turned to humanitarian 


PLACES 

Wagah 

T he place at the India-Pakistan border 
near Amritsar, where the Radcliff line 
divides the two countries, it was the scene 
of a military spectacle when Prime Minis¬ 
ter Atal Behari Vajpayee crossed to Paki¬ 
stan on his historic visit to that country on 
February 20, 1999. For long, Wagah has 
been known for soldiers at both sides of 
the border conducting simultaneous flag¬ 
raising (Reveille) in the morning and flag¬ 
lowering (Retreat) ceremonies in the 
evening. After lowering the flags, the gates 
are closed only to be re-opened the next 
morning for the hoisting, while onlookers 
on both sides witness the sp^tade. 

RESEARCH 

Fhysidsts slow down the speed of 
light 

A Danish physicist has suceeded in 
lowing down ffie speed of light. Dr 
Lene V^teigaard, working at the Rowland 
Institute for Science in Cambridge, Massa¬ 
chusetts, and die Harvard University, used 
Bose-Einstein condensate to stall ttie light 
to as low as approximately 71 km an hour 
(17 BietPes per second). The condensate is 
named, after Indian scientist Satyendra 
Nadi Bose (1894-1974) and Mbert Einstein 
who theori^ its existence. 


The speed of light in a vacuum is 
3 x 108 metres per second (about 
300,000 km a second). 

The Bose-Einstein condensate is a 
'macroscopic' cluster of atoms cooled to 
temperatures approaching absolute zero. 
The ultra-cold teirqieratures were achieved 
by ‘lasers and evaporative coolmg'. 

In the condensate, the atoms are vir¬ 
tually immobilised because of the low tem¬ 
peratures and barely move. As a result diese 
atoms merge into superatoms sharing the 
same functions. 

Cyclone-prone States 
’ I WE brunt of destruction and damages 
X caused by cyclones hitting the East 
Coast are mainly borne by lAfest Bengal and 
the coastal belt of Orissa though the inten¬ 
sity of nature's fury was the severest on 
the Andhra Pradesh coast. 

Orissa, however^ remained the most 
cyclone-prone State as low pressures 
formed over the Bay of Bengal according 
to U.C. Mohanty, head of the Centre for 
Atmospheric Sciences, Indian Institute of 
Technology (ITT), New Delhi. 

Besides West Bangal, the undivided 
coastal districts of Balasore and Cuttack in 
Orissa suffered the most damages caused 
by cyclones. The scientist explamed that 
though the intensity of the cyclone was the 
strongest on the Andhra coast, it resulted 
in comparatively less damage due to the 
depth of the sea. But the damages in West 
Bengal and Orissa could be attnbuted to 
the funnel-shape and shallowness of the 
sea on the coastline of the two States. 

Country's food security under threat 

T he countiy's economic poEcies have 
threatened food security, especially of 
the pooc and urgent efforts are needed to 
reverse this trend, warn activists. 

At a day-long convention on food 
rights held in March, 1999, activists from 
different parts of the country related in¬ 
stances of agricultural land being taken 
away for non-farm puiposes and Iwdless 
labourers forced to resort fo criminal ac¬ 
tivities including prostitutkMi. 

Food prices on the other hand were 
on the rise teid "mteconceived schemes" Eke 
the Targeted Pifolic Distribution System 
(TPDS) were further skewing the 
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imbalanced foodgrain availability, Vandana Acoustic Laboratories suggest that hard- 

Shiva of the Research Foundation for Sci- rocking teenage music fans may become 

once, Technology and Ecology (RFSTE). deaf prematurely. Exposure to high noise 

According to figures compiled by the levels wrecks hair cells in the inner ear— 
RFSTE, since 1971, production of small the pndominant cause of hearing loss. As 
millets, consumed mainly by the poor, had a result, the youngsters are liable to lose 

declined from 1.9 million tonnes to 821,000 their hearing by the time they reach their 

tonnes in 1995-96. The area under coarse 30s instead of the 60s. The effect could be 
cereals had declined from 45.95 million justasbadasthatcauscdbyindustrialnoisc. 
hectares to 31.49 million hectares. Expecially at risk: those who use personal 

In 1992-93, the wholesale price of stereos while jogging or commuting, 
wheat per quintal in the country was Rs 
304 compared to Rs 190 in the US. Simi- SPACE 

larly for rice, the wholesale price in the US Stardust space probe launched 
country was Ks 481 compared to Rs 348 in THE US space probe Stardust was 
the US. From |uly 1997 to July 1998, the X launched from Cape Canaveral, 
retailpriceofwheatandricehadrisenl25 Florida, on February 7, 1999, to begin a 
per cent and 22 per cent respectively. nearly tour-billion-kilometre mission to 
As a result of trade liberalisation puli- bring bits of comets back to earth, 

cies, cereal exports had increased from 12 Aftera five-year pursuit, thecraftwill 
per cent of total agricultural exports in catch up with theWild-2 comet in January 
1991-92 to 27 per cent in 1995-96 Mean- 2004, somewhere between Mars and Jupi- 
while, per capita coarse cereal conjump- ter, and cross the trail of lummous dust 

tion had declined from 17 kg a month in that forms the comet's tail. With the help 

the 195te to 13.5 kg a month in the 1990s, ot a device similar to a butterfly net, 

the activist said quoting figures released Stardust will collect a handful of Wild-2's 

by the Union Agriculture Ministry. dust particles. 

All India Democratic Women's Asso- The probe will then head back to earth 
ciation (AIDWA) general secretary Brinda and parachute the samples onto a frozen 
Karat says schemes such as the TPDS had Utah desert, around mid-January 2006. 
failed in the dijective of providing cheap Tmy comet fragments, no bigger than 
foodgrains to poor families and should be a grain of salt will be trapped by a pop-up 
scrapped. collector which is covered with a traaspar- 

ent, ultralight glass foam called aerogel. 

Loud music leads to deafness 

R esearchers have warned that those MISCELLANY 

who like their music at full blast risk Reporting in the future 
early deafness. In a study of 1,208 French ' I ‘HE Business of new reporting is all set 
army recruits, aged between 18 and 24, i to take a giant leap in the next millen- 
doctors found that about one in five men mum, with traditional tools being replaced 
who pump up the volume on their per- by sophisticated, hi-tech and multipurpose 
sonal stereos experienced hearing loss. The gadgets that could simulate conditions 
level of loudness at which they could be- favourable for instant news reporting, 
gin to detect sounds was far higher than The 21st century would not only wit- 
ihat for people with normal hearing. That ness the spread of the internet across the 
applied at all frequencies within the usual continents of Asia, Africa, America and 
range of tlw hiunan ear. Pluggingin to high- Europe, but would also redefine ways by 

volume personal stereos just one hour a which news is accessed, seen, heard and 

day was sufficient to harm hearing in men analysed. 

who had previously suffered mid-ear in- Journalists of the next century would 
fections. have before them an array of hi-tech gad- 

■ Similar alarms are being raised by re- gets that could recreate sound and visual 
searchers who examined the hearing of images, besides creating illusions to cap- 
moretitan 1,700 people in Australia. Scien- ture the event as it actually happened, was 

tlsts at Australian Hearing’s National seen and heard. 


The "omnicam", an omnidirectional 
motion picture camera, would help journal- ^ 
ists to have a complete 3-D picture of an ^ 
event, be it capturing the picture of the army 
in all its grandeur, marching to the central 
position from four directions, or a riot break¬ 
ing out in the middle of the street. 

Another "audio immersive prototype" 
which is being developed would help joiu- 
nalists to recreate 3-D images, enabling the 
internet user, browsing through the net for 
news, to hear die "correct direction of the 
sound" of the ball as it approaches the bat or 
faraway sounds of cheering spectators. 

For those capturing action on the 
battlefield, overhead sounds of planes 
zooming-in tlirough the war zone, or the 
defeating sound of a bomb blasting to the 
right side of an aerodrome, could be n*crc- 
ated with 3-D sound effects. 

For journalists, who often find them¬ 
selves lost in a huge Parliament building 
for covering a news event in an area unfa¬ 
miliar to him, a "GAS handset", when con¬ 
nected to a laptop, would not only help 
him to locate the exact place he was stand¬ 
ing in, but would also present the entire 
graphic route to reach his destination 

DNA on Sale 

I CELAND has agreed to turn itself into a 
giant genetic laboratory, where research¬ 
ers will seek cures for inherited diseases 
like multiple sclerosis and hypertension. 
The country'sParliament—the oldest in the 
world—has given permission for a biotech¬ 
nology company to compile a genetic da- - 
tabase that will include DNA profiles of 
everybody in Iceland. 

Iceland has the world's most homog¬ 
enous population. There has been so little 
immigration that Icelanders still carry the 
same genetic codes as the Vikings who 
settled in the area more than 1,100 years 
ago. With such a database, scientists might 
be able to answer questions about the na¬ 
ture and origins of a range of diseases. 

Many people can trace their family 
trees back ^ years. The country's health 
service had also kept detailed records since 
1915. Jeffrey Gulcher, vice-president of 
Decode, claims the coihpany has made 
progress towards discovering the genra 
responsible for multiple sclerosis, schizo- ' 
phrenia, arthritis and manic depression. 
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Sports 


GAMES 

National Games, 1999 

THE fifth Na¬ 
tional Caines 
were inau- 
guarated by 
I’resident K.R. 
Narayanan on 
February 14, 
1999 at the 
K h u m a n 
Lampak main stadium in Imphal. It was 
the biggest sporting event of the northeast- 
\ ern region and the rich cultural heriatge qf 
'the land of the jewels' was in abundant 
display during the opening ceremony. 
Manipur bodybuilder Manipak Singh, 
former Mr India who took part in tlie 1971 
Mr Universe contest at Athens, lit the Na¬ 
tional Games flame after the torch was 
relayed in the final stages by Nilkamal 
Singh, the first Olympian from the State, 
and liis fellow hockey internationals Tikken 
Singh and Thoiba Singh. Weightlifter 
Kunjarani Devi took oath on behalf of the 
7,000 participants. Hosts Manipur entered 
the biggest squad, numbering 700 partici¬ 
pants. 

The Games mascot was 'S^ai', the 
deer species found only in MafRpur. It is 
an endangered species and only a few 
hundred Sangai deers survive now. 

Jaspal Rana and Nisha Millet stole the 
thunder of the Games, and N.G. I^gko 
Singh emerged king of the boxing ring. 
Kerala regained top position in the medals 
tally, while Manipur was second. 

Jaspal Rana improved upon the ex¬ 
isting world mark in shooting down the 
gold in the centrefire pistol. Nisha Millet 
of Bangalore emerged darling of the 
Games as she won 14 gold medals, ^0 pf 
them individual triumphs. Kerala sWim- 
mer Sebastian Xitvier got 7 golds and 
Minimol Kuttappan got 6 from canoeing 
and kayaking. Them Wetejipsets as weU: 
Kunjarani Det^ was upstaged by 


Manipur team-mate Sanamacha Chanu 
for the women's 48 kg lifting gold and 
Rana was pushed to silver in air pistol 
and rapidfire. 

Sunita Rani completed a golden treble 
from athletics. Her effort put Punjab in the 
third place in the medals count ahead of Delhi, 
while Services finished fifth. Kerala almost 
doubled their tally from their previous best 
in 1987 as they snapped up 16 of the 21 titles 
in canoeing and kayaking and ci^t more in 
rowing. Manipur athletes stood out for the 
sheer number of events they won. 

Violence and unsavoury incidents 
at the games village and in the 
taekwondo hall, besides many disputes 
and protests, took some sheen off the 
endeavour. 

The Games closed on February 25th, 
with hosts Manipur finishing overall cham¬ 
pions with484 points. Kerala followed with 
481 but led the medals tally as they won 
the maximum gold medals—52 to 
Manipur's 49. Previous champions 
Karnataka finished sixtli. Nislia Millet with 
14 gold and silver medals, was declared 
best sportswoman of the meet while i 
Kerala's Sebastian Xavier took the best 
sportsman award. I 

In all, 15 national records were cre¬ 
ated and 79 meet records bettered. No new 
records were created in swimming and 
athletics and the absence of top competi¬ 
tors was felt: Jyotirmoyee Sikdar and 
Bahadur Prasad were present, but did not 
participate. 

As the Games were closed by Presi¬ 
dent of tite Indian Olympic Association 
(lOA) Suresh Kalmadi, he invited all the 
athletes to the next Games in 2000, which 
will be hosted by Punjab. 

ATHLETICS 
VhM Records 

HAILE GebrclsBsie claimed his 15th world 
ieC(»d when he shaved off 1 .10 seconds off 
the indoor 5,000 metres mark owned by 
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Daniel Komen. The Ethiopian Olympic 
5,000 metre gold medallist finished the race 
in 12;50;38 minutes. 

BADMINTON 
National Championships 
FULLELA Gopi Chand beat Srikant Bakshi 
15-3, 15-3 in the final of the Indian Oil 
Servo National Badminton Open, held at 
New Delhi. Apama Popat beat P.V.V. 
Lakshmi 11-3, 11-4 to win her second 
straight crown. 

The men's doubles pair of Jaseel P. 
Ismail and Vincent Labo retained their title 
with a 15-10,3-15,15-8 win over the pair of 
Rajeev Bagga and Vijaydeep Singh. The 
women's doubles cVent was taken by 
Manjusha Kanwar and Arcliana Deodhar, 
beating Aparna Popat and Manu T. 
Abraham 15-4, 15-3. The mixed doubles 
crown went to the pair of Vincent Labo and 
,\rchana Deodhar, who beat Wiod Kumar 
and Madhumita Bisht 16-17,15-11,15-6. 
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ArroiNnD, EucrcD Etc 

,^AbdulRmutRawabdeh;VetmnWest 
Asia peace campaigner, he has been 
appointed as the Prime Minister of 
Joidan. 

, Gindkar Gmango: He has been 
appointed as Chief Minister of 
Orissa. 

^ Vtce Admiral John C. De Silva: He 
has' takoi over as the Director General 
of Coast Guard of India 

Resigned 

^ J.B. Ptttnaik: Chief Minister of 
Orissa, 


DBiiNGuiaiBD Vonciis 

^ Tim Fischer: Deputy Prime Minister 
of Australia. 

Died 

'' Ins Murdoch: Anglo-Irish 
novelist, author of 27 novels 
including the Booker prize winning 
The Sea, the Sea. 

' Indrani Rahman: Eminent classical 
dancer and a recipient of the Padma 
Shri. 

/ Hayat Ullah Ansari: Founder-editor 
of Quami Awaz and former parlia¬ 
mentarian. 


killing atleast 21 people, including all 
the 18 air force personnel on board, i 
8 —Central rule in Bihar is revoked. 


EVENTS 


FEBRUARY 

10—Goa comes under Central rule 
following the resignation of the 
Luizinho Faleiro government. 

12—The US Senate votes to acquit 
President Bill Clinton on charges of 
perjury and obstruction of justice, 
ansing from his affair with a former 
White House intern, Monica 
Lewinsky. 

—President K.R. Narayanan approves 
the dismissal of Rabri Devi 
government in Bihar 

16—The four-member Indian National 
Lok Dal (INLD), led by Om Praka^ 
Oiautala, withdraws support to the 
BJP-led coalition government. 

18—After almost five years, the Supreme 
Court gives the green signal to 
resume the construction of the 
Narmada dam. Work had stopped at 
the site after the stay order granted 
on June 5,1995. 

20—Prune Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee 
makes a historic bus journey to 
Pakistan and crosses the Wagah 
border He is received warmly by 
his Pakistani counterpart, Nawaz 
Shanf. 

—At least 20 people are gunned down 
by militants in three separate 
inddents in Rajouri and Udhampur 
districts of Jammu. 

25—Bank unions go on a two-day strike 


demanding hi^r wages. 

—The government wins foe vote in foe 
Lok Sabha for the imposition of 
President's rule in Bihar 

27—Finance Minister Yashwant Sinha 
presents foe 1999-2000 budget, giving 
a thrust to the rural sector, imposing 
fresh taxes worth Rs 9,334 crore and 
aimoundng a fiscal defiat of 4.4%. 

MARCH 

1—The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
armounces a 1 per cent cut in bank 
rate to 8 per cent The Cafo Reserve 
Ratio (CRR) IS also reduced to 
improve liquidity m foe system. 

3— Four supporters of foe Ranvir Sena 
are killed by the People's War 
Group (PWG) in Jehanabad district 
m Bihar. 

4— The Bihar issue rocks both Houses of 
Parliament as foe Opposition stalls 
proreedings over foe government's 
failure to table the resolution on 
imposition of President's rule, in 
R^a Sabha. 

6— An Air France 747Cargo {dane is bumf 
to ashes, on the runway of the 
Cheniuu International Airport after 
it crash-landed following a 
mechanical failure. 

7— An fodian Air Force transpcwt aircrafl 
crafoes near foe upcoming Dwarica 
(Papankalan) town^p in Wbst Ddhi, 



Frendi Idfo^ and aMtMoifaa 

brand. 

ttiMdm IMbi ik has wnn dfi 
Canadtirii lUtti Utdusbry'a Gqhja 
award ic» actor for Kfo 

perfovmvtMia foe movie, SutA a 


4- ^ifMt'llCitdad: He has bean 
iqmqiwii or wt RU; 

arid tbHMl IrmtHvfo ^ 
SodMy. 
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And so does everyone I 


All of us need somebody to tell us ‘how to' - 
how to talk, 

how to behave, how to study and obviously 
how to get ahead of others I And this 
phenomenon is nothing new! Since time 
immemorial this is happening - Just flip 
through the pages of our scriptures - 
RAMAYANA, MAHABHARATA, UPNISHADS 
and you will find innumerable instances 
depicted to stress the need of a GURU i.e. a 
preceptor-^ a person with wisdom who can 
, guide you through and believe me, you too 

need one In your ‘hurdle race’ for a bright 
career I 

Your search for a Guru comes to an end when 
you are with us as we have been guiding the 
destiny of thousands and thousands of our 
^ students since our inception and we are sure 

we wilt be your best help to help you sail 
through I 

ADMISSIONS OPEM fOR 


civil SERVICeS (Prelims.) '99 

Bank Probationary Offher (BPO), Combined Defente ServUes (CDS) 


SACHDEVA^r'COLLEGE 

H.O.: 29-CM, South Patel Nagar, New Delhi - 110 008; Phones : 5783399, 5787080, 5788070, 5788182 
Fax: 91>11-5748070; e-mail: sachdevacollege@vsnl.eom, sachdeva@giasdl01.vsnl.net.in 

website: www.sachdevacoilege.com 

OIMCanil^ari«AOIIAlM4arNKi« ALIOAHNMwrtiM # AiCAHAEAP Pmur IS SAD UASklA Wrt wIe M i El • AMEITEAE toW K* lull • AMPUL « ert i | ii ds • ■AUEONE AHmaktA • EAEIPAOA Hmt Em; Omm 

• MOUMIUISMtoRM eUllMAMHIR MmIW aUM •■MADRAN •» M*EHATINOA Pmw Nmw M WWItAI Mm CMc CmKhMENIWANI Nbw ttand • IHOPAL IteMyi Her eMMUEEWAIWAIt f Aiill^pi 

• CALCUTTA EA ilMMt KWM HA » CMAMWOAMM It IK • COCMN fhMMMi • CUTTACK iM M iCkMACywk • DBKtAOUN Kl|p«r M. •OfUtIMWIIr MChNft fttwi(M mn CetonveiUiifsmif CMSf MwRiNhM CIwbA f 
aAWRHfTMAMir ♦PAmDARAD Ut f •OATAOipwilgsiXIU lEAMeMOHAtiAMAOC»e OiHAUffWll• OOEAKMPUE Ovadsw ♦ OUROAOWChWtlwf ♦ OUWAMATlRHwHRA • (HMAUORTMIrwilwAMf • HAIJWWR 
ftlWllil ff ft • MAIIIRPURlMMHrB>lwiMCitrlniiiMWAPMRIWNwl»WWARWIIMUHMhlRa.eW«aRIReMTW JAIPURRuiAilllv eMJPURMC CiMliiRiidR JAlAIW«ARU|Mlitgt Me e JAINIUOm4MMr PMMaM 

• AIMSM CM time KANPUR ML i%i eRARNALtM tteRORRAMffCTmm»eK UR URWIETRAfac.1te LUDHIANA RAfct^ #ilAiBABMip Mwy RMtERUT t i fE rt*t > R< ♦ INMtA P ARAD OvU Llm • MUIAPPARNAINW 

i M e i i M T rnrrrnTtTfrt Tnm T ‘■‘n’nrr TT THiettiBR rbia t rfiitni a i im t friTTfii Nir«T«iteimecmiM epuRifiMdMMKwHM eRARURRUMeRMMineRANCNieiMfiweciMkeROHTAR laMMi Mm 

• MONEPAT • IMMERMAIMR IN EM. e UDAIPUR MAhA Up e VARAMARI LHMraaN • Ml CmMw iOM Emw 











Ten 





KHANNA BROTHERS (Publishers) 


126, Industrial Area-1 Chandigarh 160 002 


\SK FROM YOUR LOCAI. DEALER OR ORDER DIREL1 








VOLUMI40 ■ N*. 10 



EDITOR 

OPKHANNA 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
OD KHANNA 

EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

SHEKHAR GUPTA 
OK SETH 
IM SONI 
SUOHA JOHRI 
SUMRNA SXIVAS1AVA 
VINOD MAOHOK 
OINESH KUMAR 
DRRK MAHA)AN 
MANRAI SINGH 
PREETI BHUTANI 

COVER DESIGN LAYOUT 
CORE COMMUNICATIONS CHANDIGARH 

ARTWORK 
DO GRAPHIC STUDIO 

BANKERS 
STATE BANK OF INDIA 
INOUSTRIALAREAI CHANDIGARH 

ADVERTISEMENT (FOR ALL INDIA) 
H S nWL. mUL MEDIA SERVICES 
A-m AO CHAMBERS SUOERSHAN MRK 
NEWOELHf-IIOOIS 
TH. S4«S«0B FAXNOOItS4tSi24 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

YEARLY Ri 22500 HAIPYEARIY Ri I5SOO 
RAYMENT MUST BE REMITTED BY M O OR 
SANK draft CHEQUES ANOlPOlARE NOT 
ACCEPTED 

©THE COMPETITION MASTER 
CONTBVrS OR TRANSLATON OF CONTWTS 
MUST NOT BE REPRODUCED M ANY MANNER 
WITHOUT PRIOR PERMISSION 

PRINTED BY DD KHANNA AND PUBLISHED BY DD 
KHANNA ON BEHALF OP CHANOIKA PRESS (TO AND 
PRINTED AT CHANOIKA PRESS ITD AND PUIUSHED 
FROM CHANDWA PRESS UD AT CHANOIKA PRESS 
LTD I2i INDUSTRIAL AREA-H CHANDIGARH 
EDITOR OPKHANNA 

PHONE 0IR<5503U FAjt PRI.ITaASip 


VISIT US ON INTERNET 

htitp://wwiRRCORq)adtioiMT^^ 


RNINrI^IMMSI 



Cover Feature 

Role Models—^Their effect 
on our Lives 



Special Features 

Changing Laws help Status of Woman 
Bihar: A Mystarious Affliction 



Article 

Union Budget 1999-2000: 
A Critique 



Debate 

Is Money Everything in 
Life? 



Career 

Journalism 



Issay 

Grei^ and Violence 



Cyhery^brld 



Personality Development 

Mind Your Mental Ecology 



In Lighter Vein 

Sportingly Superstitious 



Management 

Making a Mark in Group Discussior 



Quit; 

How Well hove you Read CM' 


Regulars 


Civil Services Mock-Test 
Answers 

910 

Questiem on Social & 
Economic Problems 

889 

General Studies Scene 

883 

Tests of Reasoning 

922 

Descriptive Questions 

881 

Essay Writing 

911 

Quantitative Aptitude 

916 

Objective English 

913 

General Awareness 

885 

Improve Your Word Power 

892 

Model Paragraphs 

87S 

Question Bm 

908 

Readers' Forum 

858 

This Month Yesterday 

912 

Notes on Current Affairs 

931 

Current G.K. 

940 

Sports 

943 

Who's Who Rtvonts 

944 


CM 


Cover Steiy ContesMtoleeted 




Tlie btbt two letters ol the month appearing in the box have been awarded a ptae of 
R, 100 00 each Reader'- <ire invited to send us their views on topics coveratJ tn this issue 
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KILLING OF 
MISSIONARIES 

In the Burning Topic you 
have accurately assessed that 
violence in the name of religion 
IS increasing This is shameful 
for a secular rounliy like India 
Missionaries strvi the people 
selflessly There could be some 
conversions but it is wrong to 
say that they threaten the 
religion or the country as a 
whole It the fundamentalists are 
concerned about this, why don t 
they try to improv e the lot of the 
piMir bv being hilptuP Merely 
killing those who serve 
humanity is hardly the right way 
to help our religion or our 
country 

PiKija Kumari 
Rohtak, Han/ana 

DECLINING 
TRENDS IN 
AGRICULTURE 

Despite having vast 
resources, our agriculture is 
showing signs of decline We can 
learn from Israel, where 
agriculture has developed well 
despite great limitations 
Techniques like tissue culture 
and hydroponics are a common 
phenomemon there, whereas our 
farmi rs has e to rc ly on outdated 
methods of euitivition This has 
shown the weakness of our 
agricultural research eslab 
lishment 

Since more than 70 '><, of our 
population depends on 
agriculture, it is urgently 
ji^ired that more stress be laid 
(Hb agriculture We should get rid 



THE TROUBLE WITH 
FUNDAMENTALISTS 

Tlie outburst of rehgious violence in India is shameful 
The poor and the underprivile^d, who have never been taken 
seriously by anyone, find relief m the charitable activities of 
missionaries By branding them as agents of conversion, the 
fundamentalists show their own weakness They have exploited 
the poor for limg and cannot bear anyone else to help them 
either The rape of nuns and killings can neither strengthen the 
national bond nor can raise the living standards of the poor 
people in our country 

Pranay Glios/i 
Seiampon West Bengal 


PRIVATISE RAILWAYS 

The Railway Minister has announced an increase in rail 
fares in the budget, but it seems that he has never travelled m 
a second class compartment The journey is a nightmare In a 
monopoly, the customer always gets a raw deal It would be 
much better if railways are privatised If there is competition, 
at least the quality of service will improve 

Supnyo Senyal 
Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh 


of our bunauiratK. researchers 
and employ trainid technicians 
Farmers must be taught modern 
techniques Otherwise it would 
be very difficult to arrest the 
decline in India s agriculture 
Muke’ih Mohan Sm/in 
Patna Bihar 

INDICA MAKES 
US PROUD 

The new car launched by 
Tata IS a symbol of Indian 
enterprise The Indica is a truly 
Indian car and we should be 
proud of it Indians can do 
wonders only if thev are allowed 
to This should be a lesson for 
the government, which should 
reduce the bureaucracy and free 
the people so that they can 
achieve greater heights 

Ankit Sharma 
Karatilt, Ra/aslhan 

KNOCK OUT THIS 
COMPLEX 

Feelings of inferiority are a 
mental disease Such feelings 
could be checked by one's own 
stamina and boldness of mind 
A person should avoid being 
lonely and engage in various 
activities which enable him tn 
bring cheer and confidence 
required for success in one's life 
Syed Niirut Aslant 
Vill Balbandi, West Bengal 

COVER STORY 
CONTEST 

It IS evident from the 
experiences of youngsters that 
society and family can play a 


negative role in shaping careers 
Is It essential for all of us to go 
through the same experiences’ I 
am afraid that it steals the spirit 
of creativity, adventure and 
freedom from us You have done 
a great service by giving an 
opportunity to the young to 
speak their hearts out Even 
readmg the responses has been 
an educative experience 

Sujit Kumar Stngh 
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh 

SUCCESS STORY 

I have been a reader of TTie 


CoMPniTioN Mastfr since my 
school days Now 1 am doing my 
MBA and have been selected for 
summer placement by a leading 
engineering company I feel very 
happy about this and would lite 
to thank you for providing 
correct and unbiased guidance 
When I compare your magazme 
with others, I find that the matter 
published by you is far superior. 
I recommend this magazme to 
all those who aspire for a better 
life. 

Vtvek Kumar 
lamdiedpur, Bdutr 
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Comprahmshw Covwnga of 

• Toot of Roooonins (Logical, Verbal & 
NorhVarbal). Data hitorprotatlon 

• Englioh Languago (Practical English 
Qiammar, Common Errors, Word Power stc) 

• Qanaral Awaronoss (AH aspects of G K) 

• Quantitative Aptitude (Number System, 
Graphs, Ibbulation of Data, Mensuration etc) 

• Doeeriptivo English (Short Essays, 
Propositions etc) 

• Model Papers (Five Sets-with Answers/ 
Solutions) based on Previous VtMio' Papers 




1 IPOHENOUSHIHPROVEIIIEWT COURSERS. 125 
with a FREE copy of 

‘DGP COMMON ERRORS IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

2. ISCTlOTOFQUANTITATIVEAPtmiDE RS.1S0 
with a FREE copy of 

‘DGP A NEW APPROACHTO NUMERICAL AiLITY 
a INTELUQENCE&REASOMNG 'Rs.1S0 
mPROVEMENT COURSE 
(Logic al. Varbal & Non-Verbal) 

4 IBCT DATA INTERPRETATION COURSE Ra.120 

5 IESBPROBABLE(LATEST)ESSAyS Rs. 75 




CSB Diamond Kit for M.B.A. A 

Hotel Management Admission Tgets 

comprohensh^ cover 

• English Languaga (Practical English 
Grammar, Common Errors, Comprehension, 
Vocabulary etc) 

• InteiHgsnce A Reasoning (Logical, Verbal, 
Non-Verbal), Data taNarprstatlon 

• Basic MathemaBoa (Algebra, Geometry, 
Dlgonometry, Co-ordinate Geometry, 
Matrices, Calculus) 

• Baaie Mathamaties Raviaw containing 
500 Memory Plus Practical THm 

• Arithmetic (Number System, Graphs, 
lUxjiatlon of Data, Mensuration etc.) 

• General MnoteledgafQaneral Siiince 

• Busineee and Management Q.^ Current 

' Afieka 

• Medtl Papare (FWe Sets-wUh Answers/ 

SdlulioM^ based on PrevloueVisara'-- 
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For AdmiMion to: 
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ms CDS EXAM. KIT 

For AdmiMion to: 

I.M.A,, Naval Academy Air Force_ 

A Offleers'ltainlng Academy 


NDA A CDS Exam. Kite contain: 

• Modal Papora Based on Previoue Years' 
Papers (with Answers/Solutions) 

• English—Practical English Grammar, 
Common Errors, Prepositions, Compre¬ 
hension A Vocabulary 

• General Knowledge—SCIENCES 

(Physics, Chemistry, General Science- 
Biology, Solar System etc), HUMANITIES 
(History, Constitution of India, Indian 
Economy, Geography Current Affairs stc) 

• Mathematics-Arithmetic, Mensuration, 
Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry and 
Statistics Thorough Explanation of Basic 
Concepts, Solved Examples & Eaarases for 
practice All Answers given 


NBARD EXAM. 

The entire syllebimteublecte of the NBARD 
Preliminary Exam, for Aesistent Manager m 
Grade A A B are fully covered In our 

QSSi Diamond Kit for 

BANK P.O. EXAM rRa.2a0l 


g ienerM Awarsnses, Engileh Language, 
uantitstive Aptitude A Reasoning) 


For the NBARD main exam, the suggested 
books are: 

1. Probaible (Latest) Eeseya Re. 75 

2. PreciaWriting Re. 35 

3. Paragraph writing Re. 30 

4. English Improvement Course Re. 125 

5. General Knowleriga Digeet Re. ISO 


3. Paragraph Writing Re. 30 

4. English Improvement Course Re. 125 

5. General Knowleriga Digeet Re. ISO 

8. QueeUonBank'-Indlen Economy Re. 120 

AOBoefareweMBKeMeesparaMya/so. 
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DGP StfCCBM Pack ConUilns: 
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A Numerical AbWly—A Capeuie Re. 30 
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Essays on so^, soonomlc, reHscHvs, KSomabc, 
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tdgher grade compstitlvB eKsmlnatlons 

2. LETTER WRITING Rs.40 

3. PRECIS WRITING Rs.35 

4. PARAGRAPH WRITING Rs.30 

5. OBJECTIVE ENQLISH-A NEW 

APPROACH Rs.n 

A ADVANCED GENERAL ENGLISH Ra 60 

7. TEST OF REASONINQ/LOQICAL 

REASONING Rs.40 

8. MENTAL ABILITY TESTS-A Capsult Rs.30 

9. GENERAL MENTAL ABiUTY Rs. 45 

10. EVERYDAY SCIENCE Rs.60 

11. NUMERICAL ABIUTY-A Capsuls Ra 30 
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13. COMMON ERRORS IN ENGLISH 

UNGUAGE Ra45 

14. DGP KIT OF IDIOMS i PHRASES Ra90 

15. DGP KIT OF QUOTATIONS Ra90 

WIDE CANVAS—Choicest Quotations on 
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Politics, Sex 0x1 Success etc 


INDIAN FOREST 
SERVICE EXAM. 
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Course 
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ESa BASIC BNGLiSH 




• Practical English Qrammar 
(Fundamental Rules, Common Errors and 
Pitfalls. Explanations & Illustrations) 

• Comprehension & Nuntbered Gaps 

• \A)cabulary (Synonyms, Antonyms, Idioms, 
Phrases. Pair of Words, Foreign Words, 
One-Word Substitution, etc.) 

A stop by step, easy & systematic appmat^, 
helps you to build a stmng toundation of English 
Language. | R«"7s| 
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IMPROVEMENT COURSE 

WITH A FREE COPY OF 
DQP Common Errors in English Language 


• Practical English Grammar 

• Common Errors & Pitfalls 

• Comprehension • Vocabulary 

• Fundamental rules, tips & usage, 
explanations, illustrations & char^. 

• Competitive Exams. Question papers 

• Specimen Papers 




• Model Papers 

• Previous Years' Papers of Competitive 
Exams. & Management AdmIssionTests 

• Reasoning Tests, Logical, Verbal & 
Non-\ferbal 

• Data Interpretation & Management 
AptitudeTests. 

Systematic Approach, Detailed Explanatory 
Notes for thorough understanding _ 


J 'T' rJTT T' 




IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


• Exhaustive Study Material 

• Plethora of Sohr^ Examples 

• Practical Tips. Short Cuts and 
Explanatory Notes 

• Objective Multiple Choice Questions 

• Exercises tor PracUce 

• Model Papers—Questions Incorporated 

from Previous Years' Papers of Important 
Competitive Exams. | ^ioo| 


Basic English Grammar explained In simple 
Engilsh-Hindi. Excellent Help to gain confidence 
in speaking Ei^llsh | Re. 1001 


ENGLISH VOCABULARY 
IMPROVEMENT COURSE 


• Self-assessment Assignments 

• Word power ready-reckoner 

• Words in everyday use. Formation of Words 
— Prefixes & Suffixes, Foreign Words & 
Phrases, Words Commonly Misspelt 

• Idioms & Phrases, One-word Substitution 

• Pair of Words 

• Terms — Political, Medical, Religious, 
Scientific, Marital, Literary, etc. 

• Practical Assignments I Be. 1201 


111 DGP 

DATA 

IllJliE 
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For :CompeSeve Exams; Management Admis¬ 
sion Testa i Professional Bodies etc. Exams. 
CONTAINS: 

• Introduction to Data Interpretation 
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ESSAY 


Greed and Violence . 


F rom the stone Age to the Computer 
Age, man has covered a long distance 
and suffered at the hands of those who 
are driven by the devilish forces of greed 
and violence. Human history, since the 
dawn of life, has been a tragic tale of 
greed and violence, claiming millions ot 
lives, and a wanton destruction of the 
supreme symbols of creative contours of 
both civilisation and culture. Glitter of 
gold has turned human heads a thousand 
times and forced them to stumble. Blind¬ 
folded by the glare of greed, man has 
resorted to violence of all hues and hypes, 
but still his hunger for pelf and 
possessions remains unquenched and his 
impulsive inclination towards violence 
is an uncouth and unbecoming perver¬ 
sion. 

Cast in the image of God, man yet 
fails to comprehend his capacity and 
capability to control the dictates of impulse 
over intellect, heart over mind, and thus 
wastes his immense faculties in getting 
and spending, as well as in resorting, to 
vacuous violence. As an ordinary mortal, 
oblivious of godly powers within, he 
refuses to pay any heed to what Oliver 
Goldsmith had once said. "If frugality 
were established in the State, if our 
expenses were laid out rather in the 
necessaries than tfie superfluities of life, 
there might be fewer wants, and even 
fewer pleasures, but infinitely more hap¬ 
piness." 

There are differences in the way vio¬ 
lence is discussed. In the West, it is seen 
to threaten the smooth conductof a civil 
society, where race, drugs and crime arc 
die main problems In India, media glo- 
rifleation of violence is seen to threaten 
not emty a patriarchal system but also an 
au^oritarian State—-a State which tries 
to impose order on a society caught be¬ 


tween the allure of modernism and the 
tentacles of old tradition, between the 
gory greed of the unscrupulous and the 
rising aspirations of the deprived and the 
dispossessed. 

The genesis of each incident of com¬ 
munal clash, ethnic or sectarian violence, 
civil war, or armed battle between rival 
forces, lies, by and large, either in private 
or in collective greed. No matter to what 
race or community we belong to, the in¬ 
herent and vicious virus of greed and vio¬ 
lence keeps working on our psyche all 
the time. Many a time, our greed explodes 
into virulent violence, both physical as 
well as psychological. While pandering 
to the twin urges of greed and violence, 
we suppress our conscience so that it docs 
not pose uncomfortable questions after 
the abominable act of loot and plunder 
has been committed. 

Human greed knows no limit is evi¬ 
dent in the affluence of some in the face 
of all pervasive poverty. How the greedy 
rich cause violence to the needy poor is 
candidly clear in the sub-human living 
conditions in and around the slums. 
Human history is replete with examples 
of open aggression and invidious 
invasions by the strong rulers over the 
weak ones, for material gains and 
territories. The ugly face of colonialism 
and imperialism delineates nothing but 
the two aspects of greed and violence in 
die most fearful form. 

Narco-terrorism across the world is 
one of the most chilling challenge that all 
civilised societies have to face and fight 
against Both, in terms of greed and vio¬ 
lence, it has become (he bane of our times, 
where the under-world dons have come 
to acquire enormous powers and influence 
to shatter Ae socio-economic fabric Of vul¬ 
nerable social groups at will. Nearer home. 


Ae spectre of bride-burning is boA haimt- 
ing and harrowing, for the gruesome de¬ 
scription of which, words may fail and 
Ae tongue may falter. Nowhere in the 
world brides are harassed or hunuliated 
for dowry and other monetary gains, as 
Aey are subjected to in our social set-up. 
The irony of the situation becomes 
intolerable when we find the perpetrators 
of such heinous crimes against women 
suffer from no guilt conscience. Besides 
women, children who are forced to work 
as child-labourers in most hazardous and 
uiAealthy conditions, arc also Ae victims 
of greed and violence. Despite the 
enactment of laws and pressure from hu¬ 
manitarian groups against this blatant vio¬ 
lation of human rights of children, Aeir 
lot has not changed to any perceptible 
extent. 

If greed is Ae moAcr of socio-eco¬ 
nomic ills, violence is the monster who 
causes pain and poignancy in Ae lives of 
Aose who arc its easy prey. The cult of the 
greedy is like that of a vulture who is al¬ 
ways on Ae look out for some opportunity^ 
to have his own axe to grind. Divorced 
from Ae concepts of cooperation and con¬ 
tentment, Ac greedy, as well as Ae violent, 
can go to any length to achieve Aeir ends, 
however nasty and nefarious Aey may be. 
The tragedy of such persons is that the 
voice of sanity like Mahatma Buddha's 
'Middle Path' and Mahatma Gandhi's 
observation 'there is enough for 
everybody's need but not enough for even 
one man's greed in Afe world', falb flat 
on Aeir deaf ears. Unless human beings, 
infected wiA greed and violence, redeem 
Aemselves by understanding and work¬ 
ing in Ae right direction, as shown by men 
of vision and wisdom, they can never find 
real relief m life, boA for themselves as|^ 
well as for their victims. 
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EDITORIAL 


Killings of Journalists 



orty-one year 
old Anil 
Rattan, a Delhi- 
based freelance 
journalist, was found mur¬ 
dered in Lodhi Colony. His 
body had two stab wounds 
on the neck, and one in the 
neck. He had been 
strangulated. 

Mr Rattan had worked 
with the United News of India 
(UNI). He also became the 
correspondent for Asm YJeek 
magazine. Robbery has been 
ruled out as the motive of 
murder, according to the 
police. The "murder" of Mr 
Rattan followed briefly after 
the murder of Outlook 
cartoonist, Irfan Hussain, 
whose body had 28 stab 
wounds. In this case, robbery 
of material possessions was 
not the motive as all his 
valuables, including the ring 
on his finger, were found 
intact Sometime before, 
another journalist (a lady) 
had been murdered in the 
Capital. The Slates of Union 
are not entirely from blame 
(an understatement). The 
Chief Minister of a 
neighbouring State treated 
the journalists in a manner. 


unworthy of him. A pale 
apology followed but such 
wounds are not cured by 
artificial antisceptic 
poultices. The power of the 
Press has the potential to 
throw govern-ments 

overbound. But small-mind 
politicians brush aside the 
power only to be consigned 
to the dustbin of history! 

The pertinent question is 
why are some scribes targets 
of some so-called invisible 
power? The fraternity may 
frown but the fact that 
journalists are now a 
commodity on sale 
(exceptions apart), Some 
common factors are 
noticeable and nptorious: 
Why should journalists insist 


on being "government 
servants" for getting housing 
accommodation? Does it not 
infringe on the freedom of 
expression and speech? Why 
do they fall upon each other 
to get a trip abroad with the 
Prime Minister or. the 
Minister? Why are the 
"goods" they bring from 
abroad not dutied? ^y do 
they enjoy State hospitality, 
lifts, rides, discounts, meals? 
There is an undercurrent of 
expectation by the "giver". 
Mulayam Singh's 1.83 crore 
from the State treasury is no 
longer in wraps. On the 
Supreme Court judgement, a 
(honest?) State government 
was forced to reveal the 
names of journalists who had 


got residential plots. Many 
from Chandigarh figured in 
the list. 

All this leads us to the 
vital question of "ethics". Do 
Indian journalists have a code 
of ethics like their American 
counterparts? There they have 
watchdogs in the form of 
"American Society of 
Newspaper Editors Statement 
of Principles". There are 
others, too. All have strict rules 
regarding gifts, favours, free 
travel, speciai treatment and 
privileges. The tragedy here is 
ethics are honour^ more in 
the breach. Taking 
compromises professional 
integrity. The giver get his 
pound of flesh, sometimes ‘ ^ 
litocally! 
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Changing Lems help 
Status off Women 


The status of women in India is 
changing slowly but surely Not only are 
women doing many things thought 
impossible before, but lan>s arc also changing 
to give them better rights Two recent 
judgements of the Supreme Court promise to 
give a better status to women last year the 
Court passed a histone verdict fo preivnt 
sexual harassment at places of work On 
February 17,1999, it ruled tlwt a mother can 
act as the guardian of a minor child under the 
Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act, 1956 
and the Guardians and Wards Act, 1890 
This feature examines the effects of these 
two judgements and also whether they really 
make a difference to the rights of women 
living in the country. 

W OMEN have traditionally been the 
weaker sex. In poor countries like 
India, achieving equality has been a far 
dream, not only because of traditional 
attitudes, but alw because personal laws 
are discriminatory. That may now be 
changing slowly. The courts are now 
recognising that women arc equal citizens. 
This is being reflected in recent 
judgements of the Supreme Court which 
is clarifying roles and granting a better 
legal status to womm in India. Equality 
in the real sense, of course, is still far¬ 
fetched for millions of women but the 
recott decisions show that the society is 
changing surely, though slowly. 

Sexual advances 

O VER the years, incidents of sexual 
harassment have been increasing. 
Young girb and women everywhere face 
a very real danger of sexual harassment, 
not only in their jobs and educational 
institutii^ but every time they go out. 
IWs is because the culprits are certain that 


they will never be punished, given our 
archaic laws From the supposedly 
harmless pass, to brushing against bodies 
and pinching bottoms in public transport 
to the more lasidious 'suggestions' by a 
male superior in an office—the fomw of 
sexual harassment vary but the result is 
the same' they undermine the confidence 
of women and terrorise them. Ihe women 
are helpless to deal with such things and 
feel guilty for no fault of theirs. 

The excuse given by most men is that 
women actually want their attention. Why 
do they dress up so smartly and use 
cosmetics, they ask, without realising that 
looking good is certainly not an invitation 
for sex. So every time a girl goes out they 
feel compelled to hoot or make friends, or 
worse, try to take the girl by force. 

Such incidents are increasing by the 
day Incidents of rape have increas^ all 
over the country; very often the victims 
are mere children. For every incident that 
is reported, there could be hundreds of 
others which are hushed up because of 
die stigma attached for the victim. The 
bold serials on television, which portray 
sexuality and extra-marital affairs as the 
fashion of the day, make men believe that 
every girl is available. Even married 
women are not spared. Many youths, fed 
on a diet of Hmdi movies, believe that a 
way to a girl's heart is by teasing her or 
making obscene gestures. If she objects, it 
means that she will agree to the friendship 
later on. 

The harassment extends to places of 
work. A male superior may fancy a woman 
subordinate and make advances to her, 
misusing his official position. A girl may. 
find her promotion stopped or being 
sidelii;ied in an office if she does not agree 
to grant sexual favours toa male boss. This 
is not limited to the unjeducated or the 


illiterate but highly respected people. 

Court decision 

* I "HE Supreme Court has taken up issue 
X on this and has made sexual 
harassment an offence in the country. It 
has defined sexual harassment as: a) 
physical contact or advances, b) a demand 
or request for sexual favours, c) sexually 
coloured remarks, d) showing 
pornography, and e) any other physical, 
verbal or non-verbal sexual conduct. 

Though tills is a welcome step, it is 
nevertheless one-sided, because it takes 
into consideratiim only behaviour at the 
workplace. It does not cover other aspects 
of the problem. For example, a teacher may 
ask a girl student to meet him alone after 
class. Technically, no crime is committed 
and the teacher may well claim that he 
was trying to help his pupil. Young girls 
are often helpless to deal with such 
situations. 

Moreover, even if a girl takes courage 
to make a complaint, tiiere is no substan^ t 
proof in such cases. How can she prove 
that the inddoit really took place? the 

other side of the coin, how is an Innocent 
male officer to protect himself if a false 
allegation is ma^ against him? A woman 
who is not promoted because of 
incoiiqietence may well file a case saying 
that she was discriminated against 
sexually. 

The judgement, hmvever, will ensure 
that employers will now take complaints 
of sexu^ huassment mote seriously titan 
in tite past. Th^r have to set vip corpotittees 
to deiri with such conqtiaints, ^woipan 
who titat she stiQ doeti ixil f^juatice 

can approach the courts diramkAny* 
breach ed titis judgement wifi b^lreatedl^^ 
as arvo^fetiee of contempt. 
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Mother as guardian 

A nother step was taken recently 
when the Supreme Court ruled that a 
mother ran act as the guardian of a rnmor 
child during a father's lifetime. The 
judgement came as a result of two petitions 
filed in the Court. The first was by the 
author, Gita Hariharan, and her husband, 
Mohan Rao. They had applied for Rbl 
bonds in the name of their minor son 
stating that the mother would act as the 
guardian for the purpose of investments 
made on behalt of the child. They found 
that the application form had to be signed 
by the father of the minor or a certificate 
of guardianship had to bo submitted. They 
then challenged the law and .stated that 
Section 6(a) of the Hindu Minority and 
Guardianship Act, 1956 and Section 19(b) 
of the Guardians and Wards be struck 
down as they were violative of the equality 
clause in Articles 14 and 15 of the 
Constitution. 

The second petition was made by 
Vandana Shiva, who runs the Research 
Foimdation for Science, Technology and 
Natural Resource Ecology in Dehradun. 
During her divorce proceedings, her 
husband had written to the school in 
which their minor son was studying, that 
he was the natural guardian of the child. 
She challenged the same sections in the 
Acts. Section 6(a) of the Hindu Minority 
and Guardianship Act stated that 'the 
father, and after him, the mother was the 
natural guardian of the child'. The 
Supreme Court interpreted that the word 
'after' did not mean after the lifetime of 
the father but could refer to the father's 
absence for a variety of reasons. Hence, 
the mother could act as a natural guardian 
in the 'absence' of the father. 

The judgement was a significant one, 
as it recognised the need of gender 
equality in matters relating to personal 
law. But it also said that the Acts did not 
violate the provisions of equality in the 
Constitution and thus failed to grant the 
mother equal rights as the father on 
matters concerning minor children. It 
merely clarified that the father continued 
to be the natural guardian and only if he 
was absent could the mother get the status 
of natural guardian. The judgement was 


thus a limited victory for those fighting 
for equality in personal laws. 

The Bench, consisting of Chief Justice 
A S. Anand and Justices M. Srinivasan and 
U.C. Banerjee, held that in the case of a 
dispute between the father and mother of 
a minor child, the word 'after' would have 
no significance. To determine custody and 
guardianship, the court would be 
concerned with protecting the interest and 
welfare of the child. 

Road to Nowhere? 

T he two judgements are no doubt path¬ 
breaking. They confirm that the status 
of women in India is changing, but the 
question remains whether they will 
make a sizeable impact on the morality 
ot males or the ability of females to get 
justice in the country, given the fact that 
it takes years for a case to bo heard in 
courts and the social stigma attached to 
complaints of this nature. Secondly, 
Supreme Court judgements frequently 
ignore the fact that a majority of the 
people are illiterate or poor and its 
judgements will not affect people who 
have no access to courts or are unaware 
of their rights. 

Moreover, laws can only help if 
society is willing to solve the problem. If 
society accepts the wrongs and blames the 
victim instead ot seeking justice, what can 
anyone else do? It would require a girl of 
extraordinary courage to come into the 
limelight by filing a complaint of sexual 
harassment and then be in constant gaze 
of the media as the case progresses for 
years. People unrelated to the case will 
pass judgements as it happened in the 
case m which former Punjab police chief 
K.P.S. Gill was involved. Writers, 
intellectuals and other educated people 
declared in television talk shows that the 
aggrieved lady was making a mountain 
out of a mole hill. 'It happens all the 
time. A little bit of fun should not be 
misconstrued in this way', they said, 
implying that it was the right of a man 
to slap Attorns and pinch girls. If such 
attitudes are prevalent even among the 
educated class, can society ever 
progress? 

It is often remarked that harmless 
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flirting ^ould not be misunderstood as 
sexual harassment. In colleges and offices, 
the general feeling is that some remarks 
'should be taken in the right spirit'. Such 
arguments usually ignore the 
embarra^ment or fear that a girl may have 
to go through in a college or office for no 
fault of hers. Sexual harassment is thus 
not limited to the few cases that become 
the toast of the media. 

The response of the government has 
been quite inadequate. Rather than try to 
change the status of women, it comes up 
with ridiculous schemes, such as the Raj- 
Rajeshwari Mahila Kalyan Bimn Yojana 
announced by the General Insurance 
Corporation (GIC) with blessings of the 
Prime Minister. Under tlie scheme, women 
can pay a premium of Rs 15 per annum 
and seek to be compensated when they 
are raped. This is the kind of negative 
thinking that marks women's 
development initiatives. Rather than do 
something good, the bureaucracy is busy 
thmking up cosmetic schemes marked by 
lack of thinking. 

It has to be recognised that sexual 
harassment is not just rape. It is also not 
limited to making the sexual remark or 
request directly; very often it is the 
harmless remarks that hide the real 
intentions. When men defend their right 
to harmless flirtation, one must ask 
whether they flirt with their male 
colleagues too. Do they pinch the bottoms 
of other men? So why should they behave 
differently with the women? Real 
equality means that the codes of 
behaviour applies equally to all, 
irrespective of sex. 

Though going to the courts is not a 
solution diat is feasible for most people, 
the fact that women's issues are being 
addressed by the courts is an indication 
that equality is being recognised in 
India. The country still has a long way 
to go to achieve real equality. 
Unfortunately, court judgements will 
take many years to transform society. 
The path to equality is long and 
treacherous, but it can be achieved if the 
society, courts and the people begin 
accepting that women are the odter half i 
of humanity and are no better or worse 
than anybody else. 
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Bihar: A Mysterious Afffiiction 


Btharlm't thequahhfotbeimn tfu news 
for all the wron^ nasons Ij it is not train 
dacoities rapes and political manipulations, 
it lb cable miirderb The past month was no 
exception while the Rabri Devi government 
was saved by political manipulations of the 
Congress the killings continued in its vil¬ 
lages 

Is Bihar tin-goveinable^ A State which 
IS nJi in natural lesourccs and has seen the 
rise of Buddha and one of our greatest kings, 
Ashoka the Great has been reduced to becoming 
one of the worst Statis in the Indian Union 
Corruption is rampant while all economic and 
human deielopment indicators show that 
many people lead a de-humantsed life Our 
feature argues that it need not to be so Given 
political will vision and strong 
implementation of lav's the State can relive 
Its htsioriial glory This feature gives a 
background and history of Bihar and describes 
what can be done to save the land 

B ihar has a nch tradition It is a land 
blessed with natural resources coal, 
iron ore, bauxite, mica, steel mills and a 
fertile agricultural area fed by four major 
rivers Rich farmlands and orchards ex¬ 
tend throughout the north of the State, 
the fertile alluvial piam of the Gangebc 
Valley The Chhotanagar plateau m the 
South is among the world's richest source 
of minerals Bihar is perhaps the only 
source of mica. The State is the smgle- 
most important source for coal, iron ore 
and bauxite m India The soutih also has 
forests and many tribes l;ve there the 
santhals, mundas, oraons and others 
The forests yield valuable commercial 
products, besides timber 

Despite this, Bihar is one of the poor¬ 
est and most backward State of India Its 
literacy rate of 38 54 per cent is far below 
the rate of many States and the national 
average of 52 per cenL So la its per capita 
income. Senne die poorest pet^le live 
there and also dw moat exploited. Infra* 


structure has collapsed, and the absence 
j of law and ordei has kept pri\atc 
I investment away Inequalities, violence 
I and caste hatred has made it a fractured 
society The recent Jehanabad killmgs,and 
I those before it, are a symbol ol the caste 
tensions The government is conspicuous 
by its absence huge scandals ha\ c left the 
State bankrupt Teachers have not been 
paid salaries for months, mmisters use 
their bungalows to produce eggs and nulk 
I and use official staff to maintain the 
I animals and sell the produce 

Historical Perspective 

T he fall of Bihar is tragic when we con¬ 
sider its historical background Some 
of the earliest legends are associated 
with the State The present districts of 
Muzaffarpur, Sitamarhi, Samastipur, 
Madhubani and Darbhanga, mark the 
kingdom of Lord Rama, Sita was a pnn- 
cess of Bihar Bihar has also given us Bud 
dhism It was m Bodh Gaya that Prmce 
Gautam became the Buddha Lord 
Mahavira, the founder of Jainism was born 
and attamed nirvana here The tenth and 
the last guru of the Sikhs, Guru Gobmd 
Smgh, was bom and attamed sainthood 
here, and a majestic gurdwara, the 
Harmandir Sahib, is located m Patna 
If the State led m religion, it was also 
a respected seat of learmng in the past 
Kautilya, the author of Arthashastra, the 
first treatise of economics, lived here and 
was the adviser to Chandragupta Maurya 
Megasthenes, the emissary of Seieucus, 
liv^ m Patahputra, the ancient name for 
Patna His writings show the grandeur of 
life in Patahputra, a aty estabhshed by 
King Ajatshatru, at the confluence of the 
rivers ^ne and Ganga The world's first 
seat of higher learmng, the Nalanda Urn- 
versity, was established here durmg the 
Gupta period and attracted scholars from j 
all over ^ world. The land also gave birth I 
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t(i Ashok.i the Oicat one of the greatest 
kings witnessed bv historv His ditarma 
I chakra has been incorporated mto the na- 
j tinnal flag He was the first to formulate 
tenets of governance, which were inscribed 
on stone pillars crowned with a statue of 
lions this figure is the adopted seal of the 
Republic of India 

The glory of Bihar continued till 
around the middle of seventh or eighth 
century AD, till the fall of the Gupta dy¬ 
nasty In modern tunes, Bihar played an 
important role during the freedom 
struggle It was from here that the 
Mahatma Gandhi launched his famous 
struggle for the emanapation of the mdigo 
farmers of Champaran the first success of 
avi! disobedience as a tool to wm freedom 
Dr Rajendra Prasad and Jayaprakash 
Narayan belonged to Bihar 

Present situation 

C ONTRAST this with what the State is 
today A murder is committed in the 
State every two hours, a kidnapping 
every three hours and a rape every six 
I hours Private armies are kept by 
landlords which go about kilhng people 
at will Smee it was founded m 1994, the 
Ranvir Sena has carried out many 
massacres in the State The \ ictims of this 
upper caste army are the dalits, who have 
now begun retaliating and taking 
revenge One can hardly blame anyone 
for the fact that investment and develop¬ 
ment are down in the dumps 

The reason that the admmistration is 
paralysed is because of rampant com^- 
tion Former Chief Muuster Laloo Prasad 
Yadav has been mvolved m a mulb-oote 
fodder scandal Jailed and forced to resign, 
he made his wife, Ms Rabri Devi, the Cluef 
Mimster of the State and has bran ruling 
Bihar mdirectiy ever rince Mr Laloo Yadav 
not only made a mockery of democracy, 
but has highli^ted the feudal nature of 
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life in Bihar. It is hardly a wonder that the 
State seems caught in a time warp and is 
poised to enter the next century with caste 
wars and an unstable society. 

Caste tensions have arisen because of 
the absence of reformist movements that 
existed in other parts of the country So 
strong was the caste system that such 
movements could not succeed in Bihar. 
The social and political affairs of the State 
have traditionally been controlled by the 
four forward castes—the Rajputs, 
Bhumihars, Brahmins and Kayasthas— 
which constitute 15 per cent of the total 
population. The 85 per cent of the 'people 
were ruled and exploited by the forward 
castes. It was a common practice that the 
forward castes would decide on whom to 
vole for during elections and the others 
had to obey. The land was owned by 
forward caste farmers but ploughed by 
the backward castes in exchange for 
subsistence level wages. Many Biharis 
went to other States and worked as 
labourers, since they found conditions 
much better than in their home State where 
titey had to live a life of humiliation. 

The mmtndari system further hard¬ 
ened attitudes. The upper caste landlords 
extorted rent and exploited their lower 
caste teiuints. The system was abolished 
in 1949, but it left behind a tradition of 
exploitation, and gave legitimacy to strong 
arm nwthods. Law and order came under 
the purview of the landlord and the State 
govenunent was absent from the scheme 
of things. In many cases, the State 
machinery helped the exploiters, since the 
civil administration was in control of the 
forward castes. In 1977, Karpoori Thakur 
became the first backward caste Chief 
Minister of Bihar. Under his leadership, 
reservations were introduced for the back¬ 
ward castes in the State government. 

Laloo Prasad Yadav became Chief 
Minister in 1989 and gave the backward 
castes freedom to vote. Polling bootiis were 
set up in locations where foey could vote 
witiiout fear of the upper castes. The poli¬ 
ticians' response, thus, has been to carve 
out niches for themselves, without actu¬ 
ally doing anything for the people or de- 
vehement of tire State. It would have been 
ideal if Laloo Prasad had backed his elec¬ 
toral arithmetic by empowering the back¬ 


ward castes, but he did nothing to that 
end. Instead, he allegedly got involved in 
a scandal of looting the treasury, leaving 
the people to fight it out among 
themselves. This has been the tragic fall¬ 
out of the corruption that pervades all 
government departments in Bihar. 

Tlie Naxaliles organised the dalits to 
resist the oppression of the landlords, who 
retaliated by creating the Ranvir Sena. The 
result of all this has been a virtual free- 
for-all. The police, the dvil services and 
the government deparbnents have been 
politicised. They have become a willing 
appendage to the politician. There are 
hardly any movements to bring about so¬ 
cial justice The cult of violence has, thus, 
gained ground in Bihar. 

What can be done 

C AN Bihar regain its historical glory? 

At first glance the problems in Bihiar 
seem chronic and without solutions. There 
are deep-rooted attitudes which cannot be 
changed in a day. The situation in Bihar 
shows how a blind following of the reser¬ 
vation policy will actually result in caste 
wars, rather than improving the lot of the 
poor. The past two decades have seen a 
growing assertiveness among the op¬ 
pressed backward castes. They are fight¬ 
ing for self-respect and dignity, which the 
present political system has not been able 
to give to them. 

Any step to improve the situation in 
Bihar must start from land reforms. Land 
ceilingmiet be imposed on landowners who 
own large farms. At the same time, tenancy 
rights have to be imposed as well, so that 
the lower caste labourers are not expbited. 
They should be given permanent rights. 
Pediaps, more difiicult and impractical is 
the suggestion that the govemmoit take over 
private land and give it to the landless. 
Ttwugh it is a way of achieving equality, its 
in^lementation remains doubtful and may 
result in large- scale violence. 

At the same time, it has to be 
recognised that job reservations mean 
nothing to the poor people of Bihar. What 
is required is a long-term way to counter 
the caste hatred. A start can be ntade by 
tile social reform movements and NGOs. 
The Ceritral government has annouiKed a 


Rs 500 crore package for Bihar and much 
of the tiurust of this will be to increase 
security. This is welcome, but more 
important ate long-tnm measures which 
help in repairing the fractured society. 
Years of cruel exploitation has widened 
the gap between the landlords and their 
tenants and only bold measure can reduce 
these inequalities. 

Certain people have advocated arm¬ 
ing the dalits to prevent furtiier oppres¬ 
sion. There have been cases where dalit 
women have been raped and brutalised; 
in 1996 one woman was made to parade 
naked on the charge of stealing four po¬ 
tatoes from a field. Since the police cannot 
reach each and every village, the best way 
seems to be to give arms to the people 
and train them for self-defence. The flip 
side of this suggestion is that the arms 
may be used for atrocities on the forward 
castes and may result in full-fledged civil 
war. Already, 8,000 women have been 
said to have been trained in 500 villages. 
In Gohin village, women were able to re¬ 
cover 150 acres of disputed land which 
had been taken over by rich landowners. 
Social transformation may take place 
once the poor and the oppressed are 
empowered, since it is the unarmed who 
bear the brunt of violence. It could well 
be a way of reducing the number of rapes 
and bringing law and order to a State 
which is fast becoming lawless. 

It is also doubtful foat politicians can 
solve the long-term problems of Bihar. 
Even popular leaders like Laloo Yadav 
have shown themselves to be more 
interested in themselves, than in doing 
something for tiie people. The way out is 
tp impose President's Rule and revamp 
the State administration. Lessons could be 
drawn firom Punjab and Kashmir, where 
the country could fight a war against 
separatists and succeeded in installing a 
popular government after that. 

For that, of course, a poUtical con¬ 
sensus is required. If the parties subscribe 
to opportunism and prevent action in 
Bihar just to score points, as the Congress 
has done this time by saving the fobri 
Devi government, Bihar will degenerate 
furtiier. That would be a pity for the,hnd 
which has such a ridi tradition and his¬ 
tory. 
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Union Budget 1999-2000: 

A Critique 


Primarily aimed at fiscal overhaul of 
government finances, the Union Budget for 
1999-2000 has attracted mixed reactions 
from all segments of society. While a few 
steps have been taken towards restructuring 
of taxation in the country, there are many 
retrograde steps as well. On the one hand 
the Finance Minister talked of speeding up 
the clearance of foreign investment propos¬ 
als, but on the other, nothing specific has 
been done to attract more Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDD. New initiatives tn the 
farm and rural sectors are less likely to help 
the poorer sections directly and these 
programmes appear to have been included to 
appease the coalition partners. 

Bri^t Spots 

0 ^ can easily understand the dilemma 
of Finance Minister Yashwant Sinha 
when he prepared the annual budget for 
the current financial year. The pressure 
of mounting deficit, coupled with the 
revenue receipts falling short of the pre* 
vious year's budget estimates, had al¬ 
ready prompted him to hint that in the 
annual budget for the year 1999-2000, 
there were no soft options. The pressure 
from within the party to stay tuned with 
swadeshi, and that from the coalition 
partners to provide sops to the rural 
sector, really required some good bal¬ 
ancing act. As a result, the Budget pro¬ 
posals tack bold decisions and have 
been termed as "practical" in political 
sense. 

It would, however, be wrong to pre¬ 
sume that there are no bright spots in 
the budget. For die first time in many 
yean, housing has been given a real 
fiurust. Several countries in the world 
have developed rapidly by according top 
priority to housii^ sectc^ as il pushes 
Up die industrial growdi rate, ai tvell as 
eaqdoyment gentfatioin. Going by diis 
empirical bel^, the budget introduces 


some reforms in this sector. Firstly, tax 
ceiling on deduction of tax on housing 
loan interest has been jacked up from 
existing Rs 30,000 to Rs 75,000. In addi¬ 
tion, tax provisions enjoyed by banks and 
financial institutions on bad and doubt¬ 
ful debts have been extended to housing 
finance companies. Thirdly, barring Delhi 
and Mumbai, the maximum size of a 
housing unit in any housing project en¬ 
joying a tax holiday, has been increased 
from existing 1000 to 1500 square feet. 
Under the Golden Jubilee Rural Hous¬ 
ing Finance Scheme, the National Hous¬ 
ing Bank now has a target of 1.25 lakh 
units during the current financial year. 
Excise and custom duty restructur¬ 
ing is yet another good feature of the 
Budget, but the restructuring is not bold 
enough to be called revolutionary. Eleven 
advalorem excise rates, ranging from 5 to 
40 per cent, have been reduced to three, 
but after including the special excise duty 
the rates are 8,16, 20, 30, 32 and 40 per 
cent. Hence, for the goods attracting over 
30 per cent excise duty, the restructuring 
has had no effect and the same is just 
cosmetic in nature. But, for goods earlier 
attracting 6 rates of excise duty ranging 
from 5 to 18 per cent, there is real com¬ 
pression and change in rates under two 
slabs of 8 and 16 per cent. A little bit of 
restructuring of rates for the customs 
duties has also been done, but the change 
generally is towards higher side. As a re¬ 
sult, many commodities earlier attracting 
lower custom duties would now end up 
paying at a higher rate. In addition, 10 
per cent surcharge has also been levied. 
For example, the imports of raw material 
were earlier being made at a customs rate 
of 30 per cent, would now attract 35 per 
cent plus surcharge of 10 per cent on ba¬ 
sic duty. This would directly hit the ex¬ 
porters using imported raw material. The 
good intention of merging and reducing 
excise and custom slabs has not been 


matched by end results. 

Small scale sector has also received 
special attention of the Finance Minister. 
Realising the importance of this vital sec¬ 
tor of the economy, which has immensely 
contributed to the export effort of the 
country by increasing ffie exports from 
Rs 29,000 crore in 1994-95 to Rs 47,900 
crore in 1997-98, the sector has been 
given certain special concessions. The 
excise-duty concession scheme for the 
small-scale sector is being expanded by 
increasing the eligibility criteria for 
units manufacturing cosmetics, refrig¬ 
eration, air conditioning and cotton 
yarn products. Even the goods of small- 
scale units, bearing the brand name of 
other manufacturers, which were not 
eligible for excise duty concession ear¬ 
lier, have been brought within this 
scheme. The eligibility criteria of turn¬ 
over has also been raised from existing 
Rs 50 lakh to Rs 1 crore. In addition, 
credit limits of the small-scale sector 
have also been raised. 

Some of the other positive features 
of the budget include removal of restric¬ 
tion of 5 per cent on MODVAT credit 
availment by manufacturers, enhance¬ 
ment of PSU disinvestment target to all 
time high of Rs 10,000 crore, to be raised 
by strategic disinvestment, and decision 
to set up a Foreign Investment Implemen¬ 
tation Authority (FIIA), to ensure that the 
FDl approvals are inunediately translated 
into actual investment. Special mention 
was made by the Finance Minister of die 
Agricultural and rural sectors, as well as 
social sector, by announcing several new 
initiatives and redesigning several old 
schemes. 

While declaring to launch a National 
Movement of V^btershed Development, 
supported by a Watershed Development 
Fund, in 100 districts cff die country, within 
next three years, water-rrumagement has 
been identified as a key area of govem- 
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ment attention. To strengthen Rural In¬ 
frastructure Development Fund (RIDF), 
RIDF-V has been allocated Rs 3500 crore 
for the current fiscal. Special attention has 
also been paid to strengthen rural infra¬ 
structure like cold storages. 

In the social sector, several new 
schemes have been added Anitapuriia 
scheme would provide 10 kg worth ot 
foodgrains free to senior citizens in the 
rural areas, who are eligible for old age 
pension but are not receiving it. Under 
a new Education Guarantee Scheme, 
new schools are proposed to be opened 
within 1 km radius of habitations, and 
during the next three years, 1.8 lakh new 
schools are to be opened under this 
scheme. Existing Jaumlmr Rozgar Yojana 
has been modified and renamed as Gram 
Samrtdhi Yojana, and all funds under this 
scheme would now be placed at the dis¬ 
posal of the Gram Panchayat, to be used 
with the sanction of the Gram Sabha. No 
wonder that the year 1999-2000 has been 
named as the "Year of the Gram Sabha". 
In addition, alt the prevailing self-employ¬ 
ment schemes are merged in a single new 
programme called Swam jayanli Cram- 
Sewa-Rozgar Yojana. Similarly, all the ex¬ 
isting schemes of housing for the poor, 
including the Indira Awas Yojana are 
merged into a comprehensive Samagra 
Awas Yojana, under which 140 lakh units 
would be constructed for all the shelter¬ 
less poor households within next three 
years. 

Off-Target 

T A 7HILE majority of the above measures 
V V sound optimistic, there is other side 
of the coin too. A real GDP growth target 
of 7 per c«tt has been kept for this year, 
enthused by 5.8 per cent achieved during 
the previous year. But compared to it, in¬ 
dustrial growth rate has been assumed at 
a modest 6 per cent. \^th agriculture sec¬ 
tor expected to grow at around 3 to 4 per 
cent, it is not clear as to how the target of 
7 per cent real growth of the GDP would 
be achieved. 

Similarly, fiscal deficit has been 
growing out of proportions and the Pi- 
nance Minister has done a little bit of 
figuM jugglery to reduce it, rather than 


making a sincere attempt at correcting 
it. Going by the fiscal deficit targets and 
achievements of the previous years, the 
gross fiscal deficit, which was targetted 
at 5.8 per cent during the previous year, 
was actually 6.5% of the GDP. On the 
comparable basis, the fiscal deficit tar¬ 
get comes to 5.3 per cent of the GDP, 
tor the year 1999-2000. The finance min¬ 
istry has decided to take out a massive 
sum of small savings, to the tune of Rs 
29,000 crore, out of the fiscal deficit fig¬ 
ures for previous year and shown a 
dramatically reduced fiscal deficit of 4.5 
per cent for 1998-99. Similar mislead¬ 
ing basis have been taken while 
targetting the fiscal deficit at 4 per cent 
of the GDP. 

To keep the fiscal deficit low, the Fi¬ 
nance Minister has adopted the old 
beaten track of keeping the capital ex¬ 
penditure low, rather than making a se¬ 
rious attempt of cutting expenditure on 
administration or subsidies. Capital ex¬ 
penditure to GDP ratio has been declin¬ 
ing gradually. There was a trend of 
reducing the staff-strength of the Union 
government during mid-nineties, when 
the staff-strength was reduced from 40.81 
lakh in 1991 to 38.27 lakh in 1997. But 
the staff-strength is projected to be in¬ 
creased to 39.45 lakh by the year 2000 
AD, reversing the trend. Despite this, the 
Finance Minister has talked of "down siz¬ 
ing" the government by reducing the 
number of secretaries by four, which not 
only sounds hypocratic but also laugh¬ 
able. After having mopped up Rs 8000 
crore by asking the lucrative PSUs to 
swap shares and equity, the Finance Min¬ 
ister is also looking forward to raise the 
revenue by Rs 10,000 crore by strategic 
disinvestment of PSUs—a novel way of 
increasing revenues to keep the deficit 
low. 

Individuals and corporates have 
been asked to shoulder foe burden of 
fiscal mismanagement of foe govern¬ 
ment. After 1991, foe trend has been to¬ 
wards reduction in the income tax rates, 
which had paid rich dividends. But all 
of a sudden, the trend has be«i reversed 
in this budget. While foe corporates and 
individuals were expecting more, 
rationalisation and enhanced exemption 


limit to cope up with the inflation, they 
have rather been burdened with a 10 per 
cent surcharge. The relief of tax exemp¬ 
tion on entire income from UTI and 
mutual funds is actually aimed at 
strengthening the sagging capital mar¬ 
kets and not at providing relief to the 
tax payers. 

The process of reforms, during the 
last year as well in the current budget, 
has continued but with fits and starts. 
Half-hearted restructuring of excise and 
custom duties has been done, with the 
net rates going up in many cases. While 
the emphasis on swadeslii in the last bud¬ 
get had left foe foreign investors disillu¬ 
sioned, they may be confused this year. 
Setting up of FIIA would certainly not 
solve the problems of foreign investors, 
unless they are pr6vided with ongoing 
and irreversible process of economic re¬ 
forms. Increased custom duties are cer¬ 
tainly a dampner on their spirits. 
Throughout the year, the Finance Minis¬ 
ter has been talking of the need to re¬ 
duce subsidies, but could not muster up 
the courage to reduce any subsidies. 
Similarly, the year-long rhetoric of 
privatising life insurance has not been 
converted into action and the budget 
speech had no mention of the life insur¬ 
ance sector. Last year’s promise of set¬ 
ting up of Insurance Regulatory 
Authority is still a distant dream. The 
proposed scheme of issuing bonds to the 
workers opting for Voluntary Retirement 
Scheme (VRS) in the PSUs may have no 
takers, as foe VRS introduced in past 
have not been successful. 

There are many other grey areas. 
Hike in postal and diesel rates would 
directly hit the weaker sections, while it 
is not certain whether foe increased allo¬ 
cation to foe agricultural and rural sec¬ 
tor in foe form of various schemes, would 
actually benefit foe targetted population. 
There are no plans in the budget to prop 
up foe industrial gioiyfo rate and foe 
exports growth rate, which are of im¬ 
mense importance to foe economy at foe 
moment. In a nutshelL foe Budget ap¬ 
pears mainly as an exercise to manage 
revenues with most of the ailments of 
the economy left to be addressed to in 
fiiture. 
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Is Money Everylhing in 

Ufa? 


It's a rich man's mrld Thai may sound 
like a click but the fact is that everything is 
measured in money these days. A person's 
standing in life, character, respect and ability 
increases directly in proportion to the money 
he has. That may be true, but is money really 
everything in life? What about values of 
honesty, empathy, love and understanding? 
Do these things have any value at all in life? 

MrA Friends, we have a topic on 
which everyone will have something to 
say. Money touches the lives of 
everyone. It has become an all 
pervasive force and is basic to all our 
transactions. We measure everything by 
money. True, it is a very important 
aspect of life, but then is money 
everything? We are here to discuss this 
topic and figure out what role it should 
play in our lives. At the outset, I may 
say that money is central to the engine 
of the world. Everyone works today to 
earn more and more money. We provide 
goods and services to others to earn a 
margin on tttem. Goods are moved from 
one comer of tiie world to another to 
earn a profit. If this did not happen, 
people would not be able to fulffl their 
needs and also find it difficult to make 
a living. All commerce would stop. So I 
would say that money is, if not 
everything in life, at least a very 
important part of modem life. 

MrB I tiiiidc you arc right. As 
teenagers we find that our needs have 
increased. Today there are so many 
things that we need. We Uke to go out 
with fiiends. Tliere are books and 
cassettes to buy. We need smart clothes 
and shoes whi^ everybody wears 
because we do not want to be kft out. 
Ibeie are movies to see. Girls nedd 
cosaidics white boys love perfumes and 
deodorants. We must give presents and 
send cards to fitatds on their birthdays. 

I 


We have to impress oiur friends. Money 
is thus required to do just about 
anything today. If we do not have 
something which others have, it makes 
us feel inferior. That is die reality, 
whether we like it or not. Without 
money, we cannot do anything; we are 
nodiing. Today, the world only 
recognises the rich person. The poor 
person is exploited and treated like dirt. 
That is why there is so much cra/e for 
high salaries and the desire to work in 
multinational companies. Whether we 
like it or not, we have to accept that we 
live in a materialistic world in which 
money is the yardstick for just about 
everything. 

MrC Both of you are only partly 
right. True, we live in a materialistic 
world, but even today there are many 
things which are not measured by 
money. Think of the love that parents 
give you. Or the love between your 
brothers and sisters. Can it be measured 
by money? Then again, look at your 
b«t friends. I don't think that die 
people we get along with best are the 
ones with whom we see movies or go 
around spending money. Our best 
friends are those with whom we just 
like to chat and speak our heart out. 

Yes, we like new clodies and music but 
few of us arc foolish enough to go in 
for the latest fashions. We just like to 
have one or two sets of clothes which 
we can wear at formal occasions. True, 
in ma gazin es and on television we see 
young people widi the latest clothes 
and sun glasses. In real life, I diink, we 
are happy with a few things. The 
materialistic society is portray^ by the 
media because it helps sell tiieir 
products. If we care to see carefully, we 
will find that our real relationships and 
friendships are not governed by money. 
For example, we choose our friends not 
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because of dieir money but because of 
other qualities. To say that money is 
everything is, thus, very wrong and will 
only give us a distorted vision of life. 

MrD I hate to bring you down to 
earth, but I think you are mistideen 
when you say that money is not 
everything in life. What relationships 
are not governed by it? We have seei 
family quarrels and brothers murdering 
each other because of family property. 

We have seen modiers being forced to 
sell their children because of poverty. 
Everyday, we hear of robberies and 
murders. Take a look at the attitude of 
your own parents. If you are successful, 
their attitirde changes. If, on the other 
hand, you fail in something, diey make 
you feel like dirt even diough they nay 
not say anything. The love of brodiers 
and sisters may not be measured by 
money but I daresay diat people like 
their rich relatives more than the poor 
ones. It is human nature. Do you have 
grandparents in your house? 1 am sure 
they get respect only if they have some 
property to give away, otherwise they 
will be neglected by everyone in the 
house, if not turned out altogether. You 
cannot do much about it. I diink we 
would be better off if we accepted 
money to be a central tool in everything 
we do and then try to earn as much 
money as we can so that we get the 
respect of our friends, relatives and 
even our own parents. 

MrE You are quite wrong what 
you say dutt. Do you diink dttt parents 
see their children from the profit 
motive? Do diey turn out their childrot 
if they do not earn? We have seen diat 
evai if a person is unraccessful, he can 
ctmtinue to live in hie home and parents 
will look after him. It is also wrong to 
say that money is central to what we^ 
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do. Maybe that is true of commerce, but 
take a look at the arts. Why does a 
painter make pictures? If the objective is 
to sell the paintings, the work is usually 
mediocre. The great painters like 
Michaelangelo and Van Gogh, for 
example, strived for perfection without 
any monetary expectations. History is 
full of examples of scientists having 
worked very hard to make something 
without expectations of reward. Even 
today, we ^d many people are trying 
to do good work without expecting 
anything in return. It is well known that 
the director of Titanic, James Cameron, 
gave up his salary when he was making 
the film. So, we ^d that people are 
committed to excellence, not money. 
Once we are able to create something 
extraordinary, the money will come by 
itself. When we make money the central 
point of everything, we become very 
small and cannot think of doing 
anything great. 

MrA The people who strive for 
excellence just for the sake of it are 
destined to live in poverty, with few 
exertions. Many writers and artists are 
recogitised only after their death. Of 
what use is such recognition? Let us 
talk of normal people. Let us accept that 
greed is a natural human tendency. 
Everyone is entitled to the good things 
of life. To achieve them one must have 
money. There is nothing wrong in this, 
of course, because improving one's lot 
is a legitimate human desire. Take a 
look at our politicians, bureaucrats and 
other rich people. They throw luxurious 
parties at their farmhouses, which are 
foithfuUy reported in the press. Yet, 
nobody questions the source of that 
wealth, which may well have been 
collected by misusing their position. 
They are respected by society. We invite 
them to become chief guests at our 
functions and to bless us. It does not 
matter what kind of people they 
actually are and whether they really 
deserve to be chief guests anywhere. So, 
acquiring wealdt is one of the chief 
nasans of our existence. Money covers 
manyi<ahoriiCoinings in character. 
Some{pe^ mentioned that the attitude 


of parents changes if we are 
unsuccessful. I would add that die 
attitude of everybody changes if we 
have money. Shopkeepers respect us, 
policemen are wdling to forgive our 
small mistakes and people are much 
more pleasant towards us if we are rich. 

MrC These are but small things. 
What is important in life is basic vdues. 
Money may get us superficial respect 
but our friends and shopkeepers may 
well be speaking bad tilings about us 
behind our backs. I remember going 
with a friend once and we were given 
royal treatment at a hotel but when we 
came out I could hear the waiters 
talking among each other that we were 
the spoilt children of rich parents. Real 
respect does not come from how we 
spend our money, but if we achieve 
something ourselves. Then again, what 
about ba.sic human values? The Beatles 
sang "Money can't buy love" and I 
quite agree with them. We cannot get 
people to like us by spending money. 
We cannot become good artists, singers, 
players, writers or even good human 
beings by our wealth. Nor is it correct 
to say that money is meaningless. The 
discussion should perhaps be what 
importance are we willing to assign to it 
in our lives? Too much of it will be 
destructive, as will too little. We 
caruiot go about our lives by allowing 
people to take advantage of us, but at 
the same time we should not let money 
make us blind to other emotions and 
values. 


MrB Your viewpoint makes sense, 
but you cannot deny the fact that 
money has become everything in life 
these days. It is useless to complain 
about being materialistic because diat is 
the system. Can we imagine a world 
without money? It is a natural invention 
which has simplified a lot of things for 
humans. That is the reason it has 
become so central in everything we do. 
For good or bad, we assign more 
inqiortance to it than other human 
qiudities. It has become a corrupting 
force. For some reason, we think that a 
rich pMsoi is b^ter than a poor one, all 


other things being equal Moreover, no 
matter how good you may be in human 
qualities or'even in your field, the 
bottom line is always how much money 
you make. We have seen sportspersons 
who had won gold medals for our 
country being forced to work as 
labourers to make a living. What was 
the use of the honour they earned for 
their country? Such is the situation in 
all other fields. Honour, respect, 
honesty—they do not help earn even a 
small sum of money. Can you then 
blame an individual for assigning more 
importance to money than he should? I 
mean, everyone has a right to a 
livelihood. By assigning pride to 
meaningless things like honour and 
patriotism, we give a person wrong 
ideas and prevent him for making a 
career and earning a decent living. 

MrD After listening to the 
arguments I think one thing is 
becoming very clear. And that is: we 
should perhaps strive for not just one 
thing or the other, but both. By giving 
too much importance to money, we may 
be blinded to many essential qualities. 
At the same time, if we do not attach 
importance to it, we may be left 
without any source of Uvelihood. Both 
tilings are important. On one extreme, 
crimes may be committed when people 
get blinded by wealth, but on the other 
extreme are people who may have 
earned honour but are forced to live in 
penury. Both are undesirable. A 
balance is required, which helps an 
individual have both respect and 
money. It is not a difficult thing to 
achieve, and just requires that we keep 
our perspective clearly in mind. I wiU 
conclude by saying that too much of 
everytiiing is bad. The same applies 
with out attitude towards money. Let 
us not give it too much importance. 
However, let us not for^t its 
importance. 


Join the Debate at 
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Model Paragraphs 


"One man's wage increase is 
another man's price increase." 

—Harold Wilson 

When the money supply increases 
without a corresponding increase in 
productivity, the natural fall-out is felt 
on the price front. Inflation is the 
direct off-shoot of more money in 
circulation and less goods and services 
in the market. Those who are organised 
and united to issue threats of strike or 
go-slow tactics, manage to have a slice 
of the national cake. Tf an individual 
stands to gain from a hike in his wages 
or salary, his counterpart, the man in 
the street or crowd, has to pay the price 
of his unorganised and helpless status 
in the shape of tightening his belt or re¬ 
shaping his budget. Every increase in 
the wage bill means a corresponding 
constraint on the State exchequer. In the 
crass competition between wage-hike 
and price-rise, the monster of iidlation 
liecomes menacing and macabre. While 
acceding to the demands of wage^ 
increase and other perks and privileges 
of the fm, the powers-that-be should 
not lose sight of the fact that the trio— 

' wage increase, price rise and incognito 
inflation-form a vicious cycle. The 
temptation to become a victim always 
remains strong but to find an escape 
route from ttie crisis mostly proves 
elusive. 

"A major cause of unhappiness is 
overestimating the happiness of 
others." 

—Margaret Thomas 
Comparisons are odious but as 
ordinary nuxtals with instincts like hate 
and love, joy and fieac we tend to’ 
compare our state of bdng witti others. 

. We often imagifle others to be much 
* more happy titan vtdiat we are and so 


inflict unhappiness on ourselves with¬ 
out any rhyme or reason. Unlike wis¬ 
dom, ^at we always presume to 
possess more than others, the quantum 
of money and volume of happiness of 
others appear over-shadowing our own. 
If human beings could come out of 
their mindsets and change their psyche 
vitt-tt-vis others, much of our melan¬ 
choly and morbidity would disappear 
and we would become more human 
and normal in our concepts and con¬ 
crete actions. The problem is not with 
our 'stars' but with our own instincts 
and mcbnations, which find others 
more fortunate m matters of being 
happy and healthy as compared to 
our sorrowful state of struggle and 
satisfaction Knowing fully well that 
happiness is a state of mind, and not 
an outcome of money or muscle 
power, we stick to our preposterous 
presumptions and overestimate the 
happiness of others, unmindful of the 
fact that such an attitude and ap¬ 
proach are the root cause of our own 
unhappiness. 

"It is easier to forgive an enemy than 
to forgive a friend." 

—Wtlliam Blake 

A foul-mouthed foe is nothing 
unusual in hiunan relations, but a 
friend turning a foe is something not 
only intolerable but also injurious to 
one's sensibilities. A friend who 
symbolises trust and fairness, cannot 
hope to be forgiven if he proves a cheat 
or a wolf in a lamb's clothing. A friend 
cheating or doerting in moments of 
trials and tribulations is like a thorn 
in tile flesh, for which no kind consid¬ 
eration or concession can be shown, 
much less forgotten or foigiven. Unlike 
a friend, an enemy is neither our well- 
wisher nor a prop to stand by us. In 


fact, he may prove a serpent in the 
grass because in tone and temper he 
represents such forces as can harm us 
any moment. With such a fellow openly 
standing in front and claiming to hurt 
and harm our interests by all means, 
there is always a chance tiiat he may 
beseech our forgiveness and evai be 
granted such an ill-deserved benefit. On 
the contrary, a friend turning his back 
when we need him the most, or resort¬ 
ing to lame excuses for his 
misdemeanour or mischief, cannot be 
treated softly. A fair-weather friend is 
worse than a sworn enemy. 

"The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom." 

—Bible 

It is the fear of the Lord that acts 
as a catalyst in our lives and we begin 
to collect the gems of wisdom in the 
form of docility over arrogance, prayer 
over pride, service over selfishness and 
the like. Had there been no fear of the 
Lord, there would have been the law of 
jungle still prevalent With the fear of 
the Lord always hovering over heads, 
we are kept on our toes. Our judgement 
does not go astray and our discretion 
becomes the best form of valour. Due to 
the awe with which we discern the 
Lord, most of the aberrations and 
distortions arc kept under check. The 
many thick layen of conceit and 
criminal propensities that turn us blind 
to our faults, remain subdued and 
finally subjugated under the all-perva¬ 
sive fear of the Lord, The dadeness 
around gets dissipated and light ap¬ 
pears as a result of our foith in the Lord 
and his supreme powers, it is horn Him 
that tile fountain of wisdom flows and 
the world beemnes a place where 
cooperation, concUiatiem and considen 
ation can work wonders. 
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CAREER 


Journalism 


fourrtaltsm fascinates many young people 
who have a keen desire of seeing their name m 
print. Anyone who has written something for 
the college paper beheivs a career in journalism 
can be pursued. This feature points out that a 
career in journalism means more than merely 
writing well. 

As we receive a number ofqueries from our 
readers who want to become famous journalists 
and editors, we decided to describe in detail the 
requirements of neu>spapers and television chan¬ 
nels today. This feature describes the skills re¬ 
quired, as also the upside and the downside of 
the field. It also gives information about how 
one can become a journalist, the qualities that 
are required to be a successful one and addresses 
of some of the well known institutes. . 

Tb an outsidet; journalism is an exciting 
field in which fame and fortune can be 
achieved if one is able to write well. The 
names of some famous journalists come eas¬ 
ily to mind: Khushwant Singh, who writes 
columns in several newspapers; M.J. Akbar, 
the editor of The Asian Age; and Si^ha De, 
former editor of Stardust and now a celebrated 
writet Opportunities in the field have also 
multiplied with the boom in magazines and 
television channels. Each of foese requires 
people who can report and interpret events 
in a coherent and interesting manner. 

To assess whether you can be a famous 
journalist, you have to first know the skills 
that are required. The first is a good com¬ 
mand over language. You must be able to 
express yourself well. A course in journal¬ 
ism will help sharpen these skills. But this 
is not ail. What is required is the ability to 
collect information and report events 
quickly. If you are in a television channel, 
it may mean going on camera as the event 
is happetung, often a difficult task, hi news¬ 
papers one has to write out the story be¬ 
fore the deadline and it must contain all 
^ correct information and the drama. 

a small error can destroy the credibil¬ 
ity rtf the journalist. So journalism is just 


not about being able to write well alone. 

The nature of a journalist's job is also 
changing. With news becoming competi¬ 
tive and personality-oriented, the job of a 
TV journalist often means waiting outside 
the offices or homes of politicians for hours 
and trying to catch a "sound byte" as the 
leader comes out. The pursuit of truth does 
not extend beyond getting a small segment 
in the news progranune. In this race, there 
is no room for being creative or following 
stories that one may like to. Threats of law¬ 
suits have made news channels and news¬ 
papers increasingly wary about publishing 
scoops and many of the investigative sto¬ 
ries are just killed. There is little room for 
creativity in today's news organisations. 

Increasing scope 

Once you accept these limitations, a 
career in journalism may be a good option. 


Some years back there was a boom in tele¬ 
vision charmels which led to an increase in 
opportunities for aspiring journalists. Many 
print journalists shifted to television. Sala¬ 
ries had jumped. Today, there is a shakeout 
among foe channels, which has led to foe 
opportunities being reduced drastically. 
Newspapers and magazines continue to 
employ journalists, but with circulations 
and profitability under stress, there has 
been a decrease in opportunities somewhat. 
However, this situation may be linked to 
foe economic slowdown and things may 
become better once foe economy picks up. 
It may be mentioned that there are over 
4,000 newspapers in 100 languages regis¬ 
tered in India and the scope for employ¬ 
ment will always exist, despite difficulties. 

Avenues in journalism have multiplied 
because of unexpected growth in two new 
areas: a) Niche publications, and b) I^b 
editing. We explain these below: 


Making a career in journaiism 

Assess yourself: Merely having a good command of English, or writing for the 
school or college magazine is not enough. It is good to have articles published in 
reputed newspapers so one can start early. Apart from writing skills, learn some editing 
and proof reading as well. Knowledge of computer will be an added advantage. 

Learn new skills: If you have set your mind on journalism, why not learn Web 
editing and join a big group? This is a new field and a rapidly growing one. 

Specialise: Either gather a degree in some discipline first or specialise in an 
area after joining a newspaper. This will help you earn fame and you may well 
become an authority on your subject. 

Free lance: It is not necessary to join a news organisation. If you are living in 
a remote area, or cannot take up a regular job, start writing on a free lance basis. 
Many organisations use free lancers for a wide variety of work. Even students can 
take this up. 

Look for other avenues: Do not be limited in news organisations wily. You can 
also do copywriting jobs for advertising agencies, media monitorirtg and research. 

Be honest; Do not joki merely for the perquisites that you might gel True, jour¬ 
nalists get Med to parties and are given a lot d gifts, but it is good to remember that 
they are nothing but brtoes. In the long run, an honestjoumaHst wW be respected more. 

Upgrade your writing skHls: Always use spare time to read and develop 
creative writing skills. Many famous writers started as journalists but becafos 
' celebrated writers by upgrading themselves. ^ 
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Niche Pubiications: This means spe¬ 
cial purpose publications catering to par¬ 
ticular industries, for example, travel and 
tourism, hotels, textiles or computers. 
Mimy such publications have been started 
in foe past few years. These "niche" pub¬ 
lications may not have the mass cir^a- 
tions of newspapers but are highly 
profitable. Howevei; to work in them one 
needs to have journalistic skills as well as 
industry knowledge. Hence, MBAs are 
employed in business publications while 
computer experts find jobs in information 
technology magazines. The idea is to de¬ 
velop a specialisation and build on it. In 
foe future, journalists with specialised skills 
in an industry may be more in demand 
than those with mere writing skills. 

Web Editing; Another avenue has 
opened up in recent times and that is be¬ 
cause of foe Internet. Many newspapers and 
magazines have web editions and require 
skilled people to maintain their sites. Web 
newspapers have also started, which do not 
have print editions. This has opened up a 
great opportunity but here those journalists 
would be requir^ who have knowledge of 
websites and how to make them attractive. 
The work involves content creation, layout, 
graphics and text on foe Web newspage. 

The scope of journalists is, therefore, 
increasing by foe day, though foe role has 
changed a great deal. Earlier^ journalists 
collected their daily quota of news at the 
Press Club and this was rehashed for pub¬ 
lication foe next day. Today, however, a 
journalist must be a professional like any 
other and must have techiucal skills as 
well. 

Develop the necessity skills 

One major shortcoming of the Indian 
press has bem its failure to follow up sto¬ 
ries. Scandals are reported but soon for¬ 
gotten because the press finds something 
dse to report. This has led to foe unfortu¬ 
nate situation where newq>apers are not 
taken seriously any mote, If fois contin¬ 
ues, the privileges et^ycd by journalists 
may well become a foii^ of the paft. The 
day of fiunous editors is also ova. |bday, 
dioerent ccUlon ate employed for diffR> 
entseetkmaasd theieisno oneperson who 
isafipoweifulinanew^peroigattiaatiQn, 


except perhaps foe owner. Do not fous 
think of a career in jourrufosm because of 
privileges that you might get. Instead, get 
a specialisation and try to make a name in 
your chosen field. 

The modem journalist should have 
skills of expression as well as technical 
skills. Even if you are a reportec you will 
have to type in your stories on a page 
imking and publishing software. Nor is it 
necessary to have a jounudism degree. One 
can belong to any discipline and hope to 
join journalism if one has demonstrated 
qualities of writing and reporting. Niche 
magazines, in any case, want specialists 
and not mere journalists. On foe other 
hand, a journalism degree will help you 
acquire skills and also enable you an en¬ 
try into a newspaper or television 
organisation. The ideal thing might be to 
zero-in on your area of sepcialisation, 
acquire a degree, and then do journalism. 
This may be a better career option than 
doing just a journalism course. 

To acquire fame, of course, one has to 
be a good journalist. Merely getting a jour¬ 
nalism degree does not make you good at 
your job First, one must have foe capabil¬ 
ity of getting infomuition. This means that 
you must have a "head for foe news". 
Then, yqu must have foe perseverance and 
grit to obtain foe information, considering 
foe fact that most people do not like to 
part with information. Fitudly, you must 
have foe ability to transform foe infonna- 
tion into an interesting story. 

Prospects 

After your basic training, you are 
ready to enter foe world of journalism. 
Whether you wish to join TV journalism or 
a newspaper^ you can expect to be a re¬ 
porter at a starting salary of Rs 5,000 per 
monfo. Growth is fast, especially if you 
show an aptitude for the job. After a few 
years you can expect to be a senior reporter 
and move in the salary of around Rs 10,000 
and foereafter it all depends on how fa¬ 
mous andgood you become.Asifo-editor's 
job consists of editing what others have 
written and prepare dw pages foat will be 
printed. Thesd^uk is laually unearthly, 
wifo ddik ending at 2 or 3 am, which 
means that sodal life has to be discarded. 


Once you ^t used to it, however, it be¬ 
comes ei^oyable. 

In TV joumaiism one can start as a 
reporter or do some research work and later 
baome a correspondent and anchor. There 
are thousands of people who want to be¬ 
come newsreaders and anchors but foey 
lack training. There are few institutes avail¬ 
able which can train you to become a 
newsreader. Even if you have training, it is 
a tough field, since newsreaders are em¬ 
ployed on contract. Presenters are given 
foe boot for minor mistake. In Doordar^an 
the situation is worse and requires politi¬ 
cal patronage. Think of this option only as 
part-time work or look for employment in 
organisations like NDTV or Sun TV 

Another option could be to start out on 
your own and become a private producer. If 
you have an idea about a programme that 
can click, approach a company which sup¬ 
plies prograriunes to channels. 

Where to study: Most universities 
have departments in journalism and naass 
communication which ofier degrees. These 
are good options but the credibility varies, 
since many universities have not kept pace 
wifo foe changing trends of joumaiism. 
They still teach outdated methodology, and 
employing organisations find that the stu¬ 
dents are as good as raw and have to be 
trained properly. 

There are other institutes which offer 
professional diplomas and some of them 
have been able to acquire good reputations. 
There is usually an entrance test and selec¬ 
tions based on the test score. Addresses of 
some of foe institutes are given below: 

1. Indian Institute of Mass Commu¬ 
nication, JNU New Campus, Aruna Asaf 
Ali Matg, New Delhi -110 067. 

2. Times School of Journalism, 10 
Daryaganj, New Delhi - 110 002. 

3. Asian College of Journalism, In¬ 
dian Express Building, Queen's Road, Ban¬ 
galore - 560 001. 

4. Xavier Institute of Mass Commu¬ 
nication, St Xavier's College, 5 Mahapalfoa 
Marg, Mumbai - 400 001. 

5. Mass Communications Research 
Centre, Jamia MlUia IsUmia, Jamia Nagar, 
New Delhi-110 025. 

In addition, there are a number of 
private institutes which have opened up, 
with var^g degrees of credibility. 
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Making a Mark in Oroup 

Discussion 


# 


Many of us who hove not participated 
in formal discussions are often scared by 
them. How does one make a mark when the 
others are equally anxious and maybe 
aggressive to do the same? What should we 
speak? What if others have already made the 
points that you have thought o/? 

These are some common doubts that iw 
have. Yet, overcoming them is not an 
impossible task. Also, remember that group 
discussions are not difficult. Make it a habit 
to participate in discussions with your family 
and friers: this mil give you the points for 
spatting and the confidence of speaking out 
In this feature we describe a typical group 
discussion and give some invaluable tips for 
clearing any group discussion 

The group discussion is a test of 
confidence and leadership. It tests how 
well-read a person is and whether he is 
able to articulate his thoughts without 
going into irrelevant monologues. 
Communicating with die group members 
is, therefore, very important, not just 
speaking out. 

The group may be small (6 members) 
or big (upto 20 members). The students 
are seated in a semi<ircle and observers 
are seated at the back or firont. A topic will 
be given and after about a minute, the 
group is asked to proceed. The discussion 
is 10^12 minutes long, after which each 
member may be asked to sum up the 
discussion. Usually, every student will be 
anxious to make a mark so die d^ussion 
may become rowdy. If this happens, a 
person must take up a leadership role and 
bring order to the group. 

The group discussion tests two dungs; 

a) die confidence to speak in a group, and 

b) the ability to make a meaningful 
coniribution. The first is built up over time 
and die second comes about if you have 
read something about the topic. Most 
topics are taken from the current political 
or economic scene so if one has just kept 
alHeatH! of current afiairs, one will be able 


to make a mark. 

We give below a group discussion on 
a common topic and give some typical 
responses of students. We then analyse the 
discussion so that readers can develop 
their own strategy for diemselves. 

Instructor Good morning. You can 
choose any topic you like or take a slip horn 
that box. You are given one minute to think 
after which please start the discussion. The 
observers will not interfere in your 
discussion. If no conclusion is reached, we 
may ask each of you to speak for a minute 
on the topic at the end of the discussion. 

Mr A: This is a very good opportunity. 
We can take an easy topic and discuss it. 
What about the nuclear blasts at 


Pokharan? Or we can discuss the bus 
diplomacy. We can speak on these topics. 

Mr B: What is there to speak on them? 
Let us not waste time but take up an 
interesting topic. 

Mr C: No, no. We should take a slip 
from the box and take up that topic. 
Otherwise we will discuss only which 
topic to choose. 

Mr D: What if the topic we get is a 
difficult one? I think we should choose a 
topic among ourselves and take up an easy 
thing, about which we know something. 
Then all can speak. 

Mr E: Friends, let me put the whole 
thing in perspective. We are given two 
options. The danger with the first one is 


Why group discussions? 

Most jobs and management schools do not want bookworms, but people 
who are outgoing and smart as well. Group discussions help check whether a 
person can articulate his thoughts and hold hib ground. 

What Is observed? 

■ Leadership skills ■ Confidence ■ Consideration for others ■ Manners 

■ Aggressive behaviour ■ Substantial viewpoints vs frivolous viewpoints 
Some common topics for Group Discussions 

1. Reservation for women is desirable 

2. The impact of India's nuclear tests 

3. Advancement in science would lead to destruction 

4. Who is responsible for ills of our country: politicians or bureaucrats? 

5. Should there be a Presidential form of goverrvnent? 

6. Management is an art or science? 

7. Are small States preferable to large States? 

8. Is our culture under threat from cable television? 

9. Environment vs development which is preferable? 

10. The role of multinationals in the economy 

How to prepare? 

■ Form an informal group and discuss serious fesues ■ Discuss currmt affairs 
with parents or elders ■ Wbteh news and current aflairs progreShmes ■ Read 
some good magazines. Read all the discussions featured in The CoMPEtmoN Master 
in the past months ■ Always think of points in favour and against the topic 

Some Important tips 

■ Always be polite ■ Never criticise ■ Give others a chance to speak ■ Make 
sura you intervene 4-5 times in the discussion ■ Be cohererd, malm your 
point and let others discuss ■ Do not be ag^eesive or loud ■ Play tfw leader 
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that we can never arrive at a topic which 
will be acceptable to all. Ihe second ration 
* is to take a slip out of the box. We may get 
an easy or difficult topic, but it w^ be 
applicable to all. We should choose an 
option that does not waste time. 

Mr F; Yes, yes. I agree. 

Mr E: If everyone is in agreemofit, let 
us take a slip out of the box. The topic on 
the slip is "Multinationals; Bane or Boon". 
I suggest we think about it and start die 
discussion. 

Mr A: This is a good topic. I am 
against multinationals. We have Coke and 
Pepsi. Do we need them? We can 
manufacture our own soft drinks. 
Multinationals destroy the local industry 
and sell non-essential products. 

Mr B: I agree with you. What is the 
fun of having Coke and Pepsi? We have 
our own Campa Cola. 

Mr C: I think water is good enough. 

Mr D: We are not here to cUscuss soft 
drinks. The topic given to us is a much 
larger one. First, let us' define 
multinational comparues. They are merely 
large companies which operate in a 
number of countries. There could be some 
Indian multinationals also. So there is 
nothing wrong with them. The point is 
whether they have a good or bad impact 
on the host countries. We have to discuss 
their business practices and find out 
whether they are desirable or not. 

Mr E: That is a very good introduction 
to the topic. Multinational companies do 
^ serve an important function that they 
bring new products and technologies in 
countries which do not have them. And it 
is not just Coke and Pepsi They set up 
power plants and build roads and bridges, 
which really helps in tite development of 
host countries. 

Mr P: But are tiiey all that good? We 
have seen that tiiey destroy local industry. 
In India they just took over existing 
companies. They came in areas of low 
technology. Merger, we have to see why 
they come at all. They come for eamii^ 
profits md often remit more money 
abroad than tiiey bring ia , 

>, Mr A: I agiw wiA you. I ant against 
multinationaU. We can pnMuce 
^ everything oyrselvetu We should be 
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multinational cott^anies? 

Mr E: We may not need multinational 
companies but then it also means that our 
conqjanies should not do business abroad. 
Can we live in an isolated world? The fact 
is that we are moving towards becoming 
a global village. The world is inter¬ 
connected. Then we have also seen that 
foreign companies bring in business 
practices that we are impressed with. Look 
at foreign banks. They are so efficient and 
friendly that the rtationalised banks look 
pathetic in comparison. I thmk we can 
learn a lot from multinationals if we keep 
our eyes and minds open. 

Mr B: Take a look at McDonald's. 
They are providing quality meals at 
affordable prices. One does not have to 
wait at their restaurants. 

Mr C: How do you account for the 
fact that they take out more than they put 
in and thus lead to impoverishing the 
country? 

Mr D: The fact is that every poor 
country needs foreign investment Poor 
countries often lack resources of their own. 
That is why foey have to invite foreign 
companies in. There is notiiing wrong in 
this, because then products like cars, air 
conditioners and so on, can be made in 
poor countries. Often multinationals 
source products from different countries 
which helps boost their export earnings. 

Mr E: We have been talking about 
Coke and Pepsi It is well known that Pepsi 
is in the foods business also and has 
helped farmers in Punjab by setting up 
modern farms to grow potatoes and 
tomatoes. Modem practices have helped 
the people in that area. 

Mr A: I still feel that multinatioiuls 
are harmful for the country. 

Mr D: Well, there could be negative 
things associated with such companies. 
They may not be very good in their 
practices. But can we do without them? I 
think the best way is to invite tirem but 
also impose some controls so that they 
follow the laws of the country and do not 
mdulge in urtfair practices. 

Mr E: I think laws are applicable to 
everyone. Very often officials in poor 
cmmtries take bribes. The foult lies not 
wifo thecoirqjany whidi gives a bribe but 
thepeisonwhoactui^y demandsone. Why 


blame the companies for our own ills? 

Mr A: What about the money tiiey 
take out? 

Mr D: We have had a good discussion 
and I think it is time to sum up. 
Multinationals may have good points arid 
some bad ones too, but competition is 
never harmful for anyone. We cannot live 
in a protected economy any longer. We 
have been protected for many years and 
the results are there for everyone to see. 
Rather than be dose about miUtination^, 
let us invite them in selected areas so that 
we get foreign mvestment in areas which 
we are lacking. Laws can be strictly 
enforced that comparues operate within 
limits and do not start meddling in 
political afiairs. 

Analysis: This short discussion gives 
some typical responses of studoits. The 
topic is a general one, but resprmses vary 
from the commonplace to the more 
informed. Usually, the discussion gets 
stuck on Coke and Pepsi but the idea is to 
go beyond these. 

lliough Mr A started the discussion, 
he could not make any good points. Later, 
he could not give any points about why 
multinationals are bad. It is also a bad 
strategy to say at foe outset whether you 
are for or against the topic. Remember, it 
is not a debate but a discussion. The first 
step should always be to introduce the 
topic without taki^ sides. See foe way in 
which foe discussion is proceeding and 
give arguments for or against. The 
observer is not interested in your beliefo 
but in what you are saying. 

The participation of Mr B and C is 
below average. A candidate must make 3- 
4 interventions. Hwir arguments are also 
not well thought out and add nothing to 
the argument. It is important to say 
relevant things which make an impact 
rather than speak for foe sake of speaking. 

The arguments of Mr D and E are 
better. They seem to be aware <rf the role 
of multinational companies. Mr E's 
approach is better as he intervenes a 
number of times. He has also taken 
initiative in foe beginning and broi;ght 
order to foe group. If sek^on has to be 
made from foe ifoove six candidates, foe 
obvious choice would be Mr E and 
thereafter, Mr D. 
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Tii« Coap«lilioB Mottor't GuM« to 

OppprtHiiiltof 


This feature alerts our readers about forthcoming examinations 
and opportunities. Institutes should send us information mil in 
advanrx to be included here. Readers are advised to assess their own 
suitability and that of the institute before applying—this feature is 
not a recommendation of any course or institute. 

CorrMpondtnoe Courses 

BA, BBA, B.Coin, B.Sc, MA, M.Comi—Eligibility: No formal 
educational qualification is required. Last date: June 29,1999. Forms 
available at study centres or write to: Special Officer, Open University 
System, Directorate of Distance Education, Annamalai University, 
Annamalalnagar • 60B 002 with a DD for Rs 50 and self-addressed 
envelope of 27x21 cm. 

Defence 

Combined Defence Services Examination—To be held on 
September 19,1999. Last date; May 3,1999. Eligibilfty: Degree from 
a recognised university. Apply on the prescribed format to: Secretary, 
Union Public Service Commission, Dholpur House, New Delhi -110 
Oil. For details see advt published on March 27,1999. 

Economies 

M.Phll programme in Applied Economics—Last date: May 
21,1999. Eligibility: Masters degree in any discipline with minimum 
50% marks. Fellowship of Rs 1500 per month. Apply to: Centre for 
Development Studies, Ulloor, Thiruvananthapuram • 695 011 wth a 
self-addressed envelope of 23x10 cm. 

Engineering 

1. IIT Joint Entrance Examination (JEE) 2000: For admission 
to IITs, IT-BHU and ISM Dhanbad. Screening test on January 2,2000. 
Main examination on May 7,2000. Look out for detailed advertisement 
in July, 1999. 

2. Masters degree programmes in Manufacturing 
Technology, Engineering Education, Computer Science and 
Enginearing—Last date; June 7,1999. Apply to; Prindpal, Technical 
Teachers TfaMng Institute, Sector 26, Chandigarh wHh a DD for Rs 120. 

Management/Computers 

1. Bachelor of Busineat and Management Studies (3 
years)—Eligibility; Class 12 with minimum 50% marks. Admission on 
the basis of QD and Interview. Last date: May 29,1999. Apply to; 
Northern Institute for Integrated Learning In Management, B-ll/68, 
Sher Shah Surl Marg, Badarpur, New Delhi • 110 044. 

2. Masters In Computers/Peraonnoi Managamant— 
EHgfoilfty: Qraduatlon with 60% marks lor MPM and graduation with 
Matha tor MCM. Written test May 30,1996. Ust date: May 20,1999. 
Apply to: Indian Institute of Cost and Management Studies and 
Raaaaroh, 85/1 Law CoHege Road, Puna • 411004 with a DO for Rs 
450. 


3. Openmat (IGNOU Management Programmes)—To be held 
on August 1, 1999. Eligibility: Bachelor’s degree with 3 years 
supervisory experience. Last date; May 31, 1999. Apply to; Indira 
Gandhi Open National University (IGNOU), Maldan Garhi, New 
Delhi-110 068 with a DD for Rs 200. Forms available at IGNOU 
Regional Centres also. 

4. Bachelor of Business Studies (BBSHEIigibility: Class 12 
with mininum 60% marks and age 17 years as on October 1, 1999. 
Written test June 6,1999. Last date; May 5,1999. Apply to; Adrr^nistrative 
Officer, Coilege of Business Studies, Vivek Vihar Phase II, Delhi -110 
095 with a DD for Rs 310 and s.a.s.e. with stamjiis of Rs 40. 

5. MBA and MCA—Eligibility: Graduation with 50% marks for 
MBA and graduation with Maths, Physics of Statistics for MCA. Written 
test May 29-30,1999. Last date; ^ril 30, 1999. Apply to; Registrar, 
University of Madras, Chepauk, Chennai • 600 005 with a DD for Re 200. 

6. BBA/BCA—Eligibility; Class 12 (with maths for BCA). Written 
test; May 9,1999. Last date; May 6,1999. Apply to: Finance Officer, 
BR Ambedkar University, Agra with a DD for Rs 375. 

7. MBA (for girls only)—Eligibility; Graduation with minimum 
50% marks. Written test: June 27,1999. Last date: May 24,1969. 
Apply to; Secretary, Banasthali Vidyapeeth, PO Banasthall, 
Ra^sthan - 304 022 with a DD for Rs 500. 

Scholarships 

Best student pro)ects In engineering disciplines—An award 
of Rs 5,000 for B.Tech students. Last date: June 5,1999. Apply to: 
Indian National Academy of Engineering, 117 Nalanda House, IIT 
Campus Hauz Khas, New Delhi -110 016 with a two-page write-up on 
A-4 paper giving; a) Name of the Institute, b) address, c) phonalax, 
dj name of student, e) brief summary of project and /) authenticated 
signature. 

Social Service 

Bachelor’s degree in Mental Retardation (BMR—3 years), 
Diploma In Mental Retardation (MR—1 year)—Eligibliity: Class 12 
with 50% marks for BMR and PQ In Social Sciences with 55% marks 
and must have cleared NET (or JRP for MR. Course Is held all mmr 
India. Entrance test for BMR: May 29,1999. Last date: April 30,1999 
for BMR and May 31,1999 tor MR. Apply to: National Institute for the 
Mentally Handicapped (NIMH), PO Manovikas Nagqf; Secundrabad • 
500 009. For details see advt published on March 27,1969. 

Tlravel and Tourism 

Diploma In International Airilna/Btandard Tteketlng Ceurae 
(6 montha)-Ellglbility: Class 10. Last data: /^il 30,1^. /Wfy to: 
Prindpal, HME Inatftuta, 2569 Phaaa I Urban Eitata, PO Mocfoi fbwn 
Dufpl Road, Ludhiana • 141002 wfoi a OD tor Ra 100 tnd'a.a.a.a. with 
Btanq» of Ra 21. 
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Descriptive Ouestiens 


Brain drain versus brain in drain 

Q. Some right thinking persons 
strongly feel that *brain drain is better 
than brain in the drain". Express your 
views on the statement based on expe¬ 
rience, knowledge and the ground re¬ 
alities. 

Ans. There is no gainsaying the fact 
that brain drain continues and the United 
States remains the most sought after des¬ 
tination of our youth who aspire high 
and wish to accomplish or realise the 
most cherished dreams of their lives. 
That careers and not the great causes 
move and motivate our aspiring yduth 
should not be construed as lack of pa¬ 
triotism on their part. Something is ter¬ 
ribly amiss in our promises and 
performance and that is why some right 
thinking persons honestly feel that brain 
drain is preferable to brain in the drain'. 

Despite our claims that liberalisation 
and economic reforms have ushered in the 
itew era of innovation and opened varied 
vistas for our technically trained youth, 
the ground realides tell a diiferent tale. Both 
opportunities and facilities for showing 
one's talent in an atmosphere free of red- 
tapism, nepotism and official apathy, are 
conspicuous by their absoice. Mediocres 
may find the going rewarding, but as far 
as ^e geniuses ate concerned, they still find 
the work environment madly mired in 
paper-work, redundant rules and regula¬ 
tions and above all obsolete work culture. 

under these dubious and devious condi- 
tiotts, the best brains fly out of the country, 
it is normal and natural. Ratiier they should 
be encouraged to make their mark else¬ 
where and bring laurels to the country of 
their birtii. 

Even after more than fifty years of 
independence, it is flie all-powerb>l 1>U- 
reaucracy that calls flw shots and fltf poor 
techitoaats, despite tiieir outstanding 
* contributions, inventions and innovative 


researches, have to play a second fiddle. 
No serious attempt has been made to give 
the pride of place to those technocrats, 
experts and pioneers in scientific and tech¬ 
nological fields who are the back-bone of 
defence and developmental strides. When 
such is the state of affairs, who would like 
to see himself or herself in the drain and 
not think of excelling outside the country, 
where both talent and merit are aptly 
appreciated and well adequately assessed. 

Whereas, rest of the world is march¬ 
ing ahead with the fast moving times, 
making the best use of their scientific and 
technical man-power, we, in India, allow 
our best brains to rot and get ruined under 
the slow-moving wheels of age-old colo¬ 
nial legacy. Those, who with the best of 
intentions, have preferred to serve their 
country, find themselves, sooner than 
feared, in a state of utter failure and frus¬ 
tration. How ridiculous it looks when both 
a horse and an ass are treated alike and the 
powers-that-be wallow in a state of indif¬ 
ference and iterance. 

Awareness on fundamental duties 

Q. Suggest three eftective measures 
to create an "awareness generation on 
fundamental duties" on the part of In¬ 
dian masses. Say how the steps sug¬ 
gested by you would be result-oriented 
in tile years to come. 

Arts. Rights and duties go together. It 
is only when the tilt is more on eitiier rights 
or duties that the plity develops visible 
distortions that are quite harniful to its 
socio-economic and politico-cultural 
healtii. Botii ought to be complimentary to 
each other. The tragedy of our life is tiiat 
we all crave and clamour for rights, but 
wilfully avoid or evade duties, both as 
(Hdinary citizens. It is time we woke up to 
create among the masses an awareness on 
fundamental duties thatthey are supposed 
to perform, to restore healtii to the plity. 


The following measures can prove quite 
timely and result-oriented. 

An almost abject apatiiy towards erne's 
duties calls for an intensive introspection 
on the prt of parents, teachers and others 
to real^ the gravity of tiie situation and 
devise steps that can make school and col¬ 
lege going students aware of their funda¬ 
mental duties towards the society at large. 
Just as charity begins at home, similarly it 
is the elders who have to set examples in 
matters of prforming their duties consci¬ 
entiously. Such norma! obligations, aspay- 
mentof all taxes and dues to the authorities 
concerned, helping the victims of an acci¬ 
dent or calamity, protecting and preserv¬ 
ing the eco-system, etc, can prove measures 
of immense value. 

School and college curricula should 
be so formulated that besides fundamen¬ 
tal rights, the students leam tiie indispns- 
ability of duties in their lives as social 
beings. More than rights, it is the place of 
ditties in a social set up that can assure 
the survival of any society. If need be, tiie 
study and practice of fundamental duties 
can be made compulsory and passing or 
qualifying in this discipline made man¬ 
datory. The teachers, on their part, will 
have to become excellent examples of botii 
precepts and practices in their conduct 
and character. 

The use of electronic media for this 
purpose can become a veritable vehicle of 
change in pople's attitudes towards their 
responsibilities as citizens of a free coun¬ 
try. One of the most potent measures of 
awareness generation bn duties can be the 
display of foe list of ten fundamental du¬ 
ties on government calendars, diaries and 
in bill boards displayed at pyblic places; 
chanting of foe li^ at morning ass^lies 
in schools and large-scale teaser orienta¬ 
tion programmes. Even serials and other 
programmes can be produced on foe sub¬ 
ject, wifo a view to creating awateness on 
foe performance of fundamental duties on 
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the part of one and all, without hindrance 
or hesitation, dithering or delay. 

Disappearance friendship 

Q. If the sentiment or bond of 
friendship disappears from the world, 
what would happen? Give three pos¬ 
sible consequences if such a thing hap¬ 
pens in future. 

Ans. Outside the charmed circle of 
blood relations, friendship is the only 
bond that stands by us through thick and 
thin. No doubt, blood is thicker than 
water, but friendship is the strongest sen¬ 
timent that one could feel proud of. If by 
any chance or quirk of circumstances, the 
blessed bond of friendship disappears 
from the world, the following conse¬ 
quences would follow: 

"In poverty and other misfortunes, 
true friends area sure refuge, lb the young 
dtey keep out of mischief; to the old they 
are a comfort and aid in their weakness, 
and those in the prime of life they incline 
to noble deeds", (Aristotle). But the mo¬ 
ment friendship takes a flight fromhuman 
lives, dte world will become most poor and 
painful fat all categories of living species. 

The pristine proverb 'a friend in need 
is a friend indeed' will no longer be found 
in the real lives of people, because the 
world widuiut friendship will be bereft of 
the stq>reine sentiment that we hold so dear 
to our hearts. The sudden disappearance 
of friendship from this world wiU mean a 
serious blow to the concepts of selfless 
service and sacritice, which happen to be 
the most cogent and colourful citadels upon 
wh’ch mutual trust and faitit are built be¬ 
tween friends. 

With friendship no more in existence 
as an ideal of human relations, we will be 
left high and dry. The most robust and le- 
lu^le channel relief in rigorous situa- | 
tions, will stand checked in ^e absence of 
a towering tie like friendship making an 
exit from our lives. 

I 

I 

Civic services and foreign | 

investment ; 

( 

Q. Some knowledgeable persons ' 
advents "Foreign Direct Investment 
fFDOT-Jo. Improve dvic servicea/fadli* [ 


ties in India. Give your considered 
views on the proposal, keeping in view 
the ground realities that prevail in most 
parts of the country. 

Ans It needs no cynic to decry and 
damn the near collapse of civic services 
or facilities in most parts of urban India. 
It also requires no proof to state that the 
services are in a shambles because of near 
financial bankruptcy of civic bodies and, 
above all, an apathetic attitude of civic 
authorities. Since the deplorable state of 
affairs cannot be allowed to continue on 
the pretext of civic bodies being starved 
of funds, it is in the fitness of things to 
invite Foreign Direct Investment in urban 
infrastructure like power, water supply, 
sanitation and garbage disposal. 

According to the Qiairman, HUDCO 
(Housing and Urban Development Cor¬ 
poration), India's total estimate require¬ 
ment for urban infrastructure 
development for the next ten years is ru¬ 
pees two lakh fifty thousand crore. The 
funds proposed in the Ninth plan for this 
purpose fall short by more than ten times 
the country's requirement. Hence, the 
immediate need for inviting both foreign 


as well as local private investment for 
improvement and augmentation of dvic 
fa(^tie8 in urban areas. Just as the State 
Electridty Boards are being restructured 
as a sine (jm non bf World Bank Aid, simi¬ 
larly, any investment by Foreign Agencies 
in civic infrastructure should be linked 
with the principles of ellidency.and ac¬ 
countability on the part of all those who 
are suppos^ to run tiiese services, from 
tite highest to the lowest functionary. 

VAti) every passing day, the inad¬ 
equacy of dvic facUities is beccuning more 
vivid and visible and tiie causes for a likely 
breakdown on this front in future are not 
beyond our comprdiension. The revenues 
accruing to the dvic bodies are being con¬ 
sumed by staff salaries and maintenance 
of over-sized establishnrent. Ihe casual and 
cavalier approach to raising resourres and 
utilising th^ judidously have been given 
a go-bye. Under foese circumstances, the 
only way out seems is to invite Foreign 
Dir^t Investment in civic infrastructure 
facilities, so that the ever growing pressure 
on urban dvic services is met squarely 
before some major mishap or tragedy over¬ 
takes us. 
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General Studies Scene 


Q. 1. The federal form of government adopted in India divisive force, 
is often accused of encouraging separatist forces in the coun- One deep*rooted belief is that people having a separate 
try. What are your views? Also discuss various languages in language must have a separate political status and au* 
India as a separatist force. tonomy. The Union government cannot escape responaibil- 

Ans. Ever since the framers of our Constitution adopted ity for creating such strong feelings among the linguistic 

the federal form of government in die country, die general factions, as the beginning to form the new States on the 

tendency of the successive governments has been towards basis of language was made by the government itself. While 
strengthening the unitary bias. By its nature, die federal system the demand for carving out new States continues to some 
has generated extreme State consciousness, not only as a tool of extent, another form of linguistic aggression is the atru^le 
identity but also as a means of encouraging separatist tenden- for including particular languages in the 8th Schedule of 
cies. The examples of north-east, Punjab and Jammu & Kashmir die Constitution. Speaking strictly from the constitutional 

can easily be quoted in this regard. But the Union government point of view, the only advantages that can accure to a lan> 

has been trying hard to assume more and more control, not only guage after it is added in the 8th Schedule are to have a 

by constitutional amendments but also by extra-constitutional member in the Official Language Commission and consid' 
institutions like the Planning Comm^on and National Devel- eration of that particular language for contribution towards 

opment Council. the development of Hindi Language. But as it has been re¬ 
integration achieved by the first Home Minister cannot vealed over the years, the real motive behind such a de- 

belie the fact that the foundation of Indian federalism was laid mand is political in nature, so that, subsequendy a separate 

cm culturally and linguistically heterogeneous territory. The State for the people speaking that language could be de¬ 
national movement during the first half of the twentien^ cen- manded. The State, however, has not been able to evolve a 

tury brought people of au regions and religious beliefs together particular criterion on the basis of which a language be- 

to achieve the unity in diversity. But the events in the recent comes eligible for induction into the 8th Schedule. The only 

past have adequately demonstrated Uiat a strong Central con- understanding which has emerged while including NepaU 

trol 1$ required if the integrity of the country is to be saved in the 8th Schedule, is that the said language must be spo- 

from the separatist forces fighting for fragmentation and ag- ken by at least one lakh people, 

gressive provincialism- One of the common demands of the Though it would be wrong to presume that every linguistic 

separatist forces is that the Centre should retain only Defoice, agitation is separatist in nature, yet in most of the strug^es for 

External Affairs, Communications and Currency and transfer languages, be it for Gorkhali or Manipuri, some overtoils (rf 
aU other subjects to the States. Not only this, separatist forces separatist aggressiveness are evident. The issue being sensitive 
in Piuijab during the late eighties and nineties, those in Jammu in nature, needs careful handling, 

and Kashmir and in parts of north east during the past had 

demanded separate States outside the Indian Union. In addi- Q. 2. In line with the Budget announcement for 1999- 
tion, many regional and ethic groups in a few States have 2000, the Reserve Bank of India has lowered the Bank 

demanded separate States like Gorkhaland, Bodoland, Rate and Cash Reserve Ratio, what impact is it going to 

Jharkhand, Uttranchal, and now Vananchal, from time to time, have on the economy? Do you think that it is a scasiUe 

Such demands cannot be teamed as separatist demands, tech- step? 

nically, but are Uie manifestations of aggressive regionalism, Ans. One of the grey areas of the Indian economy during 

expressing strong desires to break away from die existing prov- 1998-99 has been the low industrial growth rate. Hie global 

ince. slowdown has certainly affected the GDP growdi rate, as well 

Political motives behind such moves cannot be ruled out. as industrial growth rate in the economy and one of die tea- 
TheiecentpolitUdngoverdiedistrictofShaheedUdhamSngfi sons identified was lack of easy availabiUty of credit. While 
Nagar to be included in dw newly proposed State of Uttranchal the Union Budget for 1999-200Q was genejtaljy hailqjii by die 

issuchanexanq>lie.Gn 3 wdio£regional parties over the recent trade and industry, one of die areas w diM^ointment was 

past, including Nad^'i Conference, Akali Dal Piarkhand the absence of any cuts in the interest rates. During the bud- 
itukd-Mordia and Ashom Gan l^afiUhad are die indicators of get speech, the Finance Minister hatl however^ IndiMted that 

stroogsegional MpiratltMis to have Separate orstron^ States, a check on fiscal deficit would pave why for downward revi- 

But over the years, language has also continued to be one such sion of interest rates. It was expected that reduction in the 
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interest rates would result in easy availability of credit to the 
industry, thereby assisting in kickstarting the industrial re¬ 
covery. 

Quick on the heels of the Finance Minister, within 48 hours 
of the presentation of the budget, the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI), on March 1,1999, announced interest rate cuts by reduc¬ 
ing the Bank Rate, repo rates and Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR). 
Bank Rate is used as a reference rate by the RBI for refinancing 
in general and export credit in particular, which are linked to 
this rate. The Bank Rate, which was earlier increased twice during 
the year 1998, was brought down by one percentage point, to 8 
per cent. Quick to react, the State Bank of India (SBI) and the 
Bank of Baroda (BoB) announced immediate reduction in their 
Prime Leading Rates (PLRs) by one per cent, bringing them to 
12 per cent, from 13. Medium term PLR was brought down to 12 
per cent, from 12.75 per cent, by both these banks. Though no 
cut in the long-term lending rates has been announced, it is 
expected to follow suit. Lesser interest rates are expected to im¬ 
prove the off-take of bank credit, particularly by the industrial 
sector. 

CRR has been brought down from 11 per cent to 10.5 per cent, 
effective from the fortnight begitming March 13. Earlier, CRR was 
also raised twice during 1998. A cut in the CRR is always wel¬ 
comed by the trade and industry as it releases much needed funds 
for the sectors needing credit. It is expected that 0.5 per cent cut 
in the CRR would release Rs 2500 crore to the banking system for 
lending. 

Fixed Rate Repo was introduced towards the end of 
1997 to mop up excess liquidity in the wake of effect of the 
South East Asian crisis on foreign currency. This rate has 
been acting as a floor rate in the call money market and 
was raised from 6 pc.'- cent, to 9 per cent earlier. This rate 
has now been reduced to 8 per cent, with effect from March 
3, 1999. 

The above changes in rates are primarily aimed at reducing 
the interest rates, on the one hand, and increasing the credit 
availability, on the other. Some experts see it as an attempt to 
boost up the stock market, by making bank deposits less attrac¬ 
tive vis-a-vis the capital market investments. On the other hand, 
the industry perceives this step as an effort to increase the avail¬ 
ability of credit to the productive sectors and that too at lesser 
rates. 

However, the expectations of the government and indus¬ 
try may not be fully met. Whether or not a decline in lending 
rates will lead to higher off-take of credit, is not certain. In the 
past also, as the experience goes, the off-take of credit has had 
little to do with the interest rates and general conditions in the 
economy have been more important. The average credit-de¬ 
posit ratio has come down sharply from around 59 per cent in 
1996 to around 50 per cent in 1998, successive interest rate 
variations notwithstanding. Mere availability of loanable funds 
would also not help unless the general conditions in the 
economy are conducive for industrial recovery. However, a big 
boost is expected to the mutual funds wM^ may result to 
again increase the deposit rates to keep its deposits attractive 


to the investor. The good intentions of reviving the industry 
may not be matched by the end results, unless general condi¬ 
tions in the economy improve. 

Q. 3. Describe the Revenue Policy of the British before 
1957 with special reference to the Permanent Settlement, 
Ryotwari Settlement and Mahalwari Systems. 

Ans. Before the British crown took over the administra¬ 
tion in India, the East India Company also exploited the In¬ 
dian Revenues to meet the cost of their conquest in most 
parts of India, salaries of the employees in civil and military 
establishments and to meet the cost of administrative expenses 
needed to enable the colonialism to fully penetrate Indian 
villages and remote areas. Main source tapped by the East 
India Company was the land revenue and the entire burden 
was put on the Indian peasants. The substantial part of the 
produce of the peasants was taken away as land revenue 
collected by the British authorities. A new class of intermedi¬ 
aries, commonly called the Zamindars, came to the fore and 
continued to support the British rule for a very long period 
of time. 

In 1765, the East India Company acquired the Diwani or 
control of land revenues in the States of Bengal, Bihar and 
Orissa. With a view to ensure that a given sum was collected 
every year by the Company, Permanent Settlement was intro¬ 
duced in Bengal and Bihar in the year 1793 by Lord Cornwallis. 
Zamindars and Revenue Collectors were made the owners in 
their respective areas of responsibility. The peasants were re¬ 
duced to the status of tenants and their ownership rights were 
taken away. The land revenue demands were increased with 
the passage of time, and between 1794 to 1807, more than half 
of the produce was taken away as land revenue by the 
Zamindars and the goveriunent. 

In the beginning of 19th coitury, a new system called ^otwari 
Settlement was introduced in the parts of Madras and Boaibay 
Presidencies, where the Ryot or the peasant was recognised as the 
owner of the lands, subject to the payment of land revenue. The 
rent of the land (Land revenue) was fixed arbitrarily and 45 to 
55 per cent of the produce was taken away as rent. Even die year 
of failure of the crop was not exempted fr^ payment of revenue 
and if some Ryot failed to payup, his land was sold to recover die 
revenue. 

In several parts of the country, including North-West 
Provinces, parts of Central India, Punjab and Gangetic plains, 
a modified version of Zamindari, called Mahalmri system, 
was introduced. Under this system, revenue settlement was 
made by village or estate (called Mahal). Revenue collecting 
agency would collect the revenue vlllage-wfte and the rev¬ 
enue demand in this system was also raised from time to 
time. As a result of new system introduced by the Britishers, 
all the lands were made saleable and transferable, which 
resulted in extraction of maximum possible revenue from the 
cultivators. These changes ultimately resulted in many other 
evils, including rural indebtedness and unpoverMunent of 
fite peasantry. 
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General Awareness 


The questions given below were set m Combined Competitive exam 
conducted by Bihar Public Service Commission, Patm on the 29th 
November, 1998. 

We are grateful to Mr Mohd Irshad of P.O. Ramna (Dist 
Muzttffiirpur) far sending these questions. 

1. Ihe First General Election to the Lok Sabha was held in: 

(a) 1949 (b) 1952 

(c) 1950 (d) 1954 

2. The Constitution of India contains: 

(a) 300 Articles (b) 350 Articles 

(c) More than 400 Articles (d) 500 Articles 

3. The Preamble to the Constitution of India declares India 
as: 

(a) A Sovereign Democratic Republic 

(b) A Socialist Democratic Republic 

(c) A Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic RepubUc 

(d) Noneofdiese 

4. Which one of the following is not a Fundamental Right? 

(a) Right to constitutional remedies 

(b) Right to property 

(c) Right to assemble peacefully 

(d) Ri^t to free movement in the country 

5. The Constitution of India vests the executive powers of 
the Central government in: 

(a) The President of India 
(ft) The Prime Minister of India 

(c) The Union Cabinet 

(d) AUthetiuee 

6. Generally the Prime Minister of India is: 

(a) Not a member of Parliament 

(b) A member of Lok Sabha 

(c) A member of Rajya Sabha 

(d) A member of both Houses 

7. The Lok Sabha is called in session at least: 

(a) Once a year (b) TWkeayear 

(c) Ihriceayear Four tima a year 

8. The memben of Rajya Sabha are elected to: 

(a) A term of four years (b) A term of five years 

(c) A term of six years (di) Whole life 

9. Which State sends the maximum representativa to the 
House of People (Lok Sabha)? 

(e) Bihar (b) Madhya Pradesh 

(c) WbstBen^ > (d) Uttar Pradesh 

10. The Supreme Court of ^(dfowa set up; 

(b) TluoughanActofPariiamerdinlS^ 

% Unda tiw Iiidlan Independence Act 1935 

(c) Unda (h* Government of India AcL 1935 


(d) By the Constitution of India 

11. The Lok Sabha can be dissolved before the expiry of its 
term by: 

(a) The President at his discretion 

(b) The Prime Minister at his discretion 

(c) The Speaker of the Lok Sabha at his discretion 

(d) The President on the advice of the Prime Minister 

12. For its successful functioning, Panchayat Raj needs the 
full cooperation of the: 

(a) Local people (b) Central government 

(c) Bureaucracy (d) Politicians 

13. During the Eighth Plan, GDP was targetted to grow at: 

(a) 6.5 per cent (b) 4.5 per cent 

(c) 6.0 per cent (d) 5.6 per cent 

14. Most of the disguisedly unemployed persons in India ate 
found in: 

(fl) Industry (b) Agriculture 

(c) Mining (d) None of these 

15. According to the latest population census, the average 
annual growth rate of population in India: 

(a) Showed an increasing trend 

(b) Showed a decreasing trend 

(c) Has increased explosively 

(d) Has remained constant 

16. The scope of land reforms in India does not include: 

(a) Abolition of intermediaries 

(b) Consolidation of land-holdings 

(c) Co-operative farming 

(d) Housing-loans to farmers 

17. Land Development Bank form a part of the: 

(a) Commercial Banks 

(b) IDBI 

(c) NABARD 

(d) CoHjperative Credit Structure 

18. The success of Green Revolution depends on the avail¬ 
ability of: 

(a) HighVieldingVarietyfHYy) of Seeds 

(b) Adequate Irrigation Facilities 

(c) Chemical Fer^sers and Pesticides 

(d) Ail of these 

19. The New Economic Policy of 1991 was aimed at: 

(a) Liberalisation (b) Privatisation 

(c) Globalisation (tQ AH of these 


20. The highest wheat-pmdudng State in India is: 

(a) Punjab (b) Haryana 

(c) Uttar Pradesh (d) Bihar 

21. Which of the following is foe latest sin^ source of the 
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govennment's earning £tom tax revenue in India? 

(a) Excise duty (b) Customs duty 

(c) Personal income tax (d) Corporate tax 

22. Which of the following is not a Central government tax? 

(a) Income tax (b) Land revenue 

(c) Customs duty (d) Excise duty 

23. The most important item of export of India is: 

(a) Leather gocxls (b) Textiles 

(c) lha (d) Rice 

24. The RBI has helped to firuince India's foreign trade 
duough: 

(a) NABARD (fc) EXIMBANK 

(c) IDBI (d) SBI 

25. Bihar was separated horn Bengal in: 

(a) 1910 (fr) 1912 

(c) 1921 (d) 1947 

26. The total number of Lok Sabha seats from Bihar is: 

(a) 48 (b) 50 

(c) 52 (d) 54 

27. Whidi Mandal of Rigved is fully dedicated to 'SOM'? 

(a) Vn Mandal (b) Vm Mandal 

(c) DC Mandal (<f) X Mandal 

28. Which of the following region was not included in the 
empire of Ashoka? 

(t) A^hanistan (b) Bihar 

(c) Sri Lanka (d) Kalinga 

29. What was die rate of Land Revenue in die Gupta Age? 

(a) One-fourth of the product 

(b) One-sixth of the product 

(c) One-ei^th of die product 
((0 Half of the product 

30. Who was the audior of Ikbaqat-i-Nasiri? 

(a) Sieikhjamaluddin (b) Alberuni 

(c) Minhaj-us-Sraj (d) ZiauddinBami 

31. Who built die'Alai Darwaza'? 

(a) Stutmish (b) BaUian 

(c) AlauddinKhilji (d) FirojTughlaq 

32. Who wrote the'Humayunama'? 

(a) Bdiur (b) Humayun 

(c) GulBadan Begum (d) Jahangir 

33. Who got constructed the Red Fort of Delhi? 

(a) Akbar (b) Nutjahan 

(c) Jahar^ (<0 Shahjahan 

34. With whom did the British conclude the treaty of 
Srirangapattanam? 

(a) Haider All (b) Duplex 

(c) Ttpu Sultan (d) Nandriq 

35. Who was leada of the RevoU of 1857 in Bihar? 

(a) Khan Bahadur Khan (b) Kunwar Singh 

Thntiyalbpe (d) Rani Ram Kumari 

36. Where was ^e first conference of Indian Natiorud Con- 
gffwheld? 

Calcutta (b) Lahore 

(fi) Mumbai (d) Ptme 

37. ’iVho WM8 the Ificeroy to divide Bengal in 1905? 


(a) Lord Harding (b) LordCurSon 

(c) LordLytton (<0 LordMinto 

38. Which was die first Peasant lavement in whidh Ma¬ 
hatma Gandhi participated? 

(a) Kheda (b) Champaran 

(c) Bardoli (d) Baroda 

39. In which Century diere was die rise of die first Magadhan 
empire? 

(a) TV Century B.C. (b) VI Century B.C. 

(c) n Century B.C. (d) I Century B.C. 

40. Who was the ruler to first adopt Pataliputra as his 
Capital? 

(a) Chandragupta Maurya 

(b) Ashoka The Great 

(c) Chandragupta Vikramaditya 

(d) Kanishka 

41. Why the Nalanda University was world famous? 

(a) Medical Science (b) Logic 

(c) Buddhist Philosophy (d) Chemical Science 

42. Who was the leader of Bihar to lead Peasant Movement 
with Mahatma Gandhi? 

(a) BabaRamchand (b) Dr Rajendra Prasad 

(c) RajkumarShukla (d) Rafi Ahmed Kidwai 

43. Where was the birthplace of the exponent of Jainism 
Mahavir Swami? 

(a) PippaliVan (b) Vaishali 

(c) Kundgram (d) Vikramshila 

44. Name the woman who contributed most to Indian poli¬ 
tics after 1947? 


(a) ArunaAsafAli 
(c) larakeshwariSinha 
45. Milk is an example ofi 
(a) Solution 
(c) Emulsion 


(b) Kamla Rani Singh 
(d) RabriDevi 

(b) Colloidal solution 
(d) Aerosol 


46. From which of the following mineral iron is obtained? 

(a) Limestone (b) Pitchblende 

(c) Monazite sands (d) Haematite 

47. The diemical name of Vitamin C is: 

(a) Ascorbic Acid (b) Thiamine 

(c) Qtricacid (d) Thrtaricacid 

48. The energy produced on tiie sim is due to: 

(a) Nuclear fi^ion (b) Nuclear fusion 

(c) Oxidation reactions (d) Reduction reactions 

49. Which of the following does not contain carbon? 

(a) Diamcmd (b) Graphite 

(c) Charcoal (d) None of the above 

50. SirC.V.RamantecdveddieNobdPrizeinPhy8icsinthe 
r: 

(a) 1928 (b) 1930 

(c) 1932 (d) 1950 

51. The density of water is nuudmum at: 

0) 100^ ' (b) 4"C 

(c) 0^ -4*C 

52. The itiost abundant diementmearfitttust is: 

(a) Oxygen hfitiogen * 




(c) Manganese (d) Silicon 

53. The formula for plaster of paris is: 

(a) CaSO, (b) CaSO,. 

(c) CaS0,.H,0 (d) CaSO,.2HjO 

54. Which of the following adds is present in ^^egar? 

(a) Hydrochloric add (b) Qtricadd 

(c) Oxalic acid (d) Acetic add 

55. Hie ^Teed of sound in air is nearly: 

(a) lOlm/sec (b) lOntiles/min 

(c) 330 metres/sec (<0 3 x IC'cms/sec 

56. The time taken by sunlight to reach the earth surface is 
nearly: 

(a) 4.2 sec (b) 4.8 min 

(c) 8.5 min (d) 3.6 hours 

57. Chromatography is a technique used for: 

(a) Identification of coloured substances 

^ (b) Structure determination of substances 

(c) Fractional distillation of coloured substances 

(d) Separation of substances fiom a mucture 

58. Efomestic L.PG. Cylinders are not provided with pres¬ 
sure meters because: 

(a) They are very expensive 

(b) They cannot show the quantity of gas in LEG. Cylin¬ 
ders 

(c) They are not safe to use 

Id) They get choked by the LEG. 

59. The nature of light radiations is: 

(a) Whveiike 

(b) Particle like 

(c) Bofii wave and particle like 

(d) Neither wave nor particle like 

60. Dry ice is: 

(a) ^lid water 

(b) Solid carbon dioxide 

(c) Dehydrated ice 

(d) Solid hydiogot peroxide 

61. Indian Natirmal Congress was founded by: 

(a) A.O.Hume (b) SuiendtanadiBanetjee 

(c) W.C.B(Hmet}i (<Q Annie Besant 

62. Namelhe^^roy of India associated with the Partition 
of Boigal: 

(a) LotdRfKm (b) LordCurzon 

IxMdl^ttQn (<0 L(»d Mounfoatten 

63. The sof\g'\^eMataram'was written by: 

(a) Kabindranathikgore 

(b) NdjagopalMitra 

(c) BankimaumdraChatt«)ee 
Gidah Chandra Ghosh 

64. Theres(di)tionofTuinaSwaraj'(conq)leteindq>a\dence) 
was passed at the Lahore Congress In the year 

(A) 1919 (b) 1929 

1939 (d) 1942 

65. Wlfowhom^^sfolement'^angismylHrdulghtand 
I will have if .aasMtatsd? 


(a) Lala Lajpat Rai 

(b) Mahatma Gandhi 

(c) Bal Gangadhar lUak 

(d) Subhas Chandra Bose 

66. The resolution demanding the establishment of Pakistan 
was passed by Muslim League in the year: 

(a) 1905 (b) 1917 

(c) 1940 (d) 1946 

67. Ramsay Macdonald's CommunalAward of August, 1932 
created for the first time a separate electorate for: 

(a) Muslims (b) hidian Christians 

(c) Anglo-Indians (d) Untouchables 

68. The Govenunent of India Act, 1935 abolished: 

(a) ProvincialAutonomy 

(b) Provincial Dyarchy 

(c) Federal Structure of India 

(d) Responsible government at tite Centre 

69. The famous formula foat Swari^ must be for the 'masses' 
and not for the 'classes' alone was enunciated by: 

(a) C.R. Das (b) C. Rajagopalachari 

(c) Motilal Nehru [d) GopinathSaha 

70. 'Quit India' resolution was passed by A.I.C.C. in foe year, 

(a) 1907 (b) 1917 

(c) 1930 (d) 1942 

71. The formation of foe Azad Hind Govenunent was an¬ 
nounced on: 

(a) 26th January, 1930 (b) 8fo August, 1942 

(c) 21st October, 1943 (d) 18fo Fd)ruary, 1946 

72. Who was not associated wifo Champaran Movement? 

(a) Rajendra Prasad 

(b) Anugraha Narayan Sinha 

(c) }.B.IUpalani 

(d) Jayaprakash Narayan 

73. Isra^ the country, was created for: 

(a) Buddhists (b) Christians 

(c) Jews (d) Muslims 

74. The Planet which has no Satellite is: 

(a) Mars (b) Mercury 

(c) Neptune (d) Pluto 

75. Gulf Stream is: 

(a) A river in foe Gulf 

(b) An Ocean Current 

(c) Anotiier name of Jet Stream 

(d) A Surface lAtod 

76. Ihemostpopulouscountry of theworldis: 

(a) India (b) U.SA 

(c) China (d) Russia 

77. Johannesburg is famous fm:: 

(a) Gold-mining (b) IbHiilniiEig , 

(c) Mica-minii^ ^ Itlo^^pR-mining 

78. Pygmies are inhabitants of:. 

(a) Africa 0) Atda 

(c) Australia SpufoAmerica 

79. The highest mountain peak lit India is: 

Mount Everest (b) Kaitduuqunga 
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(c) Godwin Austin (d) NangaParbat 

80. 'Regur'is the name of; 

(a) Red soil (b) Black soil 

(c) Alluvial soil (d) Lateritesoil 

81. Delhi is: 

(a) A State 

(b) A Union Territory 

(c) An Autonomous Council 

(d) None of these 

82. The Cauvery water-dispute is between: 

(a) Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu 

(b) Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka 

(c) Karnataka and Tamil Nadu 

(d) Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry 

83. Garos are the tribe of‘ 

(a) Assam {[>) Manipur 

(c) Mizoram (d) Meghalaya 

84. Bhakra-Nangal is a jomt project of: 

(a) Haryana-Punjab-Rajasthan 

(b) Haryana-Punjab-Delhi 

(c) Himachal Pradesh-Haryana-Punjab 

(d) Punjab-Deihi-Rajasthan 

85. The Konkan Railway runs in the States of. 

(a) Maharashtra-Goa-Kamataka 

(b) Maharashtra-Kamataka-Kerala 

(c) Maharashtra-Goa-Kerala 

(d) Maharashtra-Goa-Kamataka-Kerala 

86. Out of the total geographical area of Bihar, forests cover 
about: 

(a) 17% (b) 23% 

(c) 27% • (d) 33% 

87. Heavy Machine Building Plant in Bihar is located at: 

(a) Jamshedpur (b) Bokaro 

(c) Barauni (d) Ranchi 

88. Maithon in Bihar generates* 

(fl) Thermal Power (b) Hydel Power 

(c) Atomic Power (d) Solar Power 

89. In India, Bihar is a leading producer of: 

(fl) Lead (b) Manganese 

(c) Mica (d) Limestone 

90. Who is the Secretary-General of the UN? 

(fl) Boutros Boutros Ghall 

(b) Kofi Annan 

(c) Perez-de-Cuellar 

(d) U Thant 

91. Saddam Hussein is the President of: 

(fl) Iraq (b) ban 

(c) Kuwait (<0 Saudi Arabia 

92. "Agni" is a name associated wifiu 
(fl) Fire-fighting madiine 

(b) Battle tank 

(c) Aeroplane 

(<0 Mist^ developed by India 

93. International Court of Justice is located at; 

(it). Geneva (b) The Hague 


(c) London (d) Pans 

94. The Statue of Liberty is associated with; 

(fl) France (b) Spain 

(c) U.K. (d) U.S.A. 

95. In South Africa, who fought a long battle against apart¬ 
heid? 

(fl) Kenneth Kaunda (b) IdiAmin 

(c) Yasser Arafat (d) Nelson Mandela 

96. Who is the Prime Minister of England? 

(fl) Bill Clinton (b) John F. Kennedy 

(c) Benjamin Netanyahu (d) Tony Blair 

97. Wluch country lifted the Sharjah Cup in 1998? 

(fl) Australia (b) Indi^ 

(c) New Zealand (d) Pakistan 

98. Who was appointed the Governor of Bihar by A.B. 
Vajpayee's government? 

(fl) Sundar Singh Bhandari 

(b) SundarlalPatwa 

(c) Swaraj Kaushal 

(d) Pramck Mahajan 

99. Karunanidhi is the Chief Minister of: 

(fl) Andhra Pradesh (b) Karnataka 

(c) Kerala (d) Tamil Nadu 

100. Madras has been renamed as; 

(fl) Chennai (b) Karmavatinagar 

(c) Mumbai (d) Rajpura 

ANSWERS 

1. (b) 2. (c) 3. (c) 4. (b) 5. (fl) 6. (b) 

7. (b) 8. (c) 9. (d) 10. (d) 11. (d) 12. (a) 

13. (d) 14. (b) 15. (fl) 16. (d) 17. (c) 18. (d) 

19. (d) 20. (c) 21. (fl) 22. (b) 23. (c) 24. (b) 

25. (b) 26. (d) 27. (c) 28. (c) 29. (b) 30. (c) 

31. (c) 32. (c) 33. (d) 34. (c) 35. (c) 36. (c) 

37. (b) 38. (b) 39. (c) 40. (fl) 41. (c) 42. (b) 

43. (b) 44. (fl) 45. (c) 46. (d) 47. (fl) 48. (b) 

49. (d) 50. (fl) 51. (b) 52. (fl) 53. (b) 

54. (d) also called ethanoic. 

55. (c) 56. (c) 57. (d) 58. (b) 59. (fl) 60. (b)CO. 

61. (fl) 62. (b) 63. (c) 64. (b) 65. (c) 66. (c) 

67. (d) 68. (b) 69. (a) 70. (d) 71. (c) 72. (d) 

73. (c) 74. (b) 75. (b) 76. (c) 77. (fl) 

78. (fl) in Congo Basin 

79. (c) 8,611 metre 

80. (b) 

81. (<0 Delhi was made National Capital Regioi) as per the Con¬ 

stitution (69fit AmendmenQAct, 1991. IlwAct alsomade 
provisions for legislative Anembly and Council of Min¬ 
isters for Delhi. 

82. (c) 

83. (<0 Garo Hills in Meghalaya 

84. (c) 85. (d) 86. («) 87. (a) 88. (b) 89. (c) 

90. (b) 91. (fl) 92. (d) 93. (b) 94. (d) 95. (d) ^ 

96. (d) 97. (b) 98. (fl) 99. (d) 100. (fl) 
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Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Q. Recent currency collapses in the 
world have led some people to suggest 
that we, in India, should think of aban¬ 
doning the capital account convertibil¬ 
ity. Give your views highlighting what 
can be done to build a strong rupee. 

Ans. Capital Account Comvrtibility 
(CAC) gives the assurance that capital can flow 
freely in and out of the country After the South 
East Asian crisis, there has been a lot of debate 
and discussion about the feasibility of adopt¬ 
ing capital account comvrtibility The follow¬ 
ing are tm sides of the issue. 

Arguments For 

1. CAC should not be forsaken. In 
principal, it has some advantages. Assum¬ 
ing a simple law of diminishing marginal 
return operating, a poor country having 
less capital would have higher marginal 
productivity of capital than a rich coun¬ 
try with more capital. So, if all restrictions 
on capital flows are removed, India would 
attract more capital from abroad. Foreign 
capital would not only augment domes¬ 
tic investment, but also improve produc¬ 
tivity of domestic capital through 
competition. Domestic capital can also 
benefit from investment opportunities 
abroad. 

2. CAC is expected to help improve 
the allocation of capital and the assurance 
that capital could flow freely in and out of 
the country would be of considerable im¬ 
portance to potential foreign investors. 

Arguments Against 

1. The problem with CAC is that the 
world capital market is not perfect. Global 
capital flows are iughly sensitive to subjec¬ 
tive factors. The Latin American countries 
that have introduced CAC prematurely 
suffered heavily. Portfolio capital flow, the 
dominant componentof global capiQd flow 
during the and 19908, is notorious 
for itiational behaviour Even in East Asia, 
when portfolio investmoit was liberalised 
during the 19908, iho inflow jumped from 


$ 6 billion to $ 36 billion in no time. But 
when the crisis hit these economies, it went 
out en masse. 

2. A recent study by the World Bank 
has listed the following responsible for 
currency collapses in the 1990s : real ex¬ 
change rate misalignment; sluggish export 
growth and stock prices; high ratio of broad 
money to international reserves, sluggish 
output growth; "excess" narrow money 
balances; pwr international reserves; lui- 
stable broad money multiplier; and high 
ratio of domestic credit to tiDP. By most ot | 
these criteria India is not ready lor CAC 

It Ls important to note that mainte¬ 
nance of "reasonable" values for the vari¬ 
ables mentioned above cannot be done by 
the government alone. Apart from pursu¬ 
ing sound monetary and fiscal policies 
there is the critical question of financial 
sector reform and credibility. The financial 
sector plays a crucial role in mediating 
between savers and investors in the 
economy. It must choose the right projects 
and monitor them continually. In *is pro¬ 
cess, financial markets would serve sev¬ 
eral other purposes such as reducing risk, 
increasing liquidity and conveying infor¬ 
mation. 

Moreover, free market requires a regu¬ 
latory body to ensure fair play. As of now, 
there is no regulatory agency to supervise 
portfolio capital flows. The portfolio capi¬ 
tal is beyond the control of any govern¬ 
ment. Hw size of these transactions is so 
large that a small change in this can 
destabilise the financial system of a devel¬ 
oping country. Therefore, care has to be 
taken to handle these. 

There is no doubt about the fact that 
there is a strong logic favouring CAC—the 
amount of capital required to make ad¬ 
equate infrastructural improvements is too 
Imge to be garnered domestically; and that 
foreign capital inflows do inde^ help in 
capital accumulation and growth and also 
lead to a mote efficient allocation of re¬ 


sources. This results from taking advan¬ 
tage of differences among countries in the 
pi^uctivity of capital and opportunities 
for risk diversification. In theory, capital 
account convertibility allows more risk 
diversification (more risky projects can be 
undertaken) leading to higher expected 
returns. In practice, the higher the per¬ 
ceived exit barriers from a country, the more 
difficult it would be to attract capital. 
Therefore, to make foreign investment 
flows effective, policy environments are 
conducive. 

The Tarapore committee has rightly 
listed "macroeconomic preconditions" that 
India needs to attain before attempting 
CAC. These involve; a significant r^uc- 
tion in fiscal deficit, reserve ratios for banks 
(CRR), NPAs of the financial sector and the 
inflation rate. Since these preconditions ate 
impossible to attain quickly and simulta¬ 
neously, we should adopt a phased and 
gradual approach to convertibility. 

Q. The Budget brings in a new set 
of policies every year and along with it, 
some instability.' Dp you agree? Give 
your arguments, highlighting why we 
should have a budget at all. 

Ans. The Budget is a statement of ac¬ 
counts, of government's rawmies and expen¬ 
ditures Its relevance comes with the role it 
plays m bringing in a imo direction every year. 
Surprisingly, its presentation is criticised on 
the same basis only. 

Arguments in support of the Budget 

1. Even if it is for a day, the Budget 
forces our political class to pay attention to 
the real needs of the people. It is a time 
when the government focusses on what 
needs to be done to uplift ffie lower sec¬ 
tions of society. It analyses its previous 
schemes and pays attention to ffie loop¬ 
holes. 

2. The Budget has become a perfor¬ 
mance of a kind, especially since it is a 
media event now. As a dialogue between 
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the rulers and the ruled, it helps to create 
the nation. Once a year, it offers a chance 
to sit back and review our econonuc 
progress. It forces the rulers to focus atten¬ 
tion on priorities. It improves the economic 
literacy, both of the rulers to and the ruled. 
Much like an election, it is an exercise in 
democracy. 

3. The presentation of the Budget has 
become synonymous with the announce¬ 
ment of major reforms The country seeks 
a vision of the future in tlie budget. Also, 
with the opening of our economy, it has 
assumed international interest. For ex¬ 
ample, foreign investors want to know if 
India is becoming a modern, efficient 
economy or is it stuck in its old, corrupt 
ways. Therefore, in an age of reform, the 
Budget matters. 

Arguments Against the introduction 
of the Budget 

1. The budget makes a departure from 
the past and introduces significant changes 
in the tax system every year. This makes 
both the stock market and the business 
community apprehensive near the time of 
the announcement of the budget. 

2. The Finance Minister alters the tax 
system every year. By doing so, he creates 
uncertainty for business, investors and con¬ 
sumers. A new project that is set up has to 
be based, for instance, on certain norms 
about the tax incidence on the product 
manufactured or the profits generated. 
When the rates are changed, the commer¬ 
cial viability of the project is disturbed If 
the excise duty is sudde^y increased, price 
will rise and demand fall, crippling the 
project before it starts. 

3. Excise duties, customs and simple 
taxes have been made into a complex sys¬ 
tem. The budget does not always focus on 
how to make the system simple and easy 
to understand. 

Over the years, the financial role of 
the Budget has been supplanted by its so¬ 
cial role. Governments have used the Bud¬ 
gets to make political statements and for 
announcmg welfare schemes. The state¬ 
ments, however, should be preceded by a 
detailed homework and planning. 

Vie should recognise the fact that the 
power of the Budget is limited. It provides 
an «iabling environment. But to assume 
tiiat fee Budget by itself can revive growth 


and investment is wrong. It is only a part 
of a process. The process is more impor¬ 
tant. The overall process should be im¬ 
proved to make the budget more effective. 

Q. How can Domestic Saving be in¬ 
creased in the country? 

Ans. Efforts to raise savings can be 
studied in two categories. Tlie first category 
u5 a general category which includes fac¬ 
tors conducive to the creation of a 
favourable climate for the increase in sav- 
mg. These are; 

(a) Financial institutions: Adequacy 
of these institutions is very important since 
these provide a variety of saving instru¬ 
ments c’.g bank deposits of different 
maturities carrying different interest rates, 
life insurance of various amounts. These 
mstitutions provide funds to the investors. 

(b) Interest rate, this is probably the 
most important incentive for the savers. In 
order to encourage savings, the money in¬ 
terest rate should not only be reasonably 
high but it should be continuously adjusted 
with the changes in the price level, so as to 
keep the real rate of interest attractive. In 
India, the interest rate has not been prop¬ 
erly aligned with the price level, in fact, it 
has lagged behind. The propensity to save 
is high in the country. Therefore, a rate of 
interest which is attractive in the real sense, 
can bring forth a much larger saving. 

(c) Inflation; If the price rise in the 
country is allowed to stay in its limit, it can 
affect savings positively. 

(d) Income distribution; Savings are 
considered to be a function of the propor¬ 
tion of national income accruing to the 
owners of property. Larger the proportion 
of income going this class, larger the sav¬ 
ing. 

(e) Fiscal factor This has two aspects. 
One is its taxation aspect. Taxes raise gov¬ 
ernment revenue and are helpful in in¬ 
creasing government saving. But this 
could harm the saving potential of the 
economy from being fully reaUsed if taxes 
are not appropriately devised e.g. very 
high tax rates on income can adversely 
affect the incentive to work and in conse¬ 
quence reduce income and saving. High 
indirect taxes could also raise the prices 
such that household saving would be re¬ 
duced. The second aspect of the fiscal 


policy is the expenditure of the govern¬ 
ment. The pattern of expenditure needs 
to be such that the productive capacity of 
the people is raised which in turn increases 
the saving. 

There are certain specific factors also 
which affect saving. Specific mea^ires have 
to be taken keeping in view the special 
features of the three saving sectors. 

1. The Household Sector; For this 
sector, schemes of saving have to be de¬ 
vised. Saving instruments need to be made 
available also. Of these, the most preferred 
are "deposits". Next in importance is 
"provident and pension funds". Also, "life 
insurance" is becoming increasmgly impor¬ 
tant 

2. Private Corporate Sector; The im¬ 
portant thing here is "retainal profits". Tie 
sue of retained profits can be increased by 
taking two measures. First, we can curb 
lavish perks for persoruiel and entertain¬ 
ment allowances. Second, these enterprises 
should be allowed to make larger profits 
provided a significant proportion of these 
profits is used for the creation of capital 
assets. The earning capacity of these enter¬ 
prises should be raised through improve¬ 
ment in its efficiency. We can also try to 
give liberal tax concessions provided a 
major proportion of profits is ploughed to 
capital accumulation. 

3. Public Sector; There are various 
measures for raising the savings of the pub¬ 
lic sector. These require an increase in cur¬ 
rent revenue and a reasonable limit on the 
current expend iturc, so as to maximize gov¬ 
ernment savings, as also stepping up of 
the surpluses of the government undertak¬ 
ings. 

Q. What can be done to have a ro¬ 
bust, efficient, productive and profitable 
financial system and enhance its capa¬ 
bilities of providing financial services? 

Ans. A country's financial system 
comprises financial instUptions (banks, co¬ 
operative credit societies, insurance agen¬ 
cies, financial development institutions 
etc.), financial Instruments (deposits, 
bonds, debentures, shares. Insurance etc.) 
and financial markets (money market and 
capHfd market). Ihrou^ thent, the system 
provides financial services which help in 
mobilising savings of the economy, and 
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allocating the same among the investors. 
India's financial system is, in part, modem 
and quite sophisticated. However, we need 
to make it more profitable and sound. 

To improve environment we can take 
the following measures: 

(i) Proper organisational frame¬ 
work: The savers/lenders and the inves¬ 
tors/borrowers require a set of suitable 
laws and rules that govern the transactions 
they enter with the financial institutions/ 
intermediaries. There should be a clear rec¬ 
ognition of the riglits and obligations of 
the transaction parties. 

(if) Market orientation' A free ma^ 
ket is also a requirement ot a sound finan¬ 
cial system. The market funttions best if 
the mformation in respect of lenders and 
borrowers, as also opportunities of invest¬ 
ments are adequate and reliable. If the 
number of institutions is large enough to 
promote competition among them th^ the 
efficiency of market is enhanced. 

(ill) Macroeconomic Stability- It is 
important to generate and maintain eco¬ 
nomic stability of the economy. A stable 
price level, characterised by a mild rate of 
inflation or slow rising price-level, is help¬ 
ful in keeping the real rate ot interest (i e 
nominal rate adjusted for price rise) posi¬ 
tive. 

(in) Reliable Information; The avail¬ 
ability of trustworthy information on fi¬ 
nancial matters is also necessary to 
maintain a sound financial system. This 
relates to the various financial assets and 
their yields, in which the lender/payer is 
interested. This information, if organised 
properly can encourage saving in the fi¬ 
nancial form, and investment of the same 
in the most productive lines. 

To improve performance, we can take 
the following measures: 

(f) Overcoming weaknesses: The 
system must be cleansed of its ills e.g. 
the "directed credit" which causes mis- 
allocation of huge resources, should go. 
Instead, efforts should be made to sup¬ 
ply credit in adequate quantity and on 
time to the small but productive borrow¬ 
ers. The practice of giving credit on lower 
than market rate should also be done 
away with. Also, nationalised institu¬ 
tions should be freed from the plethora 
of unnecessary controls. 


(ri) Diversifying services; The sys¬ 
tem should serve bofo the savers/lenders 
and the investors/borrowers with better 
and new hnancial services to cater to the 
emerging situations. Special financial in¬ 
struments need to be devised to cater to 
their needs and free them from the money¬ 
lenders. 

(til) Upgrading working; Institutions 
need to function in a manner that inspire 
confidence in the savers and the investors 
They should also monitor their workmg. 

The improvement in the environment 
along with the measures to foster a sound 
system, as described above, will together 
increase financial savings, and make their 
use productive and profitable 

Q. What have been some of the 
weaknesses of the Tenth Finance Com¬ 
mission? What can be done to improve 
the state of federal finance in India? 

Ans. Although the Tenth Finance 
Commission (TFC) has done a commend¬ 
able job in certain respects, there are some 
areas where much is left to be desired; 

(i) In considering fiscal deficits and 
generating surpluses for capital invest¬ 
ments, the TFC has restricted itself to the 
examination of non-plan expenditure only. 
Without taking into account the plan ex¬ 
penditure, in fact, the entire revenue ac¬ 
count, its concentration on non-plan 
expenditure is a flawed approach to the 
problem of healthy finance. 

(I'O For forecasting revenues and ex¬ 
penditure for the future the TFC looked at 
the past trends. Or in other words, it 
adopted a historical basis for these fore¬ 
casts. In this way, it gave up the sensible 
normative approach used by the Ninth 
Finance Commission, whereby the esti¬ 
mates for the future are made on the basis 
of what should be, keeping in view the 
potentials of revenues and the expenditure 
responsibilities of the States. 

{Hi} The TFC is unrealistic in estimat¬ 
ing the returns of the PSUs. While it agreed 
that the returns from the Central PSUs are 
around 1.82 per cent of equity, it wishes 
foe returns to improve to around 8 per 
cent and raises foe estimates from this 
source by a huge amount (of nearly Rs 28 
thousand crore over foe five year period). 
Now in both foese cases foe TFC is quite 


unrealistic. 

(ill) There is a contradiction also. The 
TFC had taken note of foe anticipated ef¬ 
fect on the excise revenue of the prohibi¬ 
tion policy of a State and made projections 
on that basis. As pointed above, it rejected 
foe need for providing for expenditure by 
theCentre in anticipation of the recommen¬ 
dations of the Pay Commission. 

Future Iksks 

There are some areas of federal finance 
which need thorough examination. There 
are problems for which right solutions have 
yet to be found. 

(i) Fiscal discipline: One of foe main 
objectives is to phase out the revenue defi¬ 
cits at foe earliest. As a first step, there is 
foe need for fixing ceilings on foe revenue 
defiats. Also, this should be enforced prop¬ 
erly. 

(ii) Limiting non-plan expenditure: 
Then? are three ma|or items involving huge 
expenditure which need to be examin^ 
with a view to reducing spendmgs on them. 
First, the budgetary support to the public 
enterprises Second, there is a need to re¬ 
duce subsidies in several areas. Three, foe 
growing burden of interest should be re¬ 
duced 

(ill) Arrangements for monitoring: 
We should have some arrangement for 
monitoring the effects of the recommen¬ 
dations of the Finance Commission. The 
experience in this respect needs to be 
documented and analysed properly to 
ensure that the country moves further 
along a healfoy course with better data 
base 

(ip) An Integrated View; Various fi¬ 
nancial flows from foe Centre to the States, 
and foe distribution of foese among foe 
States, should be treated together and their 
consequences for the economy should be 
examined as a whole. This is necessary to 
get over foe present compartmentalised or 
fragmented way of treating foe subject, 
wherein separate agencies look after dif¬ 
ferent components of foe total flow. This 
conception can be fully realised if foe range 
of federal finances are widened to include 
local finances in it. Lack of an integrated 
view causes much avoidable controversies 
and disatisfaction among the concerned 
parties. 
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Improve Your Word Power 


1. annuity: (d) blank face 
{b) ugly situation (c) daily 
routine (d) fixed money. 

2. broadside: (a) relief (b) 
remorse (c) firing (d) defiance. 

3. cliche: (d) common¬ 
place idiom (b) critical 
comment (c) oral order (d) late 
arrival. 

4. doodle: (a) justify 

(b) sketch (c) define (d) shout. 

5. expendable: (d) to be 
destroyed (b) to be recons¬ 
tructed (c) to be interviewed 
(d) to be warned. 

6. flatulently: (a) deli¬ 
cately (b) obediently (c) 
pompously (d) disorderly. 

7. gratuitous;-(d) un- 
I charitable (b) unwarranted (c) 
unavoidable (d) unconven¬ 
tional. 

8. hone: (d) wear (b) tear 

(c) wither (d) sharpen. 

9. immutable: (d) irre¬ 
parable (b) incorrigible (c) 
unchangeable (d) intolerable. 

10. jockey (\0: (a) protect 
(b) manipulate (c) protest (d) 
measure. 

ll.loony: (d)aa^person 
(b) secular outlook (c) 
scientific temper (d) scholarly 
achievement. 


12. mercenary: (a) in¬ 
terested in facts (b) interested 
in gossips (c) interested in 
money (d) interested in films. 

13. nucleus: (d) central 
part (b) unimportant part (c) 
orthodox ceremony (d) simple 
explanation. 

14. obfuscate: (d) make 
ugly (&) make easy (c) make 
attractive (d) make difficult. 

15. prevaricate: (d) avoid 
talking relevant (b) avoid 
telling truth (c) avoid meeting 
people (d) avoid working 
hard. 

16. redolent: (d) strongly 
suggestive (b) highly explosive 

(c) meekly assertive (d) acutely 
painful. 

17. snooty; (d) showing 
indifference {b) showing 
sympathy (c) showing interest 

(d) showing contempt. 

18. turmoil: (d) great 
event (6) unholy alliance (c) 
great disturbance (d) uneasy 
calm. 

19. wrath: (d) wisdom 
(b) warrior (c) anger (d) 
agony. 

20. zany: (d) ridiculous {b) 
sublime (c) virtuous (d) 
deceptive. 


ANSWERS 

1. annuity; (d) fixed 
money or sum. 

—The Haryana govern¬ 
ment has decided to grant 
tnttuity to Sena medal 
awardees. 

2. broadside: (c) firing. 

—Even the most recent 


ballistic broadsides on Baghdad 
have faded to take out secret 
weapons' plants there. 

3. cliche (d) commonplace 
idiom or phrase. 

—Clichi is a feature of bad 
journalism. 

4. doodle: (b) scribble, 
sketch. 

—While doodling on sand. 


he etched the face of Lord 
Shiva. 

5. expendable: (d) to be 
destroyed 

—The poor arc expendable 
(as) India is paying the price 
of liberalisation. 

6. flatulently; (c) pom¬ 
pously, pretentiously. 

—A leading national 
political party taiherflalulently 
declared Hinduism was the 
most effective guarantor of 
secularism in India. 

7. gratuitous; (b) unwar¬ 
ranted, uncalled for. 

—There is a lot of 
gratuitous concern for 
indulgent parents showering 
brash kids with expensive toys 
and then having to face the 
consequences. 

8. hone: (d) sharpen. 

—A few boys and girls 

formed an informal band to 
hone their skills on sand near 
the beach. 

9. immutable: (c) un¬ 
changeable. 

—Truth does not depend 
upon the tenets given in an 
immutable book or scripture. 

10. jockey (V); (t>) mani¬ 
pulate, manoeuvre. 

—The ruling party 
legislators are jockeying for a 
ministerial berth in the next 
Cabinet expansion. 

11. loony: (a) crazy or 
lunatic. 

—A mindless outburst 
against the Nobel Laureate has 
been viewed as the ranting of 
a loony. 

12. mercenary: (c) in¬ 
terested in money. 


—Don't praise him too 
much because his actions arc 
entirely mercenary. 

13. nucleus (d) central or 
mam part. 

—These paintings will 
form the nucleus ot a new 
collection (i e otlicrs will be 
added to them). 

14. obfuscate; (d) make 
difficult (to understand). 

—The writer often 
obfuscates the real issues with 
petty details. 

15. prevaricate; (b) avoid 
telling truth. 

—Tell us exactly what 
happened in the meeting and 
don't prevaricate. 

16. redolent: (d) strongly 
suggestive. 

—The recent excavations 
in Haryana are quite redolent 
of the past history and culture 
of ancient India. 

17. snooty: (d) showing 
contempt towards others. 

—She is too snooty to 
be seen talking to 
neighbours. 

18. turmoil: (c) great 
disturbance. 

—The country was in a 
turmoil during the strike. 

19. wrath: (c) anger. 

—The children's unruly 

behaviour incurred the head 
teacher's ivfath. 

20. zany: (d) ridiculous, 
accentric. 

—The depiction of 
corrupt officials in the film 
seems happy and zany 
understatement compared 
to the reality we are faced 
with. 
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Their Effects on our lives 


Sachin Tendulkar. Shahrukh Khan. 
Arundhoti Roy. Bill Gates. 

People we love and admire. People 
whose success we would love to emu 
lote. People who con teach us 
something and whose lives ore 
on inspiration to us. 

True, it is not necessary 
to hove role models. But if 
we hove somebody to 
look up to, we will find 
motivation in our own 
lives. After oil, these 
people did not 
become rich and suc¬ 
cessful in on instant. 

Behind the success of each 
person lies days of gru¬ 
elling practice, persever¬ 
ance, hard work, the ability to 
learn from failures, a burning 
desire to moke it big and a belief 
in oneself. 

In this month's cover feature, we 
explore what makes a person 
rise from the ordinary to 
achieve great suc¬ 
cess. We hope 
our readers will 
take inspiration 
from the lives 
of successful 
people and try 
to become 
like them. 


I 


"n the '60s 
and the '70s, 
young men 
•and women 
were self-confessed 
admirers of Swami 
Vivdcananda and Jawahar 
Lai Nehni. You^ was 
about idealten. llw 
nation itself was 
young and 
innocent We 
wanted to 
lead the 



science 
keeper. The 
counby had, after 
i alL witnessed the 
greatest peaceful 
uprising in die world 
and shaken up a super¬ 
power. The land was sig¬ 
nified by one of the great¬ 
est humans history had 
ever witnessed, Mahatma 
Gamlhi. Wie believed diat equality 
could be achieved by adopting 


The nineties signify 
out loss of innocence. 
. Mai^ of the values dear to 


us—honesty, ahimsa, compasaon—are 
outdat^ now. Sociali^ has been 
discredited and girne out of 
fashion. Our role models 
have changed too: now 
we want to become like 
those seductive images 
we see on television. 
The beautiful, ridh 
and even notori¬ 
ous people are 
our role mod¬ 
els. We have 
forgotten 
Mahatma 
Gandhi 
because we 
are unable to 
become even a 
small part of 
what he was. 
The ends are 
important today, 
not the means. Yet, we 
do nothing to emulate the 
success of our ideals except 
dress like them or acquire di^ 
accent. We forget that to be rich and 
famous, we must have some skill or capa¬ 
bility. For example, every computer 
expert may dream of becoming die next 
Bill Gates but do we have the vision to 
create something basic like an operating 
system? Our role models teadi us that 
winning means doing things difierendy 
and to persevere till success is achieved. 

Indeed, emulating the lives of the 
rich and famous is a difficult task. It calls 
for extraordinary patience and pig*head- 
edness. For instance, it is doubtM that 
Sachin Tendulkar became a great crick¬ 
eter in a day. His petfecdon has come 
from hours cd playn^ cricket and dunk¬ 
ing throu^ each and every aspect of die 
game. Whm we see him play we see oidy 
one aspect cd his life. If we care to see his 
struggle and commitinent, it will be a les¬ 
son to us as to how to fi^t our own bat- ' 
des. 
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So it is with all successful people. 
Dhinibhat Ambani built his empire from 
a scratch. Aishwarya Rai was not bom as 
Miss World. Arundhati Roy was not a 
writer. The point is that each of these peo¬ 
ple got into their act with a single mind¬ 
ed devotion and were able to achieve suc¬ 
cess and fame. Their paths must have 
been lined with failures and moments of 
self-doubt. That is true for ail of us. The 
difterence is that winners do not make 
excuses but always bounce back with a 
greater energy. How many of as are able 
to do the same? 

Youth are still career 
oriented 

T he fable of the hare and the tor¬ 
toise holds good even today. 
Success is a r^t of painstaking 
labour or becoming good in one 
particular field. That is what the lives of 
the rich and the famous teach us. Some 
people, of course, may get dazzled by tiw 
good life and hope to get success 
througjh short-cuts. Such success is not 
lasting. Some time back, a large nuird^er 
irf yqm^ MBA-types had made Harshad 
Mdita as tiieir model forgetting that 


short-cuts often lead of ignominy. The 
result is crime: some of us try to get 
wealth by stealing and robbing. In cities, 
juvenile crime is rising fast and mudr of 
it is committed by youths from affluent 
homes. 

Or take the case of young people 
who drove their imported car on people 
in New Delhi. Content in the belief that 
tiieir parents’ wealth would save them, 
they drove home without botiiering to 
find out about the people they had kiUed. 
Such things happen when we try to be 
hares and get ^e luxuries without put¬ 
ting in the effort. 

Though the ridi people in our 
schools and colleges do itifluence us, 
most youtiis have tiieir feet firmly rooted 
in reality. They work hard and hold tradi¬ 
tional values in high regard. Indian youth 
today is becoming increasingly aware of 
the role played by one's career. Not only 
have the people applying to coveted 
careers like the Civil S^ces and man- 
agemant increased, but many people apt 

unconventional careers Ute fasMon 
and adventure. The bade idea is lo build 
one's career in one's area of preference, 

What about the smart young peqrle 
tiiatoneseesatcbscotiiequesOTfetel^* | 
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Sion programmes? "You diould see some 
of the parties we have", says the owner (rf 
a restaurant. "They leave nothir^ to 
imagination. What is happening to 
young people, I wonder!" True, some 
people fierpient such parties and some¬ 
times go overboard. Drogs are%aid to be 
served at the parties of the affluent But it 
is important to remember tiiat these form 
a very small percentage indeed and we 
should not think tiiat young people as a 
whole are becoming irresponsible. 

For the majority of young people, 
there is a quest to make something out of 
tiieir lives. Want to get into the presti¬ 
gious IIT or nM? Or even tiie lowly 
regional engineering colleges? The com¬ 
petition is really stiff and admission can¬ 
not be achieved without hard work. "If 
you get involved in parties and the high 
life, you can bid goodbye to your 
dreams", say many students. 

The harm that is done by following 
media myths is immeasurable. People are 
pushed into pastimes that waste time, 
getting involved in the opposite sex just 
to keep up with the times. This belid is 
vindicated wiwn we see tile recent A&M- 
ORG-MARG survey on attitudes and 
behavioural patterns of teenagers which 
shows tiut the young place 
career and ambition as the 
most important status 
symbd in their lives. 

Branded clothes 
comes at third 
place and dioice 




symboft.m 
the new teenager 

Status symbol Score 

(out of 10) 

1. Coraer ond ambition 6.69 

2. Rsiwti's background 4.03 

3. Branded dothn * 3.dd 

4. A)di»tmoney 3.43 

S..Choica of musk 3.28 

' 6. toOfn to oneself 2.74 
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~Sera is much (hot wtt am team fiwn roii modek. 
odor that inspirsd a generotian with hk intensi* 

^ and range is AmiloM Bochchon. But he was 
not bom a star: he had actually foiled o screen 
testi It was perseverance that got him another 
chance and thereafter his ta^ thot earned 
him great fame. Above aH, he is an ideal for 
professionalism in on industry marked by egos 
jnd tontrums. A story is told ^ Shohrukh Khan 
out shooting in a hot studio where Amitobh 
chan sat waiting for his shot. Despite the heat, 
me superstar sat in his costume ond make-up without get¬ 
ting bothered. 'I don't feel hot because this is my work', he sold. Compare this with 
the ottitude of the workers of our bonis ond insurance companies orfo one begins 
to see vrhy only o few people achieve greatness. 

Children are perhaps all the same but o story i 
told by a libranon obout a school child who would 
help her out in the tedious |ob of placing boob 
in their ollotted shelves when they were returned ' 
by borrowers. Whenever he had o doubt, the 
child would osk about the subject ond contents 
of the book and would often read the boob 
himseif. His enthusiasm mode the libranon think 
that the child would achieve something big in life 
This child was none other than Bill Gates 

in our own country there ore countless stories wnicn 

us. Our President has risen from humble begin- 
9 $. A story is told of Mr K.R. Narayanan, thot he 
iften did not have money to poy ^ fees for his 
school, but instead of running owoy to ploy 
somewhere, he stood outside the dossroom and 
followed his lessons. Gandhi wm just an advo¬ 
cate before he started kfentifymg with the com¬ 
mon people and become a Mohotma. Sobeer 
Bhotio mode a fortune wHh his Hotmail. There 
re countless success stories of people uprooted 
ng portHion in 1947 who built up empires despite 
liniTVf v^risocb. Indeed, there is on inspiring story in every I 
corner. Wb team many things from such pe<^. 

Nor is it necessary that role models shwld be the rich and the famous. If we 
look vriihin our circle, m find that there ore good teachers and bod teachers, 
bonkers wMch moke you feet wploome and those who just do not bother obout cus¬ 
tomers, bureaucrats who do somethii^ during thw p^'ng and those who merely 
lobby for the next transfer. Vfe mwitefmulrie the belter people we come in contact 
with. If we are able to hove o rofaipwfal in our chosen profession, we rnight begin 
to do our own jobs well .And the dilyence between good ond bod ernployees is not 
skill or competence but 1^ interest ^'wNkh jobs ore done. 

Everyone con love one's |<^, of aoetyiv MiC^ of ut sin^ pass time in our ecfe- 
coifonol institutes and later in jobs, cMI we bktbecoirttaifodW cog fa ^ wheel. 
^ QCm always becotrw 0 good banker, ^fosefeSl bifoBduCr#ararespedied 
just do our jobs sincerely A rote mocfef keep the gbjeclive 




of music at fifth There are surprises 
galore: having a girlftiend/boyfti^ is 
at 13ih place and going to the discos at 
22nd. 

The youngsters come across as sensi- 
bfe people. 1h^ are not die nerds that 
diey are made out to be, whiches evident 
from the fact dtat smoking and drinking 
come the bottom of the rankmgs. There is 
no doubt toda]r's young are brought up 
m a liberal atmosphere, but it wodd be 
wrong to say diat they are misusmg their 
freedom 


j Influence of media 

M any of our opiraons about 
youth are formed by look¬ 
ing at,the images m the 
media. The advertisements 
project young people as geeks, whose IQ 
does not extend beyond smart clothes, 
gossip and die latest music In commer¬ 
cials of cosmebcs, school children make 
fun of those who do not have a clear 
complexion In the make-bebeve world 
of advertisements, the most important 
dungs are lookmg good, wearing smart 
clodies and usmg all the cosmetics diat 
are produced. Mwy of the images are 
just produced to be able to sell piquets, 
but we do tend to bve our lives on diis 
basis The influencing power of the 
media is great. 

But as survey after survey has point¬ 
ed out, it IS not simply a diase for materi¬ 
al diings. A survey of nme Asian coun¬ 
tries by O&M has debunked a number of 
such myths. It found out that Asian 
youth functioiis withm the duality of 
engaging m society and following its 
tuIn, even wdufe asserting a degree of 
independence. Even today, Asian youdi 
hold traditions of family and parental 
bonding as very important indeed. 

Are d» youdi too materialistic? Here 
too one would disagree, since a nu^rity 
us are pushed into c^feets by our pa^ 
ents. We are made to do engineering or 
medicine or dvil services to be able to get 
a good life, evoi though we may have no 
interest ft would imt be wio^ to say 
that parents ate more materialistic than 
young people, though numy young peo- 
fde may say that maiQr iseveryd^ in 
life. 

Nor are the youdi We st er n ised nuts 
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Emulate 


worthy role 
models 


R ole mod¬ 
els can be 
defined 
as any 
person with 
whcnn one seeks a 


similarity or 
acknowledges a 
similarity, lesem- 


diat they are made out to be in television 
programmes. In recent years many multi¬ 
national companies have come to India 
and went about projecting the independ¬ 
ent side of youth. They fell flat on their 
face. Whether it was Levi's jeans or fash¬ 
ionable shoes exhorting us to "Just Do 
It", dte young kept away. These brands 
have succeed^ only among the very rich 
who go for status but the majority of 
Indian youth kept away from them, 
much to the discomfort of the foreign 
companies. 

The firm basis of the youth has 
been shown by the fact we have not 
gone overboard by the images on tele¬ 
vision. Deep down, we understand that 
life is much more than looking like the 
VJs on television. We understand that 
having a beauty queen or a VJ as a role 
model is really not correct. Surely, there 
must be something wrong with society 
that places too much emphasis on 
superficial things and features hair 
dressers and VJs as the ultimate suc¬ 
cess stories. Newspapers are full of 
fashion designers and models ks the 
ultimate achievers and many people do 
tend to believe that They even write 
columns to give us advice, even though 
they ate not psychologists. This creates 
unnecessary hype and leads to our 
dioosing wrong role models. 

Young giris who admire top models 
and want to be like diem face the vay 
real risk of mahnitrithm and anorexia. 
They cannot live normal lives because 
diey have chosen wrong role mod^ 
After aH adopting Batte as an ide^ 
undotditi^ means that one wants to be 
a doH and noddng dse. Hie hann that the 
media plays on young mlRds can thus be 
great! 


blance or likeness. Having an ideal in life 
simplifies many things, provided that 
our model is worthy of l^g imitated. 
We must choose our role models with 
care. In adolescence, we experimoit and 
search for ouridentities. It is a time when 
we try and identify ourselves witfi cer¬ 
tain heroes, so as to seek a focus point 
and commit themselves to their future. 
And whom the youfii take up as role 
models have a special "charisma" that 
their goieration is unconsaously or con¬ 



sciously trying to seek. 

Hie search of identity is a slow 
process, where first a young adult must 
find role models to emulate or identify 
with. Later, he or ^ must also difieren- 
tiate himself from others and see himself 
as a unified whole so as to develop a 
well-developed personality. An adoles¬ 
cent's statement tiiat he wants to imitate 
or be like any specific person also indi¬ 
cates that sperific person is a role model. 
Assimilabon and adaptation of a per¬ 
son's values, ideas or attitudes is a sure 
way to learn. 

In order to develop a strong sense of 
identity, one has to have a standard 
against whidi to test oneself But it is nec¬ 
essary that there be a starting point, 
especially during adolescence. It is often 
difficult to find ffiat standard. It is easy at 
tiiis stage to set a standard of a film star, 
a sports hero or a beauty queen who is 
featured in the media. The role of parents 
in helpmg the youngster m seeding a 
proper role model cannot be under¬ 
estimated. 

Young people sometimes accept a 
standard which is more concerned with 
how things "look" than how things 
"feel". Adolescents, therefore, become 
more concerned with an individual's 
outer space rather than iruier space. This 
must be avoided. One must look beyond 
the "look" and analyse what makes file 
person successful before one starts idoiti- 
fying as a role model. Many of us culti¬ 
vate "role models" by imitating those we 
see on the television screen. A man is 
macho, he smokes, he can hold his liquor 
and has tremendous confidence. A 
woman is during, mysterious, wears 
make-up and has no qualms about sex. 
Striving desperately for adult status, 
many adolescents M for these images. 
Adolescents who try to shorten the 
process of growing up, by ei^aging in 
sudi activities may find tiien^ves in 
conflict witii parents and offier authori¬ 
ties. The adolescent is iherdiy cutting the 
thread of trust wifh parents, which ^d 
be tile firm basis for attaining adult sta¬ 
tus. 

Acricketer in schot^ whose exploits 
on the fidld gain him much recognition, 
may begin to identify himself wi^rme 
paiticu^ He refers to himself as a 
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cricketer and looks no farther than the 
cricket bat. He defines himself along a 
narrow dimensioa then there is a possi¬ 
bility that he can miss a whole new 
world. This could lead to much frustra¬ 
tion later on in life. 

On the other hand, even film stars 
and models can teach us something, if we 
care to go beyond look.s. This is Imause 
most successful stars have a history of 
struggle behind them. They have man¬ 
aged to find place for themselves in a 
highly competitive field. The point is 
whether we are willing to learn of the 
struggle and take inspiration from it. 
Going by looks alone will hardly teach us 
anything. 

What an ideal can teach 
us 

O ne of the best ways to elevate 
our character is to find worthy 
role models to emulate. 
Invoke the characteristics of 
the people you admire most and adopt 
their manners, speech and behaviour, 
attitudes and ideas which allowed them 
to achieve the pinnacle of .success, as 
your own. We all carry the seeds of 
greatness within us, but we need an 
inuge as a point of focus in order 
that they may sprout. In fact, 
when we look at the lives of great 
people, we discover that they were 
ordinary people who were able to 
rise above mediocrity. 

A good role model may help us 
decide our career and be an inspiration. 
More than that, a role model may help us 
become a better person. In almost all pro¬ 
fessions, one hnds that the ridi and 
the successful have risen to great 
heights just by being good in 
their jobs, lliey have not 
treated their work just as 
something to do for a living 
but have done it with love. 

Shekhar Kapoor has achieved 
international fame not by mak¬ 
ing the u.sual pot-boilers but by 
raising standards for himself, 
making films in which he believed 
in. Sum people do not see every¬ 
thing the point of business 
but pirsue their work because 


they arc so attached to it. 

This is the stuff that heroes are made 
of. This is the .stuff that we all must emu¬ 
late. Role models can thus help us shape 
our own lives. The idea is learning from 
other's experiences, not merely their 
looks. Very often we do just the opposite: 
we imitate the looks and the style of oth¬ 
ers without going into the struggle. The 
West is ahead of us not by simply wear¬ 
ing smarter clothes and speaking accent¬ 
ed English. There is something more 
important than that, and ffrat is the work 
culture which has brought them prosper¬ 
ity. There are many things that we can 
learn from others, if only we open our 
mind.s. 

Making Use of Role 
Models 

■^ust having a role model is not 
I enough. Nor is it enough fiiat we 
I begin saying that we are the next 
I Sachin Tendulkar or Bill Gates. 



Instead, we should make an effort to 
find out about the lives of our role mod¬ 
els and seek inspiration ffom their strug¬ 
gle. Remember, there are no short-cuts to 
success. 

Nor should we mistake someone 
whom we admire as a role model. A per¬ 
son may be a good cricketer, actor or 
fashion designer. Sure, we would like to 
be in his shoes. Many young people 
begin imitating the dress and manner¬ 
isms of their heroes. A role model is 
something else: it implies emulating the 
role that a person may play in our lives. 
Rather than imitate the visible aspects, an 
effort should be made to read about the 
person and learn about how he became 
what he is. If we do.this, we will discov¬ 
er that our role model was not an extraor¬ 
dinary man at birth but made efforts not 
to be ordinary. 

The mistake that we usually com¬ 
mit is to imitate our ideals whereas the 
need is to emulate. Nor is it getting 
influenced by superficial aspects. We 
have to find the thought process of our 
ideals, which can easily be obtained 
by reading autobiographies and 
biographies, newspaper articles 
and interviews. 

It is doubtful that we can 
be a Sachin Tendulkar or a 
Bill Gates because there will 
always be one Tendulkar 
and one Gates. But we can 
try to become like them and 
follow the qualities that 
made them unique. On the 
other hand, we can choose 
somebody who is not rich and 
famous but one who is doing an 
ordinary job, but doing it well. We 
can choose to follow the example of a 
good banker, MBA or bureaucrat. In 
that case, we have to analyse what 
makes the person better than the 
others. , 

We have to cho(»e our role models 
with care. It is easy to get carried away by 
what we see on television but then we 
haite to use our judj^ment to separate 
the serious from the Mvolous. Otherwise, 
all our girls will begin to look dte same, 
like Barbie dolls and all our boys will 
merely ittemble a character firm Die 
Hard. 
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The World Wide Web-ll 


T he WWW can be understood as that part 
of the Internet that is graphical as well 
as "interactive". The operative word 
here is interactive. Tlie Web, as the WWW is 
often called, allows you to "talk" with the 
screen through menus and buttons, to get to 
what you want or need, with relative ease. 

Is it a collection of documents or just a 
way to get to them? 

It is actually a combination of both. The 
Web is a system of documents on the Internet, 
with a standardized way of reaching them 
(referred to as a "protocol"). The documents 
are written mostly in HTML (HyperText 
Markup Language), and are reached by using 
a protocol called HTTP (HyperText Transport 
Protocol). 

How do 1 get on the Web? 

he one word answer is browsers. The 
content on the Web is written in HTML 
and reached by using HTTP, therefore 
any piece of software that can allow you to 
reach and read this content can get you on the 
Web. That Is what a Browser is. 

You may have heard about Netscape 
Navigator or Mernet Explorer. These are 
browsers. 

The Language of the Web 

TML is the most popular format in 
which to put documents on the 
WWW. But what is HTML? Is it a lan¬ 
guage as in the traditional programming lan¬ 
guages like C/C++? Actually no. HTML is 
simply a Markup Language. A Markup is that 
part of a document, which describes how a 
document looks, or behaves. For example: 
<CENTRE> My Web Page </CENTRE> 

Here <CENTRE> and </CENTRE> are 
the Markup "Tajp", which define how the sen¬ 
tence "My Web Page" appears on the screen. 
In diis particular case, "My Web Page" will 
- appear centred on your screen. 

'' In fact, you do not need to remember all 
'' these HTML tags, because these days you 
have, software packages whidt can automati¬ 
cally generate most of the HTML for you, and 


you can fine-tune the rest. But more about this 
later. 

HTML is not the only language in the 
WWW. These days, an increasing number of 
web sites use JavaScript, Java, ASP, Visual 
Basic and, of course, the CGI (Common 
Gateway Interface) Standard. Hiese languages 
are not necessarily replacing HTML but are 
complementary to it. For example, to connect 
to databases, CGI or ASP is used. To create 
stand-alone applications, which can run on the 
client's browser, e.g., a small spreadsheet, 
some fancy animation, java is used. Of course, 
there are many other applications, which we 
will cover separately. 

HTML is derived essentially from SGML 
(Standard Generic Markup Language) and has 
many different versions. The foundation of 
SGML was laid long back at IBM, where the 
management was grappling with the problem 
of sharing documents in a seamless way 
across hundreds of computers, spread over 
different locations. However, HTML is only a 
standard, and different browsers and applica¬ 
tions might interpret it differently. Especially 
in the latest versions of most browsers, like 
Netscape Navigator and Internet Explorer, 
there are some glaring pints of departure. 
Thus, what you shall see in one browser might 
look totally different in terms of layout on 
another browser. 

Web Server 

web server is a computer that stores ' 
documents (with text, graphics, voice, 
movies, etc.). Can any computer 
become a web server? Theoretically yes. But 
there are practical issues, amongst which the 
primary one is that it should be accessible 
though high-speed lines, allowing access to 
multiple users 

Normally, a web server are based on what is 
known as the UNIX Op^ting System, or its 
variants, like Linux or Solarfe (an Operating 
System or OS, is like fite "hduse-ke^>er" of a 
computer It does die routine management 
tasks for die computer and the functionality and 
power of acrmiputer depends heavifyon theO^ 
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PERSONALITY 



Mind Your Mental Ecology 


"A mentally ill person is one who has 
something abnormal, irrational or 
unrealistic in (his) over-all behaviour, in 
the way he acts, feels and thinks " 

A mental breakdown rarely develops 
overnight Usually, there are a number of 
warning signs. 

The tense person feels threatened and 
insecure. He has an urge to "do 
something" to bring relief but, jumpy and 
keyed-up, he usually falls apart under 
pressure. 

Responding with an emotion that I 
docs not fit a given situation; getting too 
angry, too enthusiastic, too anything. 

Feeling "down in the dumps" or 
"blue" for too long; life loses interest and ' 
meaning; uritability grows. 

Performing certain acts (like hand¬ 
washing) repeatedly or doing them in a 
rigid, unchanging way. There is no real 
reason for such actions, but the compulsive 
person feels he has to. Otherwise he 
becomes jittery, even panicky. 

Unreasonably exaggerate fears about 
specific objects or situations, such as 
darkness, open spaces, crowds, enclosed 
rooms, heights, cats, dogs or mice 

Other Factors 

MNESIA—significant because 
memory loss often blots out 


something too painful to think about. This 
may be limited to a single incident or may 
cover a period of time. 

Disorders—including those for 
which there is no apparent physical cause, 
such as palpitations, headaches, pains at 
the back of the neck, stomach-aches, 
indigestion, nausea, constipation, 
diarrhoea, diz^ciness, loss of appetite, 
fatigue, insomnia, asthma, allergies, 
ulcers, high blood pressure and temporary 
paralysis 

I Anxiety which means that something 
awful IS about to happen. It may either be 
worrying in general or it may focus on 
something specific like health, work 
' problems or sexual adequacy. 

Think back to how you felt before 
taking an important examination, 
before your first stage appearance or 
before getting married. At such times, 
most people are anxious to some extent. 
But the anxiety of a mentally ill person 
is constant—or it is more intense and 
lasts longer than a specific situation 
warrants. Anxiety is equivalent of a 
high fever. 

Dr George S. Stevauon poses a series 
of questions. Try answering them. ^ 

Do minor problems and 
disappointments throw you into a jitter? 

; Do you find it difficult to get along with 
‘ people? Do people have trouble getting 


along with you? Do the small pleasures of 
life fail to satisfy you? Are you unable to 
stop thinking about your anxieties? Do 
you fear people or situations that never 
trouble you in the past? Are you suspicious 
of people, mistrustful of your spouse? Do 
you feel trapped? Do you suffer torments 
of self-doubt? 

If you answer "yes" to these 
questions, there is cause for alarm. Your 
life is filled with too many emotional 
upsets and crises. Take notice. Something 
is wrong. "The time to become watchful". 
Dr Stevenson advises "...(is) when 
emotional upsets come frequently, shake 
us severely and persist" 

It is not unusual to live a life of quiet 
desperation without knowing it. 
Sometimes this unawareness is part of the 
disease. 

Some avoid admitting that there is 
anything wrong with them saying, 
"That's life." They blame their troubles 
on society, circumstances, heredity or 
fate. This is dangerous. Vm can no more 
live fully by ignoring fractured emotions 
than you can walk on a broken limb. 

There are a number of practical things 
you can do that will help you, if you do 
not get expert counselling or beatment 

Raj looked normal. His family 
mendieraand friends had noted occasional 
flashes of irrUation but he appeared to be 
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no more depressed by life's problems than 
they were. 

One day he cracked up. He had 
crossed over into the world of a 
breakdown. He had become one of those 
people who are now in trouble with some 
form of disturbance. 

Was the breakdown inevitable? He 
was sufferint; from a fear of the present 
and future that expressed itself in 
excessive tenseness. He tried to ignore it, j 
but instead ot going away, the tenseness 
progressed into a collapse. 

Such a condition is more prevalent 
than ever before People are so given to 
unreasonable fears of failure in their 
careers and personal lives that they worry 
without really knowing what they are 
worrying about. Their life is diffused with j 
emotional depression and oppression. 

Emotional oppressing is rampant 
today. We see it all around us. The critical 
point varies with individuals. Some can 
take more than others. It is possible to 
sketch a person whose emotional turmoil 
Is nearing an explosion. He is troubled by 
headaches, and finds it difficult to get 
up in the morning. He finds himself 
short of breath even when he is not 
exercising or working hard, has a hard 
heartbeat. He gets di7zy spells and his 
hands feel damp and clammy. And there 
have been times when he could not take 
care of things because he )ust could not 
get going. 

Such a person cannot make his 
tension go away by saying: "Every day 
in every way I am getting better and 
better." He cannot chase away life's 
problems with the highly publicized 
"look up and smile" approach. He has to 


go deeper into his psyche, find the causes 
and eliminate them. He has to improve 
his mental environment. 

One major personality drawback 
which needs correction is that we borrow 
trouble. Our supposition with tension has 
led us to believe that all tension must be 
avoided. We feel that something is wrong 
with us if we are not living in a perpetual 
euphoria. 

Adjustment 

L ife is, in hard core, settling tor a less 
than we dream. We are decidedly not 
happy at the many moments when we 
think about our losses, disappointments 
and never-will-be's. Too many hurts have 
dimmed the bright colours. 

An elderly, practical man of the world 
I know says, "People always have had fits 
of tenseness but they didn't get tense about 
being tense, as many of us do today." 

The fact is that some tension is 
desirable. Dr Hans Selyc, leading 
authority on stress, has called it the "spice 
of life". 

It is a spur to ambition and 
achievement. It is the kind ot tensions, and 
the way we handle them, that determine 
whether we attain a reasonable degree of 
emotional peace. There is a difference 
between normal and abnormal tension. 

It is normal tension which spurs us 
to mobilize our best resources to meet the 
countless outer and inner conflicts life 
presents. A speeding vehicle comes in your 
direction. You feel on the edge but it is 
this normal tension which makes you take 
safety steps. Tension saves life. 

It is abnormal tension when we 


anticipate a crisis or a disaster hidden in 
every nook and corner. Take the unusual 
example of a father who did not allow his 
I daughter to go to college because a 
1 political party had given a call for a city- 
I bandh. 

I It is not always pos.sibIc to avoid 
I nerve-rattling situations in a highly 
I competitive, fast-paced society. Not in our 
I work, and certainly not in our personal 
; lives. When tlicsc accumulate, the results 
I an? unwelcome, even disastrous. 

Breakdowns arc the results of a 
process that usually takes place over 
I months or years. Spot these signals. 

' Signals 

I 

I I- you are tense, it is you yourself who 
:an do the most to reduce that tension. 

I Don't make big decisions when you arc 
upset or tired. Resentment at having to 
carry them tlvough is a large source of 
tension. 

If you feel you arc always being "left 
out of things", at least make sure it is true. 
Drop a hint that you are available: more 
often than not you will find yourself "in". 
Duck your problem for a while and 
j turn to your favourite relaxation. Be 
I prepared to come back and deal with your 
[ difficulty when you are more composed. 
Achieving peace of mind means 
workmg out your problems by yourself 
when you can. Seek the assistance of others 
when you need it. It is a mark of strength 
to recognize when one needs help, not of 
weakness. 

Remember one thing: treatment or no 
treatment, in the final oiunt, it is always 
the patient who cures himself. 
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Sportingly 

Superstitious 


C ricket lovers must have 
noticed that Arjun 
Ranatunga, captain of the Sri 
Lankan cricket team has grown 
a bushy upper lip. Is it because 
his wife has "ordered" him to 
do so? I think not though the 
possibility cannot be ruled out. 
I have a strong hunch that this 
is in sequel to his team's 
performance in Australia. 

Superstition is a straw we 
grasp at to help us in an 
uncertain world. It is anything 
diat unnecessarily gives us a 
sense of confidence, reassu¬ 
rance or well-being. 

This IS a chance in dark as 
old as the unreasonable belief 
rooted in the fertile minds of 
inan. 

Sportsmen are super¬ 
stitious. It is strange because 
they are exposed to sci«itihc 


physical, psychological 
training, coaching in skills and 
what have you "It is difficult 
to mark the limits of 
superstition." 

Some soothsayers, 
knowmg well that cricketers 
arc highly superstitious, must 
have asked him to grow thick 
moustache which, according to 
him, would change the 
fortunes of his team on the 
positive side. Losses would 
turn to wins. 

We carmot predict what 
will be the result of this 
piadiction. We will have to wait 
and watch. But one thing that 
comes clear like a straight line 
from his bushy moustache is 
that intematkxul cricketers also 
are superstitious. T(iey too 
believe that Soothsayers can 
change the destiny of a team as 


well as that of a captain. 
Ranatunga is not an exceptirm. 
He is following the hallowed 
line of cricketers of his prede¬ 
cessors. 

Sunil Gavaskar presented 
the pair of leg pads with 
which he had scored 
prolifically to Sachin. Many 
think that Sachin's perfor¬ 
mances owe their origin to 
Sunil's pads! 

Watchful lovers of the 
game would have noticed a 
black locket (taveez) hanging 
around Aidiar's neck. He looks 
upon it frequendy and kisses 
it when he serves a century or 
a half. 1 had noticed Navjot 
Sidhu doing the same when he 
made a ton in an important 
match. 

When Anwar Sayeed 
scored 188 not out at Qkutta, 


he too looked skywards in 
thankgiving—as if God had 
scored his runs! He is entitled 
to his belief (read superstition). 
If God has been with him, how 
does he explain the string of 
his failures in some previous 
matches? 

The West Indies fast 
bowler, Wesley Hall, lost the 
gold crucifix which he even 
now regards as his lucky 
token, (m March 1,1%9, and 
later slipped and hurt his back 
in the middle of an over in the 
first cricket Test between the 
West Indies and New Zealand, 
played at Auckland, from 3rd 
May, 1969. 

He limped from the 
field and could not take any 
further part in fiiis Test Hall 
later found the missing 
crucifix. 
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QUIZ 


H«wvr»ii 

hovsYoa RMd CM? 


Though The Competition Master 
provides comprehensive information on many 
aspects of competitive exams, retaining the 
information can sometimes be difficult. Many 
readers have asked us to suggest ways as to 
how the facts can be easily remembered. 

With this issue, we present a regular 
quiz on current affairs based on the 
happenings reported in the past issue. All 
the following questions can be answered if 
you read the April '99 issue carefully. If you 
do not knoiu certain ansxoers, look for them 
in your copy of the last issue. This will help 
you revise many topics and help you inyour 
preparations, besides ensuring that you retain 
the information that you read in the last 
month and giving you expected questions for 
exams. The quiz has been scientifically 
designed to test your knowledge. 

1. Where were the fifth National 
Games held on February 14-25,1999? 

a) Bhopal b) Imphal 

c) New Delhi d) Dispur 

2. What was the name of the mascot 
of the National Games? 

a) Kuntaru b) Shogun 

c) Kaolo d) Sangai 

3. The US spaceship Stardust, which 

was launched from Cape Canaveral on 
February 7,1999, will visit which planet? 
a) Jupiter b) Mars 

c) Venus d) None of these 

4. The Union Budget for 1999-2000 has 
levied a 10% surcharge on individuals who 
have an income over which level? 

0 )Rs 40,000 l>)Rs 50,000 

c) Rs 60,000 d) Rs 80,000 

5. Name the sole aircraft carrier of the 
Indian Navy; 

a) INS Shakti b) INS Ranvi^y 

c) INS Kora (l)INSVira« 

6. Whidi is the fastest growing liquor 
brand in (he world, aocoid^ to a recent 
survey? ■ 

a) Bacardi b) Director's Special 

c)McDowell's hia Id )Aristoaat 


7. Name the celebrated author who 

filed a petition in the Supreme Court that 
women should be considered as natural 
guardians to toeir children, and has won it; 
a).Gita Hariharan b) Vandana Shiva 
c) Betty Singh d) Sita Sharma 

8. The Supreme Court has allowed 

construction of the Narmada dam and 
permitted the government to take the 
height of toe dam to_metres: 

a) 80.3 b) 85 c) 95 d) 110 
• 9. The Reserve Bank of India has 
reduced the bank rate on March 1,1999 to: 
a) 7.5% i»)8% c)8.5% d)9% 

Questions 10-15 are based on the Union 
Budget 1999-2000 covered in our April '99 
issue. 

10. In toe incentives given to housing, 
the loan interest limit for tax exemption 

has been raised from Rs 30,000 to_: 

a) Rs K),000 b) Rs 60,000 

f) Rs 75,000 d) Rs 80,000 

11. The biggest contributor to 
govemmait revenues is; 

a) Excise b) Customs 

c) Income Tax d) Wealth tax 

12. The biggest expenditure head for 
the government is payments on interest. 
This takes away what per cent ot 
government revenues? 

a) 18% 6)20% c)24% d)27% 

13. The Finance Minister has 
announced rationalisation of excise and 
customs duties. The mean rate of these 
duties now is; 

a) 14% b) 15% c) 16% d) 18% 

14. Kisan credit cards have been 
planned for how many farmers, as 
announced in the Budget? 

0 ) 6 lakh b) 15 lakh c) 20 lakh d) 24 lakh 

15. The Firuince Minister has declared 

1999-2000 as the 'year of toe_ 

0 ) passenger b) tourism 

c) panchayats d) gram sabha 

16. What is the name of the 
simultaneous flag raising ceremony in the 
morning ronducted at Wagah border? 


0 ) Retreat b) Reveille * 

c) Pratah d) None of these 

17. Name the recipient of toe Shankar 
Puruskar for 1998: 

0 ) Sankha Ghosh b) M.A. Sethu 
c)P.M.Udani d) Shashi Prabha Kumar 

18. Why has the India Brand Equity 
Fund (IBEF) been set up? 

a) to make the "Made in India" label a 
symbol of quality and reliability 

b) to export Indian brands 

c) to provide benefits to Indian exporters 

d) to encourage Indian exports 

19. India has surpassed USA to 
become the largest producer of milk in the 
world. Its current production is: 

0 ) 13 million tonnes b) 15 miUion tonnes 
f) 18 million tonnes d) 20 million tonnes 

20. Where was the first ever wine 
festival of India held in February, 
1999? 

0 ) Mumbai b) Gurgaon 

c) Goa d) Narayangaon 

21. Where was the G-15 summit held 
in February, 1999? 

0 ) Columbia b) Jamaica 

c) Brazil d) Mexico 

22. How many people have been 
made literate by the National Literacy 
Mission? 

0 ) 65 million b) 72 million 

c) 100 million d) 120 million 

23. Where did the Indian Air Force 
carry out its biggest exercise of bombing 
Vayushakti-99 on March 9,1999? 

0 ) Pokharan b) Ajmer 

c) J&K d) North-East 

24. Who is toe recipient of the Lata 
Mangeshkar Award for 1999? 

0 ) A.R. Rahman b) Alka Yagnik 

c) Kumar Shanu i) lUayataja 

25. With which country has India 
signed four trade pacts recently? 

0 ) USA 6) Iran 

c) Myanmar d) Bangladesh 


(Answers will appear in June 1999 issue) 
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The results c/f our January ’99 Cover Story Contest toere announced in our 
last issue. From large nurnber (gentries received, u/e selected some nobdrle 
vieurpoints, whidi toe are publishing below. Headers firm aam the country have 
expressed themselves by writing vMl gives them sfnss and how they got out of lY. 
We are glad to have provided an opportunity to so many people U) have expressed 
dtemselv&. 


■ I was a weak stu¬ 
dent due to my 
irresponsible atti¬ 
tude. As time 
passed, I became 
more responsible 
and started to 
work hard. But the 
teachers had a bias against me. Instead 
of appreciating me, I was neglected. 
This brought me down. Anyway, I 
decided to work harder and appeared in 
the Board exams. When the result came 
out, I had a distinction in every sub¬ 
ject. This was my reply to all those who 
devalued me. 

Ankur Saigal 

I am writing this not just to win a 
prize but to higi^ght the kind of attitude 
people have to a person like me. Tliey 
can destroy a person. On the contrary, if a 
young person is given a helping hand 
and appreciatioa he can achieve many 
great things. 

Ankur Salgoi IIvm in Ketha Pardra In 
Uttar Pradosh. H« pasMd school In 
First Class and wants to do hts MBA. 

|||||||||||||||||||||H I was a shy person 
right sin(x child- 
h^. No one 
helped me get over 
my crippling shy- 
ness. My friends 
participated in 
many activities 

but I kept a distance from them because 
I had a frar of speaking incorrectly. I 
felt hopdess and sad. The mental stress 
deepened when I would see my class 
mates ta&mg with girls but I was 


unable to do so. 

Sunil Sharma 

At the Basic Teachers' Training 
College, I made up my mind to get over 
thi.s. I was helped by a friend, who was a 
very good debater. I took part in a contest 
and was placed third That was the 
turning point Now 1 feel confident to 
face the world There may be many 
people like me but society often does not 
help It is up to tile person himself to 
make an effort and overcome 
shortcomings. 

Sunil Sharma is doing B.Ed. in 
Sardarshahar in Rafasthan. He wants 
to work in a bank. 

Stress is mainly a 
result of unre¬ 
warded struggles 
or failure in social 
aspirations. 
Expectations are 
increasing but 
when one is not 
able to achieve something, one may 
become depressed and even aggressive. 
Under these circumstances, family and 
friends become very important. They 
should provide a safety valve so that an 
individual does not give up and do 
something harmful. 

Meenakshi Dogra 

Memakshi Dogra is doing MA in Hisar 
and wants to bocomo a good teacher. 

I made two attempts far pre-medical 
tests but could not make it. This led me 
towards depression. One day, I even 
wrote a suidde note. It was a M period 




but I decided to 
come out of it by 
taking up yoga and 
sketching. My 
health gradually 
improved. / 
thought idjout my 
parents, who were 
also suffering because of my condition. 

I slowly got out of my negative 
thoughts and faced the world despite 
my failure in the medical exams. / have 
takm up a part-time job to become self- 
reliant and prepare far my next goal. 
This has given me strength to face the 
world and I do not feel bad any more. 


Alok Txwari 


Alok Tiwari lives in Indore. He is doing 
B.Sc. and has a part-time job os a 
translator. He has set his mind to join 
defence services. 



One of my class 
fellows gave up 
life's struggle and 
became addicted to 
bad habits because 
he could not make 
a mark in competi¬ 
tive exams. Seeing 
him, 1 realise how important it is to 
keep one's balance in the face of many 
difficulties. Society can play a role by 
providing a support system to young 
people mo may not come up to the 
mark, rather than branding them as 
failures. 

Rahul Siarma 
Rahul Sharma, from IHvandrum, 
wants to become a computer profes¬ 
sional. 


Though one faces 
marry setbaih, one 
should overcome 
negative fadings. 
Atoy irulividui^ 
have made a suo 
cess cf their lives 
iffierfadngmany 
hurdle8.lymid8ostr^edwmlwai 
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unabk to ^et a jc^, but I decided to 
hep a positive attitude. Yoga and 
musk help in such circumstances. 

After facing failures, we should go out 
with renewed vigour and face the dial- 
lenge of Ufa. We are sure to find success 
after trying and trying again. 

Deepa Dattatreyan 

Dtcpa Dattatrayan livti in Dembivli 
(Maharashtra) and wants to bocomo a 
wrHor-crftk. 

A common cause 
of depression are 
shameful faelings 
arising out of a 
sense of failure. 
Parents have a 
crucial role to flay 
as also sodety, 
which should sensitively deal with the 
young people. Very often, a person 
branded a failure in one field may go on 
to achieve something great in another 
field. We should try to discover apti¬ 
tude rather than farce children into 
engineering or medicine because that is 
wlwt parents think right far them. 

Sudhanshu Kumar 
Sudhanshu Kumar is doing his 
B.Phann. in Rourfcola and wonts to do 
hUMIA. 

I am a bright Stu¬ 
dent and till class 
121 was at the top 
of my achievement 
graph. The results 
of class 12 shat¬ 
tered me. I got a 
very low percent¬ 
age and I still do not know where I 
went wrong. At that stage, my teacher 
came to my rescue and told me not to 
main sbignant but to try and atpe 
wiUi Uie ups and dawns mfa. 1 took 
Jus advice mid starUd locmng alfaad 
and teas able to get rid (^negative feel¬ 
ings 

RuehiDhmvan 

lucM Dhoisan fty doing Me. In Patna. 


Sho wants to work in a bank. 

We are all 
equipped to combat 
depression. But 
sometimes the nat¬ 
ural defences fail 
and we are unable 
to pull ourselves 
out of negative 
filings. An indi¬ 
vidual must try to realise the inner 
shengtii and take part in outdoor activ¬ 
ities so that he does not think very 
much. Society must look at failures 
positively as learning experiences 
rather than comment on the ability of 
the young person, as it does now. 

Christopher Fernandes 
Chiistophor Femandos is doing B.OHn. 
In BhopaL He wants to bocomo a busi* 
nossman. 

/ like to paint and 
toon many prizes 
far my pictures. 

But in school I was 
not allowed to fake 
part in a painting 
competition, which 
eroded my confi¬ 
dence. In college, 
with the help of friends, I once again 
started to paint and became the art con¬ 
vener. This restored my confidence. It is 
sad that teachers at school are insensi¬ 
tive and fail to recognise what goes on 
in a child's mind when they stand in a 
child's way. I tvas wounded by the 
behaviour my teachers and took me 
years to recemer. 

Hari S. Haridas 

Harl S. Haridas is doing B.Sc. in 
Koxhlkodo. Sho likos to paint and 
write, end later orants to do IAS. 


I passed through a 
bad time in cl^s 
10.1 was in a hos- 
tel, which made 
matters worse. But 
I was able to break 
out of my ^ll and 




now try to help others who may be in 
the same predicament. The period from 
class 10 to 12 is a sensitive one but 
nobody understands a person then. 

Even parents are guilty of laying stress 
on the child. I am glad to be cfhelp to 
my friends and share their sorrows and 
problems, whkh makes them feel nice. 

Manu^reePaUt 
Manushroo Palit Is o psychology stu- 
dont and lives in Hirakud In Orissa. 
Sho wants to bocomo a psychoonalyst. 

In 1993 my broth¬ 
er was diagnmied 
as having a malig¬ 
nant brain 
tumour. The med¬ 
ical expenditure 
was over Rs 1 
lakh. We were in a 
terrible situation but somehow the 
amount was managed. My brother 
recovered but looking back I can feel the 
depression and sadness in our home. 

But there is no problem which has no 
solution. If we could manage the 
impossible then, we can do anything 
now too. 

R.K. Sami 

R.K. Saini livos in Kochi and vmnts to 
bocomo a Naval Officer. 

Many parents are 
hardly aware when 
and how their child 
gets into depres¬ 
sion. They think it 
is just moodiness 
or natural for a 
growing jKTSon. 
Time is considered to be the best healer. 
But neglect from parents causes stress 
in children, which few realise. In the 
absence efthk un^tanding, we have 
to turn to our inner strength and get 
over our negative thou^ts. Everyone 
must make an effort to find out inner 
resources. 

Anckaljaia 

Anchoi Join b doing B.Sc In Co m puters 
In Ambedo and wonts to boo^ e 
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QUESTION BOX 



Why arc great men appreciated 
after their death? What is the logic of 
giving the Bharat Ratna to 
Jayaprakash Narayan? 

—Ashish Kumar, Sheikhpura 
(Bihar) 

The logic of giving post¬ 
humous awards is perhaps to 
set right something which may 
have happened in the past, 
resulting in ignoring a great man 
But since the man is not alive, it only 
means paying lip service to some¬ 
body's memory. Ag.iin, war heroes 
and freedom 


are asked for, so 
prepare for the test as well. You need 
to send Rs 5-7 lakh to the university 
which is usually given in 
advance before visa is 
granted. If you have such an 
amount you can fhink of 
studies abroad. Be careful of 
agents as some of them arc 
not trustworthy. You can 
approach the British Council 
or the universities that advertise 
regularly in Indian newspapers. 



fighters like 
B h a g a t 
Singh 
would 
have been ignored by history if their 
memory had not been resurrected post¬ 
humously. Many countries like Japan have 
used occasions like these to atone for 
something they did during war-time and 
to issue an apology for it. These days, 
however, posthumous awards are merely 
political decisions and only result in 
paying lip service to a person long 
departed. 

Which is better doing MBA after 
graduation or after post-graduation? 

—Shan taint Roy, Calcutta 
Doing MBA after graduation is 
certainly better, as it helps save fw'o years 
of post-graduation. You can join a masters' 
course only if you arc unable to gel 
admission in MBA. Even then, a post¬ 
graduate degree is unlikely to help, as 
compared to doing a part-time job. So try 
to get admission after graduation, or else 
take up a job while you prepare for 
entrance tests. 

I want to be a cricket player and 
want to play in the Haryana cricket team. 
I am not interested in studies. Since very 
few people from villages get such a 
chance, please show me the way how I 
can achieve my goal. 

—Rohtasli Kumar, Vill. Juan (Haryana) 
The way to proceed is to play in your 
school and college teams. If you are good, 
you will be selected in the State team as 
well. in mind, however, that sports 


is not a viable career in our country. Even 
people who have won gold medals for the 
country have to tend for themselves. 
Keeping in view the long-term prospects 
in mind, learn some skills and make a 
career which will help you in life. Let 
cricket be your hobby. Our advice to you 
is to use your precious time to learn 
something, unless you are very rich and 
can afford to spend a few years pursuing 
the game of cricket. 

What is the pattern of Creative 
Ability Test of National Institute of 
Fashion Technology (NIFT)? 

—Sanjay Kumar, Bokaro (Bihar) 
The Creative Ability Test judges the 
artistic aptitude of a person. There are 
several questions, such as: drawing a 
pattern for a scarf or tie, the work-place of 
a professional like artist or potter, laying 
a table for your favourite actor, etc. You 
can also be asked to design a stamp or any 
other motif. Please be well prepared for 
such questions and practice a lot while 
you are preparing. 

1 am a student of class 11 and I want 
to do my nnde^graduate courses abroad. 
Please advise how I can do so. 

—Nitiii Salarpuria, Calcutta 
Doing imder-graduatc courses like 
BBA or Hotel Management is a good 
option. You can eith€r contact the 
universities directly or go through an 
agent. Usually TOER scores of over 550 


Internet 
help the 
students of 
Secondary-level, especially in their 
Board exams? 

—Amar Kumar, Purulia (West Bengal) 

The Internet is a huge resource of 
information. Companies, educational 
institutes and individuals have put up 
their web pages offering a variety ot 
information. One can use it as a giant 
encyclopedia and search for information 
that may be hard to get otherwise. It i.s, 
however, doubtful to help you in your 
Board examinations. For this purpose, we 
suggest that you stick to your text-books 
and advice of your teacher. 

I want to do MBA and MCA. Can 
both of them be done at the same time? 

—Debraj Bhattacharjee, Calcutta 

It is doubtful that you can do two 
degrees or even do justice to either of 
them. Please remember that they are 
professional courses in which your skills 
are important and merely collecting 
degrees will lead you nowhere. One option 
could be to do MBA with specialisation in 
Information Technology, as some institutes 
are offering. 

I am preparing for competitive 
exams but my weak area is GK. What do 
you suggest? 

—Hin^nshu Kumar, Hisar (Haryana) 

General Knowledge is collected over 
a period of time. You should refer to one 
bwk like General Knowledge Refresher 
by OP. Khaiuia, current magazines like 


NS ■ MAY 1999 ■ THE COMPETITION MASTEfl 



QUESTION iU),\ 


The CoMPETiTiLiN Master and current affairs from newspapers 
and television programmes. If you do these regularly, your GK 
will certainly become better. 

I want to make a complaint about an illegal factory which 
is spreading pollution in our area. How can I do so. 

—Satisli Yadov, Delhi 
There arc several courses open to you. Being in Delhi, you 
can approach the Central Water Pollution Control Board as also 
the Ministry of Environment. Or you can collect data about the 
pollution, prepare your case and make a complaint through a 
lawyer in a court. You can also approach voluntary organisations 
to help you in this regard. Certain well known lawyers are 
available in Delhi who can fight your case. 

How can I prepare for the admission to National School of 
Drama? 

- Bisa’fl Ranjiw Pradhan, Samhalpur (Ortssa) 
For admission to an acting school, you must exhibit an 
inclination and aptitude to act Collect all your certificates of 
your performances at the school and college-level. Also prepare 
to demonstrate your skill through sho'rt acts, such as tragic and 
comic scenes. Once you exhibit‘these skills, you will be able to 
obtain admission in the National School of Drama. 

I want to become a doctor. Please tell me what preparation 
I should do as I have no one to guide me. 

—Suman Kuman, Vill. Dhunim (Bdmr) 
In your tenth class, start preparing for the Pre-Medical Tests 
(PMT). Obtain past papers and study accordingly. Since you live 
in a small place, you can either join a coaching centre in a nearby 
city, or if that is not possible, join a correspondence course. Doing 
tlie lessons regularly will help you prepare for the tests. Aim for 
the better iastitutes and you are sure to succeed. 

What is grey market? 

—Ipotiranjan BtsmI, Durgapiir (West Bengal) 
Supplies of items can be divided into two parts—the 
organist sector consisting of companies supplying branded 
goods, and the unorganised sector which provide similar goods 
but which do not carry brand names or guarantees. This is called 
the grey market. Often, pirated goods are supplied in this 
category. In the computer sector, a thriving grey market exists 
which supplies computers by assembling parts from different 
sources. Prices in the grey market are lower ^an in the organised 
sector. 


Now You Can Post Your Questions At 
http://www.compeiitionma$ter.com 
And also look for Answers to your 
Queries 


Fluentzy 

The Fluency 
Development Course 

• In 3 months • By Post .V 


You know English. But can 
you speak it — flaeiifly...? 

You know... Knowing English is quite dilfennt from 
being able to speak it fluently... And writing skills, 
translating skills, ready-made sentences or cassettes 
won’t make you fluent in sgieccli. So we use new, 
research-bas^, techniques. 

A m)rfd-c/a3SWunB... 

• Our course teaches you specialised flnenegr 
techniques... By Post. We help you break free of 
hesitations... and speak English — with a high 
degree of fluency. Smoothly. Continuously With 
your words fiowliig out. 

• Our coune removes the fluency-blocking 
faaors... And promotes the fluency-producing 
faaors.. And helps you speak English — at length. 
In detail. Discuss. Explain. Describe. Argue. Chat 
With a stream-Uke flow... In social situations. At 
meetings. Interviews. Group discussions. 

fb Pioneers & leaders... 

Y ou know... we were the Brat to start a corre¬ 
spondence course in spoken English in India. 
And the first ever to design a fluency course.,. 

Our learners... 

|/ We have learners from all over India. And from 
abroad. Our past learners include All India Service 
& Gvil Service Officers, Judicial officers. Company 
& Bank Managers, Advocates, Doaors, Engineers... 
And Civil Service and ioa - mca candidates. 

Act now... 

People judge your quality and wordi... from how 
fluently you speak English... 

JS^ For Booklet tt AppUcatloii torm, send us 
Rs. 15/-... by MO or PO — Tonnr... 

Adult Faculties 

Adult Faculties Council, 

M - 26 C, DevaswamAurambu Road, 

Elamakkaura FO, KOCHI - 682 026. 

(0484) 34S449, (0484) 331161, Ax: (0484) ^1161. j 


We help you deal with people... 







The Cempetitien Master's 
MOCK-IAS (PMEUMiNARY) TEST, 1999 

Answers and Explanations 


1. (dj 

2. (c) 

3. (b) 

4. (a) 

5. (d) 

6. (c) 

7. (a) 

8. (a) 

9. (b) 

10. (c) 

11. (a) 

12. (b) 

13. (a) 

14. (c) 

15. (c) 

16. (d) 

17. (c) 

18. (b) 

19. (b) 

20. (b) 

21. (d) 

22. (c) 

23. (d) 

24. (a) 

25. (a) 

26. (b) 

27. (c) 

28. (b) 

29. (a) 

30. (d) 

31. (c) 

32. (d) 

33. (d) 

34. (d) 

35. (a) 

36. (d) 

37. (d) 

38. (c) 

39. (c) 

40. (b) 

41. (a) 

42. (a) 

43. (c) 

44. (c) 

45. (c) 

46. (b) 

47. (c) 

48. (b) 

49. (b) 

50. (b) 

51. (d) 

52. (b) 

53. (a) 

54. (d) 

55. (b) 

56. (d) 

57. (a) 

58 (b) 

59. (c) 

60. (b) 

61. (d) 

62. (c) 

63. (c) 

64. (a) 

65. (a) 

66. (a) 

67. (b) 

68. (c) 

69. (c) 

70. (a) 

71. (c) 

72. (d) 

73. (d) 

74. (a) 

75. (d) 

76. (a) 

77. (c) 

78. (c) 

79. (b) 

80. (d} 

81. (d) 

82. (c) 

83. (d) 

84. (c) 

85. (c) 

86. (a) 

87. (a) 

88. (c) 

89. (c) 

90. (a) 

91. (b) 

92. (b) 

93. (c) 

94. (b) 

95. (a) 

96. (d) 

97. (b) 

98. (b) 

99. (b) 

100. (c) 

101. (dj 

102. (d) 

103. (d) 

104. (b) 

105. (d) 

106. (d) 

107. (a) 

108. (c) 

109. (b) 

110. (b) 

111. (a) 

112. (b) 

113. (c) 

114. (c) 

115. (b) 

116. (d| 

117. (a) 

118. (b) 

119. (b) 

120. (b) 

121. (c) 

122. (a) 

123. (b) 

124. (a) 

125. (a) 

126. (c) 

127. (c) 

128. (b) 

129. (b) 

130. (d) 

131. (a) 

132. (c) 

133. (a) 

134. (a) 

135. (c) 

136. (d) 

137. (d) 

138. (d) 

139. (b) 

140. (c) 

141. (a) 

142. (a) 

143. (d) 

144 (a) 

145. (b) 

148. (c) 

147. (b) 

148 (d) 

149. (c) 

150. (b) 


i 


Explanatory Notes 


4. Since plants are natural indicators of ciimate, we can 
say that the vegetation of a region is an indicator of its 
ciimate. 

10. The old price was Rs 100, which increased to Rs 125. 


50. The base of the triangle become 2r while the heights r, whict 
gives area = g ~ 2 

51. The side of the square becomes 20 + 10 + 10 ft. 

52. The greatest percentage growth was obtained by B, since 
7.61 - 5.65 = 1.86 + 5.75 = 32.34%. 

54. The relationship becomes: 

C - DB - A. The first choice Is wrong, and so is second 
since B and D can be brother-sister. The only correct choice 
is (cO- 

64. Count the intersections of two goods and the number of people 
who are only in one group. 

83. Total students are 24 x20 = 480. Earlier there were (20 - 4’ 
sections and 28 students in each = 28 x 16. The difference gives 
the new students. 

88. There are 8 aces and 104 cards. 

8 7 

The probability that both are aces is: —-103' 

120 120 

89. Time taken to go is =2 hours and to come is =2 


hours. The average speed = ( 2 '+' 3 ) “ 


92. In 20 seconds, the hand covers ^ of the circumference 
so the answer is In (21) x ^. 

93. The value per deal is obtained by dividing the second column b> 

36000 

the first. Clearly EF (~~‘“) 's Ifi® highest. 

lo 

94. Use the angle bisector theorem to get the result. 

20 

102. ACB = 80° , which gives AOB * 1 60°. Hence OAB s — = 1 0” 

4 

115. The person does the complete work in 12 x s 16 days. 

3 

Half the work is done in 8 days. 


118. Since the circles are placed 3 on one side, the side of the 
square is 3d. 


Now It has to be reduced by . 

14. Use similar triangles to get the result. 

25. Mark how the brackets change position. 

34. See the last and first letters of the items: F—G, L—M. 

The next item should start with S. 

41. Since 30% failed in Chemistry, not more than 70% can pass in 
all 3 subjects. If we assume that a candidate fails in only one 
subject, then those who pass are: [100 - (25 30 20)) = 25% 

(50 x 5 - 84 + 48) 

43. The correct average can be calculated by;- - -s42.8. 


123. The coin can be either silver or gold, hence probability is 0.5. 
135. It is clear from the graph that the errors o(^^ are consistently 
less than errors of A 

143. Divide the x-axis in 5 parts. Draw a vertical line at 1940 to read 
off the value. 

147. 6a' = 216 which gives a e 6. Volume of the cube is 6's 216 

149. |b = 18, b = 24. 

2 

Now s 24, X X 36 which gives girls x 36 - 24 x 12. 

150. The sequence is decreasing by 42,40,38,36. 


910 ■ MAV 1999 ■ THE COiWETtTION MASTER 


ESSAY-WRl I IN(, 


CIVIL imvicii (muuNi) ipicial 

Organise Yeur Essay 


The amount of planning necessary 
depends on the complexity of the writing 
problem. Sometimes a clear statement of 
purpose will do all that is needed to plot 
the organization of an essay. At other times, 
an informal plan is helpful. There are many 
ways of shaping a statement into an essay. 
The best way is the one that best enables 
the writer to carry out purpose. 

Illustrative organization explains a 
purpose statement by illustrating it. The 
meaas of illustrating may vary, though they 
tend to follow the pattern of statement, 
explanation and example. This is the sim¬ 
plest of expository patterns and useful. 

In illustrative pattern, minimum com¬ 
ponents arc statement of thesi.s, explana¬ 
tion of thesis, examples of tlicsis. But here 
are possible variations: Key terms in the 
thesis may be defined. The thesis may be 
restated more than once at tlie beginning 
of the essay or it may not be restated at all. 

Instead of a series of examples, a 
single example may be given, or a series of 
short examples may be followed by a long 
one. And a final restatement of the thesis 
may be added as a conclusion. 

The order of statements in the illus¬ 
trative pattern is from general to specific. 
The most general statement in the essay, 
the thesis, usually comes first. The next step 
is to make its meaning more specific by 
explaining or clarifying it. The third step 
makes the thesis stiU more specific by lim¬ 
iting it to a particular example or series of 
examples. With the example, the illustra¬ 
tion is complete; the meaning of the thesis 
is fully spelled out. In a sense, fiien, the 
whole explanation comes to a focus at the 
illustration. Hence, the name of file pat¬ 
tern. 

Although any means may be used 
which give a satisfactory result, the-most 
common are clarifying statement, causal 
explanation, examples, comparison, and 
contrast. 

The clarifying statement advances the 


general meaning of the thesis one step in 
the direction of specific statement. It usu¬ 
ally does so by qualifying the thesis, that 
is, by showing in what particular sense it 
is to be understood. 

Sometimes a writer will simply give a 
"dictionary definition. Occasionally, he 
may explain a word by showing what it is 
not, or by ruling out meanings that would 
distort his purpose. Frequently, he will de¬ 
fine a word by showing the special sense 
m which he is using it. 

When the thesis states an effect of 
some cause, the best explanation is usually 
one that shows how the effect came about. 

To do its job, an example must be clear, 
and it must be relevant. An unclear ex¬ 
ample will do more harm than good, for, 
coming near the end of the explanation, it 
may confuse the reader and undo all that 
was done earlier. 

Similarly, an irrelevant example will 
make the reader wonder how it illustrates 
the explanation and doubt whether he 
properly understood the explanation. The 
example, then, must be clearly appropri¬ 
ate to its purpose. 

Whether to use a single sustained ex¬ 
ample or a scries of short ones depends on 
whether the idea needs one detailed illus¬ 
tration or a variety of brief general ones. 

A single sustained example can ex¬ 
plain a point. The use of a single example 
is less desirable when the thesis is attempt¬ 
ing to show a trend or a generalization, 
since the reader may doubt that the ex¬ 
ample is typical. 

When it is hard to decide whether to 
use one example or many, the natural com¬ 
promise is to combine both methods—to 
use several very short ones and a final 
longer and more detailed one. 

Sometimes a subject can best be ex¬ 
plained if compared with anoflier, which 
file reader is presumably familiar with. The 
aufiior of the following paragraph helps 
us understand the structure of music by 
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comparing it with that of language. 

"Music has often been compared with 
language itself, and the comparison is quite 
legitimate. While it combines easily with 
actual language, it also speaks a language 
of its own, which it has bwome a platitude 
to call universal" 

A common form of comparison is 
analog)', which allows a writer to discuss 
complex events or ideas by comparing 
them with simpler ones. This kind of com¬ 
parison is helpful in explaining complex 
or difficult ideas. Development by analogy 
Is a favourite pattern with philosophers and 
scientists when they try to explain new 
concepts to non-tcclmical readers. 

In writing wliich deswibes, explains, or 
analyzes, the use of contrast often helps the 
development of the purpose. The simplest 
kind of contrast deals first with one of the 
contrasted elements and then with the other. 

"No two branches of mathematics 
present a greater contrast than arithmetic 
and the Theory of Numbers..." 

The pattern of such a contrast is very 
simple, since all that is required is to finish 
discussing one element before beginning 
the other. The alternative is to deal with 
both elements at once—to contrast A and 
B by showing first one of their differences, 
then another and another until the total 
contrast is completed. 

Analysis is the process of breaking a 
thing into its parts in order to understand 
how it is put together or to see how it 
functions. Sometimes called division, it is 
the method of breaking file total purpose 
statement into its parts and taking up each 
part in succession. 

So far we have considered two major 
patterns—illustrative and analytical. In 
actual practice, most essays which develop 
a thesis by analysis also use illustration. 
The analytical division merely sets up the 
main units oi fi» paper. As these are taken 
up in turn, each is likely to be developed 
by illustration. 




THIS MONTH YI:Sri:Rll\\ 


India 

The array of significant events 
which were registered in Indian 
history during the months of May 
include: beginning of great Indian 
Mutiny on May 10,1857; Vivekanand 
establishing Ramakrisluia Mission on 
May 1, 1897; introduction of Indian 
Reforms Bill in the House of Commons 
by E S. Montagu on May 29,1919; 
formation of Madras Presidency Radio 
Club on May 16, 1924; beginning of 
trial of Assembly Case in Delhi Jail on 
May 7, 1929; Subhash Chandra Bose 
announcing the formation of Forward 
Bloc on May 3, 1939; tendering of 
resignation by all members ot Viceroys 
Executive on May 9, 1946; Congress 
Working Committee passing tlic 
resolution, on May 24, 1946, asserting 
'Independence is India's right and 
due'; merger of Baroda with India on 
May 1,1949; merger of 
Chandernagore—a French settlement— 
with Indian Union on May 2, 1950; Dr 
Rajendra Prasad winning first 
Presidential election in India on May 6, 
1952; Lok Sabha passing Air 
Corporation Bill to Nationalize Air 
Transport Services on May 8, 1953; 
scaling of Mt Everest by Sherpa 
Tenzing and Edmund Hillary on May 
29, 1953; formation of the State of 
Gujarat, on May 1, 1960; entering of 
HF-24, India's indigenously designed, 
supersonic jets into tlic Indian Air 
Force; Lok Sabha passing the 
Constitutional (31st) Amendment Bill 
to increase its strength from 500 to 525, 
on May 8, 1973; India becoming 6th 
country in the world to carry out an 
undergroimd nuclear explosion on 
May 18,1974; Phu Dorjec becoming 
the first Indian to scale Mt Everest 
without oxygen on May 9, 1984; 
Bachflndri Pal becoming the first 
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j Indian and world's fourth woman to 
I set toot on the Mt Everest on May 23, 

I 1984; Goa becoming 25th State of India 
I on May 30, 1987; Parliament passing 
bill to enable new' voters above 18 to 
participate in the General Election on 
May 12, 1989; HAL handing over 100th 
I MIG 27M Swing-wing fighter bomber 
I to lAF on May 2, 1992; Sushmita Sen 
becoming Miss Universe on May 21, 
1994 and Sonia Gandhi formally 
announcing her entry into politics on 
May 2, 1997. 


Dedicaton/ 

Arthur Wellesley Wellington, 

who 'yhared victory oivr Napoleon at 
Waterloo in 1815, was born on May 
1,1769. 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy, who 
spearheaded various social reform 
movements in India, was born on 
May 5,1772. 

Karl Heinnrich Marx, political 
theorist, sociologist and author of the 
fame of 'Communist Manifesto', was 
' bom in Prussia on May 5,1818. 

' Florence Nightingale, the 
! English nurse and founder of the 

! modern nursing and popularly 
known as 'The Lady with the Lamp', 
was born on May 12, 1820. 

(Gurudev) Rabindranath 
Tagore, 14th child of Devendranath 
Tagore, was born in Jorasanko 
House, Calcutta on May 7,1861. 

Satyajit Ray, noted film 
producer and director, was born on 
May 2,1921. 


International 

The array of prominent events 
which occurred during the months of 
May at die International scenario 
include: opening of second Olympic 
Games in Paris on May 20,1900; Dreaty 


of Vereeniging ending Boer War on May 
30, 1902; beginning of work on the 
Panama Canal on May 4,1904; Treaty of 
London ending first Balkan war on May 
30,1913; sinking of Cunard-liner 
Lusitania by German U-boat on May 7, 
1915; Britain lowering voting age for 
women from 30 to 21 on May 7, 1928; 
launching of the George Cross, the 
British decoration, oh May 23, 1939; 
Communist forces taking over of 
Shanghai on May 25, 1949, finalization 
of treaty to end occupation of West 
Germany by Britain, France, US, West 
Germany on May 25, 1952; election of 
Jomo Kenyatta as the first Prime 
Minister of Kenya on May 27, 1963; 
Amnesty International getting into 
action with a newspaper appeal from 
the British Lawyer Peter Berensun on 
May 28,1961; I^g Mahendra of Nepal 
laying foundation stone of Gandak 
Barrage on May 4,1964; UN Security 
Council voting for almost total 
economic boycott of white minority 
regime of Rhodesian Prime Minister Ian 
Smith on May 29, 1968; Ceylon 
changing its name to Sri I,anka on May 
22, 1972; scaling of Mt Everest without 
oxygen by Reinhold Messener and Peter 
HAeler on May 8, 1978; Margaret 
Thatcher assuming the office as Prime 
Minister of Britain on May 4,1979; 
banning of turban by UK School Wolver 
Hampton in Midlands on May 6,1979; in 
a referendum on constitution^ changes 
on May 23,1980, Egyptian voters allow 
President Anwar Sadat to^stay in office 
indefiniteiy; Vivian Richard scoring 189 
runs against England at Old Traffbrd on 
May 31,1984 and shadowing Kapil 
Dev's record of 175 runs; Japan 
telecasting live from Mt Everest on May 
5,1988 and Tony Blair becoming Britain's 
youngest Prime Minister in the recent 
history on May 2,1997. 
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English Language 


USAGE 

Spottii^ Errors (I-IO) 

Read the following sentences and spot the 
error, if any, in one part only of each sentence. 
The parts have been marked—a, b, c and d. In 
case you do not find any error in the sentence, 
your answer will be "e" 

1.1 had gucssed(a) that one of these 
women(6) were going(c) to be operated 
upon.(d) No error.(c) 

2. Once we get the link thread(a) of 
his thought(l)) the poet does not remain(e) 
as difficult as he appears to be.(d) No 
eriDr.(e) 

3. It is better(fl) to travel the extra 
rnilefb) in search of peace(c) than live with 
unendutg tensions.(d) No error.(c) 

4. A writer of international renown{fl) 
he has interviewed(f;) the most exalted(c) 
as such as the most infamous.(d) No 
error.(e) 

5. His life is a living monument(a) with 
India's great relationship(l>) with the 
West(c) ever varying yet relentless.(<f) No 
eiTOc(e) 

6. Not only they have enriched(fl) the 
cultural life of our people(b) but have also 
made memorable(c) many a friendly and 
family gathering.(d) No error.{e) 

7. That is(a) a question an increasing(b) 
number of professionals(c) asks t hese 
days.(d) No error.{<) 

8. Her greatest gift perhaps<a) is the 
ability to weave story, poetry and magic({)) 
in the simplest of sentence(c) so that read¬ 
ing is an effbrtiess plea8ure.((0 No ertor.(e) 

9. All characters in the hlm(a) are 
fictional(b) and have no resemblance 
whatsoeve^e) with persons in real life.((I) 
Noerfor.(e) 

10. Not only did Uiey not(a} allow the 
probe to extend(i)) to politicians but also(c) 
ignored the ne«l for drastic systematic 
reform.(d) No error.(e) 

Sentence Impravement (11*15) 

Look at the underfimd pert of tech sen¬ 


tence. Below each sentence are given threepos- 
sible choices for the underlined part. If one of 
them, namely (a), (b) or (c) is better than the 
underlined part, that will be your answer. If 
none of the choices improves the sentence, your 
answer will be (d). 

11. If there were no bad people there 
would be no good lawyers. 

(a) If there was 
lb) If there will be 

(c) Iftihereis 

(d) No improvement required 

12. Hus intricate work demands that 
lathi gra acquires great dexterity with his 
hands. 

(a) that Lathigra acquire 

(b) that Lathigra should acquire 

(c) that Lathigra acquired 

(d) No improvement required 

13. Lest anyone think it strange, let 
me assure you drat it is true. 

(a) Lest anyone thinks 

(b) Lest anyone should think 

(c) Lest anyone drought 

(d) No improvement required 

14. He had n,P Other choicfi but to re¬ 
sign. 

(a) no choice than 

lb) no choices but 

(c) no choice but 

Id) No improvement requited 

15. You can stay to dinner if you like. 

(a) stay to dinner whenever 

(b) stay for dinner if 

(c) stay into dinner if 

(<0 No improvement required 

Synonyms (16*20) 

In the following sentences, a word in each 
sentence is underlined. For the underlined 
word/four choices are given. Choose tiie word 
nearest in meaning to the underlined part and 
that wUl be your answer. 

16. Ihe spontaneous applause from 
die audience encouraged die artist. 

(a) noisy 

(b) cheofol 
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(c) normal 

(d) natural 

17. A ferrid fareweU speech was the 
highlight of the function. 

(a) formal 

(b) inspiring 

(c) endiusiastic 

(d) energetic 

18. His personality reveals the anguish 
of an inquisitive and restless mind. 

{a) critical 

(b) questioning 

(c) reasoning 

(d) cynical 

19. Sometimes the thought or idea is 
couched in a riddle-like construction. 

(a) expressed 

(b) shown 

(c) impressed 

(d) coloured 

20. Hardships and suffraings could not 
subdue his indomitable spirit. 

(a) undiscipled 

(b) unyielcting 

(c) rigid 

(d) unearthly 

Antonyms (21*25) 

In the following sentences, for each 
underlined word, four choices/words op¬ 
posite in meaning to the underlined part 
are given. Select the most appropriate word 
opposite in meaning and that will be your 
answer. 

21. If you pcQXfilSfi die dog, it will bite 
you. 

(fl) pat 

(b) pacify 

(c) push 

(d) puU 

22. The failure to pa^tk^ate fri tndi- 
tiimal pufa is con^et^ die sac¬ 
rilege in die tribal society 

(tf) coUecdve 

(b) immediate 

(c) urgent 

(d) present 
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23. It is a matter of complete indiffer¬ 
ence to me. 

(a) affecticm 

(b) participation 

(c) attachment 

(d) involvement 

24. A majority of people act or react 
out of a sense of egotism . 

(a) sacrifice 

(b) service 

(c) humility 

(d) ignorance 

25. I>e8pite the prisoner's repeated 
denials of the charges against him, he was 
put behind the bars. 

(a) acknowledgements 

(b) confessions 

(c) affirmations 

(d) confirmations 

Comprehension (26-35) 

Read the following passages carefully 
and answer the questions given below each 
passage. For each question, four possible an¬ 
swers are given. Choose the one that best 
answers the question and that will be your 
choice. 

I 

The sheer joy of putting a brush 
laden with colour is indescribable. To 
. be able to create a work of art full of 
• different shades of colour is a perennial 
source of happiness for me. I feel one 
with nature. There is a certain harmony 
; in the multi-hued palette of nature, 
'< which of course, one can never hope to 
duplicate. 

26. What is the most striking aspect in 
the multi-hued palette of luiture? 

(a) magic 

; ({)) mystery 

(c) harmony'^ 

((0 happiness 

27. What is that one can never hope 
' to duplicate in nature? 

(а) harmony 

(б) hope 

(c) colourfulness 
- (d) spleiulour 

28. What does the word 'peietutial' 
mean? 

(f) strange 
. lasting 

: (c) predous 

' rare 


II 

If experts are to be believed, the first 
few years of the next century will herald 
the era of driverless vdticles and intelli¬ 
gent transport systems. Transport experts 
in the West feel the solution to increasing 
congestion on highways is to make the 
transport system intelligent. They say ex¬ 
panding or constructing of new lanes on 
existing highways will not work. Devel¬ 
oping countries like India have an advan¬ 
tage—they can leapfrog by building 
expressways that are intelligent, instead 
of upgrading those that are already obso¬ 
lete. 

29. What, according to experts, is the 
solution to increasing congestion on high¬ 
ways? 

(fl) making transport systems intel¬ 
ligent 

(b) making self-driven vehicles light 
and cheap 

(c) making more highways 

(d) making or expanding lanes in¬ 
telligently 

30. Whose opinion in the next cen¬ 
tury should count the most? 

(a) transport companies 

(b) transport expert 

(c) road users 
(<0 none of these 

31. What advantage does India have 
among die developing countries? 

(a) she can constructnew highways 
ijb) she can expand existing lanes 
(c) she can upgrade damaged roads 
{d) she can build expressways 

32. What does the word 'obsolete' 
mean in the passage? 

(a) extinct 

(b) damaged 

(c) ever-used 

(d) out-dated 

III 

Efforts to promote international coop¬ 
eration in tite field of human rig)its must be 
premised on the recognition that there B no 
country in the worid where human rights 
violations have been entirely eliminated. 
Regional arrangements ki tiw field of hu- 
. oi^ill^GoiddnoitaLa^ly be tians^ 
fiom oi;e regkm to another without r^aid 
to historical and contemporary realities. For 
Achieving enduring nnults, solutions to 


problems encountered by each society must 
be generated from wititin their natiottal 
omtexts. Hw role of the international com¬ 
munity and the UN system should be that 
of a catalyst. It should be geared towards 
assisting countries in identifying effwtive 
solutions to the problems they (^ce in pro¬ 
moting and protecting human ri^ts 
through a constructive dialogue. 

33. Which one of the following state¬ 
ments is correct? 

(a) There are many countries where 
tiiere are no violations of human 
ri^ts. 

(b) Promotion of international coop¬ 
eration depends upon UN sys¬ 
tem. 

(c) Solutions to problems faced by 
each society must come out from 
within their national contexts. 

(d) The assumption that human 
rights violations are not a seri¬ 
ous matter is based on history 
and contemporary realities. 

34. What is the best way to transplant 
human rights from one region to another? 

(fl) by involving UN and other in¬ 
ternational agencies 

(b) by giving some weightage to 
historical events 

(c) by giving full regard to histori¬ 
cal and present-day realities 

(d) by solving current problems of 
the people 

35. What should be the role of inte^ 
national community in ensuring human 
rights for all? 

(fl) of an observer 

(b) of an agent of change 

(c) of an arbitrator 

(d) of a silent spectator 

Idioms (36-40) 

In the following sentences for awh under¬ 
lined idiom, four meanings or explanations are 
given. Qwase the one dmt best brings out the 
meaning cftiu underlined idiom and that will 
be your answer. 

36. Their ideas about r^brming the 
priacm system are just pkin ttveaky. 

(a) efforts likely to succeed 

(b) plans like to arouse susfridon 

(c) nothing mtKh to get exdtri 

(<0 hopedfbreventuniikdiytbKap- 

pen 
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37. If she lost ha job ior being late 
once, she got a pretty raw deal. 

(a) undue advantage 

(b) unfair remarks 

(c) unfair dismissal 
(<0 unfair treatment 

38. ^e was breathing fire and brim¬ 
stone hr being denied entry into the mu¬ 
sic hall. 

(a) foolishly frank 

(b) highly emotional 

(c) furious angry 

(d) visibly violent 

39. He was left with egg all over his 
face when his forecast was proved wrong. 

(a) appeared nervous 

(b) appeared foolish 

(c) appeared hurt 

(d) appeared unsuccessful 

40. The new chief of the party was 
pleased after cocking a snook at his rival. 

(a) making a rude gesture 

(b) exchai^ing greetings 

(c) making friendly gesture 

(d) showing utter contempt 

Filling the blanks (41-50) 

In the following passage some' spaces 
have been left bknk. For each blank space, 
three words have been suggested. Choose the 
most appropriate word for the blank space and 
that will be your answer. 

The impressionists_ 

41. (a) explored 

(b) capture^ 

(c) caught’'"^ 

the beauty of the fleeting moment with a 
few strokM. The y 

42. ’iff) found 

discovered 
(c) invented 

the lelatuxiship of one primary colour widi 
anotho—how th e 

43. (a) mixture 

(b) combination 

(c) juxtaposition/' 

of blue and red will appear more vividly 
.violet than any one of the primary colours 
(mite_. 

44. (s) merit 

aitifpoutm 

Manet u^QaoteUaiin^every,...^^ 

45. (a) trace 


^sign 
/ (c) symbol 

of eartn colours iiom theiipalette and used 
only pure blues and greens placed 
close_ 

46. (afto 

(b) with 
(cjof 

each other and followed their intuitiv e 

47. (flHeeling 
(kfpassion 

(c) sentiment 

for light. The warmth of_ 

48. (a) brushes 
(f) meanings 

>(c) colours 

which Gaugin discovered in Tapiti, and the 
brilliance of_ 

49. (fl) mixed 

Impure 

bright 

colour in Van Gogh's paintings wer e 

50. (a) infallible 

incredible 
(c) invisible 
in their beauty. 




Recommended for all Competitive Examinations 


Revised and Updated 

1999 Edition 


Prestigious Publications of 


ill?! 


126, Industrial Area-1, Chandigarh -160 002 











OBJECTIVE-TYPE Ul i ^ I U ’XS 


Quantitative ApHtude 

West Bengal Clerkship Bxamlnalien, 1998 


1. The cos>t ot 3 chairs and 4 tables is Rs 12,480 and that of 
2 chairs and 3 tables is Rs 9,180. The cost of a table is: 

(a) Rs 720 (b) Rs 3300 (c) Rs 1,860 (d) Rs 2380 

2. The least possible number that leaves the same 
remainder 17 when divided by 36,48 and 72 is: 

(a) 161 (b) 305' (c) 127 (d) 271 

3. 45% of 50 is 75% of* 

(a) 30 (b) 40 (c) 36 (d) 24 

4. The sum of two numbers is 27 and their product is 180. 
The difference of the numbers is: 

(a) 6 (b) 3 (c) 4 (d) 9 

5. A trader has to travel several times from one station to 
another for business. If the railway fare is increased by 20%, in 
order to keep the travelling cost same he has to reduce the number 
of journeys by: 


(a) 12-j% (b) 14|% (c) 16|% (d) 20% 

6. Out of 450 students of a school, the ratio of the number 
of boys to that of girls is 5:4, if 25 more girls get admitted, the 
new ratio will be: 

(a) 6 : 5 (b) 8:7 (c) 7:8 (d) 10:9 

7. The monthly salaries of A and B are in the ratio 4 : 7. 
Each of them receives an increment of Rs 150 per monOi and the 
ratio becomes 5:8. The salary of B before increment was: 

(a) Rs 840 (b) Rs 210 (c) Rs 630 (d) Rs 1050 

8. The greatest number of 4 digits exactly divisible by 8, 
12 and 16 is: 

(a) 1008 (b) 9984 (c)a056 (d) 9936 

9. The price is tagged on an artioeby raising die cost 

price by 25% and dien a rebate of 10% is aili^ed on the price 
fixed, die actual profit will be: ^ , 

(fl) 10% (b) 15% (c) 12% (d) 12.5% 

10. The simplified value of where ^5 ■ 2.24 is: 

(a) 4.48 (b) 3 (c) 0.96 ^ 0.04 

11. A man rovi^ 4 km downstream in 30 minutes and takes 
2 hours in backward journey. The speed of the boat is: 

(a) 2 km/hr (b) 3 km/hr 

(c) 5 km/hr (<0 8 km/hr 

12. A number is 4 times another number and thdr product 
is 2116. The smaller number is: 

(0) 92 (b) 46 (c) 69 (d) 23 

pil The least integer which when divided by 6,8 and 10 
leqmVremainder 5 in each case, but when divid^ 7 leaves 
no iwiilzAier is: 

(a) 245 (b) 280 (c) 126 ^ 210 


(b) 14f ‘ 


(c) 16 j% 


iQi^ed on the price 
id) 12.5%'^'--^ 


14. The bell of a wall clock takes 4 seconds to ring 4 hours 
at 4 p.m. To ring 9 hours at 9 p.m. it will take 


(a) 10— secs 


(b) 9 secs 


(c) 10 secs (d) 13—secs 

15. Rs 488.00 is divided among A, B, C 
A's share : B's share = 2-5, B's share : C's share = 3 • 8. B gets' 

(fl) Rs 120 (b) Rs 100 (c) Rs 90 (d) Rs 150 

16. The number of prime numbers less than 50 is: 

(a) 13 (b) 14 (c) 15 (d) 16 

17. The sum of all multiples of 19 lying between 100 and 
200 is: j 

/a) 760 (b) 969 (c) 855 (d) 77% 

_ 0.79-0.63 

18. The simplified value of-is:. 

5.67-2.34 

(a) 55 (b) 5 (c) .5 ^ .05 

19. A man takes twice as long to row a distance against the 
stream as to row the same distance in favour of the stream. The 
ratio of the speed of the boat (in still water) and stream is: 

40 ) 1:1 (b) 3 :1 (c) 3 : 2 (d) 4 : 3 

20. The simplified value of (24 + ■|^) x 0.285714 is: 

(a) 2 (b) 3 (c) 5 (d) 7 

21. In an election contested by two candidates the winner 
gets 55% of votes and wins by 24 votes. The total number of 
votes polled in the election was; 

(a) 240 (b) 180 (c) 150 (d) 120 

22. The sum of three ccHisecutive integers is 198. the greatest 
of the numbers is: 

^ (a) 65 (b) 66 (c) 67 (d) 68 

23. If the cost price of 8 ar^es be the same as the selling 
price of 6 articles, fiie profit per cent will be; 

(a) 25 (b) 12^ (c) 30 (d) 33j 

24. TWo equal sums were lent out at 14% and 16% simple 

interest pj. respectively. The total interest earned on the two 
loans in 5 years is Rs 45300. The total sum lent out is: 

(a) Rs 30,000 (b) Rs 45,000 

(c) Rs 56,000 (d) Rs 60,000 

25. The diameter of a wheel of a car is 70 cm. It will turn 600 

22 * 

times round ite axte to cover a distance of (^^y): 

(a) 1320 km (b) 2340 km 
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(c) 26.40 km (<{) 13.20 km 

20 

26. .•The least among the numbers (0 ^5 / 00 (iO) 2.24, 
(w) isr 

{«) 0) (b) 00 (0 m id) ow) • 

27. A sum of money amounts to Rs 8,880 at the end of 4th 

year and to Rs 9,600 at the end of 5th year at simple interest p.a. 
The sum is: 

(fl) Rs 4,000 (b) Rs Sm (c) 6,000 (d) Rs 7,000 

28. 1 % of 0.1 is: >jr y 

(fl) 0.1 (h) 0.01 (c) 0.001 W 0-0001 

29. A tap can fill a cistern in 30 minutes and another can 

empty it in 20 minutes. When the cistern is full both the taps 

are opened together. The tank will be empty in: 

Jfi) 30 min (i») 24 min (c) 20 min (d) 16 min 

30. P:Q = 2:3,Q:R = 5: 8 ,R:S = 9:10andS = 56.Then 
P is: 

(fl) 21 (b) 24 (c) 30 (d) 32 

31. By selling an article a man loses 5% on cost. The 
equivalent loss per ccn( on sale is; 

(fl)5^% (b)4||% (c) 6 % (d) 6 ^% 

32. A trader marks his goods 20% above cost price but he 
allows a discount of 5% on the marked price to his customers. 
His profit per cent is. 

(fl) 15 (b) 12 (c) 14 (d) 10 

33. Price of oil is increased by 30%. To keep the expenditure 
on oil same, the per cent of consumption of oil to be reduced is: 

(fl) 23^% (b) 30% (c) 40% (d) 25% 

34. The volume of water is increased by 10% when it freezes 
to form ice, then the volume of ice when it melts to form water 
decreases by: 

(a) 9% (b) 9-^% (c) 10% (d) lo|% 

111 

35. The simplified value of 1 -f r of 7 is: 

W 20 (» 10 (c) 9 3 (0 2 

When 30% of a number is added to 63, the result is tite 
itself. The nuixtber is; 

(fl) 80 (b) 90 (c) 100 (d) 120 

37. A mixture of 48 litres contains wine and water in the 
ratio 5; 3. How much water should be added to the mixture so 
that the ratio becomes 5:4? 

(a) 5 litres (b) 6 litres 

(c) 10 litres (d) 12 litres 

38. Thelengdiofasideof asqwrepazkis7Dmetres.The 
cost of fendng tfte park ahn^ its boundary at the rate of Rs 3 per 
metre is: 

(fl) Rs 840 (bHls 210 (c) Rs 14,700 (d) Rs 420 


39. Thelea5tnumbermultipliedbyl728tomaketheproduct 

a perfect s^re is: , 

4) 3 (b) 4 (c)' 6 (d) 8 

40. Aboxcontainsl00coinsparfly2rupeeandthe'remamipg 
1 rupee, the total value of which is Rs 132. The number of 1 rupee 
coins is: 

(fl) 32 (b) 68 (c) 64 (d) None of these 

41. A and B together can do a piece of work in 10 days; B 
and C in 15 days; C and A in 20 days. C alone can do the work ‘ 
in: 

(fl) 20 days (b) 24 days (c) 60 days (d) 120 days 

42. Five numbers are arranged in increasing order. The 
average of the first four numbers is 34 and the average of the lasf 
four numbers is 40. The difference of the last and the first number 
is: 

(a) 24 (b) 6 (c) 30 (d) 20 

43. The greatest of the four numbers 0.3, (0.5)^, y/o.49 ond 

0.23 is: 

(fl) (b) (0.5)* (c) 0.3 (d) 0.23 

44. In an examination of 90 students 58 passed in English, 
50 passed in Bengali and 16 failed in both. The number of students 
who passed in both English and Bengali is: 

(fl) 24 (b) 30 (c) 34 (d) 36 

45. The sum of two numbers is 4 times their difference. The 
greater of the numbers is 40. The other is: 

(fl) 20 (b) 22 (c) 24 (d) 28 

46. A train passes a platform 120 m long in 18 seconds arul 
a man standing on the platform in 10 seconds. The speed of the 
train is: 

(fl) 15 m/sec (b) 10 m/sec 
2 

(c) 12 m/sec (d) 6 j m/sec 

47. The simplified value of 

0.743 x 0.743 - 0.357 x 0.357 . _ 

0.743 - 0.357 

(fl) 1.1 (b) 1 (c) 2.1 (d) 2 

48. 1 hectare is equal to: 

(fl) 100 sqm (b) 1000 sqm 

(c) 10000 sqm (d) 100000 sqm 

49. A money-lender lent Rs 500 for 2 years and Rs 300 for 
5 years at the same rate of simple interest and received Rs 125 as 
total interest. The rate per annum was: 

(fl) 4% (b) 5% (c) 6 % (d) 8 % 

50. The ratio of the circumference of any circle to its diamelar 
is always 22:7. If the radius of a drde is 7 cm, its dicumfiaence 
will be: 

(fl) 44 cm (b) 22 cm (c) y cm (d) 154 cm 

51. The sinqrlified value cff OJl x02 0.02 + Oj002 x 0.002 

is: ***\ -f 

(fl) .000012 (b) .040404 (e) .00000? (d) .000444 

52. The total number of perfect S<}uare nuitibers lying 
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between 300 and 3000 is: 

(a) 36 /b) 37 (c) 38 (d) 39 

53. A pipe can fill a cistern in 16 minutes. But due to a 
leakage at the bottom it is Med tip in 20 minutes. The time taken 
by leakage alone to empty a full dstem is: 

(a) 1 hr 4 min (b) 1 hr 20 min 

(c) 36 min (d) 1 hr 

54. The difference of the greatest and the least among the 

*1 D A 

numbers 

2 3 4 5 

(a) 3 (b) ~ (c) (d) 1 

55. A sum of money put at simple interest trebles itself in 15 
years. The rate of interest per annum is: 


(a) 12 % (b) 122 % 

56. The average age of 21 students in a class is 15 years. A 


new student joins the class and the average becomes 14^ years. 
The age of the new student is: 

(a) 9-1 years (b) 10 years 

(c) 10^ years (d) 12 years 

57 If a car takes 18 hours to complete a journey by moving 

at a speed ^ of the normal speed, then die time for the journey 
with normal speed is: 

(B)32|hr (b)10hr (c) 12hr (d) 15hr 

58. Each of 589, 781 and 925 leaves the same remainder 
when divided by the integer d. The greatest possible d is: 

^ (a) 24 (b) 36 (c) 48 (d) 72 

^ 59. In 1996,1st January was Monday. 31st December of that 
\ yeir was: 

\/ (a) Sunday (b) Monday 

^ (c) Tuesday (d) Wedneiiay 

60. There is food for 400 men for 40 days. If after 25 days 
100 more men come, the number of days for which the remaining 
food will last for is: 

(a) 15 (b) 18| (c) 12 (d) 37 

61. The angles of a triangle are in the ratio 3 : 4 ; 5. The 
greatest angle of the triangle is: 

(a) 45“ (b) 150“ (c) 75“ (d) 60“ 

62. If 8*907 be divisfole by 9, die missing digit (*) will be: 

(«) 1 (b) 2 {^3 (d) 4 

63. The least of the numbers rj, ^ and ^ is: 

if*,* 

, , . lO ,,, 13 ,, 16 , - 20 

(«) 11 Q>) 14 (c) 17 (4 21 


64. IfA:B»2:3,B:C*4:7,dienA:B:Cte^ualto: 

(a) 2:3:4 (b),3:4:7 

(c) 2:4:7 <4)8:12:21 V . 

65. The length of a rectangular plot is three times m breadth 

and its perimeter is equal to that of a square of area 100 sq m. The 
area of the plot is: , / 

4^400 sq m (b) 300 sq m 

M 75 sq m (d) 150 sq m 

66 . A stick of length 90 cm is broken into three pieces in the 
ratio 4:5:11. The length of the smallest part is: 

(a) 16 cm (b) 18 ar^ (c) 20 cm (d) 22.5 cm 

67. A mucture of 80 litres of liquid contains spirit and water 
in the ratio of 5 :3 by volume. The number of litres of spirit to 
be added to the mbcture so that the ratio becomes 13 :6 is: 

(a) 10 (b) 12 (c) 15 (d) 20 

68 . The multiple of 40 nearest to the greatest number of 
four digits is' 

(a) 9960 (b) 9970 (c) 9980 (d) 10000 

69. The amount of gain when an article is sold at Rs 285 is 
double the amount of loss when it is sold at Rs 225. The cost of 
the article is: 

(a) Rs 235 (b) Rs 245 (c) Rs 250 (d) Rs 255 

70. The least integer by which 216 b to be divided to get a 

perfect square is: ’ y . 

(«) 2 (b) 3 icU/C^d) 9/ 

71. The number nearest to lODw md divisible by 72,108 
and 126 is: 

(a) 9072 (b) 9828 (c) 9576 (d) 10584 

72 A sum of money doubles in 7 years at simple interest 
p.a. It will be 4 times in; 

(a) 14 years (b) 21 years (c) 28 years (d) 35 years 

73. A train passes a bridge of length 220 metres in 30 seconds 
and a station of length 345 metres in 40 seconds. The speed of the 
train in km/hour is; 

(a) 40 (b) 42 (c) 45 (d) 50 

74. A man's property is divided among his wife, one son 
and one daughter. The wife gets thrice as much as the son gets 
and the son gets twice as much as the daughter, gets. The 
daughter's share is Rs 9,BQ0. The amount of the property is; 

(a) Rs 54,000 ^ (b) Rs 18,000 

(c) Rs 81,000 (d) Rs 72,000 

75. Three numbers are in the rafliv^: 7:12 and the sum of 
first and the third number b greater than the second by Their 


sum is: 


fefl 20 


(a) 100 (b) 110 « 120 (d) 130 

76. A bag contains 190 coins consisting of five rupee, wo 
rupee and one rupee coins, if the ratio of their values be 5:6:15, 
then the number of two rupee coins is: 

(a) 8 (b) 24 (c) 30 (d) 48 

77. 461 X 459 = ? 

(a) 211699 (b) 211599 (c) 211499 (d) 210599 

78. T^ and breadth of a rectangular garden are 20 
metres and 15 metres respectivdy. The cost of paving » paA of 
widtii 1 m around inside the garden @ Rs 5.00 per sq m is: 

(a)Rsl70 (b)R 8 230 (c)Rs270 (d)Rs330 
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79. Abioker charges coounission at 8 % of die first Rs 15,000 
and 3% (HI die remainder of die selling price. If die selling price 
is Rs 75,000, the ccanmission he should get is: 

> ( 0 ) Rs 1,200 (h) Rs 1300 (c) Rs 3,000 (d) Rs 3^50 

80. The average of 5 consecutive integers is 54. The least of 
them is: 

(a) 50 (b) 51 (c) 52 (d) 53 


_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (d) Let the costs of a chair and that of a table be Rsx and y 

reflectively 

A.T.S. 3x + 4y = 12480... (t) 

2x + 3y = 9180... («) 

Solving (t) and (it) we get y = 2580 

2. (a) L.C.M. of 36,48,72 = 144 

.•.Reqd.no. = 144+ 17 =161 

3. (a) 75%ofx = 45%of50=> 

4. (&) (x-y)' = (x + y)2-4xy,(x-y)^ = 27^-4 x 180 

= 9 x-y = 3 

5. (c) On Rs 120, reduction should be Rs 20 

20 2 

On Rs 100, reduction should be = x 100 = 16 j % 


6 . (d) Boys = X 450 = 250 girls = 200 


A.T.S. New ratio = 


250 


250 10 


200 + 25 225 


_ 4x + 150_5_^ 

7x+150"8 

Reqd. salary of B = 7x = 7 xl50 = Rs 1050 

8 . (b) LC.M.of8,12,16 = 48 

Largest no. of four digits = 9999. 

On dividing 9999 by 48, we get R = 15 

...Reqd. no. = 9999-15 = 9984 

9. (d) Let the fixed price be Rs 100 

ATS. P - (100 + 25) X -100 = 12S% 

S~2..S-2 ( 75 - 2)2 


= 9-4x2.24 = 0.04 

11. (c) Let the speed of boat in still water be x km/hr and that 
of current be y km/hr 

Downstream speed > x + y km/hr 

Upstream speed = x - y ’ 

ATS, —^ ~ X ♦ jr = 8... <0 

x+y % 


4 

* 2 orx-y* 2 ...(ii) 

Soivkig (0 and (») we get x « 5 km/hr 

12. (d) 4xxx = 2116»> x = 23 ^ 

13. (a) LC.Mof6,8,10 = 120 

1% X 1 + 5 = 125 not divisible by 7 
120 X 2 + 5 = 245 which is divisible by 7 

14. (a) For 4 sinkings there are 3 equal intervals t.e. between kt. 

and nnd, between II and ID and between m and IV. ’ 

‘ * v*. To strike 9 there are 8 intervals 

In 3 intervals time taken is 4 sec 

... In 8 intervals i.e. to strike 9, time taken 

* a 32 _2 

= j x 8 = ■J" * 10 3 secs 

15. (a) A . B : C 

2 • 5 

3 : 8 

or 6 : 15 : 40 

B's share = 7 -~-^x 488 =Rsl20 

6 + 15 + 40 

16. (c) Prime nos. less than 50 are 

2,3,5,7,11,13,17,19,23,29,31,37,41,43,47. 

Their no. = 15 

17. (a) Multiples of 19 lying between 100 and 200 are 

114,133,... 190 

T„ = a + (n-l)d a = 114, d = 19, t„ = 190 
190 = 114 + (r.-l)19=:» n = 5 / 

Sum= y(* + c)=| (lf4 + 190) = 760 c = t, = 190 


79 - 7 63 -6 


18. (d) 


0.79-0.63 

5.67-2.34 


72_57 

_ 90~90 

(2+3^1 3 I 33 


J!L 


90 


0.05 


19. (&) Let the speeds of boat in still water and mi of current 
be X and y respectively y,i,y 

• * - 

X - 7-* • ' ^ 

1 <+7 • i. , , 

i*y^> 


A.IS T.j 


’x + y 


X — y y ” 1 


49. 2 


0.142857 


20 . (d) (24 + |) X .285714 ® '^’‘7 “ ^ 

21. (a) 55%ofx,-45%ofx = 24 =*10%ofx»24orx»240 

22. (c) X + x + 1 + X + 2 »198 => x = 65, x + 2 « 67 ^preatest) 

23. (a) P/o = ~ ' 

24. (d)xx^x5•^^^^^^-45000 »»x-30000 

Total sum = Rs 60000 




'xl00 = 25% 
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25. (a) In 1 turn distance coveted > 

Reqd. distance « x 70 x 600 cm = 132 km 
7 

10 01 

26. (d) Vs * 2.236. Y*= .222 .... 2.24, ^ » 2.219 

I . 91 

Least no.» 77 
41 

27. (c) S.I. for 1 year » 9600 - 8880 = Rs 720 

S.I. for 5 years =» 720 x 5 = Rs 3600P * 9600 - 3600 = 6000 

28. (c) 1% of 0.1 * X 0.1 = 0.001 

29. (fl) Work done by both pipes in 1 minute ® ^ ” 6^ 

... Full cistern can be emptied in 60 minutes 

~ cistern can be emptied in 30 minutes 

Q R S 3 S' \jS, S 8 56 8 

31. (fl) Let C.P. = Rs 100 ' '^S.P. = 100 -5 = Rs 95 

5 5 

Equivalent loss on sale = ^100 = 5 " 

32. (c) Let C.P. * Rs 100 

... M.P. = 100 + 20 = Rs 120 


S.P. = M.P.X 


(100-d) 


Sp,.l?Q?95 

0 . 1 . JQQ IW 

... P « 114 -100 = 14% 

1 

33 . (a) Reqd. reduction = 130 

34. (b) Increased vol = 100 + 10 = 110 

Decrease% = xlOO=9 

35 . 

• 2 

36. ’(h) 30%ofx + 63»x => x = 90 

37. (t) Wine - 5^x48 * 301 

...Water = 18 

38. (a) Reqd. cost = (4 x70) x3 = Rs 840 

(Perimeter of a square - 4 x side) 

39. (a) 1728 = 12x12x12=12x12 x2x2 x3 Reqd.no. = 3 

40. (b) Let the no. of 1 Re coins be x 

A.TS.(100-x)2+ xxl-132 =» x = 68 


41. (d) C'soneday'swork(A+B+C)'soneday'swork-(A+B)'s 

one day's work = "120 

... C alone can do the work in 120 days 

42. (a) 34 

... x, + Xj + X, + = 136 ... (/) , 

Xj + X, + x^ + Xj = 40 x4 = 160 ... («) 

Subtracting (i) from (»7) x, - x, = 160 -136 = 24 

43. (a) 0.3, .25, ^ = .7, 0.23= .2333 

Greatest no. = Jm 

44. (c) No. of students passed in at least one subject = 90-16 

= 74 

n(A u B) = n(A) + n(B) - n(A n B) 

... 74-58 + 50-x => x = 34 

45. (c)40 + x = 4{40-x) => x = 24 

46. (a) Length of train = Lm 

L L + 120 . , 

i5“-15“ 


Speed = ^ = 15 m/sec 

2 2 ^ 

47 . (a) --“-f- = a + b = 0.743 + 0 357 = 1.100 ^ 

a — b 

48. (c) 1 hectare = 10000 sq m 


r = 5% 


^ X 7 = 44 cm 


54 

T 

3000 


25 

104 

500 


416 

37 

84 


.- ... 500xrx2 300xrx5 

49. (fc) +--i^- = 125 


51. (b) 0.04 + 0.0004+.000004 = 0.040404 

52. (b) ir< 300 < 18' 

... Perfect squares between 

300 and 3000 are 
18', 19',... 54' 


53. (b) Let the reqd. time taken by leakage be x min 

A.T.S. :; 7 --= X = 80 = 1 hr 20 min 
16 X 20 

54. (a)|=2,|=3,|=4,|-=5 

2 3 4 5 

Reqd. difference = 5-2 = 3 

55. (c) Let P = Rs X ... A = Rs 3 X .-. S.I. = 3x -x = 2x 

„ S.I.X100 2xxl00 


56. (a) Reqd. age of new student=22 —21x15=9-years 
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57. (b) T^ = 18 or 5^ = 18 

-ofx -XX 


or 7 

= 18 x-^ 

= 10 hr 

58. (c) 781 

925 

925 

-589 

-589 

-781 

192 

336 

144 


T= S 

X s normal speed 


Reqd. no. = H.C.F. of 192,144,136 = 48 

59. (d) 1996 is a leap year, no. of days = 366 ^ U 

No. of odd days 2, on 1st Jan was Monday 

31st December was Wednesday 

60. (c) Men Days 

400 40 - 25 = 15 400 : 500 = x:15 


7 366 
52-2 


400 + 100 


400x15 

=> X = cavi - 12 


61. (c) Greatest angle of a ^ xi80 = 75 ® 

(Sum of zs of a A® 180® 

62. (c) 8 + X + 9 + 0 + 7 = 24 + X .-.btoing digit = 3 

(... A no. is divisible by 9 if the sum 
of digits is divisible by 9) 

..10 _ 13 _ 16 20 _ 


63. (a) ^ = .909, H =.928, f 

, 10 
Least no. = -r. 


17 * 21 


(If the di&rence between doiominator and numerator = 1 
(denominator > numerator) the no. having smaller 

numerator is smaller) 

64. (d) A B C 

2 3 

4 7 

8 : 12 : 21 

65. (c) LetB = xm ... L®3x, Side of a square® VlOO ®10m 

Perimeter of a square ® 4 xside ® 4 xio = 40 
A.T.S. 2(3x + x)»40s:*x = 5,L®3x5®15m 
.‘•A • 15 X 5 * 75 . 

66 . (b) Length of the smallest part ® ^ y - - - x90 • 18 cm 

67. (c) Spirit - 80 X gfj - 501 ...Water * 30 

A.T.S^^ -501 

68. (d) Greatest no. of four digits - 9999 

On dividing 9999 by 40 we get R - 39 
No. nearest to 9999 whidt ii a multiple of 40 


= 9999+ (40-39) = 10000 

(We can also find the no. by inspection) * , 

69. (b) CJ>. = S.P.-P = S.P. + lo9s 

A.T.S 285 - 2x = 225 + X =» X = 20 

C.P. = 285-2 x20 = Rs245 

70. (c) 216 = 6’ = 6x6 x6. 

Reqd mteger = 6 

71. (d) L.C.M. of 72,108,126 = 1512 6 

Reqd. no. = 10000 + 1512 - 928 = J0584 1512 lOOM 

10000 - 928 = 9072 is also divisible by 22^ 

72,108, 216 but no. nearest to 10000 is 10584 
which is also divisible by 72,108,216 


7, (U\ 

72. (b) T= 


XX100 100 

xx7 - 7 

If A = 4x then S.I. = 3x 

3xxl00 
Reqd. tune = — - — > 


LetP = x 

A = 2x, SI = 2x - X = Rs x 
S.I.X100 
PxT 


Too *21 years 


73. (c) 


L + 220 L + 345 


L = 155 m 


„ , ,, . 155 + 220 375 , 

Speed of tram = —m/sec 

375 ^18 

74. (c) Daughter's share = Rs 9000 

Son's share = 2 x9000 = Rs 18000 
Wife'sshare = 3 x 18000 = Rs 54000 
Total property = 9000 + 18000 + 54000 = Rs 81000 

75. (c) 5x + 12x = 7x + 50 => x = 5 

Total sum = 5x + 7x + 12x = 24x = 24 X 5 = 120 
5Re 2Re 1 Re 

76. (c) Ratio of values = Rs 5 Rs 6 Rs 15 


Ratio of no. of corns® ^ 


Y /e. 1:3:15 


No. of 2 Re coins = x 190 » 30 

77. (b) (460 + 1) (460 - IL® (460)? - P ® 211600 -1« 211599 

... (a + b)(a-b)®a’-b' 

78. (d) Area of path = 20 xl5 -(20 -2 xl) (15 -2 x 1) 

-66 sqm 

Reqd. cost ® 66 x5 • Rs 330 

79. (c) Total commission ® 8% of Rs 15000 + 3% of Rs 60000 

- JL xlSOOO ♦ ^ X60000 ® Rs 3000 
100 *00 
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REASONING ,\nil.! 1) 


Test «f Reasoning - 1 


0 


Qs. 1*8. Find the odd-man out: 


1. (ii) crazy 

(b) charming 

(c) ridiculous 

(d) zany 

(e) funny 


2. (a) Edison 

(b) Marcony 

(c) Galileo 

id) Freud 

(e) Einstein 


3. (a) Afghanistan 

(b) Bhutan 

(c) Zimbabwe 

(d) Thailand 

(e) Iraq 

4. (a) walrus 

(b) chameleon 

(c) trout 

(d) octopus 

(e) cod 


5. (a) gold 

(b) gypsum 

(c) tungsten 

(d) zinc 

(e) bronze 


6. (a) latitude 

(b) date line 

(c) snow line 

(d) equator 

(e) prime meridian 

7. (a) comet 

(b) sun 

(c) star 

(d) rainbow 

(e) moon 


8. (a) Confucius 

(b) Marco Polo 

(c) Vasco da Gama 

(d) Hieuntsang 


(c) Fahien 


Qs. 9-16. In each of the following questions, two words are 
given which have a certain relationship between them. Your 
task is to find out fttim the options (a), (b), (c) and (d) the pair 
with a similar relationship between the two words given. 

9. youth: childhood 
(«) juverule: mischief 
(c) senile; old 

10 . collar: shirt 

{a) dress: attire 
(c) table: chair 

11 . coca-cola: pepsi 

(a) hen; chicken 
(c) President: Miiuster 

12 . tyre: steering 


(b) morning; dawn 
(d) life: death 

(b) stem: ship 
(d) dish: hunger 

(b) State: Centre 
(d) sparrow: cuckoo 


(b) wheel: movement 
(d) shoe: socks 


.M 


(a) brick: house 
(c) barrel: trigger ■ 

13. auditorium; drama 

(a) arena: wrestling 
(c) silver screen : dnema 

14. atiieist; priest 

(a) dea^: graveyard 
(c) optimist: pessimist 

15. philanthropy : benevolence 

(a) jealousy: hatred 
(c) obstacle: struggle 

16. satin: cloth 

(a) breeches; hunting 
(c) soldjer: army 

17-19 are based on the word 'ALTERNATIVE'. 

4?. How many sets of two letters have as many letters 

M. - 


(b) television: screen 
(d) hospital: patient 

(6) accident; safety 
(d) traffic: mobility 

(b) election: campaign 
(d) charity: religion 

(b) uruform: students 
(i) oxygen: gas 


between them as they have in the alphabetical order? 

{«) 1 (b) 2 (c) 3 (d) 4 (e) 5 

18. FouroutofdiefivewtHdsgivenbebwaierelatedtotiwlead 
word in the same way while cme is difeent. Find this odd-man out: 

(a) RAVINE (b) TRAIN (c) VETERAN 
(d) NERVE (e) RETIRE 

19. If first four letters of the word were written in reverse 
order, then the next three letters were added in reverse order and 
finally the last four followed in reverse order, which letter would 
occur exactly in the mid of N and I? 

(a) E (b) R (c) V (d) 1 (e) T 

Qs. 20-21. A secret message was passed between officers 
through codes which looked like everyday conversation. Read 
the messages and answer the questions Aat follow: 

'Some trains are late' means 'Do not trust strangers.' 

Trains move very fast' means 'Strangers can be spies.' 

'Some engines move slowly' means 'Do spies kill people?' 

'Engines are very heavy' means 'They can not kill.' 

20 What is the code for 'kill'? 

(a) very (b) some (c) engines (d) heavy (e) move 

21. 'Some engines are trains' means; 

(fl) Do not kill spies. (b) People can be spies. 

(c) Do not kill strangers. (d) Spies do not trust. 

(c) Do spies trust people? 

22. If in a code, 'REPTILE' is 'PERTELI' then TUESDAY 
would be; 

(fl)EUTYADS (bjSEUTYAD (c) EUTSDYA 

(djUTSDEAY (c)EUTSYAD 

23. If 'TEMPERATURE' is written as UDNPOFQBSVQ, 
TRESSURE' would be: 

(fl)QSFRTVSD (b)QQFRTTSD (c) QQFRRTSD 

(d) QSFnrSF (e) QQFRTIQF 

24. Suresh starts from hb home and goes 1 km east, turns 
right and goes 1 km, then turns left goes 1 km and finally again 
turns left and after 1 km reaches his destination. How far is he 
from his home? 

(a) 3 km (b) 2 km (c) ^ 2 ^ + km 

(d) 1 km (e) ^2^+2^ kni 

25. Six card players A, B, C, D, E and F are sitting round a 
table at equal distance from one another: 

B is feeing E and D u not fedr^ F. 

F is to fee left of A who is not near 6. 

Who is to the right of D? 

(a) A (b)B (e)C (d) E (e) P 
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_ NON-VERBAL SERIES _ 

Questions 26-55. Which figure from A, B, C, D and E would be the next one in the series of Problem Figures. 
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Qs. 56^5. Find the odd-man out. 
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Qs. 66-75. In each of the following questions, figure 11 is related to figure 1 in a definite way. Your task is to find out from 
A, B, C, D and E, the figure that has the same relationship with figure III. 
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PROBLEM FIGURES 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (b) All the others are used different shades of the same 

mood. 

2. (d) All the others are scientists, he was a psychiatrist. 

3. (c) All the others are Asian countries. 

4. (b) All the others are water-creatures. 

5. (e) All the others are pure minerals, this one is made by 

mixing two metals. 

6 . (c) All the others are imaginaiy lines round the globe. This 

one is the line above which snow never melts. 

7. (d) All the others are heavenly bodies. 

8 . (a) He is the only reUgious figure among travellers. 

9. (b) One naturally follows the other, hence, sequence 

relationship. 

10. (b) They have a particular part and whole relationship. 

11. (d) Both are different members of the same category. 

12. (c) They are different parts of the same item. 

13. (a) They have the place and performance relationship. 

14. (c) The words are opposites. 

15. (a) One is the natural outcome of flie other. 

16. (d) They have the speciBcand general category relatioiuhip. 

17. (d) AI, TR, AE and TV. 

18. (e) All the other words have letters from the main word 

otUy, this one has a extra R. 

19. (a) ETLAANREVrr 

20 . (c) 21. (c) 

22. (<) 23. (b) 



Qs 26-55 In tlieie non-verbal series, each figuw, along with its 
parts has to be studied very carefully. 

26. E. Dot is moving anti-clockwise (ACW), with one extra leap 

in each step, all the others move clockwise (CW), flag 
twice with changed direction then two limes the same, 
circle shifts. 

27. A. The small line moves up and down, die middle one goes 

to the other end in three steps changing direction and 
the next one moves right and left with the slant in 
opposite direction. 

28. C. All the figures have different points of movement, the 

figure with three lines rotates as well ACW. 

29. E. Same as above. ^ 

30. B. Two figures interchange places after duee steps, the three 

figures change direction after three steps. 

31 A. All figures have their own regular movements. 

32. C. Triangle increases pace by one half of a side, drcle has 

a zig-zag movement, odim have tegular movement. 

33. B. TWo of the figures interchange places after one step and 

a part is added to two figures by turns. 
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34. C. Lines are added and the other figures disappear from 

ri^t and left by turns according to a set pattern. 

35. D. Black dot goes fom corner to comer AOV and the odrer 

one from 1^ coma to right one, middle part also duuiges. 

36. A. TWo and one lines are added simultatKously. 

37. E. Letters move and rotate according to a set patton. 

38. D. One line disappears horn the lower figure alternately 

and the smaller triangle turns upside down changes 
positions. 

39. B. The three lower figures interchange places, first ACW 

then CW. The upper two figures intoehange places too. 

40. C. Halfpetalisaddedii^tandlefLtheblackpeialmovesAGV. 

41. B. Study the movement of blocks and the line in the figure. 

42. A. All die figures follow dteir respective paths. Nail rotates 

in three steps, eye in four and arc one at a time. 

43. E. An arrow is added then they point towards opposite 

direction. One line disappears from right and left of the 
hexagone. 

44. C. Three figures interchange places in one step. 

45. B. Line and nail are added to the main figure by turns. 

46. C. The main figure rotates ACW and die smaller figures 

interchange places. 

47. A. The figure keeps on rotating CW and one and two lines 

added to it alternately. 

48. B. The outer small circle covers 1,2,3,4,5... quarters, the 

small line, with dot hopping left and right has the 
movement of one and two steps repeated and the inner 
figures rotate ACW at a regular pace. 


49. D. All the figures change position according to a set patton. 

50. A. The movemoit of figures is ACW tmce and interchange 

of places in the other step, widi one figure disappearing 
and another appearing in its place. 

51. C. The figures have regular movements. 

52. B. Ihe lower one goes to the top and changes direction in 

the next step. 

53. D. One line is added and one disappears according to a set 

pattern. 

54. C. The figures move up and down and one part goes to the 

top and bottom of a figure. 

55. B. The pattern and joining lines follow a definite pattern. 

56. C. In all the others the small square is in centre. 

57. E. It is the only two dimensional figure among three 

dimensional ones. 

58. C. The pattern is wrong. 

59. B. All the other figures have six sides. 

60. D. In all the ofiiers, the two figures have ihe same pattern. 

61. A. The numbers on d»e dice are wrong. 

62. D. In all the others, the base of lines is the same. 

63. B. In all the others, the four parts are of the same size and 

shape. 

64. B. The two figures that intersect each odrer should have a 

difference of one side only. 

65. E. One of the two comer figures should be upside down, 

here they point right and left. 

66 . A 67. D 68. C 69. D 70. A 

71. C 72. A 73. E 74. E 75. A 
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Test off Reasoning - 2 


0 


_ _ SYLLOGISMS _ 

In each question below are given hoo statements followed by 
four conclusions numbered /, II, III and IV. You have to take the two 
given statements to be true even if they appear to he at variance with 
commonly known focts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of the given conclusions logically follow from the two given 
statements, disregarding commonly known facts. 

Statements: 

41. 1. Only all those dogs are tigers which are not snakes. 
2. All the snakes have horns. 

Conclusions; 

1. Some tigers are dogs, 
n. Every dog is either a tiger or a snake, 

m. Some dogs have horns. 

IV. Some snakes are dogs. 

(«) Only I and n follow, (b) Only 11, HI and IV follow, 

(c) Only in and FV follow, (d) Either I or IV follows. 

(e) All the four follow. 

Statements: 

42. 1. All books are cups. 

2. Some cups are jars. 

Conclusions: 

I. All boob are jars. 

II. All cups are boob. 

m. Some jars are not cups, 
rv. Some cups are not jars. 

(fl) Only I foUows. (b) Only 11 follows. 

(c) (My HI follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

(e) Either III or IV follows. 

Statements: 

43. 1. Some pencils are brushes. 

2. Some brushes are frames. 

Conclusions; 

1. Some pencils are frames. 

n. Some brushes are not pencils, 
ni. Some frames are not brushes. 

IV. No pencil is a frame, 

(a) Only I and II follow. (b) Only HI and IV follow. 

(c) Eifoer n or HI follows, (d) Qthei I or IV follows. 

(e) Only IV foBows. 

Statements; 

44. 1. All stars are moons. 

2. All moons are comets. 

- Cmlusioia; 

I. AU stars are comets. 

II. Some moons are neittier stars nor (^mets. 


m. All comets are stars. 

IV. AO moons are stars. 

(fl) Only I foltows. (b) Only II foUows. 

(c) Only in foOows. (<f) Only IV foUows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

45. 1. Some spoons are hammers. 

2. All hammers are pumps. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some spoons are pumps. 

n. Some spoons are not pumps, 
ni. All pumps are hammers. 

IV. Only those spoons are pumps which are not 
haouners. 

(fl) Only I follows. (b) Only 11 follows. 

(c) Only I and n follow, (d) Either HI or IV follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

46. 1. D is taller than C but shorter than B who is not as taU 

as F. 

2. A is shorter than C but taller than E. 

Conclusions: 

1. B is taller than A. 

n. E is shorter than D. 

in. F is the tallest among the group. 

IV. C is shorter foan B. 

(fl) Only I and n foUow. (b) Only n and ni foUow. 

(c) Only I, in and IV foUow. 

(d) AU the four follow. 

(e) Either n or IV foUows. 

Statements: 

47. 1. Some criminals wear spectacles. 

2. No woman wears spectacles. 

Conclusions: 

I. No woman is a criminal. 

n. Some criminals do not wear spectacles. 

m. AU criminals are men. 

IV. Women, who wear spectacles are criminals. 

(a) Only I foUows. (b) Only U foUows^ 

(c) Only m foUows. (<0 Only IV foUows. 

(e) None foUows. 

Statements: 

48. 1. AU tables ate chairs. 

Z AU stools are tables. 

Conclusions: 

I. AU stools are chairs. 

n. AU chairs are stools. 
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m. No stool is a chair. 

IV. Some chairs are neither stools nor tables. 

(a) Only I follows. (6) Only II follows. 

(c) Only HI follows, (d) Either I or IV follows. 

(e) Only IV follows. 

In each question below is gnvn a statement followed by three 
assumptwns numbered I, II and III An assumption is something supposed 
or taken for granted You have to consider the statement and the 
assumptions and then dcade which of the assumption/assumptions arc 
implicit in the statement. Then decide which of the answers is correct 
Statement. 

49. Hie absence of a Cabinet Minister in the House forced 
the Chair to adjourn proceedings in the Rajya Sabha for 15 
minutes. 

Assumptions: 

I. The Rajya Sabha cannot be adjourned for more than 
15 minutes. 

II. Only the Chair has the authority of adjournment in 
the Rajya Sabha. 

III. If State Ministers are absent, no one cares. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only I and n are implicit. 

(c) Only in is implicit. (d) Only II is implicit. 

(e) Only II and lU are implicit 
Statement: 

50. Even if the government wants to take some good decision 
for the cause of the nation, the coalition partners start creating 
problems and the scheme evaporates in thin air. 

Assumptions. 

I. No decisions of the government can be finalized 
unless the coalition partners stand by it. 

II. The coalition partners constantly make their 
presence felt by not co-operating with the 
government. 

III. The govemmoit wants to start good schemes for 
the country. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only n is implicit. 

(c) Only HI is implicit. (d) All are implicit. 

(e) Only any one of three is implicit. 

Statement: 

51. A State government has ordered vigilance inquiry 
against forty eight IAS officers on foe basis of their involvement 
in corruption. 

Assumptions: 

I. These officers were really involved in corruption. 

II. An officer cannot maintain his standard of living 
unless he has some extra income, fair or unfair. 

ni. Only these forty-eight officers are corrupt while all 
foe ofoers are ultra-honest. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) (hily n is implicit. 

(c) Only in is implicit. 

(i) Eifoer I or m is inqilidt. 

(f) None is implicit. 

Statement! 

52. A training camp was organised by a party for ito new 


MLAs to make them well-versed in legislation, but most of the 
members paid litde attention to the speakers and kept mumbling 
into their mobiles. 

Assumptions: 

I. The messages they were getting on their mobiles 
were much more important than the lectures. 

II. As the new members were very well acquainted , 
with legislation, they did not care much for the 
speakers 

m. The party was rather particular about the awareness - 
and knowledge of its members. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only HI is implicit. (d) All are implicit. 

(c) None is implicit. 

Statement- 

53. Smoking is strictly prohibited in buses and railway 
compartments 

Assumptions 

I. Smoking may cause cancer. 

II. If the smokers are careless, they might set the vehicle ^ 
on fire. 

in. Smoking in such places irritates the non-smoking 
passengers. I 

(a) Only I and H are implicit. 

(b) Only n and HI are implicit. 

(c) Only I and 0 are implicit. 

(d) Only I is implicit. 

(e) All are implicit. 

In each of the following questions, an assertion A is followed by “ 
two reasons Ri and RIl. Apply the reasons to the assertion. Tick mark 
your ansioers as under. 

(a) Only RI and not RII is foe reason for 'A'. 

(b) Only RH and not RI is foe reason for 'A'. 

(c) Both RI and RU are foe reasons for 'A' 

(d) Either RI or RH is foe reason for 'A'. 

(e) Neither RI nor RH is foe reason for 'A'. 

54. A. Although the answer books of the local board 
examination were to be collected at 10.30 A.M., the centre 
superintendent of a certain centre gave special instructions to 
collect them at 10.35 on the first day. 

RI. Students are very nervous on foe first day so foe 
centre superintendent gave them five extra minutes 
as a humane. 

RH. Due to certain problems, foe question paper was 
distributed five minutes later than the schedule. 

(a) □ (b) 0 (c) 0 (d) a (e) 0 ’ 

55. A. In most of foe familira, if foe parents have not been 
successful at Mathematics, they discourage their duldien to opt it. 

RI. The Mathematical ability of a child depends upon 
the heredity fiictor. 

Rn. People can be successful in life without having a . 
foorough knowledge of MafiwmaticB. 

(fl) 0 (b) 0 {<) □ (d) 0 (e) Cl 

56. A.Doctor8oftenrecommendinedictothatdonotcome 
fix>m reliable companies and ate not very reliable. 
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RI. They get heavy commission on prescribing those 
medicines. 

Rll. These medicines are cheaper. 

(a) n (b) a (c) O (d) (e) D 

57. A. Most of the sugar mills owned by the State government 
are incurring considerable financial losses in State X. 

RI. The staff and workers in the mills are slack just like 
the employees in other government-owned 
departments. 

Rn. The mills are not getting good raw material and 
other facilities as the private mills are getting 

(fl) 0 (b) n (c) n id) □ (c) □ 

58. A. The families of the mentally ill do not want them in 
the house. 

RI. The members of the family cannot afford to pay the 
expensive bills of psychiatrists. 

RII. The members of family are self-centred selfish 
persons who are devoid of all emotions where the 
mentally ill are concerned. 

(a) O (b) n (c) n id) n ie) 0 

In each of the foUmomg question a problem is stated through a 
statement fallowed by him courses of action You have to analyse and 
grasp the problem and then decide which of the courses of action 
should be fallowed far improvement, fallow up or further action in 
regard to the given statement. Tick-mark your answers as under 

(a) Only I and not n follows 

(b) Only n and not I follows. 

(c) Both I and U foUow. id) Either I or U follows. 

ie) Neither I nor II follows. 

Statement: 

59. Footpaths and sides of roads are often blocked by vendors 
selling their cheap items. 

Courses of action: 

I. The administration should try to provide them some 
space where they can display their articles and earn 
comfortable living. 

II. Ihe police should be strict and not allow them to 
block busy markets. 

(a) o ib) a (c) n id) n w n 

Statement: 

60. Many persons have been taken ill due to adulterated 
food-stuff. 

Courses of action: 

I. Food inspectors should keep a vigil and check the 
food-stuff in the shops regularly. 

II. Persons responsible for supplying adulterated stuff 
in the market should be dealt with strictly by law. 

(a) n ib) n (c) o id) n ie) n 

Statement' 

61. Mr X, a relation of one of the ministers, comes to office 
■ very late and is hardly in his seat. 

Courses of action- 

1. He should be transferred to some other section in 
the office. 

n. His officers should take disc^ilinary action against 


him without ihe consideration of his relatirms with 
influential persons. 

ia) O ib) a (c) O id) a ie) 0 

Statement: 

62. A company is passing through a period of crisis and the 
General Manager has sent in his resignation. 

Courses of action 

I. The resignation should not be accepted. « 
n. The Company should immediately try to find out 
a more efficient manager to replace him. 

(fl) □ ib) a (c) □ id) 0 ie) a 


_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

The next type of questions are best answered by drawing 
diagrams of all the probable situations and then reaching the fool¬ 
proof conclusion Here are a few examples. Let each item be represented 
by a circle irrespective of its size 



49. ib) 
55. (e) 
61. ib) 


50. id) 
56. (a) 
62. id) 


51. ie) 
57. id) 


52. (c) 
58. (b) 


53. ib) 54, -(b) 

59. (c) 60. (c) ^ 
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sharing arrangement in vacant telecom 
tircles would be recommended by TRAI 
in a time-bound manner. The new policy 
stipulates that government's rote as a 
service provider would be at par with 
other service providers. 

The new telecom policy was 
formulated after studying the Group.on 
Telecommunication (GOT) report 

While increase in rental and call 
charges in certain slab and reduction ot 
free call limits had been authorised by 
TRAI in their tariff order dated March 9, 
1999, the government had decided that 
there would be no increase in rental or call 
charges payable by rural subscribers and 
lower income group of certain areas, in 
order to make services affordable 

Urban low income groups who make 
up to 200 calls per month have been 
exempted from increase of 20 per cent to 
60 per a*nt, recommended and notified by 
TRAI. 

Urban high calling subscribers 
making more than 200 calls per month 
would be allowed to retain free call limit 
at present level of 75 calls per month, as 
against 60 calls recommended by TRAI. 

The policy also proposed to amend 
the Cable Television Regulation Act, 1995, 
to regulate the cable industry in the 
country. 

msuiuNci 

••vl clam IRA raport 

hHE Union Cabinet has accepted the 
I report of the standing committee on 
fmance, on Insurance Regulatory Bill, 
passing the way for tabling of the Bill in 
the Parliament. 

The Bill, which proposes to open up 
the insurance sector, will now limit the 
foreign equity component at 26 per cent, 
as against 40 per cent originally 
recommended. 

The provision for additional 14 per 
cent stake for Non-Resident Indians 
(NRIs), Overseas Corporate Bodies 
(OCBs) and Foreign Institutional Investor 
(FII) has been scrapped. 

The Bill also puts limit on new 

Do You Know... 

Consumer Rights Day was observed on 

March 15,1999. 


Economic News 


EXIM Policy, 1999-2002 

Commerce Minister R.K. Hegde announced on March 31,1999 the modified 
export-import policy for 1997-2002. The government has now put 894 items in open 
general licence, viihile 414 items can be imported under Special Import Licence 
(SIL). This leaves a mere 667 items on the restricted list. 

The duty exemption scheme has been made more user friendly, by introducing 
an annual advance licence scheme. A special incentive of Green Card for'those 
exporting 50 percent of their output has been announced. Zero duty export 
promotion capital goods scheme (EPCG) has been extended to chemicais, plastics 
and textiles. The threshold limit for EPGC zero duty scheme for plastics, chemicals 
and textiles has been brought down to Rs one crore, from Rs 20 crore. This will 
benefit the small scale exporters. Services have been given bxport house status. 
There would be no additional customs duty on import of capifol goods under zero 
duty EPCG scheme, in marine and electronics sector. The ministry has also 
provided a one time, two-year extension for meeting export obligations to those 
using EPCG, and 18 month extension for taking the advance licence route. 

The government has also decided to convert ail Eiqiioit Processing Zones 
(EPZs) to Free Trade Zones (FTZs) from July 1,1999, on global lines. They will be 
permitted to carry out any manufocturing or trading actively and will be treated as 
outside the country's customs territory. 

There has been further rationalization of Export-oriented Units (EOUs}/Export 
Processing Zones (EP2^) scheme. Net foreign exchange earnings (NFEP) as a 
percentage of eigiorts, for units operating in EPZ and EOU, has been made uniform 
at 20 per cent. 

All exporters who attain export houseArading house/star trading house/super 
star tiading house for three successive terms or more will be eligible for ‘golden 
status certificate’. 


entrants. A company can do insurance 
business in only one area—life, general or 
reinsurance. 

The government has also set a 
minimum share capital of Rs 200 crore, 
against Rs 100 crore laid down in the 
original Bill. 

Revision of fees has also been taken 
up, with registration fee fixed at Rs 50,000 
and renewal fees has been fixed at one- 
fourth of the one per cent of the gross 
premium income. 

The Cabinet also decided to make 
suitable amendments in the Banking 
Act, for permitting body corporates 
and banks to be appointed as life 
insurance agents. 

NON-RUIMHT INRIANf 
RIO Card i c h aw 

I N a step towards granting dual 
citizenship to the people of Indian 
origin living abroad, the government 
formally launched the Persons of Indian 
Origin (PIQ) card scheme on March 31, 
1999. 


A PIO card-holder would have the 
facility of travelling to India without a 
visa and would be exempt from getting 
registered with the foreigners' registration 
ofticer, if his or her stay did not exceed 
180 days. 

The PIO card holders would get all 
the facilities which were being extended 
to the Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) in 
economic, financial, educational and other 
related fields. 

A PIO card-holder would be allowed 
to acquire, hold, transfer and dispose of 
immovable property in India, barring 
agricultural or plantation land. 

The card, holders would be 
entitled to get their wards admitted to 
various educational institutions, 
under the general category quota 
meant for NRIs. 

A person of Indian origin, who 
had held an Indian passport or either 
he himself or any of his or her 
parents/grandpsrents/great 
grandparents were bom and 
permanently resided in India, as per 
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the provisions of the Government of 
India Act, 1935, would be eligible for 
the PIO card. 

The no card would be valid for 20 
years for which a fee of US $1000 has been 
fixed. It would not be applicable to 
Pakistan and Bangladesh, besides other 
countries which the government may 
identify from time to time. 

MnNTS 
LS iKiasM illl 

HE Patents (Amendment) Bill to allow 
Exclusive Marketing Rights (FMRs) for 
foreign pharmaceuticals and agro 
chemicals has been passed in Lok Sabha 
with Congress support, although the left 
parties, Janata Dal and Loktantrik Morcha 
opposed the Bill. 

The Bill's passage puts the 
government in dear with the World Trade 
Organisation as it managed to meet the 
April 19 deadline for amending the • 
patents legislation. 

The ^jya Sabha had passed the 
Patents Bill during the winter session, but 
the government could not move the bill in 
I,ok Sabha due to last minute change of 
stand by the Congress. 

The government then decided not to 
take any chances and had issued an 
ordinance. 

UCUMTIIS SCAM 
Hif•ll Dalai Coovlclad 

N the second major judgement in the 
multicrore securities scam that rocked 
the financial market in 1991-1992, the 
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and eight others and acquitted Bhupen 
Dalai and two others in a case relating to 
loss of Rs .373 crore to Canbank Financial 
Services (Canfina). 

The first judgement in the securities 
scam was delivered on August 26,1998, 
when the special court convicted Hilen 
Dalai for defrauding Canfina by 
siphoning of Rs 33 crore in 1991 

CanBna, a subsidiary of Canara Bank, 
had traded in securities worth over Rs 
85,000 crore during 1991-92 with a capital 
of mere Rs 30 crore. 

ILECTMCITr 
iEls incorrlof Imsm 

HE State Electricity Boards (SEBs) 
suffer an annual loss of Rs 17,600 crore 
due to unpaid subsidy on power to 
agriculture sector. On each unit of power 
supplied, a meagre 23 paise is realized as 
against a supply cost of Rs 2 per KWh 




years, while the cost of power generation 
has gone up manifold. The average cost 
of pwer supply has gone up from 22.52 
paise in 1974-1975 to a little over Rs 2 per 
unit in 1996-97. 

On the other hand, the massive 
increase in electricity supply costs seems 
unjustified at a time when international 
electrical equipment pnees have nose 
dived by over 15% in the last three years 
and recession bogs the industry in 
Europe 

PLANNING AND ECONOMY 
Caalr* ograos la ball airt ffotM 

HE Centre has agreed to bail State 
governments out of their priKrarious 
financial situation provided they follow a 
reform programme to cut expenditure and 
raise revenue in the medium-term. 

At a meeting of the sub¬ 
committee of National Development 
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Foodgrain produetion to cross 200 mt 

India's foodgrain production for 19d8-99 has been estimated at 200.88 million 
tonnes according to advance estimates of the agriculture ministry. The foodgrain 
production was 199.4'million tonnes in 1996-97 and had fallen to 194 mUlion tonnes 
in 1997*98. 

As per the estimates, wheat production is expected to be a record 70.63 million 
tonnes, against 65.90 million last year. Rice production has been put at 84.46 
million tonnes, as against 82.30 million last year. 

The estimate also projects a sharp rise in pulses, oilseeds, sugarcane, onions, 
potatoes and cotton production. Oilseeds production is set to r^over at 25.30 
million tonnes, against 22.20 million tonnes last year. Onion production is expected 
to touch a record 47 lakh tonnes, against 36 lakh tonnes in 1998. 




special court has convicted Hiten Dalai 


Do You KnowL.. 

India rante 66 among 85 countries on 
the survey of the world's most honest 
countries. World's most honest countries 
ora; Denmark, Finland and Sweden, 
while India is ranked behind China ,(52) 
and Nicaragua (61). Pakistan is ranked 
at 71 while the most corrupt notion is 
Comeroon, which has been ranked at 
85. Indio is not omong the 34 countries 
which hove signed a convention bon* 
ning the bribery of public ofRciids by fbr* 
eign companies in international busi¬ 
ness transactions. 


This data has been compiled by the 
Central Electricity Authority (CEA). 

To correct this, the Central 
Electricity Regulatory Commissions 
(CERC) has rationalized the power 
tariff for all consumers, with effect 
from April 1,1999. While the bulk 
power rates for the generation from 
Central PSUs would be notified by 
CERC, the SERCs are expected to set 
the retail power rates to alt categories 
of consumers, taking into 
consideration the subsidy to be 
provided by the respective State 
government through budgetary 
allocation. 

The CEA data has only pointed to the 
fact that average realization from the 
agricultural sector has declined over the 

u 
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Council (NDC), it was decided that 
the reforms package for each Stale 
would be formulated jointly by the 
Planning Commission, the Ministry of 
Finance and the concerned State. 

The sub-committee also resolved that 
the Centre would provide immediate 
relief to States through early devaluation 
of tax revenue in 1999-2000. Devolution of 
indirect taxes will begin in April and 
direct taxes in June, a month early in each 
case. 

The objective of the reform 
programme will be to eliminate revenue 
deficit in five years. 

Revenue deficits of States have risen 
constantly since 1987-88 and reached in 
1998-99 a whopping proportion of 44 per 
cent of revenue expenditure. 
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Towards gold banking 

Gold lying idle in lockers for years has suddenly acquired an edge with the 
government announcing a new gold scheme and banks working out sbategies to 
lure housewives into trading their collection. 

The whole idea of gold banking is to make productive use of this unproductive 
asset^stimated to be over 13,000 tonnes-^and bring it into the financial marker. 

There was a time when gold banking was an important feature of banking 
operations, but it was banned once Gold Control Act was passed in 1962. The 
Act was later scrapped in 1990. 

To encourage the gold deposit scheme, the Rnance Minister announced tax 
exemption on the interest from gold deposit bonds and the value of assets deposits 
in the scheme from wealth tax. 

To be implemented by the Reserve Bank, the scheme aims to mobilise gold 
from households and charitable and research institutions. 

India is the target consumer of gold (800 tonnes in1998). The second heighest 
consumer, USA, consumes only half the quantity. 


Mining Nnrnis Ensed 

T i IE Union Government has decided to 
ease norms governing the mining 
industry and regulate some of its powers 
to the States. It will bring about 
amendments to the Mines and Minerals 
(regulations and development) Act, 1957 
As per the amendments proposed to the 
act, mineral limestone will be deleted, 
thereby bestowing to the States full 
powers on grant of concessions. 

Similarly, the Centre has decided to 
grant powers to States for renewal of 
mining bases beyond first renewal. This is 
in conformity with the decision taken at a 
conference of the State Ministers and 
Secretaries of Mines and Geology in • 
December 1996. 

Restrictions for issue of prospective 
licences, mineral licences and 
reconnaissance permits would also be 
liberalised and would be applicable State- 
wise. The Cabinet has also decided to 
authorise the States to take steps to curb 
illegal movement of minerals. 

■ROADCASTING 

liMihm cwnpawlM ■ll•w•4 !• 

vglhik 

HE government has decided to allow 
Indian companies, with 80 per cent 
Indian equity, entering the broadcasting 
business, free uplinking facility on C- 
band. 

Uplinking through Videsh Sanchar 
Nigam Ltd (VSNL) is no longer 
mandatory for either existing or new 
broadcasting companies. This brings to an 
end VSNL's monopoly to provide 
uplinking facilities. 

The Cable and Telecom Network Act 
of 1995 will be amended through a 
separate legislation. 

The advertisement code would also 
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mandatory for the Cable operators to 
relay DD-1 and DD-2 programmes in the 
satellite and not the terrestrial mode It 
has been decided to regulate the fees 
charged by cable operators for pay 
channels. 

Any Cable operator violating the 
norms on fees or advertisement code 
would be subjected to penalties 
Earlier, Indian broadcasting 
companies with 80 per cent domestic 
equity were allowed to obtain uplinking 
through VSNL, from foreign soil, by 
making payments in foreign exchange. 
With this decision the broadcasting 
companies would be allowed easy 
uplinking facilities through VSNL or 
otherwise. 

INOIA-CHINA 
ChiiM calls for dlalogoo 

HINA has denied that its nuclear 
arsenal posed a threat to India's 


security is very hurting." 

China, the spokesman said, was also 
willing to resume dialogue with India in 
the post-Pokharan phase, provided New 
Delhi took concrete actions to normalize 
strained bilateral relations. 

UNION GOVERNMENT 
Vafpoyoo conplolos on# yoor In 
offico 

T he Vajpayee government completed 
one year in office on March 19,1999. 
The BP'led coalition had come to power 
with many hopes and a 'national agenda- 
for governance'. There was great 
expectations from the party. One year 
later, It has only mbced results to show. 
One of Its first acts was to conduct a series 
of nuclear tests which shocked the world 
but there was much jubilation at honag/ 
The country was able to withstand the ' 
pressures of economic sanctions. 

The euphoria soon vanished, as the. 




be applicable to foreign channels. It has 
also been stipulated that it will be 

DoYouKnow.^ 

India has resident ambassadors/High 
commissioners in 110 countries. 
Ambassadors/High commissioners In 41 
countries are accredited to 78 other 
countries or regions. Of the total num¬ 
ber of Ambassodors/High commission¬ 
ers, 103 ore career diplomots. 


security and has called for enhanced 
dialogue to clear misgivings between the 
two Asian neighbours. 

China said that it has never posed a 
threat to India and it was arm-twisting by 
nuclear powers that had forced China to 
go nuclear in 1964. 

Referring to Prime Minister 
Vajpayee's letter to US President Bill 
Clinton, citing a Chinese threat in defenee 
of India's nudear tests in May, 1998, 

China said that "to say, that China's 
nuclear weapons are Areatening India's 


government was unable to control prices 
and rectify the economic slowdown. Bveh 
in defence, tiie end result has been largely 
negative, as the Agni test scheduled for 
March, 1999 was cancelledsTlie morale of 
defence services suffered a blow with tiie 
sacking of the Navy Chief and the 
controversy created in its wake. 

Credit has to be given to Vajpayee to 
' start a process of recondliation with ' 
Pakistan. The'bus diplomacy'was weH 
received on both sides of the border 
there were hopes that the friendship.. 
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would go beyond the Lahore declaration. 
6y taking ttie bus to Lahore, Vajpayee 
riiowed hhnsdf to be a statesman and not 
a mere politician. 

Contrasted to diis, the failures have 
been many. The government gave dw 
impression of being unstable, with its 
allies making unreasonable demands on 
it. There was no coherent economic 
strategy and reforms were slow and 
sporadic. The 1998 budget was a disaster 
but the 1999 budget saw a jump in share 
prices, giving rise to hopes that the down¬ 
turn mi^t be over. 

In Bihar, the government suffered 
omsiderable loss of face as it was forced 
to reinstate the Rabri Devi government 
and revoke the President's rule. The 
inability of foe government to control foe 
violence against Christian missionaries 
and to punish the culprits was also a 
failure. 

The B]P government thus went on tp 
its second year with mixed results and 
questions about its stability, with the 
AlADMK threatening to pull out. It 
remained to be seen whether it can last 
another year. V^th a more assertive Prime 
Minister, foe BJP did seem to be learning 
that good governance was the answer, but 
would it be able to hold foe coalition 
together? 


■HE dismissal of Admiral Bhagwat 
I snowballed into a major controversy 
that threatened to bring down the 
Vajpayee govenunent, as diarges were 
traded between Defence Minister George 

Ds You KnoK. 

'AAoiciams*, or buriol mounds of tho 
Ahom nrlois of Assam ore similar to 
Egyptian pyramids ond oro 0 unique cuL 
Iwral orchHedural heritage requiring 
praseivation and recogfdlion os monu¬ 
ments. Thera ora more than 100 maid- 
oms in Choraidee in Sibsagar district, 
the first capital of the Ahem niiers who 
eonsolidaled the foundation of modem 
Assom and ruled the region for more 
than 600 yeofs. Moidams pre uniqirii to 
Aiyom and ora not found in any other { 
portofthecAmity. I 


Fernandes aiul the former Navy Chief. 
AIAI%4K diief accused the Defence 
lister of mishandling the case and 
called for his dismissal. The Congress 
demanded a Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (^) probe and rej^d foe 
ofier of the govenunoit to hold a debate 
on foe allegations made by Bhagwat. The 
government was pushed to foe brink as 
foe Opposition used Bhagwat to show 
that national security had been 
compromised. Bhagwat had accused foe 
Defence Minister of having links with 
foreign intelligence agencies and of 
encouraging gun running in the North¬ 
east. 

The Defence Minister finally rebutted 
the charges. Counter-charges were made 
against Bhagwat, who had prepared an 
affidavit on stamp paper detailing his 
chaiges on March 14,1999. The 
Opposition geared up for a battle in foe 
next session of Parliament. Former Prime 
Minister H.D. Deve Gowda joined in the 
controversy saying that foe government 
was suspiciously going through with the 
deal of buying T-90 tanks from Russia. 

■INAII 

n« Kllllaf FloMi 

mMOLENCE erupted once again in 
W Bihar. On March 18,1999,34 
Bhumihars were killed in Senari, adding to 
foe death toll of the caste violence in 
Bihar. Some 80 people have been killed in 
foe first 10 weeks of 1999 alone. Chief 
Minister Rabri Devi blamed foe killings 
on the Centre's withdrawal of 
paramilitary forces. 

The Cmtral government had 
withdrawn President's rule and reinstated 
Rabri Devi when the Congress refused to 
back the proposal, but after the massacre, 
Congress leaders themselves started 
asking for the resignabon of foe State 
government. The State Congress unit also 
supported the ouster of the Rabri Devi 
government. 

OWMIllIf 

UHor Urral M h —rHwi—Ira lomraa 
IMUmhI 

a N Mardi 29, 1999, foe hill regions of 
Uttar Pradesh were rocked by an 
earthquake measuring 6.8 on foe Richter 
scale. Some 100 people were killed and 
foousands rend^ homeless in 500 


villages in Chamoli and Rudraprayi^ • ‘ 
districts. The impact of the earfoquate ^ 
was felt in Delhi too, where many houses 
reportedly developed cracks. After shocks 
measuring between 2.4 and 5 continued ih 
the region, where people were forced to 
sleep in foe open. The area represented a 
scene of widespread destruction. 

More earthquakes were to be 
expected, as the area lies on a major fault¬ 
line. The Asian sub-continent is pushing 
into Asia, making the Himalayas one of 
foe world's most active seismic zones. But 
foe latest earthquake showed lack of 
disaster management in such an 
earthquake-prone area 

ANDHRA PRADESH 

NDOf imrahradl in Ada|rtlMi Rncfcol 

T he Andhra Pradesh police has 
uncovered an adoption racket where 
agencies buy infant girls from the 
Lambada tribals for Rs 2,000 and sell them 
to foreign buyers for Rs 2 lakhs. Several 
non government agencies (NGOs) were 
involved in the racket under the guise of 
providing adoption for foe children. 
Among those who were allegedly 
involved in the racket were the Good 
Samaritan Evangelical Society and the 
Achon for Social Development. The NGOs 
claim that they may have saved infants 
who would ofoerwise have been killed, 
since female infanticide is common in the 
State. 

Following the disclosures, Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu 
instructed the police to review all 
orphanages in the city. There are fears 
that the babies may not be genuine 
adoptions. 

PUNJAi 

TrlcmHMwry BlHb of KlMlaa 
cololmrflwu 

P UNJAB prepared for the historic 300 
years of the Khalsa panfo which • 
began on April 13,1999. The focus of fod 
tricentenary celebrations is on Anandpur 
Sahib but the Golden Temple, Sikhism's 
best known shrine, was alM beu^ 
spruced up with a hew coat of gold. The 


oveyfoe top domes of the 'femple and 
hligreed uppet panels of its marble walls. 
Much of the g;cM hae been donated by 
pilgrims and visitors. 
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NATO bsaibc !• find Pmc« 

N ATO forces launched a ferocious 
attack against Yugoslavia on March 
24,1999, after talks to find a peaceful 
settlement on Kosovo failed. US special 
envoy Richard Holbrooke had tried to 
persuade Serbian leader Slobodan 
Milosevic to accept a Kosovo peace deal 
and stop the atrocities against ethnic 
Albanians. The deal had been reluctantly 
accepted by Albanians, in talks held in 
Rambouillet, France, in which it was 
agreed that the Albanians would .get 
sweeping political, judicial and police 
powers. When the attempts for peace 
failed, Holbrooke returned and NATO 
launched Operation Allied Force, the 
largest air war in Europe since 1945. 

The strikes were prompted by the 
genocide being committed by the Serbs. 
Thousands of Albanians had been killed, 
their houses burned. Serbia secs Kosovo 
as its legitimate area. But 90 per cent of 
the two million population are ethnic 
Albanians and want independence. 
Milosevic wants to claim Kosovo as part 
of the Serb heartland. In 1989, he 
cancelled the autonomy that Kosovo 
enjoyed and marginalised the Albanians. 
When they resisted, Serb forces invaded 
Kosovo, killing many civilians and 
driving hundreds of thousands of people 
from their homes. NATO backs autonomy 
for the region, but the Kosovo Liberation 
Army (KLA) is fightmg for independence. 
In 1998, under threat from NATO, 
Milosevic had agreed to a ceasefire but in 


Do You Know.„ 

Mumbai Airport has boon ronanrad' 
Chhotropoti Shivo|i Infomotionol 
Airport. 


January, 1999 Serbian forces resumed their 
attacks. At the peace talks in France, 
Milosevic had refused to accept NATO 
ground troops as peacekeepers in Kosovo. 

NATO Secretary General Javier 
Solana declared that this was NATO's first 
offensive against a sovereign State in its 
50-year history. The USA rationalised its 
"war-fo^peacc" attack saying it was 
forced to act against the Serbs who would 
have otherwise decimated the Albanians. 
The attacks were successful: Yugoslav air 
defence systems were destroyed as were 
fuel dumps and military barracks. One 
American F-117 was shot down as the 
resistance was marked by skill and 
bravery. 

Protests against the NATt') attacks 
were heard in Russia, China and India. 
Russian Prime Minister Primakov 
cancelled his visit to USA and President 
Boris Yeltsin declared that Russia was 
severing its relations with NATO. Russia 
introduced a resolution in the UN 
demanding an end to the air strikes, 
terming it a "flagrant violation of the UN 
charter." 

The continued attacks prompted 
President Milosevic to announce a 
unilateral ceasefire on April 6. However, 
NATO refused to accept the ceasefire, 
terming it as hoax, and continued with air 
attacks. 




NATOExpoado 

O N March 12,1999, three more 

countries joined North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO). These were the 
former Warsaw Pact countries Czech 
Republic, Hungary and Poland. 

The formal expansion ceremony was 
held at Independence, Missouri, the birth 
city of former US President Truman, the 
founder of NATO. 

These countries would now 
automatically come under its nuclear 
umbrella and also upon its Army and Air 
force for their defence. NATO, which was 
established 50 years ago to counter the 
Berlin blockade, thus expands by 400 
miles into the East now. 

These countries, formerly under 
dictotships, had been eager to align with 
Western institutions like the European 
Union and NATO ever since they become 
democracies. The European Union is. 


however yet to decide on letting them join 
it. 

Fear of NATO creeping close to 
Russian frontiers is particularly 
disquieting to Moscow, because of the 
new dissent within ranks of CIS, the loose 
grouping of 12 of the former Soviet 
Constituent republics. 

Other countries waiting for NATO 
membership include Romania, Slovenia, 
Slovakia, Bulgaria and the three Baltic 
States. 

EUROPEAN UNION 
Cemiiiinlmitn RMlgn 

I N an unprecedented crisis in the 42- 
year old history ot the European Union 
(I'U), the 20 Commisioners resigned as 
charges of cormplion and 
mismanagement wore made again them. 

This move came after an independent 
probe into the fraud and cronyism at the 
European Union's (EU) executive. The 
report accused the Commissioners of 
losing control over the sprawling Brussel's 
bureaucracy that proposes and 
implements EU laws. It listed several 
examples ot nepotism and favouritism in 
appointments and granting of contracts. 

The crisis came weeks after the 
hunch ot single currency, Euro. The 
Eumpean Union has now been left 
without an effective executive to deal with 
urgent global trade issues, its own 
budgetary disputes, policy matters and 
long-term goal of shaping a new' Europe. 

As the 626-seat European Parliament 
threatened to sack them, European 
Commission President Jacques Santer 
decided that the Commission would 
resign collectively. 

According to experts, with the 
European Parliament asserting itself 
against the European Commission, this 
shake up will probably make progress 
towards transparency and democracy. 

WORLD TRADE 
GiMmy EcMonic ScmotI* 

A report on 'global economic conditions 
and prospects', prepared by the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD), has warned of 
gloomy economic prospects and said that 
emerging markets would stay depressed 
in 19W. It has warned that another round 
of financial instability could push the 







already fragile world economy into 
recession. Tlie apparent return to stability 
by Asian economies and the containment 
of the Brazilian crisis cannot hide the risks 
facing the global economy in the current 
year. 

The UNCTAD report says that 
avoiding such a gloomy outaime requires 
vigilance on the part of policy-makers in 
the industrialised countries, which contain 
considerable scope and freedom for 
expansionary policy actions. It says that 
the key to a healthy world economy, 
undoubtedly, lies with the North, but past 
practices may not be the bi*st guide if the 
risks become a reality. 

The report has forecast that the 
financial flows to the emerging markets 
which fell by more than US $130 billion in 
1998, and are unlikely to recover this year. 
A continuing decline in commercial bank 
lending is expected in 1999, with Latin 
America hit the hardest. Net foreign 
investment inflows to the developing 
countries are likely to remain unchanged, 
at round $100 billion, but increased risk 
aversion to emerging markets could ^ 
greater outflows of short-term funds. At 
the same time, a stalled recovery in Japan 
could slow down expected growth in the 
North, further damaging prospects in the 
South. 

■oBWHi War balwaM USA and EU 

T he ongoing banana war between 
European Union (EU) and US has 
plunged the World Trade Organisation 
into a crisis. 

In 1997, the WTO ruled that the EU’s 
banana import rules, which favours 
former British and French colonies in 
Africa, Caribbean and Pacific, over Latin 
American bananas distributed by the US 
firms, is illegal. The EU appealed against 
this ruling but lost. On Jan 1,1999, when a 
modified EU regime came into force, US 


Do You Know... 

Infosys Technologies, whose shore 
became the most expensive counter in 
the history of the Indian stock market, 
hoi been listed on Nasdaq from March 
11, 1999, becoming the first company 
from India to achieve this 


said that EU had made only cosmetic 
changes. 

The US also threatens sanctions on 
wide range EU exports worth $ 520 
million. World Trade rules say that if a 
country fails to comply with a WTO 
ruling, the complainant country which is 
injured by its trade behaviour can impose 
trade sanctions against it, in any sector of 
its choosing. But since the WTO had not 
yet said that mixlified EU regime does not 
comply, American sanctions are seen as 
illegal, unilateral achon. 

The EU has asked the WTO disputes 
panel to rule on the legality of its 
modified import regime. On the other 
hand, US, in a post facto move, won 
legitimacy for its action and has asked the 
panel to calculate the amount of punitive 
sanctions it is entitled to apply 

Without waiting for ruling ot the 
WTO disputes panel, US imposed the 
sanchons, which has created trade 
problems in EU. 

The EU has, in turn, challenged the 
legality of America's Section 301 trade law 
in the WTO. This is the US democratic 
trade law under which the US is accused 
to taking unilateral action against its 
trading partners, in violation of the 
multilateral trade regime supervised by 
the WTO. 

The banana war has exposed the 
weakness in WTO's disputes settlement 
mechanism—WTO's system has no clear 
guidelines on how parties to a despute 
must comply its ruling. There is also a 
danger of eroding of WTO's credibility, if 
It cannot resolve fights between world's 
two biggest traders. 

CHINA 

ConsHfirtiMi anaodad for IraA* 
libarallsoHan 

O N March 15,1999, China's 
Parliament, the National People's 
Congress (NPC) amended its constitution 
with three major amendments. 

The most significant of the three 
amendments gives higher priority to the 
private sector and promises "to protect 
the lawful rights and interests of the 
private sector of the economy", as well as 
exercising guidance and control over it. 

The amendment adopted describes 
private enterprise as "an important 
component" instead of just a complement i 


to the socialist economy. 

The otfier two changes enshrine the 
rule of the law and to elevate the pre¬ 
capitalist ideology of the late leader Deng 
Xiaoping to level of that of Karl Marx and 
communist China's founding leader Mao 
Zedong. The leadership hopes^hat the 
move will emancipate private enterprise, 
raising its share of the economy from the 
current 15%, and absorb the jobless from 
bankrupt State enterprises. 

Hie move paves the way towards 
further market liberalisation that will 
determine the success or failure of China's 
bid to enter World Trade Organisation. 

This will help to accelerate a profound 
structural shift within China's economy, 
with private enterprise absorbing more 
capital and workers than were previously 
channeled into stumbling State-owned 
enterprises. Already, the State sector is 
dwindling in importance and produces 
only one-third of the value of Chinese 
goods and services. 

AFGHANISTAN 

Pooca taika for sharinf powor 

W AR-tom Afghanistan is nearing a 
peace settlement as an agreement to 
share power has been reached between 
the hard-line Islamic Taliban and 
opposition forces headed by former 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani. Talks 
were held in Ashagabad, the capital ot 
Turiemenistan, and it was agreed that they 
would share power in the government 
and legislature and release prisoners 
throu^ the Red Cross. 

Tlie dominant Taliban militia, which 
controls about 80 per cent of the country, 
and the opposition Northern Alliance 
agreed to aeate a government of unity, 
swap prisoners of war, continue peace 
talks to forge a definitive truce and share 
power in the government legislature. The 
agreement came as UN officials returned 
to Afghanistan after a seven-month 
absence. 

Ten years of Soviet ftcupation and 
years of civil wars since their withdrawal 
in 1989 have devastated the local 
economy. The economy worsened after 
the UN and foreign aid workers were 
evacuated in August, 1998, when local 
protests a^inst US missile strikes on 
Afghan soil resulted in Hte kilUng of a UN ' 
offi(»r. The prraent agiement ai^ return 
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Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

CERC: Contml Electricity Regula¬ 
tory Commission 

IRA: Insurdnce Kegulatoty 
Authority. 

NATO: North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation 

TRAI: Telecom Regulatory 
Authority ot India 

AWARDS 

Acmiamy Awards, 1f99 

Best film: Shakespeare in Love 
Best director Steven Spielberg for 
Saving Private Ryan 

Best Actor; Roberto Beguigi for Life 
is Beautiful 

Best actress: Owyneth Paltrow for 
Shakespeare in Love 

Best supporting acton James 
Coburn for Affliction 

Best supporting actress: Judi Dench 
for Sliakespeare in Love 

Best non-English language film: 

Life is Beautiful 

Best screenplay: Shakespeare in 
Love 

Best screenplay adaptation: Bill 
Condon for Gods and Monsters 
Best art direction: Shakespeare in 
Love 

Best cinematography: Saving 
Private Ryan 

Best original musical or comedy 
score: Shakespeare in I.ove 

Best original dramatic score: Life is 
Beautiful 

Best original song: 'When You 
Believe' from Die Prince of Egypt 
Best editing: Saving Private Ryan 
Best sound: Saving Private Ryan 
Best sound effects editing: Saving 
Private Ryan 

Best visual effects: What Dreams 
May Come 


j Best costume: Shakespeare in Love 

I Best make-up: Elizabeth 

I 

CommonwaaiHi Loarniny Award 

I The National Open School (NOS) has 
I been awarded the Commonwealth ot 
I earning Award for Excellence for 
I Institutional Achievement in Distance 
Education. Called the Commonwealth 
j ot Learning Honour, it recognises 
I excellence in distance education 
i throughout institutions in the 
' Commonwealth. 

Kalidaa Samman, 199t>99 

Actor-director Cirish Karnnd, D.K. 
Pattamal, Kalanidhi Narayanan and 
Arpita Singh are the recipients of the 
Kalidas Samman for 1998-99, 
awarded by the Madhya Pradesh 
government. 

BOOKS 

A Tovcii of Tannis 

An autobiography of the first tennis family 
ot the country, written by Ram<mathan 
Krishnan and Ramesh fO-ishnan. 

Difficalf Daaghlars 

A novel written by Manju Kapur, about 
educating daughters and the conse¬ 
quences when they learn to think for 
themselves and begin to question the 
basic values of society. 

Kashmiri Uavailing Hia Truth 

Written by Hashim Quroshi, leader of 
the Jammu and Kashmir Democratic 
Party, the book says that money 
collected for relief work in Kashmir 
went into clandestine accounts of 
Jamaat-i-Islami leaders and other 
militant leaders of Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir and portrays attempts by 
i Pakistan's ISI to lure people from the 


I Kashmir valley for teiroiist camps in 
j that country. 

EDUCATION 

I Traiaiag condition on law 
{ gradoaloa romovod 

i The Supreme Court has struck down 
[ the Bar Council of India's teaming rules. 
{ 1W5, requiring fresh law graduates to 
j undergo one-year compulsory teaming 
before their enrolment as advocates. 

In a judgement benetitting thou¬ 
sands of law graduates the Supreme 
Court held that the impugned rules 
were beyond the rule-making powers of 
the Bar Council of India under Section 
49 of the Advwates Act 1961. 

EXPEDITION 

Around Iho World In a Hoi Air 
Balloon 

On March 2S, 1999, Bertrand Piccard 
and Brian Jones completed the first 
non-stop balloon trip around the world 
in their Breitling Orbiter 3. Tlie 
harrowing trip had taken the pilots over 
Europe, Africa, Asia, and Pacific Ocean, 
Central America and the Atlantic 
Ocean. Tlicy crossed the finish Ime over 
Mauritania, and established the greatest 
record in ballooning history. They will 
receive $ 1 million from the Anheuser- 
Busch Brewing company, as well as 
Budweiser Cup, offered to the first 
balloonist to circumnavigate the earth 
witliout landing. 

The Breitling OrbitewS, built by 
Cameron Balloons Ltd of Bristol, En¬ 
gland, is known to liavc cost about $ 2 
million—a sum that did not include 
salaries for a 13-member ground crew 
and other expenses. 

Since they have no power of Aelr 
own, balloons are at tlw mercy of 
whatever winds they encounter. 
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However, there are many iow-spccd 
4 wind circulation patterns at lower 
altitudes, and by manoeuvring between 
altitudes, skilful balloonists, aided by 
competent meteorology ground teams, 
call generally find a wind going liicir 
way. This allows a balloon to change 
lanes, picking a direction that avoids 
hazards and leads into an appropriate 
jet stream. 

The development of the global 
positioning satellite system permits 
precise and continuous measurement 
of a balloon's position and altitude, 
and satellite communications allow 
ground controllers to track a balloon 
continuously and calculate its best 
altitude. 

PERSONS 

Shankar, Anond 

Son of Uday Shankar and nephew of 
Riivi Shankar, Anand Shankar, who 
died on March 26, IW, was a famous 
musician. Born on December 11,1942, 
ho learnt si tar and tried bold 
experiments with Indian and Western 
music known as "fusion music". 
Nobody before him had used 
mridangam with guitar. He had been 
granted honorary citizenship by the 
Governor of Maryland and Mayor of 
Baltimore in USA. 

PLACES 

ChaMoli 

Chamoli district of Garhwal hills was 
the epicentre of the earthquake that 
struck the hill regions of Uttar Pradesh 
on March 29,19W. More than 100 
people were killed. Tlte worst affected 
areas included lower and upper 
Chamoli, Rudraprayag and Faaniyana 
of the Himalayan region. 

PROJECTS 

fAIL IoIm sapa' pra|a<l 

Public Sector steel company. Steel 
Authority of India Ltd (S^), and six 
other international steel companies have 
joined the "super car" projeefelub, a 
successor programme to the recently 
completed Ultra light Steel Auto.Body 
(ULSAB) project 

Tata Steel, the original Indian 


partner of the International Iron & Steel 
Institute (IISI), promoted ULSAB 
project, is already a part of the UliJAB- 
Advanced Vehicle Concept (AVC) 
programme. Nick-named "super car", 
the project was launched in Mianu in 
February 1999. 

The UI.SAB-AVC project is aimed 
to develop futuristic automobile 
prototypes with use of specially 
developed ultra light steel, and go 
beyond the concept of steel usage in 
car bodies only. The AVC programme 
will deal with use of steel in 
closures, suspensions, engine cradle, 
all structurals and safety 
components 

Besides SAIL, the six other new 
entrants to the ULSAB-AVC club 
includes steel companies like Aceralia 
of Spain, the Shanghai-based Baosteel, 
China Steel, 1.1 V of USA, Nova Hut 
of Czech Republic and Weirton of 
USA 

RESEARCH 

Nociaar lachaalegy f« darhr* 
polabla watar fram sm 

Scientists at the Bhabha Atomic 
Research Centre (BARC) have devel¬ 
oped a nuclear technology which can 
derive potable water from the sea. 

The technology is a gift of a more 
than decade long indigenous research 
and development work at the BARC, 
according to Ur B.M. Misra, head of 
the Desalination Department at the 
centre. 

This could provide a permanent 
panacea to perennial water scarcity 
problem in the States like Tamil Nadu, 
Gujarat, a few inland areas in Andlua 
Pradesh and deserts of Rajasthan. 

The technology, based on coupling 
of desalination plants to coastal 
nuclear power plants, will not require 
the burning of the scare fossil fuels as 
also dams and canals. It uses 
combination of Multi-Stage Flash 
(MSF) and reverse osmosis process for 
desalination, which ensures sweet 
water like the one drawn from conven¬ 
tional water sources. 

The techno-economic viability of 
this indigenous technology has been 


proved for big, medium and small size 
plants, during various experunents 
carried through demonstration plants. 
The BARC can now provide the know¬ 
how for setting up commercial plants 
for sea water and brackish water 
desalination. 

Naw a biO’Chip 

Work is on to create a biochip at the 
Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore 
that uses the fundamental unit of life— 
the cell—to create a living 
microprocessor 

Scientists at the mstitute have 
discovered that a particular protein, 
found in the solarium bacteria nr 
hdlobacterium, shows unique properties 
under a laser that can be used to create 
three-dimensional chips in which 
enoimous amount of data can be 
j stored 

I i'hysicist K.P.J. Reddy of the dc- 
1 partment of aerodynamics of the 
, Institute has taken the initiative to 
j develop the hardware wliich will write 
I and retrieve data fmm the chip, 
j Ihe pro|ect, with an initial input of 
i Rs 2.T crore, is to be funded by the 
Department of Biotechnology (DBT). 

The capacity of the biochip, with 
terrabyte memory, is expected to be 
1,000 times more than the silicon chip. 

SPACE 

lnMf>2E launchMl 

India successfully launched its first 
commercial telecom satellite, Insat-2E, 
from Kourou in French Guiana on April 
3, 1999. 

The Rs 220-crore satellite, l?uUt by 
Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO), was blasted into space by 
Europe's Arianc rocket. 

The 2,550 kg Indian spacecraft, 
dc’signed with a mission life of 12 years, 
was the lone "passenger" un-board. 

More than half of Insat-2E 
capacity has already been sold out 
lor 100 million US dollars to the 
104-nation consortium, Intelsat, 
which is based in Washington. All 
previous Insat satellites were used 
by domestic agencies, mostly 
government, and did not earn any 
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foreign exchange. 

Intelsat proposes to use 11 out of 
17 transponders on board Insat-2E to 
meet its operational requirement in 
Asia-Pacific region. 

Insat-2E's footprint covers all of 
Asia and Australia. 

Why fall 

Scientists have discovered a way of 
predicting one of the most violent 
events in the solar system, which 
regularly blacks out power supplies and 
causes satellites to fail. 

They found that an "S" shaped 
structure appearing on the surface ol 
the Sun invariably precedes a solar 
explosion, which can hurl 11 billion 
tons of electrically charged particles at 
the Earth. Coronal mass ejections, as the 
explosions are called, can travel at up 
to a million miles an hour and take 
about four days to reach Earth, where 
they can cause havoc to electrical 
installations, power lines and communi¬ 
cations networks. The S-shaped pattern 
is called a sigmoid. Each sigmoid is like 
a "loaded gun". 

MISCiLLANY 

IWo hill moaiu In a month 

On March 31, 1999 people 
witnessed the second full moon of 
the month, a recurrence of a 
celestial event which took place in 
January, 1999. 

Astronomically, the second full 
moon is called the "blue moon", from 
which the phrase "once in a blue 
moon" is supposed to have been 
derived. The phrase sigitifies the rarity 
of the event. In this case, the 
appearance of two full moons each in 
two months of the same calendar year. 

This event was last witnessed in 
1961 and was expected to occur in 1980. 
Normally, every two and a half years, 
two full m«x)as appear in a month. But 
it's only once in 19 years that two 
months in a single calendar year 
witness two instances of full moon. 

|«|rfara lodla Mlllannhim Yaar 

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee 
launched Ae Explore India Millennium 


Year on March 30,1999, as India joined 
the world in using the turn of die 
century to draw people to tourist 
destinations. 

I The Explore Lidia event will be 

j from April 1,1999 to March 31, 2000 
I and the country will offer visitors 
special packages, value-added services 
I and sp<*cial events. 

I International airlines, various 

I emba.ssies, tourism offices abroad and 


out the cable operator. Unlike the 
current satellite channels, which are 
transmitted on C-Band (lower 
frequency) and which require big 
receiving dishes of at least 8 feet 
diameter, DTH signals are broadcast on 
the Ku-Band (higher frequency^ which 
can be received by small dish antenna 
measuring 1.5 to two feet. 

The 4,800 MH^ digital signals 
enhance the technical audio and 


j organisations will carry the message of 
I Fxploa* India to people ail over the 
! world, as India aims to achieve an eight 
per cent growth in tourist arrivals. 

What Is DTMT 

DTH is the short form for Dira't-To- 
Homc television services. It means that 
satellite television signals are directly 
'delivered' to the viewer, as opposcci to 
I the cable-delivered signals. In India, we 
j currently receive various satellite 
, channels through cable operators, who 
I in turn receive the satellite signals on 
I their big dish antennas and then 
j transmit it via tlieir cable networks to 
our TV screens. The DTH service cuts 


I visual quality of the television signals 
to CD standards. Further, the viewer 
is not dependent on the cable 
operator for the bouquet of channels 
he receives. 

The costs involved will, however, 
inake DTH inaccessible to many Indian 
audiences. As compared to cable 
services, which cost Rs 100-200 a month, 
with installation charges not exceeding 
Rs 1,0(X), a DTH subscription will be 
priced at not less than Rs 500, with the 
j installation costs and investment in the 
set-top box costing another Rs 15,000- 
I 20,000. 

DTH services are currently not 
permitted in India. 


Earthquakes of the century 

Following is the chronology of major earthquakes in India this century so 
far; 

April 4,1905—Kangra valley in Himachal Pradesh, 8.0 on richter scale, 
20,000 die. 

July 8,1918—Assam, 7.6 magnitude. 

July 2,1930—Dhubri in Assam, 7.1 magnitude 

January 15,1934—Bihar and parts of Indo-Nepal border, 8.3 magnitude, 
10,000 die. 

June 26,1941—Andaman islands, 8.1 magnitude. 

October 23,1943—Assam, 7.2 magnitude. 

August 15,1950—Assam, 8.5 magnitude, 532 die. 

July 21,1956—Anjar in Gujarat, 7.0 magnitude, 

December 10,1967—Koyna in Maharashtra, 6.5 magnitude. 

January 19,1975—Kinnaur in Himachal Pradesh, 6.2 magnituSe. 

August 21,1988—Bihar and Indo-Nepat border, 6.5 magnitude, 1,000 die. 

October 20,1991—Uttarkashi in UP, 6.6 magnitude, 1,500 die. 

September 30,1993—Latur and Osmanabad in Maharashtra, 6.3 magni¬ 
tude, 7.928 die. 

May 22,1997—Uaba^ur in Madhya Pradesh, 6.0 magnitude, 40 die. 
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BADMINTON 

French Open 

CHEN Gang of China beat India's national 
champion Pullela Gopichand 15-8, 10-15, 
15-10 in the finals of the French Open held 
at Paris. 

Zhou Mi of China beat India's 
champion Apama Popat in the women's 
section 11-0,11-2 to emerge champion. 

BASKETBALL 
National Championships 
PUNJAB beat defending champioas Bihar 
53-51 to lift the Todd Memorial Trophy at 
the Championship held at Jaipur. 

In the women's section. Railways beat 
Kerala 89-50 to emerge as champions. 

CHESS 

City of Linares Chess Title 
GARRY Kasparov won the City of Linares 
Chess title with his 12th round win. The 
title had been won by Vishwanathan 
Anand in 1998. 

Amber blindfold and rapid 
chess tournament 

VISHWANATHAN Anand won the 
» rapid title with a last round draw 
against Vassily Ivanchuk but lost the 
blindfold game in the 11th and final 
round of the 8th Amber blindfold and 
rapid chess tournament at Monte Carlo 
in Monaco. Vladmir Kramnik held on 
to his lead and won the overall 
honours. 

CRICKET 

Asian Test Championship 
PAKISTAN beat Sri Lanka by an 
innings and 175 runs to become the 
continental champions in the 
inaugural Asian Test Championship 
final played at Dhaka. 

it Australia-West Indies Test Series 
WEST Indies beat Aiutralia by 10 wickets 


Sports 


in the second Test played at Kingston. 
Brian Lara scored a brilliant 213. 

In the third Test, Brian Lara 
scored an unbeaten 153 to guide West 
Indies to a one-wicket win over 
Australia at Kensington Oval in 
Bridgetown, taking a 2-1 lead in the 
four-Test series. | 

However, Australia retained the 
Frank Worrel trophy when it beat West 
Indies in the fourth Test, to level the serits i 

2 - 2 . ' 

I 

I 

South Africa-New Zealand Test Series 
SOUTH Africa scored a 8-wickel victory 
in the third Test against New Zealaiid in 
Wellington to win the series 1-0. 

FOOTBALL 

National League | 

SALtiAOCAR Club of Goa clinched the 
1999 Coca Cola National League title, 
beating Mohun Bagan at Salt Lake 
Stadium, Calcutta. 

GOLF 

Wills Indian Open Golf 
Championship 

ARJUN Atwal won the championship held 
in Calcutta with a a'ore of 12-undcr-par 
276. He received the prize amount of 
$50,010. This was his first win in any major 
tournament of APGA Tour. 

HOCKEY 

Malaysia to host World Cup, 2002 
THE International Hockey Federation 
has announced that Malaysia will hold . 
the 2002 men’s hockey World Cup while 
Australia will stage the women's 
edition. 

Rangaswamy Cup 

INDIAN Airlines beat Tamil Nadu 4-1 to 
win the Rangaswamy Cup in the 59th 
Senior National Championship held at 
Hyderabad. 


TENNIS 

ATP Tour Champions Cup 
MARK Philippoussis of Australia defeated 
Carlos Moya of Spain 5-7, 6-4, 6-4, 4-6, 
6-2 to win the $2.45 million Champions 
Cup held at Indian Wells, California. 

Evert Cup 

SERFNA Williams of USA beat Steffi Graf 
of (iermany 6-3, 3-6, 7-5 to emerge 
champion in the Evert Cup Women's 
Singles. 

ATP Lipton Championship 
RICHARD Krajicek of Holland won his 
17th career title when he beat Sebastien 
Grosjean of France 4-6, 6-1, 6-2, 7-5 to 
emerge champion. 

Venus Williams defeated younger 
sister Serena 6-1,4-6,6-4 to win her second 
consecutive title at the Lipton 
Championships. This was tire first major 
women's tennis final between sisters, in 
over a century, in 1894, Maud Watson had 
defeated older sister Lilian to win the 
Wimbledon title. 

WEIGHTLIFTING 
Commonwealth Championship 
BHARH Singh hoisted the women's plus 
75 kg class gold as India finished runners- 
up in women's team ranking of the 
Commonwealth weightlifting cham¬ 
pionship held at Melbourne. India got 
seven gold medals and one silver. 


Choicest Essays 

Your seanh for a good 
Essay book ends here 

RaviMd and Updated 1999 Edition 

SlfYTOOJm 

Ask your local Oealet or order rSmtX from 

KHANNA BROTHERS (Publishers) 

126, INDUSTRIM. M%A-1, CHANDIGARH 
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WHO'S V'. (|(> 


Appointments Etc 


Affointed, Elected Etc 
Sundar Singh Bhandari: Former 
Governor of Bihar, he has been 
appointed Governor of Gujarat. 

Brij Mohan Lai: Patna High Court 
Chief Justice, he has been appointed 
Governor of Bihar. 

Jagir Kaur: She has been 
appointed as first woman President of 
the Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak 
Committee (SGPC). 

Resigned 

Guxharan Singh Tohra: President of 
the Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak 
Committee (SGPC). 

Distinguished Visitors 
Igor Sergeyav: Defence Minister of 


MARCH 

16~The commercial bus service between 
Lahore and New Delhi is 
inaugurated. 

—The European Commission resigns en 
masse, plunging the EU into crisis, 
after being criticised in an 
independent report accusing it of 
losing control. 

—The Cabinet approves the modified 
Insurance Regulatory Authority Bill, 
providing for dilution of foreign 
equity stake to 26 per cent, as against 
40 per cent originally recommended 
by the government. 

21— Ignoring NATO threats, Serbian 
forces attack rebel positions in central 
Kosovo for the second day, setting 
houses ablaze, as ethnic Albanian 
civilians flee into the hills. 

22— Leader of the AIADMK group, R. 
Tamaraikkani, hits Agriculture 
Minister V.S. Arumugam in Tamil 
Nadu Assembly. He is later arrested 
and suspended fixim the House for 
die rest of the Budget sessirm. 

23— Talks with Yugoslavia's President 
over Kosovo fail and US envoy 
Richard Holbrooke returns to NATO 
headquarters. 

. '^About 100 civilians are killed iri 
jsasfem Congo in an outbreak of 


Russia. 

Died 

Ibrahim Ban Mainassara: President of 
Nigeria. 

Ananda Shankar: 1A%11 known music 
composer and nephew of sitarist Ravi 
Shankar. 

Lee Falk: Creator of comic strips 
Mandrake the Magician and The 
Phantom. 

Vishnu V/aman Shirwadkar (Kavi 
Kusumagraj): Eminent Marathi poet, 
playwright and former winner of the 
Jnanpith Award. 

Mud{MFn»/Rn.'Oneof themostbrilliant 
and celebrated violinists cf the century. 


ethnic violence in the region. 

24—NATO secretary-general Javier 
Solana orders strikes against Serbia. 
At least 10 civilians are killed and 
60 injured. 

29— A severe earthquake hits the hill 
regions of Uttar Pradesh and kills at 
least 100 people. 

30— The Union Cabinet decides to ban all 
state lotteries. 

31— Commerce Minister Ramakrishna 
Hegde unveils a radical revision to 
the Export-Import (Exim) Policy. 

APRIL 

3—AIADMK chief Jayalalitha gives an 
ultimatum to the Vajpayee 
government to sack Defence Minister 
George Fernandes and reinstate 
dismissed Navy Chief Admiral 
Bhawat or face the prospect of her 
party's pullout from the BJP-led 
coalition government at the Centre. 

—Insat-2E is launched fiom Kourou in 
French Guiana. 

5—The Cabinet rejects demands made 
by AIADMK chief and a political 
crisis seems imminent. 

8—Insat-2E is placed close to'its 
geostationary orbit after successfully 
firing its Liquid Apogee Motor 
(lAM). 


9—Niger President Ibrahim Bare 
Mainassara is assassinated by ^ 
members of his personal security 
guard. 
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name of books, from those listed below, to; 


The CoMPEimoN Master, 


126, Industrial Area-1, Chandigarh 

-160 002 


subSGri^pn aftioiiftt You have id se}<>ct booke yi^r^ or more. 
1, <3en©Tal Knbwte^e Refresher Price fis 19^- ' 

S.EverLatesrGeneralKnowlecIgeF’riceRslOO/'' 

3, Current Affairs & Backgrounders Price Rs 85/' 

4. Test of Reasoning Price Rs 60/- 

6. Master Guide MBA Entrance Examination Price Rs 200/- 
6. How to Study and Take Exams Price Rs 20/- 

7 . Wonder Book of General Knowledge Price Rs 50/- 
















mber CAT is nothing but a battle of the ATTITUDES 


So the essence or this test + GDs is NOT merely test of your knowledge or your cramming power (Memory) but rather a 
test of ATTITirDE. in (act CAT. This is the reason why many of the more scholastic minded students (i.e. geniuses with a 
high IQ) have &i]ed to clear h, whereas many comparatively average students with a correct Attitude & cleat. Comets 

I (what you call t he FUNDAS) have been able to clear CAT with flying colours. 

Now let us see what is this WINNING ATTITUDE ^^^Iich makes the all important diflerence between Victory & 
Defeat ? For this we have to look at what are the qualities a management institute will be looking tor. You all will bear 
with me that the qualities will have to be the ones which go into making of a highly successful manager. Let me enumerate 

I them briefly 

1) PERSPICACITY i.e. an understanding of a situation and actir^ quickly & decisively. It is one of the 
foremost quaUties, required in a good manager. This factor will be on test in all parts including Problem Solving, reading 
Comprehension, Data Interpretation & later also during the GDs. To begin with it would be at test wlien you chose your 

I coaching institute. Go behind the hype and see if the institute really has the faculty and results it is claiming or ar^^ results, 
merely compilation of the students who happen to come to that institute for just a mock test. 

2) RUTHLESS KILLER INSTINCT i.e. To be able to finish off competition - whether friend or foe. ^^^st 

I your Killer Instinct you have to answer the GD situations like these ** Will you agree to fire your best fnend, if he/ll^s 
distracting you fiom your goal” very carefully. 

3) GOAL OBSESSION Le. to have a maniacal fi>cus to go after your goal with single maided devotio» No- ^ 
effort, No hardship. No sacrifice is too big to stop you fiom achievBig your goal To test how much sacrifice you are 
make for success, I ask you . "‘Are you prepared to have your head shaved if I get you through CAT.” The point her^ 
that what kind of sacrifices are you ready to make in the next few months. E.g. are you willing to forego movfes & Tr^fm- 
are you prepared to join DPCC in sweltering heat of June - Juty. If your answer is YES, you are sure to have a muc^ better 
chance to succeed in CAT because nobody can beat a FOCUSED candidate. 

4) QUICK STARTER. Rememl^ in management the person who is I* off the block wins, as he grabei|fl^ right 
opportunity . CAT specially is designed in such a way that it is very difficult to master it by a 2 month dash in the'ei^ hor 
can you keep on slogging 7 days a week. That is why DPCC "s CAT Special has been designed on this scientific platform of 
3 Days/ We^ classes to give you adequate assimilation time And then testing what you have learnt. So if CAT is your 
dream, then get up & start NOW. Remember THAT THE EARLY HAWK GETS THE CAT. /U CanJtHUm.,.} 


1 A. iT. MZ H.FOUR .months Extensive pro^am with 

Scientific alternate day Regimen for maximum feed back. 
H. DPCC's prestigious CAT faculty; knowing exactly where to 
emphasise from CATs point of view H.Detailed Assignments 
Self scorers to thrash out the concepts. 9. Real Life Simtdaled 
DIAGNOSTIC & MOCK TESTS to remove the fear of CAT. 
9 Pn^er coverage of suMects required for mher prestigious 
exams lOte FMS, KLRI, XUV^ BAIAJ, SPJaia etc. 
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The best two letteis o( the month, appearing in the box, have been awardec^a prize of 
Rs too 00 each Readers are invited to send us their views on topics covered in this issue 
You can also e mail your response to MtorafgeompatilloimMator.eQiii. The decision 
of the Editor will be finali 



A NEVER ENDING CYCLE 


Your debate in April '99 issue brought many aspects of 
Porruphon to light A person who gives a bribe is sure to recover 
his expense by bemg corrupt himself Corru|)tion can, no doubt, 
be controlled by awakening of conscience, but will this ever 
happen^ 

Nisha Dfwlta 
Shimla, Himachal Pradctih 

YOUTH AND CRIME 

Many parents are busy earning money, hoping that their 
eammgs will fulfil the needs of tiieli children. They forget that 
more important is the need to spend some time With the children, 
so that they become guides and friends. This only can raise the 
consciousness Of children and the country. 

Thtrumhan Vtiyadhar 
Karanmgar, Andfmi Pradesh 


glory 

Sunil S Halapelt 
Hubli, Karnataka 


ROLE MODELS 

I am greatly influenced by 
your cover story as it shows 
the attitude of successful 
people, their love of work and 
their charactei It was very 
inspirational to iiad the 
feature 

Dmi’i/i Smgh 
Calcutta 

A good role model inspires 
but a bad role model may ruin^ 
one's life While choosing our 
role models we should not get 
earned away by the glamour, 
because that is |ust one aspect 
We have to go deeper to find the 
seeds of real inspiration 

Rahul Siddhu 
Meerut, Uttar Pradish 

FIXING THE 
ECONOMY 

Being a student of 
economics, I found the cover 
feature very useful We need a 
stable government for 
improvement of the economy. 
Privatisation and reduction of 
the government wage bill has 
not taken place because the 
leaders are not serious It is 
hoped that the measures takoi 
to overcome the present 
recessionary trend are 
successful, otherwise we will be 
heading for disaster 

Dtepa Tandon 
Naya Nangal, Punyib 

The Indian economy w m 
depression and efforts to bring 
it back have failed The I 
government has to bear the I 


blame as its expenditure is out 
of control and it has shied away 
from taking bold decisions 
Various committees have 
recommended privatisation and 
loosening state control but 
nothing has been done If the 
government continues like this, 
what hope does the economy 
have? 

Ghaii Sham Singh 

Kathutt, Jammu and Kashmir 

The government is ultra 
sensitive to the demands of the 
bureaucracy and its employees 
Most of what IS collected 
through taxes goes to the 
pockets of government 
employees, who do no work 1 
agree with your analysis that 
bureaucracy has to be tnmmed 
and the savings passed on to 
agriculture or infrastructure 
development 

Dipti Sahoo 
Pun, Orissa 

STATUS OF 
WOMEN 

The Supreme Court 
judgement is welcome but it 
cannot stop eve-teasmg, dowry 
deaths and rape We have to 
accept the rights of women It 
also calls for development of 
character to accept women as 
equals 

Abhtshek Skarma 
Muzafftrpur, Bihar 

A public awareness 
programme m the media is 
essential Women also must be 
educated. This will empower 
them and lead the country to 


BUS TO 
PAKISTAN 

The PM's historic trip to 
Pakistan is an attempt to make 
friends with our neighbours 
Both countries should bury the 
past and open the borders, since 
the people have an affinity for 
each other. Events in other parts 
of the world have shown that 
even bitter foes can unite for a 
common purpose 

Milan Singful 
Panipaf, Haryana 

CORRUPTION AS 
INDIAN 

PNENOMENON 

Your debate was a balanced 


one In India, corruption has 
become a tradition We can get 
anything done by givmg bribes 
The nation's progress comes to ^ 
a standstill because of 
corruption 

Sanjay Kumar Pandey 
Vishakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh 

SUCCESS STORY 

1 have cleared the 
Konkan Railway exam and 
other competitive exams 
Success jjas come to me 
through hard work and 
perseverance, and the 
guidance provided by The 
CoMPeriTiON Master, which I 
started reading in 1994. I am 
grateful to you for publishing 
such a useful publication ^ 
Indradtp Kumar Yadov 
Umgam, Bihar 
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• Practical English Qramnar 
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PltfsHs, Explanations & lllustratlona} 
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ESSAY 


Education Sans Creativity 

I 


C HAIRPERSON of the University 
Grants Commission, Mr A.S Dcsai, 
says that university education has gone 
astray from its chosen path. Prof Desai 
was forthright in admitting that education 
planners were themselves "uneducated" 
in the matter of disseminating higher 
learning. 

Education had not only lost its 
contents for training the country's youth, 
but also gone astray 

The tragedy of our education is that 
it is rote learning. We start our youngsters 
on an educational journey which leads 
them to a future which has anything but 
a future! 

Sadly, the outcome of the present 
system is: the best students are the most 
disadvantaged. The teachers have to 
operate at a mediocre level, The gifted 
student is left "hungry" of knowledge! 

Gifted students are the neglected lot 
of today's education. Equality in 
education Is wrong, for there is nothing 
more unequal than treating unequals 
equal. 

Einstein once said- "Studying for 
final exams had such a deterring effect on 
me that... I found the consideration of 
any scientific problem distasteful to me 
for an entire year ..." 

Why are our youth a frustrated lot? 
It is a protest against the oppressive and 
irrelevant educational system. It is a revolt 
against intellectual baby-sitting in our 
universities. It is a revolt against sub¬ 
standard teachers. It is also a question of 
findmg an identity. 

Sub-standard teachers, brought in 
from the back door by string-pullers, 
contribute a lot to the current mess 
prevailing at the campuses. We have come 
to the stage where teachers cut classes 
without being accountable to anyone. The 


UGC stipulation of 180 working days is 
observed more in the breach. 

Students keep away from class 
knowing that they are not going to miss 
anything in a "ten-minute" lecture. They 
"meet" the teacher outside the class to get 
attendance. The teacher applauds himself 
for his "popularity". No wonder, "bright" 
teachers frown upon the idea of student 
evaluation. 

And we are asked to believe that a 
university is a "citadel of rationality". This 
is possible only if a habitual vision of 
academic excellence is kept before the 
student. Otherwise, he treats the lecture 
as academic litter and stays away. 

Universities and colleges are losing 
their character of enquiry and creabvity. 
Creativity may be defined "as the capacity 
to recombine, with unusual sensitivity and 
spontaneity, the products of experience 
into new forms. It is not mere acquisition 
of more data, unexpected and 
unanticipated syntheses." 

In today's rapidly changing world, 
more and more young people must be 
prepared to cope with the new and 
unfamiliar in creative ways. The 
knowledge explosion has ended the time 
when anyone could feel educated merely 
in terms of available knowledge. 

Few seem to realize that happiness 
and hard work are intimately connected. 
There is a thrill in accomplishment. 
Success foltews hard work. A new work 
culture is the crying hour of our 
educational system. 

Yet, how many are taught the pleasure 
of shouldering responsibility? Few. 
Because work is regarded as a drudgery, 
not a means to fulfilment of the self. This 
is the greatest failure of our education. 

In our ancient culture, one who 
wanted to acquire skill and mastery in 


some art, had to devote nearly a lite-time 
at the feet of his guru There was no room 
for the erratic genius. 

If one was exceptionally talented he 
was put to gruelling exercises. Steady 
application is the healthiest training for 
any individual. It compensates, in a large 
measure, the lack of talent or genius. 

Many young men, because of their 
liberal education, nurse the notion that 
manual or mental work is incompatible 
with high culture. It blasts their chances 
of success. 

No law of success works unless you 
do. Hard work b a pleasure and affords 
immense scope for self-improvement It 
inculcated the ability to be useful, the spirit 
of independence and the habit of 
perseverance 

Of the attributes which hinder 
creative thinking, mental laziness is the 
most detrimental. As far as possible, we 
should reason out the answers ourselves 
instead of accepting what others say. We 
should not become lazy when we try to 
figure out things. 

Can our "citadels of rationality" say 
in honesty that they provide thb kind of 
education? 
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EDITORIAL 


Mid-term Hiccups, 

Again 


fter 13 months 
of a poor 
apology of a 
government at 
tlTe Centre, the country is 
suffering from political 
hiccups again. The twelfth 
Lok Sabhahas been dissolved. 
The Election Commission has 
started bracing itself for a 
mi4'term poll. The thick- 
skinned but loud-mouthed 
'leaders" continue to harp on 
stale statements about a stable 
government. The President, Mr 
K.R. Narayanan, has put his 
finger on Ae political pulse of 
ti\e nation. He has stated that 
fiiose who were responsible for 
voting out the Vajpayee 
government were unable to 
provide an alternative. Drum- 
beaters at Sonia's residence 
could lend an ear! 

The role played by Mr 
Mulayam Singh Yadav, with a 
strength of 20 MPs, and roller- 
coster lady from Chennai^ with 
a retinue of 18, is t}rpical of 
petty politicians whose left 
hand Imows not what the right 
is doing. The latter.was 
strutting on the political scene 
like a peacock, dictating terms 
tb the BJP government, 
throwing tantrums, and 
bbndshining blackmail tactics. 
The former was the first to 




throw his hat in the ring, 
aspiring to become the new 
Prime Minister. Frustrated, 
he pulled the rug from under 
Sonia's slippery feet. She 
must be now looking for a 
hole in the ground! Her 
party has the unflattering 
record of pulling down four 
coalition governments—one 
on the flimsiest of ground of 
two police constables seen 
near late Rajiv Gandhi's 
residence. 

Mr Chandra Shekhar has 
gone on record that a Congress 
government at the Centre 
would have spelt disaster for 
the country. He has had his 
revenge, in a manner of 
speaking. He also implied in , 
an interview that Sonia had 
suUied hands. ' 

The Election Com-. 


mission has gone on record 
that the mid-term poll will 
cost the country Rs 900 crore. 
Can we attribute all this to 
Mr President taking a vital 
wrong step in asking fite BJP' 
government to seek a vote of 
confidence when Lok Sabha 
was already in session and 
debate on budget due? A cut 
motion would have brought 
the government down. While 
we do not suspect Mr 
President's intentions, we 
caimot help thinking that he 
could not have been so naive 
as to suppose that one nwtl^ 
outfit replacing another 
would give the country a 
stable government. Even if 
the Cbtigress,, the Third 
Frrmt, or Ae BJP had proved 
dieir numbers, it was cerfiun 
that' no pack of power-' 


brokers in the present Lok 
Sabha could provide even a 
semblance of stable 
government or decent 
follow-the-rule governance. 

The nation now watches 
with interest what surfaces 
after the political churning erf 
waters takes place, and a new 
government comes to the 
Centre by the end of October. 
With low' intellectual 
quotient and lower political 
integrity of the present lot of 
politicians, only an in¬ 
corrigibly optimist could 
look forward to a stable 
government lasting a full 
five-year term. Alexander 
Pope has said:^ 

Let form of jjooernmttt 

f(M>fs conbat . H 

Whether fs best'ad- :? 
ntffuisfered, fe best, ;- 
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Terceitienary of the Khalsdi 


The year 1999 will be rememhered for a 
hiitoric occasion, the tercentenary of the 
IQialsa, Created on Baisakhi Bay on April 
.is, 1699, by Guru CohfM Singh, it 
completed 300 years this year and 
celebrations were organiseiin Punjab as also 
in other parts of the world. This feature gives 
a background on Sikhism and the Khalsa 
and discusses the pntribution of the 
community in the buying of the nation. 

A NANDPUR Sahib in Punjab was the 
scene of celebrations, on April 8-14, 
1999, of the JOOth anniversary of the 
founding of .modern Sikhism. It was on 
Baisakhi day in 1699 that Guru Gobind 
Singh, the .last of Sikhism's 10 gurus, 
created the militant fraternity Khalsa to 
rejuven^ the faith in the face of invading 
Islam qfiplaaght. He blessed a kshatriya, a 
jttt, a doBi printer, a water bearer and a 
barber who were called panj piaras (the 
hvebedoved ones). The Khalsa would add 
difi^name Singh (meaning a lion) to their 
rpmis and would observe the 'five Ks'— 
Jmh (not to cut hair), kanglm (to carry a 
f^comb), kuchha (to wear underpants, a sign 
' of cleanliness), kara (to wear a steel bangle) 

' and kirpan (to carry a dagger indicating 
the martial tradition). 

Many people confuse the terms 
Sikhism with the Khalsa, but it must be 
remembered that Sikhism had already 
existed since its creation 20Q years earlier 
by Guru Nanak. Ihe creation of the Khalsa 
marked a militant tradition among the 
Skhs to protect themselves and their land. 
Modem Sikhism follows the rules laid 
down for the Khalsa, which means 'pure'. 
Ihe difference in die two liramies clear 
when we see diat there ace two parallel 
scciptmes: die first is A4i Cranth, compiled 
by Gum Arjan around the year 1600, It... 
Eludes compositions of Hindu and: 
HtoUm skints and advocates peaceful 
Ihe second is die; *;' 
eqxnpiled by^uru Gobind^Ik# 


contains tales of valour of Hindu 
goddesses and advocates fighting 
oppression with force. Gum Gobind Singh 
bestowed 'Guruship' on the Adi Granth, 
making it the Guru Granth Sahib, the 
embodiment of the spirit of the Gurus. 

Trials and Tribulations 


JL Mughals—in 1606, Guru Arjan died 
after being tortured in Lahore jail and 
Guru Tegh Bahadur was executed in 1675. 
Such circumstances of oppression made 
the peace-loving Sikhs turn towards 
arms— even before the Khalsa was created 
in 1699, Gum Har Gobind had taken up 
arms. There are harrowing tales of torture 
and persecution in Sikh history, first by 
Mughal rulers and later by British 
imperialists. 

Because of this, the Sikhs have 
emerged as a strong and a hardy people 
who thrive in adverse circumstances. 
Their valour forms their history; in 
modern times this transformed into hard 
work, which has resulted in making 
Punjab the granary for the whole country. 
The innovation in agriculture and. the 
success of the Green Revolution has made 
the State a model for developing countries. 
Many Sikhs (about 50 laldis) are settled 
abroad and form a prosperous community 
in many countries. 

The prosperity has not come wifiiout 
a price. Ihe number of affluoit youngsters 
increased. But there'were no employihent 
opportunities inTunjab apart from 
traditional agriculture, so the ranks of the 
educated unemployed also swelled. 
Prosperity and ini^ernism had also made 
youi^ Sil^ to stray from dieir rdigious 
belief and many cut thdr luur. Th&rksi^ 
was teligiotis fundamentalism, and^ am 
efitHd to bring bt^ the modernis^ 
svhikh sdem todithalbriri c^itd^^i^and - 
terroirimn,: In the last .iwa,deyad<^ s. 


campaign was carried out for a s^arate 
Sikh homriand. Supported by Pakistan, 
Sikh militants killed many Hindus, 
sometimes dra^ng them out of buses in 
which they had been travrilir^.. A wedge 
was sought to be driven among the 
Hindus and the Sikhs, who had lived as 
one over the centuries. Many of the 
wounds inflicted during this phase are still 
to heal. 

3 

Politics and Religion 

P OLITICS mingled with religion in 
Punjab, with parties trying to encash 
on Sikh revivalism. They encouraged 
Jamail Singh Bhindranwale, who was later 
to lead a campaign of violence and hatred 
hrom the Golden Temple. Bank robberies 
and extortion became common. It was 
during this time that Punjab suffered the 
most One of the richest States was brought 
to its knees. On June 5, 1984 the army 
stormed the Golden Temple where 
Bhindranwale and his supporters had 
been holed up. He was l^ed but the 
Temple suffered great damage. The 
community was alienated and sought 
revenge. Chi October 31, 1984 two Sikh f- 
bodyguards killed Mrs bidira Gandhi at 
her home and in its aftermath, thousands 
of Sikhs were killed in New Delhi and 
elsewhere. Ihis sad chapter was sought 
to bk closed with the Longowal accord, 
between Sant Lmigowal and Prime 
Rajiv Gandhi in 1985, and paved 
the way for a political setdemenf. Elections 
were l^d and the alienated Siidia cairie 
back into their traditiomd role of 
building. ^ 

” tha ikreentenary c^ tl^ 

.impprtairi from two j^ta^of 
totis undoubtedly h«t mom 
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other places showed that the deeply 
religious community was willing and able 
to abide by the political rule of moderation. 
Historical militancy apart, the Sikhs have 
got over to some extent what they 
perceived as the many wrongs done to 
them and that they are at heart a peace- 
loving community who riiare a roti-beti ka 
rishta—^ relationship of sharmg food and 
giving daughters in marriage—with the 
Hindus. 

The celebrations showed that the 
Punjabi personahty had risen over petty 
considerations. This was evident at 
Anandpur Sahib, where the crowds at 
tents pitched by Chief Minister Prakash 
Singh Badal and deposed Akal Takht 
Jathedar Ranjit Singh were no match to the 
number of ordinary people who were not 
interested in their politics. There were 
some efforts to revive the Kfialistan 
movement which fell flat on their face 
Human rights activists and those 
demonstrating for release of prisoners 
held for subversive crimes were similarly 
disappointed. Communal themes 
emerging from different quarters were 
generally ignored by the pilgrims, 
showing that they had no desire to mix 
religion with politics. 

New Challenges 

T he Sikhs are a valiant community, 
proud of their heritage. They are hard 
working and resourceful. As I^ushwanl 
Singh puts it, in a country ridden with 
beggars, it is rare to see a Sikh stretch out 
his hand for alms. This is nothing short 
of a miracle. Most Sikhs have also put 
the past behind them and see themselm 


stopped? Moreova; me Sikhs have to go 
back to their reformist background to ^ 
society of caste and communal differences 
which threaten to oigulf us today. Ihey 
also have to separate religion fr(|npolitics, 
which has always created p^blems in 
Punjab. I 

The Punjabi youth shoild also get 
more than what he is getting There are 
few employment opportum'ies in the 
State today. Coupled wi^ this is a 
pathetic education systen which is 
creating people who neither f 4nt to work 
in farms nor do they have he skills for 


any jobs. The root cause <;ould well be a 
loss of work ethk, which has defined the 
Sikh community so far. 

The Sikhs, 4us, face a great challenge 
today. Thdr response is not in^itant for 
foe community only, but foe society as a 
whole. They have to modernise so that 
their youth can take part in global 
opportunities but, at foe same time, have 
to maintain their identity as well. What 
better occasion would it be for this foan 
foe tercentorary celebrations of foe Khalsa, 
which has been instrumental in changing 
Indian history? 



































































India's Strides in 
SpcMe Research 


The kundi o/Insat 2E marks another step 
of achievement in India’s spaceprogramme. The 
country stands among the deoeloped nations 
in designing satdlite launch vehicles as well 
as satellites for a variety of purposes. This fai- 
tureassesses India's spaceprogrammeandgives 
details about present and planned launches 

P^SAT 2F, the fifth and final of the indi- 
Igenously built Insat'2 series of geosta¬ 
tionary satellites, was launched on April 3, 
1999 and was placed in orbit 36,000 km 
above the equator. Launched aboard die 
European launcher Ariane, from the French 
space station at Kourou in French Guyana, 
it is a multi-purpose satellite for telecom¬ 
munication, television broadcasting ail9 
meteorological services. It is the most ad¬ 
vanced sa^te built so fac in terms of tech¬ 
nologies used in the hardware and in the 
payloads and is designed to have a life of 
12 years, as compared to seven years of the 
earlier satellites of the series. 

There was an initial glitch which led 
to a premature suspension of the first fir- 
mg of the liquid apogee motor but this was 
sorted out subsequently. 

The communications payload has 17 
C-band tran^xmders, eleven of whidi have 
been leased to INTELSAT. The lease agree¬ 
ment fetches $10 million a yoir under an 
agreement between 15RO arid Intelsat. The 
remaining eight transponders will be 
shared by Doordarshan and C-DoT. Ihsat- 
2E is expected to provide the largest com* 
munication coverage ever realised by a 
satdlite in die Insat series. 

* 

History of Space Programme 

piDlAE space programme a driven by 
Lhe vision of Dt Vikram SarabhaL con* 
ildered as father of the Indian apace 
nogiamtne. do not have the fantasy 

)f competing witii the cooncntically a^ 
mneed natim Jn flie ex^ation of Ac 
now or tits piinebi or manned.ipcce 


flight" he said. "But we must be secrmd to 
none jn the application of advanced tech¬ 
nologies to die real problems of man and 
society". 

lb thki end, the government set up the 
Indian Space Resean^ Organisation (1^0) 
under dw Department of Atomic Energy on 
August 15,19^. The Space Commission and 
Department of Space was set up on June 1, 
19^ and ISRO was brought unde; this de¬ 
partment. The first Indian satellite, 
AryaWiata, was launched on April 19,1975 
Bhaskaral, the experimental satellite for earth 
observations, was launched on June 7,1979 
and in the same year die first experimental 
launch of Satellite Launch Vehicle {SLV-3) 
was conducted. Bhaskara II was launched 
on November 20,1981. 

In 1975-76 the Satellite Instructional 
Television Experiment (SITE) and Satellite 
Telecommunication Experimoits Project 
(STEP) were conducted, which demon¬ 
strated the potential of satellite technol¬ 
ogy for mass communications. 

Insat-IA was launched on April 10, 
1982, but was unsuccessful. The Insat-IB, 
launched the next yeai^ helped in telecom¬ 
munication, television broadcasts and 
weather forecasting. The second genera¬ 
tion satellites, bodi for remote sensing (IRS- 
IB) and dw Insat-2 series started in the 
19^. Insat-2E is the last of the series and 
next year, die Insat*3 series will start. 

India's achievanents in ^>are have been 
considerable. It has built remote sensing sat¬ 
ellites, commimkations and multi-purpose 
satellites, as well as sat^te launch vehicles. 
Thishasledtea^in-offindiemissileddiv- 
ery systems: India has successfully te^ die 
Pndwi and nissiks. These are indig¬ 
enously rrumufactuesd, unlike the Pakistani 
miaales/which are bdicved to have come 
fitMn China (V Noth Kona. 

India's space programme has many 
achieveinenbbirihiisf^ many problems 
as wdOL Among tiw aateUites in the Insat 
scries, numy havefsced^vorbit problems. 

- isrvjUMtisteaiMooMKrmoNio^ 


Insat-IA was completely lost and 1C had 
to be abandoned. Insat*2^, 2B, 2C also had 
problems and 2D was completely lost. 

CommeKial Operations 

TNDIA'S space programme has been de- 
xveloped at great cost but die benefits aris¬ 
ing fiom it have been limited to television 
broadcasting and partly in communications 
so fac In the areas of weadier forecasting, 
remote sensing and Internet services, the 
programme has left much to be desired. It 
has been reported, for example, that die 
National Remote Sensing Agency (NRSA), 
entrusted with the task of marketing the IRS 
data, has done no service to users by giving 
data which is sometimes tiiree years old. 
The price for the data is prdiibitive and evoi 
the accuracy is sometimes suspect. More¬ 
over; the data is screened by the Defence 
Ministry, which masks certain portions 
which l^ts its use to a great extent. 

The meteorological data coming from 
the Indian space programme also seems to 
be of little benefit apart fiom daily weather 
forecasting. Flood warnings, tornadoes and 
storms have claimed lives and property but 
the warnings have been inadequate or non¬ 
existent. Year after yeac weatiia conditions 
cause great loss to the nation but warnings 
are slow in coming, despite an expensive 
space programme. Because of this, the sat¬ 
ellites, launched at great cost to the nation, 
are often called "white elephants inspace". 

ISRO is now trying to go comrrwrcial 
and sell die data from the IRS satellites. It is 
expected that government and private 
organisations require data for a variety of 
reasons including urban plarmir^ fisheries, 
groundwater resources, mkiing and envi¬ 
ronmental studies. According tolSROchair- 
man K. Kasturirar^ai^ the clierd countries 
already include ySAn Qemiany Thailand, 
Korea and Saudi An^ The total market 
lot remote sensing date is estimated to be 
about $50 miBkm and hopes to cap- 
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hue one-fourdi share. But this is not cost 
effective, siiue the investmott has already 
been $110 millioa Within the (XHinby, the 
ISS data does not seem to have much good 
because of bureaucratic controls and the fact 
that user agencies are not geared to analyse 
the information. 

The Department of Space now has an 
apex marketing agency with access to re¬ 
sources of ISRO as well as tire Indian space 
industry. The Antrix Corporaticm Ltd of¬ 
fers subsystems and components for satel¬ 
lites, fabrication of satellites, launch 
services, tracking facilities and manpower 
training and software. 

One area which holds potential is the 
launchirtg business. The success of the Polar 
Satellite Latmch Vshicle (PSLV) shows that 
ISRO can laimch satellites weighing up to 
1,200 kg. An agreement has l^n signed 
with Arianespace, promoted by foe French 
government as foe launch service provider 
for the European Space Agency (ESA) The 
earlier Insat launches were done m the USA: 
Insat-IA was laurtched on a Delta rocket, 
IB on foe Challenger Space Shuttie, and ID 
on a Delta n rocket. The Challenger disaster 
in 1986 made ISRO to look for an alterna¬ 
tive. Irrsat-lC was laurufoed byAnanespace 
in 1988. The switdiover was complete when 
a mishap at foe launch site in USA caused 
damage to foe C-band antoma of Insat-ID 
The partnership with Ananespace has 
worked out because of efficiency and suc¬ 
cess rate of foe Adane launches. 

ISRO has signed a contract with 
Arianespace for jointly marketing the ca¬ 
pacity for launching microsatellites. It has 
already got orders for launching a German 
and a Korean satellite. The agreement is 
expected to make ISRO a world leader m 
foe satellite laundiing business, which was 
estimated to be $15 billion in 1998. 

An Assessment 

F or a developing country, India's 
achievements in space are not small by 
any means. It has many ground-based in¬ 
struments, like the Ooty Radio Telescc^ 
in Tamil Nadu and others in Naini^, 
Hyderabad and Tamil Nadu. Launching 
stations were established, foe first one be¬ 
ing the Thudiba Rocket Launching StaticHi 
in Kerala. Later, two more launching sites 


were set up, at Sriharikota in Andhra 
Pradesh and Balasore in Orissa. 

Many facilities have been created, in- 
eluding the National Remote Sensing 
Agency, Hyderabad, National Ifoyncal Re¬ 
search Laboratory, Ahmedabad and foe 
Natural Resource Management System, 
Bangalore. The main centre for devebpment 
of launch vehicles is tiie Vikram Sarabhai 
Space Centre in Thiruvananthapuram, while 
foe design and fabrication of satellites is 
done at foe ISRO Satellite Centre at Banga¬ 
lore The Sriharikota Hi^ Altitude Rai^c 
(SHAR) is the centre for develq>ment of sat¬ 
ellite launch vehicles. Once foe satellites are 
launched, foe Master Control Facility at 
Hasan in Karnataka, takes over Liquid pro¬ 
pulsion systems are tested at the Liquid Pro¬ 
pulsion Systems Centre at Bangalore, while 
the%»ceApplicationsCentreatAhtnedabad, 
carries out development work in commimi- 
cations, remote sensing and other areas. 

There is little doubt foat our space 
research has come of age. Howevei^ it is 
time that the returns from the space 


prograttune are also quantified. The set¬ 
ting up of Antrix Corporation shows foat 
BRQ Is foinking in commercial terms. The 
agreement wifo Arianespace may also re¬ 
sult in profitable spin-o^. 

The space programme of the country 
has developed cotvsiderably in the growth 
of atrdllaries, especially in high technobgy 
areas. TheAntiix Corporation acts jis a cata¬ 
lyst to sustain foe space-industry partner- 
^p. Our space programme has made 
enviable progress from foe experimental to 
foe operational phase Much capability has 
been achieved, but foere is a long road ahead. 

Tbday, ISRO has to make its remote 
sensing and meteorological data more rel¬ 
evant. The common man will be served 
only when foere are tangible benefits in 
terms of timely warnings about storms and 
cyclones. The loss of property and life that 
we experience every year should be re¬ 
duced wifo better tracking systems The 
vision of \^kram Sarabhai—that ot serving 
man and society—can be met only through 
a more efficient space programme 


Indian Space Programmes 

/^Indian National Satellite System GNSAT): Established in 1983 with the 
commissioning of InsaMB, it is a joint venture of Department of Space, Depart¬ 
ment of Telecommunications, Meteorological Department, All India Radio and 
Doordar^an. Insat-2E has been laundied in 1999 and lnsat-3A and 3B are 
planned for launch In 1999-2000. 

Indian Remote Sensing Satellite (IRS) System: Commissioned with the 
launch of IRS-IAin 1888, it is under the National Natural Resources Management 
System (NNRMS). It has four satellites at present: iRS-1B launched in 1991,1C 
launched in 1995 and ID launched in 1997. The future satellites planned to be 
launched are; a) IRS P4 to be launched with an Ocean Colour Monitor (OCM) and 
Multi-frequency Scanning Microwave Photometer, in 1999-2000, b) IRS PS with 
a Panchromatic camera for cartographic applications, in 2000-2001, and c) IRS- 
P6 for agricultural applications in 2001-02. Data from IRS satellites is processed 
by the National Remote Sensing Agency (NRSA), Hyderabad. 

Stretched Rohlnl Satellite Series (SROSS): The SROSS-C2 satellite was 
launched on May 4.1994 and is still in service, it carries scientific payloads. 

Polar SateilNa Launch Vbhicie (PSLV): Developmental flights have been 
completed with successful third launch in March, 1996. Remote sensing satellites 
of 1,000-1,200 kg class can be launched now Into polar sun-synchronous orbit 
IRS-ID was launched on September 29,1997 using PSLV. IRS-P4 (Oceansat) 
and two small satellites (KITSAT of Korea and TUBSAT of Germany) are to be 
launched on PSLV-(^ In May 1999. 

Geosynchronous Sate^ Launch VMricIs (G8LV): A three-stage vehicle. 
It is under development for launching 2,500 kg class of communication satellites 
into geosynchronous transfer orbit The first developmental flight is planned for 
1999-2000. 
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Need fer a Long-term 
Agriculture Policy 


Being a rural prominent country, 
primary sector enjoys a special place in India 
Upto the beginning of Eighth Five Year Plan, 
agriculture and allied activities were the 
largest contributor to the Cross Domestic 
Product (GDP) of the country As a result of 
structural reforms, the top position of 
contribution to the GDP has been taken bjf 
the services, with 42 per cent contribution, 
and agriculture sliding to 3rd place after 
industrial sector, contributing 24 per cent to 
the GDP. But this does not undermine the 
position of the agricultural sector as such, 
on which almost 2/3rd of the total population 
of the country is dependent In addition, 
agriculture provides to the basic needs of f^d 
to the society and also vital raw materials to 
various industries 

Vital Sector 

T he importance of agriculture to a 
country like ours is obvious The 
population of the country, which was 844 
million in 1991, is estimated to have 
crossed the 960 million mark. The growth 
rate of population is expected to be slightly 
less than 2 per cent and is expected to 
decline gradually to around 1.7 per cent 
during the next decade. Agricultural 
output, particularly the foodgrain output, 
is requii^ to at least match the population 
growth rate, if the entire population is to 
be properly fed. No govemmrait worth its 
salt can afford to allow shortages of food 
items persist for a longer period of time, 
lest it invited die pub& wrath> 

Hence, not only consolidaHion, but 
also acceleration of agricultural 
production gains are essential fw rneeting 
die increasing demand of food articles. 
Moreover, it has to be ensured that the 
process of growth of the GDP Is also 
sustained by reasonably good 
contributions by the primary sector 
The production of foodgrains has 
increased dramatically froar about 51 


million tonnes in 1950*51 to 176 22 million 
tonnes in 1990-91 and to an estimated level 
of 195 million tonnes during the financial 
year 1998-99. In addition to foodgrains, 
the production of oilseeds, pulses, 
sugarcane and cotton has also been rising. 
The big push to this vital sector was given 
during late sixties, when forced by 
persistent food shortages, the country 
decided to go in for what is known as 
"green revolution". Introduction of High 
Yielding Varieties (HYV) of seeds, 
chemical fertilizers, modern farm 
equipments and improved irrigation 
facilities ensured that food shortages 
were part of history and the country not 
only became self-suffiaent in agricultural 
production, but also exported huge 
quantities of wheat, nee, sugar, tea, 
onions and various other agricultural 
outputs. 

Like most of the previous five-year 
plans. Eighth Plan also accorded high 
priority to the farm sector Main thrust area 
dunng the Eighth Plan was to consolidate 
the gains already made. Emphasis were 
placed on improved technologies, 
watershed management, marketing 
infrastructure, diversification for reduemg 
under-employment and streamlining the 
delivery systems. Horticulture crops and 
plantation crops like tea, coffee, rubber, 
spices and tobacco also received due 
attention. Similarly, recently approved 
Nmffi Five Year Plan also prescribes farm- 
led growth pill, with about 20 per cent of 
the total plan outlay devoted to the 
agriculture, irrigation and rural 
development sector. Aiming at an 
ambitious 7 per cent annual growth of the 
GDP during the year, agriculture and 
allied sectors would have to log in at least 
5 per cent average annual growth during 
Ute plati period. But toe seriousness of toe 
^vetnment about this key sector is 
ex^msed by toe fact toat when compared 
to toe Egfito Pkm, in whidi 26 per cent of 

W ■ JUNE 19B9 ■ TtCOOMPenrUNIMSteR 


the plan outlay was earmarked for 
agriculture and allied sector, the Ninto 
Plan prescribes only 19.4 per cent of the 
total ouday for toe primary sector. 

In toe budget proposals for 1999-2000, 
the orientation towards agriculture and 
rural development was quite prominent. 
While the previous year's budget 
provided an unprecedented ^ per cent 
hike in real terms for the primary sector, 
the same bend is continu^ with anotoer 
40 per cent leap at constant prices in the 
current year's budget. For revitalising toe 
rural sector, the Finance Minister has laid 
specific emphasis on three aspects, 
including inputs like water and credit, rural 
infrastructure, particularly post harvest 
storage, and marketing infrastructure and 
msfatutional reforms like the land reforms. 
The mainstay of the entire effort is the 
watershed development programme, to 
cover 100 priority districts of toe country 
in toree years'period. But how for toe effort 
is successful, is required to be adjudged by 
the results, as the micro-watershed 
development scheme introduced during 
the Ei^th Five Year Plan was severely 
plagued toe problems of poor execution 
and lack of inter-departmental 
coordination. ' 

Problem Areas 

CONOMICALLY and politically, 
agriculture in India has been very 
important in the past and would continue 
to be so in the years to come, lirqiorfonce 
of agriculture in India has been erqrressecl. 
at various fora by the leados, econo^is, 
policy-makers and various official 
documents on economic devdopment. But 
even after more than five decades iff 
independence, to moat of toe poor and 
margind farnttis, Agriculture cemtinues to 
have the same oM meaiiing—ram-fed, two 
traditional crops and bullock-plough 
technology. The benefits have mainly 
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accrued to the few big, rich and 
progressive farmers. One of the most 
important problem areas is that the 
average earning per-capita in agriculture 
has steadily been declining, m comparison 
to other main sectors like services and 
industries Ihis, in turn, means stagnating 
production, as a result of stagnant 
productivity levels. 

This is apparent from the fact that 
growth in agricultural sector has been 
much lower than the otlier sectors of the 
economy. Secondly, about 65 per cent of 
the population engaged in agriculture is 
contributing just 24 per cent to the GDP. 
This indicates very poor level of per-capita 
income in this significant sector. Another 
interlinked problem is poor productivity. 
If the foodgrains production figures 
during the nineties are considered ns per 
the Economic Survey for 1998-99, the 
annual average growth rate of foodgrain 
output works out to be just 17 per cent, 
which is a matter of grave concern, as this 
growth has just fallen short of the 
population growth rate. 

Exposiue to the new technologies in 
some areas has persuaded many farmers 
to switch over to cash crops, plantation 
crops, vegetables and other crops, from 
the traditional two foddgrain crops. 
Although the total foodgrain production 
is gradually increasing, the area under 
foodgrains is almost stagnant. While the 
area under all crops increased from 182 20 
million hectares in 1991-92 to 190.6 
million hectares in 1996-97, the same 
under foodgrain production did not 
increase proportionately but only rose 
marginally from 127 million hectare to 
130 million hectare. In the coming years, 
the area under foodgrain is likely to 
remain stagnant and the only way to cope 
up with the growing need for foodgrains 
i^ to gradually increase productivity of 
, land. This can happen only with 
increased mechanisation, development of 
irrigation facilities, better seeds and 
fertilizers. 

There is a lot of rhetoric regarding 
increased investment in agriculture 
sector. The successive governments keep 
talking aloud about providing credit 
facilities and storage facilities. But a close 
look at the agricuitural scenario in the 


country reveals that capital investment 
in this sector is one of the poorest. 
Technology inputs like mechanisation in 
the form of use of tractor, harvestors, etc 
is restricted to only limited number of 
rich farmers. The facilities like fertilizer 
subsidies, credit facilities and cold 
storages are also invariably made use of 
by this category ot farmers. Post-har\'est 
management and marketing of crops 
leave much to be desired. Proper 
warehousing is still a distant dream and 
lakhs of tonnes of foodgrains are 
destroyed every year due to improper | 
storage facilities. 

Policy Framework 

'T'HE policy followed for agriculture has 
X been adhoc in nature and has varied 
from government to government Neither 
the previous government, nor the current 
government has shown any urgency to 
formulate a long-term policy on 
agriculture. After showing early eagerness 
to frame an agriculture policy, the 
Vajpayee government got so badly bogged 
down with internal problems that the said 
policy is still a pipe-dream It is 
unfortunate that the sector which has been 
the mainstay of Indian economy for over 
five decades, and provides employment 
to majority of people in the country, is yet 
to have a plicy for itself. 

No time could have been more 
opportune to frame a long-term 
agriculture policy than the present. Today, 
after sliding down to 139th place in the 
UNDP 1998 Human Development Report, 
among 174 countries of the world, India 
needs to salvage its international prestige 
by a better performance of the economy, 
particularly in the rural areas where India 
actually lives. Socio-economic factors or 
human development indicators in the 
country cannot improve unless economic 
prosperity engulfs Indian villages, and 
that is possible only through systematic 
and planned development of the piimary 
sector. 

After the passage of Patents Act, 
Indian agriculture has to gear up to face 
the challenges to be offered by intense 
competition to be triggered by the WTO 
regiine in the next millennium. Support 


Price System as well as plicy of fertilizer 

subsidy would need definite statemait by 
the government. Indian agricultural 
universities and research institutes have 
to be properly geared up to make best use 
of the patents regime to the advantage of 
the country. In absence of such an 
awareness, the initiative may be snatched 
away by others, as in case of Basmgti and 
turmeric, the patents of whicli were sought 
to bo registered by some American 
companies, despite the fact that these 
products have bwn used by Indians for 
centuries now and are part ot our 
traditional eating habits. 

Rather than limiting the policy 
measures to agricultural credit and 
marketing infrastructure, the long-term 
pohey has to be much more broad-based. 
Government has to ensure that availability 
of warehousing and cold-storage is 
sufficient enough to provide every crop 
minimum storage losses Horticulture 
crops and vegetables need even better 
facilities like processing units, cold 
storages and cold-chains Markctmg ot 
agricultural produce, which is by and large 
in private hands, needs to be regulated in 
a much better way to ensure that the poor 
farmers are not exploited. 

Two basic steps, that would ensure 
high productivity of Indian agriculture for 
a very long period of time are introduction 
of high-tech cultivating techniques and 
exceptionally high capital expenditure on 
creating irrigation facilities in the country. 
These two steps would give a boost to 
agriculture in the country by reducing the 
heavy dependence on rain, on the one 
hand, and by increasing the use of 
chemical fertilizers, on the other. Private 
and foreign capital can also be encouraged 
in these sectors. 

Even today, Indian agriculture is 
heavily dependent on rains and called a 
"gamUe against monsoons". Appropriate 
policy measures to modernise to sector 
are overdue. A well-conceived policy on 
agriculture will not only sustain to sector 
for long-term high productivity, but would 
idso hdp in solving many other issues 
automatically, including rural 
devetapment, poverty alleviation, rural 
unemployment, and of course, rapid 
economic development of the country. 
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Can Bureaucrats Make a 

Difference 


Amidst the tumultuous happenings in 
New Delhi last month, one my important 
event went virtually unnoticed. This ms the 
reinstatement of Pune municipal 
commissioner Arun Bhatia~the will of the 
people prevailed in bringing back an honest 
civil servant. This single event promises to 
grant greater leverage to IAS officers in 
making a difference to the governance of the 
country. For long acting as mere appendages 
to the designs of the politician, civil servants 
can nmo hope to earn the love and backing of 
the common people if they do their job 
honestly. 

In this issue, uw debate if there is hope^.. 
for the country and whether bureaucrats can 
make our country belter. Or should they 
continue to toe the official line for fear of 
being transferred? 

MrA Fricnc^s, we have a topic 
which concerns the governance of the 
country. For long, people in power have 
been putting the blame on each other 
for non-govemance. The politicians say 
that they are mere figureheads and that 
the real rulers are the bureaucrats since 
diey are behind every policy and 
execution. The bureaucrats, on the other 
hand, say that they have no real power, 
as they are transferred frequently if they 
do not toe the political line. The 
arguments prevent any proper system 
of governance and it suits everyone 
since no one is held accountable, while 
corruption continues unabated. Both 
pelicans and bureaucrats say that the 
'system' is too powerful and that they 
are helpless. I would say that these 
arguments are bogus. The 'system' is 
nothing but what we-have created 
oursdves. It does not encourage 
corruption unless it is subverted. ,, , 
Unfbrturiately, the 'system' fa today ' ^ 
used «im excuse to'do aB kinds of ' 
wrong thi^aM^fa >u^ 


narrow personal objectives. Bureaucrats 
have great power and can make a 
difference if they want to. 

MrB I do not quite agree with 
you. It is easy to blame the bureaucrat 
but you have to see the constraints he 
works under. He has to act under the 
directions of his political bosses. He can 
be transferred at will. You have to see 
that the bureaucrat is a human being 
too and has a family to look after. 
Frequent transfers disrupt his personal 
life. To avoid this, it is advisable to 
maintain the status quo and not to rock 
the boat. He must obey the dictates of 
the politician. An officer, thus, has to 
become part of the system. It is wrong 
to say that he can make a difference. I 
think the present debate has arisen 
because of the recent reinstatement of 
Pune municipal commissioner Arun 
Bhatia. He had taken on the powerful 
builder-politician lobby in Pune and 
was transferred within one week. The 
people of Pune filed two separate public 
interest petitions in the High Court 
claiming that he had been unfairly 
transferred. The High Court reinstated 
him and die Supreme Court refused to 
grant a stay on the order. The point to 
be seen is that Bhatia had been 
transferred 23 times in 32 years. He is 
an honest officer and suffered for his 
fearless decisions, but can you imagine 
the effect on his persoiuil life? The 
children must have changed schoofa so 
many times and he wouU never have 
felt settled anywhere. A lesser man 
would have lost his sanity. Given these 
facts, do you think that an honest 
officer can exist and if so, can he really 
go against the political bosses? I am 
sorry to say that buieauaats cwnot 
make any difference in the governance 
of the country. 
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MrC I am glad diat you gave 
this example. The very fact that such 
officers exist shows that die system can 
be changed. The only thing that is 
required is honesty and commitment. 
And he is not the only one. We have 
heard of Kiran Bedi l»fore him, who 
earned name and fame merely by doing 
her job. T.N. Seshan was another person 
who reformed the Election Commission 
by taking sensible decisions. They 
earned the Magsaysay Award for ffieir 
efforts. The modernising of the office of 
the district collector in Ahmednagar 
and the cleaning operation in Surat 
after the plague epidemic too was a 
result of honest and hard working 
officers. My point is dtat one may face 
many difficulties in doing these jobs but 
should one compromise and say that he 
is powerless or should one follow one's 
conscience and make a difference? As 
Bhatia's case has ^owed, if an officer 
works well, he can earn the love of the 
people. Otherwise, one remains a 
nameless officer. Personal difficulties 
will no doubt be faced but these are 
little compared with the bigger job of 
transforming the nation. 

MrD You have named some 
officers who made a difference, but fftfa 
is not a general trend. Honest officers, 
who can make sacrifices, are in a 
minority. Generally spealdng, a person- 
who joins the IAS becomes enamoured 
of the perks that one gets. There is tbo 
much power, people tow before him 
and there are countless servmtts to look 
after your ne^. There is ho n^ to do 
any woric »nce there fa trefaiendotts job 
security! After all'going tO ffie streets to 
clean than up, as was done in Surat, 
requites that the office leaves ffie 
comfofa hfa office and takes a 
personal interest in the work. Many 
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officeis away from that. In fact, 
diey would rather spend time at a game 
of golf. I would say that almost 90 per 
cent of IAS officers belong fo this 
category. So how can we expect any 
improvement in the system? You are 
right when you say that such officers 
are in a minority. They may even attract 
negative comments from their 
colleagues. I do not think that we can 
expect the system to change because of 
the actions of a minority. It can change 
only if each officer realises the 
importance of doing his duty, which 
really means working to a conscience. 
What difference can bureaucrats make 
who have compromised their positions 
to get lucrative postings and do not 
want to do anything that might get 
them transfer!^ somewhere else? 

MrE It is a pity that the likes of 
Arun Bhatia and I^an Bedi are in a 
minority. If we have more such officers, 
why can't the system change? I agree 
that most IAS officers have 
compromised their positions. Otherwise 
there is no reason that the politician 
will be able to use them. The 
government has very good accoimts 
and audit systems. Corruption occurs 
when officers are willing to bypass 
procedures either out of fear or greed. 
Ihke the case of the animal husbandry 
scandal in Bihar. It could happen only 
because some officers were willmg to 
fudge records and show more 
consun^tion of fodder than actual. The 
fudging of records was surely not done 
by the Chief Minister. In fact, every 
corruption case can be traced to an 
officer who bent die rules. Remember 
the telecom scandal. It was revealed 
that a secretary in the department had 
played along and amass^ great wealth 
in ffie process. It is unfortunate that 
some IAS officers collude with 
politicians to subvert the system. They 
do not do diis only for prized postings 
as you mentioned, but for personal 
beiieflt as well Given die feet diat a b^ 
majority of officers ate like this, 
dianging the system is a fer cry indeed. 

Mr A The actions of officers like 


Bhatia does raise hopes, however. There 
is a precedent: earlier the people of 
Thane had succeeded in having dieir 
commissioner T. Chandrasekhar 
reinstated. I hope this is the start of a 
trend. Honest officers now know that 
they are not alone. If they do a good 
job, the common people will stand 
behind them. Perhaps, now IAS officers 
may dnd it easy to work according to 
their conscience and do their job with 
self-respect. There is no need to have a 
fear of politicians. The reason that the 
system has been subverted so 
completely is that the officers have 
preferred to crawl before the politicians. 
Some time back, a newspaper published 
the picture of an officer carrying a 
spittoon for Laioo Prasad Yadav. That 
may have been extreme, but others too 
are subservient in varying degrees. If an 
officer is honest and committed, why 
can't he make a difference’ All it 
requires is that he does what he is paid 
to do If all officers refuse to be a party 
to the pohtician's designs, the system 
will be cleansed by itself Even the 
political leaders will think twice before 
trying to subvert the system. What is 
required is a collective decision. There 
was a move in the Uttar Pradesh 
bureaucracy to expose corrupt officers 
but nothing has come out of it. 
Politicians, on the other hand, exploit 
caste differences and use postings as 
baits to subvert the bureaucracy 

MrB The solution could then lie 
in separating bureaucratic control from 
the politician. Just as recruitment is 
completely separate and done by the 
UPSC, a Central body should control 
performance appraisid, promotions and 
transfers of IAS officers. These powers 
should not lie with the State 
governments. This would also be a 
means to introduce some accountability 
in the bureaucracy. When the officers 
know ffiat they are being judged on 
performance and not on mere whims, 
they will be encouraged to put in their 
best. Governmoits will have to be 
careful when they know that officers 
cannot be taken li^tly. Since this may 
nothappta in die near friture, it is up 


to officers themselves to earn ffieir own 
respect This can be done if die officers 
are not greedy and work according to 
dieir ccmsdence. 

MrC There is merit to what you 
say. It is the officers themselves who 
can ensure that they are taken seriously. 
If they stand up to politicians, thiy will 
earn more respect hi this context I 
think Arun Bhatia's case has lessons for 
the bureaucracy; if diey crawl before 
politicians, they will oky be treated like 
personal servants. If diey do their job 
with self-respect they may fece hardships 
but ultimately will g^ support from the 
people. The excuse diat politicians hold 
die real power is no Iraiger valid. Any 
Sate ^vemmait will think twice before 
transferring an honest officer because of 
fear of a public backlasli So bureauaats 
can make a differmce to the governance 
of the country. 

MrD I think we all agree that 
IAS officers can make a difference. They 
have not been able to do so till now and 
I would say that they are to blame 
themselves for the gradual decline of 
the civil service. One could say that the 
Congress started the process of 
undermining the bureaucracy way back 
in 1967, but other parties after it too 
have done so blatantly. Too much 
interference and tran^rs affected by 
ministers has caused the officers to try 
and save themselves rather than do 
something for die country. The rot has 
gone so deep that young aspirants for 
the IAS hope to join it for a good life 
rather than service to the country. The 
British created the civil service to keep 
India as a colonial nation. Though we 
became indep«ident, die bureaucracy 
did not change. Many officers still work 
as if diey are to serve die politician, not 
the country. Now at least ffiere is a 
pronuse of things changi^ for die better. 
Govemmoit officers can certainfy make 
a difrerence, if they want to. 
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"Weeds grow, bat rice is cultivated." 

—Chinese Prooerb 

Weeds grow of their own and 
cause woe and worry to human 
efforts that have gone into the 
cultivation of crops. Rice, like any 
other crop, needs a lot of hunuin 
sweat to bear fruit. Just as meticulous 
work-plan bears roaring results from 
the field under care and cultivation, 
similarly, human character requires 
careful cultivation of time-tested 
values like hard work, concern and 
compassion for others, besides proper 
control over senses and acquisition of, 
knowledge and wisdom from all 
possible sources. Weeds, as we all 
know, are destructive in nature and 
nuance and thus cause a lot of 
harassment to the poor farmer. There 
is no denying that a farmer has to be 
on his toes all the time best wayward 
weeds may play havoc with his hopes 
and dreams of a bumper crop. Fortune 
favour those who are forth-right and 
forward-looking. Thus, one should 
always remember that distortions and 
deviations, Ijke weeds and worms, 
ente r into our lives ilke thieves but 
ric e cul^ ation and human 
d evelo^ ertt are neitheiTaccidental 
nor passive! ^ 

"People generally quarrel because 
they cannot argue." 

—C.K.Cheslei1on 

Using argument is an asset that a 
very few persems possess. Generally, 
people, both by training and 
temperament, are given to throwing a 
tantrum when they hnd themselves 
lackif)g in argument Provocation for, 
such vtx^rous people is like a red ri^ 
to a bun and once lose didr cool, 
foey^^quK to blows, l^te^.of 


appealing to the better sense of dieir 
opponents who are more logical and 
better informed they try to bully and 
silence them with their lung and tongue 
power. Poor on fects and puerile on 
argumentation, most people exhibit 
their physical power by very offensive 
and awkward display of gestures and 
gesticutations. Since thorny matters and 
contentious issues fail to ^d lasting 
solutions through physical fights or 
bouts, it is always the discussions 
aaoss the table that lend to 
compromise and conciliation. Patience 
and proclivity to listento others is a 
quality that has to be cultivated, if the 
power of argument over physical brawl 
or muscular strength is to be preserved 
and protected. 

"Science without religion is lame's 
religion without science is blind." 

—Albert Einstein 
Being both lame and blind are 
such handicaps as dwarf our 
personality and render us unequal to a 
number of situatiems that may demand 
physical fitness and prowess of our 
limbs. But when the lameness pertains 
to our mental state, diat is full of 
science and its analytical powers, but 
bereft of religion that stands for moral 
strength and uprightness, the shape of 
human personality gets distorted. 
Similarly our state of existence 
becomes uneiviable when we are 
swayed by religious rites and rituals 
and consciously we keep at arm's 
lengdi the rational and resonant 
approaches of science. No civilised 
society can hope to march ahead 
without establishing a reasonable 
rapport between the two, because both 
aim at the malisation of truth and 
vibrant values that can ke^ htonan 
aspirations and angst under control. 
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The excess of one and the decline of 
the otiier, is fraught with dangerous 
dimensions, because ndther an 
individual nor the society of which he 
is a part, can afford to walk on one l^. 
Both lameness and blindness are 
conditions of helplessness. They are 
woeful weaknesses that can be 
remedied only by assimilating the 
importance or essence of both in our 
day to day lives. Being religious and 
rational in thought and action are the 
most demanding requirements of aU 
times. 

"It is easier to fight for one's 
principles than to live upto tihem." 

—Alfred Adler. 

Life is a mixed bag of ideals and 
realities. If it has lofty principles to 
fight for, it has the poignancy of 
practical problems and pragmatism to 
face every passing day. In tiieory, what 
passes for idealism and appeals as 
charming, may become quite testing 
and troublesome when applied to daily 
demands of bread and butter,social 
interaction and clash of self interests 
with those of socio-economic order. 
Who would not cherish the pristine 
principles of equality of qiportunity for 
all, social justice and rule of law, 
abolition of caste, class and communal 
barriersTThe trial of one's life and live 
upto them. 'Easier said than done' 
aj^lies to all such situations where one 
is made to choose between one's 
principles and the hard realities of self 
interest, self promotion and self 
inqiiovement at the cost 6f Ofbm, who 
may be more deserving or needy. Had it 
beffl that easy to practice aH fho^ 
precepts that look bri^ «id endearmg 
while fighting for; the world would have 
been frtt from many social tenrions and 
pcditiccHecmioink inequalities. 



CAREER 


Public Relations 

# 


If you arc smart and oiitgoinj^, enjoy 
meetmg people and hove a flair for media i 
relations, you can look for a career in public 
relations This feature describes the job 
requirements, personality traits, growth i 
avenues and lists institutes offering 
professional courses i 

Public Relations (PR) is often confined 
with advertising It is, however, a distinct I 
branch of communication and invohrs ' 
informing and educating the pubir about 
the activities or philosophy of an organisation 
Some companies have their own PR i 
departments, while others appoint { 
consultants or agencies specialising in the I 
job The keyword is communicating the 
company's point of view to various taiget 
groups, in an effective manner so that a 
favourable impression is formed PR is, thus, 
a powerful managciiienl function and a ^ 
serious business activity It does not mean 
merely building relations with diffcient | 
groups. I 

T he importance of PR » growing by ' 
the day. Both government departments 
and the private sector have realised that 
advertising must be supplemented with 
an effective PR. This helps in two aspects, 
first in keeping close to the customer to 
satisfy needs and anticipate changes in 
customer demand, and second, to create a I 
favourable impression among the people 
which advertising may sometimes not do 
Multinational companies have recently 
laundied customer clubs through which 
they keep in contact with their customers, 
take their advice and inform them of new 
products or services. A happy customer 
will most likely make repeat purchases, 
so an effective PR makes a good business 
sense too. It is a means to win customar 
loyalty. 

State governments also undertake PR 
activities to create a favourable impression 
in the mindsof the people. They have their 
PR departments which are supposed to 


communicate the achievements of the 
government, but much of it is a waste of 
money and amoimts to nothing more tlian 
giving gifts to people Very few 
governments realise the importance of 
good PR- one such example is that of the 
( handrababu Naidii government in 
Andhra Pradesh, which has backed its 
activities with a good communication 
campaign Prom a career point of view, a 
government job would be secure but real 
PR challenges exist in private sector 

Functions 

The functions of PR can be described 
as follows 

a) Press Relations: One objective of 
the PR manager is to ensure that the 
company gets wiilten about favourably 
in the press. For this, relations with media 
correspondents have to be maintained. 
They have to be provided with 
information and handouts. 

b) Communications: Customers, 
suppliers, employees, dealers and others 
in contact with the company must know 
wliat it is doing or plans to do in the future. 
Misunderstandings may otherwise arise 
which may affect tlic business in the long 
run 

c) Lobbying; Effective PR can 
influence public policy. An important 
function of the PR professional will be to 
maintain close relations and convince 
uifluential people in various walks of life. 

d) Counselling: Doubts have to be 
removed from the minds of people 
through meetings and coimselling, which 
will help keep a direct contact and not let 
doubts remain which may have an adverse 
unpact on the company. 

The PR professional has to keep in 
mind internal and external publics. 
Internal publics consist of those people 
connected with the organisation. 
Employee^, shareholders, suppliers. 


distributors, bankers, advisors and so on 
are part of internal public. Customers, 
media persons and the society at large, 
can be considered external publics. Both 
groups of people are important for an 
organisation and it must keep their 
interests in mind. The PR professional has 
to ensure that the public shares the 
perception of the company. 

One can see from this that all 
organisations need public relations 
activities. Apart from companies and the 
government, political parties also have to 
ensure that the public shares their 
viewpoint as they have to seek votes from 
the people. For practically any business, 
some amount of PR is essential 

Avenues 

A PR professional has several options 
for jobs, liie first is to join companies or 
organisations in their PR departments and 
hope to rise to the level of PubUc Relations 
Officer (PRO) after one has gained 
experience. The second option would be 
to join professional PR firms who work as 
PROs for their client companies. Such 
agencies work on contractual basis. Many 
advertising agencies have started sister PR 
firms. Certain individuals having contacts 
with press correspondents have started 
small set ups of their own, using their 
contacts to get press releases published. 
Journalists are known to switch to this 
field after they have built up contacts 
which they can use for their clients. 
Among these are some well known people 
like former Doordarshan newsr^ers, 
who own successful PR agencies or are 
working in PR departments of 
organisations. A third alttfnative would 
be to set up one's own consultancy, 
provided one is pushing enoi^ arid 
has some contacts with cvedta p«ga<to8, 

It may be lemembered thata m job 
is not mer^ meeting petite md keeping 
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reliBidcWw with th«m. Often, it couid be 
tedious work as one sends out endiess 
press reieases or invitations for press 
conferences. Each one must be followed 
up since mediapersons have their own 
priorities and often may not turn up for 
dw briefing. Moreover, newspapers have 
their own system of news selection and 
may well ignore the press release that a 
PR professional may have prepared 
painstakingly. Since the effectiveness of 
PR is judged on the basis of reports that 
are actually published, it is a tough job 
indeed as one's performance is based on 
what others do. When filings go wrong, 
client companies will want that news be 
blacked out or that their own viewpoint 
be published as well. This is often difficult 
because newspapers cannot select news 
on consideration of others. 

It is not necessary to have formal 
qualifications in PR to get a job in this 
area, provided one has the contacts in 
the press. For others, a degree wilt help 
at the entry stage. People who have 
diplomas in advertising or jotunalism can 
get PR jobs, but some institutes offer 
diplomas in PR as well. One can start with 
a .salary of Rs 3,000 to Rs 6,000 a month, 
depending on the kind of organisation 
that one joins. Thereafter, it is up to one's 
performance. A senior PR professional 
may get Rs 10,000 to Rs 25,000. If one is 
effective and delivers results, the sky 
would be the limit. 

The plus points of the job is that 
one meets high profile people from 
various fields. There is a certain 
amount of glamour, especially if events 
like beauty contests are being 
organised. PR professionals are much 
in demand in the film and beauty 
business too, since models and film 
stars want fiteir pictures published in 
magazines and need agents wfto can do 
file work for them. 

The in^rtance of PR is expected to 
grow in times to come. One reason is fiiat 
globalisation has made a lot of diffm«nce 
to the business environment. Global 
companies are very effective in PR 
activifies. As advertising is becoming 
prohibitively eKpeilslye; compaiSe* 
und^tti^ tatfiwr^peig^ 
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is the only way to know how the customers 
perceive the company or particular 
products. That is why we have so many 
door to door campaigns, surveys and 
public events. The future of public 
relations is thus very bright and will often 
be done in conjunction with other media. 

Where to study 

PR courses are offered by 
polytechnics and colleges all over India. 
Universities offer courses in mass 
communications and public relations. The 
basic requirement is graduation and there 
is usually an entrance test for university 
courses and reputed institutes. One need 
not look for a specific PR course since a 
degree in journalism and mass 
communications is also considered 
sufficient for such jobs. 

The following are some institutes 
where one can study. Some offer PR 
courses while others offer communication 
and journalism courses which are very 
helpful for PR: 

1. Mudra Institute of Communi¬ 
cations and Advertising (MICA), 
Ahmedabad. 

2. Indian Institute of Mass 
Communication, Jawarharlal Nehru 
University QNU), New Delhi. 

3. Mass Communication Research 
Centre, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi. 

4. Narsee Monjee Institute of 
Management, Mumbai. 

5. Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan in 
various cities. 

6. State universities in different 
cities. 

7. Annamalai University, Anna- 
malainagar (Correspondence). 

Personality Traits 

As is evident fitom the above, a PR 
practitioner must have an extrovert, 
outgoing personality. He must have 
contacts with the media and be willing to 
use fiiem. Such contacts are developed 
through parties, sending gifts both in cash 
and 1^. One must, be a go-gettet It is 
said that excessive PR has eroded the 
indepen4ence of newspapers and TV 
chamieis, which often use news items 
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whicli have no rdevance. This has been 
the negative aspect of the PR job. 

One must have excellent' 
conununication skills, both spoken and 
written. Press notes and handouts have to 
be prepared; and information given out 
that is both understandable and 
: interesting. An organising ability is 
required too, as one may have to organise 
press conferences, lectures, exhibitions 
and events. 

Some other personality traits that a 
person must have are resilience and the 
ability to work under pressure. 
Sometimes it may be frustrating too if 
people do not turn up fpr the event or 
exhibition fiiat you may have organised. 
A major source of worry will be if 
newspapers do not carry your press 
releases or if a journalist does not cover 
the events. An aspirant for a PR job must 
keep all this in mind and be aware of the 
shortcomings of the job too. However, 
one quickly learns the rules of the 
profession and will get to know what will 
work and what will not. 

Above all, a PR practitioner must be 
able to handle the client Often, clients 
yvant good things written about them 
without actually doing anything. It must 
be remembered that PR cannot create a 
good impression on its basis alone: an 
organisation should actually be doing 
good 90% of the time and talk about it for 
only 10% of the time. Sometimes, people 
will want to be featured on the media with 
very little work and this creates a problem 
for the PR professional. The solution to 
this is to keep the PR department as part 
of the business activity of the organisation 
so that there is a holistic approach to the 
process. 

Finally, it may be said that a career 
in PR is a promising one, given file fact 
that more and more organisations are 
realising its importance.' But the best- 
approach is to assess oile's personality 
too and see whether one can fit in or not. 
Effective PR is a lot of hard Work; after 
all, changing mindsets fit tiof inmy ta^ 
When things go wrong, ft is the PR 
department wHitdi must handle .the 
negative publicity and try to create a 
favourable impression. This is not only 
difficoft but very challienging too. 
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Business GK 


1. Which bank is taking over Bank of 
America's retail division in India after it 
had decided to quit the retail baidcing busi¬ 
ness? 

tt) Citibank 

b) ABN Amro 

c) ICICI 

d) GE Capital 

2. The brand 'Slice' is owned by: 

a) Coca Cola 

b) ThumsUp 

c) Cadbury Schweppes 

d) Pepsi 

3. Bombay Dyeing has tied up with 
which foreign company to start an insur¬ 
ance company in India? 

a) General Accident of UK 

b) Standard Life of UK 

c) Q^ofUS 

d) MetLifeofUK 

4. Which advertising agency has won 
the maximum number of awards for cre¬ 
ativity in the past year? 

a) Mudra 

b) HTA 

c) O&M 

d) Rediffusion 

5. What is India's rank among 160 
countries in the Heritage ratings of eco¬ 
nomic freedom, showing how free the 
country is for doii^ business? 

a) 100 

b) 120 

c) 140 

d) 160 

6. The president of which of foe fol¬ 
lowing stock exchanges was dismissed by 
SEBI in March, 1999, foe first time this has 
happened, on charges of failure to check 
price manipulations and of being partial 
to some brokers? 

a) Bombay Stock Exchange 

b) Calcutta Stock Exchange 

c) Natioruil Stock Exchan^ 

d) Madras Stock Exchange 

7. The Reserve Bank of India has re¬ 
duced foe Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) wifo 


effect from May 8,1999, in the credit policy 
for foe current year. What is the new CRR? 

а) 9.5% 

б ) 10 % 

c) 10.5% 

d) ll% 

8. The estimated wealfo of Microsoft 
chairman Bill Gates crossed what level in 
April, 1999? 

a) $100 million 

b) SlOObiiUon 

c) $200 million 

d) $200 billion 

9. The Nitish Sengupta Committee, 
which submitted its report recently, was 
set up for which of the following pur¬ 
pose? 

fl) Banking sector reforms 

b) To suggest ways of privatising m- 
surance 

c) For making a telecom policy 

d) To restructure State-owned oil com¬ 
panies 

10. Which anlines has started a price 
war in foe Indian market by announcing 
reduction in fares on various sectors? 

a) Sahara Airlines 

b) Jet Airlines 

c) Indian Airlines 

d) Alliance 

11. What is India's rank in competi¬ 
tiveness in a list of 47 countries, given by 
International Management Development 
(IMD), Switzerland? 

fl) 37 

b) 39 

c) 43 

d) 45 

12. The new tetrapack flavoured milk 
brand, 'Zip Sip' has been launched by 
which of foe following companies? 

fl) Amul 

b) Godrej 

c) Britannia 

d) Vadilai 

13. Based on turnover, whidi is the 
world's biggest telecom company? 
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fl) Deutsche Telecom * 

b) BellAtiantic 

c) British Telecom 

d) Nippon Telecom 

H. What is Alta Vista? 

fl) The name of a mountain 

b) A Swiss company 

c) An Internet search engine 

(0 A new computer launched for the 
Internet 

15. Which company has the punchline, 
"BetterAnswers"? 

fl) Compaq 

b) IBM 

c) Apple 

d) HCL 

16. The contact lens brand "Acuvue" 
belongs to which company? 

fl) Ray Bans 

b) Ciba-Geigy 

c) Novartis 

d) Johnson & Johnson 

17. According to World Bank statis¬ 
tics, what is foe rank of India's economy in 
the world in terms of Purchasing Power 
Parity (PPP)? 

fl) third 

b) fourth 

c) fiffo 

d) sevenfo 

18. Which company has bought the 
"Mediker" brand of anti-lice treatment 
shampoo? 

fl) P&G 

b) Mexico Industries Ltd 

c) HLL 

<0 Godrej 

19. Which business tycoon's auto¬ 
biography is named "The Days of my 
Years"? 

fl) JRDTkta 

b) HPN^a 

c) Rahul Bajaj 

lOLalaSriram 

Q. No. 20>24! Givni below are dc* 
•criptioiM of brands followed by the rj 
names of the brand names. Tbn have to 
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match the descriptions with the brand 
names. 

20. Speannint, Doublemint and Juicy 
Fniit are ^ parts of the same brand. Name 
the brand. 

21. Name the world's best-selling word- 
game, created in the 1930s, which even 
comes in braille and con^uter versions? 

22. It started with anti-sepbc dress¬ 
ings for wounds but is now a leading com¬ 
pany in healthcare, hygiene and baby care 
products. Name the brand 

23. Name the brand which sells cos¬ 
metics to women, for women and by 
women^ 

24. Name the world's best known 
brand in textiles, owned by Du Pont 

Answer choices 

a) Johnson and Johnson 

b) Onflame 

c) Scrabble 

d) Wrigley's 

e) Lycra 

25 The company, founded by Jeffry 
P. Bezos, is said to be the biggest retail 
network on the Internet and has the 
punchline, "the earth's biggest bookstore" 
Name the company 

a) Barnes and Nd?le 

b) bluemountamcom 

c) amazon com 

d) Penguin books 

26 Which is die world's largest com¬ 
puter game manufacturer? 

a) Sony 

b) Nintendo 

c) Sega 

d) Media 

27. Recently, an Indian was named as 
die Chief Executive of US Airways and 

> became the first Indian to head a major 
American airline. Name the person. 

a) RakeshGangwal 

b) C.K.Prahlad 

c) SumantraChosal 

d) Ramesh Hiralal 

28. Who is known for giving the con¬ 
cept of "marketing myopia", whkh says diat 
the main purpose of companies should be 
to satisfy customers rather dun producing 
goods? 

a) AlRks 

b) Philip Koder 

c) Peter Drucker 

<0 Theodore Levitt 


29. The nationals of which country 
have won the maximum number of Nobel 
prizes tiU date (more than 200)? 

a) Germany 

b) En^and 

c) USA 

d) Russia 

30 What is "Near Money"^ 

0 ) Money which is kept near the 
company's premises 

b) Things which can be converted into 
cash quickly 

c) Assets which can fetch good pnces 

d) Money which IS used m day-to-day 
busmess 

31. Which of the following could be 
said to be die mam reason why people are 
not buying things, resulting m slowdown 
of the economy? 

0 ) People do not have the buying 
power 

b) People are not unpressed with the 
new products 

c) People have lost great wealth m die 
stock market 

d) People are delaymg buymg deci¬ 
sions because of uncertainty 

32 Which company is offering dis- 
coimts on its products depending on the 
progress ot the Indian team m the World 
Cup Cricket? 

a) Sansui 

b) Aiwa 

c) BPL 

d) LG 

33. Which of the following conqiames 
has not based its advertismg on the World 
Cup Cricket so far? 

a) lata 

b) Rasna 

c) Hero Honda 

d) Emirates 

34. Which bank is selling gold me¬ 
dallions featuring Sachin Tenduil^ m col¬ 
laboration with Societe Generate, for the 
World Cup? 

0 ) I^g Kong Bank 

b) State Bank of India 

c) Corporation Bank 

i) Gtibank 

What is the estimated cost of a 30- 
second spot to advertise on Star Sports- 
ESPN duririg die World Cup matches? 

a) Rs 5.15 lakh 

b) Rs4J01akh 
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c) Rs 3.95 lakh 

d) Rs 3.15 lakh 

36. Which car manufacturer has been 
thrown off gear as a consequence of die 
Supreme Court order that vehicles can be 
registered in Delhi only if they confirm to 
Euro I norms? 

a) Ambassador 

b) Maruti 

c) Fiat 

<0 Honda 

37. What are killer bees? 

tt) PR firms and bankers eoqiloyed by 
a company to fold off a takeover bid 

b) Firms which find targets for take¬ 
over bids 

c) People employed by a company to 
recover dues 

(f) Deals which result in losses for die 
company 

38 Name Ae cola dnnk marketed by 
Cadbury Schweppes; 

0 ) Canada Dry 

b) Cadbury's 

c) Sport Cola 

d) Slice 

39 Which brand of football is used by 
Shah Rukh Khan m 'Kuch Kuch Hota Hai'? 

o) Bandy's 

b) Cosco 

c) MRF 

d) Sports 

40 Which of the foUowmg will a 
"clean balance sheet" NOT have? 

a) Assets 

b) Liabilities 

c) Loss 

d) Debt instruments 


ANSWERS 


1 (b) 

2 (d) 

3 (a) 

4 (c) 

5. (b) 

6. {«) 

7. (b) 

8. (b) 

9 (d) 

10 (0) 

11 (b) 

12. (c) 

13 (d) 

14. (c) 

15. (a) 

16 (d) 

17. (a) 

18. (c) 

19. (b) 


21. (c) 

22 (0) 

23. (b) 

24. te) 

25 (c) 

26. (b) 

27.(0) 

28 (d) 

29. (c) 

mmm 

31(d) 

32. (b) 

33. (0) 

34. (c) 

35. (d) 

36 (b) 

37. (a) 

40. (d) 

38. (c) 

39. (b) 
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This featun alerts our readers about forthcoming examinations and 
opportunities. Institutes should send us information vxll in advance to be 
included here. Readers are advised to assess their own suitability and that 
of the institute before applying—this feature is not a recommendation of 
any course or institute. 

ArchltMtun 

Baehalor’t programmtt In Afchitoctur* (5 years), Planning (4 

yasra)—Eligibility; Class 12 with minimum 60% marks. Written test; July 
11*13,1999. Last date; June 3,1999. Apply to; School of Planning and 
Architecture, 4 Block B, Indraprastha Estate, New Delhi • 110 002 with a 
OD for Rs 400. 

Computers 

1. Master In Computer Applications (MCA)—Eligibility; Graduation 
In any discipline with minimum 50% marks. Written test; July 4,1999. Last 
date; June 10,1999. Apply to; Head, Department of Computer Science, 
University of Jammu, Jammu with a DD for Rs 100 and a s a.s.e. of 
19x27cm with stamps of Rs 25. 

2. Master In Computer Applications (MCA)—EKgibiltty; Graduation 
with minimum 50% marks. Test, GD and Interview on June 20,1999. Last 
date;June12,1999. Apply to; Institute of Business Management and Research, 
MIDC Block C, Chinchwad, Pune • 411 019 with a DD for Rs 350. 

Corraspondence Courses 

1. OlplonHis in Business, Marketing, Human Resource, Finance 
and International Tirade Management—Eligibility; Graduation or3*year 
diploma holders in Engineering or Technology. Last date; July 30,1999. 
Apply to; Narsee Mon]ee Institute of Management Studies, VL Mehta 
Road, Vile Parle (West), Mumbai • 400 056. 

2. IQNOU Courses (Master’s, Bachelor's, PG Diplomas and 
Certificate CourMS in a wide variety of sublects)—Last date; August 
9,1999. Prospectus can be obtained from Regional Centres or write to; 
Diret^r (SR&E), fGNOU, Maidan Garhl, New Delhi * 110 068 with a DD 
for Rs 50. Website; www.tgnou.edu. 

Energy and Environment 

M.Tech In Energy Management and M.Phll In Energy and 
Environment—Eligibility for M.Tech: BE/B.Tech/M.Sc (Physios) with 
minimum 55% marks. Scholarship; Rs 2500 pm for GATE students. 
Eligibility for M.Phil; Post graduate in science or engineering with minimum 
55% marks. Intanriew; 5/10 July for M.Tech and 15 July for M.Phit. Last 
date: June 21,1999. Apply to; School of Energy and Environmental Studies, 
Faculty of Engineering Sciences, Devi Ahllya University, Khandwa Road 
Campus, Indore • 452 001 with a OD for M100. 

Hotel Managsment 

Bechelor’s degree In Hotel Management (4 )feere)-Eifgfblllty; 
Clasa 12 with minimum 50% marks. Merit list for Interviews will be prepared 
on the basis of marks secured in class 10 and 12. Last date; June 15, 
1991. Apply to: Principal, Welcomgroup Graduate School of Hotel 


Administration, Valley View, Manipal - 576 119 with a DO for As 250. 
Law 

1 . LL.B/LL.M— Eligibility; For LL.B: graduate/post graduate with 45% 
marks. For LL M; LL.B with 50% marks. Written test; July 4,1999 for LL.B 
and July 11,1999 for LL.M. Last date; June 11,1999. Apply to; Convener 
Admission Committee, Faculty of Law, University of Delhi, Delhi • 110 007 
with a DO for Rs 125. 

2. Master of Labour Laws and Personnel Management (MLPM)— 

Eligibility; Law graduate of PG with labour law. Wntten test; June 13,1999. 
Last date; June 5,1999. Apply to: Director MLPM Programme, Faculty of 
Law, Lucknow University, Lucknow with a DD for Rs 100. 

Management 

1. Master of Business Administration (Agribusiness) 
Programme— Eligibility: Graduation with minimum 55% marks. Wntten 
test; July 10,1999. Last date: June 30,1999. Apply to; Or Y.S. Parmar 
University of Horbculture and Forestry, Naum, Solan • 173 230'with a DD 
for Rs 500. 

2. Master of International Business (MIB • 2 years) and Diploma 
in International Business (DIB • 1 year)— Eligibility: Graduation with 
minimum 48% marks for MIB and 45% marks for DIB. Wntten test; July 18, 
1999. Last date: July 1,1999. Apply to: Course Director MIB Programme, 
Department of Banking and Business Economics CCMS, M.L. Sukhadia 
University, Udaipur - 313 001 with a DO for Rs 175. 

3. Master of International Business (MIB), MarketingTechnology 
(MMT), Finance Control (MFC), Tourism Management (MTM) and 
Business Economics (MBE)— Eligibility: Graduation with minimum 50% 
marks. Last date; June 8,1999 for MIB, MMT and MFC; July 5,1999 for 
MTM and MBE. Apply to; Manager Printing and Publishing, Kurukshetra 
University, Kurukshetra with a DD for 525. 

Marine Engineering 

1. Diploma in Marine Engineering— Eligibility; Class 12 with 60% 
marks in PCM and 50% marks In English. Selection on basis of academic 
performance and group discussion and Interview. Last date: June 20,1999. 
Apply to: Tolani Maritime Institute, Sharada Centra, 11/1 off Karve Road, 
Erandawane, Pune > 411 004 with a OD for Rs 200. 

2. Diploma In Marine Ent^nearlng (2% yeare), Nautical Science 
(3% years)—Eligibility: Class 12 with PCM with minimum 65% marks. Last 
date:June 15,1999. Apply to; Academy of Maritime Education andTraining, 
3*5, Ambedkar Street, Gandhi Nagar, Saligramam, Chennai • 600 093 with 
a DO for Rs 100 In favour Director, AMET. 

Boeiai Servlee 

B Jc. (Hone) In Phyeloal/Oeoupatlonal Therapy (3% yeare)- 
EllglbSIty: Clam 12 and 60% marica fo PCB and English} and age 17 years 
as on 1.1.99. Last date: June 4,1999. Apply to; Institute (or the Phystoally 
Handicapped (University of Delhi), 4 VMrw DIgamber Maig, ftfow Delhi • 
110 002 with a DD tor Ra 325. 
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Descriptive Ouestiens 


Relief to street kids 

Q. Stt^Bt three effective measures 
to provide relief to street children. Say 
how the steps suggested by you would 
be effective and result-oriented. 

Ans. Of the numy causes that force 
children to become homeless, poverty and 
population are the most palpable ones. 
Such children as such are forced to earn 
their livelihood by doing all sorts of odd 
)obs, many a times even hazardous ones. 
The employers, both big and small, can be 
persuaded, and if need be, even 
pressurises mto providing shelter, non- 
formal education and entertainment to tlie 
working children. This can mitigate th^ 
sub-standard existence to some extent. 

The daily needs of street children can 
be made good under various schema, 
sponsored or financed by State 
governments. Effective anangements for 
their shelter, nutrition, health care, 
sanitation and hygiene, safe drinking 
water, education and recreational facilities 
can be made. The programmes to be 
undertaken can include guidance and 
referral services to destitute and neglected 
children, non-fonnal education aimed at 
imparting literacy and life education and 
programmes for reintegration of children 
with their families. 

Most of the children, who run away 
from homes due to adverse 
circumstances, mostly take riielter on the 
railway stations, foot-paths, etc. With 
protective hands and parental patronage 
having disappeared from their lives, they 
become the most vulnerable victims of 
all forms of abuses at the hands of their 
senior/elder peers. The dangers of 
diseases like AIDS, HW and STD, besides 
tuberculosis, afflicting such homeless 
street childiw are real and rigorous. It is 
here that both &ate governments Iii4 
social organisations can play an 
important role. 


Subsidised higher education 
versus Univeiw Elementary 
Education 

Q. Some thinking persons strongly 
feel that in order to achieve the goal of 
Universal Elementary Education, 
subsidies on higher education should be 
withdrawn or drastically cut. Give two 
arguments in Favour and two Against the 
proposal. 

Arguments in Favour of the 
proposition 

1 It is a matter of shame and shock 
to see the goal of Universal Elementary 
Education, that should have been achieved 
after ten years of Constitution's operation 
in 1950, remaiiu a pipe dream even after 
fifty years of independence lhatwehave 
the largest number of illiterates is not a 
matter of figures only but a frightening 
fact. Who can deny foat higher education, 
both liberal as weU as techmeal, has been 
pampered -with subsidies whereas 
elementary education made to starve and 
suffer. ITie ghost of mass iUiteracy among 
children is a nightmare that stares us m 
the face and our failure on this front is too 
ignominious to be ignored. 

2. Who is not aware that in the midst 
of vast illiteracy and ignorance, we have 
provided highly subsidised higher 
education to those who have preferred the 
greener pastures away from the national 
shores and thus deprived the really 
deserving children of fiieir fundamental 
right to free elementary education? Are 
we going to enter the New Millennium 
wiffi the pampered and privileged elite 
on the one si^ and the most neglected 
and needy on the other, making the hiatus 
between the two acutely abject and 
awkward? the bud^ allocations 
for education are sprinkling every passing 
day, it is die cryir% need of the hour to 


drastically, if not completely, cut sidxndies 
on higher education and cater to the 
mterests of those for whom universal 
elementary education is a dream come true 
someday 

Arguments Against the proposal 

1. The advocates of the proposal 
seem to have been swayed more by 
emotions than by the ground realities. The 
policy of robbing Peter (Higher Education) 
and enriching Paul (Elementary 
Education) is both myopic as well as 
morbid. If die policy-makers and planners 
have erred to fully realise the goal of 
universal elementary education all diese 
years, it does not mean that we shouki 
punish hl^er education and deprive it of 
its rightful claims on the national 
exchequer. In a world of cut-throat 
competition, we cannot afflird to starve 
institutions of higher learning and 
research of fuhds. If that happens, it will 
be a sad day for h^er education in India. 

2. With due consideration to the 
opinion of some right thinking persons, 
the fact of the matter should not be 
overlooked that all foose who go abroad 
for better jobs and more lucrative avenues, 
also serve the country by remitting hard 
earned dollars and thus provide cushion 
to the foreign exchange reserves. Had they 
stayed on, diey would have sulked here 
for very obvious reasons. If they have 
received subsidised hij^er education, we 
should not grudge. Rather, we should 
adopt all possible means and create strtmg 
public opinion m favour of mudi more 
allocations for elementary education 
without, in any way, sacrificing the 
laudable role of higher education in our 
national life. 


Q. If all tjqres of taxes are abolished. 


Abolition of taxos 
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what would happen? Give three 
important consequences if such a 
development takes place in all nation* 
States of the world. 

Ans. Taxes, both direct as well as 
indirect, are the chief source of income or 
revenue for all forms of governments. 
With taxes filling the coffers of nation¬ 
states, both big and small, most of the State 
activities, administrative and welfare 
measures are carried out in accordance 
with the requirements or needs of the 
people at large, and in consonance with 
the ^irit of their constitutions. Ever since 
* the establishment of governments, 
whether elected or otherwise, the practice 
of imposing taxes on persons, go^s and 
services has been a part and parcel of each 
country's policy. Being a very vital and 
vigorous source of income, the revenues 
dtus collected go in maintaining armed 
forces, law enforcing agencies, 
bureaucratic set-up, and, above all, in 
providing and ensuring an uninterrupted 
supply of essential social services. The role 
of law, maintenance of peace and harmony, 
creation of congenial atmosphere for 
productive activities are possible only 
when the State has enough resources. If 
for some inexplicable reason, the taxes arc 
abolished by all goveriunents under the 
suit, the following consequences will take 
place; 

With the abolition of all types of taxes, 
the tax-payers will find the going pleasant 
and ecstatic, but for most countries the 
move will push them to the brink of 
bankruptcy and hence towards the worst 
financial crisis, lill such time altenuitive 
sources of income are generated and 
revenue losses due to abolition of taxes 
are made good, nation-States ail over die 
world will find themselves in the most 
unenviable situation. Easier said than 
done, the fall out of the misadventure will 
mean a near collapse of the established 
order, resulting in colossal socio-economic | 
and political problems of monumental 
magnitude. 

In the event of State coffers going 
empty due to the abolition of taxes, 
financial emergency may have to be 
declared by most nation-States. Wages 
may frozen or even slashed and 
letnnchiaent of government staff, both 


civil and armed forces, may be resorted to 
on a large-scale. When such a situation 
happens, anti-social elements, in 
connivance with the enemies of the 
country, may pose threats to the very 
survival of social order and sovereign^ I 
of the concerned or affected country. Wim 
massive retrenchment followed by nil 
chances of employment for the youth, the 
resultant scenario will be anything but 
comfortable and coherent in the initial 
stages. 

All developmental works will come 
to a grinding halt Social services like 
education, health care, transport, old age 
pensions, and the like, will be most 
adversely affected. The options to generate 
or create fresh avenues of income and 
revenue on the part of most governments 
the world over, will not be a cake walk. 
Even if the governments decide to enter 
business or start industries to make good 
the losses on account of the abolition of 
taxes, the dilemma of finding sufficient 
funds to undertake new enteiprises will 
be both daunting and debilitating. 

'Might is right' 

Q. The axiom ‘Might is right' rules 
the roost in all ages and among all 
communities or social creatures. State 
your views on the statement and 
substantiate the statement with your 
knowledge, reading and historical 
studies. 

Ans. The dictum 'might is right' has 
been the obsession of those who believe 
in bullying tactics and use of force to carry 
the day. 'Power corrupts and absolute 
power corrupts absolutely', is as true of 
today's situation as it might have been in 
the past. Persuasion may be the tool of 
those who consider life a compromise over 
conflict, conciliation over confrontation. 
Human history, whether describing 
warring nations or communities, social or 
ethnic groups or individuals, is replete 
with examples where the survival of the 
fittest had been the rule rather than an 
exception. Bigger fish devouring the 
smaller one, the more powerful 
subjugating the weaker one, and the more 
cunning outmanoeuvring the siitqile and 
strai^tfor^aid one—these an die stark 
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realities of life. Our passions and 
proclivities are generally moved mote by 
the momentiun of physical prowess or 
agility than by the cimviction of mind. It 
was said for notiiing that of all the brute 
animals, man continues to be the most 
merciless and blood-thirsty. With no holds- 
barred, human beings, whatever be their 
calling or profession, position or Stature, 
are over-tempted to jump tiie queue to 
have their way. 

The likes of Alexander, Chengez 
Khan, Hitler, etc brought nothing but 
misery and morbidity tor mankind, simply 
because they were driven by the blinding 
glare of their sword or gun power rather 
than by the power of their discretion, 

I debate or discussion. Human beings, by 
nature, are thrilled by violence and that is 
why there is so much violence, blood-shed 
and gory events taking place every now 
and then. 

For those who are determined to 
impose their decision on others, morality, 
pi^Uc opinion or even the sanction of an 
established institution or organisation is 
irrelevant. In order to settle personal scores 
and prove the superiority of might over 
right, wrong over righteousness, the 
flouting of idl propriety and principles 
come handy. 
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General Studies Scene 


4 : The State of Jaimnu and Kashmir enjoys a special 
status in India. Give historic background, subsequent 
developments and constitutional position of this State m-a- 
vts the Union Government 

Ans. The State of Janunu and Kashmir G & K) enjoys a special 
status under the Indian Constitution. Although it is included in 
the list of the Union, yet the provisions of Article 370 provides it 
a special position in as much as all the provisions of the 
Constitution relating to the States are not applicable to J & K. 

As per the Indian Independence Act of 1W7, all the princely 
States could sign an mstrument of accession in favour of either 
India or Pakistan to become part of that particular country On 
October 26,1947, after the State of J & K, ruled by Maharaja Hari 
Singh, was attacked by Azad Kashmir Forces witih the support of 
Pakistan, Maharaja sought the help of Indian Government after 
signing the Instrument of Accession iA favour of India and was 
included in Part-B of First Schedule of the Constitution. But 
having regard to the special circumstances, all provisions of die 
Constitution applicable to Part-B States were not made applicable 
to J & K and it was decided that the State would have a separate 
Constitution of its own, which was formally inserted in the form 
of Article 370 of the Constitution. Till the time a separate 
Constitution was enforced through the Constitution Order of 

1950, the Union Government was conqietent to make laws only 
on three subjects of Defence, Foreign Affairs and 
Commuhications. Subsequently, Constitution order of 1954 was 
issued, which was later amend^ in 1963,1964,1965,1966,1972, 
1974 and 1986. In the meanwhile, a sovereign Constituent 
Assembly was elected which met for the first tune on October 31, 

1951. The Drafting Committee of the Constituent Assembly of 
J & K presented die Draft Constitution in 1957, which was adopted 
on November 17, 1957 and was givai effect from January 26, 
1957. Thus, the State acquired the distinction of having a separate 
Constitution for the administration of the State, in place of Part- 
IV of die Constitution relating to the administration of other 
States. 

Main provisions of die Constitutuxi of ] & K are that the 
State is an integral part of hidia and coaqirises all territories 
which on August 15,1947 were under the sovereignty of the then 
ruler of the ^te. The permanent residents the State of J & K 
ate citizens of Indja and have all the rights guaranteed to them 
under the Constitution (rf India. As in case of other States, the 
executive power of the State is vested in Governor, who is 
appointed by the President of India j^uch mcecutive power is 
exercised by die Governor widi the qdvice of the Coundi of 
Ministem, Thue are two Houses of li^latuie. High Court of 
J & K is govemed udder rimilar provisions ajqiliable to the 


other States, with its judges to be appointed by the President 
of India after consultations with toe Chief Justice of India. 
There is a public service commission for the State. Official 
language of toe State is Urdu, but English continues to be 
used for all official purposes. The State Constitution can be 
amended by introducing a Bill in the Legislative Assembly 
and getting it passed by both the Houses by a majority not 
less than 2/3rd of the total membership of that House. But no 
Bill of amendment can be introduced if it seeks to make any 
changes in the provision relating to the relationship of the 
State with the Union 

The separate Constitution of the State gives it a distinct status 
among toe Indian States The Parliament does not have residuary 
powers to legislate in case of the State of J & K. No law pertaining 
to preventive detention in toe State under Article 22 (7) of the 
Constitution can be passed by the Parliament, as this power is 
with State Legislature m respect of J & K. Moreover, the State 
enjoys autonomy in certain matters in which the Parliament 
cannot enact law without the approval of State Legislature. 
Proclamation of emergency made by the President shall have no 
effect in the State, without concurrence of the Government of 
J & K. There is a provision of "Governor's Rule" under Section 
92 of the State Constitution, while "President Rule" under Article 
356 can also be imposed, but the Union has no power to suspend 
the Constitution of the State on ground of failure of the State 
government to comply with the directions given by the Union 
under Article 365 of Indian Constitution No alteration of area or 
boundaries of the State can be made by the Parliament. By 
amendments, the jurisdictions of the Comptroller and Auditor 
General, toe Election Commission and special leave jurisdiction 
of the Supreme Court has been extended to toe State of J & K. 

Q. 2. "Development of Science and Technology determines 
the pace of economic development of a country." In the light 
of above statement, describe the contribution of Science and 
Technology in India towards the economic development in the 
recent years. 

Ans. In the modern-day world, no country can develop at a 
rapid pace unless there is a correspondingdevelopment of Science 
and Technolo^ (S & T) In these days, atomic energy capabilities, 
space research, defence research and technology upgradation, 
oceanography, bio-technology advancement, scientific and 
industrial research and advancement in meteorology play a 
prominent role in ectmomic development of a country. Advent of 
hst Century has necessitated the ni^ for nq>id conqmterisation 
and no country can think of rapkl eccsiomic development without 
making inroads into the late^ tedinology in software as well as 
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hardware development in electronics. Countries like South Korea 
and Japan have developed quickly mainly because of rapid 
development of the electronics industry. Development of S & T 
encompasses almost every activity of a country, including 
industrial development, socio-economic development in sectors 
like health and education, developments in the field of 
agriculture, including those in bio-technology, employment 
generation and manpower planning/development, including 
scientific temper of the people, telecommunications, weather 
forecasting, mining and acquiring international cooperation, etc. 
To that extent, India has been no exception. Even in India, 
deployment of S & T has become an effective instrument of 
growfo. 

The dynamic global and natioital scenario is bound to make 
greater demands on S & T. Policy framework of the country, 
particularly on S & T, has to be geared up to face this demand. 
Such a policy framework also encompasses major strategies 
towards agricultural and industrial development and this, in 
turn, lakes into account overall objectives of new industrial and 
trade policies, besides facing the challenges of international i 
situation. During the recent past, India has made remarkable 
strides in the field of S & T. Nuclear and space science 
technologies, in particular, have made advanced progress. 
Electronics, defence research and application, bio-teclinology and 
agriculture science are a fow other areas where reasonably good 
progress has been made. Three-pronged strategy is being adopted 
by the Government of India in this regard, which includes (a) 
growth in these strategic and vital areas; (b) operationalisation 
of projects or programmes that have been successfully been ^ 
demonstrated; and (c) transfer of technology to other sectors, j 
particularly in the broader production sectors. 

S & T in India is aimed at ensuring that it resulted in 
benefitting large sections of population in the country. 
Efficient management of land, water and energy resources 
being carried out would benefit the large sections of the 
population. Some of the specific programmes include the 
scientific post harvest management of agricultural and 
horticultural produce, water-management, sericulture, 
development of hybrids and high-yielding varieties of seeds 
and fertilizers, etc. Research and development in the industrial 
sector also contributes to the rapid development of the 
economy. With the coming of World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and subsequent amendment of the laws on Patents in 
India, the Industrial Research and Development is likely to 
receive a fillip in the country, bringing down the cost of 
production, improving the quality of industrial products and 
improving the product-competitiveness. With the increasing 
inflow of foreign capital in the country, improved technology 
is likely to benefit the entire economy as such. 

Another area which has seen revolution in S & T is the 
. communications. Beginning with communication satellites, this 
sector has indeed received rapid growth with state-of-the-art 
tedinoiogy entering the country. Advancements made in foe areas 
like water, food, nutrition, health and sanitation, shelter, 
education, energy, clothing, employment etc are also notewbrthy 


in the recent years. Remote sensing, advancements in ocean 
technology, meteorology, bio-techno^gy, super-conductivity etc 
are some other areas. 

Q. 3. Daring foe British Rale, administrative, economic 
and emotional unification of the country took place, unifying 
various parts of foe country after many centuries. What were 
the factors responsible for such unification? , 

Ans. It was under the British domination that the Indian 
nationalism came to its being. After remaining fragmented for 
centuries, the British imperialism and racial arrogance paved the 
way for cultural, emotional, and political unification of India. 
The foundations of Indian nationalism lay in the fact that 
increasingly foe British Rule became foe major cause of India's 
economic backwardness. Government, its machinery and 
instniments like money-lenders and landlords (iMmindm) made 
the common man economically impoverished and politically 
oppressed. During the 19th and early 20th century, foe British 
introduced a uniform and modem system of government 
throughout the country and unified it administratively. 
Introduction of railways and postal and telegraph system assist^ 
such administrative unification. All over the country, people 
realised that they were suffering at the hands of a common 
enemy—the British Rule. 

Spread of modem and western education was one of the 
factors responsible for uniting the Indians. Western thoughts were 
Imbibed, that gave democratic and modern direction to the 
thoughts. English language also became a common language for 
foe country that removed the language barriers across the States. 
Press and literature also played a vital role in this direction. 
During the second half of 19th century, a large number of 
newspapers made their appearance. Indian point of view was 
put-forfo by these newspapers. Exchange of views also could 
take place through the medium of newspapers. In addition, 
literature in foe form of novels, essays and patriotic poetry played 
an important role in uniting foe people of foe country emotionally 
and culturally. All this also assist the Indians to rediscover 
focir past glory. The strength of ancient history, richness of Indian 
culture and inventions in mathematics, astrology and science 
during the ancient days of the counti)' and the sense of pride 
drove most Indians to realise that they belonged to a great 
country. 

An important factor which brought foe Indian from 4 II walks 
of life together was foe tone of racial superiority adi^ted by 
many Englishmen. Whenever an Englishman was involved with 
an Indian in a dispute, foere was always failure of justice as foe 
law was always interpreted in favour of foe former. All fois, 
coupled with racial arrogance, reduced all foe Iq^Jians to the 
rank of second-grade citizots. Ihm were exclusive clubs for 
Europeans and spedal compartments in trains for them. This 
infuriated all the classes of Indians and brought them toother 
emotionally. Ail these factors brought tite Indi^ from all walks 
of life and from all parts of the country togetha emotionally^ 
culturally sad admmistrativdy to unite them as one nation afrn 
several centuries of political fragmentatitm. 
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General Awareness 


The qiu'itioih given below were m'/ in Motor Veindc lnipciloi> 
on-lechnictil) examination held bij Bengal gmvrntneiil in 
ytember 1998. 

We are grateful to Ms Sudipta Ghosh for sending these questions 

1. Which is the port town of the Indus Valley civilisation’ 
(fl) Lothal (b) Kalibangan 

(f) Ropar 
(d) Mohenjodaro 

2 Which Indian ruler conquered Java and Sumatra’ 

(a) Rajaraja Chola I (b) Rajendra Chola I 

(c) Samudragupta (d) Vikramaditya 

3. Choose the correct pair: 

(a) EUora caves—Salas 

(b) Mahabalipuram—Rastrakutas 

(c) Meenakshi temple—Pallava 3 

(d) Kliajuraho—Chandellas 

4. Who were the first kmgs to issue gold coins m India’ l 

(fl) Mauryas (b) Indo-Greeks 

(c) Guptas (d) Kushanas 

5. King Harsha Vardhan was defeated by: 

(a) tlie King of Punjab 

(b) the King of Kamrupa 

(c) the Chalukya ruler of Deccan 

(d) the King of Bengal 

6. The principal patrons of Gandhara Art were: 

(a) Mauryas (b) Satavahanas 

(c) Sakas and Kushanas 

(d) None of the above 

7. Manu Smriti deals with: 

(a) economics (b) politics 

(c) state craft (d) law 

8. The Muslim sdiolar who accompanied Sultan Mahmud 
Ghazni was: 

(a) Ibn Batuta (b) Alberuni 

(c) Amir Khusro (d) Firishta 

9. The famous court historian and poet during die reign of 
bar was; 

(a) Birbal (b) Tulsidas 

(c) Rahim (d) AbulFazl 

10. When the East India Company was set up, India's rider 
s; 

(a) Aurangz^ (b) Akbar 

(c) Jahangir (d) Humayun 

11. Who did ffofpartic^ateiir*th(i revolt of 1^ 

(a) Rani Ufafhadbal fKwgaf Sngh 

(c) Umlya 'Ripe (<0 Nana Saheb 


12 Who .11 (, 0 V Cl nor-Cienorai when llic 1857 revolt broke 
out’ 

(a) Dalhousie (h) Canning 

(f) Curzon (d) Lawrence 

13 The revival ot the Vctlas attributed to. 

{a) Ramaknshna Paramliansa 

(b) Swami Dayananda 

(c) Swami Vivekananda (d) Ramanuja 

14. Raja Rammohan Roy was not connected with: 

(fl) the abolition of sati (h) widow remarriage 

(c) women's education (d) Sanskrit educatiiHi 

15 What IS the International Date Line? 

(fl) It IS the equator 

(b) It IS the 0 degree longitude 

(c) It IS the 90 degrees east longitude 

(d) It is the 180 degrees longitude 

16 The first step taken by the government in the spread of 
modern education was in 

(fl) 1757 (b) 1813 (c) 1854 (d) 1857 

17. The mass ot the earth is about_times of that of 

the moon- 

(fl) 85 (b) 81 (f) 83 (d) 91 

18 Which of the following will never get the vertical rays of 
the sun? 

(fl) Srinagar (b) Mumbai 

(c) Chennai (d) Trivandrum 

19 Tlie standard time of India is- 

(fl) 4 hours ahead of Greenwich time 

(b) 5^ hours ahead of Greenwich time 

(c) 5^ hours behind Greenwich time 

(d) 4-| hoars behind Greenwich time 

20. Which layer of the atmosphere' maintains an almost 
unform temperature? 

(fl) troposphere (b) tropopause 

(c) stratosphere (d) ionosphere 

21. The largest producer of groundnuts is: 

(fl) India (b) Sudan (c) Zaire (d) China 

22. The largest quantity of barley is pr^uced in; 

(fl) India (b) USA (c) Russia (lO China 

23. The largest producer of ^ in die ii«^d is: 

(fl) Chile (b) Russia (c) Japan (d) Norway 

24. The largest producer cd phosphate is: 
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(fl) Mexico {b) USA (c) France (rf) Spain 

25. TTie boundary bclivecn (icrmany and Poland is called 

Ift* 

(a) Hindenberg Line (b) Maginot Line 

(c) Durand Line (d) 17lh Parallel 

26. Trees shed their leaves in winter season to 

(a) conserve heat 

(b) take rest after the summer growth 

(c) conserve water 

(d) escape being eaten by animals 

27. Which of the following has the oldest rocks in the 
untry’ 

(a) the Himalayas (l>) the Aravallis 

(c) the Indo-Gangctic plain (if) the Shivaliks 

28. Which of the following rivers flows through a rift valley’ 

(a) Ganga (b) Narmada 

(c) Brahmaputra (d) Krishna 

29. Which State is the leading producer of maize? 

(n) Punjab (b) Uttar Pradesh 

(c) Kerala (d) Rajasthan 

30. Where arc diamonds mined in India’ 

(a) Golkonda in Andhra Pradesh 

(b) Panna in Madhya Pradesh 

(c) Neyveli in Tamil Nadu (d) Kolar in Karnataka 

31. The Constitution of India came into force on- 

fa) January 26,1950 (b) January 26,1952 

(c) August 16,1948 (d) November 26, 1949 

32. A person can lose citizenship through- 

(a) termination (b) renunciation 

(c) deprivation (d) all of these 

33. Which among the following is not a Fundamental Right’ 

(a) Right to strike 

(b) Right against exploitation 

(c) Right to equality 

(d) Right to freedom of religion 

34. Which one of the following courts is responsible for the 
foicement of Fundamental Rights? 

(a) Supreme Court (b) High Court 

(c) District and Sessions Courts 
(if) Both (a) and (b) 

35. Who was the second President of the Indian Republic’ 

(a) Dr Zakir Hussain (h) Dr Rajcndra Prasad 

(c) V.V. Giri (d) Dr S. ^dhakrishnan 

36. Which President held office for two consecutive terms? 

(a) Dr Rajcndra Prasad (b) Dr S. Radhakrishnan 

(c) Dr 2^kir Hussain (d) Both (a) and (b) 

37. Who decides disputes regarding the election of the \^e- 
»idcnt? 

(a) the Speaker (b) the President 

(c) the Parliament (if) the Supreme Court 

38. A person can be a member of Ae Council of Ministers 
Btout being a member of the Parliament for a maximum period 


(a) one year 
three months 


(b) six memths 
(d) one month 


39. Who allocates portfolios among the ministers? 

(a) the Prime Minister 

(b) the President at his discretion 

(c) the President on the leconunendation of the Prime 
Minister 

(d) the Speaker by draw of lots 

40. The special status of Jammu & Kashmir implies that the 

State has: ^ 

(a) separate defence force 

(b) a separate Constitution 

(c) a separate judiciary 

(d) all of these 

41. Who wrote a book describing the theory of economic 
drain of India during British rule? 

(a) Dadabhai Naoroji {b) Lila Lajpat Rai 

(c) Mahatma Gandhi (d) Jawaharlal Nehru 

42 Unemployment in India is due to; 

(a) poor manpower planning (b) population explosion 

(c) inappropriate educational system 

(d) all of the above 

43 The major emphasis in the First Plan was on 

(a) agriculture (b) industry 

(c) employment generation (d) export promotion 

44. At the time of commencement of the First Plan, India 
was suffering horn: 

(a) refugees' problem (b) food shortage 

(c) rising prices (d) all of the above 

45. The average annual growtli rate of agriculture during 
the Seventh Plan was approximately: 

(a) 2 per cent (b) 4 per cent 

(c) 6 per cent (d) 8 per cent 

46. By the year 1990, the Seventh Plan aimed to reduce the 
deadt-rate per thousand to; 

(a) 10.4 (b) 13.4 

(c) 16.4 (d) 19.4 

47. The Seventh Plan estimated the generation of 
employment during the plan period of the order of (in million 
standard years) 

(a) 40.36 (Ii) 45.36 

(c) 50.36 (d) 55.36 

48. Successful implementation of land reforms ensures: 

(a) growfo with justice (b) growth without 

justice 

(c) justk£ without growth 

(d) neither growth nor justice 

49. Commercial banks 

(a) do not provide finance to agrkiiilture 

(b) provide such finance for short- and nipdium-terms 

(c) provide such finance for long-term 

(d) provide such finance for both (b) and (c) 

50. Wfoch of the following is an indirect tax? 

(a) customs (li) corporation tax 

(c) wealth tax (lO g^ tax 

^ 51. The weight of a body is; 

(a) the same everywhm on the surface of the earth 


ti 




(b) maxinuun at Ae poles 

(c) maximum at the equator 

(d) more on the hills than in the plains 

52. Atmospheric pressure is measured witii a; 

(fl) hydrometer (b) barometer 

(c) hygrometer (d) altimeter 

53 Fish can survive mside a frozen lake because 

(a) fish are warm blooded animals 

(b) hsh hibernate m ice 

(c) water near the bottom does not freeze 

(d) tee IS a good conductor of heat 

54 For a given liquid, the rate of evaporation depends on 
(it) the temperature of the liquid 

(b) the temperature of air 

(c) the surface area of the liquid 
{(/) all these factors 

55 Which of the following electromagnetic waves has the 
longest wavelength’ 

(a) ultra-violet (b) light rays 

(c) gamma rays (rf) infrared 

56 A lunar eclipse occurs when | 

(a) the sun, the moon and the earth are not in the same ' 
Ime 

(b) the moon comes between the sun and the earth 

(c) the earth comes between the sun and the moon 

(d) the sun comes between the earth and the moon 

57 If there were no atmosphere, the length of the day would 

{<?) decrease (b) remam unaffected 

(c) increase (d) be almost half 

58 Planets do not twinkle because 

(a) they emit light continuously 

(b) they are luminous'sourccs of light 

(c) they are nearer to us and therefore their light does not 
pass through the atmosphere 

(d) they are nearer to us and therefore mmor variations 
in their mtensity are not noticeable 

59 The planet closest to the sun is 

(a) Mercury (b) Venus 

(c) Earth (d) Mars 

60 Which of the following has equal periods ot rotation 
and revolution’ 

(a) the Moon (b) Mercury 

(c) Venus (d) Uranus 

61. Common salt is obtained from sea water by the process 
of: 

(a) sublimation (b) evaporation 

(c) crystallisation (d) filtration 

$2. Diamond is chemically. 

(a) a mixture of metal carbonates 

(b) pure carbon 

(c) apurefiwmofsand 

(d) 4 mixture of calcium and d^gnesium ];diosphates 
63. \^n^Br k addk in nature dtfo fo the presence of: 

(a) cit& acid (b) stdphuric acid 

(c) Hydrochlreic ackt (d) acetic add 


64 The element present in the largest amounts in rodcs and 
mmerais is 

(a) silicon (b) carbon 

(c) hydrogen (d) gold 

65 Pure alcohol can be easily obtamed from wine by the 
process of 

(a) crystalhsation (b) distillation 

(c) cracking (d) oxidation 

66 Camphor can easily be punfied by the process of: 

(a) sublimahon (b) distillation 

(c) crystallisation (d) sedimentation 

67 Artificially, gasoline is prepared by an industrial process 
known as 

(a) Sabaher and Sendren's process 

(b) Fnedel-Crafts reaction 

(c) Fischer-Tropsch process 
{<0 Haber's process 

68 The best way of steniismg a hypodermic syringe for 
mjectmg medicine is by 

(a) keeping it in alcohol for some time 

(b) clcanmg it with an alcohol-water mixture 

(c) boiling it in water 

(d) boilmg it in water in a pressure cooker 

69 DDT IS the name of a chemical that can be used as a/an 

(d) antiseptic (b) insecticide 

(i) antibiotic (d) fertilizer 

70 The disease caused due to the deficiency of vitamin D 
m the diet is 

(fl) Scurvy (b) Ben-Ben 

(c) Rickets (d) Night blindness 

71 The Oscar Award tor the best film for the year 1998 was 
won by 

(fl) Fugitive (b) Jurassic Park 

(c) Star War Saga (d) Titanic 

72 Hashish is obtamed from a plant From which part erf 
the plant is it obtamed’ 

(fl) leaves (b) stem 

fr) exudate from leaves and female inflorescences 

(</) exudate from stem and male mflorescence 

73 What should be given to an athlete for instant energy’ 

(fl) carbohydrates (b) protein 

(t) fat (d) vitamin 

74 The universal recipient blood group is; 

(fl) A (b) B (c) AB (d) 0 

75 What IS responsible for diphtheria and influenza? 

(fl) virus and bacteria respectively 

(b) bacteria and virus respectively 

(c) becteria 

(d) water pollution 

76 Which of the following States is flie largest producer of 
coffee in India? 

(fl) Karnataka (b) Kerala 

(c) Orissa (d) West Bengal 

f77 The maximum height that a tea plant can attain in nature 
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(fl) 5 feet (h) 15 feet 

(c) 30 feet (rf) more than 40 feet 

78. The most important stimulant in tea Jca\rb is: 

(fl) brucine (ii) caffeine 

(f) phenylalanine (rf) thcinc 

79 . Human T-ccll leukemia virus (HTI. V-III) is known (o 
cause* 

(rt) blood cancer (/») AIDS 

(r) cerebral haomorrhaf'c (i/) hepalilis 

80. Opium is a plant product oblaineti from 

(fl) dried leaves (b) dried latex 

(f) roots ((/) stem baik 

81. Jayadeva's Gita Govinda is asbocuited with 

(fl) Odissi (b) Clihau 

(c) Krishanattam (i/) Bharatanatyam 

82. Which of the following books was written by I’l 
Jawaharlal Nehru’ 

(fl) My Experiments with Truth 
(|i) Discovery of India 
(r) India Wins I’rccdom 
(</) Freedom at Midnight 

83. Which of the following book . author pair is incorrect 
(fl) Mitakshara ; Vijneswara 

(h) Rajatarangini: Kalhana 
(c) Panchatantra : Vishnu Sharma 
(rf) Vasavadatta : Visakhadalta 

84. Who is the author of the book "Great Expectations" 

(fl) Bertrand Russell (b) Charlotte 

Bronte 

(c) Charles Dickens (d) Emile Zola 

85. "The Time Machine" is written by 

(fl) Henry James (b) Immanuel Kant 

(c) Jane Austen (.OHG. Wells 

86. Who was the Chairman of the Drafting Committee of 
the Constilution? 

(fl) J.B. Kripalani (b) Rajendra Prasad 

(c) J.L Nehru (d) B.R. Ambedkar 

87. What was the ultimate goal of Gandhi's Salt Salyagraha? 
(fl) Repeal of salt laws 

(b) Curtailment of Government's power on arbitrary 

(c) Economic relief to the common people 

(d) Puma Swaraj for India 

88. The Rowlatt Act was passed during the Viceroyalty of- 

(fl) Harding II (b) Chelmsfonl 

(c) Reading (d) Minto TI 

■5>89. Who of the following attended alt the three Round Table 
Conferences? 

(fl) B.R. Ambedkar (b) M.M. Malaviya 

(c) Vallabhbhai Patel (d) None of these 

90. 'Do or die' was one of the most powerful slogans of 
India's freedom struggle. Who gave it? 

(fl) Gandhi (&) J.L. Nehru 
‘ (e) B.G. Tiiak (d) Subhash Chandra Bose 

91. Wnter Olympics in 2002 is sdieduled to be held-al: 


(fl) Salt Like City, West-Central USA 

(b) Oslo, Norway 

(c) St Moritz, Switzerland 

(d) Ghamonis, France 

92 Uday Shankar is the father of: 


(|i) Dara Shikoh 
(d) Akbar 


(1) Modern Dance (2) Riwi Shankar 

(3) Ananda Shankar (4) Mamta Shankar 
(fl) All .ire correct (b) All are incorrejt 

(t) (1) and (4) are correct 
(d) (1), (3) and (4) arc correct 
91 Pansen lived in the court of: 

(fl) Humayun (h) Dara Shikoh 

(c) Bahiidiir Shah Zafar (d) Akbar 

94 In which t)lympic Games did India win its last gold 
med.ll in hockey’ 

(fl) 1964 at Tokyo (h) 1972 at Munich 

(i) 1980 at Moscow (d) 1968 at Mexico City 

91 Match the following columns: 

Col. I Col. II 

I UsUd Vilayat Khan 1. Sarod 

II Ustad /\mjad Ali Klian 2. Shchnai 

111. Ustad Bismillah Khan 3 Dhrupad 

IV Ustad Nazir Zahiruddin D.igar 4. Sitar 

(1) (ID (HI) (IV) 

(fl) 2 3 14 

{b) 4 12 3 

(c) 3 4 12 

(d) 4 13 2 


Col. II 

1. Sarod 

2. Shchnai 
3 Dhrupad 
4. Sitar 

(IV) 

4 

3 

2 

2 


ANSWERS 


(rt) 2. (fl) 

Ellora caves—Rastrakulas 
Mah.ibalipuram—Pallavas 
Meenakshi temple—Sakas 



KJi, 

iijuraho—Chnndellas 







4. 

(«) 

5. (c) 

6. (c) 

7. 

id) 

8. 

w 

9. 

id) 

10. 

(c) 

11. (b) 

12. (h) 

13. 

ib) 

14, 

id) 

15. 

id) 

16. 

{b) (bu Charter Act of 1813) 







17. 

(b) 

18. (fl) 

19. ib) 

20. 

ic) 

21. 

(fl) 

22. 

ib) 

23. 

(d) 

24. (h) 

25. (fl) 

26. 

ic) 

27. 

ib) 

28. 

ib) 

29. 

(b) 

30. (d) 

31. (fl) 

32. 

id) 

33. 

ic) 

34. 

(fl) 

35. 

(d) 

36. (fl) 

37. id) 

38. 

ib) 

39. 

ic) 

40. 

(1») 

41. 

{«) 

42. (d) 

43. (fl) 

44. 

id) 

45. 

ib) 

46. 

(fl) 

47. 

(fl) 

48. (fl) 

49, id) 

50. 

(fl) 

51. 

ib) 

52. 

ib) 

53. 

(c) 

54. (d) 

55. (c) 

56. 

(c) 

57. 

ib) 

58. 

id) 

.59. 

(fl) 

60. (c) 

61. ib) 

62. 

(!•) 

63. 

id) 

64. 

ic) 

65. 

ib) 

66. (fl) 

67, (c) 

68. 

(c) 

69. 

(il) 

70. 

ic) 

71. 

(<0 

72. (c) 

73. (fl) 

74. 

(d) 

75. 

ib) 

76. 

ic.) 

77. 

(fl) 

78. (ii) 

79. ib) 

80. 

il>) 

81. 

ib) 

82. 

ib) 

83. 

(d) Visakhadalta 

is author of Miidra-Raksfiasa. 



84. 

(f) 

85. id) 

86. id) 

87. 

ic) 

88. 

m 




89. (if) SirTejBabadurSaprunltendcdid] the three Round Ihble 

Conferences 

90. (fl) 91. (fl) 92. id) 93. (d) 94. (fl) 95. (h) 
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■ngllfh Language 


USAGE 

Spotting Errors (1-10) 

Read the following; ientemev cmfiilly 
and find out the error in any one part—a b 
c and d if you do not find any error in the 
■ytnUnce your an^nuir will be (c) 

1 Even before the district auth- 
oiitiesffl) tould warn the villagersfh) the 
river had overflown(c) its banks (d) No 
error (t) 

2 Tht consignment wc have 
received today(fl) is tar more siipenor(f)) 
to the ont(t) you sent last week (</) No 
error (t) 

3 The mam faultfa) with the old 
guard is(()) that thej are always 
deteimincdfc) to resist against any new 
idea (d) No error (t) 

4 Supposing it wt(<i) can t make it{b) 
on Monday(t) when are we gomg to meet 
again?(d) No error {<) 

5 The bookfa) comprising of essays(h) 
on women by women(c) is designed for 
the lay audience (d) No error (t) 

6 I know(a) there is a group of 
criticsfft) which are systematically(t) silent 
about my books (d) No error (e) 

7 Although many a traderfu) had 
given an assurancefh) that remedial 
measures would be taken(c) yet their 
deeds failed to match their words (d) No 
error (e) 

8 We returned back(a) to the guest 
house(fi) impressed with what(c) we had 
seen (d) No error (c) 

9 He wonders how close(a) to death 
he would have beenffi) if he had taken(i) 
the fust doctor's advice as gospel (d) No 
error (c) 

10 The poor fellow(fl) has no clue 
about how(b) to bring about(c) an 
improvement with his fortune (d) No 
error (e) 

Sentence Improvement (IMS) 

Read the Rowing sentences and find 
out if there is any scope to improve the 


I underlined part of each scntcnie If you find 
no improvement is required, your answer will 
be(d) 

11 It IS neither brutality nor seventy 
but certamty that make punishment an 
eftectue deterrent 

(a) that must make 
(fi) that will make 

(c) that makes 

(d) No improvement requued 

12 I look forward to meet you soon 

(a) to meet with \ou soon 

(b) to met ting you stwn 

(c) to moetmg with you soon 

(d) No improvement asiuired 

13 Only by shoutmg at the top of 
his voice he was able to make himself 
heard 

(a) he were able to make 

(b) he was able to making 
(t) he were able to make 

(d) no improvement required 

14 No sooner the pohee arrived than 
the thieves took to their heels 

(a) No sixiner did the polite arm e 
(h) No sooner did the pohtc arrived 

(c) As s(X)n as the police arrived 

(d) No improvement required 

13 One should exercise his rig ht to 

vote 

(a) their right 

(b) other's 

(c) one's 

(d) No unprovement required 

Synonyms (16>20) 

In the following sentences for each 
underlined word, four choicis are given 
Select the one that most nearly conveys the 
meaning of the underlined word 

16 The government must still 
convmce the sceptics that its policy will 
work 

(a) critics 
(h) opponents 
(c) doubters 
I (d) supporters 


17 The conceited old man had tailed 
to learn anythmg from life 

(a) rich 

(b) successful 

(c) proud 

(d) aggressive 

18 borne political parties art 
deliberately escalating caste lonflitts for 
political reasons 

(a) intensifying 

(b) hastening 
(0 tiisUning 
(d) prolonging 

19 A lorlorn thild sitting on the street 
turner was pitktxl up bv polite 

(a) poor 

(h) lonely 

(i) hungry 
(d) useless 

20 Sht IS always w^aiv of strangirs 
(a) afraid 

(fi) aware 
(t) friendly 
(d) cautious 

Antonyms (21-25) 

In the foltoaing sink tins for the 
Hiidi rlim d a ord iniai h'H iih m t four a aids 
are gum Clioosi tin oiu that tonviys 
opposite niiantiig for tk utiderhnid awd 

21 I hav e little intimation to listen to 
you now 

(a) enmity 

(b) hostility 

(c) aversion 

(d) perversion 

22 Such trititism as detracts from her 
athiev ements should be avoided 

(a) focuses 

(b) matters 

(c) enriches 

(d) examines 

23 India expects tveiy young man to 
combat the enemy 

(a) inspire 
(h) encourage 

(c) imitate 
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(d) abet 

24. The treaty gave a fresh impetus to 
trade. 

(a) loss 

(ii) set-back 

(f) obstacle 

(d) opposition 

25 You will drive me to distraction 
with your silly questions. 

(fl) conviction 

(b) meditation 

(c) concentration 

(d) combination 

One-Word Meaning (26-30) 

Read the following and choose the 
expression for each 'one-xvord' that be'<t 
explains the meaning. For each 'one-word' 
four expressions or meanings are given 

26. Indefatigable 

(a) never interested in anything 
without motive 

(b) never stopping in spite of 
tiredness or difficulty 

(c) never ready to part with 
anything even under pressure 

(d) never willing to help others in 
difficulties 

27. Fastidious 

(a) choosing only what is good 

(b) impossible to please every¬ 
body 

(c) doing things in a careless 
manner 

(d) showing utmost restraint under 
pressure 

28. Omniscient 

(a) interfering in the affairs of 
others 

(b) always talking out of turn 

(c) claiming to know everything 

(d) knowing everything 

29. Ornithologist 

(a) expert in scientific study of 
animals 

(b) expert in scientific study of 
flowers 

(c) expert in scientific study of 
birds 

(d) expert in scientific study of 
soil 

30. Androgynous 

(a) possessing super-natural 
powers 

(b) believing in mysterious objects 


(c) playing marginal role in an 
organisation 

(d) having both male and female 
characteristics 

Comprehension (31-40) 

Read the following passages carefully 
and ansuvr the questions given belinv each 
passage For each question, four possible 
answirs are given. Choose the answer that is 
most appropriate to the question and that 
will he your answer 

I 

Handing my rife over to one of the 
men, I waited until the tigress caUed again 
and, making a cup with my hands round 
my mouth and filling my lungs to tlieir 
utmost limit, sent an answering call over 
the valley. Back came her call, and after 
that, for several minutes, call answered 
call. She would come, had in fact already 
I started, and ii she arrived while there was 
light to shoot by, all the advantages would 
be on my side, for I had the selecting of 
the ground on which it would best suit 
me to meet her. November is the mating 
season for tigers and it is evident that for 
the past forty-eight hours she had been 
raging through the jungles in search oi a 
mate, and that now, on hearing what she 
thought was a tiger answering her mating 
call, she would lose no time in joming 
him. 

31. Where was the speaker? 

(a) in the valley 

(b) on the sea 

(c) m the sky 

(d) in the desert 

32. What was the speaker? 

(a) An experienced hunter 

(b) A famous writer 

(c) A notorious poacher 

(d) An environmentalist 

33. Which one of the following 
statements is wrong? 

(a) I waited till the tigress called 
again. 

(b) The ground of my choice had 
all the advantages. 

(c) For several minutes call 
answered call. 

(d) I did not fill my lungs to their 
ufanost limit. 

34. The month of November for tigers 
is: 


(a) avoiding human beings 

(b) moving angrily through jungles 

(c) mating season 

(d) being deceived by fake calls 

35. The speaker want^ to take full 
advantage of: 

(fl) shady forest 

(b) loaded nfle • 

(c) his men 

(d) light 

II 

As for humorous stories, and jokes in 
general, these are essentially matters of 
individual taste, in which each man will 
please himself, and few general counsels 
can be given Though we all envy the 
speaker who has plenty of merry jokes, he 
needs to beware of making excessive use 
of his gift. There is a tendency today to 
make after-dinner speaking a mere string 
of stories, most of which may have little 
' to do wifo tlie subject or with one another. 
Even the best stories lose their charm when 
they are dragged in by the head and. 
shoulders, having no connection with the 
subject the speaker is supposed to be 
dealing with. Relevance as well as brevity 
is the soul of wit, for a good speech is a 
work of art, in which every part should be 
organically related to every other part. 

36. How do you feel when a 
speaker has plenty of jokes and stories 
to tell? 

(a) humble 

{b) small 

(c) jealous 

(d) envious 

37. Every speaker ought to avoid: 

{a) too many examples 

ijb) too much self-confidence 

(c) display of knowledge 

(d) too many jokes 

38. Why does the after-dinner 
speaking bas^ on stories fail to impress? 

(a) because most st(»ies are dull 

(b) because most stories are 
irrelevant • 

(c) because most stories are 
commim 

(d) because stories are time- 
consuming exocise 

39. Wlwre does the essential part of 
wisdom/knowledge he? 

(fl) in the g^ of the gab 


ITS ajUNE isn'a lUEcoMPEnnoN master 


OiiJCC tivt TYPE ( \ ! ii 


(b) in command over language and 
facts 

(c) in relevance and brevity 

(d) in artistic use of stories and 
jokes 

40. Which one of the following 
statements is correct? 

(a) relevance and brevity are signs 
of poor knowledge 
{b) stories and jokes reflect 
individual taste 

(c) stories and jokes always impress 
the listeners 

(d) even the best stories become 
boring if repeated quite often 

Filling the blanks (41-50) 

In the following passages, some spaces 
are left blank For each blank space, three 
words are given Choose the most appropriate 
umd for the blank space and that will be 
your answer 

I looked_ 

41 (a) eagerly 

(b) anxiously 

(c) carefully 

up at the rocks. Planted squarely across 
the ridge in a verheal bluff,_ 

42 (fl) they 

(b) these 

(c) tho.se 

looked extremely ditficult, and 1 know that 
our strength and ability to_ 

43. (fl) conquer 
(b) reach 
(r) climb 

steep rock at this altitude would 
be severely limited. I examined 
the_. 

44. (fl) route 

(b) map 

(c) envirorunent 


out to the left. By dropping fifty or a 
hundred feet over steep 

45. (fl) slabs 

(b) steps 

(c) terraces 

we mi^t be able to get around the bottom 
of the bluff, but there was no_ 

46. (fl) sign 

(b) indication 

(c) direction 

that we would be able to climb back on to 
th e 

47. (fl) summit 

(b) ridge 

(c) top 

again. And to lose any height now might 
be_. 

48. (fl) dangerous 

(b) deadly 

(c) fatal 

Search as I could, I was unable to see 
an_ 

49. (fl) smooth 

(b) steady < 

(c) easy 

route up to the step or in fact, any 

route_, 

50 (fl)atail 

(b) at will 

(c) at least 

ANSWERS 

1. (c) 'the river had overflowed'. 

2. (b) 'is far superior' 

3. (d) 'to resist any new idea'. 

4. (fl) 'supposing or if we' 

5. (b) 'comprising essays'. 

6. (c) 'which is systematically'. 

7. (e) No error. 

8. (fl) 'We returned'. 


9. (e) No error: 

10. (d) 'an uiq>rovem«it in his fortune. 

11. (c) 

12 (b) 

13. id) 

14 (fl) 

15. (c) 

16. (c) 

17 (c) 

18. (fl) 

19. (b) 

20. id) 

21 (c) 

22. (fl) 

23. id) 

24 (b) 

25. (c) 

26. (b) 

27 (fl) 

28 (d) 

29 (c) 

30 (d) 

31. (fl) 

32 (fl) 

33 (d) 

34 (c) 

35 (d) 

36 (d) 

37 (d) 

38 (b) 

39 (c) 

40 (b) 

41 (b) 

42 (fl) 

43 (c) 

44. (fl) 

45 (fl) 

46. (b) 

47. (b) 

48. (c) 

49 (c) 

50 (fl) 
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Improv# Your Word Powor 


Wtr 


1. ambience; (Hf' en 
vinnunent (b) evolution (c) 
incident (d)age^ion. 

2. bubb^^fl) successliil 
(h) ufdy (Shively (d) safe. 

3. cnssedn^: (a) co- 
operation fbfwstinacy (c) 
sofution (d) intention. 

, 4. demure: (a) dull 
(b) violent (c) passive (< 
serious. 

5. entente cordiale 
friendly understanding (b) 
friendly contest (c) undue 
advantage (d) untimely 
arrival. 

6. frieze; (e) direction 
(b) embroi«iefp-'^(fMiand- 
writing (dnSn^ery. 

7. gooey: (a) harsh (I 
Sentimental (c) cruel (d) 
sympathetic. 

8. hectic: (a) very con¬ 
fused (W^jery^ad (c) very quiet 

busy. 

9. insouciance; (a) 
seriousness (b) stillness (c) 
unconcern (d) condem¬ 
nation. 

10. jui^ttfre: (a) desti¬ 
nation (bH^ge (c) agteem^ 
(d) divorce. 

11. loathe 



satisfy (d) 


summon 
Shatpen. 

mushy: (a) romantic 
fentimentai (c) spiritu. 
(d) natural. 

13. niche: (10 suitable 
position (b) suitabuMatdi (c) 
bitter taste (d) avoidable 

ill ^accident. 

14. ornate: («) hi| 


ih^y 3'., 


b; 


li^tly honoured,^....-, 

: (ij'^decorated (d) tin^y saved, ^ 

15. pre8umptuous:\a)^ 
unduly confident \b) unduly 
smart (c) unduly worried (d) 
unduly pessimistic. 

Id quickie: (o) carele^ly 
made (b) beautifully descril 
(cWJpsely contested (d) 
fjSddy made. 

17. roly-poly: (a) hot and 
cold (b) to an^JfrtrTcTright 
and 

18. 

at (b) aim at (c) cross over (d) 
look for. 

19. transvestite: 
street dance (old) (b^j)pf!bsite 
sex (chess) (c) brief description 
(beauty) (d) rash driving- 
(train). 

20. vestigial: Dffhace (b). 
proof (c) evidence (d) denial. 


(&) 


ANSWERS 

1. ambience: (a) environ¬ 
ment 

—The Chief Guest 
congratulated the parti¬ 
cipants and appreciated the 
ambtcnce in which the event 
took place. 

2. bubbly: (c) lively 


—No one denies the 
fact that a pet dog is both 
bubbly and faithful, to say 
the least. 

3. cussedness: (b) obsti¬ 
nacy. 

—A mature politician 
knows how to distinguish 
between political opposition 
and tusfedness. 


4 demure: (d) serious, 
sober 

—If one wishes to succeed 
m life, one must be lianurv and 
determined 

5. entente cordiale: (a) 
friendly understanding 

—The recent meeting 
between the Prime Ministers 
India and Pakistan was a 
attempt towards 
Ving at entente cordiale. 
frieze: (d) imagery 
sculpture. 

—Khajuraho temples 
hav^^^oxed (confused) 
orians and art lovers alike 
by its explicit sexual friezes 

7. gooey: (b) sentimental 

—The impact of his gooey 

speech on the listeners was 
imu 

8. hectic: (d) very busy, 
excited. 

was feeling very 
ngry after a hectic day's 
work. 

9. insouciance: (c) un¬ 
concern, casualness. 

—The character-actor has 
managed the transition from 
mediocre mainstream to 
master-piece with his 
irresistible insouciance. 

10. juncture: (b) stage. 

—It is very difficult at this 

juncture to predict the 
company's future. 

11. loathe: (a) hate, detest. 

—I loathe having to go to 

these parties. 

li mushy:(b)8eatimentaL 

—1 hate such persons as 
become mushy about small 


matters 

13. niche: (a) suitable 
position. 

—I don't thmk he has yet 
found his niche in life 

J4. ornate: (c) richly 
decorated 

—That style of archi¬ 
tecture is too ornate for my 
taste. 

15. presumptuous: (a) 
unduly confident. 

—I have never come 
across such a proud and 
presumptuous person in life. 

16 quickie: (d) quickly 
done or made 

—The autobiography is 
not a kiss-and-tell cjinckie that 
IS long on anecdote and short 
on everythmg else. 

17. roly-poly: (d) short 
and fleshy 

—The story takes the roly- 
voly prince through many 
Kingdoms in search of a 
suitable bride 

18. snigger, (a) laugh at. 

—They were sniggering at 

him because of his gaudy 
outfit. 

19. transvestite: (b) 
opposite sex (dress). 

—The (male) actor won 
the best actress award for his 
portrayal of a transvestite in a 
film. 

20. vestigial: (a) trace, 
hint, remainder-like. 

—The shedding of 
vestigial Victorian values by 
some women writos may lead 
to better understanding of 
Kh^uraho tmples. 
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t was like children playing 
a game of sn^s and lad¬ 
ders. Obnvious of real 
world considerations, 
politicians of different 
parties and ideotc^ies 
played their devious gsme and suc¬ 
ceeded in toppling the govemm^t 
In the scramble for power which 
followed, nobody gained but the 
biggest loser vvas’ unddidMedly the' 
country. $ut dm was immaterial tx:^; 
the practitiohdrs'.'jpf’ 
destructive Lt^n; 

'taiHatil.: of' th«_."tsttiofw^-.f||w|i^ 


wf^ ohl^ Mest.,d^ j 


.•ths3n sldhs^^.: i 



Coalition Politics— 

A Game of 
Snakes and Ladders 


I mmediately after the fall of the BJP 
government, television cam- 
eras showed leaders of var- 
ious parties smiling broadly 
and showing 'V' signs. People 
watching the tamasha must have felt a J 
feeling of disgust as the elected 
representatives 
had displayed a 
shameless power 
game devoid of morals or 
principles. It also showed that the MPs 
lived in a world of self-deception—how 
else could one explain the brave declara¬ 
tions that forming an alternative govern¬ 
ment would "take five minutes" and just 
a few telephone calls? Such statements 
showed how non-seriously the leaders 
took the task of government and how far 
removed were they from reality. It came 
as no surprise that by the end of the 
unsuccessful efforts to form a govern¬ 
ment, almost all politicians, including 
the reclusive Sonia Gandhi, had suffered 
a loss of reputation, their naked ambition 
exposed. 

It was this self-deception 
that would destabilise the « 

country and force another 
needless election. For 
months before the fall of the 
Vajpayee government, the ^Lggik 
Opposition parties had pored 
over a game of Snakes and Lad- 
ders. Prime Minister Vajpayee 
was racing ahead in popularity 
against all odds—he was emerging 
a statesman, pursuing a path of both 
Pokharan and peace with Pakistan, 
and had succeeded in maintaining A 
communal peace, by and large. He had | 
to be stung. There were agents aplenty ^ 
for this job: a boisterous Laloo Prasad ' 
Yadav joined hands with arch-enemy 
Congress because his wife's undeserving 
govenunent in Bihar had been threatened 
by the BJP; titere was a manipulative Sub- 
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ramaniam Swamy who wanted to 
pk become a minister desperately; 

there was Sonia Gandhi who 
S thought that people were dying to 
Ip make her the Prime Minister. Above 

^ all, there was Jayalalitha. Every- 
body knew what she wanted; a 
sympathetic government which 
would transfer all corruption 
|Hf cases against her to a court out¬ 
side the solar system. She could 
not say this directly, so raised all sorts of 
demands, from dismissal of the DMK 
government in Tamil Nadu to reinstate¬ 
ment of Vishnu Bhagwat, the dismissed 
Naval Chief. 

If the Vajpayee government could 
survive for 13 months despite this deadly 
combination, it was because an alterna¬ 
tive was nowhere in sight. The Congress 
knew it could never muster the support 
required to form a government. The 
Third Front was in tatters. But some¬ 
where along, playing the game of desta- 
bilisation> the players deluded them¬ 
selves about ground realities. They were 
egged on by sycophants and those who 
blinded themselves by their own greed. If 
they had cared to see the reality, they 
might have been better off; the Congress 
had just 138 seats and needed the support 
of all sorts of ragtag parties to reaA the 
figure of 272 required to have a majority. 
When it became apparent that this was 
an impossible taslC attempts were made 
f to get Jyoti Basu to become Prime Min- 
b ister. It was soon apparent that form- 
k ing a government with tfie numbers 
A ^ impossible task. 

It is eai^ to see that nobody 
gained from tiiis meaningless 
game. Hie episode result^ in 
many reputations getting tar- 
nished. Even President K.R. 
Narayanan lost some of his 
sheen. The image of politicians 
was already bad; now they just 
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spemed disgusting But the real losers are 
the people of India, who have to bear the 
burden ot another election and another 
bout of instability Opinion polls showed 
that the people were against toppling of 
the Vaipayec government as it had given 
some stability Demotraci had been sub¬ 
verted onte again the will of the people 
was nowhere in sight as the manipulative 
politics was plaved 

The unfortunate part was the tim¬ 
ing of the crisis 1 he economy had been 
in a limbo and the prospects of reces¬ 
sion loomed large The government had 
presented a budget which promised to 
lift some ot the gloom The stock mar 
kets were looking up, showing 
increased investor confideno? As Jav 
alalitha announced her decision to with¬ 
draw support, the stock markets 
crashed—according to estimates some 
Rs 40,000 crore was lost in market capi 
talisation Repeated elections do not 
augur well for the investor and does not 
help economic activity In India, it 
seemed, there was a death wish every 
time there was a prospect ot improve¬ 
ment, somebody would conspire to pull 
things down 


One vote tamasba 

T he drama leading to the vote of 
confidence started with All India 
Anna Dravida 

M u n n e t r a 
Ka/hagam 
(AlADMK) leader 
J a V a 1 a 1 1 1 h a 
pulling out of 
the govern¬ 
ment on 
April 13, 

1999 She 
w ithdrew 
her two 
ministers 
from the 
Vaipayee 
government 
after it had 
rejected all her 
demands hrst, of 
reinstating the 
sacked Admiral Vishnu 
Bhagwat, second, of throw¬ 
ing out Defence Minister George 
Fernandes and third, of setting up a Joint 
Parliamentary Committee to go into the 


issue Many believe that these demands 
actually hid her real reason, wdiich was 
that she wanted a lenient view of the cor¬ 
ruption cases against her After her with¬ 
drawal, the President asked 
the BJP government to 
seek a vote of confi¬ 
dence A debate 
ensued in which 
many charges 
were traded 
The issues 
raised by 
Jayalalitha 
were raised 
barely a 
few times 
No national 
issue— edu¬ 
cation, pri¬ 
mary health, 
economy, water 
or electricity was 
raised, even though 
everybody said that the 
debate was for the national 
interest 

The Opposition parties repeatedly 
raised the matter of seculansm The issue 



The Losers 


I 



S everal people had mud in their face as 
the government collapsed but an alter¬ 
native one was nowhere in sight 

Sonia Gandhi: The Con¬ 
gress president had kept 
her silence and distance 
from the press, giving the 
impression that she was 
different from the usual run 
of politicians But as she 
went around meeting different leaders 
begging support for her government, she 
came to be seen as power hungry and 
manipulative as everyone else 

Jayalalitha: There was no 
“national interest” in her 
decision to topple the gov¬ 
ernment It was easy to 
see that she wanted a 
government that could 
help her in the many cor¬ 
ruption cases against her With the BJP 
not willing to bow to her blackmail any 
more, she turned to the Congress but her 
hopes of being part of an alternative gov¬ 
ernment crashed 



Subramanlam Swamy: 

His unbridled ambition- 
that of becoming the 
Finance Minister-blinded 
him When pressurising 
the government through 
Jayalalitha did not work, 
he conspired to bring down the Vajpayee 
government 

Mayawati: Declaring on television her 
stand and making statements like ‘For us 
both the BJP and the Congress are 
snakes* and then siding with the Congress 
the very next day, she showed how 
untrustworthy politicians could be She 
added a new dimension to the definition d 
the “dirty politician* 

Muiayam Singh Yadav: 
His stubborn refusal to 
support the Congress gov¬ 
ernment isolated him but 
he may have saved the 
country from getting an 
Italian-born Pnme Minister 
and from another short-lived khKhrl gov¬ 
ernment 




Girldhar Qamang: The rules and prece¬ 
dents said that an MP who has been sworn 
in as Chief Minister should not vote in Par¬ 
liament but this politician from Orissa was 
not moved After listening to compelling ^ 
arguments, the Speaker asked him to go 
by his conscience Gamang showed what 
we always suspected-that politicians do 
not have a consaencet 
Vishnu Bhagwat: The sacked Admiral 
may have thought that Jayalalitha and 
Soma would help him get his job back, but 
he was not the issue at all He will find ttiat 
his noises came to nofiiing and that he is 
of no use to any party now that elections 
have been announced 
Saiffudin Soa: The senior leader of die 
National Conference, he defied the party- 
whip and voted against the Vajpayee gov¬ 
ernment His one vote could have saved 
the government and, m turn, the country 
from the ordeal of going to poHs once 
again. He had hoped to play a crwial 
in the new government Now he hab been 
totally isolfitod 
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COViR ILMt'Rli 


A CARjetAKER 
GOVERNMENT 

The 12th Lok Sabha was dissolved 
by the President on April 26, 1999 
under sub-clause (B) of clause 2 of 
Article 85 of the Constitution. This fol¬ 
lowed his assessment that the 12th 
Lok Sabha was not capable of yielding 
a government with a reasonable 
prospect of stability. 

The 12th Lok Sabha had the shortest 
term so far-412 days or a little over 13 
months. It had been constituted on 
March 10,1998. The Ninth Lok Sabha, 
which saw two Prime Ministers, V.R 
Singh and Chandra Shekhar, was the 
second shortest as it could complete 
only 15 months. It has been constituted 
on December 2,1989 and dissolved on 
March 13,1991, after a series of crisis 
that plagued both the Prime Ministers. 
The BJP government was asked to 
continue in office as caretaker govern¬ 
ment. The term had been coined by the 
media in 1979 to desaibe the Charan 
Singh government, which enjoyed a 
longer term (3 months) without the 
confidence of the Parliament than with 
it (22 days). However, the term enjoys 
no place in the Constitution. The gov¬ 
ernment cannot sanction projects, take 
policy decisions or sack any bureau¬ 
crat. It could handle routine matters 
and even go to war if a country 
attacked it. Populist measures should 
not be announced, which couid affect 
the‘<^^i)qea of re-election. 


ona> again became BJP vensus the rest. 
Prior to the vote of confidence on April 
17, IW, much time was spent on 
whether chief minister of Onssa Ciridhar 
Gamang could vote or not. It was men¬ 
tioned that a person who had been sworn 
in an Assembly could not do so and there 
were si>veral precedents to this. After 
much debate, the Speaker G.M.C. Bala- 
yogi lot Gamang to 
decide tor himself 
and let his con¬ 
science decide. The 
results ot the poll— 

26‘l to 270—^showed 
that one vote made 
all the difference. 

I he vote also 
showed the last 
minute change in 
Mayawati's stand. 

Having declart>d on 
television that both 
the Congress and 
the BJP were snakes 
and that her party 
would abstain, she proved unreliable yet 
again and voted against the government. 

The President then asked leader of 
the second largest party, the Congress, to 
show letters of the 272 MPs as she had 
claimed. There followed intense activity 
but it was clear that Sonia Gandhi would 
not suca*ed. On April 23, .she informed 
the President that she could get only 233 
VIPs in her support. Various permuta¬ 
tions wem tried with the name of Jyoti 
Basu thrown up for the job of Prime Min¬ 
ister, but ultimately Mulayam Singh 
Yadav's refusal to back the Congress pre¬ 
vented Sonia's ambition from coming 
true. The President assessed the situation 
and declared that in his judgement, elec¬ 
tions were the only solution. 

The Opposition game plan fell flat 
on its face. It turned out that it was easy 
to trip the government but very difficult 
to form one. Independent polls showed 
that the events did not find favour with 
the Indian public. Vajpayee remained the 
best choice for Prime Minister and Sonia 
Gandhi was exposed as belonging to 
same power-hungry pack of politidans 
as other Congressmen. Polls also showed 
that there was also a revtalsion among the 
people about having an Italian-bom per¬ 


son as PM. In the end, elections did seem 
to be the best option though no one want¬ 
ed them. 

Changing the System 

T he events leading to Vajpayee's 
fall and the politics of ^the past 
years expsed several weakness¬ 
es in the Indian plitical system. 

First is the fact 
that the peo¬ 
ple of the 
country have 
no say in what 
goes on. Not 
even all the 
elected repre¬ 
sentatives, the 
MPs, were 
involved. 
Decisions 
were made by 
a handful of 
party leaders, 
some of whom 
had never 
contested a Lok Sabha election in their 
lives. Others had contested the elections 
and had been rejected by the pople, but 
having lost elections, they managed to 
get in through the back dewr into the 
Rajya Sabha; our Westminster style polit¬ 
ical system allows them to be nominated 
in Parliament and also the Cabinet. This 
is a serious lacuna in our Constitution as 
the will of the people is often subverted 
by these sycophants. 

As a result, the nation has to accept 
the dedsions taken by those whom the 
people never elected. The Indian political 
scene is, thus, dominated by prmanent 
fixtures who refuse to accept the verdict 
of the people, but stick to government 
jobs and accommodation, dictating pli- 
cy in this hapless country. It is time that 
the system was changed so that only 
elect^ representatives take decisions 
which affect the country as a whole, as 
they are answerable to the pople. 7lie 
Constitution should be amended so that 
a prson who has lost the election should 
not be nominated for any position in the 
ParliamoiL the Planiung Commission or 
in the government. 

Secondly, coalition plitics require 
tiiat paitnerastick to each otiter. What we 
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have seen instead is shameless blackmail 
and reckless manipulation. Knowing 
their importance to the coalition, the 
small parties with a handful of MPs begin 
dictating what should be done to the 
country. Regional leaders get dispropor¬ 
tionate importance and feel that they 
have a right to dictate policy to the 
nation. Ihus, we have the likes of Mamta 
Banerjee stalling the THAI order, Jay- 
alalitha trying to dictate who the Defence 
Minister should be or Chautala issuing 
threats if prio.>s arc not rolled back. The 
Communists, with |ust a handful of MPs 
and a ba.sc only in one State, want to push 
an outdated ideology and make the coun¬ 
try a socialist Slate by putting pressure on 
their coalition partners. They have suc¬ 
cessfully stopped privatisation of lasur- 
anre and stalled various projects. Collec¬ 
tively, these small parties became the 
national nuisance and prevented the gov¬ 
ernment from doing any work. 

Former President R. Venkataraman 
had suggested that all parties which get 
less than 10 per cent of votes in the polls 
be derecognised. There is merit in this 
suggestion, since democracy is not 
served by disparate and small groups. 
The security deposit of candidates 
should be raised further so that more 
non-serious candidates are screened 
out. Smaller parties which fight elec¬ 
tions on regional issues should be asked 
to spell out which national party they 
are with so that they cannot create a nui¬ 
sance later on. Parties like AIADMK 
which raised demands on their allies 
and decided to withdraw on a non¬ 
issue, should be asked to pay a stiff tine 
if they prefer to walk out of the alliance 
later on. Alternately, the President 
should be empowered to dismiss such 
MPs if he is convinced that they are 
switching loyalties on frivolous 
grounds. 

The role of the President becomes 
important, because he can stop the poli¬ 
tics of manipulation to some extent. Since 
coalition politics cannot be wished away, 
the President must not insist on a confi¬ 
dence vote every time a splinter group 
throws a tantrum. Nor arc elections the 
answer, for there is no saying that the 
next verdict might be even more frac¬ 
tured than the 1998 verdict. 


COViRI IMl'Ri: 



Too Many Elections 

T he solution to the mess created by 
forcing a vote of confidence with¬ 
out having an alternative has 
been elections. However, elec¬ 
tions cannot ensure stability, given the 
mood of the people. Most Indians are 
disgusted with the self-serving behav¬ 
iour of the politicians. There have been 
elections in 1996,1998 and now in 1999. 
Why force an expensive option on the 
people because the politicians decided to 
play their petty games? 

There has also been a talk of State 
funding of elections, since frequent elec¬ 
tions have resulted in impoverishing the 
candidates. This again is a faulty argu¬ 
ment, since it would only encourage par¬ 
ties to be more reckless and destabilise 
governments, knowing full well that they 
would be compensated for it. The need of 
the hour is to discourage destructive pol¬ 
itics. 

Instead, elections should be a means 
to enfora* accountability. Through elec¬ 
tions, people can boot out the leaders 
who have been incompetent or corrupt 
The proa'ss by which this can be done is 
through rule of the law. An elected gov¬ 
ernment need only enforce laws and 
ensure that the corrupt get punished. A 
suggestion has been made in the past that 
law enforcement should not be under the 
Home Ministry. It should be an inde¬ 
pendent charge, which politicians cannot 
influence. If is done, charged politi¬ 
cians like Laloo Prasad Yadav and Jay- 
alalitha will not try to subvert govern¬ 
ments. Criminals, who have found refuge 
in politics, will not find it worthwhile to 
fight elections. 

Further, the mandate of the people 
should not be taken as a means to play 
power politics and to seek the maximum 
benefit. The Comtitution must be amend- 
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ed to dismiss legislators who switch loy¬ 
alties as it amounts to betrayal of the peo¬ 
ple. For example, AIADMK fought the 
elections wifir BJP as an ally. If it breaks 
that partnership, it must be dismissed 
from membership of the House for 
betrayal of the promise made to the peo¬ 
ple. Again, people voted for the left par¬ 
ties, Mulayam Singh Yadav and Laloo 
Prasad Ya^v on the basis of their cam¬ 
paign opposing the Congress. The Con¬ 
gress fought the elections on their oppo¬ 
sition to everyone else. If they want to 
support the very parties they fought, 
they should stand dismis.sed till the next 
elections. After all, switching loyalties is 
nothing short of fraud on the electorate. 

Above all, it is time for the President 
to take an active interest in safeguarding 
the Constitution. He cannot escape 
responsibility simply by claiming that he 
is a ceremonial head. 

The Rtte of the Presideot 

nder these circumstances, what 
should the role of the President 
be? Should he just call fur a 
vote of confidence everytime a 
splinter group throws a tantrum? Does 
the President have any responsibility 
towards the country? 

In the latest episode. President K.R. 
Narayanan was not able to rise aBove 
being a copybook President. His image 
suffered too because of three charges. 
First, should he have precipitated a aisis 
by asking for a no-confidence vote? He 
could have asked the Opposition to show 
their strength before the vote and if they 
did not have the requisite numbers, 
asked the BJP government to continue. 
Secondly, he invited the charge of being 
partisan as he gave a long time to Sonia 
Gandhi to tiy and form a government. 
Finally, there is also an opinion that as die 
Congress could muster only 233 MPs, he 
should have called the BJP to form the 
government again and sawed the country 
from another election. 

The charges are not without basis. 
Part of the blame of pushing India 
towards a needless electicm must surely 
lie with the President He could have 
experimented widt new paradigms. R is 
evidmt that dre role of die Presidoit 
needs a dt^mge so diat dte country does 
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nut go through similar expcriena's again 
Otherwise, toppling governments and 
having elections will become a national 
hobby, as it has already become in the last 
three years The governments of Deve 
Gowda, Gu)ral and Vajpayee have been 
toppled without any major reason Sure¬ 
ly, the President can take decisions on his 
own without playing favourites Political 
parties must decide on a non-fiolitical 
person as President if they want fair deci¬ 
sions 

In the likelihood of no party getting 
a clear majority, the role of the President 
becomes very important He can ensure 
some basic safeguards For example, 
unless it IS a matter of national interest, 
he should not allow splinter groups to 
approach him with threats of withdraw¬ 
ing supjxirt to the Central government If 
there is a blatant switch of loyalties 
amounting to fraud on the electorate, the 
President should have the power to dis¬ 
miss such groups Since democracy is not 
served by constant threats, alliance part¬ 
ners should know that they have a lot to 
lose if they break the alliance After all, 
why should the nation suffer every 


Jayalahtha, Chautala or Mamta? 

Press should be careful, too 

he media must accept blame, too 
It has constantly highlighted the 
trouble makers, trying to sensa¬ 
tionalise the news On television 
screens every evening, faceless MPs were 
seen delivering their views on how to 
run the government Jayalahtha was a 
constant fixture on television, as journal¬ 
ists followed her every move, including 
how many suitcases she came with to 
Delhi (48) and the rent of her hotel suite 
(Rs 42,000 per day) Such irres|)onsible 
journalism gives small groups more 
importance than they deserve They 
know they can become national celebri¬ 
ties if they do some mischief I hat is how 
a regional leader like Laloo Prasad Yadav 
has got more importance than he 
deserves The nuisance value of small 
parties has been given a multiplier effect 
by their coverage m the media 

Then again, power brokers manage 
to get into the limelight In the flurry 
which followed after the fall of the Vaj¬ 


payee government, newspapers and tele 
vision reported every single word uttered 
by those who were trying to grab power 
Ilus IS nothing but irresponsible journal¬ 
ism 

It IS time that the media considered 
whether what they are reprting is fit to 
be part of the news Great resourcfe arc 
spent pursuing people which just adds 
to their sense of self-imjjortance. The 
media should recognise that their 
reporting is encouraging small regional 
groups to create nuisance at the nation¬ 
al level A self- imposed code of conduct 
needs to be worked out For example, 
only the utterances of the Prime Minis¬ 
ter and the leader of Opposition should 
be reported nationally What others are 
doing to meet narrow, personal motives, 
should not find place in the media This 
could be one way of reducing the mis¬ 
chief created by small groups Political 
parties too can impose a discipline on 
their MPs by making them liable if they 
speak to the press Differences among 
MPs and coalition partners should be 
resolved by discussion and not through 
the media 
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I ndki ftands ot one of the most periods it has 
ever seen, the instabilHy is likely to itojr os no politicol 
pcHly has the confidence of the mtiie electorate. Itder- 
nol contradictions moke the choice of the people more 
difficufi. CriminoHsafion of politics, corruption cmd degener¬ 
ation in pobiic l^hos oKenoted o large port of the Indian 
public. Modi of ^ alienation con be countered if onv par¬ 
ty reverts bode tp principles and honesty. Since that is 
unlikely to hoppM, fiHHre is urgent need to reform the 
system. 

Otonged polities esHs hf fhongtd systems. The need 
of fhe hour Is stob^ wHh;typij;urrtolN%. First, the system 
of ffluiti*porty demoaocy fiM fO bbrevkMed. It does not 
sorra any purposo, wxoipt firepkowoy groups, 

for osoiT^, may win 2 or 3 Sd^ in fim Stoles and mn 
boipc^n ^ Cobinot posts on thpf bwfik'This con bo stopped 
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osked to deciora their dtlegkmce porly or tho olh« 
and must be dismissed if they braobfiieir promise. The Cen¬ 
tral govertimenl, ofter oil, $hfl«dd not be'^dpio to blockmoil 
Ithat we hove seen in the pod'yeor. 

‘ Sr,hiedemocracyof numbM hMghme usunde- 
i Ministen in the posKhodt Dera'QoeModnd 

leo^borfs 
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that people know whom they ora vofk^) for. WhHe the BiF 
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Chip off the Old 

Crop! 


A STRONAUTS orbiting the 
X^arth reach for them, teen¬ 
agers are crazy about them, 
dieters unsuccessfully ignore 
them, and hostesses are lost 
without them as are 
grandparents who have to 
include them in gift wraps for 
the tiny generation. What are 
they? Qtips off the old crop. 

Potato chips are now 
world's reigning champion 
snack. Perhaps, the only rivals 
are sandwiches and hot dogs. 
They have acquired the status 
of an international "in¬ 
stitution". Our own man in a 
TV ad confesses that no one 
can just take one. Young girls 
crunch, munch the delicacy 
even while walking in 
shopping centres. 

The potato chip, an 
American, was bom 2 d>out a 
century and half ago, in 
Springs New Yc^ State. There 


was something invigoratmg 
about the atmosphere there 
which gave people extra¬ 
ordinary appetite. A few days 
visit proved invigorating. A 
smart man, with vision, opened 
an elegant restaurant on the 
edge of a lake. 

One afternoon, chief 
chef's sister was working 
alone in the kitchen. Like all 
cooks, she was attempting to 
do several tasks simul¬ 
taneously. While frying one 
thing, which was bubbling on 
ffie stove, she also hurriedly 
tried to peel potatoes. 

As things do happen in 
such cases, a slice flew off her 
kiufe and fell into the frying 
pot. It took her sometime to 
find her fork and fish out the 
new crispy slice which she 
absent-mhKkdly put on a plate 
but continued with her 
peeling. 


At this moment of 
"destiny", her brother entered 
the kitchen Seeing the brown 
chip, he IS said to have asked, 
"What's this’" 

He tasted it without 
knowing that he was eating a 
mistake. He liked the taste and 
decided to fry a batch of the 
deheious mistakes! It took him 
a few attempts to perfect the 
technique 

After his "historic" 
discovery, he set up his own 
business. There always 
seemed to be a waiting line of 
customers for his platters 
heaped witii salty chips. 

Hethenreali^ that chips 
did not necessarily have to be 
eaten at tiie table and he hired 
men to hawk them around 
town to strolling tourists. 

The fame of the chip 
spread rapidly. The rec4)e was 
printed first time in a 


cookbook in 1887 and 
henceforth the chips were 
listed as an indispensable 
component of a picnic. 

Since then, tiie dear chips 
have come a long way. Now, 
they have become an 
mtemational favourite which 
are craved and munched in 
nearly every country of the 
world. New flavours have 
been added which appeal to 
the sense of smell as well as 
tickle the tastebuds. 

The Japanese prefer them 
to cookies, Africans like ffiem 
for breakfast, the Swiss love to 
float them in soup, and the 
Frmch crush them for cakes. 
For Americans and Indians, 
every time is chiptime. 

Next time you buy a 
packet of "Uncle" or "Daddy", 
remember you are crunching 
a more than a century-old 
culinary mistake! 
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Imprpve Your Self-Image 


T he ideal is for every one to build a 
positive image of himself, to help him 
build his strengths to balance his 
weaknesses. 

However, the truth is that many 
adults are insecure and suffer from 
negative self-images created by other 
inadequate people. They cannot do as 
good a job as they should and they, in turn, 
affect your self-image. 

For instance, children of child abusers 
ate more likely to grow up to be abusers 
themselves. Children of smokers are more 
likely to smoke, and the sons ot wife- 
beaters are more likely to become wite- 
beaters themselves. It follows that when 
something goes wrong with a person's 
screen, it distorts his view of reality. 

The way to break out of this negativity 
is to revamp your screen by picldng up 
new values and new ways of seeing things 
from other sources. We can control our self- 
image by changing the way we see 
ourselves. 

The mind is the ultimate creator of 
reality. If we believe our nose looks 
awful, no amount of reassurance from 
friends will make it look any better to 
us. So, when you are unhappy with 
something about yourself, examine your 
attitude or mental screen first. 

You can reshape this mental screen. 
You need awareness and some objectivity. 


Instead of focusing on your glasses or your 
face, you could choose to concentrate on, 
say, your voice or your hands. 

Better yet, you could choose to 
concentrate on a spiritual value which 
neither ages nor wrinkles. You could 
choose to develop into Mr Nice Guy or 
Miss Friendly, someone who is coasiderate 
and cares about the feelings of other 
people. 

Even if the current values of your 
particular group of friends ate aim^ at 
being good-looking, wearing the right 
clothes, or projecting a "cool" image, what 
is there to stop you from choosing to be a 
little bit different? 

The problem is that many teenagers 
are not clear about what their self-image 
is. Its consequences and why they should 
change or reinforce parts of it. If more of 
us were clear about how we would like to 
turn out to be, there would be fewer 
problenu; with drugs, drinking, smoking, 
delinquent behaviour and eating 
disorders. 

Peer Pressure 

A person takes the first cigarette 
because he wants to be like a 
particular friend who is a smoker. Another 
Ends it difficult to say "no" to an offer of 
beer because his friends jeered at him 


when he tried to say "no" once. It takes 
confidence and a good self-image to stand 
up to people. 

You have to be more aware of your 
reactions and their causes. You have to 
start by liking yourself more often than 
you dislike yourself. A certain amount of 
insecurity is normal. Otherwise we will 
appear to be insufferably cocksure. 

Insecurity makes us try harder and 
look for better ways to do things. But too 
much insecurity can paralyse us into 
inaction, even into disliking or hating 
ourselves. Before we can get others to 
like us, we must like ourselves. 

Action Plan 

T A TRITE down your good points on a 
V V sheet of paper and stick it up in a 
prominent position where you can see it 
first thing in the morning and last thing at 
night. 

ff you cannot find any good points 
yourself, ask your family ,^d friends to 
say one nice thing about you. Do not focus 
on die nasty things. There are people who 
have trouble seeing good about anyone- 
even those they are supposed to love. 

Each day look in mirror and say 
to yoursdf, "I like you", or even "I love 
you because you have nice ears/good 
te'eth..." Ignore the pimple that is 
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threatening to burst out or hair that looks 
too curly or too straight. 

Greet the warm, friendly human 
being that is hiding behind those eyes and 
underneath the mass of insecurity. 

To generate more awareness about 
yourself, examine your physical and 
mental aspects and draw up a list of your 
strengths and weaknesses. 

It helps to write the points down on 
paper rather than do it mentallyi Ask 
yourself why you have picked those 
particular aspects as strengths or 
weaknesses, there are assumptions 
underlyuig your choice. 

Once you have uncovered these 
hidden assumptions, see if any are 
distorting the value you place on yourself. 
Perhaps ^e assumptions need changing 
Perhaps they do not suit your needs. 

Look for good points about yourself 
which you may not have realised you had 
because of previous assumptions. No one 
is ever without any good points. We can 
develop more good points if we work on 
them 

See which of the images in your 
mental screen are taken from other 
people's ideas of what is ideal, and are 
not things that you can consciously work 
with 

Be Realistic 

B e realistic. If you have been .shy all 
your life, it is going to take a while for 
you to become the most popular person. 
Instead, aim at making one good friend 
in the beginning, then two, three and so 
on. 

Or, if you think even that is difficult. 


aim more modestly to be the first to start 
a conversation in any situation or even 
to be the first to smile. A smile and a 
"hello" are among the best conversation 
openers. 

Work out a list of actions which would 
fit in with this new you. This could include 
the kind of clothes the new you would 
wear or the sort of things you would talk 
about. If you don't have the knowledge, 
acquire it. Read up and ask questions 
about it, but work towards that goal. 

Examine which of your "bad points" 
you would need to moderate or change to 
fit your new self-image. If you slouch, do 
you need to sit up straight? If you bite 
your nails, do you need to stop? Once you 
have worked out a realistic new self- 
image, picture the new you in various 
situations 

Rehearse these scenes over and over 
in your mind, behavmg as you think the 
new you should behave. The mental 
rehearsals make it easier tor you to turn 
image into reality. Once you are 
comfortable with the new you m mental 
rehearsals, projecting it into real life comes 
more naturally 

Review 

A t the end ot the day, review what you 
have done. Give yourself a mental pat 
for some action you particularly like It 
does not have to be something big or 
momentous, just something nearer your 
goal of a new you. 

Analyse the action. Where did you 
go wrong? How can you do better the 
next time? Concentrate on doing better 
the next time instead of on how you 


goofed. 

Living up to tiie new self-image will 
take time and patience. It caimot happen 
overnight. Give yourself time. Above alL 
tell yourself daily that you like yourself 
and that you are going to live up to your 
expectations. 

Develop a balanced attitude towards 
some of the supposedly unsightly aspects 
of growing up. A pimple may be here 
today, but it will be gone soon—provided 
you don't pick at it to make it go away 
faster. 

Genes 

T OO short or too tall? It all has to do 
with your genes. In fact, many aspects 
of your physical appearance have to do with 
your genes Which really amounts to saying 
that there is little you can do about it. 

So, a useful rule in life is to decide 
which are the aspects of yourself you 
really cannot change, accept them, and 
then work on those that you can change. 
Many facets of ourselves are actually in 
our control. A charming personality can 
add much to our average appearance. A 
good character does much for our self¬ 
esteem. 

Personality can always be changed or 
improved. Even physical appearance can 
be improved by cashing in on your good 
features and downpbying your weaker 
points. 

Our attitude towards every aspect of 
ourselves is definitely in our control. We 
can accept what we cannot change and 
work on those wc can change, or we can 
invest all our energy on feeling negative 
about the unchangeable 
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Career Expo 1999 

Faridabad 

Glimpses of CNi's Participation 



Mr B.K. Panigrahi, Deputy Commissioner, Faridabad being Mped by Mr arid 

Ms Satinder of Competition Master during die draw of Ujcky vMnners^pf Ona>yw^ 
subscription of TTieCom^ietition Master / . ' 
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Mr Manoj Prabhakar, a grert cricketer, being welcomed by Mr ^ Narang, 1120 , Sector 23, 

H S Paul, ^te Satinder Kaur & Ms Varbka of Competition Master \^|^$iiWWwran Singh, 229 , Sector 19>^j 

;lWttbad ‘J 
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H«w Wall 

hmf* You Raad CM? 




The following quebtwns are based on the 
May 99 tssue of Tut CoMPnnim Mastpr, 
They will help you rmsc current affairs. If 
you do not know certain answers, do make 
an effort to locate them in the last issue. 

1. From where was the Insat-2E 
launched in April, 99? 

(a) Sriharikota 

(h) French Guyana 

(c) Bangalore 

(d) None of these 

2. Name the creator of the comic strip 
'The Phantom' who died recently? 

ffl) Frank Mitchell 

(b) Fred Wagner 

(c) Kevin Fagan 

(d) Ijee Falk 

3. Name the Patna High Court Chief 
Justice, who has been appointed as 
Governor of Bihar: 

(a) Brij Mohan Lai 

(it) Sundar Singh Bhandari 

(c) Jagir Kaur 

(d) None of these 

i The USA and EU have got into a 
trade war. Which product is the cause of 
this trade war? 

(a) Software 

(b) Pirated music 

(c) Bananas 

(d) Milk products 

5. In which country have 300,000 pigs 
been slaughtered to control the outbreak 
of viral diseases? 

(a) Indonesia (b) Malaysia 

(c) China (d) Singapore 

6. Where will the next SAARC summit 
be held? 

(fl) Nuwara Eliya (it) Colombo 
(c) Kathmandu (d) Dhaka 
7 The phenomenon of two full moons 
in a year was observed in March 1999. 
After how many years does this 
phenomenon occur? 

(a) 6 (it) 12 

(c) 18 (d) 19 


8. Which Indian company has been 
listed on the Nasdaq on March 11, 1999? 

(a) Reliance 
(h) HCL 

(c) Lucent Technologies 

(d) Infosys 

9. Name the three countries which 
have joined NATO recently: 

(<i) Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland 

(b) Czech Republic, Romania, Poland 

(c) Romania, Slovenia, Poland 

(d) Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Slovakia 

10. In which State has the racket been 
exposed in which NGOs were buying 
children and selling them abroad under 
the garb of adoption? 

(a) Kerala 

(it) Andhra Pradesh 
(c) Bihar 

W) Madhya Pradesh 

Why was Senari in the news 
recently? 

(fl) It was the scene of an earthquake 
(it) A telescope is being set up there 

(c) It was the scene of kUUngs in Bihar 

(d) None of these 

12. When did India's First War of 
Independence start? 

(fl) April 27, 1857 
(it) May 10,1857 

(c) May 18,1857 

(d) June 12,1857 

13. When was the Consumers Right 
Day observed in the country? 

(fl) March 15 (it) March 27 
(c) April 7 (d) April 15 

14. India's fbodgrain production has 

been pegged at_million tonnes for 

1998-99: 

(fl)195 (it) 198 (c)200 (d)207 

15. ICarunanidhi is the Chief Minister 
of which State? 

(fl) Andhra Prade^ (it) Karnataka 
(c) Kerala (d) Tamil Nadu 

16. The famous cartoonist Irfan 
Hussain, who was murdered in the Capital 
recently, was associated with which 


publication? 

(fl) India Today 
(it) Outlook 

(c) The Week 

(d) None of these 

17. Name the epicentre of the 
earthquake that struck the hill regions of 
Garhwal on March 29,1999: 

(fl) Rudraprayag 
(ft) Paaniyana 

(c) Chamoli 

(d) Malpa 

18. The Budweiscr Cup is awarded 
to: 

(a) Cricketers who cross the mark of 
10,(XK) runs 
(it) Golf champions 

(c) The first person to explore the 
North Pole 

(d) The first balloonist to circum¬ 
navigate the earth 

19. The city of Pataliputra was 
established by which of the following 
kings? 

(fl) Ashoka the Great 
(ft) King Ajatshatru 

(c) Chandragupta Maurya 

(d) None of these 

20. 'A Touch of Tennis' is the name of 
the autobiography of a tennis family of 
the country. Name which family is being 
referred to: 

(fl) Bhupathi (it) Paes 

(c) Kamad (d) Krishnan 

(Answers will appear in July 1999 issue) 

(Answers to May 1999 Quiz) 



ANSWERS • 


1. b 

2. d 

3. d 

4. c 

5. d 

6. b 

7. a 

8. b 

9. it 

10. c 

11. a 

12. d 

13. c 

14. c 

15. d 

16. b 

17. d 

18. a 

19. c 

20. d 

21. ft 

25. b 

22. b 

23. a 

24. d 
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O ne of the ways in which the Internet 
has revolutionized the way people 
communicate is Electronic Mail or 
Email for short. In terms of the implications 
of usage and the sheer number of people 
communicating throu^ it. Email has got to 
be the most us^ul aspect of the Internet. And 
yet, it is an incredibly simple concept. 

What is Email? 

imply put, it is just the electronic trans¬ 
fer of messages. One way of looking at 
Email is that it is simply the good old 
postal service, only that it is about a million 
times faster, a thousand times more reliable 
wd a hundred times cheaper! 

Addressing 

ne of the critical prerequisites of 
any messaging system, whether 
electronic or otherwise, is the way 
of identifying a user uniquely. This is done in 
the real world by using physical addresses. 
So, for example, someone's postal address 
combined witii his name can uniquely identi¬ 
fy that individual in this world. 

In a similar manner, the Email system 
also has a unique way of identifying a user. A 
typical Email address is very cryptic, but can 
identify an individual uniquely. For example, 
editorQcompetition.com is the Email address 
of the editor of this magazine. An Email 
address consists of two parts, one before the 
symbol, and one after it. The former is 
called the User ID or username and the latter 
the Domain Name. Togetfter these form a 
complete Email address. 

Using Email 

n order to use Email, besides an Internet 
coimection from an BP (Internet Service 
Provider), you will need a software pack¬ 
age. Ihere are several such packages and 
.; most of them are free. Some examples of free 
''Email packages are CXttlook Express, Eudora . 
lig^t, and Netscape Mail. 

A typical Email has a simple four-part 
structure; To, from, Subject, and Body. So, if 


you want to send an Email to the editor of 
this magazine, you should get connected to 
the internet, open your Email package and in 
the To box type editor@competitmmskr.com, 
in the From Box type in your Email address, 
in the Subject box should be the subject to 
which this Email relates and then type in 
your letter in the Body box. When you ate 
done, just click on the Send button and die 
Email will go, instantaneously! 

Advanced Features 

f course, Email has certain advanced 
features too. You can send a mail to 
as many people as you want. In addi¬ 
tion, you can send a "cc" (or "carbon copy") 
to more recipients or even a "bcc" (a "blind 
carbon copy"), which assures that the recipi¬ 
ents of your mail do not know who else you 
have sent the same Email too! 

But the best part is that you can also 
attach any file in your hard disk. This can 
save a lot of time and money while transfer¬ 
ring critical documents. 

Security 

mail is not without its share of prd> 
iems as far as security is concerned. 
Email can be intercept^ and read by 
people who are not the intended recipients. 
The chances of this happening depends on 
very many factors, most of which are b^ond 
the user's control. So, the orUy effective way 
of countering this threat is to encrypt Emails. 
Encryption means that even if someone inter¬ 
cepts your Email and reads it, he/she will not 
be able to make any sense out of it. 

The other issue with Email, especially 
when transacting business, is one of authenti¬ 
cation. For example, if you accept orders 
throu^ Email for a particular product, tiien 
what prevents someone from Emailing ficti¬ 
tious orders to you and swanking your 
entire delivery system? Fortunately, the tech¬ 
nology exists to^y, whereby it is possible to 
authenticate the sender. 

More about security oh Email next time. 









QUESTION }U ) \ 



I have a burning desire to serve 
in the armed forces. Since I am a 
girl, is there any possibility for 
me? 

—Tarini Pnya, Baripada (Orissa) 

Women are recruited in the 
armed forces in the following 
categories: 

Army Medical Corps 
(AMC), Army Dental Corps 
(ADC), Military Nursing Service 
(MNS), Army ^rvice Corps (ASC), 
Army Ordnance Corps (AOC), 
Army Education Corps (AEC), 
Corps of 
Engineers 
(Engrs), 

Corps of 
Signals 
(Sigs), Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineer Corps (EME), Intelligence 
Corps (Int. Corps), Judge Adjutant 
General (JAG). 

Entry is through Women Special 
Entry Scheme (Officers). The initial 
contractual period is five years. Lady 
officers carry reserve liability to serve the 
Indian Army for a period of 5 years plus 
2 years on voluntary basis, or upto 37 
years of age, whichever is earlier. The age 
limit for ASC, AEC and JAG is 21-27 
years, and for AOC, Engrs, Int. Corps, 
EME and Sigs the age limit is 19 to 25 
years. The minimum qualifications are as 
follows: 

t. ASC (Food Scientists): M.Sc. 
(Organic Chemistry Biochemistry). 

2. AOC: B.A./B.Sc. witli Computer 
Science, Commerce, Economics, Physics, 
Chemistry. 

3. AEC: P.G. Degree in the concerned 
subject. 

4. Engrs: B.E. Civil/Elec/Mech/ 
Architecture. 

5. Sigs: B.E. Telecom, Electronics, 
Computer. 

6. EME: B.E. Computers, Electronics 
Elec/Mech. 

7 Int. Corps: Graduates in any 
discipline 

8. JAG; LL.B. or equivalent. 

For more information, please 
write to Directorate General of 
Recruiting, West Block-Ill, R.K. Puram, 
New Delhi-110066. 



Bureau (IMRB). The majority of the 
jobs are available only to B.Tech. or 
MCA graduates of reputed 
colleges. If a good job be your 
consideration, it is better to 
appear in a competition and 
seek admission • to an 
engineering college or 
university. 


What is TOEFL? When 
does the advertisement appear for 
it? 

—Sunil S. Halapeti, Hubli (W.B.) 

T h e 


TER! 


1 take part in many essay 
competitions but I am never successful. 
Could you please guide me? 

—Manas Dwmdi, Gorakhpur (U P) 

Your essay should have some 
unique point or be expressed well so 
as to stand out among the entries. You 
have to think through the drafting stage 
and refine it Having done so, make 
sure you copy it neatly on a paper. It 
should not have cuttings, unnecessary 
marks or spelling mistakes. Initially, it 
may not fetch a prize but when you 
read prize winning entries, you will 
realise how best to put forward your 
view point and thereby join the prize 
winners. 

What is the difference between a 
programmer and system manager? 

—Mamsh Kumar, Bokaro (Bihar) 

A programmer writes programs for 
specific purposes for use on the computer. 
A systems manager is senior and is in¬ 
charge of the entire computer system and 
its optimum functioning. 

There are many private institutes 
offering computer courses. Should one 
do a course from them or from 
engineering college? 

—P. lagannadha Rao, Kommr (A.P.) 

Only about 1.5% of the software jobs 
in the IT Industry are taken by graduates 
of private^ institutes, according to a 
survey by Indian Market Research 


Test of 
English as 
a Foreign 
Language 
(TOEFL) is required to be taken if you 
are planning to go abroad for studies 
or a job. A score of 550 or above is 
normally considered satisfactory. The 
test can be taken at any time and no 
advertisement is issued. Apply directly 
to IPEM, 119/25A, Mahatma Gandhi 
Marg, Allahabad - 211001. As these tests 
arc expensive, one should appear only 
when one has made up one's mind to 
go abroad. 

What is the difference between a 
share and debenture? 

—Kishore C. Panda, Kendrapara (Orissa) 

An owner of an equity share is part 
owner of the company he invests in. It 
means that he owns part of the paid-up * 
capital of the company and will get a 
share of the profits as and when they 
are declared. A debenture is a fixed 
interest bearing loan. The returns in 
shares can vary from year to year but 
carry a fixed rate in the case of 
debentures. 

Why does milk spill out when 
heated? « 

—K. Damodar Reddy, Hyderabad (A.P.) 

When milk is heated, cream rises to 
the surface. This prevents wafer vapour 
bubbles to escape from the surface, as 
the milk is heated more. A situation 
comes when the vapour pushes the film J 

of cream uptfrards, making die milk to ’ 
spill out. 
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Notable amongst the significant 
/ents which were registered during 
le months of June in the Indian 
istory include: pronouncement of 
eath sentence on Khudiram Bose on 
me 13,1908 for 'murdering' two 
nglish ladies—^Mrs and Miss 
cnnedy—m a bomb attack, sentencing 
anesh Savarkar to Kala Pani on June 
1909 for writing poems aimed at 
/aguig war against government', 
inferring of Knighthood on Rabindra 
ath Tagore and Kaiser-i-Hmd Medal 
Mahatma Gandhi by Emperor on 
me 3,1915; Madan Mohan 
alaviya's election to Viceregal 
auncil on June 3,1919; 
onouncement of judgement on June 
; 1929 in Assembly Bomb Case, 
ntencing transportation for life for 
lagat Singh; Bhagat Singh starting his 
lie hunger strike in Jail on June 15, 

29 for Jail reforms; clearmg of desk 
r the formation of Interim 
ivernment on June 16,1946 when the 
ceroy invited 14 members to jom the 
me; Lord Mountbatten constituting 
e Partition Committee on June 27, 

47; Lai Bahadur Shastri's unanimous 
imination for the Prime Ministership 
i June 2,1964; historic devaluatiem of 
dian Rupee by 36.5 per cent on June 
1966; Allahabad Hi^ Court setting 
ide the election of Prime Minister 
dira Gandhi on June 12,197S; 
esident declaring 'Emergency' owing 
'dueat to security from mtemal 
Bturbarues* on June 26,1975; Prime 
inister Moraiji Desai asking die 
uon Home Minister Charan Singh 
d the Union Healdi hfinister Raj 
train to resi^ hrom die Cabinet ^ 
ne 29,1978; Kapd's devils, after ' 
ipin^ out Au^alia, England and 
est Indies in a we^'s tune, lifting 
e World Cup on June 2S, 1983; 


Beginning of Operation Blue Star on 
June 2,1984; Harshad Mehta alleging 
on June 16,1991 that he had paid Rs 1 
crore to Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao in November, 1991; Yashwant 
Sinha presenting Vajpayee 
government's first Union Budget on 
June 1, 1998. 


Dedicatory 

Adam Smith, the Scottish 
Economist and author of the fame of 
'Wealth of Nations', was bom on 
June 5,1723. 

Gustav Tammann, the 
Russian Chemist, considered as 
the founder of the Science of 
Metallurgy, was born on June 9, 
1861. 

Har Bilas Sarda, a social 
reformer of the tame of Sarda Act, 
scholar who established D A.V 
School in Ajmer, was bom on June 3, 
1867 at Ajmer 

Narayan Manohar Joshi, 
considered as the Father of Indian 
Trade Unions, was bom on June 5, 

1879. 

Helen Keller, the American 
champion * who helped the 
disabled, was born on June 27, 

1880. 


Internationa] 

The array of prominent events 
which occurred during the months of 
June at the International level include: 
beginning of World War 1 on June 28, 
1914 wldi Austria invading Serbia; 
completion of the first non-stop trans- 
Atlantic flight on June 14,1919; 
signing of Peace Treaty qf Versailles 
marking the end of first World War on 
June 28,1919; opening of World's first 


drive-in movie theatre in New Jersey 
on June 6, 1933; Germany invading 
Soviet Union with three million troops 
on June 22, 1941; House of 
Representatives over-ruling President 
Roosevelt's Veto and making Anti¬ 
strike Bill a Law on June 25, 1943; 
landmg of Allies in Normandy on 
June 6, 1944; signing of United 
Nations Charter by 50 nations, at San 
Francisco, on June 26, 1945; renaming 
of Trans-jordan as Jordan on June 2, 
1949; Valentina Tereshkova becoming 
the first woman to orbit in space on 
June 16, 1963; pronouncement of life 
imprisonment on Nelson Mandela, 
Walter Sislu and six others in 
Sabotage Trial on June 12, 1964; China 
exploding the first Hydrogen Bomb 
on June 17, 1967; decision of 
Stockholm Conference to observe June 
5 as World Environment Day, on June 
5, 1972; President Sadat reopening 
Suez Canal after exactly eight years of 
Its closer to world shippmg on June 5, 
1975; Mozambique attaining freedom 
after nearly SOO years of Portuguese 
rule on June 25, 1975; Botham 
becoming the first cricket player to 
score a hundred and take eight 
wickets in a smgle innings on June 
19,1978; Bjorn Borg winning the 
French Open for a record 6th time and 
4th time in a row on June 7,1981; 
Margaret Thatcher becoming the first 
leader in 160 years of British history 
to gain three successive terms in 
office on June 12, 1987; Campbell 
becoming the first woman Prime 
Minister of Canada on June 25,1993; 
Maradona scoring the 1500th goal in 
the World Cup History on June 25, 
1994; leading a delegation of 1000, 
President Bill Clinton becoming tlie 
first US Pr^ident to visit China on 
June 25, 1998, since Hananmen 
massacre. 
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ESSAY- 


Importance of Outline 


A formal outline has four uses; it 
helps a writer to clarify his purpose and 
organize his material to achieve that 
purpose; it olfers a convenient way of 
testing the proposed organization of an 
essay; it may occasionally serve as a 
complete communication in itself; and 
it may be used as an aid to efficient 
reading. 

In practice, most often begin to 
outline before they fully understand what 
they want to do. They go through a period 
of preliminary outlining during which 
they are not really drawing up a plan tor 
the es.say, but are feeling their way toward 
their purpose. 

However, we use the outline as a tool 
to help us clarify our thoughts We could 
save ourselves a good deal of trouble if 
we could sec how' our material should be 
organized. The cxperunental outlines are 
often a necessary means of tliinking out 
our purpose so that we can proceed to the 
final outline. 

Suppose you arc asked to write an 
essay on the characteristics of college 
students. Assume that you have done the 
necessary reading and have acquired a 
collection of notes. As you study these 
notes (grouping similar kinds of 
information together) you decide that 
college students have certain 
characteristics, which you list as 
follows: 

They notice the heading in the text 
books. Tliey are more self-conscious than 
other students. They are relatively 
interested in the opposite sex. They are 
more independent. They take a slightly 
lighter schedule. They are persistent. They 
recite to themselves. They dear up any 
point they do not understand before going 
on to another. They spend a little more 
time than the average in study. They are 
happy itt college. They participate in more 
extracurricular activities, but mostly in 
clubs in which the interest is intellectual 


rather than social. They usually have 
abilities necessary for success in their 
chosen profession. 

As you study these characteristics you 
begin to see that some of them are related. 
So you begin to group them imder what 
seem to be topic headings, which at first 
may look something like this: Study 
habits, Age, Personality traits. Social 
cliaracteristics. 

On reconsidering these headings you 
see that the dominant topics seem to be 
study habits and personality traits. 

I You put a question mark before some 
I of the items because you feel that they do 
not lit too well under their headings, and 
you see that a pattern is beginning to 
emerge. 

At this point you are tempted to draft 
as your thesis- College students have 
characteristic personality traits and study 
habits. You recognize that if that is all you 
are going to show you might as well hand 
in your list of characteristics, since they 
show all that your essay says 

As you study your material again, 
you begin to see a variety of possibilities. 
You could write to show that the 
superiority of college students is 
determined by academic rather than by 
social success. Since that seems self- 
evident, you reject it. You try "Although 
students are happy in college, they are not 
socially succes^ul" 

That seems better, but you realize 
that it puls too much emphasis on the 
personality traits and not enough on 
study habits; so you try again. Finally, 
you decide that if you wrote an essay to 
show that students are better adjusted in 
their academic than in their social 
activities, you could get a unified essay 
which would allow you to use most of 
your material. 

It gives you, in a form convenient for 
review, a digest of the basic content. In 
both these ways the outline is to the essay 


what a map is to a city. It is an efficient 
and streamlined device for understanding 
the total structure and the relations among 
parts. 

You have the basic organization of 
your paper completed. You may still 
subdivide some of your headings. The 
study habits might be subdivided, and 
different non-social attitudes might be 
recognized. But these are refinements. Tlie 
basic structure has been established. 

A badly organized essay will not be 
successful no matter how well it is written 
in other ways. Therefore, if there arc flaws 
in the organization you plan to use, it will 
be wise to detect them before beginning 
the first draft. Since the outline serves as 
a sort of X-ray picture of the skeleton of a 
piece of writing, it offers a convenient and 
reliable test of organization and allows a 
change of plans before it is too late. 

Drawing up a sound outline is a 
rigorous exercise in logic. Students 
sometimes try to escape the discipline it 
imposes. Every instructor is familiar 
with the student request, "Can't I write 
the outline after I write the paper? It's a 
lot easier that way." This is much like 
asking, "Can't I study the road map after 
I have made the trip?" or "Can't I 
prepare the blueprint after I have built 
the house?" 

Once the essay has been written, the 
plan is not needed. It is true that, as one 
writes, he may make organizational 
changes he did not foresee when he made 
the outline, and there is no reason why he 
should not do so. But if it requires careful 
planning, this should be <}pne before the 
ba.sic structure is laid down. 

An outline sometimes serves as a 
communication in its own right. 
Assignments sometimes specify an oudine 
as the Bnal product Sometimes an oudine 
is required insteid of a summary to show 
that the student has mastered tiw content 
of an essay. 
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Quairtitalive ApHtude 

NDA Ixaminatloii Special 


1. Which one of the following is a rational number? 

(fl) (Sf (b) 2V2 (c) 2 + J2 (d) ^ 


2. Rational Number 
ers' 

(a) -2 and -3 
(c) -4 and -5 


— lies between consecutive 

D 

(b) -3 and -4 
(d) ~5 and -6 


3. 1+- 


Is equal to; 




w I m 1 (0 3' m ij 

4. The divisor when the quotient, dividend and the 
uiinder are respectively 547,171282 and 71 is equal to- 

(a) 333 (b) 323 (c) 313 (d) 303 

5. The value of + >/!09 - V.OOQ009 is: 

(fl) 30.297 (b) 30.197 (c) 30.097 (d) 30.397 

6. Speed of a train is 36 km per hour. If it passes a tree in 
seconds, then the length of the train is: 

(fl) 30 metres (b) 50 metres 

(c) 60 metres (d) 90 nwtres 

7. A and B are 25 kms apart. If they travel in opposite 
^on, (hey meet after one hour. If they travel in the same 
ection, they meet after 5 hours. If A travels faster than B, then 
speed of A is: 

(fl) 10 km/hr (b) 12.5 km/hr 

(c) 15 km/hr (d) 20 km/hr 

8. 12 women conq>lete a work in 20 days. If only 8 women 
employed, the time required to complete the same work is: 

(fl) 30 days (b) 26 days (c) ^ days (d) 40 days 

9. A complete a work in 12 days ar^ B complete the 
work in 24 days. If both of them work togedtei^ the 

v required to complete die work will be: 

(fl)8 (b)6 (c)7 (d)5 

10. If the price of potatoes is reduced by 25%, one can buy 
) kg'more for Rs 100. Ihe reduced price of potatoes is: 

(ii) Rs 3 per kg (b) Rs 350 per kg 

(e) Rs 4 per kg (d) Rs 4.50 per kg 

11. If selling [Hdce of 16 items is same as die cost price of 20 

Wt IhiCR dim is a: ' 

^loflsofm (b)t06so{m 

(c)giinof20% (d)gainof25% 

12. During S perfod of two years, a principal of Rs 100 

■ jiSlt MS i 


amounts to Rs 121 at the annual compound rate of r%. The value 
of r will be- 

(fl) 9 (b) 10 (c) f (d) 11 

13. The compound interest of Rs 1,000 at the rate of 10% 
will be Rs 210 in 

(fl) one year (b) two years 

(c) diree years (d) four years 

14. The difference between simple and compound interest 
on Rs 5,000 for three years at the annual interest rate of 10% is: 

(fl) Rs 300 (b) Rs 250 (c) Rs 155 (d) Rs 150 

15. A bag contains Rs 90 in coins. If coins of 50 paise, 25 
paise and 10 paise are in the ratio 2 - 3:5, then the number of 25 
paise coins m the bag is- 

(fl) 80 (b) 100 (c) 120 (d) 135 

16 A specific distance (x km) is to be covered in a specific 
time. If a car runs at a speed of 20 km per hour, then it reaches 
late by 15 minutes. If its speed is 40 km per hour, then it reaches 
15 minutes earlier. The value of x would be: 

(fl) 10 km (b) 20 km (c) 150 km (d) 200 km 

17. The greatest integer that divides 358, 376, 232 leaving 
the same remainder In each case is: 

(fl) 6 (b) 7 (c) 18 (d) 9 

18. The units digit of every prime number (other than 2 and 
5) must be necessarily; 

(fl)l,3or5 (b)l,3,7or9 

(c) 7 or 9 (d) 1 or 7 

19 If the number 243 B 5,1 is divisible b)' 9, then the valu^ 
of digit marked as (x) would be; c « 

MSf 3 (b) 1 (c) 2 id) 4 

20. The G C.D. of two whole numbers is 5 and their L.C. M 
is 60. If one of the number is 20, then the other number would be: 

(a) 25 (b) 13 (c) 16 (d) 15 

21. The number of possible pairs of number, whose product 
is 5400 and the HCF is 30, is. 

(fl) 1 (b) 2 (c) 3 (d) 4 

22. The least number whidh when divided by 2,3,4,5 and 
6 leaves the remainder 1 in each case. If foe same nunfoer is 
divided by 7 it leaves no remainder. The number is: 

(fl) 231 (b) 301 (c) 371 (d) 441 

23. Lrt f(x)» g(x) q(x) + r(x) where ^x), g(x), q(x) and r(x) 
are poiyiuunials, and degree of r(x) <deg. q(x). 

If deg. fix) < deg. g(x), foen deg. q(x) is: 

(fl) not de^ed" (b) 0 

(c) deg. fix) - deg. g(x) (d) deg. fix) + deg. g(x) 

24. The value (fo 

micoHPETnm 


k)g^a^. log^b*. logjC* is: 

(fl) 1 ib) 4 (c) 6 (J) 8 

25. If log,^+logijii=log,„ (m+n) and m=7, then the value 
of nis: 


(«) 5 ib) I (c) ~ id) I 

26. Three belis, toll at Intervals of 36 sec, 40 sec and 48 sec 
respectively They start ringing together at particular time Ihey 
next toll together after. 

{a) 6 minutes {b) 12 minutes 

(c) 18 minutes (d) 24 minutes 

27. A has certain amount m his account He gives half of his 
to his eldest son and one third of the remainmg to his youngest 
son. The amount left with him now is: 

1 2 

(a) j of the original (b) j of the original 

3 1 

(c) ~of the original (d) - of thr original 

28. Ifx + y + z = 0, then x’ + y' + z’ is equal to: 


( 11)0 (b)3xyz (c) 

xyz 

(d) xyz (xy + yz + zx) 

29. Factors of 16x^ - 9 (y + 2x)* are; 

(a) {2x + 3y) (lOx + 3y) (b) -<2x + 3y) (lOx + 3y) 

(c) (2x + lOy) {x + 3y) (d) -(2x + lOy) (x + 3y) 

30. The remainder when x^ - y* is divided by x - y is- 

(a) 0 (6) X + y (c) x* - y* (d) 2y* 

31. If x’ - 5x* + 7 is divisible by (x + 2), then the renuiinder 

(a) -21 (b) -20 (c) -17 (d) -25 

32. H.C.F. of x’ -1 and xH x^ + 1 will be: 

(a) X -1 (6) X* + x + 1 

(c) X* - x + 1 (d) X* - X -1 

33. The L.C.M. of xy + yz + zx + y* and x’ + xy + yz + zx is 

(a) X + y (b) y + z 

(c) (x + y) (y + z) (z + x) (d) x^ + y^ 


34. The solution of 


2x-<-3 3x-l . 


w -i- 


M-l 


35. If X = 2, then the value of xH -4- is: 

X 

(a) 4 (6) 8 (c) 12 (d) 34 

36. Five tables and eight diairs cost Rs 7^50; three tables 
and five chairs cost Rs 4,475. The price of a table is: 

(a) Rs 950 (6) Rs 325(c) Rs 925 (d) Rs 350 

37. sum and difference of two expressions is 5x’ - x - 4 
and x’ + 9x -10 respectively, then die expressions are: 

(a) (4x> + 8x-6),(4x»-l(]^ + 2) 

(b) (2x» + 4x-3),(3x»-l0x-6) 

(c) {3x* + 4x-7),(2x>-5x + 3) 

(d) (3x' + 4x + 7),(2x»-5x-3) 


38. If the sum and the product of two numbers are 25 and 
144 respectively, dien the diffoence of the numbers must be: 

(a) 3 (b) 5 (c) 7 (d) 11 

39. The values of x and y satisfying the two equations 
32x + 33y = 31,33x + 32y = 34 re^ectively will be; 

(a)-1,2 (b)2,-l (c)0,0 (d)2,3 

40. If 2x’ + 4x* + 2ax + b IS exaedy divisible by x^ -1, then 

the value of a and b respectively will be- * 

(a) 1,2 (6)-1,4 (c)l,-2 (d)-l,-4 

41. The sum of two numbers is 9 and the sum of their squares 
IS 41. The numbers ate: 

(a) 4 and5 (6) 1 and 8 (c) 3and 6 (d) 2and 7 

42. If the sum of the squares of roots of the equation 
x^ + 2x-p = 0isl0, then the value of p will be: 

(a) -3 (b) 3 (c) 6 (d) -6 

43 If Ae equation 4x’ + x (p+1) + 1 * 0 has exaedy two 
equal roots, then one of the values of p is; 

(a) 5 (b) -3 (c) 0 id) 3 

44. If a and /) are the roots of the equation 5x^ - x - 2 = 0, 

4 

2 2 

then the equation tor which roots are — and ^ is 

{B))d-x + 10 = 0 (6))d-x-10 = 0 
(c) x’ + X + 10 = 0 (d) X* + x -10 = 0 

45. If 3" = 27, then 3"^ is: 

(a) 3 (6) I (c) I id) 9 

46. If a = b’, b = c^ c * a‘, then xyz is: 

(a) -1 ib) 0 (c) 1 (d) abc 

47. If p = x'^’ + x"'^’, then p’ - 3p is equal to: 

.(a) 3 (b) ^(x+x-) (c) X + X-' (d) 2(x+x-') 

48. One of the De Morgan's laws is: 

(fl) AuB = AnB (h) (AuB)'= AuB 
(c) (AuB)' = A' u B' (d) (A n B)' = A' uB' 

49. If A * set of positive integers and B = set of negative 
integers, then An B is: 

(a) {0} (b) set of all integers 

(c) ^ (d)ri,2,3,.) 

50. 



P, Q, R are given nonempty sets. The marked region in the 
diagram is equal to: 

(a) Pu(QuR) (b) Pn(Q uR) 

(c) P«j(QnR) (d) hone of the above 
51. In the given figure, AOB i» a straight Uhe. If 
ZAOC /iCOD => 100“, arid * ^COD « 146“, then 
.^COD is: 
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(fl) 66- (i>) 76 (C) 80“ (d) 86" 

51 n coplanar straight lines meet at a point. The angles 

between consecutive lines are x*, 2x’,.. nx . The value of n, 

in order that the minimum angle be 36 , is: 

(a) 3 (b) 4 (c) 5 (d) 6 

53. If each interior angle of a regular polygon is 10 times its 
exterior angle, then the number of sides of polygon is: 

(a) 12 (b) 18 (c) 22 (d) 24 

54. Match List-1 with list-II and select the correct answer 
using the codes given below the lists: 


List-I 

(Rej^ular plane 


List-II 

(Measure of interior 


figure) 

angles) 

A. Triangle 

1. 30° 

B. Square 

2. 60° 

C. Pentagon 

3. 108° 

D. Hexagon 

e 

O 


5. 120° 


Codes: 

A B C D 
(fl) 4 1 2 5 

(h) 2 4 3 5 

(c) 1 4 3 2 

(d) 2 3 14 

55. If an angle is eiglit times its complementary angle, then 
the measurement of the angle is: 

(fl) 10° (b) 20° (c) 80° (d) 160° 

56. In the given figure, Z0 is less than one-third of a riglrt 

angle, dien: „ 

✓ L. 


(fl) ♦>150" (i») ♦ 2:150“ (c) ♦:S150° (<0 ^<150° 

57. In the given figure, line ST is drawn parallel to SQ. If 

ZQPS ■ 100°, ZPQS=40°- ZPSR»85° and ZQRS = 70°, 
then ZQRT is: p n 



(fl) 45° (fr) 65° (c) 85° (d) 90* 

58. I, m, n are parallel lines. If p intersects them at A, B, C 
and q at D, E, F, th^: 

(fl) AB * DE and BC * EF always 

(b) At least one of the pairs AB, DE and BC, EF are 
necessarily equal 

(c) At least one of the pairs AB, BC and DE, EF ate 

necessarily equal ' 

/,« M de 
BC" EF 

59. The internal bisectors of ZQ and ZR of APQR meet at 
C. If ZP » 70°, then ZQCR is: 

(fl) 110° (b) 125° (c) 130° (d) 140° 

60. a, ar; r<l are the sides of a triangle. If the triangle is 
a right angled triangle, then r^ is given by: 

w ^ m w ^ ^ 

61. ABC is a triangle. A line PQ intersects the sides AB and 

, AP AQ m , . 

AC in points P and Q such that ~, m, n being 

positive integers. The line PQ will pass through the centre of 
gravity of the triangle if the value of m, n respectively is: 

(fl) 2, 3 (b) 1, 2 (c) 1, 3 (d) 2,1 

62. The triangle ABC and PQR may not be congruent when: 

(fl) AB = PaAC*PR, ^A = ZP 

(b) AB = PQ, AC = PR, Altitude AD = Altitude PS 

(c) AB = pa AC = PR, ZB = ZQ 

(d) ZA = ZP, ZB = ZQ, Altitude AD « Altitude PS 

63. Ihe four triangles formed by joining the midpoints of. 

the sides of a triangle respectively are: _ 

(fl) similar, not necessarily congruent 

(b) congruent 

(c) equilateral 

(d) isosceles 

64. If in triangles PQR and LMN, ZP*ZM = 60”, 
PQ : ML = PR: MN and ZN =. 55°, then ZQ is: 

(fl) 50° (b) 55° (c) 65° (d) 75“ 

65. If in a triangle XYZ, P, Q are points on XY, XZ 
respectively such that XP ^ 2PY, XQ s 2 QZ, then the ratio, area 
of AXPQ ; area of AXYZ, is: 

(fl) 4:9 (b) 2:3 (c) 3:2 (d) 9:4 

66. ABC is an isosceles triangle with AB a AC a 5 and. 
BC a 6. If G is the coitroid of AABC, then AG is equal to: 

(fl)T (b)i .(c)| (d)| 


id) I 


3 3 '"'3 3 

67. In die givoi figure, AP, W and Cfi are medians of a 
trian^e ABC and 0 is a |i^t of concurrency or medians. If 
AO a 6 cm, then OD is equal to: 


t juw tlN • 1 tiC 00 lffBTIX)Nim^ 



OBJtCT/VF-TYPE ( U 


A 



(a) 2 cm (b) 3 cm (c) 4 cm {</) 2/3 cm 

68. In the given figure, .<!iCAB = 80 ,ZABC = 40 .The sum 
of ZDAB + ZABD is equal to; 



(a) 80° (b) 100 (c) 120” (<f) 140” 

69. If one angle of the parallelogram is 16* less than three 
times the smallest angle, then the largest angle of the 
puallelogram is;, 

(a) 131° (b) 136” (c) 112 ” (d) 108* 

70. In the given circle ABCD, 0 is the centre and 

iiBDC*" 42°. The ZACB is equal to; 



(a) 42” (b) 45 (0 48 (d) 60° 

71. PQKS is a parallelogram. If L, M are the midpoints of 
QR and PS respectively, and 0 is any point on LM, then the area 
of triangle OFQ is equal to; 

(a) -I* td of die parallelogram PQRS 

(b) ^ th of the parallelogram PQRS 

(c) ^of the parallelogram PQRS 

(d) ^di of the paraltelogram PQRS 

72. In the given figure, if C is the centre of the circle 

and /3»QC=25” and iiPRC*15*, then -dQCR is equal 
to; 


r 



(a) 40° (b) 60° (c) 80” (d) 120” 

73. Three wires of lengthform a triangle surmounted 

by another circular wire. If /, is Ihe diameter and f,« 2 ./,, dien the ^ 
angle between /, and will be: 

(n) 30“ (b) 60” (c) 45” (d) 90” 

74. Two circular wheels are rolling on a horizontal road. 

The loci of the centres will be; , 

(a) two circles (b) rectangle 

(c) two straight lines (d) parallelogram 

75. A and B are two fixed points in a plane. If P is a moving 
point in the plane such that PA = PB, tlien: 

(a) the locus of P is the line AB itself 

(b) the locus of P is a line parallel to AB 

(c) the point P always malcK equilateral triangles with 
A,B 

(d) for all positions of P, the triangle PAB is isosceles 

76. If die diagonal of a square is halved, the ratio of its area 
to that of the original one is: 

W I W j W 5 W I 

71. The length (in meters) of a rope, by which a cow must 
be tethered in order tfiat it may graze over an area of 616 sq m, 
is: 

(a) 14 (b) 12 (c) 16 (d) 18 

78. The area of a rhombus, one side of which measurs 25 
cms and diagonal 30 cms, is; 

{a) 600 sq cm (b) 250 sq cm 

(c) 200 sq cm (d ) 150 sq cm 

79. The cross-section of a canal is a trapezium in shape. If 
the canal is 8 m wide at the top and 6 m wide at the bottom and 
the area of cross-section is 644 sq m, then the length of the canal 
is: 

(a) 90 m (b) 92 m' (c) 94 m (d) 96 m 

80. If ^ passes through the centre of the circle, then the 
area of the shaded region in the given figure is: 



(fl) -(S-rr) (b) AHa/2-l) • 

ic)2aHn-l) (d)^(;r/2-l) .. 

81. The area (in square units) of a regular KSxagon, each 
side of which is 2 units, is; 

( 0)8 (b) 10.392 (appiox.) 

(c) 12 J (d) 18 

82. Squares are coniuitetied on ^ outer side of a ri^t 

angled triai^e on each of its three sk^. li die Icr^ of dte two . 
•ktocontainhigdw right ah^ ere Scih and 10'cmns^ecti^^ ' 
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then the total area of toe regions bounded by the diagram is: 
(a) 250 sq cm (b) 200 sq cm 
(c) 300sqcm (d) 2>^sqcm 
83. The area of the field ABGFEA is: 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1 («) 2 (l>) ^ = -3.6 



3 (c) 1- 




(fl) 7225 m^ (b) 7230 m’ 

(c) 7235 m» (d) 7240 m^ 

84. The total surface area of the cube is 216 sq cm. The 
length of the longest pole that can be kept inside the cube 
is: 

(fl) 6y/3 m 6 

(c) 8 (d) 7S 

85. The dimensions of a hall are 40 m, 25 m and 20 m If 
each person requires 200 cubic m, then the no. of persons who 
can be accommodated in the hall are: 

(fl) 150 (b) 140 

(c) 120 (d) 100 

86. A 2 unit high marble slab with a 1 unit x 4 unit base is 
fixed to toe floor of a courtyard. The surface area of toe marble 
which is visible is; 

(a) 28 sq units (b) 26 sq units 

(c) 24 sq units (d) 20 sq units 

87. A river 3 m deep and 60 m wide is flowing at the rate 
of 2.4 km/hour. The amount of water running into toe sea per 
minute is: 

(a) 6000 cubic m (b) 6400 cubic m 

(c) 6800 cubic m (d) 7200 cubic m 

88. The height of a conical tent at the centre is 5 m The 
distance of any point on its circular base from toe top of the tent 
is 13 m. The area of toe slant suilace is: 

(«) 144 re sq m (b) 130 ir sq m 

(c) 156 ;r sq m (d) 169 ;r sq m 

89. The area of the curved surface of a right circular 
cone of diameter 14 cm is 550 cml The height of the cone 
is: 

(s) 25 cm (b) 22 cm (c) 23 cm (d) 24 cm 

90. A right pyramid is on a r^ar hexagonal base. Each 
side of toe base is 10 m. Its height is^ m, The volume of toe 
pyramid is: . 

»5196m» (b) 5200in» 

(c)5210m» (d) 5220 m' 


. ,, „ .... 171282 - 71 _ 

4. (c) Reqd. divisor ® - -= 313 

5. (a) Value » 30 + .3 - 003 = 30.297 

5 

6 . (c) Length of train * (36 x ) m/sec x 6 sec « 60 m 

D = Sx t 

7. (c) Let the speed of A and B be x and y respectively 

A.T5. X + y = 25 .. (i) 5x - 5y => 25 ... (ti) 

Solving (i) and (ii), x = 15 km/hr 

8 . (a) Inverse variation 12 :8 x : 20 

x = = 30 days 

9. (a) Work done by both in 1 day = ^ “ g 

Reqd time s 8 days 

10. (c) Reduced price of 6 25 kg potatoes = 25% of Rs 100 

25 100 

Reduced price per kg = ^ xlOO x ~ » Rs 4 

11. (d) Cost of 20 items = S.P. of 16 articles 

It means by selling 16 items there is a gain of 4 items 

.•.% gain * ^ xlOO * 25% 

12 . (b) A = P(1 + ^)' 

R 121 R 
121^100(1. or 

13. (b)CJ..Pl(l+^r-ll 

.•.210«1000((l+^)“-l]=* n = 2 

PRT _ 5000x10x3 __ 

14. (c)SJ. = -^-ioO-- 

CJ.. 50001(1+^)’ - II • Rs 1655 

Difference »1655 -1500 » Rs 155 

15. (c) Rado of coins of SO p :2Sp :10pai2:3;S 

Ratio of values - I: f «20:15:10»4:3:2 





Value of 25 p coins = = Rs 30 

* 4+3+2 

No of corns s 30 x4 a 120 

Of 2x X 50 + 3x X 25 + 5x xlO = 9000 =» x = 40 

3x = 120 No of 2Sp coins = 120 

n IS X 15 . , 


1 C /u\ JL i'’ ^ 

20 ■ 60 * 40 60 


X = 20 km 


17 (c)358 

376 

376 

232 

358 

232 

126 

18 

144 


Reqd no = H C F of 18, 126, 144 = 18 

18 (b) 

19 (a) 2+4+3+x+S+l = 15+x is divisible by 9 

Clearly x must be equal to 3 

20 (d) Other no = = 5xM ^ 15 

1st no 20 

21 (h) H C F = 30 Let the nos be 30x and 30y 

30xx10y = 5400 xy = 6 

(1,2) (2,3) 

Possible pairs are (30 x], 30 x6) and (30 x 2, 30 x 3) 
I e 2 pairs 

22 (b) LCM of 2,3,4,5,6 = 60 

60 X 1 + 1 = 61 not divisible by 7 

60 x2 + 1 = 121 not divisible by 7 

60 X 3 + 1 = 181 not divisible by 7 

60 X 4 + 1 = 241 not divisible by 7 

60 X 5 + 1 = 301 which is divisible by 7 Ans = 301 

23 (a) 

24 (d) log^a* logjb* log^c* = 2 log^a 2 log^b 2 log^c 

= 8(log^a log^b) log,c = 8 log^a log^c 
= 8 log^c = 8x1 = 8 

25 (c) log,^ + log,„n = logjm+n) => log,^ = log,„(m+n) 

mn = m+n =^7n = 7 + n =sn= - 

26 (b) Reqd no = L C M. of 36,40,48 = 720 sec 

720 

= = 12 minutes 

111 1 

27 (fl) Reqdamount=l-('j + j x-)ofongmal= goforigmal 


31 (a) Let f(x)« x* - 5x*+7 when f(x) is divided by x+2 

Remainder = f(-2) = (-2)’ -5(-2)’ + 7 = -8 -20+ 7*-2 

32 (b) x’-l=fx-l)(x2 + x + l) 

x^ + x* + 1 = x^ +2x’+l -)d = (xH 1)* -x* 

= (x* + 1 + x) (x* + 1 - x) 

HCF =xHx + l 

33 (c) xy + yz + 2x + y’ = xy +2X + y/ + y^ 

= x(y + z) +y (z + y) = (y + z) (x f y) 

X* + xy + yz + zx = x(x+y) +z (y + x) = (x+y) (x+z) 

LCM = (x + y) (y + z) (z + x) 

2y + 'I — 1 

^ 2 x ^i = => 6x’ + 9x + 2x + 3 = 6x^-2x-3x + ; 

16x = -2 =^x = 

35 (d) x - ^ = 2 Squaring, x’ + \ -2 = 4 or x’ + \ = 6 

X X \ 

On squarmg, x^ + +2 = 36 or =34 

36 (rt) Let the cost of a chair and table be Rs x and Rs j 

respectively 8x + 5y = 7350 (/) 

5x + 3y = 4475 (») 

Solvmg (/) and (h), y = Rs 950 

37 (c) P + Q = 5xJ-x-4 ( 1 ) 

P-Q = x^ + 9x-10 («) 

Solving ( 1 ) and (ii), we get 
P = 3x* + 4x-7, Q = 2x2-5x + 3 

38 (c) (a -b)^ = (a + b)^ -4ab = 25^-4 xl44 = 49 a -b = 7 

39 (b) (2, -1) satisfies both tlie equations Ans (2, -1) 

40 (d) x^ -1 = (x+1) (x-1) 

Let p(x) = 2x’ + 4x^ + 2ax+b 
As p(x) IS divisible by x* -1 / c by both x+1, x-1 
p(l) = 0 and p(-l) = 0 

2(l)’ + 4(l)2+2ax]+b = 0 or2a + b = -6 ( 1 ) 

2(-l)’ + 4(-l)* + 2a X (-1) + b = 0 or -2a + b = -2 (it) 
Solving ( 1 ) and (ii) a = -1, b = -4 

41 (a) x+y = 9 x* +y’ = 41 =»x* + (9 - x)^ = 41 => x = 4,5 

y = 9-4 = 5ory = 9-5 = 4 Nos are4,5 

42 (W « + = ^ Sumofroots= — 

11 a 


28 (b) 

29 (b) 16x» - 9 (y + 2x)^ = (4x)» - I3(y + 2x)P 

=l4x - 3(y + 2x)] (4x + 3(y + 2x)l = (-3y - 2x) (lOx + 3y) 
= -(2x + 3y) (lOx + 3y) 


30, (fl) 


x ^-y* (x-y)(x + y)(x ^ + y^) 


(x+y) (x* + y*) 


Remamder = 0 


a^+^^ * (a+^)* -2a)3 
10 = (-2)»-2x{^) 

10 = 4 + 2p ‘.p » 3 
(d)a = 4, b = p + l, c = l 
As the roots are equal 
• D = 0 =» (p +1)* -16 = 0 


Products - 

* a 


D » -4ac 
= (p + 1)M X 4 X 1 
= (p+l)*-16 
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=» p = 3, -5 

44. (d) a+j3 » o^-~^ 

„ 2.2 2/J+2a 2(a+/J) ^ _ , 

i 

2 2 4 4 • 

P=i- + 4 » =-^ =-10 

a p ap z? 

5 

.*. The rcqd equation is x' - Sx +P 
ie,x^- (-1) X + (-10) = 0 or x' + X -10 = 0 

45. {(1)3'’ = 27 = 3’.. n = 3 3''2=3’-2 = 3 
46 (c) a = b’, b = c^ c = a' b = (ii')’ = a*" 

a = (a”)‘= a‘>' ..\yz=l 


ZQRT = ZSQR » 65' (alt Za) 


47 (c) p = x’ + —f 


Cubing both sides, 


/ 

1 i 

p’ = x + ^ + 3 xx’X-y x’+-j- 

I , 

p’ = X + ^ + 3p or p’ - 3p = X + ^- = X + X'' 

48. id) 49. (c) 50. (d) 

51. (fl) (ZAOC + ^COD + ZBOD) + ZCOD= 100 + 146 

180 + ZCOD = 246 .• ZCOD = 66° 

52. (fc) X + 2x + . . + nx = 360, x = 36 

. 360 =:*n = 4, -5 n -5 .-. n = 4 

53. (c) Let tlie ext Z be x“ Each int Z = I0x° 

Sum of ext. ^aof a polygon = 36o" 


nx = 360, X = (n is the no. of sides) 


Eacit int Z = 


10 x~°=» n = 22 


54. (b) 

55. (c) Let the angle be x Complement = 90 - x 

X = 8 (90 - x) =:> X = 80" 

56. (a) 0+^ = 180 0<“ ><90' i,e, O < 30' .-. ^ > 150’ 

57. {b) In A PQS, ZPQS + ZQPS + ZPSQ = 180 

=» 40 + 100 + ZPSQ * 180° 

.-. ZPSQ - 40'» .^QSR *85- fl) = 45 
.♦. ZS(3l'» 180-45 - 70 = 65’ 


58. id) 

59. (b) ZQCR * 180’ -(Z1 + Z2) 

= 180'-(i4:Q + izR) 

= 180'(ZQ + ZR) 

= l80-|(180-zr) 


180 --(180 - 70) = 180 - 90 35 = 125 

z 

60. {a) By Pythagoras Hicorcm, a¥ = ^ + a* 


or r’ - ■ 2 - 1=0 Put r^ = y 
r ^ 

y- j - 1=0 => y»-y-l =0 


_ i±y/rr4 . 1±^ 


j 2 _ (r can't bo -ve) as side can't be -ve 

As centroid divides die median ,/ I \c 
AP AQ 

in the ratio 2 • 1 f pg “ qq ** BC] 


62. (c) 
64. (c) 


63. (b) 


PQ _2R 
ML “ MN 


ZP = ZM = 60 By SAS simliarUy rule 


APQR-AMLN •. ZQ = ZL = 180-(60 + 55) = 65’ 

« ,,vn -,nv PY 1 PY , 1 , PY + XP 3 

65. (fl) XP = 2PY or - 2 ' xp + 1 * 2 ^^'’"^ XP ~ ^ 

XY 3 


XP "2 

XP_3 XQ_3 XP^)^ 

XY 2 ^‘y XZ" 2 - XY XZ ' 

.-. A (XPQ) - A XYZ by SAS simUarily rule 
ar(AXPQ) XP^ ^XP^ f2)^ 4 


(common) 


ar(AXPQ) 2^2 /Xpy OV i 
ar(AXYZ) = XY^ "IxyJ 'Uj " 9 = ^ = ^ 
66 . ((/) In an isosceles A ABC, AB = AC ^ 

Median AD is 1 BC y V 

BD = -ix6=3 AB = 5 

By Pydiagoras Theorem 

AD = ^ 5 *- 3 * = 4 AG = ~ xAD = •r x4 = 4 
^ 333 
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67. (ft) AD;0D = 2:1 0D = |aD= |x6*2cm 

68. [c), zACn = 180 - (80 + 40) = 60" 

.^^ADB = .^:aCB s in the same segment) 

ZDAB + ZABD = 180° - ZADB« 180°-60°= 120° 


*30 XVA2S-. 7M =30 x,/400 = 30 x 20 = 600sqcm 
79. (b) Area of a trap = |^(a+b) xh „ ^ 


644 = - (8+6) xh =» h = 92 m 


69. (ft) X + (3x -16) = 180°(sum of adj. Zs of a ligm = 180° 80. (d) BC = Va^T?=>/2 a .•.*■* ~ 

X = 49° X -»smallest angle . f u j j a r ■ ■ ■ 


X = 49 X -» smallest angle 

Largest angle = 180 - 49 = 131° 

opp. of a JIgm are equal) 

70. (c) ZCAB = ZBDC = 42°, ZABC* 90° (zin a semicircle) 

ZACB = 180-(90 + 42)= 48’’ 

71. (b) PS II QR MP II LQ s_ 

PS = QR, |PS= “QR=>MP = LQ pZ^ \/{‘' 
MPQL is a II gm 

ar aOPQ= ] . ar IIgm MPQL= ~x (3 ar iigmPQRS) 


Area of shaded portion = Area of a semi-circle 
-ar AABC = 1®:^ " 2 “ 2~ f 

i5i-la2»li(£-i) 

4 2 2 ^2 ' 

81. (6) Area of a rectangular hexagon 

= = ^ x2J = 6 xl.732 = 10.392 app. 

82. ((f) BC = Vs^ + io^ = Vl25 = 5^5 ’ c/N 

Total area = ? + 1(P + (5^ f 


= ar (ligmPQRS) 

72. (c) ■, CP = CQ ZCPQ = CQP = 25° 

Sly ZCPR = ZCRP * 15 

.-. ZQPR=ZCPQ + ZCPR =25+15=40° 

ZQCR = 2ZQPR = 2 x40 = 80 [vThe angle subtended 
by an arc at the centre of the circle is twice the angle 
subtended on the remaining part of die circle] 


73. (f>) 7 


~ COBQ _A „„ O = i 


* cosO =>cosfi * 


COS0 a ~= COS 60 ••• e- 60° 

74. (c) 75. ((f) 

76. (ft) Area of a square = a^ diagonal = V2 a 



I +—xl0x5 = 275 sq cm 

; 83. (ft) Reqdarea = jx40 x 35+|(50 + 35),(10 + 40) + |x50+50 

\ +|(50 + 40 + 10 + 40)x45 = 7225m» 

84. (ft) 6P = 216 ... / = 6 

led Length of longest pole = V 3 1 = 6^3 cm 

A, , 40 x 25 x 20 

85. ((f) No. of persons =- ^qo-“ 

86. (c) Reqd. S.A. of slab = lb + 2h/ + 2hb 

= 1 x4 + 2 x2 X 4 + 2 x2 xi 
|i ^ =4 +16+ 4 = 24 sq units 

'• ' 87. ((f) Rate of flow = " * ^ m/minute 


If diagonal d' = ~ a the new side = 


New area = ~ Reqd ratio = j 

77. (ft) R(X]d area = ar of a circle = anr* = 616 


/616 X ~ a 14 nv 


78. (ft) Area of a rhombus = diagonal x y(side)* - 
= 30 


Amount of water running into sea/minute 
= 40 x60 x 3 a7200cu. m. 

88. (c) r * ^i2 _ j^2 s ^132 _ 52 a 12 m 

C.S.A. of coniral tent = «r/ = xi2 xl3 a 156 sq m 

89. ((f) «rf a 550 cm’ r = 7 cm 

■^x7x 1 =550 / = 25m , 

7 _ 

V/*-r^ =1/25^-^7* *24an 

90. (ft) Ifel of pyramid = j x area pf base xheight 

* I X 5196V 
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Test of Rocooning - 1 


Qs. 1*3. Find the odd-man out: 


1 (fl) D7K15 

(b) H4L20 

(c) G4J18 

(d) M3P29 

(e) 18132 


2 (fl) PC3Z 

(b) QE6Y 

(c) RG9X 

(d) SI13W 

(e) TK15V 


3 (fl) G22JL 

(b) M34PR 

(c) T48WY 

(d) H24LN 

(e) S46VX 



Qs. 4 to 9 are based on the number, letter and symbol 
series given below: 

e<«iMAQ9X4C«Q8H3t»K«r7Ba84YNORASJ#5 

4 What IS tile total of letters preceded by symbols and 
numbers followed by symbols’ 

(fl) 9 (b) 11 (c) 12 (d) 13 (c) None of these 
What IS fte ratio between the frequency of letters and 
numbers’ 

(a) 3 2 (b) 3 1 (c) 2 1 (d) 4 3 

(e) None of these 

6 If the letters m the senes interchanged places among 
themselves foUowmg the alphabetical order, how many letters 
will remam at the places ali^dy held by them’ 

(a) None (b) 1 (c) 2 (d) 3 (e) 4 

7 Wluch of the followmg hve sets is different from the 

rest’ 

(a) C X A 9 (b) 8 B W (c) A W 8 Y 

(d) ♦ □ K 7 (e) H G X C 

8 What IS the raho between the numbers and symbols 
that occur more than once m the series’ 

(fl) 13 (b) 2 3 (c) 3 4 (d) 1 2 

(e) None of these 

9. MAistoQJasCc^isto 

(fl)YX (b)»S (c) R9 (d)4^ 

(c) None of these 

10 If all the letters m the word 'PRODUCT' were arranged 
alphabetically and a popular word was formed with the first, 
3id, 4th and $ih letters of this new arrangement, the second 
letter of this word would be* 

(fl) P (b) D (c) R (d) C (e) None of these 

11. How many sets of two letters have as many letters 
between them as tii^ have in the alphabetical order in the word 
'SCRABBLE'? 

(fl) Norw (b) one (c) two (d) three (e) four 

12. If, according ^ « certain code, POWDER is RPOEDW, 
tiun TRn’LE would be; 

(fl) ERTUP (b) BRLTPi (c) RETLPI 

(d) ETRIPI (e) BTELIP 

13. It SATURN ii boded as TZUISM then the code for 
JUPIXERwcH^be: 


(fl) KTNJUDQ (b) KTQHUFQ (c) KTQHUDQ 

(d) KVQHUDS (e) KTQHUDS 
Qs. 14-16. Read the following information carefully «ad 
answer the questions that follow; 

(i) O means, is the father of' 

(h) e means, 'is the brother of' 

(m) 9 means, ‘is the son of' 

(it>) o means, 'is the sister of' 

(v) B means, 'is the daughter of' 

14 Which of the followmg shows that N is the nephew of 
Q’ 

(fl) R ® Q, Q O N, N ® P 

(b) Q®P,RHP,N®R 

(t) p®q,qdn,nbr 

(d) Q®P,PDN,N®R 

(e) None of these 

15 R ® P, Q □ N, P ® N means that 

(fl) Q lb R's son (b) Q is R's mother 

(c) Q IS R's father (d) Q is R's grandfather 

(c) Q IS R s brother 

16 If R ® Q, P®R, N □ P, what is N to Q’ 

(fl) father (b) brother (c) husband 

(d) son (r) Can't say 

Qs. 17-21. In each of the following questions, two words 
are given which have a definite relationship betweenithem. 
Your task is to find out from (a), (b), (c) and (d) the pair with 
I similar relationship. 

I 17 tea coffee 

(fl) book dictionary (b) student pupil 
(c) hammer ruiil (d) coal electricity 

18 door house 

(fl) eye visibility (b) mouth stomach 
(c) harbour ocean (d) tram station 

19 straw nest 

(fl) necklace ‘ omamoit (b) tank: army 
(c) rocket sky (d) tiuead ' cloth 

20 tide moon 

(fl) emotion tears (b) cyctone. rain 

(c) blood-pressure tension (d) storm flood 
21. pull: gravity 

(fl) sleep, dream (b) inertia : enisgy 

(c) attraction magnetism (d) deafo: Ufo 
Qs. 22-24. Five chUdren A# B, C, 0 and E study in diffomid 
schools put on blue, red, black, gnen and b»wn ties bnt not 
in the same order. Study die following informiitton and antwer 
the quaations that foUowr 

C and D do not pat on grean or rad tiw, 



REASONING MU! I I \ 


A and B do not put on red ties 

B and C do not put on black ties 

The name of the colours of A and E's ties do not start with 


D and B do not wear blue ties 

22 Who puts on brown tie? 

(fl) A (b) B (c) C (d) D (f) E 

23 What is the colour of A's tie’ 

(a) green (b) red (c) black (d) blue (e) brown 

24 Which of die following statements is wrong’ 

(a) D puts on black tie 


(b) C puts on blue tie 

(c) E does not put on green tie 

(d) The colour of B's tie is brown 

(e) A's tie is not green 

25. In the attendance register of a class, Geeta's name 
is 21st from the bottom whUe Kiran's name is 15th from 
the beginning The names are arranged alphabetically and 
there are four names between the names of Geeta and Kiran. 
Your task is to find out the exact number of students in 
that class 

(fl) 32 (b) 31 (c) 30 (d) 29 (e) 28 


NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. Your task is to 
find out which of the Answer Figure should be the next one in the series of the Problem Figures. 

PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER RGURES 

ABODE 


P 

q Q D 
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Match the figures given in questions 71-^ with figures A, 
B, C, D and E which have their missing parts. 






o 

A 

O 

§ 

G 


Y. 

y 


*6 

1 



uJ 

£-f 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


Qs. 1-3. The series are based on the position of letters in the 
alphabets. 

ABCDEFGHIJ KLM 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

NOPQRSTUVWXYZ 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

1. (c) In all the others the arrangement is, 2nd letter -1st letter 

and 1st letter + 2nd letter, example K-D i.e., 11-4 = 7 and 
4 + 11 = 15. 

2. (d) Qieck the series with 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th element, the 

first being P, Q, R, S and T, the second C, E, G, I, K, die 
third being 3,6,9,12 and 15 and die fourth Z, Y, X, W 
and V. 

3. (d) Number is the total of last two letters and letters on its 

left and right have difference of two. 

4. (b) Letters 7 and symbols 4 » 11. 

5. (a) Letters 12 and numbers 8. 

6. (d) K, R and S. 

7. (a) All the others follow a similar order of arrangement. 

8. (fl) 8 and A ♦ O 

9. (a) M is third from the beginning and A fifth from the end; 

Q is hfth from the beginning and J third from the end. 
The same applies to the next set, the positions being 9th 
and 7th. 

10. (c) CDOPRTU. The word is CROP. 

11. (d) CA, AB and AE. 

12. (d) The letters of the word are arranged in a difierent way. 

13. (e) Alternate letters are coded by die following and precedittg 

letters in the alphabets. 

14. (b) 15. (d) 16. (c) 

17. (d) Bodt are mendiers of the same group, beverages/sourcea 

of energy. 

18. (b) One is an entrance for the qdier. 

19. (d) One is acranged in a ,definite way to make the other. 

20. (c) Hw second one is the cause for ^ rise of die first. 

21. (c) They are associated widt die other. 

22. (b) 23. («) 24. (e) -25. (cj 

26. & The letters roUite ht diffoient dfr^ions and move 
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clockwise (N, Q and P) at different paces. F moves right 
and left 

27. D. Different figures interchange positions. 

2fl C Black lint moves anti-clockwise, others clockwise. 

29 F) Small square is replaced by two lines crossing each other, 
othiis move/rotate/tum upside down according to a 
bct pattern 

30. D One line acquires a slant and arrow-head moves anti¬ 

clockwise 

31. A The figure rotates and a line is added after two steps, the 

dot goes round the figure. 

32. C Tire figures interchange position in their own column. 

The ligures on the right go to left and vice-versa. 

33. E. The figures follow a definite pattern in changing position. 

34 B The inner figure rotates clockwise and the outer anti¬ 

clockwise at half the pace. 

35 D. Dot goes riglrt and left, comer pattern and the figure 

inside move anti-clockwise. 

.36 C. The figure rotates anti-clockwise covering one step extra 
with each step 

37. A The pattern on the fop line goes right to left in three 
steps changing direction, the dot also moves in three 
steps and the pattern at the bottom change.s 
alternately 

.38. A. Each figure moves along its set pmts. 

39. D. Three patterns on petals move anti-clockwise, one 

clockwise. The line in the middle becomes vertical and 
horizontal alternately. 

40. B. The figures slide up and down according to a set pattern. 

41. B Ihe movement is anti-clockwise and one block is 

added. 

42. D. One side changes three times, the other has concave and ; 

convex shape. The figure rotates anti<lockwise. j 

43. A. Two figures have regular movement, one turning upside j 

down and the other rotating, the third one changes as it | 

I 


goes from comers to centre and vice-versa. 

44. E Two figures interchange places and the ffiird one changes 

side and Is replaced by a new one. 

45. C. The whole line rotates clockwise with figures 

interchanging places. 

46 B Study each Ime with three figures separately. The figure 
that comes down is replaced by another one. 

47. E One figure increases with every step and the figures 

keep on rotating in opposite directions by turns. 

48. B. One side in the outer figure and one line inside is added. 

49. D Make sets of two The figures form a definite pattern. 

50. C. The two figures at the bottom mterchange position and 

the remaining ones change direction, one at a time. 

51. A. The lines bend by turns, the arrow-head goes up and 

down and the knob goes up and then slides down. 

52 C One and two parts of the line are added alternately 
53. B. Study each small figure independently and mark its 
movement. 

54 D. The main figure is repeated alternately, the small circle 
has three steps in its movement. 

[ 55 A The main figure loses one side which is added to the 
figure at the top left corner 'S' slides left to right in three 
steps reversing direction. 

5b C 57. B 58. A 59. D 60. C 

61 A 62 C 63. B 64. B 65 D 

66. C The pattern is wrong 

67 C. In all the others the figure with least sides occius once 

only, then as the lines are added, they increase in number 
by one 

68 B. The half dark part of petals is in wrong direction. 

69 L. The direction of the figure in the extreme right comer at 

the bottom is wrong 

70 A. Ears should match with nose. Here they are matching 

with the tilak. 

71 B 72. E 73. D 74. A 75. C 
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Test Ilf Reasoning - 2 


Directions: In each of the qnesUons 1 to 6, a nnmber of 
scries is given. Below this series a number is given 
followed by (A), (B), (C), (D) and (E). After understanding 
the pattern in the given number series, you have to form 
another number series in the same order, starting from the 
given numben 

1. 8 12 24 60 180 

20 (A) (B) (C). (D) (E) 

Which of tf\e following numbers will come at the place of 
(B)? 

(1) 60 (2) 40 (3) 50 

(4) 48 (5) None of these 

2. 12 20 36 68 132 

7 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of Ae following numbers will come at the place of 

(D) ? 

(1) 62 (2) 44 (3) 52 

(4) 102 (5) 98 

3. 675 450 300 200 133-| 

405 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the following numbers will come at the place of 
(B)? 

(1) 260 (2) 248 (3) 210 

(4) 180 (5) None of these 

4. 27 127 46 110 61 

31 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the following numbers will come at the place of 

(E) ? 

(1) 93 (2) 101 (3) 65 

(4) 88 (5) None of these 

5. 6 7 16 51 208 

2 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the following numbers will come at the place of 

(Q? 

(1) 27 (2) 35 (3) 36 

(4) 42 (5) None of diese 

6. 8 4 12 6 18 

24 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which (rf the following numbos will come at the place of 
(D)7 

(1)18 (2^24. (3)48 

(4) 54 (5) N4pe of these 

Qs. 7-10. DirtcffoNsrlWeschools, AandBhad the following 
reittlla fat the ttuM fopulticK 


SQENCE 


HUMANITIES 


No. of si. 
app- 

Passed 

No. of St 
app. 

Passed 

No. of St. 

«PP' 

156 

140 

212 

196 

102 

98 

84 

176 

164 

109 


OOMMEWa 
No. ofttl Passed 


7. The overall pass-percentage of school A is approximately 
how much more/less than the pass percentage of school B? 

(1) .1% less (2) .2% more (3) 1.1% more 

(4) 1.2% less (5) It is the same 

8. What approximately is the pass-percoitage of science 
students of these two schools? 

(1) 91.3% (2) 89.7% (3) 88.9% 

(4) 88.2% (5) None of these 

9. The pass-percentage of the stuctetts of humanities of 
school A is approximately how much more/less as compared to 
that of school B? 

(1) .7% less (2) .3% more (3) .2% less > 

(4) .2% mote (5) None of these 

10. What approximately is the pass-percentage of commerce 
students who appeared in ^e exammations from school A? 

(1) 87.3% (2) 85.1% (3) 81.9% 

(4) 79.4% (5) None of these 

Qs. II'IS. Study the following Information and answer 
the questions that follow: 

In a certain code, the symbol for zero is 0 and for 1 is 0. 
There are no other symbols for other numbers hence all the 
numbers greater than 1 are to be written by using th^ two 
symbols only. The value of the symbol for 1 doubles itself evja^ 
time it shifts one place to the left. Thus: :• 

0 is written as0 . 1 is written as 0 . 

2 is written as © 0 . 3 is written as 0 0. 


4 is written as 0 0 0 . 

11. If © 0 0 is added to 000, what will be the sunt? 

( 1 ) 0 0 © 0 ( 2 ) © 0 0 0 

(3) © © 0 © (4) © 0 © 0 

(5) Noire of these 

12. © 0 ©X© © 0-0 0 © @«? r" 

(1) 19 (2) 17 (3) 21 (4) 13 

(5) None of these 

13. Which of the following will represent the value of die 
expression 4x9 ■*•3 = ? 

(1) 0 0 0 0 (S> 0 0 0 0 

(3) © 0 0 © (4) 0 0 0 0 

(5) Ncme of foese 

14. Which of the following wiii lepresent 12% .; 

( 1 ) 0 © 0 © (^0000 

<3) ©0 0 0 (4) 0 00 0 
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(5) None of these 

15. Find out the value of 

©ee©-e-©@ee+©e = ? 

(1) 0 0 e © (2) © 0 0 0 

(3) © 0 0 © 0 (4) © 0 © 0 

(5) None of Aese 

Qs, 16-22. One of the firms wants to appoint some persons 
in the Sales Department on the following basis: 

(i) The candidate must be a graduate with 55% marks 
or a post-graduate with 48%. If the candidate has 
been a commerce graduate, with 45% or more 
marks, the General Manager will appoint him as a 
special case. 

(n) If a candidate has experience of two years or more than 
the percentage of marks at the graduation and post¬ 
graduation level is relaxed by 5%. 

(iii) The age of the candidate must be between 25-30 years. 
If the candidate lias experience of 5 years then his age 
can be upto 35 but his case would be sent to the Board 
of Directors. 

(iv) The candidate must own a two wheeler, in case of the 
candidate having no such vehicle or a bicycle only, the 
General Manager has power to consider him/her as a 
special case. 

(p) For S.T. and S.C. candidates, the age is relaxable upto 
10 years, but the Board of Directors would decide such 
cases. 

(pi) If a candidate knows typing, the condition of minimum 
marks is relaxable upto 5%. 

Given below are the details of eight candidates. Mark your 
answers: 

(1) if the candidate is directly selected. 

(2) if the General Manager is going to decide his case. 

(3) if the candidate has not supplied the required 
information. 

(4) if the case is referred to the Board of Directors. 

(5) if the candidate has been rejected. 

16. Amar, a Commerce graduate scored 46% marks in 
B.Com. and 43% in M.Com. He is 28 years old, has experience of 
one year in the field and owns a scooter 

(1) □ (2) n (3) 0 (4) O (5) 0 

17. Chitra scored 62% marls in B.A. and 59% in M.A. She 
is an S.C. candidate, is 27 years old, knows typing, owns a moped 
but has had no experience. 

(1) a (2) O ' (3) n (4) Cl (5) 0 

18. Twenty-eight year old Divya scored 54% marks in B.A. 
and 45% marks in M.A. She has a scooter and has had an 
experience of one and a half years as a sales person. 

(1) n (2) a (3) O (4) O (5) 0 

19. Thirty-nine years old Govind has an experience of 7 
years in the field. This S.T candidate had 50% marks at the 

K, ' jj^uation level and 42% at the P.G. level. He owns a motorbike 
dtkl does not know typing. 

0) o (2) n (3) n (4) o (5) 0 

20. scored 50% marks in B.Com. and 50% in M.Cc»n. 


He knows typing, is 26 years old and has experience of 2^ years 
in tile field. 

(1) 0 (2) □ (3) O (4) 0 (5) 0 

21. Indra scored 54% at the post graduate level, has 
experience of 1 year, is an SC candidate, knows typing and owns 
a bicycle • 

(1) □ (2) O (3) 0 (4) 0 (5) Cl 

22 Jitendra is 29 years old. He scored 51% marks at the 
graduation level and 41 % at the post-graduate level. He does not 
know typing and has a bicycle. 

(1) n (2) n (3) □ (4) 0 (5) □ 


_ SYLLOGISMS _ 

In each qmtion below are gwen two statements follmoed by 
four conclusions numbered I, II, III and IV. You have to take the turn 
given statements to be true even if they seem at variance with 
commonly known facts. Read all the concliisidtis and then decide 
which of them logically follow from the statements, disregarding 
commonly known facts 
Statements: 

23 1. Some goats are cows while the remaining are tigers. 
2. All tigers are reptiles. 

Conclusions. 

I. Some goats are reptiles 

II. No cow is a tiger 

III. Every goat is either a tiger or a cow. 

IV. No reptile is a cow. 

(1) Only I, n and ffl follow. (2) Only m and IV follow. 

(3) Either I and H or III and IV foUow. 

(4) All the four follow. 

(5) Only any three of the four follow. 

Statements: 

24. 1. All cups are glasses. 

2. Some passes are red and some are blue. 
Conclusions: 

I. Some cups are red. 

II. Some cups are blue. 

in. Some cups are neither red nor blue. 

IV. All glasses are cups. 

(1) Only one of the four follows. 

(2) Only any one of I, II and HI follows. 

(3) Only IV follows. (4) Only I, H and HI follow. 

(5) Either I or nor in, or any two of these or all the three folbw. 
Statements: 

25. 1. All bicycles are rockets and all rocket^are ships. 

2. All ships are trains. 

Conclusions: 

I. AU rockets are bicyctes. 
n. All trains are slups. 
m. All bicycles are trains. 

IV. Some trains are rockets. 

(1) Only I and n follow. Only IH and IV follow. 
(3) Eititer II or in follows. (4) Only IV foDows. 
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(5) None follows. 

Statements: 

26. 1. Some women are doctors while some are lawyers. 
2. Some women are housewives. 

Conclusions: 

f. Every woman is either a doctor or a lawyer or 
housewife. 

II. Every housewife is either a doctor or a lawyer, 
in. No woman is a doctor as well as lawyer. 

IV. All women are housewives. 

(1) Only I follows. (2) Only II follows. 

(3) Only m foUows. (4) Only IV foUows. 

(5) None follows. 

Statements: 

27. 1. Only children above ten can fly. 

2. Only children below fifteen can swim. 

Conclusions: 

I. Children between the age of ten and fifteen can 
swim as well as fly. 

n. Grown ups can neither fly nor swim, 
in. Children who fly, cannot swim. 

IV. Children who are twelve can either fly or swim. 
(1) Only I follows. (2) Either IH or IV follows. 

(3) Only 11 follows. (4) Only IH follows. 

(5) Only IV follows. 

Statements: 

28. 1. Some chairs are tables while all the tables are stools. 
2. Some stools are windows. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some chairs are windows. 

II. All tables are chairs. 

m. All stools are tables. 

IV. No window is chair. 

(1) Only I and II follow. (2) Only K and IV foUow. 

(3) Either I or IV follows. (4) Either n or ffl follows. 

(5) Only any two follow. 

Statements: 

29. 1. Some cashiers are managers. 

2. Some bearers are managers. 

Conclusions; 

I. There is no manager who is not a cadtier or a bearer. 

n. Every manager is either a cashier hr a bearer, 

m. Some bearers are cashiers. 

IV. Sonw managers are bearers. 

(1) Only I follows. (2) Only II follows. 

(3) Only m follows. (4) Only IV follows. 

(5) Eifoer I or n follows. 

Statements: 

30. 1. Dogs are bigger than foose horses who are bigger 

than monkeys. 

2. Monkeys are smaller dum rats. 

Conclusions: 

,1 Some horses are sma^ dum Btonkeys, 

D. Rais are big^ than dc^. 
in. Rais are smaUtt than 


IV. Dogs are bigger than all the monkej^. 

(1) Only I follows. (2) -Either IH or IV follows. "1 

(3) Only ffl follows. (4) Only IV follows. ' 

(5) Only I and one from 11 and HI follows. ^ 

In each question below is given a statement followed /•, .kiref ’ 
assumptions numbered I, Hand III. An assumption is something si 'poseet. 
or taken for granted. You have to consider the statement and the: 
assumptions and then decide which of the assumptions is implicit in Hie 
statement. Then decide which of the answers is correct. 

Statement: 

31. Beijing railway station has the largest waiting rotm in' 
the world with a standing capacity of 14,000 persons. 
Assumptions: 

I. Beijing is the busiest railway station in the' 
world. 

II. The authorities of other busy railway .stations dt* 
not give much thought to the comforts of 
passengers waiting for trains. 

HI. Passengers at the Beijing station are only allowed 
to stand as there is no provision for sitting. 

(1) Only I is implicit. 

(2) Only II is implicit. 

(3) Only III is implicit. 

(4) Any one of the three is implicit. 

(5) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

32. Indian dress designers for women, who have beeit 
extremely successful in the Western countries, have failed 
miserably at home. 

Assumptions: 

I. The Indian women and women in the West do not 
usually have the same taste where dresses and 
costumes are concerned. 

II. The dresses designed by these designers are too - 

costly to be afforded by Indian women. ^ 

III. These designers do not care for foe tastes of Indian 
women. 

(1) Only I is implicit. (2) Only H is implicit. 

(3) Only HI is implicit. (4) All are implicit. 

(5) Either 0 or HI is implicit. 

Statement: 

33. The magnificent tiger has a threat of extinction due to 
poaching and habitat destruction. 

Assumptions: 

I. The skin, skull and ofoer parts of tiger mean a lot of . 

money for poachers and smugglers, 

n. The government is doing nothing to protect foe 
species. 

HI. Forest Guards need more sophistkated devices' 
and sufficient number to stop .poadifing. 

(1) Only I and n are implicit 

(2) Only H and ffl are illicit 
' (3) Only i and HI are in^lidt 

(4) Only ffl is io^Ucit 

NoneisimpMt . . 
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Statement: 

34. Mr Menon, a computer engineer, bought the most 
expensive and a very reput^ computer from the market but 
af^ a week, it showed errors in programming. 

Assumptions 

I. Even items made by very reputed firms can be 
defective. 

II. Mr Menon did not handle the computer properly 
m. Since die piece is a very reputed one, the firm would 

replace it. 

(1) Only 1 is implicit. 

(2) Only I and n are implicit. 

(3) Only n and III arc implicit. 

(4) Only I and III are implicit. 

(5) All are implicit. 

Statement' 

35. Children and teen-agers, associated with juvenile crimes, 
usually come horn broken homes. 

Assumptions' 

I. Children brought up by both the loving parents arc 
not easily attracted towards crime. 

II. Jeering and taunts by the society results in making 
the children cruel, selhsh and revengeful. 

in. As society is responsible for turning these children 
into criminals, they are not punished by law. 

(1) Only I is implicit 

(2) Only I and n are implicit. 

(3) Only in is implicit. 

(4) Eidier I or II is implicit. 

(5) Only II and m are implicit 

_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (1) Hie series would be. 20 + 20 30 + 30 xl; 

60 + 60 xl|; 150+ 150 X 2 .. 

Z (3) Multiply each number by 2 and deduct 4 from the product 
to get the next number. The series would be. 

7,10,16,28,52 and 100. 

2 

3. (4) Each number is ^ of its preceding number. 

4. (2) Go on adding 10^, subtracting 9^, addmg S’, subtracting 

7’, adding 6*, subtracting S’ and so on. The senes would 
be31 + KP; 131 -9’;50 + 8’; 114-7’; 65 + 6’... 

5. (1) Hie arrangement would be: 2 xl + i; 3 x2 + 2; 

8 x3 + 3... 

6. (4) The numbers are divided by ^ and multiplied by 3 

respectively, hence die series would be 24 x^ * 12; 

12 x3 = 36;36xi *18; 

18 x3 a 54; 54 xj a 27 and so on. ' 


7. (2) School A appr. a 88.7% and school B 

339.X.LOO.8P5./ 

383 

8. (4) 140 +84 = 224 out of 156 + 98 * 254. 

224x100 . 

- = 88.2% appr. 

„ 164x100 . , l%xl00 

9 (1) School B ——= 93.2% - School A —^— 


10. (4) 79.4% 

11 (3) 7 + 6 = 13 


■= 925%, 1 e. about .7%. 


12. (1) 5x6-11 = 19 


13.(4)4x9 + 3 = 12 14 (2) ^-=9 

15. (2) 18 -12 + 2 = 8 

16. (2) 17 (1) 18. (5) 19. (4) 20. (1) 21. (3) 

22 (5) 

The next type of questions are best solved by mabng diagrams 
of all the probable situations and then reaching the fool-proof 
conclusion. Let each item or element be represented ^ a circle 
irrespective of its size Here are a few examples to provide guidelines. 


" T e 



/ 00 \ 6 
















( T) r w) 6 (t) 1 . w 





"" G) O O 

31. (5) 32. (1) 33, (3) 34, (4) 35. (2) 
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Short Nolof 


Notional News 


lamLOKtMHA 

Vhipoyoo Oovl lolls, Uk fobho 

dissolved 

■■HE era of coalition politics has a jinxed 
I history with no government being able 
to complete its full term. The longest was 
the IS-month old Vajpayee govemmait 
which resigned on April 17,1999, after 
losing the confidence vote by one vote in 
Lok Sabha (269-270), necessitated by 
withdrawal of support by A1ADMK, a 
pre-poll ally. 

In terms of numbers, the government 
appeared to have support of 260 MPs, 
after 18 MPs of AlADMK withdrew 
support, against 273 of the combined 
opposition. By April 16, the govemmenff 
had secured the support of 6 MPs 
belonging to DMK and 4 MPs of Lok Dal, 
and the mood in BJP camp was upbeat 
since BSP with its 5 MPs had announced 
its decision to abstain during the 
confidence vote. 

But during the actual voting, BSP did 
a volte face and a last minute decision of 
National Conference member Saifuddin 
Sqz tilted the balance in Opposition's 
favour. Also, Orissa Chief Minister 
Giridhar Gamang, who although a MP of 
Lok Sabha also holds the post of CM with 
his recent appointment as Chief Minister, 
exercised his voting right during the 
confidence motion in L^k Sabh& 
According to BJP leaders, he had no moral 
right to vote. 

After the government lost the 
confidence vote, eftorts tp install a new 
govwnment began. On April ^1, Congress 
President Sonia Gandhi claimed the ■ 
support of 272 MPs for Congress 
government. On April 23, Ms Gandhi told 


DoYeuKReK.. 

The BJIP notionoi executive, observed 
May 11 os 'Resurgent Inifia C|py* to 
t|w fhrst onnWencKy o( the PdklMtin 
mideor blasts, 








as pef'^r'to.lO per cerd'Wlflt'efFect fmm: 




Interast rates on depoete' 
deposltoia against fbted depiostts can be made witHoU>':; 


facility witfvjaMrn t^ immediate effect ai^ 



President K.R. Narayanan fttat she had 
managed the support of 233 MPs and 
needed more time. 

The efforts to install a minority 
Congress government catne to a nau^t 
when Samajwadi Party leader Mulayam 
Singh Yadav, refused to back a Congress 
government. Revolutionary Socialist Party 
(RSP) and Forward Bloc also refused to 
support a Congress-led government. The 
Congress also told Mr Narayanan that it 
would not supprt a third front or a 
fourth front government. The non- 
Congress Opposition’s proposals to 
project West Bengal Chief Mini.ster 
Jyoti Basu as Prime Minister of a third 
front government were also not 
fruitful. 

Finally, on April 26, President K.R. 
Narayanan dissolved foe 12th Lok Sabha, 
after foe Union Cabinet's 
recommendation. Constitued on March 
10,1998, the House was dissolved 10 days 
after the Vajpayee government lost the 
confidence motion. After the dissolution 
of the 12th Lok Sabha, the country will go 
for a third election in last three years. 

The nation will have to cou^ up a 
whopping amount of Rs 900 oore as cost 
of the mid-term polls. 


•H 


k: 


jphisticated Intermediate 
Range Bdlistic <KBM) on April 11, 

1999> barefy 11 months after Pokhai^ 
tests, India has arrived as an important 

fbMafJuic ma^ 


military power with proven nuclear and 
missile capabilities. The successful test 
laimdi signified that India has reached the 
point of operationalising Agni-II as a 
weapon system. It also demonstrated the 
mobile launch capability, signifying that 
the missile can be mov^ anywhere, 
including to rugged areas. 

The solid fuelled Agni-ll, which 
doubles Agm-i's tat^, and permits 
greater m^ility, survivability and 
manoeuverabiiity, opens the path to the 
development of longer range IRBMs and 
even inter-continental ballistic missites. 

India has now demonstrated its 
expertise in all the key missile areas, solid 
and liquid propellants, navigation and 
guidance systems, re-entry vehicle rocket 
boosters and flight ccmtrol systems. 

The test firing of Agni-l! ends a five- 
year moratorium on such tests, despite a 
three-test first phase that concluded in 
February 1994. 

While the outgoing BJP government 
described the test as a logical sequel to 
India's nuclearisaticHT, giving it minimum 
deterrence capability, critics say the 
decision was taken to divert attention 
from the political aisis. 

Some experts are of foe view that .. 
Agm-if does not offer India emt per cent 


■'.'5 




According fo some analysts, contrary 
to C^positkm attacks, vid^di'saidfoat 
Agni test had be^ repeatedly, beett 
deferred rince Jtmiiary, undo* .US pressure, 
the feet is the ^ had dropped Its 
(foyterions to New Ddhi's dedston to 







Ghauri, Shaheen test Bred by 
Pakistan: On April 14,1999 Pakistan 
responded by test firing Ghauri-II missile 
having a maximum range of 1500 kms 
and capable of carrying nuclear warheads. 

The advanced Hatf-V (Ghauri-II) 
missile was test fired from Ulla Jogian, 40 
kms off the Punjab town of Jhelum, south 
of Islamabad. 

This was the second test of Ghauri, 
which can be tipped with any type of 
warhead. Ghauri-II, an upgraded version 
of Ghauri-I, is surface to surface solid 
fuelled intermediate-range ballistic 
missile, which has capability to cover the 
whole territory of India. 

Pakistan had given prior notification 
of this test to India in accordance with 
MoU signed at Lahore in February, 1999. 

A day later, on April 15, Pakistan test 
fired another surface to surface missile 
Shaheen, having a range of 600 km with a 
capability of carrying a nuclear warhead. 

According to experts, Ghauri is the 
North Korean Nodong missile, while 
some believe that it is actually the Chinese 
D'F-21 routed to Pakistan via North 
Korea. It is a liquid fuel missile derived 
from original Soviet Scud design. 

Shaheen is believed to be closer to the 
Chinese M-9 missile, which is a solid fuel 
projectile. 

Experts believe that if India continues 
its missile programme at a vigorous pace, 
Pakistan will face the difficult situation of 
having to match the Indian missile 
programme. Islamabad may find it 
difficult to do so if the missiles have been 


Do You Know... 

Deutsche Telekom AG and Telecom 
ftolio SpA hove agreed to a $82 billion 
merger which is the biggest merger in 
history. The deal created the wodd's second 
largest telecommunicotions company 
efl»r Japan's NTT.. 




cro^; (b{|(^d ^ yam ancivphamT8ceutbtl8.'H<HyevoF^'^^ hfgheat growth in 
.'Oiqibrts was aphievad by computer softirare irwuslry, an 88% Increase over 
ttie pr^bija year, this sectqr dlso has the distinctitm of achieving the highest 
growth in forex earnings (132%), fbHowed by drugs and pharmaceuticals and 
gems aihd jewellery, which also registered a growth of more than 100%. 


procured nearly readymade from outside. 
While the world knows India has a space 
programme, which is expected to put up a 
geostationary satellite in orbit, the 
Pakistan space programme has been quite 
modest. 

According to experts, Pakistan is not 
in a position to enter into a race with 
India on missiles. 

SCANDAL 
Dscict cImnU !• 

JayalwIHha in TANSI Inndi Mam 


O N May 10,1999, the Madras High 
Court cleared the decks for framing 
of charges against AIADMK supremo Ms 
Jayalalitha and ten others in the TANSI 
land deal case. Charges have already 
been framed against the former Chief 
Minister in the Rs 10.15 crore colour TV 
scam, the Rs 66-crore disproportionate 
wealth case and the Pleasant Stay Hotels 
case. 

The court held that there was no 
material to substantiate the petitioner's 
allegation that Mr Anbazhagan, one of the 
three special judges trying cases of 
corruption, was more incluied towards 
the prosecution. Other accused in the case 
are Ms Jayalalitha's dose friend Sasikak 
Natrajan and T.R. Sreenivasaa former 
managing director of ffie Stale>owned 
lamd Nadu Small Industries Cotpdratimn 
(TANSI). 

The caK relates to purchase of TANSI 


land by jaya Publications and Sansi 
Enterprises, in which Jayalalitha and 
Sasikala were partners, at prices far below 
the then prevailing market rate. 

PAMILYDtANNiNO 
Nmt apiwwacb sImws rMollt 

T he new target-free approach in family 
planning, for which no sterilisation 
goals are set, has not affected the number 
of acceptors of family planning method; 
adversely, as feared by many, according tc 
a survey conducted by Washington-based 
Population Reference Bureau. Rather, . 
mother and child health services have . 
begun to improve with the new approach. 

The new approach, adopted by India 
in 1996 as a foltow up to the 1994 
International Conference on Population 
Developmoit (ICPD) in Cairo, eliminates 
the earlier practice of setting national. 
targets, and instead focuses on local 
communication-level involvement in the 
programme. The earlier approach often 
led to coercion ^ neglect of other crucial 
aspects such as roaten^ and chik^ tWkIfh 
care. 

However, public resources for * 
family programme have ng^ increased 
much after the ICPD, the sumy pqbited 
out. In the year following intro4ucffbn of 
the target'*free approach, the number of 
family plaiming Ujsem declined in the> 
coun%wiwhole>-powti>ly because. 
the pressure to distort ststistici had ^ 
disappeared. . 
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Howeveiv during 1997-98, use of aQ 
medtods increased, allaying fears that 
contraceptive use would dechne in a 
target-fiM environment 


I NDIA and PakKtan are among the 
countries that face a "demographic 
wreck" by 2050 due to their burgeoning 
population, according to a study by the 
Worldwatch Insbtute, titled "Beyond 
Malthus" 

India's population, which will hit a 
billion m August, 1999, and in 2050 is 
expected to stand at 1529 miUion as 
against China's 1478 million, will be 
strongly hit by scarcity of arable land and 
potable water Die availability of arable 
land in India will be reduced to less than 
one tenth of a hectare, far lesser than a 
typical subuiban lot in the US 

Pakistan has gnmmer prospects with 
its 1998 population of 142 million 
exploding to 345 million and its people 
havmg arable land of 0 03 of a hectare per 
head by 2050 

INVIROIIMIIIT 

VriiklM wHImuI Evn-ll norm 
bnnnod 

T he Supreme Court has ordered a ban 
on registration of private non¬ 
commercial vehicles without Euro-Il 
emission norms, in the National Capital 
Region (NCR), from Apni 1,2000, to 
cliKk growing pollutaon 

Besides, registration of only 1500 
diesel and petrol vehicles a montii, from 
June 1,1999 till March 31,2000, has been 
allowed, if these conformed to Euro*l 
emissiim norms 

Diis would force the auto 
manufacturers m India to adopt Eurd-II 
norms m die next 11 months, as against by 

DRlbuKiioiiL. 

doM jut* production roM by mom 
thon 10 per eont to 3.86 million tonnes 
in 1997-98 from 3.49 mHfion tonnes in 
1996*97, occonfing to the intemoMonal 
hite Organisation Indio n the biggest 
jute producer, with 1.96 million f^es 
and fc cwgiBderi t is the second iwgett 
jute gna wer with 1.24 rRBIIol^tonne6 in 

1999-96. 




Economic f'Jc\ 


Inacountiy)^, 
iUki)t 6fa2if/ted 

To maki« %6i>iit irt pov^ in 
Monetary Fund World Bank and AskU) Dgtti 


Kbirpw. 

Ome 8|#i, tho intgmeMf' 


m conventional terrins, for the size of hdr ecom>my» siKthae fallen b!ehM6< 
despite her huge popmetion. Even with a PtN* per capita $ 1660, ageinst the ^ 
$ 370 fo gocv^nrttonal ternis, she IS beNnd tcfo rnany 

Thoupfo'IniSa and China were eguai before the Chinese began eccmonnlb 
leforme, CNhe is noyv ahead of India, China’s per capita in ooiwentiofait 
terms is $ 660 and in PPP terms $ 3070. 


2005 notified earlier by the Union 
govemmCTit 

Auto sales in the largest market 
segment—NCR—would be hampered by 
the order as almost all auto¬ 
manufacturers, already reeling under a 
recession, are yet to adopt Euro-II 
! standards of emission Only Mercedes, 
Toyota and Daewoo motors claimed 
conformity widi the Euro-II norms, while 
Teko said its new car bidica would be able 
to meet the emission standards by the end 
of 1999 The order came after Telco 
contended that stringent measures be 
taken to check polluhon from both diesel 
and petrol cars, and said that the largest 
car manufacturers, Maruti Udyog Ltd 
(MUL), did not even conform to Euro-I 
standards of emission 

The order was the result of die 
petition filed by environmentalist lawyer 
M C. Mehta and otiters who had 
eeprassed concern over the vehicular 
pollution and sou^t directions for the 
authonties concerned to check pollution 
in the interest of public healdi. 

The court regretted that 
notwithstanding the provisions of the 
Envinuimeiit Protection Act 1986, the 
autiiorities comecned had foiled to 


The judgb said ttat the StuR lal 
toitfKd^^(Asilh4eden|idyf, 1998, 


had been submitting its reports horn time 
to time and its report dated April 1,1999 
pointed out that private non-commerciat 
vehicles compris^ 90% of the total • 
vehicles in the NCR The report also 
indicated that more than 90% of the 
nitrogen oxides and RSPM (Respiratory 
Suspended Particles Per Miibon) were 
emitted from vehicles due to diesel 
exhausts 

But for the Supreme Court's order, 
the Indian automobile industry would 
ha\ e started produemg modem cars only 
after year 2000 

Europe is already working on Euro- 
111, the next level of stricter enussions 
norms The US is soon going to 
inclement Tle^Il standards diat are even 
more stringent than the European 
standards The Euio-1 norms had come 
into force in 1993 In India, quite a few 
manufacturere, inchidmg Maruti, are not 
even meetmg these norms The Eiuo-II 
norms came into force on January 1, l997. 

Euto-1 standards (or fte year 2000 
standards) specify carbon atonoxide load 
for petrol and di^ ai» M 316g/km 
Undor Euio-H, these aretedufed to 2.2 for 
petrol and 1.0 for (i^asd. lihe Buto-1 
hydrocarbon and idtrous orides levels are 
specified at U3|;/^ fur cbesei and 
pe^ ^ntiM m dtastiodly reduced 
tou6 Ifo’petro) and O.7'0.9 ht di^l 






ift Euro-11. The standard for 
particulate matter, which is the major 
tOYic contaminant, becomes a 
stringent 0 08-01 g/km from Euro-I to 
Euro-ll. Sulphur particles in diesel 
exhaust being extremely tiny easily enter 
the lungs 1 hey are known to be 
camnogenic In Delhi, with the increased 


Do You Know... 

The wealth of co-founder of Mkrosoft Bill 
Gates has crossed $100 bilNon in April, 
1999. He made $45.6 lakhs per hour 
over the past year. At this rate, he is 
poised to become the world's first tril- 
lionaire by 2004. By 2005 his weohh 
could cross the GDP of UK But Gates is 
also charitable—he donated $3.35 
(approx Rs 14,000 crore) billion to char- 
itoble organisotions in one week in 
February, the largest tax-deductible gift 


dieselisation and the poor quality of diesel 
with high sulphur content, the threat to 
human health is very real Diesel in India 
has a sulphur content of 0.25-0,5 per cent. 
In unleaded petrol, Uie sulphur content is 
0.1 per cent, whereas in the developed 
countries, it is as low as 0.02 per cent. 

Even diis is sought to be reduced to 0.003 
per cent. 




InfvnMrtiM tochiwl^gy |Mltqr 


T he Uttar Pradesh cabinet has 
approved the State's first-ever 
information technology policy which aims 
at placing the State on the global infbtech 
map. The objectives of the policy are: 
Developmoit of information technology 
industries in the State and increased 
domestic and export earnings from the 
software and hardware sectors; to create a 
SMART government, that uses 
information technology for efficient 
conduct of Hie government machinery, to 


mcourage iKe of information technology 
in educaUonal institutions and enable the 
State's youHi to acquire necessary skills 
and make them hi^ly employable. The 
policy is mainly based on the Andhra 
Pradesh pattern, while abiding with the . 
guidelines of the Union government. The 
State government will, in coordlhation 
with Uruon government and private 
vendors, expand the Internet network to 
all districts, towns and villages. Apart 
from this, the State plans to create a 
high speed telecom backbone to 
match the national telecom backbone. 
Earth stations will be set up in Noida, 
Dehradun, Lucknow, Allahabad, Agra 
and Varanasi. The State will also 
promote infrastructure for 
establishment of telc-centrps, tele- 
kiosks and Internet booths for 
delivery of information to the 
common man. Agra and Noida will 
become electronic cities, while 
Kanpur and Noida will be developed 
as Cyber cities 
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21, l.fl.S. Colonv, KidujQipurl, pQtno-800 001, Phone No. 0612 - 210 416 

MaiwgementPtogranund^ 


ADMISSIOH MOnCE 


Iniites i^pilcations for admissimi to the 1ft year of 3 year Dlphnna Coarse in Hotel Managemait 



devices required for advanced tnflniiig. 
Exclusive hostel facilities sqMntdy for 
boys & giris. We give specid tftentioii in 
communication & personwty development. 
Encourage extra curricular activities. Widl 
experienced team of teulties. Ateve dl 
nottocinfirastnictuie merged widi • supob 
catdfonmeot. 


ft Veranasi ftilloww i by group discussion R8.225/-orby8endii«nDan«idDiaftof 

Rs. 230/-ianvoor of "Regency Cdlcge of 
Manegemem ft science* payttedPMna. 

The institute arranfes six months 
compulsory Industriu tmining for ell 
saidiaainlnditwiieniiiestadenisarapiiM jM' tathar lofbimetkm in debtR, visit olr 
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liraw wHh MATO w H m iw 

conflict in the Balkans took a 
I dramatic him on April 1,1999, 
following the capture of three American 
soldiers by Serbs, prompting more tough 
talk from NATO and US officials and 
escalated bombing of Belgrade. US 
officials said that soldiers were abducted 
by Serb forces while on a routine peace- 
kMping patrol in Macedonia, which ‘' 
borders the Kosovo region, although 
Yugoslavia claimed that the soldiers were 
captured while they were on Yugoslav 
territory. 

NATO forces had launched air strikes 
against Yugoslavia on March 24,1999, in 
protest against genocide being committed 
by Serbs on ethnic Albanians who 
constitute 90 per cent of the Kosovo's 
population, lire basic issues in Kosovo are 
not of recent origin. Since 1974, this 
soiithem Yugoslav province had enjoyed 
autonomy. In 1989, Belgrade impost 
direct rule. Serbs regard Kosovo as natural 
extension of Serbian landscape. It was 
here that Serbs (ethnically Slaves) settled 
flqf 13 cerituries a^, till the rise of 
Ot^man eippire, and a lot of architecture 
refk^ fltat. The predominantly Muslim 
etfinic Albaidans of Kosovo don't take 
kii^foti^e Serbian viewpoittt. . ;. 

came to head last yea4 whm 


DOTQOUIflll^. 

The country's first Internet service over 
cqbte network bos been launched by 
Di^net, promoted by Sterling Gl^. 
Called ETH (Education to Horrwi)[i4'oims 
tp prp^ less sRpensIvo lhten^^^|ceeis 
'ii^.eifleit .<md.' .thf 

MOharwddmK;':;;;!?^. wr- 



the militant Kosovo Liberation Army 
(KLA), armed and trained in 
neighbouring Albania, laimched a violent 
campaign for independence. The present 
problem follows Yugoslav President 
Milosevic's refusal to sign the Paris accord 
in March, 1999, which would have 
allowed considerable autonomy to the 
Kosovars, followed by a referendum three 
years later, the situation during this time 
was to be monitored by NATO 
peacekeepers. While agreeing to the 
autonomy demand, Milosevic refused to 
station NATO troops on his territory. 

The Kosovo crisis remains at an 
impasse, even as millions of Kosovo 
refugees continue to pour over the border 
into neighbouring Albania and 
Macedonia. 

Russia, who has ail along criticised 
NAltys bombing of Yugoslavia, seemed 
headed for a possible showdown with 
NATO after the alliance decided to 
impose an oil embargo <m Setbia, to be 
enforced by seairtiing ships hi Adriatic 
Sea. I^idrig possible eontohtation with 
Russia~Sfibia's oilsuppUer bdbre 


when NATO leaders have asked Rusm ter 
help mediate a settlement with Be^tade. 

NATO's 50th anniversary Summit ; *. 
openedon April 24 by issuance of a. 
commuttique spelling out five conditions 
for ending alli^bombittgs. A veriflable 
ceasefire, withdrawal of &ibian military * 
and special police forces from Kosovo, , ; 

deployment of international military * t; 
group, which would have NATO at its < iJ-' 
core, safe return of etimic Albanian . 
refugees to Kosovo, and a willingness to 
work towards a political agreement bas^.' 
on the accords worked out in Ftbwary at •: - 
Rambouillet Prance. - 

In an apparent bow to Russia and '. 
China, USA also agreed to seek a UN' I 
Security Council mandate for the 'r; 
peacekeeping force it plans to send to U* 
Kosovo. '. *1 

Also, NATO in a slight softenirrg of 
its earlier stand, offered to "susp^* air 
strikes once YougoslavgovemmeirthK 

Iwkmin A ‘ ' 


security foro^ Kosovo. 

NATO had demitod^ complete • 





















Eariier, Mr Chemomiydin, Boris 
Yeltsin's special envoy to NATO and 
Yugoslavia, had changed Moscow's 
approach horn harsh condemnation of the 
NATO-initiated war to a more balanced 
and modulated tone. 

To improve Russia's image as a 
peace-malir, the Kremlin also cancelled 
plans to send a flotilla of seven warships 
to Yugoslav conflict zone. This stance also 
indicated that Russia has changed its 
tactics. Earlier, it had also moved the 
International Court of Justice to determine 
the legal consequence of the bombing 
raids. 

Meanwhile, the US House, 
challenged Bill Clinton over Kosovo, as it 
withheld its support for NATO airstrikes, 
after voting earlier to limit Clinton's 
authority and seeking Congressional 
approval before using ground troops in 
Kosovo. 

However, the stalemate continues. 
Russia's special envoy also had to return 
without a breakthrough. NATO, 
meanwhile, continued with its air strikes 
and also slapped an oil embargo in hope 
to make Yugoslav President bucklc-in to 
its demands. 

PartianMt for ■ Union wMi 
Rmalo nnd Boinrua 

mHE Yugoslav Parliament, comprising 
I the Chamber of Citizens, Lower House 
and Chamber of Republic, Upper House, 
has unanimously voted to join a proposed 
Union with Russia and Belarus which 
would help bolster the country's defence. 

Russia, Belarus and Yugoslavia 
would preserve their sovereignty, 
independence and territorial integrity, as 

Oe You Know... 

Forest fires in the hills of Uttar Pradesh, 
burning for over a month, have chorred 
80,000 hectares of forest, destroying 
pine, oak and deodhor trees and much 
of wildlife. The effects of these fires will 
be fell for a long time. A report from the 
Tata Energy Reseorch institute flHI) says 
that effects of deforestatton-, erosion, 
water-logging, salinity ond nutrient 
depletion oil over the country has led 
to a staggering economic loss of about 
crore. 


well as thdr flags and symbols. The future 
Union will also strengthen the 
brothediood and cooperation between 
member States in political, economic, 
social, military, sdentifle and cultural 
areas. 

Yugoslavia, under its leader Josip B. 
Trto, was ideologically opposed to Soviet 
Union and was never a member of 
Warsaw Pact or the COMECON, the 
economic union of East European 
Countries. 

The Union idea has gained 
momentum in Russia since the start of 
NATO air strikes against Yugoslavia. 

Later, on April 17, the Russian lower 
House of Parliament also backed and 
passed a resolution which reconunends 
the Russian government to admit 
Yugoslavia to the Union of Russia and 
Belarus. Earlier, Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic had written to 
President Yeltsin, requesting him to admit 
Yugoslavia to the Union of Russia and 
Belarus. 

A liberal faction in Russia has, 
however^ criticised the Union, saying that 
it will drag Russia militarily into the 
Yugoslav conflict. 

BOlh AanhtaffMny fnuill 

ATO's 50th Anniversary Summit was 
held at Washington on April 26,1999, 
against the backdrop of Balkm crisis. 

Originally meant as an alliance to 
defend Europe from the threat of 
communism, the 19-member NATO 
alliance—with three new members— 
formally took on the role of global 
policing by pledging a larger and more 
flexible militant force to engage in 
conflicts in problem areas l^ond the 
boundaries of its members. 

The gradual engagemott in Balkan 
crisis means NATO has already expanded 
its rote to taking on additional 
responsibility for security timni^ut 
Europe. 

The comimarique outlining the 
NATO's revised strategic blu^rint, the 
first t^date since 1991, pledged inoeased 
eflbrts against weapons of mass 
destruction and means of ddiveiy> 

without suggesting any disannairiient or. 
de-nUelearkjitionon ittpt^./ ' j 

'The ailiSm endOMSd^a^^ 


action pliinto expand intelligouieshaiing 
and devise more efldrtive ways to protect 
their population against nuclear^ diemkal 
and biological weapons. 

Although NATO's-immediate pre¬ 
occupation is Kosovo crisis, which is 
threatening to unhinge flte group, several 
small NATO countries—Italy, CSeece, 

Czech Repubtio—do not approve of 
proposals and policies regarding Kosovo. 

During the course of NATO's 50th 
anniversary Summit, a study was also 
instigated on how best to model the 
alliance's military as an intervention 
force in international crises. The 
study will scrutinize NATO’s first- 
ever peace-keeping mission which 
began in 1995 in Bosnia and is still 
continuing. 

mUOflAN 

BIrall* fouml latlty •! cemi|rtlMi 

N April 15,1999, former Pakistani 
Prime Minister, Benazir Bhutto was 
found guilty of corruption and awarded a 
five-year jail sentence. 

Banazir Bhutto and her husband Asif 
All Zardari were found guilty of 
corruption by the Lahore High Court 
Ehtesab (accountability) bench. The court 
handed out a similar sentence to 2^rdari, 
besides imposing a fine of $ 8.6 billion on 
the couple and disqualifying them as 
members of Parliament. Ms Benazir is the 
member of National Assembly (Lower. 
House of Parliament) and holds the 
official post of the leader of Oppositiem, 
while Mr Zardari is a member of the 
Upper House, the Senate. 

The court also ordered the 
confiscation of their property. To 
implement the judgement, Pakistani, 
government has initiated actions in 
multiple directions which indudes 
conflscatipn their ptq}^ worfl^ 600 
million dollars in Pakistim. Oh the 
political side, flte government's legal team 
has finalised disquatifleatidn referenoes ' 
againstboflt '• , 

Beftazir and Zardari ^ound 
guilty of takk^ kickbacks in ^ .cue 
involving tiw^tadlng of An iiupecttpR ' 
coh^act'to ^ Sw^ firm Sodete iSdteral^; 

Pe H^ryeOif^ ^ ^CS). Ms A 

five opRitiptioA . .v. ’' 





fn»n power in 1996 on charges of rampant 
corruption, economic incompetence and 
sanctioning police hit squads in her home 
town of Karachi in southern Sindh 
province. iClr Zardari, has been in jail 
since Ms Bhutto's government was 
dismissed. 

Ms Bhutto has steadfastly maintained 
her innocence and accused the two-year 
old Nawaz Sharif government of starting 
vindictive campaign against her. Bhutto's 
Pakistan People's Party (PPP) has decided 
to challenge the verdict in Supreme Court. 

Also, the MPs belonging to PPP 
resigned en masse, vowing not to return to 
Parliament without their party chief. 
Benazir Bhutto has decided to launch a 
country-wide agitation against the 
government 'for a conspiracy to oust her 
from politics'. 

According to experts, Bhutto's 
conviction is likely to have far-reaching 
implications for Pakistan, which has not,, 
seen a stable political situation siitce the 
restoration of democracy following 
military dictator Zia-ui-Haq's death in 
1988. 

Observers feel that Bhutto's 
convinction would lead to chaos in the 
country as the vacuum created can not be 
filled by the present crop of politicians. 
Also, it would virtually lead to a one- 
party rule as Sharif would face no 
Opposition. 


mUOITAN-RUSSIA 
fhwlf vlillf Mmmw 
■pHE first visit by a Pakistani head of 
I government to Moscow in 25 years 
(ZA Bhutto visited die erstwhile Soviet 
Union in 1974) has raised modest hopes 
for improved relations between the two 
countries, though differences remain vast. 

Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif, during his duee-day visit to 
Russia, from April 21,1999, met Russian 
Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov and 


Do Ybo KnoiML.. 

Mdody. Qumo Lota Mongashkar has a 
perfuma named oflar her, to be monu- 
foehirad by Gandh Sugandh, a pai^ma 
mqniifacloror of Thona. CoUad Lota,the 
pdifuma vdN ba lotifichad in Ocfobar, 
whan the singer turns 70.. 


President Boris Yeltsin to discuss global 
and south Asian security problems and 
boosting almost non-ecistent Russia- 
Pakistani trade. Pakistani nuclear and 
missile programmes, Kashmir, Kosovo 
and Afghanistan were among the issues 
discus^ by Sharif with Primakov. 

On the eve of Sharif's visit, Russian 
Foreign Ministry made it clear that 
M(»cow was not going to dilute its stand 
on Kashmir and was in favour of its 
solution on the basis of 1972 Shimia 
Agreement. 

Sharif and Russian Trade Minister 
Georgy Gabuniya signed a new trade and 
economic cooperation pact, replacing a 
previous document regulating commerce 
between the two countries, that had been 
in effect since 1956. Trade turnover 
between the two countries was less than $ 
35 million in 1998, making Pakistan one of 
Russia's smallest trading partners in Asia. 

The signing of the trade pact, the first 
of its kind in relations between the two 
countries, was the main highlight of 
Sharif's visit. 

9iarif's visit was kept under wraps 
for over a month by Pakistani authorities, 
apprehending that the strong Indian lobby 
in Moscow may try to sabotage the visit to 
prevent any thaw in Russia-Pakistan 
relations. 

Russian relations with Pakistan were 
cool during the Cold War, partly because 
of the deployment of Soviet troops in 
Afghanistan in the 1980s, but have 
improved in recent years. 

In the course of Sharif's visit, the 
difference between the two nations were 
aired when Primakov urged Pakistan to 
sign the nuclear non-proUferation and 
Comprehensive Test BanTreaties. 

The two sides also disagreed over 
the war in Yugoslavia, Pakistan's 
support to NATO, while Russia has been 
harshly critical of NATO, and also of 
Pakistan's recent test of a mid-range 
ballistic missile. 

A joint statment at the end of 
Siarif's visit said that the two countries 
agreed that establishment of peace and 
security in the region required "non use of 
force and peacefd settlement of disputes". 
Russia also reiterated support to die 


and India, diat was set into motion with a 
Btonmit between Prime Ministers of the 


two countries in Lahore in F^ruary, 1999. 
The sti^ent also expressed concern 
over the unsettled situation in 
Afghanistan and stressed that Afghan 
cot^ict could not be resolved by miiitaiy 
means, calling on the warring parties to 
negotiate peace. 

CHIIUUUS 

CMmm MN vfsilt Uf 

T he visit of Chinese Prime Minister 
Zhu Rongji to US was marred by 
allegations that China received stolen US 
military secrets. Zhu's 9'day visit, from 
April 8,1999, marked the first to the US 
by a Chinese Premier in 15 years. 

During the course of the visit, US 
President Bill Clinton and Zhu Rongi 
reviewed their ongoing efforts to work 
with India and Paldstan to curb their 
nuclear competition, but failed to come to 
terms on the main item on their agenda— 
the human rights record of the communist 
nation. 

Zhu conceded that there was room 
for improvement in human rights 
condition in China, but took strong 
exception to a US decision to sponsor a 
resolution in the UN Human Rights 
Commission, condemning rights abuses in 
China. Clinton also admitted to 
disagreement between Zhu and him on 
meaning and reach of human righte. 

Mr Clinton also regretted that 
progress has not been made to open a 
dialogue with the Dalai Lama, the 
spiritual and political leader of the 
Tibetans. 

The other issues which the two 
leaders discussed were China's entry into 
the World Trade Organisation (WTD), the 
NATO mission in Ybgosiavia and 
allegations of nuclear espionage by Beijing 
during 1980s and 1990s, and its alleged 
interference in 1996 US presidential 
elections, through campaign 
contributions. 

The two leaders also failed to break 
ice on the issue of China's entry into 
World Trade Organisation (WTO), 
although Mr Clinton conce^ that they ' 
had made si^ificant pTOgiesB towards ' 
bringii^ China into tite WTO on fair 
oommerdal terms. . . . 

While MrZhu>tnactettegotiators 
made unjwecendettiied offer to <^>en up 
Chifia's markets for tekeommunkations. 




insurance, agriculture, cars, chemicals and 
other key sectors, he tirelessly worked in a 
bid to improve Beijings image and mend 
frayed bilateral ties. 

Mr Zhu's US "doorknock" campaign 
is timed to influence US Congress annual 
debate, whether to review China's Normal 
Trade Relations (NTR), formally called the 
Most Favoured Nation (MFN) trade 
status. 

Under current law, Congress would 
not vote US acceptance of China's WTO 
entry. But lawmakers would have to grant 
permanent trade privileges to China for 
US businesses to benefit from the more 
open access to China's markets. Congress 
would vote whether to end the annual 
review and grant permanent NTR when 
China enters WTO. 

The WTO battle takes plaa' against a 
surge of anti-China feelings in US 
Congress—stirred by Beijing’s human 
rights record, technology transfer disputes 
and allegations that China stole secrets 
from US nuclear research facility. 

UVfk 

Laclrarbl* bmblnfi swpMta in 
Diilcii cnitMly; UN lifts Mnetiona 

HE two suspects in the bombing of 
Pan Am flight 103 in 1988 have been 
handed over by Libyan authorities to a 
UN representative, to stand trial in the 
Netherlands, under the Scottish law. The 
two men, both alleged to be Libyan 
intelligence agents, are accused of placing 
the bomb on the Pan Am aircraft which 
crashed over Lockerbie m Scotland, killing 
270 persons, including some on the 
ground. As a result of the surrender of the 
two suspects, the United Nations has 

Do You Kbowl.. 

The economy mo^ be slowly rising out of 
the prolonged slowdown that it has 
been plagued with. Excise collections in 
April 1999 have jumped 35 8 per cent 
over collections in the same period lost 
year. The increase is being attributed 
partly to increase in industrial activity in 
the country. The aggregate tevenue col¬ 
lections were Rs 7,576 crore, which also 
shows 0 33.6 percent increase over rev¬ 
enue collected in the same month lost 
yeor. 


removed the severe sanctions on the 
Libyan government, that had been in 
place since 1992. The lifting of the 
sanctions will make it possible to resume 
international air travel and the sale of 
industrial equipment and arms to Libya. 
The ability to acquire spare parts for its 
aviation and oil industries would be a 
considerable relief to the regime of 
Muammar Gadaffi 

American officials said, however, that 
separate sanctions imposed by the US in 
1986 w ill not end until other conditions 
are fulfilled. Although the sanctions have 
been suspended, the UN Security Council 
must still vote to lift them completely. 

That vote can come witihin 90 days if 
the Secretary General reports that Libya 
has met other conditions; co-operating 
with France in its investigations of a UTA 
flight over Niger that crashed in 1989 
killing 171 persons; and pledging to pay 
compensation to the families of the crash 
victims if the two Libyan agents are 
convicted. 

MAUVIIA 
Anwar faand guilty 

USTED Malaysian Deputy Prime 
Mmister Anwar Ibrahim has been 
found guilty of corruption in a landmark 
verdict that is expect^ to change the face 
of Malaysian politics for years to come. 

The High Court found Anwar Ibrahim 
guilty on all four corruption charges. Each 
could carry 14 years in jail and a 20,000 
ringgit (5/)00 Dollars) fine The conviction 
may also bar Anwar from returning to 
politics for at least five years. 

Anwar, Finance Minister since 1991 
and Deputy Prime Minister since 1993, 
still faces another corruption charge and 
five counts of sodomy. His lawyers intend 
to immediately appeal. During the bizarre 
trial, which opened on November 2,1998, 
and ran for 78 days, the State argued that 
Anwar was a corrupt adulterer. The 
defence, in turn, argued that Anwar was a 
devout Muslim, innocent of all charges 
and a victim of the political conspiracy to 
eliminate his challenge to Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad's 18-year 
leadership. 

Human rights groups and foreign 
critics slammed the jailing of ousted 
Malaysian Deputy Premies', with Amnesty 
International calling him a prisoner of 


conscience. Anwar supporters took out 
protests in different parts of the country to 
protest against the verdict. 

Nion 

Uimwl ■ftor PTMldanfa 4 mIIi 

IGER President Ibrahim Bare 
Mainassara was assassina^ on April 
9,1999, by members of his personal 
security guard, according to US officials. 
The country's Prime Minister, however, 
said in a televised address that the 
national assembly had been dissolved and 
Bare had been killed in a tragic accident. 
Word of the assassination came as troops, 
reportedly, swarmed on the streets of 
Niger's capital, Niamey. The turmoil came 
amid opposition calls for Mainassara's 
resignation, after the annulment of the 
regional elections Supreme Court had 
annulled the elections and ordered a new 
round of voting. 

Mainassara, a former army Colonel, 
had seized power in January 1996 in a 
military coup, ousting the country's first 
democratically elected government. He 
had placed then President Mahamane 
Ousmane under house arrest, but had 
released him three months later. 
Mainassara said he had staged the coup 
because Ousmane had failed to address 
Niger's burgeoning economic and 
political problems. ’The West African 
nation is one of the world's poorest. 

UfA-IRAN 

US ■IgiMls to iH|Hwv* Hm 

HE US has decided to drop its 
designation of Iran as the world's 
leading terrorism-sponsoring narion. This 
move, it is hoped, will help ease tensions 
wirii Teheraa 

ITie 1998 US State Department 
Report had identified Iran as "the most 
active State sponsor of tenorism". In 
1997, Iran had been called the "premier" 
terrorist State. 

The US has alsd relaxed trade 
sanctions to permit the sal« of food and 
medicine to Iran, Libya and other nations 
on terrorist list 

The 1999 report, however, has 
accused Teheran of providing continued 
suppext to a number of Middle Eastern 
terrorist ^ups, inchiding the Hamas, the 
Hezbollah and the Palestinian Islamic 
Jehad. 
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Current General Knowledge 


ABBUnriATIONS 

BIFR; Board of Industrial and 
Financial Reconstruction 

INS; Indian Newspaper Society 

INSAT: Indian National Satellite 

PIO: Persons of Indian Origin 

SEEFZ: Santacruz Electronic Export 
Processing Zone 

AWARDS 

Kflllnffl Prise, If 98 

Regina Paz Lopez of the Philippines and 
Ernio Gindotti of Brazil are the recipi¬ 
ents of the Kalinga prize for the 
popularisation of science. 

falifssr Prissi 

For national reporting: Jeff Gerth 
of The Nat) York Times, for a series of 
articles that disclosed the corporate sales 
of US technology to Qtina. 

Commentary prize: Maureen 
Dowd of The New York Times, for her 
Fresh and Insightful' columns on the 
mpact of President Clinton's affair with 
Vlonica Lewinsky. 

International reporting award: The 
Wall Street journal, for coverage of the 
Russian financial crisis. 

Feature prize: Angelo B. Henderson 
)f The Wall Street Journal, for the portrait 
)f a druggist driven to violence. 

Spot News award: The Associated 
^ress, for pictures of US embassy bomb- 
ngs in Kenya and Iknzania. 

Feature photography award: The 
\ssociated Press, for pictures of the White 
-loi^ sex scandal and impeadtment 
learings. 

Breaking news category: 
ronnecticut's Hartford Courant for its 
overage of a shooting spree in the US. 

For investigative reporting: ^iami 
iertdd, wldch revealed voter fraud in a 
ity election which Was subsequendy 
(veilutnet^. 

For e:q>Iaaatory reporting: Richard 


Read of the Oregonian, for description of 
the impact of the Asian economic crisis. 

For best reporting: Chuch Philips 
and Michael A. Hiltzik of the Los Angeles 
Times. 

UNUCO Pmm* Prixo, 1998 

Bangladesh's Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina Wajed and US Senator George 
Mitchell, special advisor to President Bill 
Clinton on Irish affairs, have been 
selected for the Peace Prize. 

BOOKf 

An Iqnnl Mnsic 

Written by \^kram Seth, the novel is 
expected to be a literary blockbuster of 
1999. 

An UnfinIshMl Dronm 

Written by Dr Verghese Kurien, architect 
of India's Operation Flood which made 
the country self-reliant in the production 
of milk. It is a collection of speeches 
through which the story of Anand 
experience comes out. 

Bvsinnn—Tkn ipnml nf Thonghl 

Written by Bill Gates with Collin 
Hemingway. The famous chairman of 
Microsoft says in this book that only 
managers who master the digital 
nervous system of an organisation will 
gain competitive advantage in the 
future. 

Tkn BInn BMbprMiB 

A novel by-Raj Kamal Jha, which tells a 
tale of hope, violence and despair, and is 
set in Calcutta. The book created history 
because the audtor was paid an advartce 
of more than $3,00,000 by the publish¬ 
ers, Ptcadoj^ the higlwst ever to an 
bidianauthoc 

Hw Dr—di B— f t h Iter PmI 

Ihe new novel by Sahnan Rushdie, 

wnr • tm ■ he 'oM(«nnb^ waster 


which has created a controversy as 
reviewers have said that it is disappoint¬ 
ing to read. 

DIPINCB 

India test firai Agni>il 

India successfully test fired the Agni-U 
Intermediate Range Ballistic Missile 
(IRBM) on April 11,1999, bringing to an 
end the five-year uncertainty about the 
programme. 

Agni-ll is a two-stage solid-fuel 
IRBM with the range of 3,000 km. It is 
about 20-metre long, with a total 
weight of 16 tons and can carry a 
1,000-kg conventional and nuclear 
warhead. The test was conducted in 
operational configuration, utilising 
superior telemetry. The other signifi¬ 
cant difference between the two ver¬ 
sions is the mobile launched capability 
of Agni-lI. 

DISCOVIRY 

tenlli cantory Chandola toai|da 
dlfcovorad 

Archaeologists have discovered a new 
10th century Chandela temple south of 
Khajuraho. 

Excavation by a team of the Ar¬ 
chaeological Survey of India (ASI) near 
Jatkara, six km from Khajuraho, revealed 
a two-metre tall and 20-metre wide pitha 
(plinth) of the temple, decorated witih 
mouldings. 

The ASI team is slowly unearthing 
remains of the temple m the Bijanuindal 
mound on foe eastern banks of Khudar 
Nala, near the Qiaturbhuj tenqjle. A 
survey last year identified 18 mounds, in 
and around Khajuraho, which could 
conceal the remnants of Clumd^ 
architecture. 

The archaeological findings point to 
a Buddhist infiuence, foe fobied 
otipxatSS t^nples at lOtajuraho, only 
25 afo known and documented. The 


neWly-discovercd temple is the 26th. The 
Khajuraho temples arc broadly classified 
into the Western, Eastern and Southern 
group of temples. 

The western group of Chandela 
temples (950 to 1029 AD), famous for 
erotic sculptures, are made entirely ot 
sandstone; the tantric Chausath-Yogini 
temple, the earliest known structure 
here, is made of granite, and the 
Mtthadeiv and Brahma temples (900 AD), 
use both sandstone and granite, indicat- 
mg a transition from one medium to the 
other. 

The extension of the 26th temple is 
made of large bricks, similar to the 
Buddhist Sunga period. 

IDUCATION' 

liMlifvto for f|Mdal odvcolioii to 

bo «ol op 

UNESCO has approved the settmg up of 
an international institute for special 
education in India, the first of its kind in 
the world. It will act as a resource-cum- 
training centre for the entire Asia-Pacific 
region, to equip teachers to deal with 
students with disabilities, in the set-up 
of an integrated classroom. 

The Centre-sponsored scheme. 
Integrated Education for Disabled 
Children (lEDC), will also be revised to 
strengthen the training and evaluation 
components and to raise the Enancial 
ceiling for certain facilities to disabled 
children. 

The scheme, which is presently in 
operation in 26 States and Union 
Territories, provides for 100 per cent 
assistance for the education of disabled 
children suffering from nuld to moder¬ 
ate handicaps, in common schools, with 
the help of educational aids, mcentives 
and specially trained teachers. It is 
estimated that around 65,000 children 
are currently benefiting from this 
scheme. 

The Persons with Disabilities (equal 
opportunities, protection of rights and 
full participation) Act, 1955 places a 
statutory responsibility on the govern¬ 
ment to ensure that every disabled child 
has access to free education in an appro¬ 
priate environment till the age of IS 
yenrs. 


IXPI0ITION 

Vtaf Whilisry flnf to icato Ml 
lv«r«flf 

Members of an expedition seeking to 
determine whether Englishmen George 
Mallory and Andrew Irvine were the 
first to scale Mt Everest have located the 
body of Mallory near the summit. 

The two Englishmen had disap¬ 
peared in 1924. The climbers, however 
have not been able to Bird the camera, as 
yet, that could contain pictures proving 
that Mallory and Irvine reached the 
world's highest peak 29 years before Sir 
Edmund Hillary and Sherpa Tenzing 
Norgay. 

The body of Mallory was found 
about 2000 feet (600 metres) below the 
29,028 foot (8,848 metres) summit, not 
far from that of a Chinese climber, 
whose accounts were used by the crew 
to try to locate Mallory and Irvine. 

LenfMl ftay on top of Ml 
ivorotl 

An experienced Nepalese Sherpa guide, 
Bdbu Chhiri Sherpa, 33, completed 21 
hours of stay on Mt Everest, setting 
what is probably a record for the 
longest stay atop the world's tallest 
mountain. 

Making his eighth successful ascent, 
Babu Chhiri did not use bottled oxygen 
during his overnight stay. 

High winds and rapid changes in 
extreme weather conditions usurily force 
dimbers to retreat after just a few ininuies at 
thetopoftftew'orld. 

MACIi 

Annmipor ioMb 

People in great numbers visited the 
buthplace of the Khalsa to celebrate the 
tercentenary of the order established by 
Guru Gobind Singh. The Punjab 
government has decided to make it into 
a 'most modem city'. 

PROJicn 

lHl«ni«l InfruInMlmw to UP 

With clearance for an MoU wifii 
V^brldTe} for developmentof an btemet 
infrastructure, Uttar Pradesh may uriier 
in to an era of smart govenuince. Three 
major dties—Lucknow, Kanpur and 


Allahabad-—will be developed as 
SMART cities in the first phase to 
provide on-line services in Uttar 
Pradesh. 

Under the Sensitivity, Modernity, 
Accessibility, Responsiveness, Transpar¬ 
ency (SMART) city concept, a^hain of 
Info-Kiosks will be developed, which 
will work like PCOs and will be con¬ 
nected to a computer network to provide 
on-line services. 

Major services, including pay¬ 
ment of electricity bills, telephone 
bills, information relating to booking 
of allocation of houses and land, 
various government orders, etc, will 
be available on-line at the Info- 
Kiosks. 

The Indian Institute of Technology, 
Kanpur, will be associated with the 
SMART city project m Kanpur. The 
Indian Institute of Management, 

Lucknow, and the UP Electronics Corpo¬ 
ration will jointly work to implement the 
project in Lucknow. 

Initially, the departments to be 
connected to the network will include 
Police, Energy, Medical and Health, 

Food, Housing and Urban Development 
departments. The departments will 
allocate one per cent of tfieir budget for 
providing IT (Information Technology) 
services. 

All the data relating to these depart¬ 
ments will be computerised. After Imple¬ 
mentation of first phase, NOIDA, Kanpur, 
Agra, Varanasi, Gorakhpur; Meerut, 

Bareilly, Nainital Faizabad, Ghaziabad, 
Aligarh, Driu^dun and Jhansi will be 
developed as SMART dties. 

CMMpvriBg wHbmrt « CMnpvtor 

A group of chip experts in USA, led by 
an Indian, Anil Agarwal, are designing a 
revolutionary processor architecture 
which would enable conq>uting without 
a computer on the desk.« 

Ilie project aims to liberate comput¬ 
ing from the PC*entric world. Titled 
Oxygen, the pre^ would reinvent all 
facets of informatkm technology, from 
chips and software to computers. 

It was inaugurated on April 12, 

1999, in Cambridge, Massachusetts. ^ 
Several cooqjonents are bring developed 


loaiJUNC tsMinecoMPennoNMASTER 



by MIT's Laboratoiy of Computer 
\ Science (LCS). The first is Handy-21 
which, with a small screen, a video 
camera, a gbbal positioning system 
receiver and a powerful computer, 
would combine the functions of a 
cellular telephone, two-way data radio, 
television set, beeper and a hand-held 
computer. 

Besides the Handy-21, Oxygen 
would be based on another building 
block computer called Enviro-21. These 
devices would be embedded in office 
walls, car trunks or basements at home. 

SPACi 

Inaal'SI lovnched 

India broke into global telecommunica¬ 
tions services market with the successful 
launch ot its first commercial telecom 
satellite, lnsat-2E, from Kourou in French 
(iuiana on April 13.1999 

The Rs 220-crore satellite, built by 
Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO), was launched by Europe's 
Ariane rocket. The 2,550 kg Indian 
spacecraft, designed with a mission fife 
oi 12 years, was the lone "passenger" on 
board. 

More than half of Insat-2£ capacity 
has already been sold out for $ 100 
million to the 104-nation consortium, 
Intelsat, based in V^^shington. 

Intelsat has leased 11 out of 17 
transponders on board Insat-2E to meet 
Its operational requirement m Asia- 
Pacific region. Insat-2E's footprint covers 
all of Asia and Australia. 

N«w Mar SyitaM iiiM«vM«4 

Another solar system has been discov¬ 
ered in the Milky Uhy galaxy, but may 
not be hospitable to life. 


Three planets were found orbiting 
the Upsilon Andromedae stai; which is 
44 lig^t years away from earth. The 
discovery implies planets can form more 
easily fim previously thou^t. 

The Kfilky Way contains over 200 
billion stars. This is the first time anyone 
has detected more than one planet 
around any of them. 

MiSCILLANY 

fim bacaaMS fraa tnala lana 

The Santacruz Electronic Export 
Pixxressing Zone (SEEPZ) became a Free 
Trade Zone (FTZ) from May 1,1999. 

This is the first export processing zone to 
be converted into a FTZ under die 
revised export-import policy announced 
on March 31,1999. 

The concept of FTZ is based on the 
experience of such zones in countries 
like China and the UAE, which have 
achieved remarkable success in increas¬ 
ing exports. Units in FTZs will have full 
operational flexibility within the zones, 
without any interference from govern¬ 
ment agencies. The zones will be treated 
as if ttiey are outside the customs terri¬ 
tory of the country. Customs will be 
manning only the entry and exit pomts 
of the zones. 

Unlike in the case of present export 
processing zones, units in FTZs will 
have no export obligations and will not 
be required to adhere to any pre-deler- 
mined value-addition or input-output 
norms. FTZ units will be permitted to 
sell their products in the domestic tariff 
area on payment of the applicable 
customs duty in full. 

ChMrmliyl Vlivf hHi 

The computer virus Chernobyl spread 


havoc in Asia and West Asia, but caused 
few disruptions in Europe. 

In Asia, hundreds of thousands of 
computers were infected by Chernobyl. 
The powerful virus is believed to have 
struck for the first time in June 1998, in 
Taiwan. 

In the US, the Computer Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) at Carnegie 
Meflon University, Pennsylvania, re¬ 
ported that 38 computers had crashed 
nationwide. 

The virus threatens computers using 
Windows 95 and Windows 98 operating 
software, "fiend Micro, a company that 
develops anti-virus software, said that 
2,000 computers owned by its clients 
were hit by Chernobyl, 500 of them losing 
valuable data 

As the damages in the US are 
still being evaluated, Chernobyl 
appears to have struck South Korea 
the hardest, particularly private 
home users. Some 250,000—or more 
than three per cent of the country's 
total number of computers—had 
been infected, according to official 
estimates. The Yanhap news agency 
reported that the virus may have 
struck up to 15 per cent of South 
I Korean PCs, estimating damages at 
I around $ 254 million. 

I In China, at least 7,600 computers 
! were damaged out of more than 100,000 
I that were iiiifected by the virus. 
Chernobyl’s impact was limited in 
Singapore where companies and govern: 
menl systems are generally well-pro¬ 
tected Singapore boasts one million PCs, 
equivalent to one personal computer per 
three inhabitants. 

In India, more than 30,000 comput¬ 
ers were damaged. 



































ATHLETICS 

Boston Marathon 

JOSEPH Chebet won the 103rd Boston 
Marathon to extend Kenya's dominance 
of the race 

Fatuma Roba of Ethiopia continued 
her dominance when she won the 
women's section for the third straight 
year. 

CHESS 

National Chess Championship 
KRISHNAN Sasikiran won the 36th 
National A chess championship held at 
Nagpur, scoring 12.5 points, 11 wins, 3 
draws and 2 losses. 

Dos Hermanas Chess Tournament 
MICHAEL Adams of England clinched his 
maiden category 19 title in the Dos 
Hermanas chess tournament. India's 
grandmaster Viswanathan Anand ended 
one of his most miserable tournaments of 
his career when he tied for last place. 

CRICKET 

Champions Cup 

PAKICTAN beat India by eight wickets 
in the Champions Cup final held at 
Sharjah. 

Pepsi Cup Triangular Series 
INDIA crashed to a humiliating 123-run 
defeat to Pakistan in the Pepsi Cup 
Triangular series final held at Bangalore. 
Pakistan scored the series high total of 291 
for 8 in 50 overs, which was too much for 
the Indian team. 

Ranji Trophy 

VIJAY Bhardwaj grabbed six wickets for 
24 runs and helped Karnataka retain the 
Ranji Trophy by beating Madhya Pradesh 
by 96 runs. 

VM Indies*AustraIia Test Series 
AL^TTRAUA retained the Frank WarreQ 


Sports 


Trophy after beating West Indies by 176 
runs on the fifth and fiiud day of the fourth 
Test. The two teams drew the series 2-2 
but the trophy went to Australia as they 
were holders. 

West Indies-Austraiia one-day series 
SPECTATORS throwing bottles on to the 
outfield interrupted the seventh and final 
one-day international at Bridgetown 
before West Indies eventually beat 
Australia by eight wickets. 

In the sixth one-day international in 
Barbados, Australia beat West Indies by 
4 wickets, gaining a lead of 3-2 in the 
series. 

The fifth match at Georgetown was 
declared a tie after a pitch invasion by 
thousands of spectators. International 
Cricket Council adjudicator Raman 
Subba Rao decided that Australian 
batsmen Waugh and Shane Warne were 
attempting to complete a third run 
which would have tied the scores at 173, 
when the ground was swamped by 
spectators. 

Sheesh Mahal Trophy 
INDIAN Airlines retained the 49th all- 
India Sheesh Mahal Cricket Trophy, 
defeating JSH Brothers, Bihar, by two 
wickets. 

FOOTBALL 

SAF Cup 

CAPTAIN Bruno Coulinho and striker 
Baichung Bhutia scored a goal each in the 
first half as defending champions India 
scored a 2-1 victory over Bangladesh to 
win the SAF football tournament held at 
Margao, Goa 

FIFA Worid Youth Championship 
SPAIN beat Japan 4-0 in the under- 
20 world cup held at Lagos. This was 
the first time that Spain had won the 
title. 


GOLF 

Masters Championship 
JOSE Maria Olazabal of Spain beat 
Australian Greg Norman to win his second 
Masters Championship. 

HOCKEY 

Sultan Azian Shah Cup 
PAKISTAN beat South Korea 3-1 to lift 
the runth Sultan Azian Shah Cup played 
at Kuala Lumpur. 

MOTOR SPORTS 

British Formula 3 

NARAIN Karthikeyan became the first 
Indian to win a race in the British 
Formula-3 championship when he 
outpaced the entire field to the tune of 
7.2 seconds 

TENNIS 

ATP Gold Flake Open 
LEANDER Paes and Mahesh Bhupathi 
won the doubles title, beating the pair 
of Wayne Black and Neville Goodwin 
4-6, 7-5, 6-4 in the ATP Gold Flake 
Open Tennis tournament held at 
Chennai. 

Byron Black beat Rainer Schuttler’ 
6-4, 1-6, 6-3 in the singles final. 

Family Qrcle Cup 

WORLD No. 1 Martina Hingis beat 
Aima Koumikova of Russia 6-4, 6-3 in 
the final of the $1 million Family Circle 
tennis tournament held at Hilton Head 
Island. 

VOLLEYBALL 
National Championship 
TAMIL Nadu defeated Punjab to lift the 
men's title after winning ail the five 
matches played in the National 
Volleyball Championship held at 
Triprayar (Kerala). 

Railways ovemame hosts Kerala to 
win the title in dte women's section. 
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Cricket World Cup '99 


The World Cup for 1999 has caused 
unprecedented media blitz and engulfed 
the nabon m expectabons Companies are 
scramblmg over each other to become a 
pari of the excitement and rake m big 
profits Even retured mcketers who were 
part of India's winning team in 1983 have 
been roped m to endorse products 'It 
doesn't get bigger than this', the 
Lommcrcials on television tell us In 
importance it matches the World Cup 
lootball and perhaps even the Olympus 

To be held from May 14-June 20,1W, 
it will decide the world champions from 
I among 12 participating countries The 
^ opening match will be played between 
England and bn Lanka on May 14 The 
counbies competmg for the cup are 

Group A: Sn Gnka, India, England, 
. ZimbabCve, South Africa and Kenya 
1 Group B: Australia, New 2>aland, 
iWest Indies, Pakistan, Bangladesh and 
■Scotland 

I Ihe league matches will be held 
ihom May 14 to May 31 to decide on 
iSuper Six, who play the matches from 
ljune 4 to June 13 The semi-finals are 
icheduled for June 16 and 17 followed 
py the final on June 20 

The first World Cup was held m 1975 
Hie West Indies won it m that year and 
also m 1979 Under Clive Lloyd, the West 
ndies team seemed unassailable The 
Vorld Cup was called die Prudential Cup 
p the beginning, as the Prudential 
Assurance Company of England had 
[sponsored the event in 1975,1979 and 
[1983 

In 1983, the htdian team under Kapil 
, I?ev created history, when it succeeded m 
beabng World chan^ions West Indies In 
die finals, India could score only 183 wid 
It seemed that West Indies would repeat 
their perfonnance once again. But they 
^ere all out for 140 and India emerged 
'champions It was one of the latest 


It was the turn of Ausbalia to annex 
the Cup m 1987 Held for the first time m 
the sub<onhnent, the Australians under 
Allan Border became champions when 
they managed a 7-run victory over 
England India's Reliance Industries had 
sponsored the event and the Cup was 
known as the Rehance Cup m 1987 The 
next World dup, in 1992, went to Pakistan 
It was Imian Khan's him to write history 
as his team beat England by 22 runs The 
matches were played in Australia and 
New Zealand 

The 1996 World Cup was held in 
India, Pakistan and bn Lanka and was 
called the Wills World Cup Underdogs 
Sri Lanka gave a superb performance— 
they won all the six matches they 
played It was inaugurated in I den 
Gardens, Calcutta and the final was 
plajed in Cadaffi Stadium in Lahore ^ 
Sn Lanka were in full form as they beat 
Australia in the finals by 7 wickets 
Aravmda de Silva proved himself to 
be a talented all-rounder Sachin 
Tendulkar was the highest lun getter 
and Anil Kumble was the highest ^ 
wicket taker 

The most unlucky team has been 
England, which has not won the World 
Cup so far It has reached the finals three 
hmes but was defeated m 1979,1987 and 
1992 

The World Cup 1999 will create 
history m many ways For Bangladesh 
and ^tiand, it is the first World Cup 
appearance For the first time, matches 
are spread over four countries—England, 
Scotland, Ireland and Holland A constant 
score update will be available on the 
Internet It will also have for the first bme 
a former World Cup captain, S 
Venkataraghavan, as an umpire It was 
the 1992 World Cup which featured 
coloured clothmg instead of tradibonal 
whites in which cricket was played m 
Whife balls, day-and-night matches and 


the 30-yard circle, were mtroduced in this 
year 

All the World Cups 
1975 England West Indies beat 
Australia by 17 runs 
1979 England West Indies beat 
England by 92 runs 
1983 England Inia beat West Indies 
by 43 nms 

1987 India and Australia beat England 
Pakistan by 7 runs 
1992 Australia Pakistan beat England 
by 22 runs 

1996 India, Sn I anka beat Aus- 
Pak and tralia by 7 wickets 
S Lanka 
1999 England 

The 1999 World Cup may well be 
remembered for the marketing hype it 
has generated It is the first World Cup 
w hich does not use a brand name as its 
ofhcial name, but companies have offered 
free tickets and discounts on their 
products linked to the outcome of the 
tournament Some Rs 200 crore has 
already been spent on advertismg, with 
companies like Hero Honda, Britannia 
and Foster's havmg jumped m the fray 
Sponsors pay Rs 9 crore to Star Sports 
and ESPN to be connected with the 
tournament Rasna has launched a new 
soft drmk concentrate called 'Yorker', 
while Air India announced meals with 
cricketing terms on its flights Aiwa 
promised discounts linked to the 
performance of the Indian team Soft 
drmk giants Pepsi and Coke roped m 
cricketers to feature m their 
advertisements Emirates had a Good 
Luck fodia book, while Gdbey*8 Green 
Label featured a 10.5 km l<mg banner 
with signatures of more than 1 nulbon 
people. Music companies released 
cassettes to a»h in on the cricket fever 
The list goes on. 


WHO'S WHO 


Appointments Etc 


Appoii^ted, Elected Etc 
Sultan Salahuddin: He has been 
sworn in as Malaysia's 11th king. 

Romano Prodt: Former Prime 
Minister of Italy, he has been appointed 
Resident of the European Commission. 

Daouda Malam: He has been 
appointed interim President of Nigeria 
Kamal Pande. He has been appointed 
as the Union Home Secretary of India. 

Resigned 

Atal Behan Vajpayee: Prime Minister 
of India. 

OisTiNcuisHiD Visitors 
Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al-tham. 
Emir of the State of Qatar. 

Askar Akaev: President of 


Kyrgyzstan. 

Yassar Arafat: Palestinian leader. 

Died 

Manmohan Adhtkan: Former Prime 
Minister of Nepal. 

H.P.’Nanda: Chairman Emeritus 
and founder of the Escorts group of 
industries. 

Sudhendu Roy. Hindi film industry's 
most sought after art director. 

0,P Ralhan: Noted film producer- 
director. 

Mohan Cokhale: Theatre and TV 
personality. 

Raghubtr Singh: Internationally 
renowned photographer. 

ThakaM Sivasankara Pillai: Jnanpith 
award winner and doyen of Malyalam 
literature. 


EVENTS 


APRIL 

11—India's Intermediate Range Ballistic 
Missile (IRBM) is test fired 
successfully. 

13— Thousands of people visit Anandpur 
Sahib, the birthplace of the Khalsa, to 
celebrate the tercentenary of the order 
established by Guru Gobind Singh. 

—Pakistan test fires its Chaun II missile, 
capable of carrying a nuclear 
warhead. 

14— AIADMK leader Jayalalitha 
withdraws support to the Atal Behari 
Vajpayee government 

—Paldstan test fires a second nuclear 
capable surface-to-surface missile, 
Shaheeii 1, with a range of 750 km. 

15— NATO planes bomb two refugee 
convoys near the border of Albania, 
killing 75 people. 

17—Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee's 
13-month old government bows out 
of office after losing the vote of 
confidence m the Lok Sabha by one 
vote. 

20—A skirmish at the Bangladesh border 
results in the death of 7 people, 
including two jamns of the Border 
Security Force (BSF). 

-"Two teenaged gunmen kill at least 25 


people when they open fire 
indiscriminately in a school in 
Colorado's Denver suburb in USA. 

22— The Union Budget is passed through 
a voice vote in the Lok Sabha. 

23— The Ranvir Sena strikes again, killing 
12 people in Gaya district in Bihar. 

26—President K.R. Narayanan dissolves 
the 12th Lok Sabha, paving the way 
for fresh elections in the country. 

—The Jomt Working Group (JWG) on 
the Sino-Indian boundary question 
starts talks in Beijing. 

29—The Madras High Court clears the 
decks for framing of chaiges against 
AIADMK chief Jayalalitha and ten 
others in the Tansi land deal case. 

—The Supreme Court orders a ban on 
registration of private non¬ 
commercial vehicles without Euro-Il 
emission norms in National Capital 
Region from April 1,2000. 

MAY 

4—The Election Commission announces 
that die general elections will take 
place ov^ five weeks from September 
1 to October 7,1999. 

—President K.R. Narayanan sanctions 
the prosecution of former External 


•Affairs Minister, Madhavsinh Solanki 
in the Bofors case. 

5—Elections to the 40-member Goa 
Assembly are announced to be held 
on June 4,1999. 

8— NATO missiles rain down on the 
Chinese Embassy m Belgrade, killmg 
at least four people and injuring more 
than 20. NATO insists that the 
bombing was not "intentional" but a 
mistake as pilots mistook the 
buildings to be legitimate military 
targets. 

—A prominent magazine owner and 
editor of Pakistan, Mr Najam Sethi, is 
arrested by the Pakistani police on 
charges of being an agent of RAW, 
the Indian Intelligence Agency. 

9— USA shuts down Beijing embassy as 
protestors swamp embassy and 
consulates in China following' 
NATO's bombing of the Chinese 
embassy in Bt'Igrade 



-'Mdvl MasfooR The creative 
horticulturist from Huiumr near 
Myaoie, who has jfbund a place in 
theGuonness Biuik of World Records 
for growing a giant (20 feet) brinfal' 
pla^ 

/fUaiuAdhi Mama: Chief of Sun 
TSC has been named die htdia 
YouiMl^iiteBS Aetdevor Award'for' 
1999 hir Sbta's VhMatrn 

j^ON^ouilal L Nanmb'I^UfSV' 
of smpiRtviwN, a Tuadl feMumiim 
wldeii enter 
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br CAT is nothins but a battle of the ATTITUDES 


As already pointed out in our previous communique (in last month’s issue); there are many 
facets that go into making the right attitude for being the manager. Some of these (continued} 
are: 

S’ lORGANISlNG POWER You have to be a Rational deliberate planner to come to terms with 
the extraordinary demands of CAT. Because if you sit in CAT uninitiated it is going to hit you so 
hard You won’t know what hit you. So much before you sit down for CAT, You should have two 
things planned. No. I )) is your STUDY SCHEDULE. Assign what subject will be taken up when. 
How much time you will require to prepare each section. And then also decide how many study 
sessions (of 2 hours each) you will have each day. 

No.2 )) is to organise your actual exam. Identify your strongest and weakest sections. Decide 
(through repeated mock tests) what is the right chronology (sequence) for attempting the different 
sections. Plan out every minute every second of the exam. Also decide how much time is to be spent 
for each section throu^ rigorous practice sessions under the watchful eye of your coordinator. That is 
why DPCC holds more than 20 mock tests for you so that you have your plans ready well in advance. 

6) JUDGEMENT which is derivative of the RIGHT BALANCE between Accuracy & Speed. 
Also keep a watch on NEGATIVE marking in each section which if very high indicate poor 
judgement. This judgement will also come in handy while choosing the right institute. 

7) ALERTNESS This is something that should come naturally to someone like you who is 
aspiring to become a top manager. You should be able to see through the hype and decide correctly. 

So be alert to the claims of the institute who might be trying to con you by claiming the result of every 
student who happens to come to them for merely one test. SO be ALERT & DECIDE, you will find 
that few courses if any give you as much as the DPCC’s CAT Advantage Special. 


DPCCs 



lANTACE 


fiaftirw:- If FOUR months Extensive prowam with'. 
Scientific alternate tkn Repmenfor maximum feed back, j 
H DPCCs prestipous CAT faculpr, knowing exactly where to I 
emphasise from CATs point cf view t Detailed Assignments | 
^ &lf scorers to tlrash out tlm concepts t Real Life Simulated < 
DIAGNOSTIC & MOCK TESTS to remove the fear of CAT \ 
If Proper coverage of suUects required for other prestigious f 
exams like XLM, XI^ BAJAJ, SNafai etc .; 



Delhi Public College of Comoetitious 



raiMil 


K.L.MANCHANDA 


Head Oflice; SB.Puaa Road ^-5727557,S787S60.U1579S<E.llM-vddagMI0l vanlMtln) 
West Delhi Ceatre iJwaiaheri MktJPaschlm \lhar.(laiW IFQ riala)<;e)-SS>349S 
East Delhi Ceatia ; VIKAS MARG,(lMr Mhl IllMta), i?-2418340,24U318 
Soath Delhi Ceatra; 1515.f.f.. KOTLA/Opp. DefCol)^-4648814,4848829 
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The best two letters of the month, appearing in the box, have been awarded^a prize of 
Rs 100 00 each Readers are invited to send us their views on topics covered in this issue 
You can also e-mail your response to lattM«@ooinfKititioniiia*tM'.eoiii. The decision 
of the Editor will be final 


SNAKES AND 
LADDERS 

The cover story explained 
the background of the events 
and the shameful tactics of self- 
serving politicians, including 
Sonia Gandhi. It was different 
from other reports because it 
pinpointed the negative role 
played by the media in giving 
too much attention to people like 
Laloo Prasad Yadav and 
jayalalitha. 

Daisy Bmni/ 
Una, Himachal Pradah 

Since no current politician 
satisfies the minimum criteria 
required of becoming our leader, 
should we not welcome the 
Presidential form of 
government? That could be a 
way of stopping the silly Snakes 
and Ladders games. 

Gadadhar Sahoo 
Bkiibaneihwar, Orissa 

ROLE MODELS 

It is painful to observe 
that youngsters are aping 
showy models. Many of us are 
enamoured of glamour and 
money. Parents, teachers and 
elders can break this myth. It 
is their duty to show the right 
models to youngsters and give 
practical vision to them. 

Manohar S. Khamyat 
Kathgodam, Ullar Pradesh 

STATUS OF 
WOMEN 

Until women are not 
bitwght into the mainstream. 


society cannot progress. The 
long cherished typical notion of 
women as daughter, wife and 
mother has imprisoned our 
thought. We remain vulnerable 
The recent Supreme Court 
judgements are two milestones 
as far as Indian women are 
concerned. But, as you have 
rightly pointed out, laws alone 
cannot help. 

Srabam Bisivas 
Manicklala, West Bengal 

Women suffer from age-old 
traditions. However, laws 
cannot improve their status. 
Men have to change their 
thinking—this may take time, 
but change will surely come. 

Gagandeep Singh 
New Delhi 


BIHAR 

The backgrounder on 
Bihar was an eye opener. It is 
sad that the land of Buddha and 
Mahavir has been reduced to 
massacres and caste killings. It 
is the State government that is 
to be blamed for the present 
chaotic situation. 

Binod Kumar 
Patna, Bihar 

AQRICULTURE 

POLICY 

India needs to rework its 
agriculture policy to eliminate 
disguised employment. It 
should identify products that 
could be developed in the agro- 
industry sector. Farmers will 
greatly benefit from this. It 
should also protect its genetic 



EVERYBODY CAN BECOME A ROLE 
MODEL 

In the busy and fast life of today, the younger generation 
definitely needs someone to look up to. Omt.need not always 
look at film stars, sportsmen or celebrities. Anyone who leads 
life with optimism and haid work, performs his duties well 
and is ready to help a helping hand to the needy, sets an 
example for others and thus becomes a role model. 

Mukesh Mohan Stnha 
Patna, Bihar 

KHAL8A TERCENTENARY 

The backgrounder on the Khalsa really made me proud 
reading about the courageous and valiant group of people 
who are so hard-working and resourceful. Such articles brmg 
out India's rich and varied cultural heritage of which we are 
sometimes aware. 

Shilpi Roy 
Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh 


wealth, which other countries 
are stealing from us. Proper 
research can help, which can put 
India on the path to agricultural 
prosperity. 

Sibsankar Maity 
Calcutta 

CM FEATURES 

What Coleridge said 


about poetry, "the best 
words in their best order" 
seems true about the prose of 
CM. Your style calls for no 
effort on the part of the 
reader and is very helpful in 
preparing for competitive 
exams. 

Bra; Kishore Gupta 
New Delhi 


BMKSTIiMEMIBB 

May be you have appeared in some compsfltiwa examina¬ 
tions recently. We shall be grateful If you could send us the 
question papers. AU those sending original question papers 
will be suitably compensated and tfw original papers win be 
relumed. 

—EfHter 


lOM ■ JULY 1999 ■ 1>CC0U>ETm0NllMSTEit 



DHILLON 

GROUP 




Comprahanalvo Covarag* of 

• Taat of Raaaoning (Logical, Varbal & 
Non-Varbal), Data Intarpfotatlon 

• Engllah Languaga (Practical English 
Grammar Common Errors, Word Power etc) 

• General Awaraneaa (All aspects of Q K) 

• Quantitative Aptitude (Number System, 
Graphs. Tabulation of Data, MenwraUon etc) 

• Daserlptiva Engllah (Short Essays, 
Propositions etc} 

• Model Papers (Five Sets-with Answers/ 
Solutions) based on Previous ybara' Papers 


other BOOKS RECOMMENDED For GOOD 
QROUNDiNQ ATHOROUGH PREPARATION 


1 [QSB ENGUSHIMPROVEMENTCOURSE Rs.1» 
with a FREE copy of 

OfiP COMMON ERRORS IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

2 IP5H KfrOFOUANTTrATTVE APrmiDE RS.1S0 
With a FREE copy of 

VGP A NEW APPROACHTO NUMERICAL ABILITY 

3 INTELUGENCEftREASOMNQ RCiSO 

IMPROVEMENTCOURSE 

(Logic al Varbal &Non'Varbal) 

4 fPBH DATAINTERPRETATIONCOURSE Rs.120 

5 QSiB PROBABLE (UTEST) ESSAYS Ra 75 


liZsLI KITFORSSC’s 
COMBINED PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION • 1999 

FOR GRADUATE LEVEL RECRUmilENTS 


A Assistants Grade, 1999 
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ESSAY 


I 


Women in Politics 




A contemplative man of action, Gandhiji 
was unambiguous m his recognition 
of the fact that women were destined to 
play a positive role in the reconstruction of 
society. He was uncompromising in the 
matter of women's right and underscored 
again and again that for social justice and 
fairplay, equal right for women are impera¬ 
tive. He believed that many a movement 
in his time stopped half-way because 
women power had not been u^. In the 
post-independence period, if empower¬ 
ment of women, through economic inde¬ 
pendence and political participation, have 
remained distant dreams, the reasons are 
not far to seek. Unlike the Asian political 
theatre, where some women politicians 
have made to the top slot due to their fam¬ 
ily ties, women politicians in Europe and 
America have had no such advantage or 
early start. 

If women rulers were a part of monar¬ 
chy/kingship, women in politics are also a 
force to reckon with in a democracy. The 
former ruled the roost by virtue of the royal 
blood in foeir veins, but the latter have 
come to occupy the centre-stage as a result 
of their leadership qualities, mass appeal 
and vote-catching charm. Since women 
constitute nearly half the population of the 
world, it is dennocracy that offers them an 
opportunity to compete with men and 
carve a niche for themselves in the ever- 
changing political sceruuio, both in foe de¬ 
veloped and the developing world. Not as 
back-benchers, or as propped-up dolls by 
their male-counterparts, can they hope to 
make a mark of their own on the shifting 
sands of time. Around the globe, the politi¬ 
cal landscape is dotted with foe outstand¬ 
ing names and contributions of 
women-politicians in foe persons of Indira 
Gandhi, Margaret Thatcher, Sirimao 
Bandaranaike, Aquino, Benazir Bhutto, 
Sheikh Hasiru and foe like. The future 
beckons them to be in the driver's seat and 
deliver the goods where men have tried 


and failed. 

Although 'politics is the last refuge 
of a scoundrel', yet women in politics can 
make it a veritable vehicle of decency, de¬ 
corum and discipline. Much of the mire 
that has got stuck with everyday politics 
can be cleansed if women from all social 
strata are allowed to come into politics, 
not as privileged persons, but like an or¬ 
dinary citizen wifo extra-ordinary sensi¬ 
bilities and sensitivities. Not as mere 
shadows of male wheeler-dealers, but as 
individuals with marked traits of concern 
and commitment for the polity. Women 
in politics can better appreciate and solve 
the mind-boggling problems that a ma¬ 
jority of human beings face in their mun¬ 
dane lives. Their presence in politics 
should not be a matter of charity or spe¬ 
cial consideration, but as a matter of their 
right, which they must assert and exer¬ 
cise. Corruption and criminalisation are 
the two monsters that women in politics 
can take on with all their might and 
mettle. 

like the 'Operation Ganga', foe dirty 
waters of Indian politics can be cleaned 
only if women join politics, not as ap¬ 
pendages of their male-relations or as 
substitutes, but as distinct political en¬ 
tities with a will and volition of their 
own. Without fear or favour, reservations 
or concessions, they can contribute a lot 
towards making politics a purposeful 
passion and pursuit. 

The likes of Kasturba Gandhi, Annie 
Besant, Nelli Sengupta, Sarojini Naidu, 
Vijay Lakshml Pandit and foe like, may 
not adorn the Indian political scene 
again, but if women in politics make foe 
'women icons' of yesteryears as their 
ideals, the sordid situation can still be 
retrieved and restored back its lost glory 
and grandeur. 

The^caustkcomment'easiersaid than' 
done' applies to 'women participation' in 
foe decision-making processes ia legisla¬ 


tures at all levels. The observation 'when 
it comes to asking women to sacrifice, 
there is never a problem. But, demand 
right for women or a share in the fruits of 
development, property rights or economic 
independence and there is a determined 
opposition', depicts the ground realities 
in a male-dominated socio-economic- 
cum-political milieu. There may be noth¬ 
ing inherently wrong in women using 
family connections in pohtics to gain an 
advantage, as happens in other profes¬ 
sions; the problem arises only when 
women are used as proxies—a position 
which even untalented male kins do not 
allow themselves to be forced upon them. 
Even reservations for women in decision¬ 
making bodies may not prove a magic 
wand to do away wifo all the ills of the 
present system. It is only one step in fur¬ 
thering the democratic process and mak¬ 
ing it more gender representative. 
Empowerment of women forcefully de¬ 
mands their rightful place in politics, be¬ 
cause without political power, women 
would continue to dance to the tune set 
by men in authority. 
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EDITORIAL 


Pale's Cloak-and- 

0 

Dagger Gaoie 


akistan's latest 

1 military (mis) 
venture proves 
a well-known 
Shakespearean adage: one 
may smite and smile and yet 
be a villain. The sweet 
"reasonableness" with which 
the Prime Minister of the 
"Failed State" became 
chummy with our own looked 
too good to be true. And true 
to his character, he has 
revealed the dagger cunningly 
concealed in the glamorous 
cloak. Army action, 
"undeclared war of sorb", has 
been unleashed in our 
territory—this side of the Line 
of Control (LoC). The onus ties 
on us to clear our territory of 
the so-called mjillrators It is 
proved beyond doubt that 
they are "r^ulars" of the Pak 
army. 

The cloak-and-dagger 
game of Pak is becoming 
dearer by the day. In other 
words, its treachery is telling 
its own tale. The Foreign 
Mimster Sartaz Aziz's inexpli¬ 
cable, sudden announcement 
regarding willingness to visit 
India, the release of Fit Lt K. 
Nachiketa, with a lot of 
fanfare, and a host of 


seemmgly soft statemcnb, are 
olndoudy meant to cover toeir 
JItmdous designs—long as 
Ml^l as duirt range. 



While the Indian Defence 
Minister is busy putting his 
foot in his mouth, his 
counterpart across the border, 
is presumably readying the 
blue-print for the next 
operation which may not take 
long to unfold. It is a well- 
established military strategy: 
engage the enemy on one 
front, prepare the offensive on 
the other. India have done well 
by not falling into die Sartaz 
Aziz visit-trap meant for 
gaining more time for a bigger 
offensive, yet presenting a 
goody-goody, countenance to 
the international community. 
President Clinton's letter in 
this respect is unlikely to doit 
the devil's steely deter¬ 
mination, knowing as it does, 
his country's soft-comer. 

There are reasons for 
Pakistan to launch this 
offensive, amcealed carefully 


in the attractive wrappage of 
Bus Diplomacy. The present 
Union government is a 
caretaker one. Its own Cabinet 
ministers are pulling the 
chariot in different direc¬ 
tions—like untrained, 
untamed, wilful horses. The 
BJP itself is a house divided. 
Ihe Soma spectre has added 
to its fnght complexes. 

Above all, the Pakistan 
govemmmt must have fully 
realized that die hard, stem 
statements issued by Home 
Minister, Mr L.K. Advani, that 
all Pak military training camps 
would be wiped out to end 
proxy war, were mere verbal 
guns fired for domestic 
consumption, A threat, if not 
translated into reality, 
eventually turns into "ciying 
wolf". Tlw crier pays die price 
as we are India's callous 
indifference to the occupied « 


territory by China spurs Paki¬ 
stan to adopt the same 
aggressive policy. The heavy 
influx of Bangladeshis into our 
country, greedily grabbed by 
our pity political peddlers as 
vote-banib, shows to Pakistan 
that our national interests are 
confined only to a paying 
floral tributes to a host of 
Samadhis! India's aenemic 
response to incursions into the 
Rann of Kutch had earlier 
convinced Pakistan that it 
could grab the Ka^unir valley. 
The solution does not lie in 
clearing "intruders", it lies in 
liberating Pakistan-occi^ied 
Kashmir (PoK). The Nehru 
le^cy has to be consigned to 
dw dustbin (d’history if India 
has to gain national self- 
respect. To stumble twice 
agaiiist the same stone is a' 
(d8grace.1b stumble time an<F * 
8|^ against it is infemy 
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The Complex Pelitice ef 
Middle East 


Israel lias a neia Pnm Minister In the 
May, 1999 elections, an unexpectedly high 
proportion of Israelis showed tlmt they wanted 
to see Binyamin (Btbi) Netanyalu' out, who 
had won an astounding victory on May 29, 
1996, dtfating Labour Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres. Three years later he resigned as the 
Ukud's leader and conceded defeat to Ehud 
Barak, leader of the Labour Party 

How did this about-turn come about ^ In 
this future, we examine the complex politics 
of the Middle East and give a useful 
^ckgrounder to the peace process which has 
proceeded in fits and starts We also explain 
the road ahead for Barak, who faces the twin 
tasks of building a strong coalition and work¬ 
ing towards enduring peace in the region 

TSRAEL'S new Prime Minister, Ehud 
JjBarak, is the country's most decorated 
and celebrated soldier His bravery is weU 
known. He is also a man of peace, a fol¬ 
lower of Yitzhak Rabin, the man who 
started the Middle East peace process. The 
nation voted out Netanyahu, who had 
opposed the land-fo^peace agreements 
with the Palestinians, but had not been able 
to give an alternative. His three years as 
Prime Minister had seen tensions and deep 
divisions. Ihe peace process was stalled. 
He permitted provocative Jewish settle¬ 
ments in lands claimed by the Arabs. PLO 
leader Yhsser Arafat made concessions and 
cracked down cm the militant organisation 
Hamas at considerable risk to his own 
popularity, but Netanyahu could not be 
satisfied. 

Ultimately, he lost out to Barak, 
whose campaign, "Stuck, stuck, stuck," 
became very popular with the Israelis 
as it mocked the stalled peace process, 
die rising discord between religious and 
ethmic factions and the economy, which 
was stuck in a rut. Israel had given a 
dunce to the hard-liners, but voted once 
agiRhi for the Labour Party, a signatory 
to the Oslo peace accord. The nation 


seems to have accepted that the future 
lies not in quarrelling but in lasting 
peace 

Historical Perspective 

L ying on the east coast of the Medite^ 
ranean, the Palestine region includes 
modem Israel and the part of Jordan east 
of the Jordan River. It is considered a Holy 
Land by the Jews, Christians and Musluns, 
and the centre of the region is Jemsalem, 
the scene of many events recounted in the 
Bible. 

The region remained a Jewish home¬ 
land until the Roman era Palestine subse¬ 
quently fell to the Muslims in the 7th 
century A.D and remamed in Muslim 
hands until the 20th century. By the end of 
the 19th century, Jews had begun to 
colonise it After World War I, a Jewish 
homeland was sought to be created in 
Palestine The Balfour Declaration (1917) 
pronounced British Palestme a Jewish na¬ 
tional home. This resulted m senous clashes 
between Arabs and Jews. When Bntain's 
mandate ended, the Jews declared an in¬ 
dependent State of Israel on May 14,1948. 
The next day Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon 
and Syria attacked, but withm a month 
Israel had occupied the greater part of 
Palestine. There were wars between Israel 
and Egypt in 1956 and 1967. In 1973, Egypt 
and Syria attacked Israel to regain the lost 
teedtories. 

Palestinians want Israel to vacate the 
occupied areas. The Middle East has since 
remained in the news for various acts of 
violence. 

The Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) had opposed the creation of Israel 
right from the start. PLO was founded in 
1964 and is made up of various At«d> gue^ 
rilla groups dedicated to reclainung Pales¬ 
tinian homelaiids occupied by Israel. Ihe 
group ctmtinuedabittergtieii^warw^ 
.ktm, indtiding aeroplane hipKkin^, ter* 
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ronst bombings, massacres of Israelf civil¬ 
ians, and skirmishes with Israeli military 
forces. Since 1964, the PLO has been headed 
by Yasser Arafat The PLO was formally 
recognised by die United Nations in 1974. 
In the 1972 Olympics, Israeli sportspersons 
were shot dead by terrorists of foe PLO. 
Such acts only hardened attitudes. In 1988 
Arafat renounced foe use of terrorism and, 
as a result, the United States agreed to 
meetings 

In 1993, Israel and the PLO signed a 
peace agreement to allow limited au¬ 
tonomy for Palestinians in the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank It was a historic mo¬ 
ment indeed, when bitter enemies shook 
hands and their efforts were rewarded 
when the 1994 Nobel Peace Prize went 
to Arafat, Rabin and Peres. After Rabin 
was killed, the peace efforts continued 
In April 1996, the Palestiman Council 
amended the PLO charter which called 
for Israel's destruction, ending armed 
struggle with Israel. 

The peace process would have 
yielded better results if terrorist attacks 
had stopped. Since that was a regular 
feature, foe Israeli people began to tire 
of peace talks, which seemed to give 
away land to the Palestinians without 
any resultant benefit. Brutal attacks had 
been conducted on school children and 
civilian areas, which could hardly be 
justified. Israeli patience was slowly run¬ 
ning out knd in 1996, Benjamin 
NetanyahU'Won foe elections by a rairor 
thin margin, defeating one of foe archi¬ 
tects of foe peace talks, Shimon Peres. 
But foe people yearned for peace and 
voted back foe Labour Paj^ in foe 1999 
elections^ n 
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has resumed his mission. But Barak has to 
first work out a coalition and carry 
through the domestic and foreign policy 
decisions. He has a narrow Parliamentary 
nrajority of 62 Knesset seats, based on the 
centre-left coalition comprising One Israel 
with 27 seats, as also with Meretz (10), 
Centre Party (6), Shinui (6), One Nation 
(2) and Israel B'AIiya (6). Working out a 
coalition with 16 or so diverse ptuties is 
no easy task. 

The road to peace had been taken 
by Rabin. As Defence Minister in 1984, 
ho was determined to suppress the Pal¬ 
estinian intifaiMi, the uprising against 
Israeli rule that exploded across occupied 
territories in 1987. When the beatings and 
deportations proved ineffectual, Rabin 
decided that 1.7 million could not be 
ruled by force; he then made the idea of 
peace as the theme of his 1992 campaign 
He was the first Israeli leader to talk of 
peace with the Palestinians and in 1993 
a historic accord was signed. The Oslo 
accord envisaged the emergence of a 
Palestinian State with the understanding 
that Israel would give up the occupied 
land in exchange for a promise of peace 
by the Palestinians, who had kept up a 
campaign of terror and violence against 
the Jews. 

A Middle East Peace Accord had been 
signed by Netanyahu and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat at Wye River in USA, 
on October 4,1998. It was agreed that Is¬ 
rael would withdraw troops from a fur¬ 
ther 13% of the West Bank while the 
Palestinians would reduce police to 24,000 
in accordance with the Oslo accord. The 
Palestinians were assured of a sizeable 
piece of land while it promised to stop 
terrorism against Israel. Jewish settlers 
declared the accord as a 'betrayal, while 
Arafat also faced problems as he had 
vowed to disarm the terrorist group, 
Hamas. It responded wiSi an attack on a 
busload of children of Israeli settlers in the 
Gaza Strip. An Israeli army escort jeep in¬ 
tercepted the explosives filled caii which 
blew up, killing die bomber and one sol¬ 
dier. Arafat ordered a crackdown on Hamas 
and put its leader; Sheik Ahmed Yassin, 
under house arrest. However, the Wye ac¬ 
cord came unstuck and Netanyahu was 
blamed for it. 


Barak's Job 

B arak has that job carved out for him. 

He has to act fast: every day of delay 
builds up resentment af the painful com¬ 
promises that are integral to any peace 
agreement in the Middle East. Above all, 
any delay gives opportunities for the 
anti-peace lobby, Israeli and Palestinian, 
to organise disruptive dissent, given the 
volatile environment. Barak has already 
promised to withdraw Israel's soldiers 
from Lebanon, within one year, but does 
not want it to be a unilateral pullout. Since 
this can be done only after a peace deal with 
Syria, which controls Lebanon's Hizbullah 
guerrillas, talks with Syria liave to be re¬ 
started quickly. In this, Barak has to deal 
with the demands of Syria's President, Hafcz 
Assad, who has repeatedly ruled out any 
peace agreement with Israel without the con- 
dition that the country should return the 
Golan Heights. 

Peace with the Palestinians is a far 
more complicated matter. Barak says he 
is not opposed to creation of a Palestin¬ 
ian State but may impose limitations that 
may be unacceptable to them. The gen¬ 
eral outlines of a permanent Israeli-Pal- 
estinian settlement have already been 
worked out. These have to be converted 
into agreements that a majority of Israe¬ 
lis would accept in exchange for peace 
with their neighbours, and that a major¬ 
ity of people in the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip would accept in exchange for a vi¬ 
able State. There has to be a solid founda¬ 
tion of goodwill and the new government 
has to work towards it. Barak has already 
said tliat settlement expansion would not 
be encouraged and much goodwill can be 
generated if the most controversial of all 
Jewish settlements, Har Homa in East 
Jerusalem, is suspended. The Palestinians 
had been dismayed when tiiis had started. 
Further, the Wye agreement that 
Netanyahu left broken has to be recon¬ 
struct^: under it, Israel has to withdraw 
from another chunk of the West Bank, re¬ 
lease political prisoners and create a pas¬ 
sage between the West Bank and Gaza. 

On the other side, the Palestinians 
face a hard task too. For the past three 
years, Palestinian frustration has been ris¬ 
ing, since Yasser Arafat has crudely sup¬ 


pressed dissent. Arafat now has the tough 
task of padfying his people, since what¬ 
ever concessions he is able to wrestle out I 
of Israel, most Palestinians will be op¬ 
posed to it. The paft to peace is a troubl^ 
one, since the closer Israel and the Pales¬ 
tinians get to a permanent peace, the more 
dissenters, on both sides, will be deter¬ 
mined to overturn it. 

Power in Israel has returned to the 
peacemakers. The hard-liners havehad their 
time, but were not able to make a differ¬ 
ence. The basis has already been laid by the 
visionary Rabin and now it Is up to his 
proteg6, Barak, to carry it on. The nation is 
on die healing stage but must move fast 
before violent acts wreck the peace process 
once again. The Middle East stands at his¬ 
torical cross-roads once again. The path Uv 
wards peace is a troubled one, no doubt- 
historical animosities have to be forgotten 
and the hard-liners on both sides have to be 
convinced. As a .soldier, Barak has fought 
many battles: he has earned five citations, 
the highest for any soldier in Israel's his¬ 
tory. In 1973 he had disguised himself as a 
woman to infiltrate Beirut with a unit that 
killed three leaders of the PLO. In 1976, he 
was the commander of the operation to res¬ 
cue hostages at Entebbe airport in Uganda. 
But, it is said that peace is more difficult 
than conducting war Barak's toughest battle 
to achieve peace may have just begxm. 
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One Year after Pokhran 


Tfie uvriil ii'us shockai kut yiw when 
India and Pakistan exploded their nuclear 
bombs. Disapprovals and economic sanctions 
were (juick to come. The world seemed to be a 
little more unsafe as the two countries seemed 
poised to 1^0 on a devastating arms race. 

After one year, hoxv genuine are these/ears 
and hopes? The country’s nuclear iveapons 
deterrent has not deterred Pakistan, which las 
created war-like conditions in Kashmir. At the 
same time, China has raced ahead with its 
nuclear programme and was exposed to have 
stolen nuclear secrets from USA—should In- 
I dia have remained a silent bystander? 

In this feature, we examine the nuclmr ' 
balance sheet after one year of Pokhran, the 
benefits and the costs. 


W HEN India exploded the Shakti 
nuclear tests on May 11 and 13,1998 
in Pokhran, the shock waves were felt 
throughout the world. The world's super¬ 
powers were dismayed and quickly im¬ 
posed economic sanctions. It was said that 
the world had been brought closer to the 
danger-of nuclear war and that India had 
wrecked the movement to control nuclear 
proliferation, ushering in a dangerous arms 
race and instability in the region. The fear 
was expressed that India and Pakistan, 
which had long pending disputes, could 
certaihly enter into a conventional war and 
then use tireir nuclear bombs against each 
other VNfithout comprehensive comxnand- 
and-cpntrol systems, the region had be¬ 
come unstable. 

One year later, some of these dangers 
do seem real indeed. The proxy war in 
Kashmir goes on unabated and has esa- 


lated jn^ "war-liJee situation'^. ^ eco- 
nomig;iNUiidlcns have rmt had iinMcnof an 
impact arid both countries, oteessed 
with internal politics: in Pakistan the grn^ 
enunept fighto corraptipn. and dut prea^ir 






: Stan sent infiltrators across the Line of | 
i Control in Kashmir. Relations willi USA 1 
have not improved. Clrina continues its | 
tricks and seems more of a nuclear threat, j 
especially after it was caught stealing se- j 
crets from the US nuclear factory at Los I 
Alamos. i 


India's Stand 


T here is, however, a difference. India 
has shown that it remains committed 
to nuclear disarmament, despite its tests, 
by agreeing to sign the Compt^ensive Test 
Ban Treaty (CTBT).,Supporters say that it 
has acquired a position of strengtti in the 
world arena, which was evident when 
China agreed to resume the joint working 
group talks for resolving the border dis¬ 
pute with it and relations with Pakistan 
too seemed to be improving. Earlier, our 
foreign policy often resulted in isolation 
and quite often India found itself in a po¬ 
sition of no consequence. 

It was increasingly being felt that the 
country's polic>' of nuclear ambiguity had j 
served it well, but seemed to have outlived 
its utility, as other nations had continued 
their nuclear weapons programme. The 
nuclear capability would give its policy a 
realism in the changed world, rather than 
empty morals. For some time, it had looked 
as if India's nuclear gamble had paid off, 
and Pakistan talked of peace during the 
famous "bus diplomacy". The Prime 
Minister's Lahore bus journey showed fliat 
India still was a peaceful nation and could 
deal with its neighbours in a mature way. 

At the same time, the security envi¬ 
ronment in the region has been changing 
for quite some time. China has raced ahead 
with its nuclear programme and has helped 
Pakistan loo. Could tiie country have re¬ 
mained a mute bystander as oitr 
ne^jhl’ohrs wetif about their destructive 
pn^rammis? ' 

Former fbeeign secretary J.N. Dj}dthad 
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summed up why India's nuclear bombs 
were justified: first, for the country's na¬ 
tional security requirements in tlie regional 
context; second, as a continuing basis for 
technological self-reliance for defence; 
third, to structure a strategic balance in 
India's neighbourhood-given superpower 
deployments; and fourtfi, to avoid being 
subjected to restrictive and punitive inter¬ 
national regimes by being categorised as a 
iion-nuclear weapons State. Let us exam¬ 
ine wlicther these hopes have been justi¬ 
fied. 

Hope and Reality 

E ' seemed too good to be true. Today, the 
ains from our nuclear tests do not seem 
very great: they have not raised India's 
stature in the world, they have not deterred 
Pakistan, and they have not enhanced our 
security. The Vajpayee government may 
have hoped to gain political mileage, but 
finds itself out of office today. It remains to 
be seen whetlrer tlie voter Ls impressed with 
the Pokhran D blasts and whether the BJP 
can get a landslide win in the coming elec¬ 
tions. 

The biggest blow to India's policy has 
come from Pakistan. The euphoria of the 
bus diplomacy did not take long to evapo¬ 
rate. It has now been revealed that ev«i 
while the Prime Ministers of India and 
Pakistan were displaying friendship and 
bonhomie, our neighbour was preparing to 
send armed infiltrators across the border. 
The leaders and policy makers of Etdia 
were fooled into believing that the nuclear 
bombs had made dte country talk horn a 
position of strength. It now. seems that ti\e 
nuclear bombs have made P^tan bolder. 

The nuclear explosions have not 
helped hrdia's security requrements in the 
regional context smq^ly because dte coun¬ 
try lacks the resources for nuclear 
weaponisafion; even to build one-fifth of 
China's size of nuclear arsenal, a sum of 
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Rs 50^ crore is required. Further; though 
India has said that it is committed to "no 
first use", the same is not true of Paki¬ 
stan. The country's foreign secretary re¬ 
cently said that "we will not hesitate to 
use any weapon in our arsenal to defend 
our territorial integrity" In other words, 
while India will not use its nuclear weap¬ 
ons first, Pakistan may well do so. Simi¬ 
larly, China is also not bound by no first 
use and past experience has shown that 
this country cannot be trusted either in 
other words, our country will only use 
nuclear bombs after these have been used 
against us, that is, after the country is 
already destroyed. This is a grave situa¬ 
tion and the country seems to have en¬ 
tered into a destructive arms race in the 
region. The only way tor India now ap¬ 
pears to be to take up a weaponisation 
programme which might or might not 
deter our neighbours. 

The West has voiced concerns over 
nuclearisation without command-and-con- 
trol mechanisms. This means that the com¬ 
mand for using the nuclear option must be 
clearly defmed and lie with one person, 
say, the Prime Minister. Nobody else can 
order the use of nuclear bombs A sophis¬ 
ticated control mechanism is needed so tlnat 
accidents are prevented The USA and 
Russia have spent over $ 900 billion on 
command-and<ontiol systems just to make 
sure that a nuclear bomb is not used either 
by accident or by sabotage In contrast, 
neither India nor Pakistan have reliable 
command-and-control systems. Today, 
the chances of a nuclear disaster in South 
Asia are much greater than it ever was, 
when you consider that Pakistan army 
can take decisions on its own and often 
acts against its own government. The el¬ 
ement of Islamic fundamentalism and the 
hatred of the Pakistani army brass to¬ 
wards India makes it necessary that both 
countries must invest in adequate com- 
mand-and-control systems. 

India's place in the world 

D id the bombs enhance India's place 
in the world? Again, the answer is no. 
had pointed out in our articles last year 
that real stature in the modern world comes 
horn economic, not military strength. This 


has been proved once again: even among 
serious disclosures of China's spying ac¬ 
tivities in the US, the policy of "engage¬ 
ment" continues because of the 
commercial interests of US companies in 
China On the other hand, the US has 
largely been ignoring India despite the 
nuclear bomb because India has little to 
offer economically. Our leaders have still 
not understood this equation 

On the contrary, India's position in the 
world may have taken a beating For the 
past year, all diplomatic efforts have con¬ 
centrated on damage control The legacy 
of peace of our past leaders has been 
eroded India is seen as a wannabe super 
power with its own house in a mess. It is 
no longer a moral voice of the world, nei¬ 
ther is it a military power. A country de¬ 
pendent on loans from the V\brld Bank and 
a \ery high evternal debt fo\er 5> 90 bil¬ 
lion) can ill afford to spend Rs 50,000 crore 
for making nuclear weapons. It can only 
do so at the cost of health, education and 
fighting poverty 

The greatest loss has been with re¬ 
gard to India's position with respect to 
Pakistan Before May, 1998, India was 
overwhelmingly strong and Pakistan 
knew this It always craved equality with 
India The nuclear tests have put it on 
equal footing As soon as Pakistan ac¬ 
quired nuclear parity, it has stepped up 
its campaign in Kashmir because it knows 
that India will not go into conventional 
war with it because of fears of a nuclear 
holocaust India's strength has thus been 
severely restricted even though it has 
nuclear arms. 

US specialist on South Asia Stephen 
Cohen has argued that Pakistani nuclear 
capability was meant to dominate 
India's conventional forces: it has suc¬ 
ceeded in doing so. Today, it has used 
the fear of escalation ot war into a 
nuclear one to send intruders into In¬ 
dia, which it would not have dared to 
prior to May, 1998. 

India's place in the world stands 
eroded. Some of its former friends, nota¬ 
bly Japan and Australia, have turned 
away. Earlier, the country could take a 
stand on morality and peace but today it 
is like any other military power. If nuclear 
bombs were earlier described as a "crime 
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against humanity", what made India take ^ 
up the path its leaders had condemned’ 
earlier? 

The Balance Sheet 

T he country stands at a pequiiar posi¬ 
tion today It is not recognised a nuclear 
power yet, since it has not gone in for 
manufacture of nuclear weapons. The 
world refuses to give it foe status of Nuclear 
Weapons State (NWS). To become one, it 
must spend a considerable amount of 
money which it does not have. The coun¬ 
try does not have economic bargaining 
strengfo like China, because of irrational 
bureaucratic controls that still govern busi¬ 
ness in our country^ In the international 
arena, it is still seen as a soft State, The US 
does not give India the importance it de¬ 
serves and continues its tilt towards China 
and Pakistan. 

If nuclear parity is considered, the 
country scores little again Today, Pakistan 
has equal nuclear status while China has 
raced ahead, havmg systematically stolen 
secrets of advanced nuclear weapons from 
the USA. In the Asian context, China has 
emerged as the nuclear superpower while 
both India and Pakistan are almost, but 
not quite, there. 

If the nuclear weapons have not 
given us security nor have they deterred 
Pakistan, what bwefits have accrued due 
to them? The answer is: none. One year 
after Pokhran, the liabilities on the ^ 
nuclear balance sheet far outweigh the ' 
assets. The nuclear tests have pushed 
India into an arms race and the country 
must invest heavily in nuclear arms to 
always stay one step above Pakistan. The 
Pakistanis may prefer to eat grass to 
develop their nuclear capability, but 
should India have followed the same 
destructive path? 

The hopes generated by the Pokhran 
blasts have been punctured by the armed 
intrusion by Pakistan into buto territory 
Peace seems more distant than it ever was 
and war clouds hover over foe sifo-conti- 
nent. We must live in fear of a nuclear 
holocaust: idl it takes for foe t^ggtir to be 
pulled Is a fanatic genera! across foe boe-r, 
der having visions of /efud or fmly war ' 
agaitstlti&. ''’^ 
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ARTICLE 


Economics of Political 
Instability 


Pohhcal instaMthf m the country has 
once B$atn affected the economy of the country 
during 1998-99 Exasperated by the decision 
to haw one more general election, the economy 
of the country has taken a seme beating this 
year Dependence of economy on the political 
stability of any country has been proved em¬ 
pirically in seiieral countries of the ivorld 
India IS a classic example of a country loith 
great potential for growth, getting swamped 
in political instability and not getting the ex¬ 
pected results And the worst part is that there 
appears to be no respite in sight from this 
syndrome 

Gloomy Scenario 

'P'XCEPT for the tenure of Narasunlia Rao 
JCigovernment, all the governments dur¬ 
ing the decade of nineties have had very 
short hfe-span It is admitted by one and 
all that coalition politics m India has come 
to stay but, unfortunately, Indian politics I 
lb yet to learn survivmg with it. At times, 
transforming itself into virtual blackmail, 
the business of supporting successive mi¬ 
nority or coalition governments, and widi- 
drawing the support thereafter, has 
flourished in India durmg recent years. 
During the vote of confidence held in April 
1999, which was closely lost by the 
%jpayee government, tile stand taken by 
a few political parties was so erratic that 
values of politics were ruthlessly thrown 
to winds. 

Keen political observers v^onder as to 
how the so-called representatives of people 
stoop so low in ethics, when they have to 
go b^k to tite people they represent, again 
for getting elected. Is huhan voter so gull¬ 
ible as he can be fooled every now and 
then? Certainly not. Indian democracy has 
shown remarkable maturity over tiieyears 
4nd tiie electorate of India deserve due 
credit. li is now to be seen as to how long 
"hung" Paihanmits would be voted to 
power by them. The ii^rtance of eco¬ 


nomic considerations, however, was 
realised by tire parliamentarians when tiiey 
decided to pass the annual budget and 
railway budget for 1999-2000 in record 
time. 

But such concerns arise out of statu¬ 
ary compulsions, and not by regard to the 
economic development of the country The 
process of structural reforms, initiated dur¬ 
ing the beginning of this decade, had 
started yielding results by mid-nineties, but 
political uncertamty thereafter has taken 
its toll, which has resulted in slowing down 
of the process of reforms, on the one hand 
and relatively poorer performance of the 
economy, on the other All this has hap¬ 
pened when annual mdiistnal growth rate 
was in double digits, export growth rate 
was exceeding the magic figure of 20 per 
cent and tertiary sector was booming. But, 
despite tremendous potential, all these pa¬ 
rameters have shown dismal results dur¬ 
ing the past two years 

A close look at the economic perfor¬ 
mance m the recent years would reveal that 
the performance of the economy has taken 
a certain dip If the figures expressed in the 
Pre-Budget Fconomic Survey are any mdi- 
cation, the adverse political scenario has 
already affected the economy adversely. 
Declining from around 7 8 per cent in 199^ 
97, the growth of Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) came down to 5 per cent in 1997-98 
and estimated to be around 5.8 per cent 
during 1998-99 1999-2000 is expected to 
be the worst in recent years. The decelera¬ 
tion in India's export growth rate in dollar 
terms, continued for the third year in suc¬ 
cession. Had it not been for 10.07 per cent 
growtii rate of exports during March, 1999, 
the cumulative growth for tfie year 1998- 
99 would have been even poorer. As per 
the Survey, net capital inflows during 1998- 
99 were much lower than in 1997-98. Simi- 
lady, tite ail important industrial sectoi; 
whi^ registered an outstanding giowtit of 
contribution to the GDP, of 15 per cent in 


1995- 96, collapsed to meagre 7.7 per cent 
in 1996-97 and further to 6.8 per cent in 
1997-98, going further down to around 6.5 
per cent during the previous yeac 

Altiiough tile Draft Ninfo Five Year 
Plan places heavy reliance on the domestic 
savir^ as a means of investment and ci^l- 
tal formation, the performance of titis sec¬ 
tor during 1997-98 has left much to be 
desired. Total gross domestic savings de¬ 
clined to 23.1 per cent of the GDP during 
this year while it was 24.4 per centduring 

1996- 97 Real Gross Domestic Capital for¬ 
mation also dropped from 26 per cent in 
1996-97 to 25.6 per cent in 1997-98. Capital 
formation in agriculture has gradually 
declined from 28 2 per cent m March 1994, 
to 21 per cent in 1998-99. At 1980-81 prices, 
public investment has declined shaiply 
from 35.3 per cent m 1960-61 to 16.2 per 
cent in 1996-97, and the downward trend 
contmues 

Perilous Situation 

'THE fluid political scenario has created 
X a crisis-iike situation in the country. Po¬ 
litical (^servers have already started talk¬ 
ing of a constitutional amendment to 
switch over to bi-party system in the near 
future, although it is doubtful whether the 
Supreme Court of India would allow that 
to happen as multi-party system is consid¬ 
ered to be part of tiie basic featurea of the 
Constitution. Another alternative discussed 
among the pohtical circles is the introduc¬ 
tion of such a safeguard as to ensure that 
once a political party provides siqpport to 
a government from outside, or joins a coa¬ 
lition governmott, it should be prctiiibited 
from witiidrawing support for a sufSekntiy 
long period of time, thte would ensure 
politi^ stability and also keqp the bask 
structure of the Constitution intact. 

One of the major Casualties of the re¬ 
cent instability has been the Ninth Five 
Year Plan, which has virtually been re- 
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duced to a ritual. With almost half of the 
period of this plan already over, the gov¬ 
ernment has not been able to take out the 
printed plan document so far. The exer¬ 
cise to finalise this plan was initiated in 
the year 1996, when draft prepared by the 
Planning Commission was circulated to 
all the States tor their comments and sug¬ 
gestions. Irequent changes in govern¬ 
ments, thereat ter, resulted in inordinate 
deLiy in its iinalisalion. While the Gujral 
government could barely finalise the 
draft-plan, the Vajpayee government 
could only seek the approval of the Cabi¬ 
net before getting voted out of power. 
There-is no guarantee that the new gov¬ 
ernment would not make some alterations 
in the Ninth Plan. 

Never in the past, finalisation of any 
five-year plan was delayed for so long 
The very fact that we are already in third 
year of the plan,,makes a mockery of our 
planning process. It is not clear as to what 
long- term perspectives in economic plan¬ 
ning could be adopted by any government 
when there is no approved plan in place. 
Economic adhocism is the key-word in j 
vogue and schemes aimed at appeasement 
of particular sections of the society are 
introduced in one year, only to be dumped 
during the next one. Not only precious | 
resources are wasted, but also the overall 
economic development suffers a serious 
set-back. 

The governments of recent tunes could 
hardly devote required amount of time to 
tackle the pressing economic issues. Rather 
than being allowed to do anything con¬ 
structive, the successive governments were 
kept busy in political manoeuvring for their 
survival. With so many internal pulls 
witliin the coalition, decision-making, par¬ 
ticularly in the economic field, was ex¬ 
tremely difficult. 

Voter's Onus 

E very time the elections are announced, 
the optimistic people are hopeful that 
one of the major political parties would 
get clear majority. But to their dismay, more 
often than not, in recent times, the man¬ 
date of the people has turned out to be 
fractured, resulting in formation of yet 
another coalition or minority government. 


I once again dashing the hopes of many. 
} Some of the common incidents being wit¬ 
nessed almost every now and then arc the 
efforts to form the government, mustering 
up numbers for seeking vote ot confidence 
j or toppling an existing government by 
proposing a no-confidence move. The 
chant os ot horse-trading on all such occa¬ 
sions oannol be ruled out and some of the 
, tormer members of Parliament have al- 
I ready laced criminal prosecution for in- 
, tlnlging in bribery on such occasions, 
frequent elections put undue strain 
on the economy. Fvery time general elec¬ 
tions are in the offing, the stock markets 
I tumble and the black marketeers galore. 
I In addition, as per a rough estimate, one 
general election costs about Rs 1000 crore 
I to the State exchequer. Besides this direct 
I iinancial burden, billions ot rupees are 
spent by the numerous candidates and 
I political parties and this unproductive ex¬ 
penditure results in a situation called "de- 
mand-piill inflation". As a result, the price 
level goes berserk and the common man 
j suffers. Should the poorer population, in¬ 
cluding the salaried classes, continue to 
share the burden of frequently held elec¬ 
tions? The process may not continue for 
long. Soon the people of this country arc 
bound to realise that they cannot be taken 
for a ride every time by unscrupulous pli- 
ticians for whom self- interests are higher 
than the national interests. 

The onus certainly is on the elector¬ 
ate. Mushroom growth of regional politi¬ 
cal parties in almost all States of the 
country is one of the reasons for the 
present slate of political mess. Certain 
regional parties like Telegu Desam Party 
in Andhra Pradesh, Shiromani Akali Dal 
in Punjab, Rashtriya Janata Dal and 
Samata Party in Bihar, Lok Shakti in 
Karnataka, Shiv Sena in Maharashtra, 
Haryana Vikas Parly in Haryana, DMK 
and AIADMK in Tamil Nadu have 
emerged as very popular parties in the 
respective States, b addition, parties like 
Bahujan Samaj Party, Samajwadi Party, 
CPM and CPI(M) also have their share of 
electorate intact. This proliferation and 
growth of smaller parties is nutinly re¬ 
sponsible for repeat^ fractured niMtdates 
where minority or coaUtiim governments 
remain the only alternatives. 


Politically mature electorate of India 
have exhibit^ their ingenuity on more 
tiian one occasions in the past. If we go 
back to the year 1977, it would be obvious 
that the Congress Party was severely pun¬ 
ished by the electorate in the generd elec¬ 
tions, voting out mighty Mrs Indira Gandhi 
and brmging m the fanata Party govern¬ 
ment headed by Mr Moraiji Desai Infiui- 
ated by the intense infighting between four 
main constituents of Janata Parly, people 
of India, after a period of two and a half 
years, voted decisively again and brought 
the Congress government back to power 
in the 1980 general elections. 

Recent turn of political events has 
once again posed some serious questions 
before the electorate of the nation. Should 
the all important cconoiriy be allowed to 
suffer by frequent changes in government? 
Should the long-term perspective plan- ' 
ning for the economy be allowed to go 
haywire? The answers to these questions 
are certainly not in affirmative. The elec¬ 
torate of the largest democracy of the 
world have to sit and do some introspec¬ 
tion, as to where the mistake was com¬ 
mitted. Amending the Constitution may 
not be possible, as no party in near future 
may gel the required majority and the fear 
of ^e Supreme Court of India declaring 
such amendments ultra-vircs of the Con¬ 
stitution, also looms large. Under such a 
scenario, the voters will have to decide 
about their voting pattern by ensuring that 
only main national parties, capable of 
forming governments in their own, are 
voted to power, evolving informally tJife 
two-party system. So far as the regional 
parties are concerned, these can be given 
the responsibilities of nmning the govern¬ 
ments at the State-level, so that the-re¬ 
gional aspisations of the people are also 
effectively met This possibility reminds 
one of the famous MGR formula in Ikmil 
Nadu, where more number of seats were 
left for AIADMK in die Stat| Legislative 
Assembly hy the Congress Party, and for 
Parliament^ elections, AIADMK would 
leave more number of seats for the Con¬ 
gress. Since sudi an adjustment appedt* 
to be a lanote poesibilitimtoday the volwr 
can det»mfne.his.pxioritie8 in dils man¬ 
ner to ensure a dbar verdict in favour of 
a major national party. ' ': 
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Use More of Your Mind Power 

For Your Succoss in Exams and Compstitions. (MottptophuMtHUyum^ byR^B»pim 


Dear frien4. * 

My name it ^ Bapna. 1 ^wim lo tell you aome 
ideas from my new sufprisitigly paweiful course 
-Rai Bapna’s Mind Power Study Tfcchniques. 

Why Us* Only 10% Mind Pnwnr 

Yii^is liave always known that each peison's mind 
is wry povwrful. The scientists now say that most 
people use only 10% of their mind power. Th« 
upto 90% of mind power remains hidden and 
unused. , 

My course teactics you to use pun of this 90% u> 
study hctter. to improve your memory, and to get 
success in your exam and competitKai. 

Surprising But Thw . 

Consider thi.s. You have ton learning many 
subjects in schools or colleges for 10, or 12, or 
more years. It is surprising that the? do not spend 
even 1 hour to teach you how to use mote of your 
inittd power for success. 

My powerful, tesuli-oriented course will help you 
in everything you want to study; EngdUh, Ptoto, 
AcuHuitiiigi History, etc. and for IAS, PMT, HT, 
Ihtard Exams, PO, Bank, UPSC, SSCt CA| CS. 

' etc. 

Can't Mak 0 You Superman. No Magic. 

L 1 want to make it clear tliat my course cannot 
Brake you a superman or give you success by magic 
ur you do not work hacd. 

What my course can do is to help you discover the 
hidden talents and natural abilities of your mind 
sudt ss reading faster and remembering more in less 
time. 

I guarantee that my course will help you towards' 
success if you arc a sincere and ambitious student 
who studies average or more, is different, and 
seriously wains to get success. Both toppers and 
ordinary students will greatly benefit. 

Just as a strong foundation helps to build a good 
building, this course helps you lo make the best use 
of your hard work and siudying/coaching. 

Impev* Your Mmory Quickly 

You wilt leant many easy techniques to inwreve 
your memory in this course. Lei me give brief 
; summary of two such techniques here. 

'Ihchnique 1: llie brain has two memory stores: 
short-term and long-term. Research shows that 
byithout revision, after 24 hours we remember only 
W%. After 1 month only 5%. b clearly shows that 
^ must revise. But, most students do not revise 
motematically, so much of their hard work is wasted, 
rrteach you the powerful techniques “Sysionatic 
I Revisiixr and ''Daily Routine” so that you can 
I revise and remember more in less rime. 

I Ibchnique 2: Scientiftc research has proved that 
L lor better memory, we should take rest and not study 
E^tlnimisly ftw noun. You will learn my technique 
f RcnRi^ine* 10 get maximum benefti from the 
iresi. iliis technique relaxes you. changes your brain 
r waves, and puts you in a “reaming sUte”, 

1 kaud fasitr to Rtviso Nslor 

; Everyone can learn to read and undeniand 300, 
300 or more words per minute. But, many of us 
read only about KX) words per minute. My “Finger 
Tfc^iique* will double your speed in <0 rrinuiei. 

%u mw reed dowly for theee reaiom: a)« 
read aloud Of move 11^ 09 Ifyou hear acundsin 
youriniiidCBIfjniiireadoiMWDnratiglaape . 

. rato dun lea^ maty wpnb IL WIbaut ^ 
»we. you read BOtne vsiords egatn aabi. 

. win help you W overcome these 

habiu. 

chapiae. for dtt’fiiO. dineTto to revise eobi 
agein quickly lotbit .)itM.biit reniaafoer mem In 
“'Wi- 

Wkat UMlIlbo taoM 


CobVooAbswot 

f nWM QoOBtiMM A 

• For better memory, thouM you shidy 
early In momino or late In nighr? 

• For belter memory, ehouM you read fast 
or slow? Should you study conUnuousiy 
orlakeraat? 

• Oo examiners give you moro marks H 
you write more pages? 

• Which vitemins can help your brain to 
function better and to Improve your IQ? 

• For how many hours must you sloop? 

k* Is II good for your IQ to oat just before . 

Van axam? y 


• B E. Brr« PiaM. Mieeh, iir KhureCpur.NTS6 
•cholw. Rank 5 R^Setwol Beard.' 

• Wodd-iemout eufoor. t putgahed 3 eemputerbooke 
In USA Including a beat eaging -MS-OOB M aa l ar e .* 

• I aamad 80 doHara par HOUR In USA as eoimutar ax- 
part and writer. M the peak of auooees. IM USA to 
do aomathing ki our own eounby. Nbw.iapendffly 
fun Ume alBia 'Mind PowsrRaaMroh meWuta.' 

• 1 also foam! French, Sanskrti. Karafo, Brekkfng 
wooden board by hand, many M a d he l o na, etc, 

• Expert: Computers, EngAab. Mind Peviwr. Study Teeh- 
niquss. WaaamambefofSocfotyftit Ae cala rs sad 
teaming A Teaching, USA*. 

and other countries. This course Is amiecied ^ the 

Copvrislu Law so nobody can ccuv uus insterial. 


Ovr Stodml S«ts 

^ Ail Indh lltMOiy Racsnl 

*3ur student Rajiv Chaudhary sat a 
^^^^^^Hmsmoiy recoid (Limce Book of Records). 

In interviews to newspapers ha said. 
*Tha aacrats of my newly dovelopod memory are postal 
coursaa Mfod Power Study Tbchnlquee and Mind Power 
Muaie lirom the Mind Power Reeeereh InsUuh.Udeipur." 

Batore Joining our oouraoa, ha was an erdlnaiy 
aiudeni and scored only 52.3% In High School Exam. 

Ash vouraalf : If Bilaceursa can hale someone to eat 
a new mamory record, can M alao help you to improve 
memory and use moro mind power for succeta? 

Wbal Newspapm, MagailMS Say 

•“SImpla, affacUva, practical tachniquaa to Improva ovsr- 
afl intelHganca and mind power. Evan sveraga shidem 
can easily understand.* -iimM oi m* 

•'Poweifol. practical, aasy. II win help ail studanta. bank 
officials and othere appearing tor teat, sxams and inter- 

VWWl * —Inxtefi Banks' Associstion ButoOn 

What Stadanls Say 

•’Vbur course helpad ma to win tatM-DMEDAL in AMIE 
exam Ithasbemofimmansahalploma.' 

~Hatah VBrdhan Khanna, Cun* 

•■| tfippad OAV College Chandigarh. Hneressadmy 
reading speed from 303 to 1000 words par mlnula.' 

Ssniaav OaM. Pancliktila, Hifyana 

•‘Vary usstol for my BSc and ICWA axama. wnhln a sin¬ 
gle day. I ineraaaad my reading spaed from 275 to 
458 W^S par mlnula* —$JayM»l>nh.Mailns.TN 

•*l am vary happy to Inform you that my son Ravi Anand 
Ineraaaad hla reading apto ITOm 228 to surprisingly 
high 1818 words par mlnuta. Thank you tor your 
course.* — DimLS mall. MS, EytSuigKOfi.BIhaf 

•*Unt)aiievably. I Iroprovad my reading spto iTOffl 75 
to 200 words par mipula. My son (in data 4) tmpmvad 
hlsmainory. Ha toso improved hla reading tpeed from 
4510 too.* — PiolMaiMiiMamfliD.fawwlymU^ J 

fteliog sleepy 4. \bu will experience dial ^ are 
capaM of achievliig much mere success man you 
currendy do (even if you are already very good) 

5. Enhance your inKlIigence 5. Improve writing, 
spelling, interview skiirs 7. Learn exam McteU to get 
more marks fixr what you have sntdied 8. Avoid big 
mistakes that can cause failure. 

You Will Also Lssm Thess 
1. Some major mistakes of exam days A how to avoid 
diem 2. More techniques for hmraving memory, 
coitoeatnlion, snd imelligenee 1. How to use lime in 
the elassnom fbr succese 4. Mind mus: new scwntific 
vwy to lake noM 5. Progi«nyaunelf forsueqessuaing 
dw power of beliefk. inagiottfoii, and Neuro Unguiiiic 
Ptqgtttmnlni (. Advanced memory teohniques to 

remember tong eequencei, ipelUngi. end compUeated 

things 7. Interview technito* for self-confidence A 
kueccssB. How exitnineisoomctaiisvwr papers, snd 
howtouiediiakftowMge»ssimonnisrfci9. Mega- { 
vitamin esttbiHetiaywrinMlIiisiieeduriqi | 

exank^ Ok Hbw for 2 qipca « quetdona, you can get': 
ntortmuks. ! 

Toppsr'B UntouB Counw 
CofiiiMnsBli^flfcMtAwMtliMllA 
'Hfo uMm nom 

toclmlqibfo with Os Jaiw^iibic diieuverles Mi brmn 
laaod^ nuitkfon. psyuheioiy. and iMMle ia Anssria 



I am 100% sure that you will beneftc greatly from, my 
courae, ao I offer ^ this unique auareniee: 

If you are not 100% satisfied with die course (code 
80S), simply return it so diet it must reach us whbin 50 
days of despatch bom our office, and you gel reftind of 
your amount (minus Rs 40 for pottAhindllng} by MOt 
No questions asked-you be the Judge. 

This is more than enough din to benefit, Acfually 
many students benefit on the rM dfo dwy gel the 
coiine. And most benefti within 1 or 2 wen^bbu elao 
get a green poster of Bapna’i OptiaU Itbulen’" 
Technique Jor Conetnumion vrtiich was inspired 
SOOO-year old symbol <d India calM Sri Mom. Btea It 
you return the course for mc^-back. please keep this 
amazing poaier as my ftee gift. 

You D«eid«... 

For my IIT entrance, I wanted to order the best portal 
course to get luccess. But I wu not sure if die course 
would really give me sucoeu. After waiting for i 
months, I ordered the course. TIse couiie was very 
good and it helped me to get rank IHQ. But I did not 
get admissioa to Electrona» Engineering'. I lost a big 
chance because I wailed end did not ordre immediaidy. 
\bu should not v»li. Order today. 

UiBUplBflMflBIIIL YQUaBBlurnlhlBP«QBBBVYM<4MjialBWKIft«lk.Or 
you OMi dteUt to loin (Ml oBufM lo btMfl fmi AW hMt mA wid fuoBHit 


Far example, the course code 80S is of Rs 2934-20, 
but diisinonm. it isonlv Rs 220-I-20. So. vouaive. . 


CeutmNwM 

RrtSwiiMVVIneFoiiiwiliiSrTiwIililq u w 
'Or AflS BmaV Mlwr F«m( MmIc Mmiv a 
Cwi wi i lr «i.i ) ).cww«.»Fhei boJilBiiS Fow 


SOS | 2 W* 20 I 


Bammi wwrtw<.ties*1ie) _ TfO sis* as 

Sww.'s&iglrtiCww.lMr.wtU.Bimi iV Ml K i m SBl 248*20 

S m i Mi Brelwi Pr ima. SooX (2« PS>»2 aiiimlw 128 IS0»» 

WI4mui«Mrtmii.tbMtMWrt "m |H'e*<s[ 

MW Twhiwlmv liw* so 1S8*aili 


MOWTOOniR 

This course is not sold In shorts beesuse dicvdo not 
give money-back gnaiamee. Iwsmd nil courses by 
Regirtered Fast only. No VPP. 1b otillr wdey, go to 
your btnk or post idfice, snd send foil anxxiM w D.O. 
or M.g In the name of M.RK.L Udstoier (RnB to: 

Director, Mind PoiMr Ruodsuch InnlHuin 
M>7,MindPoiinfChiiniMrt,$Bt!i0rB - 
__Ud8lpyf (Rfowfogn) 818002_ 


Our easaene htt fflpiieMtd;i#l48 ioSnntam^ver, 
bMi). It has suNMiiM iMitofoM folffifo you Iston 
foster. New n tbfreardiuf llto. alButdrfcPvmrkIn 
die DepartmemiffPlneliology, BmfoidkUnivetsiBi; b 
eetdendcady pMvM diki dfS^MHSle stoffouity helpa 
In irimlnfrniMmty imlihsslf is sintfocthnts 
machines. (Dr Thomas Budyaffo kad found to tod 
maehhiss focnase IQ togtodtotoks In school/ 


Univ«nh%liis 
ifleanity helps 
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Is Justice Equal for Everyone? 


One of the basic tenets o/fiisticc is that it 
IS equal for everyone. That is how it should be, 
but many cases in recen t times paint to the fact 
that then are two kinds of justice: vne for the 
influential and the other for common people 
The country's political class—and their chil¬ 
dren—treat the law as something to be played 
with. If corruption has eaten into the veryfab¬ 
ric ef the nation, the Marne must squarely he 
with the judicial system, which lets the accused 
roam free. Children of VIPs brandish guns and 
kill people for coming in their way since they 
know that they cannot be punished On the 
other hand, undertrials are held in jails with¬ 
out charges being framed against them. In this 
issue, we look at equality before the law os crime 
increases marufM in our country. 

A Justice is the basis of civilised 
society. It is required to keep our lives on 
a peaceful track. When people loiow 
they will be punished, no matter which 
position they hold, they will not break 
the law. However, if they know that they 
can misuse their position to influence the 
working of the law, they will break it. 
Society can well degenerate into the 
\^Wd West, where anybody with a gun 
was a law unto himself. Tlius, equality 
before law is an essential and basic 
princq)le of justice. Whether a person is 
a politician or a labourer, he must be 
equal in a court of law. Let us see what 
tlw situation is in fodk. It is believed 
that judges have not been a^ted 
greatly by the corruption that engulfs 
our soci^, tiiough they have not been 
able to insulate themselves totally. Thus, 
justice is done impartially in many cases, 
though after years of delays and hear¬ 
ings. The judges have also endeared 
themselves to the people by acting on 
piddic interest liti^tion r^d giving 
judgements on matters tliat affoct a Urge 
section of the population. But the image 
the judiciary has taken a beating in 
'Mtomt times. Theway the courts have 


handled cases of corruption, crimes 
against women and those mvolvmg 
influential persons, has left much to be 
desired. An impression has been created 
that everyone is not equal in the eyes of 
law and that it can be twisted in any 
manner that one wants. Movies often 
show a part of this reality. It appears 
that there are two kinds of judickl 
systems: me for the common people and 
another for those who have some influ- • 
ence. 

MrB You are undoubtedly referring 
to certain high profiie cases involving 
political leaders and their children. 
Indeed, when we look at them, we find 
that the meaning of justice is twisted 
The 1984 riot cases have dragged on for 
years. Many scandals have been ex¬ 
posed, including the urea scandal, the 
fodder scandal, the telecom scandal and 
many others. In not even a single case 
have the accused been punished. They 
roam around freely, giving the impres¬ 
sion that it pays to be corrupt. More 
recently, tiiere have been cases in which 
children of VIPs have shot dead those 
who came in their way. A barmaid, 

Jessica Lai, was shot dead in a restaurant 
in Delhi by the son of a Congress leader. 
Instead of investigations, which would 
help get the necessary evidence, the 
police have focused on the legaUty of 
serving drinks in titat bat It is beUeved 
that the accused will be free after a few 
months, when the case is forgotten. On 
the other hand, Hiere are thousands of 
undertriais who are held in the country 
on a mere suspicion. What does this 
show? It shows tiiat justice is a hand¬ 
maiden of the influential, while tite poor 
are left to fend for themsdves. It is 
hardly surpri^g that the law and order 
situation k deteriorating b the country. 

MrC Ybu are harpii^ on some 
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cases only But my friend, you forget that 
the courts have to work on evidence. If 
the evidence is not there, can the court 
sentence anyone? The fault does not lie 
in the judickl system but in the investi¬ 
gating agencies. If they are not able to 
collect evidence, on what basis will the 
courts pass judgement? They have no 
option but to let the culprit go I feel 
that to a krge extent, the courts are still 
safe from corruption, they have other 
liiTutations, like a huge backlog which 
causes long delays, but you cannot say 
that courts treat people differently. In 
many cases, petitions from landless 
labourers have been considered. The 
Supreme Court has been instrumental in 
giving progressive judgements about 
child and bonded labour. It has also 
understood tiiat investigating agencies 
are under the control of politicians who 
hamper their work, so the Supreme 
Court gave clear instructions that the 
CBI should work independently. I feel 
that instead of bkming the courts, we 
should hold the investigating ageiicies 
like the police and the CBI responsible 
for conducting slipshod investigations 
which are not able to stand the scrutiny 
of the court. 

MrD You may have a point bete. 
Howevet the courts carmot wkh away 
their responsibility and say tiiat tiie 
investigating agencies are not doing 
their job. After all, no criminal will sign 
an affidavit on a stamp paper before 
committing a crime. In corruption cases 
too, tiie leaders make sut»that there k 
no due. Much oi the evidence has to be 
circumstantial. The courts must take 
cognisance of sudi evidence. Fbr ex¬ 
ample, no person keeps cash in trunks in 
hk house and when it vhss found in 
Sukh Sam's house, it wra dearly a case 
of comiption. Met, Sukh Ram roams free. 
In anotiiet court held that 
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Ka4>nath Rai could not be held respon- 
^ sibte for haibourlngtenorists because it 
was his personal secretary who had 
made thi^ stay arrangements. These 
appear to b& blatant cases of miscarriage 
of justice. There are, undoubtedly, many 
other such cases. Consider the irony: on 
the one hand people are put in jails on a 
mere suspicion, while on die other the 
culprits roam free because direct proof is 
not found! I am sorry to say, friends, 
that our judicial system is not impartial. 
It keeps two standards. The angel of 
justice is supposed to be blindfolded, but 
in actual fact it is not so. Consider foe 
fact that foere is open exploitation of 
child labour and there is open prostitu¬ 
tion and trafficking of females, but 
nothing is ever done about it because no 
evidence will be good enough for foe 
courts. We have so many societal ills 
» because of a judicial system that refuses 
^ to see the obvious. 

MrE How can you blame the 
judicial system for everything that is 
wrong with our society? You have to 
remember that the courts cannot take 
place of foe executive. Many things have 
to be taken care of by the government. 
Social ills have to be tackled by enacting 
laws and by the society itself. The 
judiciary h^ done whatever it could. 
Take the instance of public interest 
litigation. On numy occasions foe courts 
have given judgemrats pertaining to 
* pollution, child labour ^ so on. Even 
an illiterate person can approach the 
courts and a post-card can be treated as 
a petition by foe courts. So we can say 
that justice is equal for everyone. Fur¬ 
ther; 3 rour contention that the courts do 
not punish VIPs docs seem to be true. 
We have to remember that the courts 
have to go by evidence. If they start 
{pving judgements on the basis of 
circumstantial evidence, some innocent 
people are bound to suffer; I feel that 
foe courts have to clear out the huge 
backlog of cases so foat justice does 
not tal^ years in coming, and take a;, 
look at the state, of undertrials in foe 
k country. If dtese dilngs are done, foe 
faifo in foe {pdidal system will be 
restored. 


]^4^ AI agree with you foat courts 
must restore foe faifo of foe people, 
which has bear eroding for years. At the 
same time, some questionable acts of 
judges must be censured. In foe recent 
case of a high society murder in Delhi, 
one of foe accused turned up with 
anticipatory bail from a Manipur court! 
One cannot help feeling foat the 
Manipur judge acted on extraneous 
considerations; how can he give bail for 
a crime being investigated in Delhi? It 
is such loopholes that have given the 
judicial system a bad name. Further, an 
ordinary person cannot go to courts all 
over the country so the system is 
heavily partial towards the influential 
who can commit crimes and then 
obtain orders from courts in distant 
areas. You are right—it is foe courts 
themselves which must be a little more 
honest so that foe faith of the people is 
restored. 

MrB I still feel foat justice m our 
country has become a willing tool in the 
hands of the mfiuentlal or the corrupt. 
Obtaining anticipatory bail from a 
distant judge in a Delhi murder by an 
accused just proves my point Take 
another practice which has been pointed 
out in foe press earlier: when the sons 
and sons-in-Iaw of judges work as 
advocates in the same courts It has been 
said that even Supreme Court judges 
have their relatives working in the same 
courts. Diere is a possibility that cases 
with such lawyers will get preferential 
treatment. Even if this is not so, at least 
some clients may hire such advocates 
hoping to get some benefits. The judicial 
system has to take into account such 
practices, as also other instances of 
corruption. It is also inqiortant foat in 
cases involving VIPs, foe courts should 
be extra strict so that people do not feel 
foat they ate getting better treatment. As 
things stand, the people's faifo in the 
judiciary has been shaken. Ordinary 
people are forced to bear iiqustices at the 
hands of foe influential, rather foan go 
to foe courts because they know foat 
justice will either be delayed or not done 
at aU. That is why a PuUic Interest 
Litigation (HL) iu» not been flled by 


any child labourer or a sex worker. It has 
become a tool in foe hands of fasliion- 
able lawyers and NGOs who hope to 
earn fame by filing PILs. For an ordinary 
person, getting justice is a path strewn 
with rocks. 

MrD It appears that the only 
equality before law is foe fact that 
people are acquitted after years of 
fighting cases Corrupt leaders have 
happily found foat foe courts are willing 
to give them foe benefit of doubt, a 
benefit foat is exploited no end. "The 
law Will take its own course", they 
declare, knowing that the course is a 
long-winded one which usually ends in 
acquittal. In tlie crime of killing a former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, the court 
has acquitted all but four of the accused. 
Such things are hard to digest, consider¬ 
ing foat the plan must have involved 
many people. It must have made the 
LTTE very happy mdeed. If, on the other 
hand. Innocents were caught by foe 
mvestigating agencies, the courts should 
fine foe officials concerned, since much 
expense has been incurred m foe investi¬ 
gations. Where is foe accountability of 
either foe courts or the investigating 
agencies? 

MrE I think that our courts are 
better foan countries like China and 
Indonesia, but that is not saying very 
much. It was said at the outset foat 
justice is the basis of civilised society. 
Since our society is degenerating by 
the day, part of the blame certainly lies 
with the way that justice is delivered. 
People's faifo has been eroded. It is up 
to foe courts to correct this situation. 
Some amount of introspection has to 
be done and blatant cases of misuse of 
foe system must be controlled. Other¬ 
wise, the society will drown in a 
vortex of crime and violence and 
people take the law into their own 
hands. 
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Many young persons miss out on formal 
education due to a number of reasons, such as 
family circumstances or lack (f opportunities. 
Such students need not despair. They can take 
up studies through correspondence offered by a 
number of universities. In the Open Univer¬ 
sity system, they can even obtain degrees they 
want without any background of formal edu¬ 
cation. A new addition has been on-line educa¬ 
tion, or doing courses on the Internet, through 
which one can take up studies regardle^ of 
limitations location or time In this feature, 
we caver two universities, the Indira Gandhi 
National Open University (IGNOU) and 
Annamalai University, which offer opportuni¬ 
ties to complete one's education and also give 
details of online education. 

India is a huge country. People live in 
remote areas where facilities of education 
do not exist. Much of the emphasis of the 
government too is in bigger citieS; leaving 
a person living in smaller towns and vil¬ 
lages at a disadvantage. There are also a 
number of people who have to start work¬ 
ing at an early age, who miss out on an 
opporhmity of higher education. For such 
persons, doing courses through correspon¬ 
dence or through the Open University sys¬ 
tem is a viable alternative. The eligibility 
conditions are not very strict and one can 
take up such courses irrespective of where 
one lives 

Correspondence courses are offered by 
a number of State universities, including 
many foreign universities, which have been 
advertising their courses in India for some 
time now. In recent years, two Indian uni¬ 
versities have become very popular and 
have awarded d^rees to thousands of 
aspirants all over the country—Annamalai 
University and IGNOU. These universities 
are also quite cheap and do not impose a 
heavy burden on the student, besides be¬ 
ing convoiient. 

Annamalai University has a large cor- 
riaapondence department offering a wide 


variety of courses. It also has an Open 
Uruversity scheme through which one can 
do under-graduate and post-graduate 
courses. The following options are avail¬ 
able. 

I. Undergraduate Courses (3 years 
each): (a) BA in History, Sociology, Psychol¬ 
ogy, Economics, English and Tkmil. {b) BBA 
(c) B.Sc in Mathematics, Electronic ^ence. 
Computer Sci^Ke, Applied Chemistry. 

Eligibility: A pass in Pre-University/ 
Higher Secondary/Second year of Foun¬ 
dation Course For B Sc, Maths, Physics or 
Chemistry is required at school level. 

II. Post-graduate Courses (2 years): 

(a) MA in Ihinil, English, History, Sociol¬ 
ogy, Psychology, Economics, Population 
Studies, Public Administration. 

Eligibility: Any degree. 

(b) M.Sc in Mathematics, Physics, 
Chemistry, Zoology, Botany. 

Eligibility: B.& with the respective 
subject as die main subject. 

(c) M.Com, M.Com Co-operative 
Management. 

Eligibility: B.Com, BA, BBA etc. 

(d) MBA, 3 years, approved by AICTE. 
Eligibility: Any degree. 

III. Law courses: (a) Post graduate 
course ML (Master of Law), 3 years. Eligi¬ 
bility: BL 

(b) Degree Courses: Bachelor of Aca¬ 
demic Laws, B A.L. 3 years and Bachelor 
of General Laws, B.G.L. 2 years. Eligibii- 
ity: Any degree. 

(c) Diploma Courses: Diploma in 
Labour and Administrative Law/Taxation, 
1 year each. Eligibility: any degree. 

IV. Diploma and PG Diploma 
Courses, 1 year each: (a) Management 
Related—Materials, Marketing, Finance, 
Tourism and Personnel Management, Ad¬ 
vertising, Public Relations, Business Ad¬ 
ministration, Mana^ment Accounting. 
Eligdulity: ^y degree. 

(b) Engineering Related—Concrete 
Technology, Construction management, 
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Chemical Process and Instrumentation, 
Maintenance Management, Sugar; Fertiliser 
Technology, Industrial Safety, Industrial 
Pollution, Industry Hygiene, Energy Man¬ 
agement, Operations Research, ReMgera- 
tion and Air Conditioning. Eligibility: B.Sc 
in related field or engineering degree. 

(c) Agriculture related—Horticulture 
Nursery Management, Mushroom Technol¬ 
ogy, Biopesticides Technplr^, Seed Produc¬ 
tion and Technology. Eligibility: A pass in 
class 12. 

(d) Other diplomas—Mineral Explora¬ 
tion and Mining, Hydrogeology, Petroleum 
Exploration, Population and Health Man- 
agemoit. Rural Development, Banking,Co- 
operative Management, Guidance and 
Counselling. Eigibiiity: graduate in related 
field. 

V. Certificate Courses, 1 year each: 
Automobile Technology, Offset Printing, 
Office Management. Eligibility: A pass in 
X standard. 

VI. Library Science, 1 year each— 
Bachelor/Master of Library and Informa¬ 
tion Science, Certificate course in Library 
Scioice. 

VII. Open University System: (a) PG 
courses, 2 years: MA in 'fiimil, English, 
History, Sociology, Econpmics, Population 
Studies, Public Administration, Population 
Studies, M.Com Co-operative Manage¬ 
ment. (b) Under-graduate courses: BA in 
Ikmil, English, Ifistory, Sociology, I^ychol- 
ogy. Economics, Population Studies, Politi- 
cal Science, B.Com, BBA, B.Sc in 
Mathematics, (c) Diploma course in Saiva 
Siddhanta. Eligibili^: No formal educa¬ 
tional qualification is required. Mini¬ 
mum age should be 18 years for U.G. 
courses and 21 years for rc. courses. Ap- 
j^kanfe bave to pass an entrance test after 
undergoing the orioitation course. 

The n^umcff instruction Is English. 

The last date for recdptrrf completed ap- ^ 
plication forms is July 9,1^ he MBA, ' 
August 18,1999 for aU otiier courses and 



June 29,1999 for University scheme. 

Application forms aiul prospectus can be 
obtained font: Directory Directorate of Dis- 
tance Education, Anitamaiai University, 
Annamalainagar > 608 002 akmg widi a DD 
for Rs 250 for MBA and Rs 50 for ali other 
courses and a s a.s.e. 27 x 21 cm. The Uni¬ 
versity has a large number of study centres 
all over the country. 

The Indira Gandhi National Open 
University (IGNOU) similarly offers a 1^ 
nun^r of courses and diplomas. Some of 
these are given below. 

I. Preparatory Programme* 
Bachelor's Preparatory Programme lead¬ 
ing to BA, B.Com for non 10+2. 

II. Undergraduate courses: BA, 
B Com, B.Sc, Ba Aelors in Tourism Studies, 
Nursmg, Construction Management and 
Water Resource Engineering, Library and 
Information Science. 

III. Masters Courses: MA in Distance 
Education, Tabrary and Information Sci¬ 
ence. 

IV. PG Diplomas: Distance Educa¬ 
tion, Higher Education, Maternal and Child 
Health, Journalism and Mass Communi¬ 
cations, Translation, Writing for Radio, 
Rural Development, Tourism Studies. 

V. Diplomas/Certificates: Tourism 
Studies, Creative WHting in English/Hmdi, 
Early Childhood Care and Education, 
Nutrition and Health Education, Rural 
Development, English Ihadiing, Guidance, 
Food and Nutrition, Child Care, Disaster 
Management, Environmental Studies, Par¬ 
ticipatory Forest Management. 

The session for the above will com¬ 
mence in January, 2000. The prospectus 
can be obtained from IGNOU Regional 
Cehtre, A-24 Duiga Chambers, Raj Nagar 
Dlstt Centre, Ghaziabad, or any of its 
study centres on payment of Rs 50. An 
elecfonic version of tiie prospectus can 
be downloaded from the IGNOU w^site 
at http:/ /www.ignou.edu. 

Many Students are desirous of d(^g 
computer courses. IGNOU offers an op¬ 
portunity to do tiiese courses through tele- 
learning centres having the infraatruchue 
for delivery of programmes which will 
include live satellite-based teleconferenc¬ 
ing lectures, video lectures, practical It^ 
ratories tnd Ihternet-baUd teaming 
re8()uim.Atpfiaei«ttwocourseaheveb^ 
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(a) Bachelor of Information Technol¬ 
ogy (BIT), aivl (h) Advanced Diploma in 
Iiformation Technology (ADIT). 

The BIT is a 3-year intensive degree 
programme to be covered in nine trimes¬ 
ters, of whidt tile first five comprise Higher 
National Diploma (HND) in Computing 
and Multimedia of Edexcel Foundation, 
UK. Students have the option of obtaining 
a Higher National Certificate (HNC) at the 
end of one year. After five trimesters, stu¬ 
dents will receive the BTEC HND, followed 
by the BIT degree after nine trimesters Af¬ 
ter the BIT, students are ebgible to enter 
the second year of the MCA programme of 
IGNOU The eligibility for admission to BIT 
is class 12 of any recognised board 

The ADIT is a one-year diploma course 
aimed at developing software profession¬ 
als m the areas of Object Orient^ Systems, 
Visual Programming, Relational Database 
management. Data Conununication and 
Networkmg, Data Structures, Component 
Programnung, Information System Secu¬ 
rity, Internet Technologies and E-commerce 
On completion of ADIT, students are eli¬ 
gible to enter the second year of the MCA 
programme of IGNOU The eligibility for 
admission to ADIT is a graduate degree 
from any recognised or deemed umversity. 
The entrance test for these two courses will 
be conducted on August 1,1999 and the 
last date of submission of form is June 30, 
1999. Students handbook and prospectus 
can be ob^ed from SR&E Extn, IGNOU, 
K-76 Hauz Khas, New Delhi -110 016 by 
sending a DD for Rs 350 The prospectus 
can also be downloaded from the IGNOU 
website given above The entrance test 
application form is to be sent to Director, 
SR&E Division, IGNOU, Maidan Garhi, 
New Delhi -110 068. 

The above courses are ideal for people 
who may be working in jobs and have fos 
time at their disposal to pursue a full-time 
course. The great advantage of the Internet 
is that it can connKt people in the most 
remote areas. Even tf mail reaches late in 
your area, you can communicate instantiy 
witi) your teachers if you have Internet 
access. You can also communicate with 
your classmates and form friendships in 
what is known as "Virtual Campus". How- 
;fvet R remains to be seen how K^INOU 


develops tills great opporturtity, foce gov¬ 
ernment departments usually are un^le 
to tap such technologies. 

It is expected tlut other universities 
will start virtual classrooms too within this 
year. The University of Southern 
Queoisland, Australia, has already an¬ 
nounced that many of its courses and sub¬ 
jects will be offered totally online from July, 
1999 onwards. One can thus have the op¬ 
portunity of studying for an Australia 
degree even m a ronote village in Indial 
The website of University of Southern 
Queensland is http://www.usq.edu,au. 
Newport University, USA, also offers dis¬ 
tance learning for BBA, MBA, DBA, PhD, 
BA and MA. Their website is: http:// 
www.citycoilege.ac.uk. 

One will similarly have universities of 
many other countiies on the web very soon, 
which will undoubtedly give a very wide 
choice to the student. Another advantage 
is that one can start the course at any time, 
without waiting for academic sessions to 
start. It may also be noted that it is not 
necessary to have one's own computer 
and telephone line—one can use the ser¬ 
vices of an Internet services provider, 
which helps save cost and investment. 
Much of the initiative lies with the gov* 
emm«it to make the Internet cheap and 
easily accessible. At present it has unnec¬ 
essarily created roadblocks and prevented 
the spread of the Internet, preventing its 
proper use in our country which desper¬ 
ately needs better delivery channels for 
education and trairung. 

It may be remembered that open 
universities are not a substitute for for¬ 
mal education. These help you add to 
your skills and qualifications. Many 
higher level courses or jobs do specify 
that only full-time courses would be 
reco^sed. Very often, however good 
jobs are got through ability, not through' 
degrees. So one can use such schemes 
to add to one's ability and qualifications. 
Later, if you ace very good in your 
specialisation, it would become ima*- 
terial how you acquired your skill. So if 
there is a course qr degree which you 
always wanted to do,bttt lacked the time 
or opportunity, open universities and 
the virtual campus can help fulfil your 
desires. 
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Preparing for CAT '99 


Aspirants for manaKemenl courses find 
the Common Admission Test (CAT) for ad¬ 
mission to IIMs a touitli challenge Some 
40,000 students reportedly appear for the test 
and over 1,000 are taken in the six IIMs The 
competition is tough, hut can be overcome with 
a fixtised preparation 

In this feature, tix analyse last year's lest 
paper and describe the changes you can expei t 
this year It will help you in your preparations 
and give you an insight as to what is required 
for clearing the CAT 

Over the years, the hype about man¬ 
agement courses has been steadily increas¬ 
ing. Magazines publish salary surveys of 
fresh recruits—and tlie latest figures add 
to the excitement; average salaries in UM 
Ahmedabad are said to be Rs 7S> lakh per 
annum, which means over Rs 70,000 a 
month! In other institutes they are said to 
be in the range of Rs 2.5-5 lakh per annum, 
which also translates into a cool Rs 20,000 
for a fresh graduate. With such claims, it is 
not surprising that young people all over 
the country have stars in their eyes and 
their parents are willing to spend sizeable 
amounts to provide coaching for clearing 
the test. Doctors, engineers, architects and 
other professionals hope to join the man¬ 
agement bandwagon Coachmg institutes, 
some of them run by IIM graduates, add to 
the confusion with many claims, most of 
diem false. 

It must be understood that the man¬ 
agement course should be done only from 
a good institute if a high salary is your 
criteria. If one does it from a tower-end 
institute, one may well be left without a 
job. Many MBAs from little known insti¬ 
tutes are happy if they get a job of around 
Rs 4-5,000 per month. To avoid frustration 
later on, work hard to achieve the best 
institutes. 

There is little doubt diat if a manage¬ 
ment course be your aim, one must pre* 
pare to clear the CAT. This is because foe 


number of institutes relying on CAT scores 
are increasing every year. Last year the 
following institutes (apart from the six 
AMs) were relying on CAT scores: MDI, 
IMI, Fore, IILM, ITM, Nirma, Amity, 
Kirloskar, MICA, XIM and TAPMI. Though 
the IIMs have no say in conduct of the 
course, the fact that it is through CAT grants 
it a certain respectability 

The implication of this is clear—one 
must make an honest attempt and clear 
the CAT. It is expected that tests like MAT 
and G-Indomat will lose in importance 
further The other tests that an aspirant can 
target are those conducted by FMS, 
NMIMS, XLRI, Universities and State-level 
tests conducted for all institutes within a 
particular State 

Analysis of CAT '98 

There are four sections in CAT: Quan¬ 
titative Ability, Data Interpretation, Read¬ 
ing Comprehension and English Usage. 
Earlier, one hour each was allowed for 
English and Quantitative sections, but last 
year there was a two-hour paper without 
any time limits. This is more difficult, sines 
the candidate must keep a watch on time 
and allocate it properly. There is a tendency 
among most candidates to keep doing one's 
favourite section This results in failure, 
since a minimum score is required per sec¬ 
tion in order to qualify 

The candidate must imderstand the 


nature of the test in order to score well 
There are 175-180 questions and foe timi 
limit is two hours. A score of lOO-i- shoulc 
be aimed for This means that foe attempt; 
should be around 140 or above, since foen 
is negative marking. Clearly, speed is thi 
key and one must be able to do most ques 
tions in less than one minute each. A loot 
at last year's paper reveals foe foUowing 

Quantitative Ability: There were 41 
questions consisting of 22 questions o 
arithmetic, 10 of misctHaneous topics anc 
13 of logic. The favourite topics of the ex 
aminers in arithmetic are Number Theor j 
(about 10 questions). Time and speed (< 
questions). General arithmetic (8 ques 
tions). Algebra and Geometry had 4 ques 
tions each and there were 2 questions or 
permutations and combination. Thi: 
should not, however, be taken as the pat 
tern for next year: one should prepare ev' 
ery topic well so as to meet any eventuality 
in mind that many questions hav( 
tong descriptions and one must be able tc 
read well and solve questions very fas 
indeed. 

Data Interpretation: This sectioh con 
tains graphs and charts followed by ques 
tions in whidi foe candidate has to cQC^h 
data, make some calculations and arrive a 
the answer. There are about 12 data suffi¬ 
ciency questions as well. There is usually 
one difficult set but others are easy if ont 
has practised well. 

Reading Comprehension: Many stu- 





Students preparing for CAT may like to read our Management Special Issue 
(December ’98) and the mock test published to it It contains a list of manage¬ 
ment institutes and takes a comprehensive look at management as a career. You 
can order the issue by sending Rs 20. * 

The book, ‘Master Guide for MBA Entrance* (Khanna Bothera Publishers) 
is also an invaluable aid in preparation for CAT and other management entrance 
tests. 

As a senrioe to readers, we have made arrangernents for answertog of (queries 
by management experte-ptoass send your qumrtions to 'Ask the MaMef . 
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dents found ttiis to be difficult. The pas¬ 
sages aie laag (average length woids) 

I followed by 7-12 questions each. Unless 
one does not read as a hobby, it is difficult 
to attempt the passages in the given time. 
The topics df the passages are varied and 
consisted of education, culture, language, 
capital markets and progress of inventions. 
(Going by these, one must make efforts to 
read a wide variety of books, ranging firan 
science, culture, ethics and so on.J 

English Usage; Some questions in this 
^tion are easy and can be done very fast. 
Others are long and require careful read¬ 
ing. The questions can be classified as 
D^uctive reasoning (10), Sentence ar¬ 
rangement (15), Short paragraphs (10), Fill 
in the blanks and grammar (15). Though 
analogies and vocabulary were not asked 
in 1998, students are advised to concen¬ 
trate on these areas too. 

What to expect in CAT '99 

The test is no doubt quite difficult, but 
can be done if one is prepared well. How¬ 
ever, it suffers from some shortcomings, the 
main one being that it is heavily biased 
towards engineers. It has also become very 
predictable and favom the bookworm. 
This is the reason that classes in most 
management institutes consist of 70% or 
more students from engmeering back¬ 
ground. Ihough they are strong in analyti¬ 
cal skills, engineers often are not articulate 
enough and often lack human skills. In the 
USA, this trend was noticed in foe eighties 
and business schools took a decision that 
students from humanities should also be 
given admission as they were often better 
equipped to deal with business problems. 

To overcome these limitatfons, an In- 
ter-IlM CAT group, called foe CAT Corp, 
has been form^ consisting of 10 profes¬ 
sors from different IIMs. An independent 
body representing the IIMs had been pro¬ 
posed which will change exam question 
patterns. Among the proposed changes in 
the CAT '99 are the introduction of per- 
smial essay's and extra curricular acdvffies. 
There may be a reduced wdghtage on the 
test itself but the focus will be on written 
expression df a candidate and hisspeallji^ 
skilb. Thcfifethanges might tesull in nKHe 
balance IIM.hal^ thfm at present,, 
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lAffiat it means for CAT-aspirants is 
that apart from the preparation for the 
written test, they must develop writing and 
expression skilis too. Some management 
tests, like those of the XLRI and MICA, 
already have this component and the in¬ 
clusion in CAT was expected for some time. 
A section on awareness could be added 
too. The candidate must have a demon¬ 
strated interest in something apart from 
academics, so students must make efforts 
to develop such an interest. The idea is to 
develop the complete personality and not 
just the ability to pa^ foe test. 

The changes in CAT w«e long overdue 
and may be in^lemented m fois year's test. 
Candidates are advised to keep tl^ in mind. 

How to prepare 

It is important to take a lonjf-lcrm per- 
spcchtv while preparing for the CAT. Many 
students make the mistake of mugging up 
shortcuts and speed techniques. These are 
unlikely to help. For example, if you do 
not have the habit of reading, attempting 
10 questions after readmg a 1300-word 
comprehension passage would be very 
difficult indeed. Speed in mathematics is 
also developed over a period of time. 

Adopt the followmg three-step prepa¬ 
ration: 

1. Do the basic concepts in Maths, 
English, Grammar and Data Interpretation 
thoroughly Use your class 10 books for this 
purpose. Learn tables and other important 
figures Gune-August). 

2. Develop speed by taking half-hour 
tests in the four sections. Time yourself so 
that speed increases (September-October). 

3i Do full-length tests. Learn to allo¬ 
cate time, restrict mistakes and develop your 
test-taking strategy (November-Deconber). 

CAT is held every year on the second 
Sunday of December Following the above 
schedule will make you well-prepared to 
appear in the test. 

A question that is commonly asked is 
whether one should join a coaching insti¬ 
tute and if so, which one. Acoaching insti¬ 
tute helps develqi discipline, but many 
successful students study on their own. It 
really depends rei the individual. Coach¬ 
ing iiudfuie^shoukl be chosen wiffi care, 
since many ntidke false clatms. In recent 
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times, a nundier of institutes have been ‘ 
started by those claiming to be IlM gradu* 
ates. A claim made by one such institute in 
Delhi is that 25% of all IIM graduates are 
from their institute. Such claims are obvi- 
ouriy false and mislead students. Other 
institutes hold MBA Entrance classes along 
with bank clerical, railways and defence 
exams. Such coaching is unlikely to help. 

In any case, claims of high success rates 
must be taken with a pinch of salt, since it 
is the student's effort thatultimately makes 
the difference. 

In order to make money, some insti¬ 
tutes have started two and three-year 
courses, claiming that they are also per¬ 
sonality development courses. It must be 
remembered that management tests are ba¬ 
sically tests and aptitude can hardly 

be developed over time Only your speed 
can be increased. But if you do not have 
the basic aptitude, no amount of coaching 
will help. The best option would be to look 
for an institute wliich specialises in man¬ 
agement tests and is not very commereial. 

A Word of Caution 

Many students get influenred by sto¬ 
nes of high salaries and magazine articles 
and opt for a career in management. Pa^ 
ents push their children into management 
courses too. It is important to remember 
that management jobs are high-pressure 
jobs. Some very well qualified people have 
been downsized, or lost their jote if they 
were unable to meet targets. This can be 
very traumatic. Even if one survives, it is 
like living in a pressure coolrer Bum-outs, 
or early diseases are common. 

Moreover; as mentioned above, man¬ 
agement tests are essentially aptitude tests. 

A student may want to clear the CAT be¬ 
cause of fhe hi^ salaries but if one is weak 
in English or has little interest in figure- 
work, one may be unable to pass the test 
despite preparing hard and paying size¬ 
able fees to coaching institutes. Quite » few 
students are able to get calls fatkm tiie insti¬ 
tutes but are unable to emwert therh Into 
admission offers. Itis irrqiortant therefore, 
to assess oneself first bkbre deciding on 
the MBA eourse. Do iu>t junqi into the 
completion blindly, to avoid frustration 
later on. 


ADMISSION ALERT 

The Competition Master’s Guide to Opportunities 


This feature alerts our readers about forthcoming examinations 
and opportunities. Institutes should send us information well in ad¬ 
vance to be In^uded here. Readers are advised to assess their own 
suitability and that of the institute before applying-4his feature Is not 
a recommendahon of any course or institute. 

Banking 

Probationary Officers (Andhra Bank)—Eligibility; Degree from 
a recognised university, age 21-30 years. Written test: August 29, 
1999. Last date: June 24,1999. Apply on the prescribed format to: 
Secretary Banking Senrice Recruitment Board, 9th floor DTI Bldg, 
Basheerbagh, Hyderabad - 500 029 with a OD for Rs 115. For details 
see advt published on May 29,1999 

Computers 

MCA—Eligibility; Graduate In any discipline with 50% marks and 
maths in class 12. Last date: June 25,1999. Written test: July 16, 
1999 at Nagpur. Apply to; Nagpur University, MJP Educational Cam¬ 
pus, Amravati Road, Nagpur • 440 010 with a DO for Rs 250 drawn 
in favour of Registrar, Nagpur University. 

Correspondence Courses 

Undergraduate Courses (BA/B.Sc); PG Courses {MA/M.Se/ 
M.Coin/MBA); PG Oiplofflas in a wide variety of subjects—Last 
date: July 9,1999 for MBA and August 18,1999 for all other courses. 
Apply to: Director, Directorate of Distance Education, Annamalai 
University, Annamalainagar - 608 002 with a OD for Rs 250 for MBA 
and Rs 50 for all other courses and a s.a.s.e. 27x21 cm. For eligibility 
and other details see advt published on May 22,1999. 

Defence 

Indian Coast Guard, Naviks (General Duty)—Eligibility; Class 
10 with minimum 55% marks, age 17-22 years, conformity to physical 
standards. Last date' July 15,1999. Apply on the prescribed format to: 

a) Western Zone: Commander Coast Guard Region (West), Re¬ 
cruitment Cell, Prabhadevi PO Worii, Mumbai - 400 025. 

b) Eastern Zone: Commander Coast Guard (East), Fort ^ 
George, Chennai - 600 009. 

c) North Zone; Commander Coast Guard District HQ No 8, An¬ 
chorage Camp, Haldia Dock Complex • 721 605. 

d) A&N Zone: Commander Coast Guard (A&N), C/o Navy Office, 
Port Blair - 744 102. 

e) Northern Zone: Director Training Recruitment Cell, Coast 
Guard HQ, National Stadium Complex, New Delhi -110 001. 

For details see advt published on May 29,1999. 

Engineering 

1. Diplomas in Instrument Technology; Die & Mould making, 
Industrial Automation (only for boys)—Eligibility; Midrlc/SSC/SSLC 
with minimum 55% marks and date of birth betwem September 1,1980 
and Match 1,1984. Last date: June 30,1999. App^ to: Principal, Indo- 
Svi48S Training Centre, Sector 30, Chandigarh • 160 020 wltl^ a OD for 


Rs 400 in favour of Central Scientific Instruments Organisalion. 

2. Advanced Diploma in Tool & Die Making (4 year8)/Certlficate 
Course in Machining (Tool Room, 2 years)—Eligibility: Class 10 with 
saence and fnaths with 60% marks in aggregate, age between 15- 
19 years. Written test: July 25-26, 1999. Last date: July 6, 1999. 
Apply to; Administrative Officer, Indo-GermanTool Room, P-31 MIOC 
Industrial Area, Chikkalthana, Aurangabad - 431 210 with a DO for 
Rs 200. 

3. BE (4 years), B. Arch (5 years), B. Pharma (4 years)— 
Eligibility; Class 12 with minimum 50% marks in PCM/PCB (for 
Pharma). Last date* June 30,1999. Apply to: Director of Admissions, 
Or TMA Pai Foundation, Manipal - 576 119 with a OD tor Rs 300 
payable at Manipal or Udupi. 

Fashion Design/Fashion Photography 

Fashion Design, Fashion Photography, Interior Design, 
Jewellery Design—Apply to; JD School of Fashion Ibchnology, Lai 
Havefi, Hauz Khas Village, New Delhi -110 016 

Merchant Navy 

B.Sc Nautical Science (3 years)—Eligibility: Class 12 with 70% 
marks in each PCM and 50% in English, age below 20 years, medi¬ 
cally fit and eyesight 6/6. Apply to; Vel’s College of Maritime Stud¬ 
ies, PV Vaithiyalingam Road, Pallavaram, Chennai - 600 117 with a 
DD for Rs 120. 

Navy 

1. Naval College of Engineering, Lonavla (Pune)—Eligibil¬ 
ity: Class 12 with minimum 70% aggregate marks in Physics, 
Chemistry and Maths and 50% in English. Selection through SSB 
interview to be held in July-August, 1999. Last date: July 5,1999. 
Apply in the prescribed format to; Post Bag No. 04, DHQ Post 
Office, New Delhi -110 011. For details see advt published on May 
13. 1999. 

2. Indian Navy; Short Service Commission for men and women 

(Education Branch)—Eligibility: First class Master's degree in 
Maths, Physics or Chemistry and date of birth between 2.1.75 and 
1.1.79 and conformity to physical standards. Last date; July 7, 
1999. Apply on the prescribed format to; C/o PoM Bag No. 4, DHQ 
Post Office, New Delhi • 110 011. For details see advt published 
on May 27,1999. , 

Scholarships 

PG Research Trainseahi|w for Ph.D In Indian Universitlee- 
EHgibHlty; M.Sc on Organic Chemistry Biochemlstry^Glophystes, Bio¬ 
technology, Zoology, Microbiology, Genetics, Molecular Biology, Life 
Sciences with minimum 60% marks. Age below 28 yeirs. Twt; CSIS- 
UQC-NET orResearchAptitudelbM(onJuly2S, 1999) and interview. 
Stipend; Rs 4,000 per monbr. List date; Jtiy 8,1999. Apply on the 
presolbed format to; Oirscrtor, CeidtalOn^ Research Insflh^ Chatter 
Manzil Palace, Lucknow • 226 OOl. For dNMIs seeidVt pubUshsd on 
May 22,1999. 
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General Studies Scene 


Q. 1. What is the importance of Research and Develop* 
ment (R k D) in industrial sector, particularly after the 
advent of WTO regime? What have been achievements in 
India so far in this field? Also discuss international link* 
ages in R & D. 

Ans. Research and Development (R & D) is one area which 
is grossly neglected in India, particularly by the industrial sector. 
Although various government-supported institutions are doing 
some R & D, but due to lack of proper imkages, such institutions 
like CSIK have not been very successful in converting their R & D 
effort into commercially viable production facilities. With the pro¬ 
mulgation of the Patents (Amendment) Ordinance, followed by 
the introduction of die Bill, the industrial sector in Lridia has sud¬ 
denly awakened to the need for having sound R & D facilities. 
Now, almost every new product is likely to have patents and the 
mdustries obtaining such patoits for new products would not 
only stand out among other similar industrial units, but would 
also earn royalty in the country as well as abroad, for use/produc¬ 
tion of that particular product. Except for public health and nutri¬ 
tion, for which the member countries have been allowed to adopt 
certain safeguards, alongwith certain areas in social sectors, al¬ 
most all other products would be covered by the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) regime. 

Since independence, the government has made adequate 
efforts to promote the industrial research and to build a strong 
technological base in the country. Various institutions for indus¬ 
trial research have been promoted, but the trade and industry 
have mainly remained dependent on the technological advance¬ 
ments taking place in other parts of the world, rather than pro¬ 
moting in-house research. Substantial inv^tments in the industrial 
sector were few and far between. For industries, the absorption 
and application of science and technology is inevitable. Hence, 
industrial enterprises have to be encouraged to support rapid 
absorption of tedmologies and their adaptation to suit varying 
needs of Indian environment. This would also lead to introduc¬ 
tion of new and modified products in die market, diat can secure 
their place in the world market. Our national S & T institutions, 
therefore, have to play an increasing role in tills respect. 

The government agaicies of R & D have not only provided 
institutional siqiport to tiie industrial sectoi; but have also pro¬ 
vided infrastnichu'ai base. Supporting and strengthening the pi¬ 
lot plant investigations anti activities in the industry has b«n one 
of tile major tiirust areas..With tiie signing of Wfo accord, the 


ment levels for tiiis important but neglected field. 

Intematioiuil linkages in S & T, in general, and R & D, in 
particular, are very essential. These are means to assist in in^tte- 
mentation of national programmes as well as to open collabora¬ 
tive and mutual interaction, particularly in tiiose sectors in whkh 
knowledge is notavailabie within the country. Theoverallscheme 
of international cooperation on R & D should be such as to avoid 
impingement upon considerations of security and soisitivity of 
the country, as well as enhancement of the goal of self-reliance. 
India has an arrangement for international cooperation in S & T 
with over 40 countries and most of the agreements are btialval, 
in the form of MOUs. There are certain programmes witii SAARC 
countries, others with European Union and several others witii 
various other countries. There are various S & T linkages with 
international organisations like UNDP, UNESCO, UNIDO and 
WHO. National prbrities, however, are the key-words for estab¬ 
lishing such linkages. Thiiy meaningful collaborations in this field 
are required to be identified clearly, so that technology in the 
country gets upgraded, as also, the national interests remain safe¬ 
guard^. 

Q. 2. Trace the history of Preventive Detention in India. 
Also discuss the provisions regarding Preventive Detention 
in the Constitution of India. \ 

Ans. Preventive detention means detaining or imprisoninga 
person without trial for any reasons connected with maintenance 
of public order, maintenance of supply of essential services and 
reasons connected witii defence, foreign affairs or tiie security of 
India. The idea of preventive detention was not introduced by the 
framers of our Constitution. It was in existence since the early 
days of British India. Bengal Regulation Act of 1818 empowered 
the government to detain a person on suspicion. Similar provi¬ 
sions existed in Madras and Bombay Presidencies. After the Crown 
took over the Indian administration, Defence of India Act pro¬ 
vided that the government could detain a person, if it was satis¬ 
fied that detention of such a person was necessary to prevent him 
from acting in any manner piqudicial to the deforce and safety of 
the country. The Constitution-makers adopted the same provi¬ 
sions, with cert^ safeguards, mainly after omsidering tint tiie 
circumstances under which resort could be taken to such a provi¬ 
sion, still existed to tiie country. With a view to aa^qguzti the 
totont Republic from the subvertive elemaits which exlstedUt the 
time of independence, such a power wa^ conferred on tiie State. 
But certain constitutional satoguards were provided. The writ 
jurisdiction of habeas corpus makes available to forwdy of going 
to the Srqpreme Court, to tiie individuals whofed aggriev^ by 


response from the indusfi^ however^ htjaiixqiroved significantiy 
and it is expected that in tiie years to corile, industrial enterprises 
would be keener on tite R & D activittos, by adopting better mea¬ 
sures, on tfie one harui, andm tiie otiM^ by increasing the tovest- 


such a detention. 
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In addition, the Constitutional provisions of preventive de¬ 
tention are not self-executory but require relevant laws to be made 
by the legislature. Tlie Preventive Detention Act, 1950 was thus 
passed keeping in view the Constitutional safeguards. The said 
Act had limited life and expired in 1969. In 1971, Maintenance of 
Internal Security Act (MISA) was passed, liaving similar provi¬ 
sions to those of the Preventive Detention Act of 1950 An eco¬ 
nomic adjunct of MISA, Conservation of Foreign Exchange and 
Prevention of Smuggling Activities Act, 1974 (COFEPOSA) fol¬ 
lowed a few years later. Though MISA was repealed in 1978, 
COFEPOSA still remains. Enactments like National Security Act, 
1980 and Prevention of Black Marketeering and Maintenance of 
Supplies of Essential Commodities Act, 1980 has further given j 
powers of preventive detention to the State. In addition, various 
State governments have also enacted State laws authorising pre- ; 
ventive detention as per the Constitutional provisions, for the 
purposes of security of the State, maintenance of law and order 
and maintenance of supplies of essential commodities. 

Despite the safeguards against arbitrary arrest provided in 
Article 21 of the Constitution, Article 22 gives authority to the 
Union governments as well as the States to enact laws regarding 
preventive detention for the reasons connected with Defence, For¬ 
eign Affairs or the security of India. With a view to introduce 
certain safeguards, the framers of the Constitution thought it 
necessary to incorporate this provision in the chapter on funda¬ 
mental rights. As per the Constitutional provisions, when a per¬ 
son is detained urder any law of preventive detention, he can be 
kept in custody for three months only, beyond which period an 
Advisory Board has to examine the case and recommend whether 
or not detention beyond this period was justified. The person so 
detained has the ri^t to know about the grounds of such deten¬ 
tion and such a person should have the earliest opportunity of 
making a representation against the order of detention. Any law 
framed by the Union government or any State government, which 
violates any of the alxive mentioned Constitutional requirements 
is liable to be declared null and void. Preventive detention is, 
thus, resorted to with a view to prevent a person from doing an 
unlawful act, particularly when diere are no grounds to prove the 
case against him in a trial. Such a detentiem in peace times is 
unheard of in most of the developed countries like the USA and 
the UK. 

Q. 3. Examine critically the role played by Sir Sayyed 
Ahmad Khan and Mohammad Iqbal towards upHftment of { 
Muslims and arousing of nationalist movement in India dur¬ 
ing 19th and early 20th century 

Ans. At the time when various reform movements were 
sweeping Hinduism, second half of the nineteenth century wit¬ 
ness^ religious and social reforms amongst the Muslims also, 
spearheaded by Sir Sayyed Ahmad Khan. Traditionally, the Mus¬ 
lim population avoid^ contact with western ideas and educa¬ 
tion, but after the 1857 revolt, Muhammedan Literary Society, set 
up in 1863, promoted interaction among the educated Muslims 
about religious, social and political issues. Sir Sayyed was greatly 
inquessed by the modem scientific thought and took effective 


steps to introduce these thoughts into islamic way of life. He 
interpreted ail the teachings of Islam in a scientific mode, bringing 
out their scientific explana tion. His ideas were such as to consider 
the holy Quran as supreme, so that they did not cause any reli¬ 
gious misgivings in the minds of people. 

Sir Sayyed Ahmad was a great ad voca te of freedom of tliougbt. 
He Hrmly believed that it was only the western thought that could 
uplift the socially and educationally backward Muslims In the 
country. To ensure that modem thoughts reached majority of 
Muslims, he translated many modern western works into Urdu 
language. In 1857, he founded Anglo-Oriental college, which 
gradually grew into Aligarh Muslim University. But at the same 
time, he was a great believer in Hindu-Muslim unity and preached 
religious tolerance. He believed that Hinduism and Islam had got 
so much ficsed into each other that both the communities repre¬ 
sented India as a nation. The doors of the Anglo-Oriental college 
were open to all religious communities. The thoughts of Sir Sayyed 
were ahead of times and many fundamentalist Muslims opposed 
him. 

But Sir Sayyed Ahmad Khan's contribution to the rising of 
the feeling of nationalism was immense. He believed and preached 
that India was one great country with several communities living 
in it. While some of his followers deviated from his teachings later 
and started criticising other religions, the rich contribution of Sir 
Sayyed Ahmad Khan in social upliftment of Muslims, introduc¬ 
tion of modern education among them, his great support to the 
cause of Hindu-Muslim unity and propagation of one-nation 
theory would always be remembered in the Indian history. 

Yet another great Muslim reformer, who immensely influ¬ 
enced Muslims with liis poetry, was Muhammad Iqbal. His philo¬ 
sophical and religious outlook transformed the minds of the 
yoimger generation among the Muslims and Hindus. He believed 
in dynamic outlook and believed that the change taking place all 
round should always be kept in mind by every educated Indian. 
He condemned quiet contentment and passive acceptance in life. 
In his early works, he preached patriotism, arousing the feeling of 
nationalism among the Muslims. During the later parts of career 
he, however, got deviated towards Muslim separatism. 

Sir Sayyed and Iqbal were two great Muslims who were re¬ 
sponsible for moulding orthodox Muslim population to participate 
in the national movement. Not only did they consider all Indians 
as "Hindustanis", but also undertook Ihe extremely difSculf task of 
converting the outlook of the convoitional Muslim population into 
forward-looking and modem group of people. Thou^ there were 
not many religious and social reformers among the Muslims, yet 
the task left unfinished by diese two great reformers was furthe^ 
by Mauiana Abul Kalam Azad. But, by that time, after the forma¬ 
tion of Muslim League and emergence of MuhammiS Ait Jinnah, 
Muslim populaticm in India was already divided over the issue of 
having a separate State for the Muslims; However, more than any¬ 
thing else, it was the policy of divide and rule adopted by flte Biiti^ 
government during the beginning of 20th century dtat was largely 
responsible for this divide. These two i^rmers tried utmost 
to keep Hindus and Muslims togethei^by preachinglfindp-Muslim 
unity and titecay of one-natiOn. 
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Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Q. In view of the shortcomings in 
the industrial financial system, suggest 
some measures to improve the situation. 

Ans. There has been talk about seri¬ 
ous shortcomings in die Indian fmancial 
system in so far as provision of finance to 
industry is concerned There could be sev - 
eral measures to improve the situation 
Some of them are 

( 1 ) Promoting domestic finance In 
unprovmg our financial system for mdus- 
tries, we should make efforts to expand 
and strengthen the domesbc sources of fi¬ 
nance so as to lessen our dependence on 
foreign aid Large external debts, mvoh- 
mg huge repayment obligations become 
serious hmiting factors Funds acquired 
from foreign markets become a costly af¬ 
fair because of their unreliable character 

({{} Expanding market finance. 
Along with budding domestic tmame, an 
important thmg is to encourage the sitting 
up of market-related mstitutions and ex¬ 
tension of market-based fmance There are 
a few reasons for this First of all, the 
sources of industrial fmance, market-re¬ 
lated financial mstitutions are, at present, 
the least developed (this is especially so m 
respect of ffie capital market, a source of 
long-term (equity and debt) capital) Sec¬ 
ond, the development of fmancial instru¬ 
ments, which market fmance entails, can 
promote the financial deepenmg of the 
system, which m turn is helpful m raismg 
the efihdency or productivity of mvestment 
Third, the market finance can be a good 
signalling device for guiding the use of 
mvestment, m fixmg an appropriate mter- 
est structure and m locating pomts of sur¬ 
plus and deficits. Fourth, ffus attracts much 
of hous^old savings, in particular rural 
savmgs, which remam untapped either 
because of want of ofoer avenues of nw' 
u(g/mvestment or because of the mabuty 
of tlte tax system to draw fiiem out 

(ut) Otvanifying sources of finance: 
Sources of industriH finance should be 


diversified This can help menlargmg the 
availabihty of finances by attractmg sav¬ 
mgs from people with dffferent mcomes, 
differmg temperaments and differmg ob¬ 
jectives m respect of savmgs This requires 
setting up of new institutionii and expan¬ 
sion of the existing ones One group of such 
mstitutions is in the nature of banks, m- 
cludmg cooperative banks and regional 
rural banks Their number and co\erage 
should be increased The second kmd of 
source for industrial fmance is from fman 
cial non bank institutions These need to 
be expanded The third source—securities 
market—exists but needs to be much de¬ 
veloped 

{tv) Improving banking institutions. 
Apart from setting up a variety of mstitu- 
tions, there is the need of unprovmg upon 
their workmg to upgrade the quantity and 
quality of mdustnal finance For example, 
the bankmg mstitutions can be made more 
competitive This can be attamed even by 
retalrung the government ownership on the 
majority of these mstitutions There is also 
the need to improve upon the management 
of banks For this, there is the need to up¬ 
grade the quality of the personnel by m- 
crease m the sldls of the management, 
creation of more faalities for trammg/re- 
trainmg of the staff, mstitubon of appro¬ 
priate mcentives to motivate the staff 

(v) Setting up and reforming non¬ 
banking financial institutions: These 
could be leasing compames or venture 
companies There is alw the need for ex¬ 
panding the securities market, m particu¬ 
lar the capital markets Besides expandmg 
the numto and unprovmg the workmg of 
the new mstitutions, there is also the need 
for steppmg up the work efficiency of the 
existing non-bank financial mstitutions. 

(til) Improving finances for small in- 
duetrtea: Improvements m mdustnal fi¬ 
nance, as oudined here, would also help 
small industries There is stiU the need to 
make special efforts to ensure adequate 
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supply of fmance to them This means that 
special mstitutions like the cooperatives of 
producers as also regional rural banks ex¬ 
pand then activities exclusively for these 
small borrowers Commercial banks also 
need to change their loan arrangements m 
respect of secunty, repayments etc to suit 
the peculiar needis of these customers 

(till) Encouraging foreign capital: 
The measures so far mentioned bear upon 
domestic sources of fmance These, how- 
evei; may not suffice Therefore, th«e is 
also the need to oigamze foreign capital m 
a judicious manner 

Such steps would defmitely go to¬ 
wards heipmg the situation m mdustnal 
finance and ease the problem faced by in¬ 
dustry 

Q. What are some of the serious 
shortcomings m the formation of hu¬ 
man capital in our country? List some 
ways to improve the situation. 

Ans Although some progress has 
been made over the years m the formation 
of human capital, and several weakneraes 
mar the education-health sCenano of the 
country These are 

( 1 ) Grossly inadequate; Despite large 
quantitative expansion, facilities m India 
are still very short of needs Thereaiemany 
children m the age group 6-14 who do not 
attend school In primary education, 14 per 
cent of children m ffus age g^up are out¬ 
side the educational mainstream The situ¬ 
ation IS worse m the secondary education. 
As many as 40 per cent of children do not 
enrol themselves Education of females is 
far less than that of males. 

The position is no better in health fs- 
cihties The number of {diyskians as also 
nursing persons is very smalL For exan^le, 
m 1990 the peculation per fdtysician was 
as much as 2440. As a^dnst fids, m'the 
advanced countries the population per 
physidan is 420 in tite USA and 610 in 
Japan. Then is diortage of hospitel beds. 
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Moreovec i^cilities for public hygiote such 
as drinking water, drainage and sanitary 
arrangements are inadequate. 

00 Irrelevant and poor in quality: 
Much of the inputs of education and health 
are less than what is necessary and appro¬ 
priate for building a right type of human 
capital. Quite a number of them are irrel¬ 
evant to the Indian situation, besides be¬ 
ing poor in quality. The educational system, 
for example, is far removed from the im¬ 
mediate surroundings and the course con¬ 
tents don't go wdU with the diverse local 
cultural and social environment. There is 
too much emphasis on general education, 
almost to the point of neglecting technical 
education. There is very Uttie in the system 
that can promote scientific attitudes and 
social harmony which are necessary for the 
smooth working and growth of the 
economy. Even in health quite a significant 
proportion of resources earmark^ for the 
modem medical system, is in use for the 
ailments which prevail in the western af¬ 
fluent societies. There is very little done to 
overcome the diseases of the poor Indians, 
namely tuberculosis, gastrointestinal dis¬ 
eases, hepatitis and hookworm. 

(til) Weak science and technology- 
In respect of education, foe performance is 
particularly unsatisfactory in foe field of 
science and developnwnt of modem tech¬ 
nology. The expenditure cm Research and 
Development (R & D) is dismally low. In¬ 
dia allocates less than 1 per cent of GDP to 
foe research and development area. As 
against this, Japan spends a little over 3 
per cent and tlw USA a little under 3 per 
cent. 

(iti) Sevcnl imbalances: The educa¬ 
tion health system of foe country suffers 
from several imbalaiKes.Agreater propor¬ 
tion of resources foan justified go to higher 
education meant for foe few rather than to 
die education of foe children at the pri¬ 
mary and secondary and of foe common 
people and foe illiterates. General produc¬ 
tivity of the economy has remained low 
^because of titese reasons. Further^ the sys¬ 
tem is biased against foe development of 
rural human resources. Despite tiie fact tiiat 
a vast majority lives in villages, and most 
of them are filiterate and unskilled, the 
•mount of resources devoted to foeir up- 
«ft is for from adequate. 
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(v) Serious inefficiencies: The hu¬ 
man capital scenario is marked by serious 
inefficiencies. In respect of educated un¬ 
employed, for example, there is a lot of 
wastage of society's resources. Uieir capa¬ 
bilities are either not made use of (in case 
of open unemployment) or are 
underutilized (in cases of underemploy¬ 
ment). Both in terms of the wrong type of 
education and slow growth of employ¬ 
ment, the country loses. Also, there is foe 
loss of the highly educated personnel when 
it moves out of the country to work else¬ 
where-described as "brain drain" 

(tn) Insufficient resources: The re¬ 
sources devoted to the formation of hu¬ 
man capital have been much less than 
required for meeting the educational and 
health needs of the country. Facilities for 
the formation of human capital have re¬ 
mained very much inadequate. It also ex¬ 
plains the imbalances and inefficiencies of 
foe system, because when resources are 
scarce, more powerful lobbies of socially 
affluent classes and urban areas, take away 
more than desirable for them. 

Policy towards Human Capital 

&veral steps can be taken to improve 
foe policy towards human capital along foe 
necessary lines. 

■ Right perception: One of foe main 
requisites of sound policy towards human 
capital formation is that expenditure on 
education and health as investments. No 
doubt education is also sought as a con¬ 
sumption good. But it has a dual function 
because it also promotes production. The 
policy on this front has, however, been 
ambiguous To give human capital forma¬ 
tion its due position in foe profile of capi¬ 
tal formation, if should be treated on an 
equal footing with physical capital forma¬ 
tion. 

■ Increasing resources: There should 
be an all-round increase in investment of 
this type. As among many items of educa¬ 
tion and health, there is the need for larger 
proportion of foe resources to be devoted 
on certain items. These items should be 
selected on merit e.g boost to primary 
education, adult literacy particularly of foe 
female can prove to be very fruitful in the 
fuller utilization of existing resources, pro¬ 
motion of fa^y planning etc. 

This kind of a pattern of resource use 
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will prepare foe largest possible base for « 
further rapid increases in human capital in i 
thefiiture. 

■ Efficient use: Increase in and a 
proper allocation of resources to different 
items of human capital formation can bring 
about many beneficial results. Ther| are 
two aspects to be considered. First, this 
concerns foe promotion of relevant educa¬ 
tion and health facilities. Second aspect of 
the efficient use of resource is that the 
human capital formation be dovetailed into 
overall planning. 

■ Proper manpower planning: 
There is also the need for proper manpower 
planning. This can ensure a proper balance 
between foe demand for and supply of 
human resources of various categories. This 
is of particular significance for the highly 
skills personnel, which involves use of 
large material resources and long time for 
education and training. 

Q. A look at India's abundant natu¬ 
ral resources, a major part of which lie 
untapped, would convince anyone that 
the country's poor actually live in a rich 
country. How can these resources be 
better utilized so that there can be a flow 
of prosperity spread over time? 

Ans. For foe development of natural 
resources, the first essential thing to do is 
to look at them in the national perspective 
i.e. all these resources are to be dealt with 
together and in the context of social needs. 
This calls for an effort to make certain nec¬ 
essary elements part of the policy for natu- ^ 

ral resources. These are: 

(0 Government responsibility: It is 
important to accept that this subject has to 
be government responsibility. It is only tliis 
agency which can keep the social objective 
constantly in view. Uaving this issue to 
private agencies doesn't help 'to achieve 
the social purpose. It is difficult for private 
enterprise or market to give appropriate 
weight to the envirorunentaljpxterr^ties 
in thedevelopment of foese resources. The 
government, as against foe private sector^ 
can look to social benefits as also to the 
social costs. Its vision extends on foe en¬ 
tirety of foe natural resources, and much 
bey^ the preseit generation. 

(it) Natiodtf Planning: The govern¬ 
ment foould have plans for the use/con- 
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servation/augmentation of the country's 
resources. These plans are inconceivable at 
the level of private people. Only tiie State 
can ensure progranuning for a proper de¬ 
velopment erf the resources. Such a plan 
should not only assess the resources, esti¬ 
mate the demands for various uses, but 
also provide for the ways and means for 
the implementation of the plan. This ne¬ 
cessitates dre provision of a host of spe¬ 
cialists like scientists, technologists, 
economists, administrators etc. At the or¬ 
ganizational level an agency like a com¬ 
mission for natural resources will be 
appropriate for the purpose. 

(ift) Information: Although there are 
many resources there is not enough infor¬ 
mation about them. As an example, con¬ 
sider the fact that we don't even have full 
irrformation about the utilization of land 
in the country. Knowledge about the total 
availability of water is scanty, inadequate 
information hinders planning hence etforts 
must be made to have a sufficient and re¬ 
liable data of facts. 

{iv) Efficient use of resources: The 
resources so far developed are not being 
efBciently used. There is wastage of re¬ 
sources too. Also, nobody seems to make 
an effort to look at alternate ways of using 
the same resources. In order to mcrease the 
efficiency of resource usage, certain steps 
must be taken. One, research and develop¬ 
ment efforts should be substantially 
stepped up for less resource intensive 
go^ and services for consumption/use. 
This would enable us to gpt more out of 
the given resources. Two, exploration 
should extend to the discovery of new re¬ 
sources. This can be achieved out of our 
research and development efforts. Three, 
there is an urgent ne^ to make an efficient 
use of ffie resources. This necessitates sev¬ 
eral inter-related steps: better technology 
or appropriate technology m place of the 
present old and in some cases out-of-date, 
techniques, particularly in mining and 
other non-renewable resources; use of 
byproducts, particularly for exhaistible re¬ 
sources; multipurpose use (rfresources such 
as mul^urpose irrigatioii projects which, 
atong with water for land, also produce 
electric^ Four, tiwire is the need to take 
such conservation measures dut sustain 
output over a longer period lATithout the 


necessary conservation progrartune, one 
cannot ensure large agricultural produc¬ 
tion. In its absence, the cjuality of land will 
deteriorate, resulting in no or little output 
in future. Hence investments in conserva¬ 
tion and maintenance of these resources in 
a healthy state is amply justified in terms 
of the output that can be sustained for long 
times to come, in fact permanently. 

(r) Providing against Pollution: One 
of the most unportant immediate tasks is 
to prevent natural resources from being 
depleted and degraded because of pollu¬ 
tion, as is happening at present The dam¬ 
age being inflicted on the natural 
environment is so large and extensive that 
unless it is stopped, it will become ex¬ 
tremely difficult to sustain development. 

The policy in this regard should be 
such that prevents this destruction and at 
the same time maintains and enhances 
natural resources. Since die pollution prob¬ 
lem is Itself manifold, the measures also 
have to be of various types Measures could 
mclude fiscal disincentives (like taxes) to 
those who use polluting methods of pro¬ 
duction; fiscal incentives (like susbsidies) 
to those who use eco-friendly ways of 
doing things; assignment of property rights 
so that owners can present damage or claim 
compensation from the poUutere; use of 
regulatory measure (like location of in¬ 
dustries, setting standards of pollution etc) 
promotion of research and development of 
clean technologies etc. 

Measures tor resource management 
should also be taken at a global level as all 
the countries, more so the developed coun¬ 
tries, are responsible for polluting the en¬ 
vironment. 

Q. 'Economic Development in our 
country has led to environmental deg¬ 
radation/ Do you agree? Is there a solu¬ 
tion to .the problem? 

Ans. In the post Independence period, 
India launched a series of economic plans 
for rapid expansion in agriculture, indus¬ 
try, transport and other infrastructure, widt 
a view to increase production and employ¬ 
ment, to reduce poverty and inequality of 
iiKomes and wealth and to establish a so¬ 
cialist society based on equality and jus¬ 
tice. A new agricultural policy was 
fcdlowed to bring additional land under 


cultivation. New industries were also set 
Up- 

All this has indeed led to a consido- 
able amount of environmental degradatioa 
Consider the following: 

(a) Land degradation and soil ero¬ 
sion: Soil erosion and land degradation 
have assumed serious proportions in In¬ 
dia. Around 53 per cent of the total land 
area in India is suffering from serious deg- 
radation. Besides, the annual soil loss ffim 
erosion is tremendous and the conse¬ 
quences are disastrous. This has occurred 
because of indiscriminate felling of trees 
and conversion of forests into ^tivated 
land, imcontroUed grazing by cattle and 
wrong mediods of cultivation. All this re¬ 
sults in heavy siltation of the dams and 
reservoirs of tanks, stream and river beds 
reduce their capacity to hold water and 
dius result in increasingly disastrous floods. 

(h) Problem of overgrazing and eco¬ 
logical degradation: There has been sheer 
misuse of grazing lands in the country. 
Pressure of the growing population has led 
to increasing the area under foodgrains and 
crops. As a result, the common lands and 
common resources of the villages which 
generally belonged to the Panchayats have 
been encroached upon by the richfarmers. 
This has led to a decline in the size of the 
precious grazing lands. Large areas have 
been forcibly converted to cropping areas 
even though they might not have been 
suitable for farming. Haphazard grazing 
has negative effects and even leads to 
desertiike conditions. 

(c) Deforestation and land degrada¬ 
tion: The country's forests have b^ vi¬ 
ciously qttacked and destroyed over die 
past 52 years The process of deforestation 
continues even now at the rate of U to 1J 
million hectares every year. The depletion 
in the Himalayan ranges horn Kammir to 
Assam (which represents 25 per cent of 
India's forest resources) has be» so much 
that this mighty mountain chain is eiqpected 
to become barren by the year 2(00. The 
deforestation has been Ute^y driving die 
country towards an ecological collapse. 
Consequences of deforestation include in- 
cieasing floods, soil eroskm, heavy siltation 
of dams constructed at oiormous costs, 
changes in the micro climate. Floods be¬ 
come too frequent and dieir intensity and 
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heavy damage to life and property are in¬ 
creasing over the years. Even though no¬ 
mads, graziers, tribals and shifting 
cultivators have been blamed for this kind 
of a situation, the fact is that the maximum 
blame for deforestation tests squarely on 
the State governments and the manage¬ 
ment policies of forest departments. State 
governments have often permitted felling 
of trees in their desire to collect revenue 
from forests. Sometimes, forest-based in¬ 
dustries ate also given permission to be set 
up and raw materials are supplied to them 
at subsidised rates. 

(d) Faulty utilisation of water re¬ 
sources also leads to adverse environ¬ 
mental effects: Because of deforestation 
and denudation, a large part of the mon¬ 
soon water disappears into the sea as sur¬ 
face run-off. Besides, there is also the 
adverse environmeirtal effect of building 
too many big dams, the evils of water log¬ 
ging, and a change in the salinity of the 
soil. What is important is that along with 
the construction of canals for irrigation or 
hydropower; problems of human suffering 
involved in displacement and rehabilita¬ 
tion should also be considered. 

(e) Mining also causes environmen¬ 
tal problems: Although the government 
has gone in for extensive mining after in¬ 
dependence, sufficient attention has not 
bem given to the environmental problems. 
Mining activity has been ruining land, 
water, forest and air. Large mining enter¬ 
prises involve conversion of agricultural 
land into townships, roads, railways, stock- 
yards and so on. Surface mirung also in¬ 
volves the removal of vegetation and top 
soil. The disposal of mining wastes requires 
additional land. Milting activity can ad¬ 
versely affect water resources in a particu¬ 
lar area. 

(/) Industrialisation and Atmo¬ 
spheric Pollution: India's uncontrolled 
industries and badly maintained automo¬ 
biles—though relatively small in number- 
rival widt those in the west in their pollu¬ 
tion generation capacity. They add, large 
amounts of pollutants to the atmosphere, 
triggering off a host of environmental ptob- 
lems. 

Undoubtedly,,there is now a need to 
4pmge die development strategy. Indeed, 

can be a solution to the problem. A 


number of voluntary organisations have 
been raising voice against the harmful ef¬ 
fects of development. If we can suitably 
adapt development policies according to 
the suitability to environment, we can in¬ 
deed still exercise damage control and pre¬ 
vent further loss to the environment. 

Q. 'While Foreign Aid is said to be 
of help towards economic development, 
it also brings with it certain problems 
that are difficult to handle.' Discuss. 

Ans. Foreign Aid, in principle, is 
meant to do three things—(a) to supple¬ 
ment domestic savings (b) make available 
additional supplies of foreign exchange and 
(c) facilitate transfer of technology. The 
extent to which foreign aid can contribute 
to the development of the productive ca¬ 
pacity of the country depends on the judi¬ 
cious use of foreign aid, the effort and the 
total disposable resources of the recipient 
country. Besides, foreign aid creates growth 
potential for beyond the point where it is 
applied. 

As a helping agent for economic de¬ 
velopment, foreign aid helps raise the level 
of investment. The aid is used to stabilise 
food prices and import raw materials. As 
in India, the aid can also be used for en¬ 
largement of power and irrigation poten¬ 
tial. Transport sector also benefits from 
foreign aid. Moreover, the aid is used to 
build up steel industry and also the petro¬ 
chemical and electronics industry. Exter¬ 
nal assistance has also helped to enlarge 
technical resources through (fl) the provi¬ 
sion of expert services {b) training of In¬ 
dian personnel and (c) helping the 
establishment of new or the development 
of existing educational research and train¬ 
ing institutions in the country. 

But there are certain problems also, 
that come with taking foreign aid. Cer¬ 
tain difficulties and constraints arise if 
foreign aid is taken. Prominent among 
these are; 

(a) Political pressure: This is the most 
serious problem. Heavy and continuing 
dependence of bidia on other countries 
(especially on tiie USA) brings witii it po¬ 
litical pressures too. Thm have been times 
whoi India has not been able to resist tiie 
presfuse titese donor countries have ex¬ 
erted m the economic prrfides of tedi8,not 
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to speak of her foreign policy. American 
influence is seen in the shift in emphasis 
from capital goods to consumer go^s in¬ 
dustries, much greater reliance on private 
enterprise for industrial expansion, non¬ 
availability of foreign aid for public sector 
projects in manufacturing industry, greater 
resort to foreign private capital as Ste only 
means for securing foreign exchange for 
the rapid expansion of industries like the 
chemical fertilizers to which high priority 
is attached in India's development 
programme. 

(b) Uncertainty: Another difficulty is 
the uncertainty of the magnitude and char¬ 
acter of foreign aid which is likely to be¬ 
come available over a period of time. Such 
an element of uncertainty stands in the way 
of perspective planning. Thus, an advance 
knowledge of the resources that arc likely 
to bkome available through aid becomes 
important. If donors could indicate the 
magnitude and character of aid on the basis 
of five-year periods, the planning 
programmes would be facilitated. 

(c) Capacity to absorb Foreign Aid; 
For optimum utilisation of aid, projects 
must be efficiently executed. It is not ba¬ 
sically a shortage of capital which retards 
the rate of industrial development in 
many countries but the shortage of good, 
well- developed projects, in many cases, 
the limiting factor on economic growth. 
The most important factor which limits 
the absorptive capacity is the country's 
capacity to repay in future the loans cur¬ 
rently contracted. Till our country reaches 
a stage of self-sustaining growtli, its needs 
for larger volume of imports will ever 
grow, Hie problem is more so because the 
country has not built large exportable 
potential. 

(d) Burden of external debt: This is 
a major problem while taking foreign aid. 
To reduce tiie burden of repayment of 
foreign aid, a two-pronged drive should 
be made. Firstly, while tak^ assistance, 
India should make agreements for exter¬ 
nal assistance with those nations and 
agencies which charge lower rates of in¬ 
terest and are prepa^ to liberalise their 
terms of trade so as to facilitate repay¬ 
ment; and secoinidly, the quantum of fot- 
eign assistance should be progressively 
reduced. 


-4 



VOCABULARY 




impwovm Your Word Powor 


1. ante; (it) stake (ii) 
challenge (c) dunce (d) rivaby. 

2. brigandage: (a) 

robbery (b) refusal (c) denial 
(4) ch^ty. 

3. crib: (a) damage (b) 
destroy (c) grumble (d) 
console. 

4. decamp; (a) look at 

(b) listen to (c) go up (d) go 
away, 

5. eitegeela: (a) deS' 
cription (b) explanation (c) 
proposal (d) narration. 

6. finicky; (a) oVer- 
burdated (b) overnronfident 

(c) over-ambitious (d) over¬ 
particular. 

7. goof: (a) crime (b) 
snobbery (c) error (4) 
adventure. 

E. hodge-podge: (a) 
agitated mob (a) confused 
ndxtiue (c) triigioua cerotiony 

(d) armuri fuMiQh. 

9. impecttcioiu: (a) 
ha ving no courage h&vijig 
no <^p<»tunity (c) hmrj^nQ 
morality having Ifio 
mot^ ’ ' " ' 

(by 


nation (4) irritation. 

11. livid; (a) angry (b) 
happy (c) solid (d) ir^d. 

12. matrix: (a) first 
information (b) walking stick 
(c) formative part (d) still 
Ixm. 

13 natter: (a) walk 
aimlessly (b) talk aimlessly 

(c) cry helplessly (d) shout 
loijd. 

% oS-key: (a) not ready 

(b) not suitable (c) graceless 

(d) thankless. 

15 pertinacious: (a) 
relaxed (b) confused (c) 
modest (d) persismnt 

16. ribald: (a) indecent (b) 
v(k»nt (c) busy (d) refin^. 

17. snipe: Oi)overlo(^(b) 
overcome (c) shoot (d) shajj^e. 

IS. terien (a) d4^t (b) 
hesitate (c) roam (d) 
evaptnate. 

19. vtcuiUi^ (fi) Uririog 
purpose (b) lacking ixnriage 

(c) iauni^g pad (d) hasty 

29. «iiuim: (tf) move 
caiefiijay (b) diriiwv^'itedy 
(c) behave 

^hjifeSfijily: , ■ 

.. ..... 


ANSWERS 

1. ante: (a) stake, bet. 

—By making unrea¬ 
sonable demands the coalitkm 
parties seemtohave iqiped the 
ante (incieased tiw steto). 

1 brigandage: (a) robbery 

—Daylight bnganda^es 


have become common not only 
in isolated houses but also in 
crowded buses. 

3. crib: (c) grundile, 
complain. 

V-The Chief Minister 
has taken the inconvenience 
in his stride and is not 
cribbing. 


4 decamp: (d) go away 

—Some miscreants 

struck at an octroi post and 
decamped with the day's cash 
collection 

5 exegesis: (b) expla¬ 
nation, mterpretation 

—The exegcbts of die Bible 
given by the Pastor went very 
well with the audience 

6 finicky: (d) over- 
parbcular, fastidious 

—The ace director is 
always finteky about the script 
of a new film 

7 goof (c) error 

—He was sorry for the bit 
of a goof on his part 

8 hodge-podge: (b) 
confused mixture or jumble 

—His essay was a hodge¬ 
podge (hotch-potch) of other 
people's ideas. 

9 impecunious: (d) 
havuig no money 

—The Prime Minister 
launched the Annapurna 
scheme for providing free 
foodgrains to the impecunious 
sailor atuens 

10 jamboree: (b) cele¬ 
bration 

—The holding of general 
elections in India can be 
compared to a grand 
jamlmree 

11. livid: (a) angry 

—He would be Iwid if he 

found out what you are doing 
in his essence. 

12. matrix: (c) formative 

part. 


-^bles and fantasies do 
not make up the matrix of life 
m its stark reality 

13 natter (b) talk 
aimlessly 

—While he nattered (on) 
about his work, others were 
found completely bored 

14 off-key: (b) not 
suitable 

—Some of his remarks 
were rather off-key 

15 pertinacious: (d) 
persibtent/constant 

—For so many years the 
rebel artist and sweet sleep 
have played a pertinacious 
game of avoidmg each other 

16 ribald: (a) obscene, 
mdccent . 

—Ribald humour or 
literature in formative years 
can spell doom in a child's 
life 

17. snipe: (c) shoot or fire 
from a hiding place 

—Some terrorists were 
caught sniping at soldiers from 
well-concealed positions 

18 teeten (b) hesitate. 

—Amenca's China policy 

teeters between willing to 
wound and afraid to hurt 

19 vacuity: (a) lacking 
purpose or meaning. 

—The total vacuity of his 
statements is irritating 
indeed' 

20 wham: (d) strike 
forcefully. 

-He whammed the ball 
into foe back of the net 
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English Language 




USAGE 

Spotting Errors (1*10) 

Raid tlwJbllowing sentences carefully and 
spot tlie error in any one part only of the sen¬ 
tences. The parts of the sentences have been 
marked (a), (b), (c) and (d). In case you do not 
find any error in the sentence, your answer 
will be (e). 

1. Nine persons((i) have been 
arrestcd({') after they were found(c} guilty 
for killing seven bisons.fif) No error.fe) 

2. They worked hardlyfa) and the sand 
dunes slowly but surely(b) started yield¬ 
ing enough(c) food to make those hardy 
setters a proud lot.(d) No error.(e) 

3. No sooner had the panel metfa) 
when details of their lunchtime drinking 
habits({>) mysteriously turned up(c) on a 
newspaper's gossip page.(d) No error.(c) 

4. In the industrialised societiesfa) 
where patients often live alone{li) the on¬ 
set of illness comes at a much younger 
age(c) than in the less developed 
societies.(</) No crror.(e) 

5. The local people(<i) not only pro¬ 
vides him shelter(b) but also keep him 
informed{c) about the movement of his 
enemies.(d) No error.(e) 

6. He is one of the few{a) Indian play¬ 
wrights and directors of our time(6) who 
know that theatre(c) cannot be matured by 
artificial ineans.(ii) No error.(e) 

7. When we started off on the Yatrafa) 
little we realised({i) that it would turn out 
to be(c) one of the most memorable expe¬ 
riences of our lives.((f) No error.(e) 

8. After having renounced{fl) worldly 
life{i>) she has no space for it(c) in her spiri¬ 
tual lifc.(if) No error.(e) 

9. If at all one has to complain(fl) about 
her self-knowledge(b) it will not be about i 

t its inadequacy(c) but for its excesses.(d) No * 
etror.fe) 

10. Experts fear the impending water 
crisis(a) will wipe out the benefits of 
developmenffb) until we concertedly start 
harvesting rain water(c) and adopt a sen¬ 


sible water policy.(d) No errorfc) 

Sentence Improvement (11-15) 

Look at the underlined part of each sen¬ 
tence Below each sentence are gmm threepos- 
stble choices for the underlined part. If one of 
them, namely (a), (b) and (c) is better than the 
underlined part, that will be your answer If 
none of the choices improves the sentence, your 
answer mil be (d). 

11. Her latest book discusses the prob¬ 
lems of the disabled Doesn't it ? 

(a) Isn't it? 

(b) Won't it? 

(c) Didn’t It? 

(d) No improvement required 

12. I'm a terrible cowardly when it 
comes to dealing with sick people 

(a) coward when 

(b) cowardice when 

(c) coward where 

(d) No improvement required 

13. The noise of traffic is becoming the 
cause for concern. 

(a) cause tor concern 

(b) a cause for concern 

■ (r) a cause of concern 

(d) No improvement required 

14. One of the main attractions of the 
job ate the high salary. 

(a) is a high salary 

(b) is the high salary 

(c) is the higher salary 

(d) No improvement required 

15. Police warned a gainst the public 
to be on the alert for suspected terrorists. 

(a) The police warned against the 
public 

(b) Police warned a public 

(c) Police warned the public 

(d) No improvement required 

Synonyms (16-20) 

In the fallowing sentences, a word in each 
sentence is underlined. For the underlined 
wotd.faw choices are given. Choose the word 
nearest in meaning to the underlined word and 


that will be your answer 

16. It IS not part of my brief to train 
new employees. 

(a) compulsion 

(b) contract 

(c) mtuidon 

(d) instruction 

17. Her visit to India proved to be a 
watershed in her life. 

(a) turning-point 

(b) iame-cxcuse 

(c) short-cut 

(d) silly-point 

18. He let out a volley of oaths 

(а) division 

(б) nuni r 

(c) expression 

(d) impression 

19. My garrulous neighbour has given 
away the secret 

(a) proud 

(b) humble 

(c) talkative 

(d) silent 

20. The book was the result of ten 
years' assiduous research. 

(a) regular 

(b) casual 

(c) painful 

(d) diligent 

Antonyms (21-25) 

In the following sentences, for each 
underlined word, four choices, opposite 
in meaning, to the underlined word, are 
given. Select the most appropriate word 
opposite in meaning and that will be your 
answer. 

21. He found her parent very affable . 

(a) contemptuous* 

(b) cmel 

(c) unbecoming 

(d) indifferent 

22. You would seldom find a candid 
person like him. 

(a) infr^^ihtg 

(b) mytterious 
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(c) unfair 
id) ugly 

23. My plans to start a new business 
flounder^ for want of enough funds. 

(fl) compete 
(fi) compel 

(c) favour 

(d) flourish 

24. Ours has rightly been labelled a 
pmdig al administration. 

(a) kind 

(b) careful 

(c) frugal 

(d) helpful 

25. They were yoked (together) in 
marriage. 

(fl) removed 

(b) broken 

(c) operated 

(d) divorced 

Comprehension (26*35) 

Read thefoUowinjf passages carefully and 
ansiver the questions gnvn below each passage 
for every question, four possible answers are 
given. Select the most appropriate answer out 
of the four choices giivn. 

1 

Age and time teach you a lot. It also 
mcludes waitmg and its implications. In 
the initial stages, waiting is a torture, but 
with the passage of time, one takes it as a 
matter of course, as you take your tea or 
coffee. One also gets used to the indiffer¬ 
ence of others, their barbed sallies or their 
kowtowing. Time also teaches you to sit 
immobile through adversities and perse¬ 
vere. She, too, now remained placid 
through unfavourable circumstances, 
though that day it was not so. She was 
pulsating all over. A quiver ran through 
her. Her head was throbbing yet she tried 
to look calm on the surface and did suc¬ 
ceed in her effort. Suddenly, he bent down, 
thrust his hand into die lake and splashed 
the water on h». But perhaps not inten¬ 
tionally, she n^rely mused and let it be. 
How funny it is to get wet! 

26. What does age and time teach us? 
(fl) waiting 

(h) adjustment 

(c) paticn(e ‘ 

(<0 experlen^ 

27. What was the state of her mind 
now? 


(fl) unhappy 

(b) undisturbed 

(c) excited 
id) tired 

28. Where was she when a quiver ran 
through her? 

(fl) on the bank of a lake 

(b) on the sea shore 
(r) in a boat 

(d) near a pond 

29 How did she react when he 
splashed water on her? 

(fl) she simply blushed 

(b) she merely smiled 

(c) she kept quiet 

(d) she thought deeply 

30. What does the expression "barbed 
sallies" mean? 

(fl) sharp remarks 

(b) slow remarks 

(c) steady steps 

(d) unnily behaviour 

II 

As the person moves up the laddei; 
more and more decisions have to be taken. 
Not only docs the number rise, the impact 
of each decision becomes significant. Ev¬ 
ery decision affects a large number of per¬ 
sons and involves the utilisation of valuable 
resources. In fact, managers are paid for 
taking decisions and their efficiency is 
determined by the quality of decisions 
taken by them. Decision-making is a skill 
in which some excel over others. Though 
an inborn quality, it can be learned and 
sharpened, provided the person is willing 
to make an effort. It can be learned the 
same way the person learns adding ntun- 
bers in the school, through regular prac¬ 
tice. Just like any other skill, there are 
certain techniques which can help you 
master the skill. 

31. What does determine the efficiency 
of a manager? 

(fl) quick decision 

(b) correct decision 

(c) quality of decision 
(lO timely decision 

32. Which one of the following state¬ 
ments is wrong? 

(a) As a person moves up, he is re¬ 
quired to take more and mote 
decisions 

(b) The Impact of each decision is 
significant 

iwriJUiy^taMaTi^tMUPamoNiius^ 


(c) An inborn quality, decision-mak¬ 
ing can neither be learnt nor 
sharpened 

(d) Decision-making is a skill in 
which some excel over others 

33. How can one learn the skill of 
decision-making? 

(fl) by manipulating his talents 

(b) by reading books on management 

(c) by imitating the tricks of success¬ 
ful managers 

(d) through regular practice 

34. Why does a decision become im¬ 
portant in an establishment? 

(n) because it affects a large niunber 
of persons 

(b) because it affects the policies of 
a company 

(c) because it affects utilisation of 
precious resources 

(d) none of these 

35. What title would you assign to the 
passage^ 

(fl) A successful manager 

(b) Techniques of management 

(c) decision-making skill 

(d) Management, an mbom-quality 

One-word Substitution (36-40) 

C/Pc one-word substitution for the un¬ 
derlined part of each sentence. Out of the four 
choices given, select the correct one and that 
will be your aiisiivr. 

36. In an orthodox society a person 
who attacks popular beliefs is seldom re¬ 
spected. 

(fl) heretic 

(b) iconoclast 

(c) atheist 
(<0 pagan 

37. None of us is mcgpflbtco f m aking 
rnKtaka. 

(fl) incurable 
(h) infallible 
(f) incorrigible 
id) inevitable 

38. Although hepractismasf»rtwidi- 
out receiving money, he is a first-class 
sportsman. 

(fl) coach 
(i>) amateur 
(c) trainee 
{i) professional 

39. M able-bodied beggar lives off 
others and gi ves nothing in return . 




OBJECTlVe-TYPE Ql iiS 11( '\.S 


(a) burden 

(b) drain 

(c) drone 

(d) parasite 

40. Security checks are like medicines 


(a) palliative 

(b) panacea 

(c) pornography 

(d) populism 

Filling the blanks (41>50) 

In the following passage some spaces 
have been left blank. For each blank space, 
three words are suggested. Choose the most 
appropriate word and that will be yotiranswr 
The key_ 

41. (a) quality 
{b) point 

(c) component 

of die army's effort is, therefore, to acquire 
sensors than ca n 

42. (a) sec 

(b) penetrate 

(c) pierce 

deep into adversary territory and do so 
through night and bad_ 

43. (o) weather 

(b) climate 

(c) light 

India has the ability to make shy_ 

44. (a) planes 

(b) satellites 

(c) helicopters 

but has inexplicably to develop one as yet. 
In the meantime, the army has_ 

45. (a) bought 

(b) acquired 

(c) possessed 

the Israeli Marcher UAV that can fly in 
missions upto 12 hours_ 

46. (a) stormy 

(b) straight 

(c) deep 

into enemy territory and provide "real 
'time" or continuous target_ 

47. (a) information 

(b) statistics 

(c) data 

in the night as well as through cloud cover. 
Another ia^iortant acquisition are the 
FMStch-designed Stentor battlefield_ 

48 . (a) ever-ready 


(b) watchful 

(c) surveillance 

radars now being licence-manufactured in 
India, which can_ 

49 (a) track 

(b) follow 

(c) chase 

the movement of vehicles and bodies of 
men at_ 

50 (fl) distances 

(b) ranges 

(c) gaps 
of 20-30 km. 

ANSWERS 

1 (d) 'guilty of killing'. 

2 {a) 'they worked hard'. 

3. (b)'than details-of their..'. 

4. (e) No error 

5 (b) 'not only provide him shelter' 

6 (c) 'who knows that theatre'. 

7. (b) 'little did we realise'. 


8. (a) 'having renounced', 


9. (d) 'but about its excesses.'. 

10. (c) 'unless we concertedly.....'. 

11. (d) 

12. (a) 

13 (b) 

14. (b) 

15. (c) 

16. (d) 

17. {a) 

18. m 

19. (c) 

20 (d) 

21. (fl) 

22. (b) 

23 (d) 

24. (c) 

25. (d) 

26. (rt) 

27. (b) 

28. (c) 

29. (d) 

30 (a) 

31. (c) 

32 (c) 

33 (d) 

34. (rt) 

35 (c) 

36. (b) 

37 (b) 

38. (b) 

39. (d) 

40 (a) 

41 (c) 

42 (a) 

43. (fl) 

44 (b) 

45 (b) 

46 (c) 

47. (c) 

48. (c) 

49. (a) 

50 (b) 
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Jjl « ec o nomy mihidt te «aip«cl»d 
Am/ SOO nUMon $hoppen 
^^n/ho wRI tptnd $15 billion 
througfi the Infomet in 1999. 

A «vvy of bufinott whkh if 
oxpoctod fo chongo the way w« live 
ond buy tNngs. In which OM dees 
not hinw to spend tbm going fo 
shops seorching for things but get 
thnm by pressing buttons on your 
computer. 

Nor does it matter who are your 
customers w suppliers: they ceuhf 
be in your neighbourhood or in a 
remote comer on the globe. The 
truly global economy has afrived, 
and It is not about v^ether to 
allow muhinationais into the 
country. 

Ute digitoi economy is poised to 
grow and savvy entrepreneurs 
stamf to make a lot of money. If 
they can provide innovative 
serWces and use the medium 
effectively. The business has to be 
much more than a maii>order 
operation: successful companies of 
the next decade will be the ones 
that use digital tools to reinvent 
the way they work. 

As usual, anything connected with 
computers is hyped up. So is 
e*commerce. Entrepreneurs are 
offering services like selling 
vegetables or paan through the 
Internet, vdilch seems such a waste 
of high technology. Such operations 
con honUy nwke money. A shift in 
thinking is needed, which mn use 
the medium epthnolly ond provide 
solutioru to society. E•cemmerce is 
not |ust a way of buying and 
selling things, but something much , 
larger. The fuU pefentlai of 
e-cemmerce remains to be topped 
by people whooiidersfand the 
scope of the new technology. 

Our cover story this month looks 
vnv concept wiMcn iMB 


E-Coiwmerce 

The Future of Bvsine^ 






in our ondent Issds. The rules fm 

La aLa 
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The now buzzword is e-commercc, 
the idea of doing business electronically 
over the Internet. It has many off shoots 
now. including e-business and e-tailing. 
Electronic business, or conducting busi¬ 
ness over the Internet is getting a lot of 
media attention these days. It is being 
projected as the next wave of the IT appli¬ 
cations. Nobody knows the quantum of 
transactions conducted over the Internet, 
but it is expected that the volume may 
grow up to $ 1.3 trillion in 2003. This 
means that a growing number of people 
will buy cars, groceries, computers and 
everyday things not at shops but on the 
Internet. Big companies are betting their 
future on e-business. 

But e-commerce is not just buying 
and selling dtings on die computer, as is 
commonly believed. It is a paradigm .shift 
and calls for a huge change in the way we 
think. The first function is the creation of 
virtual shops and shopping malls which 
exhibit the products and services they 
want to sell. To facilitate selling, there has 
to be a way of piling de^nically, 
whidt dien (^Is for security and identih- 
catirm systems. Electronic banks have to 
be created, which allow people to 


deposit withdraw and pay money just 
by pressing keys on a computer in their 
home. Then there has to be a system of 
delivery of goods: either on-line in the 
case of information products or a physi¬ 
cal delivery system in the case of hard 
products. 

The high end of e-business is B2B 
(business to business) in which compa¬ 
nies tie up resources. A company can 
source products on-line or work out 
logistics. Some aimpanies are doing busi¬ 
ness with their dealers electronically. 
Orders, schedules, receipts, invoices—all 
can be delivead on-line. Thus, compa¬ 
nies can thrt)a‘tically bmime more effi¬ 
cient. They can save on costs by manag¬ 
ing dieir stocks and inventories properly. 
As systems of electronic money are per¬ 
fected, money too will flow electronically, 
as it is aia^ady being done in developed 
countries. Telephone and utility bills are 
paid electronically, saving the bother of 
going to a cash counter and waiting out 
your turn. India too needs to develop e- 
commerce since thousands of man-hours 
are wasted annually for such day-to-day 
jobs that should not take time at all. 

The Viitnal Front 

E-commerce can be divided into: 

• E-tailing or 'virtual storefronts’ on 
websites with on-line catalogues, 
sometimes gathered into a 'virtual 
mail'. 

• Gathering and use of demographic 
data through, the Internet 

• Electronic Data Interchange (EDI), 
the business-to-business exchange of 
data. 

• E-mail and fax as media to reach 
cudomers. 

• Busiitess-to-business buying and 
selling 

• The security of business traav 
actions. 
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Entrepreneurs and customers End e- 
commerce attractive, as it offers a 24-hour 
availability, a global reach and the ability 
to interact and provide custom-made 
information and ordering. This has been 
highly successful: Dell Computers had 
reported sales of one million dollars a 
day in 1997, which has doubled in 1999: 
one-third of its sales come from its web¬ 
site. People can buy books at 
amazon.com, gardening products at 
garden.com, music at ednow, offia* sup¬ 
plies at suppliesonline. Practically every¬ 
thing is available on the Internet these 
days. 

Sellers have the advantage not only 
of being exposed to prospective cus¬ 
tomers at all times, but also that they do 
not Imv to hold stocksl They can thus offer 
many more things and varieties than any 
physical store. Amazon.com, for instance, 
offers 4.70 million bcx>ks for sale, but it 
may not have the books physically. t>ice 
it receives an order, it merely has to give 
delivery instructions to a publisher who 
will send the book to the customer. Net 
entrepreneurship is thus something quite 
different and unique. The emphasis has 
to be on service, quick and efficient. 

E-commerce also serves suppliers of 
services. A computer software provider, 
for example, could receive problems of 


customers over email work on solutions 
and send a program or solution and 
charge the customer for it. Amateur 
entrepreneurs could provide specialised 
services which would otherwise be too 
expensive to advertise—a collector of 
rare stamps could sell his exji^rtise glob¬ 
ally and even help in sourcing stamps for 
customers. The possibilities are endless 
and are limited only by one's imagina¬ 
tion. 

How a Viitual Mall Works 

C lick on to the site of an electronic 
store. The screen displays the 
picture of a store, giving the 
impression that you arc actually 
on a street. A panel informs you the 
departments: click^n one and you are 
inside a catalogue that displays the prod¬ 
ucts, with details and prices. You can 
select the colour or size of clothes, music 
CDs, shoes, computers, the list is endless. 
Once you decide on a product, click it 
and it will be displayed in a shopping 
cart. One has to thus go on clicking at 
whatever one wants. 

Once the list is complete, the screen 
displays the amount to 1^ paid. You can 
type in your credit card number or bank 
account number (if it is allowed). Online 
veriEcation of the account will be done. 






■ .. 


/'...’ M pmdt choiffliaa SH CotM >- wiMni 4 porlicuhtt-iiMn (i.gAfino. / 

ltvn<mffMlrth«aflrg|i4w.ili|^ loM out. Rwi4t; MMrsc^M m to 

j his now book, $. Incwiccitt. Moll IMM 

gnm fw •wwf. ovour mt ofp*W) wioiiaoi WMo ji n “ 

human. 

niwwMi i)WJIINL;-wii|Wi| imooiray 














Pt#*. 






-•€- . 











READ THE MOST POPULAR BOOKS OF INDIA 


FIIMS PUBLICATIONS 1 


I in: 

Ricni 

( ll()!< I 


6/18, ^ANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY) NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI • 14 
PHONES ; 431691S, 4329106, 4311946 FAX : 91-11-4313503 E-maU : iiiiispub@nde.vsnl.iietin 


NOW (IMS PUBLICATIONS DIVISION OFFERS THE BEST BOOKS FOR ALL 
READ IIMS BOOKS FOR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 


ESSENTIAL BOOKS FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 


OEWRAL KNOWLEDGE FOR ALL COMPETITiVE EXAMS 
(IneMIngJHeO Obftcan Tvpu CwMlwf OuMtlom) R«. ISC/- 

^EXPECTEO QUESTIONSONGENERAL KNOWLEDGE Rt. 7S/- 
SO MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
(SOM ObfaeUrm Typt OuMfAww tor all Kaama) Rs. 140/- 

100 PRACTICE PAKRS ON GENERAL KNOWLeOOE«.S. RS.180A 
OBJECTIVE QEIWRAL ENGLISH FOR ALL EXAMS 
(FM Study IIMartal A SOM Otjbetfw Quaadona) Ra. 120/- 

1M MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL ENGLISH 
(05M Oblaetha TVm QuaaOona tor M Bxama). Rt. ISO/* 

100 PRAnWE PArnS ON TEST OF ENGLBH LANOUAGERt.1S0/- 
ENGUSH COMPREHENSION (OMSMjiraCMmAmflanFHHOM) Rt. 70/- 
COUEGEACOMPETmON ESSAYS FOR ALL Rt. SC/* 

1M IMPORTANT ESSAYS FOR ALL Rt. SC/- 

OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC FOR Aa EXAMS (MWl Study MMtrMO Rt. 60/- 
OBJECnVE MATHEMATICS FOR MBA NDA/ 

COSE/NTSE EXAMS (im/i Fuff SmcyMatUrfa/; Rt. 120/- 

SOM EXPECTED I^SHONS ON MfrHMETIC (WNfl FuU 


Rt.120/- 


Rt.160F 
Rt. ISO/* 


EXAMS /47M OtOaeth/a Ouaallona Wi 
1M MODEL TEST PAPERS ON TEST ( 


Study Uaiarlat) 
REASONING 


Rt.1S0/* 


ZOOM Ot^aethfo rypa Quaatlona lor aU Saama) 

VERBAL REASONmG FOR ALL CONVETITIVE EXAMS 
(OtUo^aa T>pt Quaatlona WUhFullStudyMalarM) 
Data INTERraETATtON FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 


Ra.15a/' 



GENERAL SCIENCE /WNR Study Malarial tor Ft EttmtJ 
4000 OBJECTIVE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR ST/JEE EXAM Rt.100/* 
INDIAN CONSTITUTION (FUtI Study MtMrW A fSMOutalfoiM) Ra.100/- 
1000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN CONSTm/TION Rt. 60/* 

2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Rt. OOF- 

CURRENT AFFAWS FOR AU Rt. SOF¬ 
TEST OF CLERICAL APTITUDE Rt. 60/* 

RRH Ml (Ng-Ew^lM) StWim Rt. SO/* 

MmpN im - 6000 ()ij[*%<iB»nO rwAir Rt.i60/* 

WPIPN MIR • 100 Mew W Ro.140/* 

WPIPH fNI - 2000 V6g[fi|<« rc^Rr Rt. 60/- 

WPIPN 3% RR BRNiAB rBCIR Rt.200/- 

cirpiBri Rt. 150/- 


INDIAN CONSTITUTION (FUn Study MtMrW A fOM OuttHdm! 
1600 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN CONSTITUTION 


Rt.100/- 

Rt.1INV* 

RO.100L 

Rt.100/* 


53BOOKS ON GENERAL STUDIES FOR IAS, IFS, PCS. ETC 
( Fm,L ST UDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTION BANK) 


Ufc'Ui. 

GUIDES FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 


1. S.S.C. COMBINED PteUM EXAM. (QRAOUA1M LEVEL) Ra.40QF 

%. S.S.& C0M8BIED PRELIM EXAM. (MATMC LEVEL) Rt.300/- 

3. MSRR RIM* RBmI (WIRIRI MR 4 REI 4 Br) Rs.4aa/- 

4. Rii.RM.4L Mi«i rrBri r4mi (M* RiR 4 r 4 4 ^ Ra.300/* 

6. MPIPM apppn - IAS 4 )r PCS rOmrA 4 Bir Ro.ooq/* 


BOOKS FOR M.B.B.S./PMT ENT. EXAMS 







0. CURRENT AFFAIRS Rt. SO/* 

9. MPfPM BMPI Rt. 200/- 

10. TAr (ArR afrt RRM) Ro. 20(V- 

11. MRM RR RfUinFn Rt. 2IXV- 

12. MRU RR mArR Rt. ISO/* 

13. RRAr jrt l RRW I Rt. ISO/* 


VALUABLE GENERAL BOOKS FOR ALL 


INDISPENSABLE BOOKS FOR I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM. 





•LO/Bonk Onft on 010 sboM ocMrooo. For VJP^. siiMl Rs. 20QA by M*0. 66 advwieo 


TiS. lOOl- 


BUS^NESS G,K,, RS 100/- 


i.A b. PLANNER 


RS. 100/- 


INTERViEVVS 

T 


RS. 100/- 


RS. 200/- 


LAW : RS. 300/- 














































































































































































COVER H M l lU: 


lhi>) will take a tew seconds and the 
amount will be deducted The goods will 
be despatched to you through conven¬ 
tional channels that is, either through 
distributors or the mail India tcxi has 
cjuite a tew sites through which one can 
bu) a varietc ot things Shopping on the 
Internet, supposedh saves time and 
helps \ou tind things that may not be 
available in shops 

But sometimes it is not as simple as 
It Imiks It will be some time before e 
shopping systems are made pertecl At 
present even the most enthusiastic e 
shoppt'rs have to make do with main 
shoitcomings Since it takes a great time 
to get anv thing downloaded, a catalogue 
with graphics will take ages, not count¬ 
ing the time it takes to connect to the 
VSNl gatewav Chtxjsing things to bu\ 
might be taster, provided the system docs 
not hang oi the conncH.tion does not 
break It it dots, be* pn.’parod to repeat the 
whole process all over again' It has also 
been touiid that many products on the 
Internet are more expensive than in 
shops 

Cvbei shoppers also have to deal 
with the problem ot payments—w hile 
ordering mav be online, they should have 
a credit caid to pay (an international one 
it you are dealing with a toreign inanu- 
tacturer) Assuming that the payment is 
made, you then have to wait tor the prod¬ 
uct to be delivered through the mail For 
eign parcels mav be piltead and may not 
reach tlie destination at all 

Nascent Business 

hough c’-business is growing by 
leaps and bounds, m India it is 
still at a nascent stage bo far only 
one bank—the ItlCl bank—is 
providing electronic banking Ftforts 
have bevn made in Tamil Nadu and 
Andhra Pradesh to make land records, 
voter list, court verdicN, etc available on 
the Internet T his )ear the CBbE commu¬ 
nicated results through e-mail Sporadic 
efforts are being made, but the move 
towards a digital scxietv still has to take 
off 

One reason that it has not, is that the 
digital MKiety is transparent and involves 
loosening ot controls bv the government 
So far India does not have enlightened 


bureaucrats and politiuans who would 
want to give up their control and power 
that comes from centralisation of infor¬ 
mation Depositing electricity bills 
through the computer tor instance, 
woukt involve reduction ot staff there 
are tew officers who would like such an 
outcome Similarly, a district collector 
will find that people will not approach 
him it much information is available 
online, and he will undoubtedly feel less 
important 

Other objections have been 
expresses! as well What prevents com¬ 
puter hackers to bresik into vour comput¬ 
er and steal all your eli*ctronic monev^ 
How safe are computei transactions? 
What is the proof ot sending money to 
someone, like we have receipts tor regis¬ 
tered letters’ Further tor a poor country 
like ours, which has sci many illiterate 
jxfrsons, does e-iom- 
merce make sense’ 

Sue h ciucstions i xpose 
a narrow approach to 
e business liue the 
danger from viruses 
and computer hackers 
will always exist, but 
the idea is to be care¬ 
ful At the same tune, 
security systems are 
being developed 
which will make e- 
business transactions 
secure 

Another danger 
exists what happens 
it you pay tor goods 
or services but they 
are not to your satis¬ 
faction when they are 
delivered’ In India, 
c*speciallv, one has to 
be careful as business- 
cs often take cus¬ 
tomers tor a ride A 
legal framework has 
to be developcxi but 
this IS a huge task, 
since the Internet is 
global and suppliers 
mav have to be sued 
across continents, 
should a customer felt 
cheated Howeven till 


I 


0 



Internet Glossary 







the framework is developed, a customer 
will )ust have to be careful and stay away 
from sites run by small-time entrepre¬ 
neurs Chances are that well-known glob¬ 
al companies will not cheat customers 
and arc safe to deal with on the Internet 
The nasamt business m India could 
be stymied bv another source—the gov¬ 
ernment As transactions on the Internet 
increase it maj well teel that it is losing 
out on tax revenues which it collects on 
sale ot products As there is no wav ot 
tracing electronic transactions bureau¬ 
crats in the government mav want to 
crack down on electronic trade Politi¬ 
cians raising patriotic slogans may raise 
the fear of flight of lapital as people 
buv things from abroad, nr worse, start 
keeping thou monev in foreign banks 


Electronic business in Incha 18 Stall trt a primary Stage There are several tactors tor 
th^ Among other things, customere want a leal'' of the product betore bu]^ a 
product In the West, products are standardised and can be ordered on the oommit- 
er but in India there is always the chance that one can get a bigger discouirt if ora 
goes personally to a store, to high v&lue items ISce cars and computers, fca* example, 
a customer may like to see the physical Condition and performance before buying. 
Entrepreneurs are putting up businesses on the internet but at present most serve 
as m^l businesses; there is no indication yet that todan entrepreneurs are tootong 
at the paradigm shift that eoemmeroe lequifes An ertirepreneur. for instance, has 
sm up a site on which ora can order vegetables to D#u SuchabgstoessisesjMn- 
taaHy e mail-order businera v^wre only era rneans of coinmunicstiOR is eiedbamtk As 
It IS targeted to a smaU number of people who do neft bt^ tbeir vegetablefi but pre¬ 
fer to order ft through a cornputer, It le unSkeiy that su^ taUstoessee we enrtilinble 
On the other hand, finding jobs i$ a nataorai hobby and a site that promjaea to get 
emplioyere and employaes together, naukneom. to reporteetty doing vrell. Another 
site offers details atoout competitions organised by carfoanies and people can win 
many pnzae Other sitea, such as redtffcom, mcRatimescom and so oh, hope to 
dev^ a torge rruPfoer of subscribere and then ca^ to on advertisers warning to 
rea^pWaudfenoe ^ 

Thdughmanyoornpaniesareboinglaurichedaridstiareprtceaofexistingcortipa- 
nies sky rodwt. analysto hare wairad ihift most tobt told 14 ) dnd tiMft toe h|^ 
cresMd tv the media ccwW weH buret feftrmg internet inveetors 
to proosed wife cautkm to frKta, because mariHOftfer buanesses here badi^^ 
nredoraweO tothecourrtaV-Mtmy cdfflperifee, 
e-Oofnrhertfe ra a taoftootogy toe tolwto, to 

poppied itopect of tffe tofemtt fevt msRty (tornpanies repd^ 

uaedttodfeeerntoafetobiiFtoitoni^TlHftif'pr^^ 




offering c-banking It would be a tragedy 
should the leaders have their wav as it 
would give an excuse for the government 
to control a mc*dia which is alreadv trans¬ 
forming lives m much of the developed 
world Some ot these issues arc under 
consideration bv the US government, 
which has taken a lead in creating a 
Globa! Intormation Intrastructure (Gil) 

Framework for 0lobal 
Electronic Commerce 

M any ot the problems 
expressed about e commerce 
are sought to be solved 
through the tdobal Informa¬ 
tion Infrastructure, which though in the 
earlv stagis of developmt nt is alreadv 
transforming the world "We are on the 
verge ot a revolution that is |ust as pro¬ 
found as the changes in the economy 
that came with the industrial revolu¬ 
tion' savs US Vice-President Al Gore 
The Internet empowers people and 
IS changing economic and business para¬ 
digms Global trade in serv lies has multi¬ 
plied, thanks to the Internet Computer 
softwaie, enteitainment, information 
seivices tinanaal and professional serv¬ 
ices account foi over S 40 billion ot LS 
exports alone Ihiiugh shopping from 
home is catching on mam consumers are 
warv ot conducting businc*ss over the 
Internet Iwause of lack of legal safe¬ 
guards governing transactions further, 
credit card numbers cc>uld be misused bv 
people who could gam access to them 
Another problem relates to taxation 
Since ckx.tronic transactions are difficult 
to trace governments may find them¬ 
selves losing out ot tax revenues To pre- 
V ent this thev mav well impose extensive 
controls and regulations on the Internet 
and c-commerce Developing countries 
with strong bureaucratic controls are 
alreadv trying to put controls on Internet 
and trving to limit access in India, access 
is onlv through the VSNL gateway and 
subscribers have to wait for hours to get 
their Internet connection Such control 
will inhibit growth of the medium of the 
tuture, which would be tragic because 
the Internet is not onlv about commerce 
but can contribute towards education 
and connecting remote areas, resulting in 
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dcvi'lopmenl. Cietting tax revenues, on 
Internet transactions would be an excuse 
to limit development of the country. 

Taxing e-comnwrce 

T Jie US government has taken the 
lead and worked out the princi¬ 
ples, financial and legal issues, 
electronic payment systems and 
.security which would govern the future 
of c-commerce. It recognises that govern¬ 
ments will only inhibit growth of e-com¬ 
merce through controls and says that the 
private sector should lead. 
Government should support 
the efforts of the private sector 
to facilitate the successful 
operation of the Internet. It 
advises that governments 
should refrain from imposing 
new and unnecessary regula¬ 
tions, bureaucratic procedures, 
and taxes and tariffs on com¬ 
mercial activities that take 
place via the Internet. Whether 
governments and their over- 
enthusiastic bureaucrats, 
including our own, will heed 
to that request, remains to be 
seen. 

The basis of electronic 
commerce is tree trade. Since 
citizens ot all nations would 
benefit from freer trade, it is 
felt that it makes little sense to 
introduce taxes and controls on 
gixids and services delivered 
through the Internet. Never¬ 
theless, governments look for 
controls and new sources of 
revenue, which may limit their countries 
in participating in global electronic com¬ 
merce. The Ub government says that no 
new taxes should be imposed on Internet 
commerce and has said that it will advo¬ 
cate in the WTO that Internet be declared 
a taritf-free environment wherever it is 
used to deliver products and services. 

The framework for CII says that if a 
tax is to be imposed on Internet sales, it 
should not hinder commerce, the system 
should he simple and transparent and 
should accommodate tax systems used 
by other nations. Global consensus must 
be rcaclwd, and this is being discussed 
through the Organisation for Economic 


Cooperation and Development (OECD). 

Payment systems, or "electronic 
money", are also being developed based 
on stored value, smart card or other tech¬ 
nologies. Government action will be 
required to ensure the safety and sound¬ 
ness of electronic payments systems and 
to protect consumers. They should also 
encourage the development of simple 
and predictable domestic and interna¬ 
tional rules that should serve as the legal 
foundation for commercial achvities in 
cyberspace. Internationally, the United 
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Nations Commission on International 
Trade Law (UNCITRAL) has completed a 
model law that supports the commercial 
use of international contracts in electron¬ 
ic commerce. 

The sale of intellectual property, 
such as software and sound recordings, 
IS giving a great headache to companies. 
Since these can be downloaded free of 
cost from certain sites, it would amount 
to piracy. The World Intellectual Proper¬ 
ty Organisation (WlPO) has updated 
the Berne Convention and provided 
new protection to producers of sound 
recordings by adopting two new 
treaties. 


le future is undouNedly here. E- 
ommcrce is poised to take off in 
big way. Already, in developed 
countries, printed catalogues are 
being transplanted by URLs and cash 
registers are being overtaken b)^secure- 
transaction protocols. The movement has 
only just begun in India and some com¬ 
panies have taken the lead. Some of the 
most popular things that are bought and 
sold on the Internet are presents and 
greetings. As more and 
more people get on the 
Internet, e-commerce will 
only grow in the future. 

Unfortunately in India, 
Internet access is a govern¬ 
ment monopoly. This has 
resulted in poor service and 
has inhibited the growth of 
this powerful medium. 
There is urgent need to free 
the Internet from govern¬ 
ment control. In fact, the 
government can use it to 
connect the remote and 
inaccessible areas and pro¬ 
vide sers'ices that it has not 
sucanxled in doing so far. 

E-commerce is truly 
the future of business. 
While it is difficult to say 
that people will stop going 
out to shop, the Internet 
does promise to offer a new 
channel of trade and com¬ 
merce. It is a truly global 
resource and promises to 
change die way we do business. India 
stands to gain, as it has a ^e pool of the 
educated, who can offer treir services on 
the Internet. Many countries require cler¬ 
ical skills, whiiJi can be sold over the 
Internet. It could be a way of solving the 
unemployment problem. Furtheiv educa¬ 
tional services can be offered to just about 
any person anywhere and e-commerce 
coedd usher in literacy as well. The gov¬ 
ernment should look at these benefits 
rather than trying to retain monopoly. 

The dig^l economy is here. How 
we make use of it depends on us. We can 
become global players. Or we can try to 
keep an artificial memopoly. 
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The Wondeie off Email-ll 
(Security) 


O f growing Loncems to users around 
the world, espeaally business and 
government users, is how secure their 
email transactions really are In the a*al 
world, we deal with security issues by mak¬ 
ing sure our communication is physically 
secure—by using a sealed envelope using 
our signatures, or encrypting the messages 
using some code words 

But what are some of the secuntv issues 
facing Internet users’ Plenty, actually Chief 
amongst them are the fear of interception of 
messages, forged electronic documents, 
attack from hackers, and computer viruses 
wfiich can mtrude and attack your system 
through the email 

like we mentioned last time, the two pri 
mary issues to deal with are a) How do you 
prevent someone from intercepting mes¬ 
sages’ And h) How do you make Sure ^t the 
message you have got is from the authentic 
sender and is not forged 

In a poorly secured Lmail network it 
would not be very hard for some smart per¬ 
son to mtercept messages, tamper with it, or 
suppress It all together While this mav not be 
serious enough w’hen dealmg with personal 
email messages, it can acquire serious dimen¬ 
sions when dealmg with busmess or govern¬ 
ment-related Emails Thus the solution is to 
find some sort of an "electronic signature" 
mechanism, which will ensure that the docu¬ 
ment IS authenheated properly 

These two queshms are answered by this 
wemderful system called PGP encryption 

Gnayption and Authentication using PGP 
GP stands for Pretty Good Privacy and 
IS a system (as well as a software) which 
allows you to said authenticated Email 
messages ITiis is equivalent to sigmng your 
letters personally with a pen and paper Thus, 
the person at die receiving end can verify 
whether the messages have been actually 
reproduced and that die stated sender has 
sent It 

The way it works is diatyou are allocated 
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two PGP "keys One is a public key and the 
other a priiHitc key The keys are a series of 
random numerals and letters The pnvate 
key re-mams known only to you while the 
public key can be sent to all intended reapi- 
ents 

Whenev er you send an email, you encode 
It using your pnvate ke\ and when the 
receiver receives it, he/she can venfv by 
applying vour public kev to it Ihe success of 
this scheme is ^sed on the fact that your pn¬ 
vate key IS unique to you and that there is less 
than a chance in billions that somc'one else 
will have the same private-public key combi¬ 
nation as you have 

You can also encrypt messages using 
PCjP Vou can download PGP software from 
http//ummi pgpnom 

Viruses 

iruses remain a constant threat even 
from the Internet Modern viruses 
might come mto your system not only 
through executable files, which you down¬ 
load, but also from files attached to your reg¬ 
ular Emails The onl) way to ensure that 
vmises do not come to reside on your system 
IS, of course, prevention You can get some 
very good free virus scannmg software from 
http I home mcafee com 

A Word about Firewall 

ecunty on the Internet is a vital topic of 
interest to many people TTiere are many 
types of securities that can be unple- 
ment^, but one of the most effective is a 
hardware and software combmation, known 
as a firewall 

A firewall acts as a sort of "gateway" 
through which all Internet traffic commg to 
and fro the network passes On that gateway 
IS some software that checks all mcommg and 
outgoing messages for anything that might 
be dangerous, or any unaudionzed log-ms 
Widiout assuming that a message is or not 
dangerous, tlw hrewall routes the messages 
to a safe area, whidi is easy to monitcn: 
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PERSONALITY/ 



Cultivate More than Five 

Senses 


G eorge Bcrn<ird Shaw was once 
confronted with a "knowledgeable" 
person who said, "Mr Shaw, there is only 
one word in English which begins with 
the letter 'S' but gives the sound of 'Sh' " 
"What's that?" asked Shaw. 

"Sugar", replied the coxcomb. 

"Sure. Sure", was Shaw's reply. 

The noted American humorist Bob 
Hope was once complimented for having 
the sixth sense—that of humour. Bob 
replied, "May be. But 1 don't have the 
other five." 

The point we are labouring on is that 
a person with more than five senses carries 
a stamp of distinction. One with 
develop^ five senses is good but the one 
with less than five becomes a poor 
specimen of humanity. He becomes what 
Reik called "half a human being". 

To simplify matters, this article 
attempts certain aspects and areas which 
can be developed for a winsome 
personality. 

A sense of humour is a sort of 
objectivity. It comprises in looking upon 
the world as an entity apart from us. It 
enables us to look upon our failures and 
fc^les with as much amusement as others. 
We see the hidden facet of situations. 


events, happenings and people. It brings 
I the sunny side out from inside, including 
] from deadly serious subjects. 

I When Edison's laboratory was 
' reduced to ahses, consuming the valuable 
' work of several years, he just remarked, 
"It enables me to start afresh. It has burnt 
all my mistakes." 

Take two men in the street. It is 
raining hard. One is enjoying the freshness 
of natural water, tlie sense of ablution in 
the atmosphere, the beauty of clouds and 
rejoices in being alive. 

The sullen one curses the rain and 
says, "Damn it. It is raining cats and dogs." 
The former replies, "Yes. I have just 
stepped across a poodle." The people 
belonging to the former category are 
messengers of melancholy. They spread 
misery. 

A sense of humour enables one to take 
the sting out of criticism. The late President 
Kennedy appointed his younger brother, 
Robert Kennedy, as the Attorney-General. 
The appointment brought the President 
brickbats. He countered the criticism widi: 
"I see no harm in giving Bobby some 
experience before he goes out." 

It enables us to appreciate our own 
disconiifiture and we learn the art of 
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cuttmg ourselves to size. The late President 
Johnson had announced tlrat he would not 
run for the full second him. He rushed 
into the room where his top advisers were 
meeting and quipped; "Where is the man 
who sneaked that last para into my 
speech?" 

The moment we shed the mask of 
gravity, we see life's little ironies in proper 
perspective. Little hurts and humiliations 
shrink into insignificance. 

Carlyle has said, "It (humour) is a sort 
of inverse sublimity, exalting as it were 
into our affections what is below us, while 
sublimity draws down into affections 
what is above us." 

Living together is fraught with 
friction. It is this sphere of life wMch needs 
a lot of humour. A husband complained 
that his wife did not use sweet words for 
him. The wife quietly remarked, 'T know 
but don't forget that you ar^a diabetic." 

A sense of humour may well be called 
as the sbeth sense. A want of it is as bad as 
the absence of any one of the otfier five. 
But its greatest advantage is that it enables 
us to express our personality and makes it 
unique and distinguished. 

Our a)»Iity to see the funny and tive 
sunny side of things may, broadly 
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speaking, be called a sense of humour. It 
prevents us from taking ourselves too 
seriously and from letting trivial things 
getting the better of us. It fritters away 
bitterness and enables us to smile or snurk, 
if not laugh, what otherwise could blow 
out of proportion. Instead of becoming 
gloom-gatherers, we "sell" smiles 

You can make no impression with 
vour personality without expression. Your 
personality may express itself through 
physical appearance, through your 
conversation or through writing. 

Your physical appearance is 
important but you must not overlook any 
peculiar mannerisms you may have 
unconsciously developed Mannerisms 
have the same effect as the stenographer's 
finger-nails. That is to say, they may so 
attract the attention of the person to whom 
you are speaking, that the rest of your 
personality is lost on him. 

Some men have a habit of twiddling 
with a wa tch<hain or fussing around with 
a button. This is not only irritating to be 
beholder, but eventually captures his 
attention so that he is more mterested in 
waiting for you to break the coat button 
off entirely, than he Is in you. 

A friend had a habit of twitching the 
right side of his face so that eventually he 
would be winking his right eye I used to 
think it was a chronic nervous disorder but 
it wasn't; he cured himself of it m time. 

When he visited our house, I used to 
watch him, and found it difficult to 
concentrate on what he was saying 
because 1 was watching his face and 
wondering how long it would take him to 
get up to eye and start winking. Most 
of us have some maiwerism which is a 


distinct detriment to our personality. 

TTie most usual form of expression is, 
of course, through conversation. Just 
because conversation is so usual, few 
people take any trouble with it and as a 
result, most conversation is a hodge-podge 
of inane and unimportant remarks about 
the weather or the baby’s diet. 

Conversation is the most important 
form of speech. It reflects your mind and 
your personality Lack of subject matter 
creates the impression that you have not 
anything to say because there is not much 
in your head worth talking about 

Ungrammatical speech and poor 
diction conveys an impression of lack of 
education and implies that you are not 
accustomed to mixing with people of 
refinement and culture 

Many a g(wd man has robbed himself 
of advancement because he persisted m 
saying "I seen" and "1 done" There is a 
common but absurd belief among some 
men that perfect English and clear 
enunciation is, somehow, undemocratic. 

Why this should be so is beyond 
understandmg. Backwoods talk may be a 
slight advantage if you are running for a 
political office m a backwoods district. But 
backwoods, or so-called "folksy" talk, is a 
defimte disadvantage in business. 

You can learn to be an interesting ' 
talker just as easily as you can learn 
anything else Here is a good rule to start 
with. Avoid controversial subjects such as 
religion and politics. Familiarize yourself 
with the standard subjects of art, books, 
theatre and music. In this day ot low- 
priced books, with public libraries 
everywhere, everybody reads books of one 
kind or another Know something about 


them. Ciet to know the authors. You can 
always fill in a blank in the conversation 
with a talk about the latest books. 

The next rule tor coversation is find 
out what tlie other fellow is interested in, 
and talk about that The biggest 
compliment you can be paid as 
conversationalist is for someone to say 
"What an interestmg talker that man is." 

Another rule for making your 
conversation win friends tor you is, avoid 
an argument. Don't be overbearing or 
disregard the feelings of others. Note 
what Beniamin Franklin had to say about 
this: 

"When another asserted something I 
thought an error, I denied myself the 
pleasureof contradicting him abruptly, and 
of showing immediately some absurdity 
in his proposition. Instead, 1 began by 
observing that in certain cases or 
circumstances his opinion would be right, 
but in the present case there appeared to 
me some difference, and so on." 

Not all of us have a friend who will 
bring our faults to our attention. The best 
way IS to be your own critic Systematic 
self-analysis or a checking up on yourself 
will soon discover such defects in your 
personality for you 

List all the characteristics required in 
' a good personality and then check 
yourself against them A good personality 
requires Initiative And initiative means 
Action It means the first, or initial push, 
that starts the ball rolling. Here's your 
chance to discover whether you have 
initiative. When you have discovered your 
weak points, when are you going to start 
correcting them’ Tomorrow? Next Week? 
Do it now. 
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Queen and Courtiers! 


T he rose is a flower of red, 
pink, white, yellow colour. 
It has given birth to an 
unforgettable phrase in 
English language; rosary ot 
roses which is now reduerf to 
rosary. Another phrase which 
owes its origin to it is: rose- 
coloured : rosy, bright, cheerful, 
optimistic. 

Poets have sung praises of 
the rose. They have paid 
hyperbolic tributes to the 
queen of flowers. Generations 
of "extraordinary" mortals like 
me have swayed heads in 
appreciation. If the praises 
come from Urdu poets, we 
"wah, vtah" them. “Naazuki 

u$ke lab ki .'' 

Age withers beauty. It 
does not spare any queen. 
Look at the ruling one of the 
United Kingdom. Whatever 
sneaker to her bedroom 
i^ght have said a few years 


i ago about her figure, wrinkles 
I now show. I suspect the rose 
has more courtiers than Qiieen 
Elizabeth. 

However, queens from 
other climes may look 
withered or wrinked but the 
fact for me has remained that 
this "queen of flowers" has not 
witliered. It continues to bloom 
and flourish as more varieties 
are cultivated and cultured to 
increase her tribe. 

The rose is ageless. It 
existed even mlUions of years 
ago. Royalty held it close to 
bosom or nose. They adom^ 
their bridal chambers with its 
petals, and presented buds or 
blooms to their consorts as 
symbols of love. 

Jawaharlal Nehru was 
known as a passionate lover of 
the red bud. The legend goes 
that for about a quarter 
century, he adorned the 


j buttonhole of his jacket with a 
I rosebud.Itlsconjucturcdlhat 
i thereby hangs a flowery tale! 

1 The late President of 
India, Dr 2^ir Hussain, was 
another passionate lover of the 
rose. Chandigarh Rose Garden 
is named after him. 

The layman, barring 
exceptions, lauds others' love 
for the flower but himself 
seldom appreciates it by 
cultivating or nursing it. He 
ignores the bloonung beauty. 
Some do appreciates itbut only 
on publicity folders or pictures 
in newspapers and magazines. 

I decided to educate 
myself about ttie "queen". The 
rose expert unfolded the 
techniques of growing and 
nursing the rose. Having taken 
for gr»Tted that I would be 
planting the queen in my. 
hous«, Itt thou^t it was hi^ 
duty to impart die knowhow 


I which he had gathered 
j through years of excursioas in 
I others' gardens. 

"Select a bed for the 
queen", he said, "which faces 
the sun, the moon, and the stars 
can have a peek-a-boo at it." 

I asked; "How to avoid 
putting the queen’s feet in 
clay?" "You do not joke about 
queens except at die gambling 
table." 

Pardoning my .ignorance 
and impertinence, he came to 
names. The Tea Rose, he 
informed, was so named 
because it was thought it 
smelled like 4;hat beverage. 
Musk because it smelled like a 
whiff of diat. 

Cabbagehad nothing to do 
with the ve^iaUe. It r^rred 
to the. wealth of its petals. 1 
asked; Does the "Boorbwi" 
andl and taste like Bomhon? 
He looked dmms at me. . 
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QUIZ 


H«wWI»ll 

how* Yov Itoad CM? 


The following questions are based on the 
June ‘99 issue of The Competition Master. 
They will help you revise current affairs. If 
you do not know certain answers, do make 
an effort to locate them in our last issue. 

1. Name the founder of SiWiism: 

a) Guru Gobind 

b) Guru Nanak 

c) Guru Angad 

d) Guru Ram Das 

2. Name the first Indian to win a race 

I in the British Formula 3 championship? 

I a) Tony Joseph 

b) Preet Rathor 

c) K.V. Subramanian 

d) Narain Karthikeyan 

3. Which country has been accused of 
stealing nuclear secrets from the USA? 

a) Russia 

b) North Korea 

c) China 

d) Indonesia 

4. The former Deputy Prime Minister 
of a country has been found guilty of 
corruption and also faces charges of 
sodomy. Name the coimtry: 

I a) Malaysia b) Indonesia 

c) South Korea d) China 

5. India is the world's_latest 

economy in terms of Purchasing Power 
Parity (PPP), as per the latest World Bank 
statistics. 

a) 3rd b) 4th 

c) 5th d) 6th ^ 

6. The Bhure Lai Committee is 
concerned with which of the following? 

a) Credit policy 

b) Vddeuiar pollution 

c) Baitking 

d) Insurance 

7. The biggest merger in history,was 
reported recently, which involved, the 
tdecomcoo^janiesd two counts Name 

^ die coiiittrfes: 

a) Germany and It^y 
ft) Haly and SwitaeidW 


c) Switzerland and Finland 

d) Finland and UK 

8. Under which Article of the 
Constitution was the 12th Lok Sabha 
dissolved by the President? 

fl)85 
ft) 92 

c) 117 

d) 120 

9. A nwle who wears the clodies of 
women is known as: 

a) trans-sexual 
ft) unisexual 

c) lesbian 

d) transvestite 

10. Wliich of the following sectors 
contribute the maximum (42%) in India's 
GDP? 

a) Agriculture 
ft) Services 

c) Manufacturing 

d) Oil 

11. The Khalsa was founded on 
Baisakhi Day in which year? 

a) 1599 
ft) 1699 

c) 1799 

d) 1899 

12. Name the first Indian satellite? 
a) Insat-IA 

ft) Bhaskara 1 

c) Aryabahata 

d) Site 

13. Which day was celebrated as the 
Resurgent India Day? 

a) May 3 
ft) April 22. 

c) March 27 

d) May 11 

14. Name the company which was the 
top foreign exchange e^er in 1998-99? 

a) Adnani Exports 
ft)HLL 
c) NALCO 
<f)VSNL 

. ik Where is die headquarters of the 
Asian Development Baidc? 

. ..4 ...■’- 
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a) New York 
ft) New Delhi 

c) Manila 

d) Singapore 

16. Name die author of the book, "An 
Equal Music"? 

a) Salman Rushdie 
ft) A.R. Rahman 

c) Vikram Seth 

d) Vikram Chandra 

17. As compared to the Ghauri D's 
range of 1500 km, the range of Agni II is: 

a) 750 km 
ft) 1200 km 

c) 1500 km 

d) 3000 km 

18. Which team has won the World 
Cup in cricket for the maximum number 
of times? 

a) India 
ft) West Indies 

c) Pakistan 

d) Sri l,anka 

19. Which of the following teams has 
never won a World Cup? 

a) England 
ft) West Indies 

c) Pakistan 

d) Sri Lanka 

20. Which company has launched 
India's first Internet .service over cable 
network, called Education to Home 
(ETH)? 

u) Satyam Infotech 
ft) Infosys 

c) Dishnet 

d) Siti cable 

(Answers will appear in our August 
issue.) __ 

(Answers to June 1999 Quiz) 


l.ft 

Id 

3. a 

4. c 

5. ft 

6. c 

7,d 

8.d 

9. a 

10. ft 

11. c 

lift 

13.0 

14. f 

15. d 

16. ft 

17. c 

18. d 

19.0 

20. c 




QUESTION !U)\ 




1 I*? 





[ want to be a good artist. But my 
family members want that I should 
pursue something else. Please guide 
me. 

—Nmndra Vetma, ViU Barara 
(Bihar) 

Unlike in the past, art and 
design lan be a good option tor 
a career If you arc serious, take 
professional training frorn a 
premier institute like the National 
Institute of Design, Ahmedabad 
There are courses lor commercial art 
and advertising as well Once you 
are good, you 
can bc-come 
a leading 
artist/ 
designer of 
India You can convince your family 
through your work It tliey sec your talent, 
perhaps theu opposition will \anish On 
the other hand, if they are not conv meed, 1 
It might be bettor to follow their advii e | 
and pursue art as a hubby 

What is D-day? 

—S Panda, Paralkhemundi (Orissa) 
D-day in World War II was on Jime ft, 
1944 It was the day fixed for allied land ing 
m Normandy, beginnmg the mvasion of 
Europe, under the command of General 
Fisenhower Over 5,000 ships were used, 
from which 90,000 troops landed 

In modern terminology, D-day is used 
to denote the final day of preparation of 
domg a particular act before taking the 
final plunge Your exams, or marriage, 
could well be termed D-dav 

I am doing BA (Psychology). I have 
recently got married so I cannot attend a 
university regularly. How can 1 do MA 
(Psychology) now? 

—Manjari Rai, New Delhi 
Fortunately for you, there are a 
number of universities trough which you 
can do MA in Psychology through 
conespondence You can also approach 
IGNOU in New Delhi and Annamalai 
University These universities also hold 
contact programmes which wUl be of great 
help to you Look out for admission notices 
of regional universities for the 1999 
acadmic session in newspapers 


When we walk across a nylon rug 
and touch something, we get an electric 
shuck Why does this happen more in 
winter than in summer? 

-Smti bingh, Vishukhapatnam 

When we walk across a nylon rug, 
I our bodies collect a small electric charge 
I thniugh static electricity This is earthed 
when wc touch somethmg and we get a 
small shock In summer the air is dry and 
we may experience it more but in winter 
the friction is less because of moisture and 
we do not collect the charge 

I am a graduate with 40% marks. 
What are my chances of doing MBA from 
IIM? 

—Caiigadhar Mahanta, Bandha Berna 

(Orissa) 

The entrace exam for IIMS—the 
CAT—is a tough test that covers maths, 
English, reasonmg etc Tor a specimen of 
the test, see our December '98 issue 
Assess yourself whether you can clear the 
test or not Generally speaking, a low 
academic score does not result in 
admission to IIMS 

I am a student of commerce and do 
not have maths. Can 1 do MCA? 

—Abhik Mishra, Calcutta 

The eligibility for most MCA courses 
is maths up to class 12 If you have done 
so, you would be eligible for MCA 
Otherwise, you would have to do a 
computer course hom a private institute. 


I want to buy a computer. Will it 
be cheaper to assemble it? In what 
ways will it help me? 

—N Bhattacharya, Calcutta 
You should answer the 
last question first why do you 
need a computer* This will 
help you decide on the 
configuration you should 
have Otherwise you may 
well end up with a machmc 
that may not be of much use to you 
Once you have decided on the 
configuration, you may buy the 
components 
and assem¬ 
ble it 
assembled 
computers 
arc 10-20% cheaper than branded 
computers, but the advantages of 
having branded computers arc also 
many Before you embark on your 
endeavour, specify yourobjettives first, 
so that the machine is really helpful to 
you 

What is liquidity crunch? 
—hohshmr Sahii, Bargarh (Orissa) 

When companies are facing a severe 
shortage of cash, or liquid assets, they 
are said to be gomg through a liquidity 
crunch 

What is meant by secularism? In 
what respect is India a secular State? 

—Satyam Kumar, Sheikhpura (Bihar) 

Secularism means that morality, 
education etc should not be based on 
religion India allows freedom of rehgion 
and IS not concerned with spiritual or 
religious affaus, and hence it is a secular 
State Contrast this with some Islamic 
States, where everyone has to follow one 
set of ethics and laws Such States do not 
allow freedom of rehgion 

Are six months sufficient for 
clearing IAS? Is it true that 12 hours of 
study per day are required? 

—Dernidn Mundrawal, Uttarkashi (UP) 

There is usually a wrong notion 
among students diat long hours of study 
will result in success in competitive exams. 
What really matters is the quaf/fy of 
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preparabon, along with the quantity If one is not attentave, long 
hours will be fruitless A short study m which one assimilates 
everything, is much better than sibmg for long hours Learn to 
remaii^ fresh and attenbve by takmg short breaks You can be 
successful by studymg for few hours but may spoil your chances 
if you sit with books all day 

What are bulls and bears? How can a person become either? 

—Subrata Choudhury, Puriilia (WB) 
Bulls and bears are stock market terms that refer to traders 
who push up prices (bulls) or those who depress prices of shares 
(bears) You cannot become a bull or a bear—become a stock 
market trader and you can become bull or bear at different 
bmes 

What IS the eligibility for IAS and what is the pattern of 
the paper? 

—Aihhut Gupta Bathmda (Pun/ab) 
For eligibility, syllabus, subjects, please see our Civil Services 
1 xamination Ready Reckoner published in our January '98 issue 
For pattern of questions elc, please see the C ivil Services Mock 
Test published in our April '99 issue 

Please guide me as to how to get admission to IIT? 

—Ankush Aqaruml laipur (Raia'.than) 
You will have to score good marks in the foint Entrance 
Lxammation (ITT JFF) while you are m class 12 The screening 
test for next year is scheduled for January 2, 2000 There arc a 
number of coachmg centres and coircspondence courses available 
for success m IlT-JEfc 

I have cleared entrance exam of NIFT, New Delhi. Can I 
expect a good job after this? 

—Subodlt Timn, Hardwar (U P) 
NIFT IS one of the leading mstitutes of India Graduates of 
NIFT usually get gcxxl jobs The mstitute can also give you details 
of past students and the jobs they were able to get 

What IS DVD? 

—Jyoti Ranjan Panda, Bankt (Orissa) 
The Digital Video Disc (DVD) holds 20 tunes more data than 
a CD-ROM and plays audio and video better than its predecessors 
DVD technology is the next major revolution and manufacturers 
are gettmg ready to launch a number of DVD players in the 
conung years 


Now You Con Post Your Questions At 
bttp;//wwwxompeli<Tonmaster.conji 
^ And dsd At^wers 
' to your Quferies 


A Variety Of 
Cool Shades 

At last (ts 
here the Indian 
summer, com¬ 
plete with Its 
water melons, 
hagg-ling T-shirt 
sellers and the 
good old favou¬ 
rite lemonwala 
Look around 
and you II see Its 

immediate effects clothes with minimal looks to beat the summer 
heat and with it footwears not far behind So with the changing 
trends sandals too have become a fashion statement for men, 
worn just about anywhere and everywhere from college to 
parties to office and with just about anything jeans, pants or 
bermudas 

Coolers from Liberty, offers one of the widest choices of 
sandals for men Take for instance the bold and attractive 
styles of the new sporty range in soft, supple leather in a 
choice of suede, nubuck and matt finish with the enduring 
and popular polysoles This range for the youth which has 
been introduced this season has even in its initial days 
received an overwhelming response Cool comfortable and 
colourful they are designed to add spice to life and going by 
the trends they should become hot favourites with the 
teenagers The more conventional Coolers range of open 
toed strap-ons and slip-ons are available in a wide array of 
colours from the more sober and earthy shades Styles which 
have been very popular with all age-groups who have a sepa¬ 
rate wardrobe 
of summer 
footwear 
So come 
summer if it's 
respite you’re 
looking for slip 
Into the Coolers 
range of 
sandals for men 
from Liberty 
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Civil. imVICEf (MAIMS) IPECIAL 

Details That Breathe 

0 


Your tnsk, after you iiavc worked out 
the purpose and structural pattern of your 
essay, is to fill in the details which will 
transform your plan into a finished com¬ 
position. lo do that successfully, you must 
be aware of two things: first, the need tor 
detailed development; second, the distinc- ; 
tion between details which actually help 
to achieve your purpose and those which 
merely pad your writing without improx’- 
ing it. 

VU*ll-chost*n details make writing more 
meaningful, by making it more specitic. 
Details aa* the illustrative materials with ' 

t 

which a writer develops his general state- ' 
ments so as to convey their full significance | 
to a reader j 

The materials may be actions, ideas, 
sensi'-impressiuns, emotional attitudes, i 
tactual information, statistical data— ! 
they may be almost anything. All that 1 
matters is that they be chosen to create 
deliberate effects and that they do create 
these effects. 

The main source of details for most 
kinds of writing wliich students do in com¬ 
position is the writer's personal observa¬ 
tion. 

For some assignments we may obtain 
our materials from special reading, but 
mostly wc reproduce them from personal 
experience. may report our experience 
directly, as when we describe a scene or a 
person we are looking at. Or, we may re¬ 
view—"see again"—the details in our 
memories. However we do it, our task as 
writers is to give the reader the details 
which he needs to understand what we I 
wish to tcU him. ! 

Details are good when they help the 
writer make himself clear "to the reader. 
Hence, they must be selected to fit the 
writer's purpose. 

Details which have no relation to 
that purpose will be worse than useless; 
fof the concrete quality which makes 
them effective when well chosen will 


make them conspicuous or even mis¬ 
leading when they are inappropriate or 
irrelevant. 

The inappropriate details slip into the 
writing because the writer fails to keep his 
purpose clearly in mind. His theme com¬ 
mits him to present only those details | 
which illustrate a point. But if his mind | 
wanders, lor part of one long sentence, the j 
purpose is defeated. 

For the most part, experienced writ¬ 
ers seldom have to dig hard in their memo¬ 
ries tor the details they will use; their chief 
problem is rather to chixxse from the wealth 
of details at their disposal those which will I 
give the best results. j 

Inexperienced writers may profit by | 
studying their first drafts with a view to ' 
adding details wherever the writing seems , 
too general. This dtws not mean that the j 
insertion of detail is a separate step in the j 
composition of an essay. 

Revision need not be confined to im¬ 
provements in grammar punctuation and 
dictation. If the first draft can be improved 
by adding details which increase vividness 
or improve clarity, they should be added. 
Sometimes, the details may be added in a 
separate paragraph which illustrates the 
ideas expressed in general terms in the first 
paragraph. 

Many of the girls on campus seem 
eager to make themselves as unattractive 
as possible. Their dress is solvently. fl) 
They are indifferent about personal 
grooming. (2) They act as though being a 
coed requires them to dress and look as 
though they were working in a glue fac¬ 
tory. 

Suppose you are writing to a friend 
who intends to come to university next 
year. Supply the necessary details so 
that he will fully understand what you 
mean by the following general state¬ 
ments; 

Freshman week is exciting. Registra¬ 
tion is the worst headache. There is likely 


to be a good deal of confusion during the 
first week of classes. Professors are not a 
special breed of people. Methods of teaclv 
ing vary with the instructors.Assignments 
are going to take longer than they did in 
school. I have already had some useful 
advice from upper classmen. College life 
isn't all work. 

The following is a brilliant example of 
the effective use of details Read it care¬ 
fully. And sec the specific details to the 
autlior's purpose. 

The sea was surging into the litanii's 
hold. The water burst into the seamen's 
quarters Pumps strained in the engine- 
nwins—men and m.»chinery making a fu¬ 
tile fight against the sea. Steadily tlie water 
n)se. 

The boats were swung out—slowly; 
for the deckhands were late in reaching 
their stations, there had been no boat drill, 
and many of the crew did not know to what 
boats they were assigned. Orders were 
shouted, the safety valves had lifted, and 
steam was blowing oft in a great rushing 
roar. 

Slowly the water creeps higher; the 
lore ports of the Titanic are dipping into 
the sea. Rope squeaks thmugh blocks; life- 
bt>ats drop jerkily seaward. Through the 
shouting on the decks comes the sound of 
the band playing ragtime. 

The band plays in the darkness, the 
water lapping upwards: 

Hold me up in mighty waters 

Keep my eyes on things aboi’e. 

Righteousness, divine atonement, 

Peace and everlas.... 

The Utanic stands «on end, poised 
briefly for the plunge. Slowly she slides to 
her grave—slowly at first, and dien more 
qukkly—quickly—quickly. 

The greatest ship in die world has, 
suid(. From the calm, dark waters, where 
the floating lifeboats move, there goes up, 
in the white wake of her passing, "one long 
continimusmoan". 
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India 

The long array of events wWch 
occurred during the months of July 
includes: announcement of a revised 
scheme for partition of Bengal by a 
Government Resolution on July 19, 
1905; Madan Lai Dhingra gunning 
down Col William Curzon Wille, 
Political ADC India Office, on July 1, 
1909; commencement of regular daily 
programmes on July 31, 1924 by the 
Madras Presidency Radio Club; 
opening of Madurai Meenakshi temple 
to Hartjans on July 10,1939; Subhask 
Chandra Bose giving historic call for 
'March on the Red Fort' on July S, 

1943 at Singapore; approving of design 
of Indian Flag on July 22,1947 by 
Constituent Assembly, during its 
fourth session; British Parliament 
passing an Act on July 18,1947 to set 
up dominions of India and Pakistan. 

July 1, in particular, saw the 
launching of a number of new 
ventures. For instance, the State Bank 
of India came into being on July 1, 
1955. A year after, the Registrar of 
Newspapers for India was established. 
Uter, on July 1,1964, while the UTl 
commenced its operation, the IDBI was 
established as a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of RBI. To give boost to her 
Caribi Hatao endeavour the then Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi nationalised 14 
top scheduled banks on July 1969; 
on the same date in 1975 she 
announced her 20-point programme. 
Next, following recommendations of 
Administrative Reforms Commission, 
on July 1,1976, foe Government of 
India constituted Subordinate Services 
Commission. On July 1,1979, Public 
Distribution System was launched by 
NAFED in the States and Unuxi 
Territories; aad. on foe same date in 
1982, MG. Ramachanctran inaugurated 
TamU Nadu noon-meal programme for 




poor children. On July 1,1989, while 
President Venkataraman inaugurated 
the work on 6.30 mw Madras Thermal 
Power Station's first stage at Ennore, 
the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 replacing 
foe 1939 Act, also came mto effect the 
same day. July 1,1996 saw the 
mtroduction of Air-India's direct flight 
to London 


Dedicatory 

Minto, Gilbert John Elliot- 
Murray, who became GG of Canada 
and Viceroy of India, was born on 
July 9,1845 

Chettur Sankaran Nair, 
member of Viceroy Council, 
Journalist author of 'Gandhi and 
Anarchy', was born on July 11, 
1857. 

William Henry Bragg, the 
Bntish Physicist who along with his 
son led to the analyses of substances 
such as DNA, was bom on July 2, 
1862. 

Hansa Mehta, the first lady to 
be elected to Bombay Legislative 
Council, and the founder Vice 
Chancellor, MS University, Baroda, 
was bom on July 3,1897. 

Indumati Sinha, proclaimed 
as 'Didi' by all revolutionaries, 
was born on July 21, 1899 at 
Chittagong. 


Internationa] 

Chi the international scenario the 
events which emerged into 
prominence during foe months of July 
include; foe first Zeppelin making a 
trial flight on July 2,1900; 
enforcement of British National 
Health Insurance Act on July 15,1912; 
Britain tak^ over East African 

1M ■ JULY 19M ■ lifECOlU^ETTriON MASTER 


Protectorate as Kenya Colony on July 
8, 1920; institution of first Football 
World Cup in Montevideo Uruguay 
on July 13, 1930 by FIFA; Frank 
Holder becoming the first Negro 
Chief Justice of British Guiana on July 
2, 1955; installation of first parking 
metres in London on July 10, 1958; 
achievement of the first 'Trans-atlantic 
Transmission' by Telstar-l on July II, 
1962; France proclaiming 
independence of Algeria on July 3, 

1962; Neil Armstrong and Fdwin 
Aldrin setting foot on the Moon on 
July 21, 1969; signing of Shimla 
agreement by Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi and President Z.A. Bhutto on 
July 2, 1972; Mozambique becoming 
free after .500 years of Portuguese rule - 
on July 6, 1975; crashing of Skylab 
(launched in 1973) over West 
Australia on July 11, 1979; McFnroe 
ending five-year old regime of Bjorn 
Borg in Wimbledon Championship, on 
July 4,1981, symbolic declaration of 
Yugoslavian Mate) Caspar as World's 
billionth inhabitant, on July 11,1987 
by the UN General Assembly; signing 
of protocol dissolving Soviet 
Dominated 36-year old convention by 
foe leaders of the six Warsaw 
countries on July 1,1991; Pete 
Sampras becoming first player to go 
above 4000 points in the Association 
of Tennis Professionals during the 
finals of Wimbledon on July 4,1993; 
in the 100th Women final at 
Wimbledon; Steffi Graf winning her 
fifth Wimbledon title on July 3, 1993; 

I arrival of PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, after a quarter century of 
exile, in Palestine-ruled Gaza Strip 
on July 12,1994; with the launching 
of Mozomi on July 4,1998 Japan 
becoming third country after USA 
and Russia to send a mission to 
Mars. 





Model Paragraphs 

0 


"One who has discretion should 
associate with the old." 

—Kautilya 

Discrelion, as the saying goes, is the 
best part of valour that one can display 
in moments of contusion and crisis. It is 
an exceptional asset that enables us to 
exercise judgement without fear or 
favour. It allows an individual the 
freedom to decide for himself what 
should be done, without compromising 
his perceptions and prmciples. A person 
endowed with the rare gift of discretion 
should always use it to enrich his intel¬ 
lectual horizon and worldly wisdom 
There is nothing as enduring and excel¬ 
lent as the company of the old, whether 
human beings, books, monuments, 
scriptures or friends Association with 
the old provides an ample paiof of the 
fact that one possesses in right measuris 
the golden gift of discretion. It is a 
potent possession to be rightly used 
while remaining on the right side of the 
old, who represent maturity, experience, 
steadfastness and, above all, the healing 
touch of warmth and wisdom. Those in 
the company of the old, never feel 
lonely, nor do they undergo the traumas 
of mental unrest and emotional up¬ 
heaval. With discretion enconced in the 
right place in one's personality, the trials 
and travails of life do not unnerve 
because the benign hand of the old is 
always there to lead from darkness to 
light. 

"Hope is the physician o£ every 
miserable." 

— Irish Proverb 

To an ailmg person, a physician's 
prescription is considered a panacea to 
rid him or her of the ailment. To the 
moibid and miserable mental state, 
only h(^ can sustain the drooping 


spirit and the falling morale. Without 
hope, none can imagine the continuity 
of life. With hope, the worst of storms 
and tempests can be steered clear. 
Somctliing positive would turn up at 
the next crossing, is like the curative 
effect of a pill or potion prescribed to 
the patient. Hope, like a never-failing 
friend, stands by us through thick and 
thin It is like the proverbial silver- 
Iming in the dark clouds that loom 
large over the sky and cast darkening 
shadows below. When sufferings strike 
and miseries moul, it is the hallowed 
hope in our hearts that stands out like 
the light-house, to show us the right 
path to reach our destination. The 
hopeful ones always look at life and its 
myriad mysteries with faith in them¬ 
selves. Hope without faith is like a boat 
I without oars or a sword without a 
sheath There is no sorrow' in life that 
cannot be conquered with hope. 

'The worst prison would be a closed 
heart." 

—Anon 

When kfahatma Gandhi talked of 
keeping the windows of mind and 
heart open to the whiffs of fresh ideas, 
he kept his ears and eyes close to 
reality. Any attempt to feed people on 
obsolete rites and rituals, facts and 
fads, whether in the name of religion, 
caste or creed, arc bound to choke the 
thinking streams of life, and render 
human heart, miiid and soul emascu¬ 
lated. Those who refuse to change 
when change is the order of the day, arc 
left behind in the race of life to rue and 
regret and curse the unenviable exist¬ 
ence. A prison made of bars and bricks 
may not torture and torment oui soul 
as much,as a closed heart, devoid of 
thf milk of kindness and compassion. 
There is nothing as troublesome and 


tedious as a closed heart, that denies 
itself the sweet sonorous music of iK^v 
vibrations that knowledge, across the 
globe, sprinkles like rose petals and 
sparkling dew drops. People have 
always preferred to embrace new ideas 
and stimulated their hearts w’ith inspi¬ 
ration that both words and noble deeds 
have spread. Orthodoxy and bigotry, 
like fanaticism and fundamentalism, 
force human heart and mind to lead the 
life of a frog in a well. 

"In order to become the master, the 
politician poses as the servant." 

—Charles De Gaulle 
The imny of political culture across 
the globe becomes manifest—rather 
macabre when politicians of all hues 
and hypes wear the mask of being 
people's servants but, in reality, always 
nurse the ambition of turning the tables 
and become their masters. Having 
manipulated the situation to advantage, 
a down-to-earth politician leaves no 
stone unturned to consolidate his 
position, both as a master tactician as 
well as a upwardly mobile maverick. 
With no holds barred, a successful 
politician uses all types of tactics and 
tricks of the trade to reach the top slot 
and treat the public at large as 'the 
dumb-driven cattle'. Taking the people 
for a ride by wearing die cloak of a 
selfless servant, his every move is 
carefully calculated in terms of acquir¬ 
ing mote and more political power. Pelf 
and power being the sote motives of all 
his practices, the servant-tumed-master 
politician treats the people like a ladder, 
the steps of which take him to the 
summit or zenith of glory. As silent 
spectators, people are made to look 
fotdish because the poUtician has 
outwitted them by posing as a lamb in 
the grab of a woli 
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General Avrareness 

Questions Specially designed for the forthcoming Bank Probationary Officers’ examinations 


1 Before 1999, confidence motion brought by a Union Uov 
ernment was defeated in Lok Sabha m which year^ 

(a) 1990, 1997 {b) 1990,1998 

(c) 1995,1996 id) 1991, 1997 

2 He belongs to People's Demotrahc Party and is the nt w 
President of Nigeria 

{a) General Altaf Obusanjo 
{b) General Olusegun Rawab 

* (t) General Olusegun Obusanjo 

(d) General Abubakar 

3 Who is the chairman of RBI's monitoring group to en 
sure export credit facilities to exporters 

(a) MK Vishwakarma (b) MG brnastava 

(t)YV Reddy (d) RN Talwai 

4 PLO was founded in 1964 to express the nationalist as 
piration of Palestinian Arabs In 1974 the UN granted it perma 
nent observer status and in 1976 PLO became a regular member 
of the Arab league Who became the first elected Presidtnt of 
PLO in 1996’ 

(a) Saddam Hussein (6) Anwar Ibrahun 

(c) Osama bm Laden (d) Yasser Arafat 

5 President Ibrahim Bare Mamassara of_was as 

sassmated by his security guards m Niamey 

(a) Nigeria (b) Niger 

(c) Jordan (d) Iraq 

6 Pulitzer Prize for literature m the year 1999 was given to 

(a) Philip Kotier (b) Sujata bankranti 

(c) Michel Kangham (d) josebaramago 

7 India and Qatar recently bed an agreement on some areas 
durmg the visit of Emir of Qatar bheikh Hamad Bm All Thani On 
which area was the agreement signed’ 

(a) supply of natural gas to India 

(b) avoidance of double taxabon 

(c) encourage busmess between their pnvate sectors 

• (<0 ail die above 

8 Mkram Seth is foe author of 

(a) An equal music (6) Uic collected Poems 

(c) The store raft (d) bofo (n) and (b) 

9 In India highest per capita income IS of whtdi State’ 

(a) Maharashh-a (b) fhmjab 

(c) Onlyfo) (d) both (a) and (li) 

10 Who among foe following is foe winner of B D Goenka 
Award for Journalism’ 

(a)H.K.Dua (ii) N Ravi 

(c) Ram Mohan (d) Ambikanand Sahay 

11. t^liiiqMestUstadAmjadAliKhan'isthenameofabMk 
written by 


(a) Sujata Sanki anti (b) Vikram Chandra 

(c) Gautam Haidar (tf) None of these 

12 Cyril Wash Brook and Godfray Fvan were renowned 
players of England They were associated with which game’ 

(a) Cricket (b) Hockey (c) Polo (d) Ciolf 

13 Dr Jacques Dious is the Director General of 
r(a) FAO (b) WHO (i) UNKPl (d) CRY 

14 Which article of Indian Consbtubon deals with caretaker 
government 

(a) Article 123 (1) (b) Article 73 (a) 

(t) Article 243 (d) None of these 

15 Actordmg to Human Resource De\elopmcnt Minisby, 
India s literacy late as per the 1997 data is 

(rt) 63 2% (l>) 64 3% (1)611% (i/) 64% 

16 Which Indian State has the highest literacy rate’ 

(a) bikkim (b) Mizoram 

(f) Kerala (d) Haryana 

17 The G-IS summit was held in Icbruary 1999 at wlurh 
place’ 

(a) Jamaica (b) Mauribus 

(i) Seychelles (d) India 

18 Mr Abdoul Rouf-Rawabdeh is the Prime Mmister of 

(a) Kosovo (b) Chechanya 

(c) Jordan (d) Yugoslavia 

19 Kmg Hussein of Jordan ruled foi 

(a) 37 years (b) 57 years (i) 46 years (d) 47 years 

20 'Strmges of Preedom' is a name of_on Ustad 

Amjad Ah Khan 

(a) book (b) lilm 

(c) both (a) and (b) (d) none of these 

21 For road construebon business m India foreign equity m 
permitted upto 

(a) 49% (6) 100% (c) 74% (d) 26»« 

22 Who IS the new President of Confederation of Indian 
Industry’ 

(a) KPbmgh (h) DeepakParekh 

(c) JaswantParckh (d) Rahul Bajnj 

23 Name foe new Umon health secretary? 

(fl) KamalPandey (b) Satish Chandra 

(c) BP Singh (d)NKSmgh 

24 Mr K V ICimath is heading a new committee formed by 
RBI to solve the problems of 

(a) Buy back scheme (h) NBPC 

(c) Agro Plantation (d) NPA's 

25 M R Mayya is the new President of. 

(a) Interconnected Stock Exchange 

(b) ICJCt (c) HDPC (d) HUDCO 
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26. Reverrend Jesse Jackson is_of USA 

(a) Pop singer (b) Social worker 

(c) Human Right Activist (d) Special envoy 

27. G-8 meet to discuss the Kosovo crisis was held at: 

(a) Bonn (i>) Brussels 

(c) New York (J) None of these 

28. Name the first feature film to celebrate its premiere, both 
'on line' and 'regular theatre': 

(a) HomeAlone-lV (b) The house ot thunder 

(c) Dead Broke (d) both (h) and (c) 

29. PrcsslcrAmendment is related with’ 

(a) Ban on arm supplies by USA to Pakistan 

(b) Ban on arm supplies by USA to India 

(c) Ban on arm supplies by USA to Iraq 

(d) All of these 

30. Hugo Chavez is the President of. 

(a) Trinidad & Tobago (b) Jordan 

(f) Venezuela (d) None of the.se 

31. Wirld's largest grassroot refinery project with a capacity 
of 27 million tonnes per annum is being set up by Rchance Petro¬ 
leum Ltd at: 

(a) Mathura (l>) )amnagar 

(r) Cuwahali (d) all of these 

32. According to World Competitiveness report presented 
by International Institute for Management Development, Swit¬ 
zerland, India's rank out of 47 countries (in the year 1999) is: 

(a) 39 (h) 37 (c) .36 (d) 34 

33. The mascot of fifth national games was: 

(a) Chai-yo (b) Samsung 

(c) Saigai (d) None of these 

34. The 50th anniversary of (ommonwealth Summit is sched¬ 
uled to be held at: 

(a) Pdinburg (fe) Durban 

(c) Scotland (d) London 

35. Kvert Cup is associated with: 

(a) Lawn Tennis (b) Golf 

(c) Polo (d) all the above 

36. World's highest award in the field of human rights was 
given by King Bouduuin Foundation Development Board of Bel¬ 
gium to: 

(a) Mr Wnkatchaillian of India 
({)) Ms Asma Jahangir of Pakistan 
(f) Nelson Mandela 
(if) Both (a) and (b) 

37. Who was named as the ATP Tour player of the year 1998. 

(a) Pete Sampras 

(b) l,eanderPaes 

(c) Mahesh Bhupathi 

(d) both (b) and (c) 

38. SAFF Coca-Cola Cup Foottiall Tournament was won by: 

(a) Bangladesh (b) Sri Lanka 

(c) India (d) None of these 

39 Asia's first wildlife institute is teing set up at Sikri vil¬ 
lage near. 

(a) Hyderabad (b) Bangalore 


/ (c) Guwahati {d) Faridabad 

^40, In Coca-Cola Cup Cricket Tournament at Sharjah, who 
was adjudged as the Best fielder of the tournament: 

(a) Ajayjadqa 

(b) Venkatesh Prasad 

(c) ShoibAkhtar 

(if) Sachin Tendulkar 

41. The latest book to be written by Salman RusRdie is: 

(fl) The midnigh children 

(h) The moor's light sigh 
(r) The ground beneath her feet 

(d) only (a) and (li) 

42. Rajiv Gandhi Manav Sewa Puraskar was given to: 

(a) Anant Rai K Shah (b) Sunil Dutt 

(c) N.P. Sheshadri (d) None of these 

43. Dhaniish missile is the naval variant of: 

(a) Agni (b) Dhansh 

(c) Prifhvi (d) Nag 

44. Asian BankingAward '99 was giverrto_^by Philip¬ 

pines: 

(a) NABARD (b) SIDBl 

(c) SBI (d) ICICI 

45. During 1998-99, India's Gems and Jewellery export 

was_million dollar. 

(a) 6153 (ii) 6513 (c) 6315 (d) 6351 

46. During 1998-99, EXIM Bank registered net profit of 

Rs_crore 

(a) 239 (b) 239.6 (c) 239.99 (if) 239.44 

47. The Blue bedspread is a book written by: 

(a) Neel Kamal Jha (b) Raj Kamal Jha 

(c) Sujata Sankranti (d) V^Iu'am Chandra 

48. Takazhi Sivasankara Pillai was a_writer and 

Jnanpith award winner. 

(a) Tblugu (b) Malayalam 

(c) Kannada (d) Tamil 

49. Kalinga Prize was given to Prof Ennio Candotti 

of_and Regia Paz Lopez of_. 

(a) Brazil (b) Hiilippines 

(c) China (if) Only (u) and (b) 

50. The eleventh Lok Sabha witnessed three Prime Ministers 
and lasted only for: 

(a) 185 months (h) 16.5 months 

(c) 11.5 months (lO 15.5 mondis 


13. (a) 14. (d) 

19. (d) 20. (b) 

25. (a) 26. (c) 

31. (f») 32. (a) 

37. (a) 38. (c) 

43. (c) 44. (b) 

49. (d) 50. (a) 


ANSWERS 

3. (b) Md) ^ 
9. (d) 10. (a) 11. 

15. (d) 16. (b) 17. 

21. (b) 22. (d) 23. 

27. (a) 28. (d) 29. 

33. (c) 34. (b) 35. 

39. (d) 40. (a) 41. 

45. (a) 46. (c) 47, 


(b) 6. (c) 

(c) 1^. (a) 

(t») 18. (8) 

(c) 24. (d) 

(«) M. (c) 

(«) 36. (b) 

(c) 42. (a) 

(b) 48. (b) 
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QuantHaHve ApHtude 


1 A man paid 9% of his income! in msurance and 11% in 
rent His msurance payment was Rs 360 His payment for the 
rent is (m rupees)' 

(rt) 480 (b) 440 

(c) 550 id) 400 

2 Two equal sums were lent out at 12% and 15% p a 
simple mterest respectively The total mterest earned on the two 
loans m 5 years is Rs 54,000 The total sum lent out is (m rupees) 

(a) 60000 

(b) 80000 

(c) 40000 

(d) 70000 

3 Three numbers are in the ratio of 2 3 4 The sum of 
the Ist and the 3rd number exceeds tl^ 2nd number by 30 The 
sum of the three numbers is: 

(a) 60 (b) 70 

(c) 90 (d) 120 

4 The perimeter of a square field IS 480 m A path of 5 m 
wide runs around outside the field Tlie area of the path (in sq 
metres) is 

(a) 2500 

(b) 16900 

(c) 14400 

(d) 1225 

5 The greatest number of 5 digits which IS divisible by 7, 
11,13 is: 

(a) 98098 

(b) 99946 

(c) 99099 

(d) 97097 

6. In an examination, a candidate who secures 30% of the 
maximum marks hiils by 30 marks, but another candidate who 
secur» 45% of the maximum marks gets 15 marks more than 
necessary for passing- Percentage necessary for passing is: 

(a) 40 (b) 30 

(c) 35 (d) 36 

7. Annual incomes of A and B are m the ratio 4.3 and 
their expenses are in the ratio 3:2. If each of them saves Rs 600 
at die end of the year, the annual income of A is (in rupees); 

(a) 1800 

(b) 2000 

(c) 2200 

(d) 2400 

8. CSvide 54 into two parts such that what 3 times the 
second part is subtracted from the dotfole of the first part, the 
result vAll be 8. Ihe first part is: 

(a) 20 (b) 36 


(c) 34 id) 30 

9 If the sum of four consecutive odd integers be 80, then 
the sum of die greatest and the least among them is* 

(fl) 36 (b) 40 

(c) 42 (d) 44 

10 A number is mcreased by 10% and a second number is 
decreased by 10% to make tiiem equal The ratio of the first and 
the second number is 

(fl) 11 (6) 11 • 9 

(c) 9-11 (d) 3 • 5 

11 Sum of the greatest and the least among die numbers 

12 3 4 


1 ' 2 ' 3'4 
2 3 4 5 


(h) 14 


12 Ihe least mteger multiplied by 432 to make the result a 
perfect square is 

(fl) 2 (h) 3 

(c) 4 (d) 7 

13 The sum of the present ages of father and son is 78 
years 5 years ago, the raUo of their ages was 3 • 1 The present 
age of the father is (in years) 


(c) 63- 


ib) 58- 

(d) 56 


,, , .2x.2x.2+.8x.8xJ . 

14 The simplified value of »s: 

(fl) .84 (6) 10 

" (c) 1 (d) 1 

15 If 9*827 be divisible by 11, the missing digit (*) will be: 

(a) 0 (h) 1 • 

ic) 2 (d) 3 

16. 24 men can build a wall 120 metres long in 18 days. 
Number of men required to build a similar wall 100 metres in 
length in 12 days is' 

(fl) 24 (b) 30 

(c) 20 (d) 36 

17. Each member of a dub donated as many S^rupee notes 
as there were members in the dub to a rdief fund. The total 
amount thus raised is Rs 8405. The number of members in the 
dub is: 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE ijl ’IS IK >.\S 


(a) 92 (b) 41 

(c) 93 (d) 1681 

18. Ilte axeas of a square and a rectangle are equal. The 
length of the rectangle exceeds a side of tite square by 5 cm and 
the breadth of the rectangle is less than a side of the square by 
3 cm. The perimeter of the rectangle (in cm) is: 

(a) 16 (b) 17 

(c) 30 (d) 34 

19. A fort of 1000 men provisioned for 60 days, was 
reinforced at the end of 18 days, and the provisions were 
exhausted at the end of 30 days from that time. The reinforcement 
consisted of: 

(fl) 400 men 

(b) 350 men 

(c) 475 men 

(d) 500 men 

20. A water tank has two supply pipes, one of which delivers 
water at the rate of 100 litres per hour. The tank can be filled by 
die other pipe in 4 hours and by both together in 2 4 hours The 
tank's capacity in litres is. 

(d) 600 (b) 550 

(c) 580 (d) 610 

21. Two trains of lengths 115 and 105 metres are running on 
parallel lines with the respective rates of 30 and 36 km/hr. The 
time of crossing each other, if they run in the opposite direction 
is: 

(a) 10 sec 
(h) 1 min 2 sec 

(c) 8 sec 

(d) 12 sec 

22. The population of a town was 20000. If the number of 
males increas^ by 10% and the number of females decreased by 
6%, the total population would have remained unchanged. The 
number of females is- 

(a) 12500 

(b) 7500 

(c) 15000 

(d) 10000 

23. A grocer buys two kinds of tea costing respectively Rs 
135 and Rs 190 per kg. The proportion in which he must mix 
them so as to make a profit of 15% by sellmg the mixture at the 
rate of 4 kg for Rs 690 is: 

(a) 8: 3 (b) 18 :13 

(c) 81: 31 (d) 4 ; 1 

4 

24. A does of a piece of work m 20 days; he then calls B, 

and they finish the work in 3 days. The time that B would take 
to do the whole work by himself is (in days); 

(a) 40 (b) 37| 

(c) 39 (d) 42 

25. A boy and a girl begin to fill a cistern; the boy brings 4 
litres at the end of every 5 minutes and the girl brihgs 3 litres 
every 6 minutes. The time in which the cistern will be filled, if it 


holds 93 litres is: 

(a) 1 hr 15 min 

(b) 1 hr 10 min 

(c) 1 hr 20 min 

(d) 1 hr 25 min 

26. A number when multiplied by its one-fifth gives 245; 
the number is* , 

(a) 35 (b) 45 

(c) 25 id) 55 

27 Oie man takes 100 steps a minute, each 5 decimetres 
long; another walks 4 km/hr; if they start together the time m 
which one of them will be 75 metres ahead of the other is: 

(a) 4 min 30 sec 

(b) 4 min 20 sec 

(c) 4 min 15 sec 

(d) 4 min 

28. A can beat B by 40 metres in a kilometre race, B can beat 
C by 50 metres in a kilometre race; if A and run a kilometre, the 
distance by which A will win is 

(a) 80 m (b) 84 m 

(c) 88 m (d) 82 m 

29. The ratio in which silver at Rs 15 per gram be mixed 
with silver at Rs 10 per gram so that the resulting mixture be 
worth Rs 13 per gram is: 

(a) 3 • 4 (b) 3 2 

(c) 3 1 (d) 4.5 

30. In the month of July of a certain year, the average daily 
expenditure of an organisation was Rs 68. For the first 15 days of 
the month, the average daily expenditure was Rs 85 and for the 
last 17 days, Rs 51. The amount expended by the organisation on 
the 15th of the mondi is (in rupees): 

(fl) 34 (b) 31 

(c) 36 (d) 37 

31 The average age of 8 men, 7 women and 1 boy is 45 
years, that of the 8 men teing 48 years and of the 7 women being 
46. The age of the boy is 
(fl) 15 years 

(b) 16 years 

(c) 13 years 

(d) 14 years 

32. The least number of three digits which must be 
subtracted from die least number of six digits in order that the 
remainder may be exactly divisible by 123 is: 

(fl) 124 (b) 134 

(c) 154 (d) 114 

33. If the radius of a circle be increased 5%, then the 

percentage increase of its area will be: * 

(fl) ej (b) 9^ 

(c) io| (d) n~ 

34. The price of an article first itKreases by 10% and titen 
decreases by 10%. Hie final percentage-change of price will be: 

(fl) 1% decrease 
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(b) 1% increase 

(c) 2% deaease 
{d) 2% increase 

35. The least integer added to 789 x 781 to make the result 
a perfect square is: 

(fl) 12 ib) 14 

(c) 16 (d) 18 

36. In traversing a distance from a station to the next one 
the driver increases the speed of the train by 5% and thus the 
percentage decrease of time will be: 

(«) 4|| ») 4 

(0 3;| (4) 

37 Three numbers are m the ratio of 3 4 5, their H C F is 
7 Their L.C.M. is- 

(a) 300 (b) 360 

(c) 420 (d) 490 

38 A vessel contains 30 litres of petrol and kerosene mixed 
m the ratio 5 :1. If 5 litres of kerosene are added, the new ratio 
of petrol and kerosene becomes. 

(a) 5 : 3 

(b) 3 5 

(c) 5 • 2 

(d) 5: 4 

39 There are 50 questioas in a question paper, each carrying 


2 marks 


answered incorrectly. A student answering all the questions got 
65, the number of questions correctly answered being. 

(a) 34 (b) 36 

(c) 38 (d) 40 

40. The amount of water which must be added to 12 litres 
of milk at Rs 10 a litre, to reduce the price to Rs 8 a litre is (in 
litres)- 

(fl) 4 (b) 3 

(c) 3.5 (d) 2 

41. A number on being divided by 5 and 7 successively 
leaves remainders 2 and 4 respectively The number on division 
by 36 leaves the remainder: 

(fl) 12 (b) 18 

(c) 25 (d) 22 


_8 

11 


is: 


(Wf 

(c)f 


43. The ratio of Trainfare and Busfare from Calcutta to 
Siliguri is 3 :2. If Busfare be increased by 15% and Tramfare be 
increased by 10% the ratio of new Tramfare and new Busfare will 
be: 

(a) 11:15 

(b) 13:17 

(c) 33:23 

(d) 23:33 

44. Some articles were distributed amongst A, B and C in 
such a way that A got 5/12th part and B got 7/16th part ot die 
total num^r of articles. The least number of articles C got was: 

(fl) 6 (b) 7 

(c) 8 (d) 9 

45. The smallest integer that can produce remamders of 2, 

4,6 and 10 when divided by 3,5,7, and 11 respectively is. 

(fl) 104 

(b) 1154 

(c) 419 

(d) 1165 

46. If a shopkeeper uses a weight of 950 gms for 1 kg, a 
customer will lose in buying 24 kilograms by a quantity of- 

(fl) 1 kg 150 gms 

(b) 1 kg 200 gms 

(c) 1 kg 250 gms 

(d) 1 kg 300 gms 

47. A rectangular pot of length 20 cm, breadth 15 cm and 
height 10 cm is half filled with water 300 cu cm more water is 
added to it. The increase in the level of water is. 

(fl) 1 cm (b) 1.2 cm 

(c) 2 cm (d) 3 cm 

48. When A earns Rs 4, B earns Rs 5; when B earns Rs 6, C 
earns Rs 7 and when C earns Rs 8, D earns Rs 9 The ratio of 
earnings of A, B, C and D is: 

(fl) 240:192 : 280 : 315 

(b) 280 : 315 : 240:192 

(c) 315 : 280 : 240 :192 
id) 192 : 240 : 280 : 315 

49. In a room ttiere are 12 men, one-half of which belong to 
club A, one-third belong to club B and one-fourth belong to bofii 
clubs. The number of men who belong to neither is- 

(fl)3 (b)4 ' 

(c)5 id) 6 

50 The average daily temperature from 9th to 16th April 5 
(both days inclusive) was 30° C and that from 10th to 17th s 
April (both days inclusive) was 29° C. The temperature on 
9th April was 40 C. The temperature on 17th April was I 
therefore: 

(fl) 34.4°C 

(b) 32‘C 

(c) 39°C 

(d) 33.3°C 
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_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. {b) Let mcome = Rs x 

A.T.S. 9% of X = 360 X = 4000 
Amount of rent = 11% of 4000 = Rs 440 

2. (b) xx-^x5 + xx-i^x5 = 54000=>x = Rs40000 
^ ' ' 100 100 

Total sum lent out = 2x = 2 x 40000 = Rs 80000 

3. (c) Let the nos. be 2x, 3x, 4x 

A.T.S. 2x + 4x = 3x + 30 => x = 10 
Their sum = 9x = 90 


Reqd sum of least and greatest s 2 + 5 s 7 

12. (b) 432 * 2 x 2 x 2 x 2 x 3 x 3 x3 

Reqd least integer = 3 

13. (d) Let father's present age be x years 

Son's present age * 78 - x years 

A.T.S X = 56 years 

78-X-5 1 

14- (c) -fSxT = a + b = .2 + .8 = l 

' a'^ + b^-ab 

15 (a) Sum of digits at odd places s9-t-8'f7s24 
Sum of digits at even places = x + 2 
Difference = 24-x-2 = 22-x 


4. (a) Side of a square field ^ 


Perimeter 


= 120m 


Area of path = (120 + 5 x 2)^ -120^ = 2500 

5. (c) L.C.M. of 7,11,13 = 1001, 

Greatest no. of 5 digits = 99999 

When 99999 is divided by 1001, we get remainder = 900 
Reqd no. = 99999 - 900 = 99099 

6. (a) Let the total marks be x 

A.T.S. 30% of X + 30 = 45% of x -15 => x = 300 

Passing marks = 30% of 300 + 30 = 120 

120 

Reqd passing percentage = = 40 

7. (d) Let the annual incomes of A and B be Rs 4x and 3x 

respectively 

4X-600 3_ 


3X-600 


x = 600 


••• A's income = 4x = 4 x 600 = Rs 2400 

8. (c) Let the first part be Rs x 

.-. lind part =» 54 - x 

A.T.S.2X -3(54 -x) = 8 => x*34 

9. (fc) X + (x + 2) + (x + 4) + (x + 6) » 80 =» X = 17 

Reqd sum = x + x + 6 = 2x + 6»2xl7 + 6*40 

10. (c) 110% of 1st no.» 90% of End no. 


or ^00 ’ 


or ““ jY "0- “ "O* * y) 

11 M 1 2 3 4 

11. (c) T'T'I'I 

2 3 4 5 

orIx|,2»f,3x|,4x| 

or 2,3,4,5 


Reqd digit ® 0 

[ If the diff. is 0 or divisible by 11, then the no. is divisible 
by 11) 

16 (b) Length (in m) Days Men 
120 18 24 

100 12 X 

Less length less men 120 • . 24 ■ x 

Less days more men 12 :18 J ’' 

.-. X X 120 X 12 = 24 xlOO xl8 =:> x = 30 


17. (6) Total no. of 5-Re notes ! 


-= 1681 


Reqd no. of members = ^1681 = 41 

18. (d) Let the side of a square be x cm 

A.T.S. x^ = (x + 5) (x - 3) (Area of a sq = Area of a 
15 


=» x = 


rectangle 
Side^ = L xB 


Perimeter of a rect = 2(L + B) = 2 (x + 5 + x - 3) 

= 4x + 4 = 4x^ + 4 = 34 cm 

19. (a) Remaining days - 60 -18 * 42 

Days Men 

42 1000 

30 X 

Inverse variation 42; 30 a x: 1000 
1000 x 42 

X.—.1400 

Reqd. no. of men or reinforcement * 1400 -1000 a 40 O 

20. (a) Let the time taken by 1st pipe to fill the tink be x hours 

1 

4- 

Capacity of the tank ■ 100 x6 a 600 / 

21. (d) Ibtal distance to be covoed • IIS 4 105 a 220 nt* 

■ • 

Relative speed a 30 4 36 ■ 66 km/hr a 66 m/sec 
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( they are nuuung in opp direction) 
Reqd time * ss 12 sec 

s 

22 (a) Let die no of females be x 

No of males = 20000 - x 

ATS (20000-X) 

X = 12500 

23 (a) Let the quanhties of two kmds of tea be x and y kg 

respectively 

TotalCP = 135x + 190y 

CPx(10 0 + p%) 

100 

= (13Sx + 190y)x 

Total quantity of both types of tea = x + y kg 
ATS (135x + 190y)x]^.^°(x + y) 

X 8 

=> y=jorx y = 8 3 

M (b) The whole work will be done by A m 20 x | =25 days 

4 1 

Remaming work * 1 - * g which is fmished by both 
in 3 days 

5 

Both can do the whole work m 3 x j =15 days 
Their one day's work = 

B'soneday'swork=4 

75 1 

B alone will do the work m — ~ 2 

5 (a) In 1 hr, a boy goes 12 tunes 
He bangs 48 / 

In I hr, a girl goes 10 tunes, she bangs 30 1 
After 1 Ik the vol of empty cisteni * 93 -(48 + 30) = 15 1 
In next 15 mm, a boy goes 3 tunes, so he bangs 12 /, in 12 
min, a girl goes 2 tunes, 

• • She brings 6 litres 
' The dstem is filled m 1 hr 15 mm 

(The cistern will not be filled ml hr 10 mm becausemlO 
min, a bof Iniings 8 / and a girl brings 3 i (as she brmgs 3 
/ at the end of 6 fnin.) we need 15 i) 


26 (a) xxj = 245 => x = 35 

27 (fl) A's speed = 5 x 100 dm/sec 

500 , , 

= — m/min = 50m/inm 

B s speed = 4 km/hr = —- - m/min 


m/mm 


Let the reqd tune be x mm 


ATS Mx-50x = 75 => x = | mm(D«Sxt) 

3 2 ' ' 

X = 4 mm 30 sec 

28 (c) If A covers lOOO m, B covers 960 m 
A ^ 1000 ^ 25 
B 960 24 

B _ 1000 20 

C ~ 950 * 19 

A^_B_25 20 _ 125 
B C~24^19~il4 
A _ 125 ^ 8 _ 1000 
C “ 114 8 “ 912 

It means if A covers 1000 m, C covers 912 m 
tlie distance by w hich A will win = 1000 - 912 = 88 m 


2^ (b) 


By the method of mixtures 


13-10 15-13 

1C 3 2 

30 (a) Reqd amoimt= 15x85 + 17x51-68x31 = 34 

31 (d) Hieageofboy = 45x(8 + 7 + l)-8x48-7x46=:14 

32 (fl) If we divide the smaUcst 6'digit no i e 100000, 

we get remamder as 1 

Reqd no = 123 + 1 = 124 

( We need the no of 3 digits to be subtracted) 

33 (c) Area of a cucle = 

Reqd % mcrease m area 


= uoo J 


•xl00=10- 


34 (a) Let the ongtnal price be Rs x 

, 1 . iL . 90 99 

the final price = jqo 100 “ 100 

Totaldecrease = x-^?^ = ^- 


.% decrease = •Joo ^ 
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35. (c) 789 x 781 = (780 +9) (780 + 1) 

= 780^ + (9 + 1) 780 + 9 X 1 
= 780’ + 10 X 780 + 9 
= 780*+ 2 x 780 x 5 + 5’-5’ + 9 
= (780 + 5)’ -16 (By completing the squares) 
Reqd no to be added to make the result a perfect square 


= 16 

36. (a) Let the origmal speed =■ x km/hr 

. Increased speed = 105% of x = 

Let the time taken be t hrs and decrease % in time = y 
D = S xt 


.-. X ;<t = 



of I => y = 4 


16 

21 


37. (c) As HCF of nos. = 7 and their ratio = 3:4:5 
.-.Nos are 3 X 7,4 X 7,5 X 7 
Their LCM = 3 x 4 x 5 x 7 = 420 


38. (c) Petrol = x 30 = 251 
5vl 

.• Kerosene = 51 


. 25 25 5 

Nowraho= = 


39. (6) I^t the no. of questions answered correctly be x 


A.I.S. X X 2 + (50 - x) (- I) = 65 => x = 36 
40. {b) Total cost of 121 of milk = 12 xlO = Rs 120 
Reduced Rate = Rs 8 per litre 


120 

Quantity must be —g = 151 


Amount of water which must be added = 15 -12 = 31. 
41. (d) Let the last quotient be 0 


We get no. = 5(7x 0 + 4) + 2 = 22 

5 

22 

Which when divided by 35, 

7_ 

4 - 2 

vve get R = 22 


0-4 


Wc can also solve the question by takmg quotient as 1 
42. (c) I = .25, I = .4, I = .625, = .727 


_ . _ 1 * 8 _ 43 

Reqd.Sum=4 + £j-^- 

43. (c) Let the train fare be Rs x and bus fare be Rs y 
x 3 


Reqd. Ratio = 


110 115 22 

—x+-y = — 

100 lOO-' 23 


£-^x- = — 
y ~ 23 2 “ 23 

44. (b) Let the total no. of articles be x 

^ ,xx5 . 7 . 7 

Cgets = x- (“i 2 “ + i6*)= 4 gX articles 

As the no. of articles got by C can't be a 
fraction 

7 ' 

to be an integer the least value of 

X must be 48. 

7 

The least no of articles got by C = ^ x 48 = 7 

45. (6) 3 5 7 11 

1 ± i_ IL 

111 1 

LCM of 3,5,7,11 = 1155 
, Reqd. no. = 1155 - 1 = 1154 

46. (b) In buying 1 kg, a customer loses = 1000 - 950; c. 50 gi 

••• " "24 .= 50 X 24 = 1200 gn 

= 1 kg 200 gm 

47 {a) Let the increase in level of water be h cm. 

A.T.S. L X B X increase in level of water = 300 cu cm. 


20 X 15 X h = 300 =:>h = 1 cm. 


48. (d) A : B • C 
4 : 5 

6 : 7 
or 24 : 30 : 35 


A : B : C D 

24 : 30 : 35 

8 • 9 

le 24x8'30 x 8 : 35 x 8 : 35x 
or 192 : 240 280.315 


1 

49. (c) n(A) = No. of men which belong to club A = 12 x £ = 

12 

n(B) = No. of men which belong to club B = ^ = 4 
n(A n B) = No. of men which belong to both clubs 



n(Ay B) = n(A) + n(B)- n (Afi B) 

=6+4-3=7 

No. of men which belong to at least one club 

= n (A(jB) = 7. 

No. of men which belong to neither = 12 - 7 = 5 
50. (b) Total temp from 9th to 16th (both days inclusive) 

Total temp from lOlh to 17th = 30 x 8 = 240”C ...(f 

= 29 x 8 =‘232 ...(i 


Subtracting (it) from (t), we get 
temp on 9th - temp on 17th = 240-232 
40-x = 8 .•.x=32»C ; 

(Temp on 9th April = 40“ C, Temp on 17th = 79"C) 
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Test of Reasoning-1 


/ 

Qs. M. Find the odd-man out* 


1. 

(«) 

AFDC 

(b) 

JOML 

(c) 

PVSR 


(d) 

UZXW 

ie) 

HMKJ 



2. 

(fl) 

YUW 

ib) 

RMP 

ic) 

PLN 


(d) 

HDF 

ie) 

TPR 



3. 

(«) 

AC3G 

ib) 

DE5N 

ic) 

BEllR 


id) 

HJ5W 

ie) 

DF8Q 



4. 

(«) 

DTU 

ib) 

ESW 

iO 

FRY 


id) 

GQA 

ie) 

HPD 




Qs. 5 to 10 aie based on the letter, number and symbol 
arrangement given below: 

9DBLA8C + 7KAM4E3 
05NR2X4H + Q6J7eW 

5. What IS the ratio between the number of symbols and 
letters in the above series? 

(o) 1:2 (b) 1: 3 (c) 3 : 4 

Id) 2: 3 (e) None of these 

6. If all the numbers that are foUowed by a symbol were 
added together, the total would be: 

(<i)^21 ib) 28 (c) 19 

{d) 23 (e) None of these 

7. How many letters are preceded by a symbol? 

(a) 2 (b) 3 (c) 4 (d) 5 (e) 6 

8. What is the ratio between the frequency of numbers 
and letters? 

(a) 3 : 4 (b) 4 : 5 (c) 5: 6 

(d) 5:7 (e) None of these 

9. DAisto 86 as 8 K is to; 

(a) M + (b) Q (c) 6H 

(d) 8N (e) ^ N 

10. Which of tire following set is different from the others^ 

(a) M450 (b)R2 + H (c) 5«4J6 

(d)5N4X (e) KA3E 

Qs. 11 to 14 ate based on the word DISCOVERY: 

11. Which of the following words is different from the 
others? 

(a) VERY ib) COVER (c) DISC 

(d) OVER (e) DIVE 

12. Which (d die following words is different finm die others? 

(a) RIVER (b) CODE (c) SCORE 

(d) DRIVE (e) DISCO 

13. ff all the letterd<ff the word DiSCOVERV were arrar^ed 
alphabetically, whkh lettKS would remain at the same positiem? 

(a) E (b) 0 and Y (c) D and E 

(d) R and Y (e)' None 


14. If the 1st, 3id, 4th and 6di letters were picked up from 
the alphabetically arranged letters of the word, which popular 
word can be formed with these four letters? 

Qs. 15-19. In each of the following question, a word is 
given followed by a code, each code figure representing one of 
the letters from the word. The same code is applied to all die 
words. Your task is to find out the right code for letters given in 
boxes. 


18. glHANQE 


(a) A <b)t) 

16. golBen 

(0)9 

WD 

(a)t 

(900 

(a)0 (b)A 

17. IHIaTURE 

<o)n 

W| 

Wg 

(9m> 

WA wo 

18. oeatQb 

(c)i 

(d)m 

(a) A 

0)0 

wv w e 

19. retIDl 

(o)A 

(d)9 

(a)0 

(Dm 

we <b)m 

(0)0 

(d)A 

(a)c3 

(DO 


20. According to the above codes, which of the set of 
figures would be the code for TEACH? 


O oi K A Cr ffrlO 'V' 9 € Ofcl A Q 9 € oa 

fd; A V 9 © ® 9 C V ™ 

Qs. 21 to 23 are based on the information given below: 

+ means 'is bigger than' 

X means 'is smaller than' 

O means 'is not equal to' 

□ means 'is equal to'. 

21. If AC □ BA and C X A, then: 

(fl)AQB (b) A+B 

(d) B o C (e) None of these 

22. IfAB + BCandCDQAthen; 

(a) D xA (W B o D 

(d) C □ A (e) None of these 

23. AD □ BC and D xfl therefore: 

(a) D Q B (b) C □ A 

{dj A-fC (e) None of these 

24. Ist September of a year falls on Wednesday. The first 
thursday of Ortober happens to be die birdiday of %obha. Her 
brother Arun's birthday is exaedy six weeks ahead. On which 
day would Arun celebrate his birthday? 

(«) 16th Nov (b) 17di Nov (c) IBfii Nov 
(d) 19th Nov (e) None of dww 


(c) B+A 
(c) B+A 
(c) BoC 
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25. In a family of eight, four women A, B, C and D and 
men W, X, Y and Z, the old couple has a married daughter and 
a married son. The son has a daughter and the daughter has 
a son. 

C IS B's grandmother. 


Y is W's son-in-law. 

X is CYs son. 

According to the above information, A is Z's : 
(a) daughter (6) wife (c) sister 

(d) mother (e) aunt 


_ NON-VERBAL SERIES _ 

Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figuies and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You have to find 
out which of the Answer Figures would come next in the series of Problem Figures. , 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


ANSWER FIGURES 


26 . 


27 . 


28 . 


29 . 


30 . 


31 . 


32 . 


33 . 


34 . 


35 . 


36 . 


37 . 


38 . 




6 


2 

9 


tD 


s 

m 

—P 

a 

a 

\ 

V 


% 


Y? 

O 

□ 

Y □ 
Oi 

? O 
□ ? 

i □ 
0 

T 

«i»o 
□ Y 

AW 
® a. 

w 

V? 

e 

IBS 

V 

0 

w 

® 

A w 

< 







V-O A 
Yi)- 
-0 

i-0 A 
Y <!,>- 

iO- A 
Y ci.>- 


iO- Y 
A<1.>- 

A a 

4f 

o 

^ A 
□ O 

□ 0 

4f 

A 


4f A 

o □ 

< 

1 ^ 

i 

1 

> ■ 


u 

U 

U 

O o 

X ♦ 

O O 

4- X 
o 

O 

+ 

o 

o 4- 

o 

4- 

X o 



E5 



V w 

o 

0 + 

O + 

V □ 

O □ 
+ 

0 H 

+ H 
□ 

O X 

□ X 
H 

+ T 







A 

B 

c 

D 

E 

a 




®. 

1=—p 

.'5 

a 


a; 


\ 




□ 

o 

f Y 

□ 

O 

‘P Y 

□ 

o 

i Y 

□ 

O 

i Y 

□ 

O 

e V 

w 

V© 

V 

0 

V 

©>7 

A 

0 ^ 
w 



a 

a 

1^ 

a 

Y 

A 

-0 

A 

Yi>- 

0- 

a 

A 

Y A, -C 
0- 

□ 

* 

VO 

□ 

4= 

AO 

□ 
4: 
0 A 

□ 0 
4: 
A 

□ 

4: 

0 A 

y 

y 

y 

y 

y 

4- o 

+ O 

4- o 

o 

o 

o + 

o 4* 

O 

4- + 

♦ + 




O 


« T 
T 

□ X 

H T 
□ 

X T 

T X 
□ 

H T 

H T 
X 

□ T 

X x' 
+ 

□ T 



L.. 


_ 
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40 . tn^ ^S' ^ i\nJ fiAj lAtj fiAj ryiJ 

4,. ^ 


w ^ ^ 



^ ^ ^ 




X 

a. 

> 

* )C 

< 

Q.-D 

Y 

o- 

a£o 


4, 't A, i. 

3: 3t ^ 9t & 



)( 0 


r f 





d II 


r 11 




"V ‘b 


[u O [0 


y 


n n 0 D a 



"b/- ‘V 

«r^ «r^ /4 


HI 101 




82 . 








































































































B 


56. 


57. 


58. 


59. 


60. 


>e 

R 


XA 

e 






u n A 
L + 

1 

□ _n 
A u 

L 

0A2 

□ 

A 

A^ 

A L 
V 

O0<? 

ru O 
□ 

K 

A 


X 

/ 

□ O 

O fix 
^/p\ 

A O 

A 

0 ^ 

A O 


61. 


ez. 


63. 


64. 


65. 




H 



/\ 

F\ 

V 



in 



t? 

u 

*S) 


© 



n c 

□ u 

9 -o 
6 

V < 

> A 

C ) 

/-> v.y 

cb 0* 

■0 9 


in each of the following questions, figure 1 has a definite relationship with figure II. You have to find out from the answer 
figures A, B, C, D and E, the figure, that would have an identical relationship with figure HI: 


PROBLEM FIGURES 

II III IV 


ANSWER RQUR^ 
BCD 


66. 

B A 

9 X 

m 

U a 

"LT PI 

7 

67. 

> 

v> 

i 

? 

68. 

dD 



7 

69. 

IbI 

m 


m 

70. 

H 

B 

4 

7 


a M 

cj 

D JT- 

b; r 

a < 

a ^ 

fcj pq 

42-K, 

mXv 

•-rKh 








B 

1^ 

Bail 


1^ 

c4 

pP 

A 
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71. 





• ° 

• ' —o 

gjj 

? 




? 

O D 
_V 


O 31 

9 

<=i 

? 


% 

%■ 

? 



V 

7 


m 

m 

S 


Rgl 

11^ 






<|» 





X 


m 


X 







ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


Qs. 1-4. For solving these questions write the alphabets from A 
to Z and number them from 1 to 26 
1. (c) 2. (b) ^ (c) 4 (r) 

5. id) 8 and 12 6. (a) 

7. (c) BMQ and W 8 (c) 

9. (b) Count the places from left and right 

10. (c) 

11. (e) In ail the other words, the letters occur together 

12. (fl) All letters should be fixjm the main word. This one has 

an extra 'R'. 


13. (b) CDEIORSVY 14 RICE 

Qs. 15-19. For solving the next set of questions, match the 
letters of the word with common codes,eg, ENG occur in 15 th and 
16th, so do three codes, but in 16th only E and N occur That toould 
help in finding out codes. 


15. (b) 

16. (e) 

17. (c) 

18. (d) 

19. (b) 

20 . (c) 

21 . (b) 

22 . (a) 

23. (d) 

24. (c) 




CW 



X B 


Qs. 26-55. For answering the next type cf questions, study each 
figure independently as well as in its relationship with other figures 
The following guidelines might prove helpful in solving these 
questions: 

(i) The small figures as well as the central figures may 
rotate or move clockwise, anti-clockwise, ri^t-left, up-down, 
fitom comer to comer or along certain fixed points. All the figures 
need not move in the same direction. Their pace of movement 
may i>ly> be different. Some move at a regular pace and some 
gain or toSiei stap with each movement. {Examples: 26,28,29,30, 
3^ 33,43,55 etc.) 


(it) Some figures may gain or lose a part according to a 
set pattern (Examples: 27, 31, 34, 39, 41, 42, 44, 48, 51 etc.) 

(lit) Some figures may disappear and others m.iy appear 
to take their place accordmg to a set pattern (Examples- 35, 37 
etc) 

(iv) Sets of figures may have lertain relationship among 
them as in question 47, where if you make sets of two, you can 
see a pattern. 


26. B 

27 E 

28. D 

29 C 

30. A 

31 E 

32. A 

33. B 

34 C 

35. A 

36. D 

37 D 

38. B 

39. E 

40. C 

41. B 

42 E 

43. D 

44. E 

45. B 

46 A 

47. B 

48. C 

49 D 

50. B 

51. C 

52 C 

53 B 

54. E 

55. C 




56. D. All the others have two arcs and one straight line. 

57. B The pattern is wrong. 

58. D. In all the others, three figures have the same number of 

sides, two have one side less and yet another one, one 
side less than the two figures. 

59. A .All the ofiier figures have three straight hnes This one 

has four. 

60. E. The pattern in which the figures go inside one another K 

wrong. 

61. B. The position of small figures is wrong. 

62. B. The inner figure ou^t to have two sides less than die 

outer figure. 

63. D. Only one side should have a curve; this one has two. 

64. C. The direction of arrows is wrong. 

65. D. The relationship among the figures does not follow the 

set pattern. 

66 . B 67. D 68. A 69. C 

70. C 71. B 72. A 73. E 

74. B 75. A 
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Test off Reasoning - 2 


Qs. 1*6. In each of the following questions, a number of 
series is given. Below this series, a number is given followed 
by blank spaces (A), (B), (C), (D) and (E). After understanding 
the pattern in the given number series, you have to form another 
number series in the same order, starting from the given 
number. i 



1 486 324 216 144 96 7 Which ot the candidates got the maximum number of 

243 (A) (B) (C) (U) (F) votes? 

Which of the followmg numbers would come at tlie place of (1) A (2) B (3) C (4) D (5) E 

(D)? 8 How many more votes did the wmner get from his 

(1) 72 (2) 54 (3) 48 nearest rival? 

(4) 42 (5) None of these (1) 70 (2) 60 (3) 40 (4) 30 (5) None of these 

2. 16 33 65 131 261 9 What was the percentage of votes (approximately) that 

11 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) were cast m favour of the cmididate who got the least nurnber of 

Which of the followmg numbers would come at the place of votes? 

(C)7 (1) 11% (2) 12% (3) 16% (4) 14% (5) None of these 

(1) 91 (2) 136 (3) 201 10 How many votes were cast m favour of D? 

(4) 103 (5) None of these i (1) 2640 (2) 2710 (3) 2630 

3 17 18 22 31 47 (4) 2620 (5) None of these 

24 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 11 What is the dilKerence in the percentage of votes given 


Which of the followmg numbers would come at the place of 
(E)? 

(1) 85 (2) 89 (3) 91 

(4) 79 (5) None of these 

4 9 8 14 39 152 

5 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the following numbers would come at the place of 
(B)? 

(1) 6 (2) 8 (3) 10 

(4) 12 (5) None of these 

5. 2 4 8 3 9 27 

4 (A) (B) (Q (D) (E) 

Which of the followmg numbers would come at the place of 

(B)? 

(1) 8 (2) 16 (3) 32 

(4) 64 (5) None of these 

6. 144 169 196 225 256 

25 (A) (B) (C) (D) (E) 

Which of the followmg numbers would come at the place of 

(E)? 

(1) 81 (2) 100 (3) 99 

(4) 104 (5) None of these 

Qs. 7 to 11 are based on the information provided below: 
Five candidates A, B, C, D and E contesting in an election 
got the votes from area P where the number of voters was 7000 
and from the area Q where the number of voters was 8000 as 
follows; 


to C and B? 

(1) 35% (2) 4% (3) 45% 

(4) 5% (5) None of these 

Qs. 12-16 Read the following statements carefully and 
answer the questions that follow: 

(i) Five teams A, B, C, D and E participating in a quiz 
contest are named after the famous leaders Shivaji, 
Subhash, Pratap, Bhagat Smgh and Laxmi Bai, but not 
m the same order. 

((() Each team lias a flag of its own The colours of the flags 
are orange, blue, red, yellow and green. 

(ui) A and E do not have green or yellow flags nor do they 
belong to Shivaji or Subhash teams. 

(tv) The names of Laxmi Bai and Pratap have not been 
given to teams C or D. 

(v) The flag of Subhash team is ted and that of Pratap is 
blue. 

(vi) The colour of A is not orange and that of B is not 
yellow. 

(vti) The names of Bhagat Singh and Subhas]) have not been 
given to teams B or C. 

12. Which team has the blue flag? 

(1) A (2) B (3) C (4) D 

(5) Data is inadequate 

13. What is the colour of Laxmi Bai team's flag? 

(1) orange (2) blue (3) red 

(4) yellow (5) green 
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14. Which team has an orange flag? 

(1) Shivaji (2) Pratap (3) Laxmi Bai 

(4) Bhagat Singh (5) Subhash 

15. What is the colour of C's flag? 

(1) red (2) green (3) yellow 

(4) blue (5) orange 

16. Which of the foUowing statements is wrong’ 

(1) The flag of Shivaji team is red 

(2) The flag of team B is green 

(3) D is called the Subhash team 

(4) A is called team Pratap and its flag is blue 

(5) Team C is called Bhagat Smgh team and its flag is 
yellow. 

17. A clock is placed on a table with its face upwards. The 
time is quarter to five and its hour needle is pomtmg towards 
south-west. In which direction is the long needle pointing’ 

(1) north-west (2) east (3) south 

(4) north-east (5) north 

Qs. 18-20. A man bought two varieties of mangoes. In one 
of the varieties, each mango weighed 200 grms and he bought 
it at the rate of Rs 15 per kg. In the other type, each mango 
weighed 250 grms and the cost was Rsl6 per kg. Then he sold 
the first type of mangoes at Rs 4 per piece and the second type 
at the rate of Rs 5 per piece. Now answer the following 
questions: 

18. If the total weight of fire mangoes was 7 kl and 400 grms 
and the total number of pieces, 33, how many mangoes oi the 
second variety (weighing 250 grms each) did he buy’ 

(1) 14 (2) 15 (3) 16 (4) 17 

(5) None of these 

19. What is the total amount that he spent in buying the two 
types of mangoes? 

(1) Rs 115 (2) Rs 120 (3) Rs 124 (4) Rs 140 

(5) None of these 

20. How much profit (approxunately) did he make by selling 
the mangoes? 

(1) 23.2% (2) 28.7% (3) 25 5% (4) 248% 

(5) None of these 

Qs. 21-26. In each of the following questions, a pair of 
words is given that have a certain relationship between them. 
Your task is to find out from the given options, the pair of 
words with similar relationship between them. 

21. jaguar: rocket. 

(2) moon: earth 
(4) nver: lake 


(1) Vikrant; ship 
(3) flemingo: duck 
(5) train: engine 

22 . asans: yoga. 

(1) coins: currency 
(3) games: Olympics 
(5) mudras: dance 

23. water: hydrogen. 

(1) gold:mineral 
(3) salt:sodium 
(5) tree: forest 

24. tiigonometiy: madiematics 


(2) currents: ocean 
(4) eyes; sight 


(2) coal: ashes 
(4) tea: leaves 


(1) surgery : physiotherapy (2) geography ; climate 

(3) ecology : forest (4) theft: robbery 

(5) accountancy: commerce 
25. Neptune: Pluto. 

(1) petroleum • kerosene (2) zinc : copper 

(3) sun . moon (4) galaxy: Milky Way 

(5) air water 
26 Neil Armstrong : moon 
(1) Columbus : America (2) Hillary : Mt Everest 

(3) Yun Gagarm: space (4) Marco Polo : China 
(5) Vasco de Gama : Malabar Coast 
Qs. 27 to 29 are based on the following diagram. In the 
diagram, the big square represents children, the circle 
represents the section of children who go to school, the rectangle 
represents the children who work in factories and the triangle 
represents orphans. All the sections of the figures are 
numbered. 



27 Which of the number represents the section of orphaned 
children who do not go to school and work in factories? 

(1) 3 (2) 6 (3) 7 (4) 8 

(5) None of these 

28 What does number 6 represent? 

(1) Orphaned children who go to school and work in 
factories 

(2) Orphaned children who go to school but do not work in 
factories. 

(3) Children who are not orphans, but work in factories 
and go to school 

(4) Children who are not orphans but who work in factories 
and do not go to school 

(5) None of the above 

29 Which section represents the orphans who neither go to 
school nor are employed in factories? 

(1) 1 (2) 3 (3) 4 (4) 7 

(5) None of these 

Qs. 30-31. Four of the five parts numbered (1), (2), (3), (4) 
and (5) in the following equations are exactly equal while one 
is different. The number of that different part is your answer. 


(2) (1P-1’)-4{3|- +l|+5) 

/IV 3^4X5x6 2 

(3) 9 


(4) 


7 6 24 25 

- X- X—X—-75 

2 4 7 3 


\t 




t • 
\ 




i 

\ 

i 

i 

] 


\ 

"i 

I 

5 



1 



REASONING \liILI!) 


(S) 1^x17-x3-^+10 
^ ' 5 2 3 

31. (1) (a + b)2-ab + b2 

(2) + b(a + b) + 

(3) b{a + b) + a(a + b) -b^ 

(4) (a-b)^ + b» + 3ab 

(5) a(a + b) f 2b’ 

Qs. 32-34 In the following diagram, there are two revolving 
discs, the disc with numbers goes round anti-clockwise and 
the disc with letters clockwise, both completing their rounds 
at the same time. Number 3 has a small cross that rotates with 
it and there is a ball in box B that hops from its box to the third 
box anti-clockwise, i.e, from B to D, D to F and so on. Now 
answer the questions that follow; 



32. It both the discs complete one round m 32 minutes and 
the bdU lumps to the third box every minute, which number 
would be near it in the outer disc when the ball reaches J? 

(1) 10 (2) 12 (3) 13 (4) 8 

(5) None of these 

33 Which letter would be in the inner disc near the box 
with cross when the ball reaches J? 

(1) C (2) D (3) F (4) H 

(5) None of these 

34. After 10 minutes, which number would be against D in 
the outer disc? 

(1) 9 (2) 13 (3) 7 (4) 4 (5) None of these 

Qs. 35 to 40 are based on the graph shown below which 
is the record of the results of an institution during five years. 
The institution has three faculties, arts, science and commerce. 



Numbi r oj students. Arts—150, bcience—80 and Commerce— 
75. 


35. Which faculty shows a constant decline in its results? 

(1) Arts (2) Science (3) Commerce 

(4) Data inadequate (5) None of these 

36. How many students of arts could not clear the 
examination in 1999? 

(1) 30 (2) 25 (3) 20 (4) 16 

(5) None of these , 

37. The year 1996 shows the lowest results in science. How 
much is it? 

(1) 38% (2) 32% (3) 28% (4) 36% 

(5) None of these 

38. In arts faculty, how many more students passed in '99 

as compared to their number in the previous year? 

(1) 24 (2) 28 (3) 30 (4) 36 

(5) None of these 

39. What is the total pass percentage of the institution during 
the year 1998? (Approximately) 

(1) 61.7% (2) 64.3% (3) 66.2% (4) 67.4% 

(5) None of these 

40. Which session marks the highest quantitative rise in 
science results? 

(1) 1995-96 (2) 1996-97 (3) 1997-98 

(4) 1998-99 (5) Can't say 


SYLLOGISMS 


In each of the following questions a question is given followed 
by two statements numbered SI and SlI You have to decide whether 
the question can be answered with any one or hvo or either of the 
statements. Tick mark (/) the box given against (1), (2), (3), (4) and 
(5) as follows- 

(1) Only I and not II is sufficient to answer the question. 

(2) Only n and not I is sufficient to answer the question. 

(3) Both I and II are needed to answer the question. 

(4) Either I or II is sufficient to answer the question. 

(5) Neither I nor II is sufficient to answer ffie question, as 
ffie data provided in both is inadequate. 

Question 

41. How much share in profit should be given to B at the end 
of the year in the joint venture of A and B? 

Statements: 

SI. The total profit of the year is 15% of the investment. 
SIl. A's share in the investment is 60% and B's 40%. 
(1) □ (2) Q (3) □ (4) □ (5) □ 

Question: 

42. How much time will two taps take to fill water in a tank? 

Statements- • 

SI. The tank is 5 ft long and 3 ft wide. 

Sn. One tap fills one ctA)ic foot bucket of water in 10 
minutes and the other in 15 mts. 

(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (4) □ . (5) □ 

Question: 

43. hi which direction is A's office from his horn? 
Statements: 

SI. A starts horn home, goes one kilometre east, then 
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turns left and teaches his office after cov«ing one kilometre 
more. 

Sn. A's office is 2 km from home. 

(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (4) □ (5) □ 

Question: 

44. Why did the price of onions shoot up? 

Statements; 

SI. The harvest of onion was ruined due to untimely 
rains. 

sn. Some black mariceteers were hoarding the essential 
commodity and selling it at an exuberant rate. 

(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (4) □ (5) □ 

Question: 

45. The standard time of Japan is how much ahead or behind 
the Indian standard time? 

Statements: 

SI. Japan is about 45° to the east of India, 
sn. With every 15°, 1 hoiu is added if the place is in the 
east and 1 hour is put behind if it is in west 
(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (4) □ (5) □ 

In each question beimo are given two statements followed by 
four conclusions numbered 1, II, III and IV. You have to take the two 
given statements to be true even if they appear at variance with 
commonly known facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of the given conclusions logically fallow from the two given 
statements disregarding commonly known facts. 

Statements: 

46. 1. All flowers are butterflies and all butterflies are trees. 
2. Some trees are finiits. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some flowers are fruits, 
n. Some butterflies are fruits, 
in. Some trees are flowers. 

IV. Some fruits are not trees. 

(1) Only I follows. 

(2) Only n follows. 

(3) Only in follows. 

(4) Either I or n follows. 

None follows. 

Statements: 

47. 1. Some bottles are cq>s. 

2. All cups are saucers. 

Conclusions; 

I. Some bottles are saucers, 
n. Some bottles are not saucers, 
in. Some saucers are cups. 

IV. Some botdes are not cups. 

(1) Cfoly I and n (Ulow. 

(2) Only n and in follow. 

(3) Only m and IV follow. 

(4) All the four fonow. 

(5) Either I or H follows. 

Stefemenfsf 

48. 1. All ffiOM clocks are tables which are not chairs. 


2. All tables are stools. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some clocks are stools, 
n. All stools are tables. 

in. Every clock is either table or chair. 

IV. Some clocks are chair as well as stool. 

(1) Only I and in follow. 

(2) Only n and m foUow. 

(3) Only I and n follow. 

(4) Only in and IV follow. 

(5) All the four follow. 

Statements: 

49. 1. Some windows are computers. 

2. Some doors are computers. 

Conclusions- 

I Some computers are doors as well as windows, 
n. The computers that are windows are not doors, 
in. Every computer is either a window or a door. 
IV. The windows that are not computers are doors. 

(1) Only I and H foUow. 

(2) Either I or n follows. 

(3) Either IH or IV follows. 

(4) Only ni follows. 

(5) Only IV foUows 
Statements; 

50. 1. All shoes ate coats. 

2. AH gloves are coats. 

Conclusions' 

1. Every coat is either shoe or glove, 
n. No coat is glove as well as shoe. 

UI. Some coats are shoes as well as gloves. 

IV. Some coats arc neither gloves nor shoes. 

(1) Only I follows. 

(2) Either I or H follows. 

(3) Eifoer II or HI follows. 

(4) Only IV follows. 

(5) Only any one of the four follows. 

Statements: 

51. 1. Some crows are eagles 

2. Some eagles are parrots. 

Conclusions: 

1. No crow is a parrot. 

n. Some eagles are not crows, 
in. Some prrots are not eagles. 

IV. Some parrots are crows. 

(1) Only I and in follow 

(2) Only n and HI follow. 

(3) Only I and II follow. 

(4) Etfier I or IV follows. 

(5) Either n or in follows. 

Statements: 

52. 1. Some cats are dogs and aU dogs are goats, 

2. AU goats are tigers. 

CoHciusioRs; 

I. Some cats are tigen. 
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II. All dogs are tigers. 

III. All tigers are goats. 

IV. All goats are dogs. 

(1) Only I follows. 

(2) Only 1 and 11 follow. 

(3) Only ni follows. 

(4) Either III or IV follows. 

(5) None follows. 

Statements: 

53. 1. Lakes are deeper than oceans but not as deep as wells 

which are less deep than tanks. 

2. Rivers ate deeper than canals but are not as deep as 
oceans. 

Conclusions: 

I. Wells are deeper than rivers. 

D. Canals are less deep than lakes, 
in. Among die items mentioned, tanks are the deepest. 
IV. Oceans are not as deep as wells are. 

(1) Only I and U follow. 

(2) Only in and IV follow. 

(3) Only II, ra and IV follow. 

(4) All the four follow. 

(5) Only m follows. 

in each ifttestion below is given a statement followed by three 
assumptions numbered I, 11 and III An assumption is something 
supposed or taken for granted. You have to consider the statement 
and the assumptions and then decide which of the assumption/ 
assumptions art implicit in the statement. Then decide which of the 
answers is correct. 

Statement: 

54. AIDS patients are usually ostracised by their family and 
the community. 

Assumptions- 

I. In spite of information given by media, people still 
consider AIDS a highly infectious disease, 
n. No one has any sympathy for AIDS patients, 

m. There is no treatment for AIDS. 

(1) Only I is implicit. 

(2) Only n is implicit. 

(3) Only I and H are implicit. 

(4) Only m is implicit. 

(5) All are inq^licit. 

Statement: 

55. Some of the global tobacco giants are interested in 
opening shops in India but have not got NOC from their Indian 
counterparts. 

Assumptions: 

I. Indian tobacco merchants are not very willing to let 
these multimillionaires become their rivals. 

0. These tobacco giants are not allowed to open their 
shops in their own countries as smoking is injurious 
to health. 

ni There are big tobacco market prospects in India. 
0} Only I and II are implicit. ' 

(2) Only I and III are implidt. 


(3) Only II and in are implicit. 

(4) Only n is implicit. 

(5) All are implicit. 

Statement: * 

56. WHO has urged die heads of all the nations of the world 
to invest more in health services for the poor. 

Assumptions: « 

I. WHO is concerned about the health of the poor all 
the world over. 

n. The Heads of the States have to obey the orders of 
WHO. 

in. The Heads are not at all concerned with the health 
of the poor in their country. 

(1) Only I is implicit. 

(2) Only n is implicit. 

(3) Only in is implicit. 

(4) Either I or II is implicit. 

(5) All are implicit. 

Statement- 

57. Absolutely nothing happened on May 8th of this year, 
that had been declared a doomsday as a result of eight planets 
coming in a line. 

Assumptions: 

I. Astronomers and astrologers have no power to 
predict anything. 

n. Planets have no affect on earth. 

m. When the eight planets came in a line, their evil and 
good effects were balanced and nullified hence 
nothing happened. 

(1) Only I is implicit. 

(2) Only n is implicit. 

(3) Only in is in^}licit. 

(4) Any one of the three is implicit. 

(5) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

58. The police of State X rescued forty bonded labourers 
including 12 women from the owner of a brick kiln. 
Assumptions: 

I. It is an offence to keep any human being as a bonded 
labourer. 

n. The o^er of the kiln will be tried by the law of the 
country. 

m. Only loping women as bonded labour is an offence. 

(1) Only I is implicit. 

(2) Only I and n are implicit. 

(3) Only in is implicit. 

(4) Only n and III are implicit. « 

(5) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

59. Parents want their chUdrentojoinlu^y classes or crash- 
courses as soon as their examinations are over. 

Assumptions: 

I. Parents do not want their children at home all tite 
time as they are real bundtes of mischief. 

n. There is a competition among parents to show off 
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how much their children know 
m. All these <;ouises are free so parents do not have to 
pay anything for them 

(1) Only I IS impUot 

(2) (My n IS implicit 

(3) Only m IS implicit 

(4) Either II or m is implicit 

(5) None is implicit 

In each of the following que<<honb a fmiblim is slated through a 
statement followed hy two courses of action You haiv to analyse and 
^rasp the problem and then decide which of the courses of action 
should be followed for improvement, follow-up or fiirthir action in 
regard to the gtven statement Tick-mark (/) your answers as under 

(1) Only I and not II follows for pursuing 

(2) Only n and not I follows 

(3) Botih I and II follow 

(4) Either I or II follows 

(5) Neither I nor II follows 
Statement 

60 There is every possibility of booth-capturmg in some of 
the areas during forthconung elections 

Courses of action 

I Extra police-force should keep a strict \ igil in 
sensitive areas 

n Ihe miscreants who were responsible for such action 
durmg last elections should be put behmd bars 
(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (4) □ (S) □ 

Statement 

61 Lons, hgers and leopards often stray mto villages that 
are close to one of the National Parks, famous for its wild life 
Courses of action 

I Arms should be supplied to the villagers so that 
they may protect themselves 
n A cham of watchmen should be arranged in such a 
way that no animal may leave the reserve area and 
go mto hamlets 

(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (4) U (5) □ 

Statement 

62. Some NGOs had oiganized vocational training camps 
m rural areas for women last year and made them proficient m 
many crafts. 

Courses, of action 

I A survey should be made to examine whefoer the 
crafts are provmg useful and heipmg die women m 
self-employment. 

n If the women want to start somethmg of their own. 
Bank loans should be arranged for ^em 
(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (4) □ (5) □ 

Sbifemenf; 

63. Ihe heavy traffic on road A often results m trafhc jams 
and accidents. 

Courses of action 

L A divider should be built in the middle of die road 
> n. Ihe road dtouid be broadened 
(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (4) □ (5) □ 


Statement 

64 The condition of some of the patients suffermg from an 
epidemic is detenorabng m spite of best efforts of die local doctors 
with their limited sources 

I Courses of action 

1 The patients should be rushed to some big hospital 
n A medical team of expeits should be immediately 
sent to help the patients 

I (1) □ (2) □ (1) □ (4) □ (5) □ 

Stall ment 

' 65 Although the government has opened new schools in 

the most remote corners of the State, no teacher is willing to go 

I there 

I Courses of action 

1 Special allowance should be giv en to teachers who 
are posted there 

I II The government should make some arrangement 

for the residence of teachers 

(1) □ (2) □ (3) □ (1) □ (5) □ 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 
2 

1 (3) Each number is ^rd of the previous numbei hence the 

series would be 243, 162,108 72, 4S 32 

2 (1) The arrangement IS, x2 +land x2-l The senes would 

bell X 2 + 1 = 23,23 x2 1 = 45,45 >2 H = 91 and so 
on 

3 (4) Go on adding 1’, 2’ 3’ to numbers The series would 

be 24 + r = 25, 25 + 2^= 29 29 + 3 z. 38 38 + 4^ = 54, 
54 + 5’ = 79 

4 (1) The senes isxl-1, x2-2, x3-3 and so on Hence if 

would be 5x1-1 = 4, 4x2-2 = 6, 6x3-3 = 15, 
15 x 4 - 4 = 56, 56 x5 - 5 = 275 

5 (4) The arrangement is, x, x’, y, y’, j The series would 

be 4,4^ 4’, 5, 9, 5’, i c 4,16,64, 5,25,125 

6 (2) The senes is 13*, 14’, 15* Hence the new series would 

be, 5*, 6*, 7* I c 25,36,49,64, 81, 100 
Qs 7-11 For solving these questions, make a chat t of the votes 
recaved by the five candidates and then make the calculations required 


m questions 



A 

B 

c 

D 

£ 

p 

m 

29% 

m 

10 

197. 

7D00 

1190 

m 

XV 

700 

1330 

Q 

3U 


m 

247. 

n 

aooo 

24S0 

1280 

1600 

1920 

720 

Total > 

3670 

30TU 

3630 

2620 

2030 


7 (1) 

8 (3) 


9 (4) 

10 (4) 


2050x100 

7000-1-8000 
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11 (2) %30 - 3030 = 600 

600 x 100 6qpx_ipo 

7000 + 8000 I’SOOO 


Qj 12-16 These questions should also k solved with the help 
of a cluirf as given below 


TFAMS 

FUfcS 

Names 

0 

R 

R 

Y 

c 

Shiiaji 

Subhish 

Ptalap 

Bh Singh 

Laxmi llai 

A 




X 

X 

X 

X 




0 











1 








X 


X 

D 








X 


X 

F 




X 

X 

X 

X 





12 ( 1 ) 

14 (4) 

16 (5) 

N 

17 (5) Y 


18 (3) 

19 (1) 3 kg 400 gr @ Rs 15 per kg + 4 kg @ Rs 16 per kg 

51 +64 = Rb 115 

20 (2) 17 magoes @ Rs 4 per mango = Rs 68 and 16 @ Rs 5 per 

mango = Rs 80 

Rs 68 + Rs 80 = Rs 148 - Rs 115 = Rs 33 (profit on Rs 115) 

Hence = about 28 7% 

21 (3) Two different varieties of the same basic item 

22 (5) They have the posture and the basic activity relationship 

23 (3) They have the item and one of its contents relatioaship 

24 (5) Ihey have the basic subject and one of its branches 

relationship 

25 (2) Same as m question number 21 

26 (2) They have the first man to set foot and the place 

relationship 

27 (4) 

28 (3) 

29 (3) 

30 (4) 

31 (3) 

32 (2) 

33 (1) 

34 (3) 

35 (3) 

36 (1) Appeared 150 Passed 80% i e 120 150 -120 = 30 

37 (4) 

38 (3) 20".. 


13 (5) 
15 (3) 



39 (2) Sc 80% ^^^ = 64 


Arts 60% -^- = 90 


Comm 56% = 42 


} 64 + 90 + 42 

= 196 passed 

80 + 150 + 75 

= 305 appeared 

■ 


Pass % 


196x100 

305 


= 64 3 approx 


40 (2) It shot from 36% to 88% 

41 (3) 42 (5) 43 (1) 44 (4) 45 (3) 

The best way to solve the next type of questions is by drawing 
diagrams of all the probable situations and then reach the fool proof 
conclusion Let each element be depicted by a circle irrespective of ih 
stz( Here are a fno examples 
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Short NoIm 


is ^s most literate State 


Minranni’^^ oa^iindle^^: 




Notional Nows 


INDIA>MICIfTAN 

War*llko sHvatloii in Knill s octor 

I T was only in Febniary, 1999 that Prime 
Ministers of India and Pakistan had 
signed the Lahore Declaration and 
promised to work towards peace. Hie 
euphoria which accompanied the bus 
diplomacy of Prime Minister Vajpayee 
was easily punctured when Indian Army 
discovert that at least 500 heavily armed 
Pakistan-backed intruders had dug 
themselves in at heights of 16,000-18,000 ft 
on the Indian side of LoC, along an 80 km 
stretch north of Kargil. And in the fi»st 
week of May, they began pounding the 
strategic highway linking Srinagar to 
Leh. 

Tensions escalated when India 
moved in an entire army division and 
pumped in additional artillery to evict the 
intruders and started Operation Yijay on 
May 8,1999. 

•According to defence experts, the 
strategic Srinagar-Leh highway is the 
lifeline for the Indian division in LadaUi, 
and April to October is the season for the 
Indian and army convoys to .stock up 
provisions and POL (Petrol, Oil and 
Lubricants) for the Ladakh division. 

Given the potential of intruders 
disrupting traffic on strategic Srinagar- 
Leh highway which could have cut 
Ladakh from rest of India. India pulled 
out all the stops to restore the stahts quo 
ante. 

Operation Vipy took a dramatic turn 
on May 26 when Indian Air Force (lAF) 
fighters started air strikes on the 
intruders' camp tudeed away on high 
ridges. 

On die second day of air strikes one 
MIG fighter jet belonging to IAF was diot 
down by hand-held surface to air missile, 

; Do Ybu Know... 

. The World Environment Day wol 
observed on June 5,1999. 


1997 National (NSS). Mizof^^ ata^ 




Kerala has long been eul^sad by eebnon^ like ^f aciiibylpg 

high literacy while being poor. 




The NSS data throw up aeiwral insl^i^ V‘\ , . , ’ 

■ The all-incfia Uteracy rWe has in^iroved froth l^>2 per cent in.1^1 to 62 pdr 

cent in 1997, a rect^ rate.of improvement of 9.B percentage points in just six ' 
years. • J-, 

i Uteracy unprovement in the lour so-called Bimiru^S^es-MTajasthan (164$ .. 
per ceni^^ Uttar Pradesh (14.4), Madhya Pradesh (1,1;^ and Bihar (l0.5)-^'aji 
exceeded the aiMndia average (d 9.8 per cent 

■ Soufo India no longer reigns supreme. Litwacy is now hfs^er in Uttar Pradesh 
(56 per cent), Maharashtra (S^i) and Rajasthan (55) than in Andhra Prad^h 
(54). Karnataka’s literacy impr^ only twp perceritage pointaln 1991-1997, ^ 
one of the slowest performances in India. 

■ The much neglected north-mst leads India in literacy improvement. The 


cent), Nagaland (22.4), Assam (22.1), Sikkim (22.1) and Arunachal Pradesh 
(18.4). The highest achievement in the rest of India is Rf^asthan'S 16.5 per 
cent. 

I Bihar'(49 per cent) and Orissa (51) are rww bdttorrrof the leaguA' 

I States with serious financial problems and law and order probiems have - 
proved they can neverthelass fore remarkably wefl in education. 

I Widespread fears that economic reform and fiscal stringency would harm 
education have proved to be false. Instead, literacy has accelerated in the 
reform phase. 


probably the deadly American-made 
Stringers in the Pakistani arsenal. 
Another MIG fighter plane also crashed 
following a technical snag. The loss of 
MI-17 helicopter the following day 
appeared to bring the two nations on the 
brink of war. 

Later, following the softening of 
militant concentrations by the air strikes, 
the Army initiated infantry operations. 

Analysts say that Kargil crisis marks 
a major intelligence failure. Principally the 
Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) must 
be held accounfoble for this but Military 
Intelligence cannot be absolved of the 
blame for its failure to detect the 
intrusion. 

India has dso charged that militants 
are mercenaries from A^hanistan helped 
by Pak soldiers. 

The IncHan government also believes 
that Pakistan is trying to alter the LoC 
along ti|e Kaigil-Orass sectors. TTiere is 


also a suggestion that the current 
infiltration is intended to obtain leverage 
m-a-vis the Indian advantage in Siachen. 

US, UK, Russia and European 
countries have made it clear that they wilt 
not come in way of India's drive to evict 
Pakistan-sponsored intruders. 

Rather, they condemned the 
Pakistani action. The US President Bill 
Clinton, in a letter to Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharief of Pakistan asked him to 
exercise restrain. 

Subsequently, Prime Minister Sharief 
of Pakistan offer^ to send his Fore^ 
Minister, Mr Sartaj Aziz, for talks with 
India, on June 7. However, India ejected 
the date as inconvenient. Prime Minister 
Atal Behari Vajpayee also matfo it clear 
that any talks will have to be on finding 
ways of pulling out the intruders and 
maintaining status quo ante. Otherwise the 
talks will foil before starting. 

The intrusion and physical 
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Tobdcoo deaths on the fiee 

According to a World Health Report rfteased by World Health 
Organisation, India witnessed 3,83^006 tobacco deaths in 18^, which is about 
2/3rd of all tobacco deaths in south-east Asia. The deaths included 51,000 
females. 

China recorded the maximum 9,13,000 tobacco deaths in 1993—67 per c^nt of 
all tobacco deaths in Europe. Deaths of males due to tobacco were higher world-wide 
compared to that of females. The total female death count was about one-fourth of 
that of females 

World-Wide, tobacco deaths per year would rise by 2.5 times, from about four 
million in 1998 to about 10 million in 2030—more than the total deaths per year from 
malaria, tuberculosis and msyor childhood ailments. Se\mnty per cent of these deaths 
will be in tiie developing world. 

This would result in about 450 million deafos worldwide in the first half of the next 
century. Mora women would be affected by tobacco-related diseases in the near 
future. 

Eighty-two per cent of about 1.15 billion smokers In the world today live in low 
and middle Income countries. 

Tobacco consumption in developing countries Is increasing by about 3.4 per cent 
annually. 


occupation of the high ridges in the Drass- 
Kargil-Batalik region of Jammu and 
Kashmir is a convmcing evidence of 
Pakistani Army's desire to play the 
strategic game of containing India 
through active engagement by means 
other than that of dialogue. 

How'ever, there is a strange 
reluctance on the part of India to display 
in public the evidence of direct Pakistani 
participation and to recall the history of 
1947 and 1%5 when Pakistan played the 
same game. 

They lied to the UN that they had 
nothing to do with the invasion of 1947. 
Subsequently Maj General Akbar Khan of 
Pakistan Army gave detailed account of 
how he prepared the plans for invasion 
and led the raiders under the name 
'Tariq". Again in 1965 Pakistan denied 
responsibility for the innitration and 
subsequently the Pakistani history talks of 
general Ayub Khan's "Operation 
Qberaltar". 

The Indian military leadership is now 
talking in terms of redeployment of forces 
in the Kargil sector, in which forward 
defence positions in the high altitude 
areas will be staffed throughout the year 
after neutralising the intruders. 

llssentially, the changed Indian 
strategy envisages deployment in such a 
manner that armed incursions can be 
prevented from the PoK side. Indian 
forces in the Kargil sector will be further 
beefed up as part of this strategy. 

At present, the Leh-based fnshul 
Division is more than evenly matched 
with the Skardu-based Forward Area 
Northern Command (FANC) of Pakistan. 
Both thi>sc division commands have three 
brigades under them with elements of 
artillery and Aviation Corps. The Trishul 
Division is responsible for military 
operations in Siachen, Kargil, Batalik and 
Drass areas, while Pakistan's Skardu 
headquarters is entrusted with the 
northern territories and operations across 
the Line of Control (LoC). 

However, in the wake of Pakistani 


Do You Know... 

The World No-Tobacco Day was 
observed on Moy 31,1999. The theme 
was 'Leave the pack behind'. 


intruders holding positions in Mushkoh 
valley, Drass, Kaksar, Batalik, Yaldora, 
Chorbat La and Turtuk areas, the Indian 
military strategy is now poised for a 
major shift. The possibili^ of the Kargil 
sector being placed under a separate 
division command is under serious 
consideration. The task of defending the 
Siachen sector would then also be passed 
on to an independent division. 

SPACE RESEARCH 
PSLV>C2 hwalib a n«w era 

NDIA took a giant step in achieving 
self-reliance in space technology on 
May 26,1999, with the successful launch 
of Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV- 
C2) from Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh. 

The PSLV hurled into space an Indian 
operational satellite IRS-P4 (Oceansat) 
along with two other micro satellites horn 
S. Korea and Germany (Kitsat-3 and DLR- 
Tubsat). 

These were the first forei^ 
spacecraft to be launched by an Indian 
rocket. For the first time, India had also 
made a foray into highly competitive 
multi-billion dollars international market 
for space technology by selling its launch 
vehicle capability to foreign buyers. 

The Indian rocket development 
programme started in 1963 with setting 
up of Thumba equatorial rocket'iaunching 
station near Thiruvananthapuram. The 


launch vehicle programme, which took off 
in 1979, received a setback as the first 
experimental flight of SLV-3 in July, 1979, 
was only partially successful due to 
jammed valve in the second stage control 
system. The next flight of SLV-3 on July 
18,1980 saw the tiny payload of Rohini 
Satellite placed in orbit. After the second 
successful flight, there were two more SLV 
flights in May 1981 and April 1983 to 
place Rohini Satellites with remote 
sensing sensors on board. 

The second generation launch rockets 
were Augmented Satellite Launch Vehicles 
(ASLV), whose first two developmental 
flights in March 1987 and July 1988 were 
failures. 

After incorporating modifications, 
the third developmental flight of ASLV 
was successfully launched on May 20, • 
1992, when SROSS-C satellite and an 
aeronomy pay-load was placed in orbit. 
The next launch, the ASLV-D4, which' 
took place on May 4,1994, was also 
successful and put SROSS C-2 in orbit. 
The third generation PSLITs first 
development flight failed on September 
20,1993. 

With PSLV-a/IRS-P4 mission the : 
toad for marketing Indian space 
technology has bc^gun, in areas such 4s ! 
remote-sensing imagery, launch capabilillr, 
satellite systems, and communication 
satellites. 
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Economic News 


Rifing ott priccis may hlK6 Imjicfrt bill 

A Strong nsa m intwmtkmed cruds ott prices ootdd rssuttinanJPcri<iiatti 
Oil import bill of between $ 1 billion and $ 2 billion in 1999-2000 (ApriMmR^). 

A near 30 per cent Increase m the country's oil lining capa^ could care soine / 
of the pain as a higher outlay on crude oil wr^d be offset by lower imports of more > 
expensive petroleum products 

Last year’s low crude prices gave India welcome relief, as oil imports account lor 
around one-fifth of total imports, but the trade deficit still widended to $ 8 J25 billion m 
1998-99 (ApnI-March) from $ 6 37 billion in the previous year. 

Despite the boost in refining capacity, analysts saw limited room to increase 
exports of petroleum products Reliance f^troleum Ltd, the first private refinery, is 
expected to start production by June 1999. 

Among the State-owned refinenes, Indian Oil Corp’s Panipat Refinery and the < 
Numaligaih Refinery Ltd are to begin production and Hindustan Petroleum Corpis 
Visakhapatnam Refinery and Mangalore Refinenes Public Ltd’s refining is expanettng. 


INMA-IUttU 

Jwsmml Sfagh visits Mascew 

^ External Affairs 

%rMinister]aswant Singh embarked on 
a four-nation tour of Uzbekistan, 
Turkmenistan, Russia and France 
While m Tashkent and Ashkabad, 
capitals of Uzbek and Turkmenistan, 
respectively, the focus was on bilateral 
consultations, in Pans it was to attend the 
meeting of Organisation of Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) 
But, the most important of Jaswant 
Singh's destination uas> Moscow 
According to analysts, this v isit was 
clearly a damage control effort to soothe 
ruffled Russmn feathers 

After initial strong statements against 
NATO strikes in Kosovo, India toned 
dow n Its strindency of anti-NATO 
statements, put by the need to keep 
friendly relations with the US, the prime 
mover behind NATO attacks India went 
along with Russia, in cnticising NATO 
action at UN I luman Rights Commission, 
but then did not support a Russian 
resolution at the UN Commission on 
sustainable development, which raised 
questions of ecological and economic 
desasters being caused by NATO actions 
in Kosovo 

The visit thus helped in convergence 
of V lews between the two countries on the 
Kosov 0 crisis Russia also committed itself 
to a strategic partnership with India and 
promised to provide India with "cutting 
edge" military technology 

Russia, during the v isit, also 
supported India's claim for a 
permanent membership of UN becurity 
Council 

eojk 
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winning 21 out of the 40 Assembly seats 

The Bharatiya Janata Party increased 
Its tally from 4 to 10, while the 
Maharashtra Gomantak Party (MGP) was 
the biggest loser, slipping from 12 seats to 
just 4 The United Goan Democratic Party 
(UGDP) and Goa Rajiv Congress (GRC), a 
splinter group of the Congress, won two 
scats each 

Goa became the first State to use 
Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) tor all 
the seats in Assembly elections 

According to a survey conducted by 
the riection Commission there was a 
general acceptance ot EVMs among the 
voters across the board People trusted the 
machines more than the ballot paper as 
they felt that the machines were tamper 
proof However, there was low awareness 
level among Da/ifs, poor and illiterate 
voters But, they cud not find voting 
difficult using the FVMs On the other 
hand, old and infirm found the machines 
difficult to use 

Mr Luizinho Faleiro has been elected 
by the Goa Congress 1 egislature Party to 


and the Indian National Lok Dal (INLJD) 
to contest the forthcoming Lok Sabha 
elections on a common manifesto under 
the leadership of Atal Behan Vajpayee. 

The parties belonging to the aUiance, 
were those who had voted in favour of 
Vajpayee government durmg the 
confidence motion m Lok Sabha in April, 
1999 

The confidence vote was necessitated 
by withdrawal of support by AIADMK 
After the Vajpayee gov emment lost the 
confidence vote on April 17, President 
K R Narayanan dissolved the Lok Sabha 
on Apnl 26 

While the DMK replaced AIADMK m 
the BJP-led front, the INLD returned to 
the fold after a brief partmg of ways 
when it withdrew support to Vajpayee 
government before the confidence vote 

Spin in Cnnirnu^ Pownr fnmui 
NaHmnilst Cmif rnss 

N May 15,1999, the rebellious trio of 
Congress leaders—Sharad Pawar, 
PumoA Sangma and Tariq Anwar— 



MHE Congress came back to power ui 
I Goa, in elections held on June 6,1999, 

Ds You Kroul.. 

The first phase of the Dobhol Power 
Project (740 MW) promoted by Enron 
International of the US, was inaugurated 
on Moy 25, 1999. This, has tokii the 
generotmg capoeity of independent 
power projects to just over 2000 MW. 


become the Chief Mmister of Goa 
Meanwhile, Isidore Fernandes, an 
independent, has expressed solidanty 
with the Congress Party Two of the four 
newly-elected MGP MLAs are also likely 
to join the Congress 

Founcs 

IJI( ■IIIm foTM front 

N May 15,1999, BJP and its allies 
have launched a "National 
Democratic Alliance" including die DMK 


challenged Mrs Sonia Gandhi, the 
Congress Party president's bid for the 
Prime Ministerial office 

In a 4-page letter to Ms Gandhi they 
demanded ttiat Constitution of India be 
amended to ensure that only natural bom 
atizens become the President, the Vice- 
President or the Prune Miruster of the 
country 

The differences surfaced after Mr 
R K. Dhawan mooted ttw idea of CWC 
(Congress Woiking Committee) resolution 
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reaffirming faith in Ms Gandhi's 
leadership, in response to BJP's campaign 
against her Italian origins. 

After the rebellion, Sonia 
immediately tendered her resignation. 

The promptness of the response was 
calculated to demonstrate both her 
readiness to take the rebels' challenge 
head on. 

But after eight days, Sonia withdrew 
her resignation, after the party 
successfully generated tears, fasts, 
pleadings and attempted self-immolations 
by Congress workers near 10 janpath. 

Later, the three Congress leaders 
formed a new party—Nationalist 
Congre.ss—after they were expelled from 
the Congress on May 20. Pawar said that 
his party would follow secular thinking 
and indicated electoral tie-ups with like- 
minded Third Front and left parties, but 
refused to commit on its approach 
towards the BJP 

According to analysts, the exit of 
Pawar and Sangma has dented the 
Congress party's base in two regions. 

Pawar group, which is in a majority 
in Congress Legislature Party in 
Maharashtra, has mustered the support 
of 29 MLAs in Maharashtra. Sonia 
representative could draw only 11 
MLAs. 

In Meghalaya, the home State of 
former Lok Sabha Speaker and Congress 
rebel leader P.A. Sangma, the Nationalist 
Congress has support of 21 of the 25 
MLAs and can conceivably pull down the 
UDP-Congress coalition 

Also, Arunachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Mukut Mithi has given only 
qualified support to Soma and Nagaland 
Chief Minister C. Jamir also echoed the 
rebels' sentiments in his May 25 AICC 
speech. 

The revolt and subsequent split has 
come up at a time when Congress Party 
was gaining ground in Uttar Pradesh, 
Andhra, Karnataka and Madhya 


Do Ybo Know... 

Mizoram has replaced Kerala as India's 
most literate State, according to the 
1997 Notional Sample Survey. Its litero- 
cy rate stands at 95% against Kerala's 
93% and the aU-tndia averoge is 62%. 


Pradesh. 

AVUTION 

lA ailowwd to ta|i Mpital Maikvl 

N a major step towards privatisation of 
Indian Airlines (I.A.), the government 
has cleared an equity injection of Rs 325 
crore and permitted the domestic carrier 
to mobilise funds from the capital market 
through Initial Public Offering (IPO) or 
any other modality available for 
restructuring. 

Restructuring proposal for the Indian 
Airlines, based on the recommendations 
of the Kelkar Committee, has been cleared 
by the Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs (CCEA). 

The CCEA has simultaneously 
extended the moratorium on payment of 
outstanding dues by Indian Airlines by 
two years in view of serious liquidity 
position. 1A was in the midst of financial 
crisis at the time of merger with the 
Vayudoot in May 1993. The merger added 
to its losses and further worsened its 
working capital deficit. 

The restructuring proposal, approved 
by CCEA, is expected to enable the IA to 
access capital market to meet the cost of 
induction of fresh aircratl, as well as part 
privatisation by dilution of government 
equity. 

DIRNCI 

SwrvicM Tribunal tor urnei 
forcM 

T he Law Ministry is planning to draft a 
legislation for setting up an armed 
forces tribunal, for speedy redressal of 
grievances of Army, Navy and Air Force 
personnel. 

There would be one tribunal for all 
the three services. It will be presided over 
by either a retired High Court Chief 
Justice or a retired Supreme Court judge. 
Other members would comprise serving 
or retired officers of the rank of Major- 
General and equivalent or above. In 
addition, there will also be a judicial 
member who will be a retired or serving 
officer of the rank of Brigadier and 
equivalent or above from the judge 
advocate general branch. The chairman 
and members will have a four-year non¬ 
renewable tenure. 

The tribunal will have six benches at 
locations to be recommended by the 


chiefe of staff committee, with the 
principal bench located in New Delhi. An 
appeal against the tribunal's judgement 
will be allowed to be made to the 
Supreme Court. 

The need for such a tribunal has been 
felt keeping in view the high incidence of 
service personnel seeking redressal from 
courts on matters relating to personnel 
policy. 

fCANDAU 

SC disniMua Inyo'i appuui to 
MTup ipucial raurts 

A IADMK leader Ms jayalalitha suffered 
a major legal setback after the 
Supreme Court dismissed her appeal 
against the Tamil Nadu government's 
decision to constitute three special courts 
to exclusively try corruption cases against 
her. 

The court also quashed a notification 
issued by the Union government on 
February 5,1999, transferring the cases 
against her from the three special courts 
to other courts. 

The Tamil Nadu government had 
allocated 46 corruption cases against Ms 
Jayalalitha, some of her former Cabinet 
colleagues and certain bureaucrats to the 
special courts for exclusive trial. On April 
30,1999 the State government issued a 
notification to set up the special courts 
by exercising its powers under Section 
3 (1) of the Prevention of Corruption 
Act, 1998. 

However, in February this year, the 
BJP-led coalition government exercised its 
powers under the same Act to reallocate 
cases against the AIADMK supremo from 
the courts of the three special judges to 
the sessions courts. 


PruftdMil uhayt Suinnkl's 
proMcution in Bufun com 

P RESIDENT K.R. Narayanan has givgn. 

sanction to prosecute former External 
Affairs Minister Madhavsinh Solanki for 
obstructing probe into the Bofors payoff 
case. , 

Mr Solanki had delivered a letter to 
the Swiss Foreign Affairs Ministry in 1992 
when he was l^temal Affairs Minister in - 
the Narasimha Rao government. The 
letter had allegedly advised the Swiss 
govrenment to go slow on the Bohns 
investigation. 
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Admitting that he dehveied the 
tetter, Solanki quit the Cabinet He, 

A however, explained that he neither knew 
* the contents of the letter nor the person 
who handed him the letter. 

Also, the CBl has decided to file a 
separate chaigesheet against Solanki, 
delinking him from other accused in Ks 64 
crore Bofors payoff case 

The decision has been taken in view 
of the fact that Solanki had no apparent 
role either in the negotiations of ^ 1436 
crore Howitzer gun deal with AB Bofors 
of Sweden in 1985-86, its signmg or in the 
receipt of payoffs 

Two other cases related to Bofors 
have been pending since 1997 when 
documents, having details of payoffs, 
contained secretly in Swiss banks, were 
received by the CBl in January 1997, 
following a decade-long legal battle in 
Switzerland 

Then CBl director Joginder Singh had 
I sought sanction to prosecute Gopi Arora, 

' SK Bhatnagar, Win Chadha, Ottavio 
Quattarochi and others Former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi was also named as 
accused in one case 

According to political observers, the 
chaigesheet m Bofors case was cleared, a 
day before the BjP government fell It was 
evident that BJP government was 
asserting its authority after Sonia Gandhi 
decided to go ahead with her plans to 
topple the BJP government 

Meanwhile, Parliament's Standing 
Committee on defence has suggested 
lifhng of ban on Swedish company Bofors 
, to allow licensed produebon of spares of 


(SAD)—Prakash Smgh BadaL Quef 
Minister of Punjab and Gurcharan Singh 
Tohra—came to a head on May 30,1999, 
when Tohra took over as president of a 
new Akali Dal 

Tohra, who was earlier removed as 
president of the Shiromani Gurdwara 
Prabandhak Committee (SGPC) by 
supporters of the ruling Akali Dal 
President Prakash Singh Badal had been 
earlier expelled from the primary 
membership of the party for six years 
In turn the newly formed Dal, 
headed by Tohra, "impeached" Badal on 
various anti-party activities and 
subsequently "sacked" him 

A third dimension has been added 
to the otherwise bipolar Punjab political 
scene as the new party will work for the 
defeat of the Congress and the ruling 
Akali Dal-Bharatiya Janata Party 
alliance in the forthcoming Lok Sabha 
elections 

The differences between the two 
factions began with the sacking of Akal 
Takht Jathedar Bhai Ranjit Singh, by Badal 
supporters Akal Takht is the supreme 
temporal seat of the Sikhs 

It IS for the first time in his political 
career, spanning more than 60 years, that 
Tohra has donned the mantle of Akali Dal 
president 

Ra|lv Murder Cum 

19 mqulttod, 4 gul duuAli moImim 

HE Supreme Court has acquitted 19 of 
the 26 accused in Rajiv Gandhi 
assassination case besides commuting the 
death sentence of three to life 


imprisonment The court, however, 
upheld the conviction of ffte four 
accused—Nalini, Murugan, Santhan and 
Arivu and confirmed capital punishment 
awarded to them by a Chennai sjTecial 
court 

The court upheld the conviction of 
only 7 of the 26 accused on charge of 
conspiracy to murder Rajiv Gandhi, but 
set aside their conviction under the 
provisions of the Terrorist And Disruptive 
Activities (Prevention) Act (TADA) 

The former Prime Minister was killed 
by a human bomb at a public meeting in 
Sriperumbudur, Tamil Nadu on May 21, 
1991 dunng the Lok Sabha election 
campaign 

The 'human bomb' belonged to 
ITTF, an organisation involved in 
subversive activities in Sii Unka 
The ITTE was irked by Indo-Sri 
I anka accord which recognized the 
island nation as a sovereign nation. 
Ignoring its demand for a separate Tamil 
Eelam, and deployment of Indian Peace 
Keeping Force (IPKF) The LITE was 
convinced that Rajiv Gandhi was 
responsible for both the accord and IPKF 
and accordingly it planned and executed 
the assassination 

Eighteen other people, including nine 
police personnel, di^ in the bomb which 
killed Rajiv Gandhi 

The court praised CBl director 
R K Raghavan and bureau's Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) headed by 
D R Karthikeyan for their roles in the 
investigations of the assassination 
case 



self-propelled gun At present, due to 
unavailability of Bofors spare parts, the 
defence establishment has been forced to 
cannibalise the limited number of guns 

MINIAI 

lAOlpmi 

T he acrimonious battle between the 
two giants of Shiromani Akali Dal 


DrYouKmwlm 

Hoyono ranks fiist among tha States in 
the country in fish production, ochleving 
a target of 4,193 kg fish per hectal| 
against the national overage of 2,187 

kg. 
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YueosuviA 
Pmm talks tall 

H opes of an imminent ceasefire in 
Kosovo crumbled, when talks 
between NATO and Yugoslav military 
commanders, held in Macedonia, broke 
off. 

NATO's Lt Gen Mike Jackson 
accused his Yugoslav counterparts on 
reneging on the peace deal for Kosovo 
announced on June 3,1999. 

The deal was announced after 
agreement at Belgrade between Yugolsav 
President Slobodan Milosevic, EU envoy 
Finnish President Martt Ahtisoan and 
Russian envoy Viktor Chernomyrdin. 

Milosevic's decision to accept the 
peace deal came after Serbian Parliament 
approved the plan by a majority vote. 

The Group of 8 (G-8) principles for a 
peace deal in Kosovo were worked out in 
Bonn on May 6 by foreign ministers of 
Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, US and Russia. 

These principles included 
withdrawal of Serbian forces from 
Kosovo, and deployment of an 
international security 'presence'. These 
also called for return of ethnic Albanian 
refugees, substantial autonomy for 
Kosovo, the setting up of an interim 
administration, opening of Serb-Kosovar 
talks on Kosovo's future, demilitarisation 
of Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) and 

Do You Know... 

Pokiston's laved Miandad holds the 
world record for the most number of 
appearances in world cup cricket. He 
has played all editions of the Cup. His 
appearances total 33 from 6 world cup 
chompionships till the last in 1996. 


economic aid package to help the Balkan! 
Details on the structure of the proposed 
peace-keeping force to go into Kosovo, 
remained uncleatThe peace deal came 
after a broad agreement on the first joint 
initiative from ^rbia's friend Russia and 
NATO, which has been waging war on 
Yugoslavia over Kosovo since March 24, 
1999. 

NATO forces had launched air strikes 
against Yugoslavia on March 24 in protest 
against genocide being committed by 
Serbs on ethnic Albanians, who constitute 
90 per cent of Kosovo's population. 

Earlier, Milosevic had refused to 
agree to hill military withdrawal from 
Kosovo and said that he would accept the 
peace plan only if NATO stops air strikes. 

Meanwhile, the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY), set up by UN to try 
war criminals in former Yugoslavia, has 
inducted Milosevic for war crimes and a 
arrest warrant has been issued. 

Also, China suspended its military 
lies with US after NATO missiles hit the 
Chinese embassy in Belgrade on May 7, 
1999 killing three Chinese nationals. 

NATO said the missile attack was the 
result of a targetting error and offered 
apologies to China. 

China in protest, however, halted all 
talks with US on arms, international 
security and human rights. Later, Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin agreed to talk to 
US President Clinton after US agreed to 
investigate NATO's bombing of Chinese 
embassy. 

Meanwhile, European Union (EU) 
has formally approved a package of new 
sanctions against Yugoslavia. 

UIAfCNINA 

tma. CMHMilta* report btanM 
China of pilfomun 

A US House committee on national 
security, headed by Republican 
Congressman Christopher Cox, which 
looked into the alleged Chinese pilfering 
of America's nuclear and missile secrets, 
has accused Chitui of stealing secrets to 
every key US nuclear warhe^ naade since 
197(h, to update its own arsenal, and 
passing data to US foes, and this nuclear. 
spying continues today. f ‘ 

The report, howeyeiv added that U^is 
has not altered the m^a^ balance 


between China and 15 trh^y heause ’ 
Beijing still has only a Tety nudfiir - 
missiles. '. f 

The report ais6 reached some 
disquieting conclusions: ' 

The Giinese government has 3000 
front companies in the US, with American 
agencies Imowing little about their 
activities or existence. In the 1990s China 
stepped up its use of front companies for 
espionage. Apart from acquisition of 
design secrets of seven nuclear warheads, 
including foe neutron bomb and W-88, 
China also stole thermo-nuclear weapons 
information in the mid-1990s. 

China has stolen information relating 
to American re-entry vehicles which 
shield warheads as they return to earth. 
China illegally obtained ballistic missile 
guidance technology that it has used in its 
own weapons. China illegally obtained 
American research results on 
electromagnetic weapons technology for 
satellites. 

Also, China's agreement to allow 
monitoring of its use of American- 
exported equipment, announced at Beijing 
Summit in 1998, is 'wholly inadequate'. 

Reacting to foe report, US President 
Bill Clinton has decid^ to put into place 
over two dozen recommendations to 
protect US secrets. Clinton noted that the 
US has put the strictest controls on 
technology transfers with the communist 
nation, but he defended his policy aimed 
at softening Beijing through cooperation. 

Clinton cit^ Beijing's signing of 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) 
and cooperation of reducing missile threat 
from North Korea. 

The Chinese government stated the 
US inquiry as 'absurd', and accused foe 
US of seeking to divert public opinion . 
from NATO bombing of Chinese nnbassy 
in Belgrade: 

nmoMSM 

ON —ffc lirtr tawrio n m ertaw 

I NDIA a diplomatic victory when 

it got a Rteiiit on ciiine fo tnaite tta 
battle^|i|i^H9iTorist crim^ 

' otw... - 






international legislation to control tiie 
^ abuse of explosives, which New Delhi 
^ considers a thteat to peace and security. 

Indian diplomats had eariier 
expressed Qnhappiness over the fact that 
the next Quinquennial World Crime 
Congress was to give no consideration to 
"terrorist wimes" which includes 
bombing and organising violence like that 
which shook Mumbai in 1992-93. 

The World Crime Congress, to be 
held in Vienna in April, 2000, is to issue a 
declaration dealing with crime and 
cnminal justice issues which the world 
will face in the next century. Its 
declaration, called the Vienna Declaration 
on crime and justice; Meeting the 
challenges of the 21st century, will be the 
"magna carta on crime" for the next 
century. 

But anything to do with terrorism is a 
sensitive issue, particularly since countnes 
I are not united on what amounts to 
terrorism and some countries, notably the 
US, wanted to keep it out of the 
declaration. 

Though India succeeded in getting its 
concern into the declaration, anything 
could change between now and the 
Congress in April 2000 as this is the draft 
that will be again discussed at the 
Congress, before being proclaimed. 

IfMIL 

■wak wins palb 

SRAEL's Lal^ur Party leader Ehud 
Barak won a decisive election victory 
over incumbent Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu's Likud Party in the elections 
held on May 17,1999. 

The results showed that Barak's one 
Israel Alliance was victorious both in the 
Prime Ministerial and Parliamentary 
elections. Barak won with campaign 

Do You Know.. 

The Ndionoi Museum will begin Hs 
year-long Golden Jubilee celebrations in 
August, 1999. It was established on 
August 15, 1949 ond formally opened 
by the first President Rojendra Prasad. 
The golden throne of Maharaja RqnjH 
Singh wili be broug^ to Imfo f^ 
London and ^splayed during the cele- 
bratiens. 
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messages stressing his illustrious militaiy 
career and Netanyahu's failure to make 
peace with Israel's neighbours. Barak has 
modelled himself after another Israeli 
leader Yitzhak Rabin, who was guimed 
down in 1995 and who signed historic 
peace accords with Jordan and 
Palestinians. The USA and Palestinians 
welcomed Barak's victory with PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat hoping that Barak 
would push the middle east peace process 
forward. 

Barak wants Israel to return to its 
commitments under the Wye River land- 
for-security accord with Palestine, 
brokered by US President in October 1998. 

Netanyahu had halted the peace talks 
with Palestinians in December 1998 and 
asked that Palestine must fulfil a long list 
of demands. Some of the demands had 
been dismissed by peace brokers as 
unrealistic. 

The results of Israeli elections were 
closely watched worldwide, as analysts 
believe that a labour victory in Israel 
would ultimately lead to creation of an 
'independent Palestine'. 

Earlier, the USA which backs 
Statehood for Paleshne, had urged PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat to refrain from 
declanng 'independent' State of Palestine 
on May 4. The PLO leader had made a 
long-standing pledge to declare Statehood 
on May 4,1999 the date set by the Oslo 
accords, signed in 1993. A Statehood 
declaration could have increased 
Netanyahu's re-election chances. 

fOUTHAniCA 

H •Imh MwhI«I« raHiiag wHb • 
lafacy of pMM* 

N June 2,1999, South Africa's second 
all-race election was held thus paving 
the way for retiramoit of President 
Nelson Mandela. At age 80, he stepped 
down as President of South Africa to 
enjoy peace and freedom diat took a 
lifetime to achieve. 

South Africans credit Mandela with 
saving the country horn a blood-bath 
when apartheid crumbled. He emei;^ 
from 27 years as a political prisoner to 
direct a remarkably peaceful transition 
from tyranny to derriocracy widt an 
unwavering commitment to reconciliation 

The ruling Aftican National Congress 
emerged victorious by bagging more Burn 


Willi Willi iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiwiiiffiiiniiiiitii^ 

58 per cent votes. It was followed by the 
white-led Democratic Party. 

The result showed that despite die 
strong campaigns and condemnation of 
'the ANC by the white-led opposition, die 
minority of the people still had faidi in die 
party. 

ANC leader and President-elect, 
Thabo Mbeki said that ANC government 
would not be "arrogant or reckless" and 
would follow policies that would meet the 
pressing problem of unemployment and 
crushing poverty. 

Mr h^ki also said that privatisation 
of assets would be speeded up and the 
government "would actively court 
international investors". 

NIML 

N«p«N CMiprMS whM palls 

ACnONALISM is the main disease 
that had plagued Nepali politics since 
the advent of democracy in Nepal in 1990. 

But, in the general elections held in 
May 1999, the people of this mountain 
kingdom have given a clear mandate for 
single party rule. Nepali Congress (NC) 
has got an absolute majority to be at the 
helm of affairs for the next five years. 

Communist Party of Nepal—Unified 
Marxist Leninist (UML)—^will be the 
second largest party in 205-member 
House of fopresentative, the Lower 
House of Nepali Parliament, while the 
right wing and pro-palace Rashtriya 
Prajatantra Party (RPP) was virtually 
routed. 

With small groupings and breakaway 
factions getting a drubbing, this election is 
seen as a clear vote for stability. Parties 
which ran a shrill ultra nationalist, anti- 
India campaign have also been routed. 

Analysts say that a worrying part of 
election results is that it might push the 
defeated Maoist groupings back into 
insuigent activity. Rampant corruption, 
stagnant development and festering 
Maoist insuigency were key issues in the 
electioa 

Mr Krishna Prasad Bhattarai has 
been appointed as the Prime Minister of 
Nepal. 
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government for the first time in 12 years 
and has selected a person of Indian origin 
as Prime Minister 

The I abour Party, headed by Indian 
unionist Mahendra Chaudhary defeated 
outgoing Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka's 
Rainbow coalition 

Mr Rabuka in a coup, had 
overthrown the coalition of an Indian 
party and a Melanesian Party whiih had 
won the polls in 1987, jailed Chaudhary 
and had since then ruled as a quasi- 
dictator 

Fiji went to polls this time under 
a new Constitution which ends Fijian 
political dominanee granting people 
of Indian origin equal political power 

RUSSIA 

Duaw talli •• Iniwach Yaltsln 

HE State Duma, the Lower House of 
Parliament, has failed to impeiich 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
Lawmakers voted on five charges against 
Yeltsin which were his role in illegally 
dissolving the Soviet Union, the violent 
dissolution of Parliament in October 199^, 
the bloody two year war in Chethanja, 
the disintegration of Russia's military 
forces and the market forces that led to 
'genocide' of the Russian people 

But none of the five charges got two- 
thirds majority required to induct the 
Russian leader 

The impeachment case had been in 
preparation for almost a year Out of the 
five charges, the charge accusing Yeltsin of 
starting the 1994-95 C. hechen wai got the 
highest votes It was a first-ever 
impeachment vote against a 
democratically elected President in the 
history of Russia 

PrUMksv fir*dl 

RUE to his reputation as dangerous 
and unpredictable when threatened, 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin suddenlv 


Do You Know... 

A new train, Kongra Queen, was started 
in June, 1999 The wark on the Kangra 
valley railway line was started in 1926 
and the 163 km route from Pothankot to 
Jogindemagor was opened to traffic 
three years later 


fired Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov 
and his left leaning Cabmet, just a day 
before the Lower House of the Parliament, 
Duma, was to begin the debate on 
impeaching Mr Yeltsin 

Long time Yeltsin loyalist Sergei 
Stepashin, head of Russia's police forces, 
and recently appointed first Deputy Pnme 
Minister has bwn appointed as the new 
Prime Minister—country s fourth PM in 
one year 

Mr Primakov w as appointed in 
September 1998 to restore stability amid 
financial crash and political turmoil He 
had, apparently angered the Kremlin 
with his close ties to the opposition-led 
State Duma, his solid public popularity 
and a style that looked increasingly 
presidential 

According to analysts with fresh 
parliamentary elections looming in 
December, the Communist Party and 
other opposition forces may actually find 
it difficult to haye a Yeltsin loyalist in 
charge of Russia's economic disaster 
rather than Mr Primakov who cooperated 
well with the Duma and included 
communists in his government 

MKISTAN 

SC furm down iMindr't afipMl 

ORMER Pakistani Prime Minister 
Bcna/ir Bhutto had a major setback in 
her legal battle to save herself from 
conviction, which Pakistani Supreme 
Court ruled that her appeal against the 
conviction on corruption charges could 
not be entertained unhl she returned to 
Pakistan and faced arrest or surrender 
before the court Benazir had 
appealed for a full court hearing of 
the case as well as interim suspension 
of her April 15 conviction Benazir is 
in Dubai at present 

Lahore High Court had convicted Ms 
Bhutto and her husband Asif All Zardari 
in Apnl 1999 for five years and 
disqualified them from holding any public 
office for taking graft from a Swiss 
company m return to award of a 
government contract 

Meanwhile, Zardari, who is already 
in jail, allegedly tried to commit suicide, 
which was denied by his supporters 
Zaidan is bemg questioned ui connection 
wdh the'1995 shooting of retired Justice 
Nisam Ahmed 


Ms Bhutto has accused Nawaz 
Sharief government of trying to murder 
her husband 

Nai«ai fsHil mImumI 

OTED Pakistani journalist, Mr Najam 
Sethi, who had been arrested after 
delivering a sjjeech in New Delhi, 
crihcising the State of affairs in Pakistan, 
was freed on June 2, 1999 after more than 
three weeks of detention 

Earlier, the Supreme Court had 
pulled-up the Nawaz Shanef government 
keeping Mr Sethi under detention since 
May 8, without filing any official 
complaint Authorities had planned to try 
Sethi for alleged anti-State activities Mr 
Sethi had been taken into custody by the 
ISl, Pakistan s intelligence agency 

UK 

Lobowr wins in Sentinnd 

COTLAND elected its first Parliament 
in three centuries, giving the largest 
share of seats to Prime Minister Tony 
Blair's Labour Party, but not enough fot 
outright control 

On May 6, a total of 129 MSPS 
(Members of Scottish Parliament) went to 
polls, to be elected for a four year term, 73 
through straight election and 56 through a 
system of proportional representation 
Labour had pledged a separate 
Scottish Parliament in its election 
manifesto, in the face of its bitter 
opposition from the Conservatives who 
warned that it would be the beginning of 
Britain's break up England has been 
united with Scotland since 1707 

Labour's promise helped it sweep 
Scotland, winning all the seats for the 
Westminster Parliament in London from 
Scotland in the last general elections 
For the elections to Scottish 
Parliament, Labour Party was pitted 
against Scottish National Party (SNP), 
which had sought for independence from 
England 

The results to ScoUish Parliament 
have affirmed that a large majority of 
the 5 million Scots are content, for 
now, with a degree of self-government 
within United Kingdom And Labour 
now has an opportunity to prove that 
a settlement short of independence 
can satisfy the aspirations of most 
Scottish people 
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Current General Knowledge 
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ABBUVIATIONf 

EVM: Klectronic \4)ting Machine 
ICRC. International Committee of 
the Red Cross 

ISS: International Space Station 

AWARD! 

B.Dl DMBka Aviror!, 199t 

II.K. Dua, a former editor of Hindustan 
Times, has been selected for the BD 
Goenka Awanl for excellence m 
journalism for 1998. 

CmaM nin PMlIval, 1f99 

Indian director Murali Nair's Marana 
Simhasanam won the Golden Camera 
Award at the Cannes International Film 
Festival. The Malayalam film narrates 
the travails of a poor labourer sent to 
prison mistakenly and made a scape¬ 
goat by politicians. 

The prize for the best film went to 
Rosetta by Belgian director Luc and 
Jean-Pierre Dardenne. The film's 
heroine, Belgian actress Emile 
Dequenne shared the best actress 
award with French actress Severinc 
Caneele. 

The best actor award went to 
Emmanuel Schotte for his role in the 
movie. Humanity. 

BOOKS 

A Nmr D««l ffw Alia 

Written by Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad, the book takes a 
look whether Asia can reinvent itself for 
the next millennium after the regional 
crisis it has faced. 

Bolrayal 

Written by Bill Gertz, a reporter of the 
Washington Times, it has many classi¬ 
fied US documents that divulge many 
secrets and presents a critical account 
0 # Clinton administration's security 
ppHcy. 


TIm Plrif HaoMia Boiab 

Written by P. Chandra Sekharan, the 
book describes the forensic methods 
applied in the Rajiv Gandhi assassina¬ 
tion case and how the conclusions were 
arrived at. 

DIPINCI 

INf Myiora CoounluienMl 

India's second indigenously-built 
destroyer, INS Mysore, equipped with 
several hi-tech systems, was commis¬ 
sioned by Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee in Mumbai on June 2,1999. 
Built at the Mazagon Dock, the 6,700- 
tonne destroyer has been inducted into 
the Indian Navy within two years of the 
commissioning of INS Delhi, the first 
warship of its class 

The INS Mysore is a multi-functional 
warship and is an ideal command and 
control platform for fleet operations. It is 
armed with 16 surface-to-surface missiles 
and two surface-to-air missile systems. 
The ship's torpedoes and rockets can 
r^pond to any underwater threat. The 
destroyer is equipped with a 100-mm 
gun and four ilO-mm rapid fire close-in 
weapon system which has a faster and 
more accurate target tracking radar to 
counter any low-level incoming missile. 

Capable of operating m a multi¬ 
threat environment, the ship is also 
capable of surviving and operating in an 
area of nuclear, biological and chemical 
warfare. 

DISCOVIRY 

Rhaiaraha fMii|ila dticavarad 

A ninth-century Chandela temple, larger 
than any of the existing ones, is being 
excavated in Khajuraho. 

Excavation by a team of Archaeo¬ 
logical Survey of India (ASI), at a 
mound near jatkara, has revealed a 34- 
metre long sand-stone Jagati (founda¬ 
tion) of a temple with carvings and 


sculptures. 

The date of the temple's construc¬ 
tion is a puzzle before the archaeologists. 
The mound has yielded about 124 
architectural fragments and sculptures of 
Vishnu, Saraswati, Shiva, Brahma, Uma- 
Maheshwar and some erotic figures, 
dating from the late nmth century to the 
11th century. Of the fabled 85 temples 
built in Khajuraho, only 15 stand today 
and the newly-excavated temple is the 
26th TTre archaeologists are also trying 
to find out the purpose of the bricks 
which surround the sandstone structure 
from three sides. 

Aborif inai ancular covld ba 
ymin old 

Humans may have roamed Australia tor 
significantly longer than the accepted 
estimate of 40,000 to 60,000 years, new 
research has found. Australian National 
University scientists have re-dated 
human bones found at a burial site at 
Lake Mungo, in western New South 
Wiles, and say the tests indicate a new 
minimum age of occupation of Australia 
of between 56,000 and 68,000 years. 

Researchers believe the location of 
the ate in the southeast of the country 
could mean that the initial settlement of 
Australia happened significantly earlier 
than these dates. 

The research is based on the skeletal 
remains of a man excavated in 1974 by 
Alan Thome of the Research School of 
Pacific and Asian Studies. 

KNDmON 

lodlan Mil ororid WMrd an 
IvarMi 

fwo Indian mountaineers, Sange Sherpa 
and Kushang Dorjee, set a world record 
on May 28,1999 by becoming the first 
climbers to have scaled Everest from 
three sides, when they reached the 
summit frr^ fill eastern Kangshung 
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face, the most difficult and least 
attempted route. 

A third climber, Amar Prakash (35), 
also reached the top with Sange (35) and 
Kushang (39)—who had earlier climbed 
Everest bom the north and the south 
(the most preferred route). Only four 
people have so far climbed Everest 
(8,848 m) ftxim the treacherous 
Kangshung face. 

The 10-member expedition, 
organised by the Indian Adventure and 
Mountaineering Association and called 
Millennium Indian Everest Expedition 
1999, was led by woman mountaineer 
Santosh Yadav—herself a world record 
holder as the orUy wonwn to have 
climbed Everest twice. 

PUCES 

0«a 

Soa became the first place in the history 
of elections in the country where 
Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) were 
used to cover the entire region, during 
the Assembly elections held on June 4, 
1999. 

Karfil 

The Katgil sector of Kashmir is the scene 
where gun battles are being fought by 
the Indian army with Pakistan-backed 
infiltrators. 

SrllMriksta 

Once a small settlement of Yannadi 
tribals, this island on the Bay of 
Bengal has now become a major 
commercial spaceport in the world. 

The Sriharikota range, popularly 
known as "Shar", is situated in 
Andhra Pradesh. The national high¬ 
way connecting Chennai and Calcutta 
passes through the town about 80 km 
north of Chennai. 

PIOJICT 

T t i t w ilil— b b«r» 

Imall town patients wanting to consult 
specialists in premier medical institu¬ 
tions of die metros need not despair. ' 
Under the concept known as 
"telemedidne", their medical records 
and reports will be salt etectroni- 
cally to a spedalisi, who will go duough 


them, provide consultation, diagnosis or 
treatment options. 

A Rs 10-crore Department of 
Electronics (DoE) project will shortly 
link three major northern referral 
centres—the All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences (AIIMS), Post Gradu¬ 
ate Institute of Medical Education and 
Research, Chandigarh and Sanjay 
Gandhi Post Graduate Institute, 
Lucknow. 

In die project's second component, 
the School of topical Medicine, 

Calcutta, will be linked to two district 
hospitals in West Bengal. 

The system will allow electronic 
transmission of clinical, pathological 
and diagnostic data like CAT scans, 

MRI and ultrasound. A technology will 
also be developed fur digital transmis¬ 
sion of X-ray data. Images of blood 
slides will be captured using cameras 
attached to microscopes. A sophisti¬ 
cated data archival system, capable of 
storing images and graphics, will be 
developed to store patients' records 

The technologies will be developed 
by C-DAC, Pune and CEDT, Mohali, and 
the medical inputs will be provided by 
the institutions involved. 

RESEARCH 

IniianrtlM In TV Inclinology 

A technology engineered by the 
Japanese company. Quantum Corpora¬ 
tion, is expected to revolutionise the 
way television is watched across the 
world. 

Quantum's latest hard disk drives, 
called Quick View, will allow viewers to 
take control of television at the touch of 
the remote control button. Through 
this, the viewers can pause, rewind, 
play in slow motion and instantly 
replay live telecast shows like a aicket 
match. 

At a time when television technol¬ 
ogy is galloping ahead of time. 
Quantum's modified hard disk drives, 
conventionally located in computers, 
has turned TV viewing on its head. 
According to Quantum spokesman, the 
new hard disk drives wiU soon be 
placed in consumer electronic items, 
including TV sets. 


SPACE RESEARCH 

MLV ImiMliMl MccMshilly 

On May 26, 1999, India successfully 
launched its first satellite primarily 
built for ocean applications, and two 
foreign spacecraft, breaking into the 
lucrative global launch services 
market. 

The indigenously built 1050 kg 
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV- 
C2) placed for the first time three 
satellites—an Indian Remote Sensing 
Satellite (IRS-P4) as the main payload 
and the ^uth Korean KITSAT-3 and 
German DLR-TUBSAT as auxiliary 
payloads into a polar sunsynchronous 
orbit of 727 km. 

In the flight sequence, IRS-P4, also 
called OCHANSAT, was injected first, 
followed by the 107 kg KITSAT-3 and 45 
kg DLR-TUBSAT, respectively, at inter¬ 
vals of 50 seconds. 

IRS-P4 carries on board sophisti¬ 
cated instrumente—an Ocean Colour 
Monitor (OCM) and a Multi-frequency 
Scanning Microwaved Radiometer 
(MSMR)—which would provide valuable 
information on ocean biological param¬ 
eters, sea surface temperature, atmo- 
spneric water vapour content and sea 
surface data. 

The launch has taken India into a 
select band of nations offering commer¬ 
cial launch services. India is now also 
poised to make its presence in cKean 
applications as well. 

The country's scientists had to 
overcome the failure of the first 
developmental flight, PSLV-Dl, in 
1993. This failure was a bitter one 
since the vehicle had plunged into the 
Bay of Bengal, just 700 seconds after 
take-off. This was primarily due to a 
software error in the pitch control 
loop of the onboard guidance and 
control processor. 

However the second and third 
developmental fights in October 
1994 and March 1996 turned out to 
be spectacular successes. Following 
this, the first operational flight, 
PSLV-Cl, in September 1997 was 
successful, enabling the country to 
cross a major milestone in space 
technology. 
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Modlficolioii of Shar launch pad 
Man 

With PSLV-C’2's launch over, work will 
began on modifying the Shar launching 
pad for the next momentous event— 
launch of India's first Geosynchmnous 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (CSLV) in 1999 
end. 

So tar, the Shar launch centre has 
been witnessing lake-olf of I’SI V-type 
rockets that can carry one-tonne 
satellites, besides smaller Satellite 
Launch Vehicles (SLVs) and Aug¬ 
mented Satellites Launch Vehicles 
(ASLVs) that can lift up to 100-kg 
spacecraft 

The (iSLV will carry an experimental 
2.5-tonne (1-SAT satellite It will have a 
Russian cryogenic engine. 

ISRO's future PSLV programmes 
include launching of "Cartosat"—a 
remote sensing satellite exclusively for 
preparing maps of the earth's surface— 
by 2001. 

Cartosat, the fifth of Indian remote 
sensing satellite series or IRS-P5, will be 
equipped with special cameras that will 
provide high resolution data 

Cartosat will have a ground resolu¬ 
tion of 2.5 metres, compared to 5.5 
metres of existing Indian remote sens¬ 
ing satellites. Next will be the IRS-P6 of 
Resourcesat, tor resource mapping, 
slated for 2002 Resourcesat will essen¬ 
tially continue the present services of 
IRS-ID launched in 1997. 

Another ocean remote sensing 
satellite, Occansat-2, will be ready in the 
first half of the next decade. 

US Space ShoMle decks with 
space lak 

A six-month hiatus in orbital construc¬ 
tion of the international space station 
ended with the successful launch of the 
US space shuttle Disanvry on May 27, 
1999. 

It docked with the International 
Space Station on May 29,1999, m the 
first link-up between a shuttle and the 
orbiting outpost. 

Construction of the ISS began in 
December, 1998, and the docking with 
the shuttle represents a first major 
step forward for the station. At an 


altitude of 400 km and a speed of 
27,000 km per hour, it was a delicate 
manoeuvre 

■ The shuttle successfully linked two 

I tunnels to the station, which allowed 
I Discoivn/''i seven-member crew to move 
I freely between the two vehicles while 
I they were joined. 

1 Two American astmnaufs undertook 

a historic six-hour spacewalk during the 
mission 

Astronauts Tamara Jernigan and 
Dan Barry stepped out of the space¬ 
craft and unpacked some 200 kg of 
equipment. They installed the tools on 
the station's exterior to prepare for 
I future assembly missions, attached two 
I cranes to the station's hull and lay the 
I groundwork for the future orbital 
laboratory 

The cranes will be used by crews to 
move cargo and facilitate the construc¬ 
tion of the 500-toime space outpost, 
which is expected to be completed by 
2004. 

Meeo's Seoth Peie beil salted 
fer bases 

The South Pole of the moon could be the 
best choice tor future bases. 

Three sites, Iwated near the mewn's 
South Pole, provide nearly constant 
sunlight. 

This means the bases could use 
solar energy, reducing or eliminating the 
need for other energy sources. 

While the location of any moon 
base would depend to a great extent on 
the purpose of the base, researchers 
found three possible choices. 

Site A is on the rim of Shaklclon 
crater, and B is about six miles away on 
a ridge originating from that rim. Site C 
is on the rim of another nearby crater. 

MISCILUNY 
Ceoipaler MeMooi fer Mdi 

Computarium, claimed to be the world's 
first interactive museum to make 
children computer literate, is fast taking 
shape in Bangalore under the aegis of 
the Information Technology Department 
of the Ij^amataka Government. 
Conceptualised along the lines of a 
planetarium, it will allow children to 


experiment and experience all the 
possibilities in the area of Information 
Technology (IT) and communication, in 
a fun-filled atmosphere. 

The structure of Computarium, to 
be located on a five-acre plot, would, 
unlike other museums, be friendly to 
physically challenged children. A child 
would be able to drive the computer by 
using only his eyes, chin or elbows, 
depending upon the nature of the 
challenge. Even an 18-month-old would 
be able to operate a computer using a 
modified keyboard. 

The first phase of Computarium is 
proposed to be thrown open by November 
2000. Under this, children would be 
initiated into the cybpr wonderland by 
showing them what was inside a com¬ 
puter. They would be taken through the 
history of computers, as they weie in the 
past and as they are now, and given a 
distinct vision of what they would be 
tomorrow. 

Mlllenniwai derne 

An umbrella-likc roof to cover an 
entire village will soon become a reality 
with the successful completion of 
engmeering marvel, "millennium 
dome", near London, using fabric and 
cable space structure technology. 

The technology uses fibreglass 
reinforced teflon-coated fabric as mate¬ 
rial. 

The material is fire-proof and allows 
light to pass through, helping in saving 
energy cost. Presently, the technology is 
not cost-effective but could become 
cheap once the economies of scale start 
operating. These roofs have a lifespan of 
30 to 50 years. 

Tensioned steel cables are ar¬ 
ranged radially on the surface of the 
dome and held in space at the nodes 
by hanger and tie-down cables at 25- 
metre intervals. • 

The surface is a spherical cap, and 
between the cables, tensioned, coated 
fabric is used as cladding and is sup¬ 
ported by as little as 12 masts. 

Besides construction of huge domes, 
the space structure technology could be 
effectively used for construction of fly¬ 
overs. 
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Sports 


CRICKET 

History of the one-day game 
THE one-day game was bom in Melbourne 
in 1971. The Third Test between England 
iind Australia had been washed away by 
three days of persistent rain. The two cap¬ 
tains, Bill I^wry and Ray Illingworth, de¬ 
cided, along with the local officials, that a 
40-overs a side game could be played for 
one day. This format became very popular 
in subsequent years as it provided excite¬ 
ment and was result-oriented. 

The game has evolved since then, with 
colourful dresses replacing white flanneis^ 
and day-and-night games were bom out of 
Australian media moghul Kerry Packer's 
efforts to revolutionise the game by intro¬ 
ducing one-day matches. The game has be¬ 
come popular because of these innovations. 

The first World Cup was played at 
England in 1975. The seventh edition, 
played this year, has seen many changes in 
format. There are 12 teams divided in two 
groups. The top three teams in each group 
progress to the Super Six. Teams take for¬ 
ward points scored against other qualify¬ 
ing teams from d\eir group. Each qualifying 
team from Group A play the three qualifi¬ 
ers from Group B. The top four teams at 
the end of the Super Six play in the knock¬ 
out semi-finals. 

Each innings is 50 overs. A minimum 
of 25 overs a team constitutes a match. In 
case of bad weather, matches can continue 
up to 20.00 hours local time. One day of 
reserve was kept so that the match could 
be played the next day in case of bad 
weadiec 

Fielding restrictions: For the first 15 
overs of each innings, oitly two Beiders are 
allowed outside semi-circles drawn 30 
yards from each set of sttunps. For the re¬ 
maining overs, only five fielders are al¬ 
lowed outside the semi-circles. There 
cannot be more than 5 fielders on die leg 
side. No bowler can bowl more than 10 
overs per innings. If the ball passes or 


would have passed above the shoulder 
height of the batsman, it is a nivball. White 
balls and black screens were used 

The teams get 2 points for a win and 
1 for a tie or no result. If the teams got 
equal points in group matches, entry to the 
Super Six was decided on the following 
criteria: 

■ most wins in group matches 

■ winner of head-to-head match where 
only 2 teams finish on equal points. 

■ If more than two teams finish on same 
points, winner of most matches in¬ 
volving these teams to proceed. 

■ If still equal, run rate to decide order 
of the teams. 

■ If still equal, wicket rate per number 
of balls bowled in matches where re¬ 
sults were achieved earlier 

■ After that, lots to be drawn. 

The prize money is $ 1 million (Rs 4.2 
crore). The winner gets $ 300,000, the run¬ 
ner up $ 150,000 and losing semi-finalist $ 
100,000. Group match winners get $ 6,000 
each, losers $ 3,000 each. 

BADMINTON 

World Badminton Championship 
Sun Jun of China beat Fung Permadi of 
Taiwan 15-6,15-13 to emerge world cham¬ 
pion in the men's finals held at Copenhagen. 

I,ater, Kim Dong Moon's win with Ha 
Tae-Kwon in the men's doubles made him 
the first player to win two golds at a world 
championship since his Soufii Korean com¬ 
patriot Park foo-Bong achieved it eight years 
ago. 

Camilla Martin won the women's final, 
beating China's Dai Jun 11-6,6-11,11-10. 

CHESS 

Chess Oscar 

INDIA'S Viswanathan Anand has won 
the Chess Oscar for the second year run¬ 
ning. The award is instituted by the Rus¬ 
sian Chess magazine 64-Chess Review, 
and is given to the year’s best player on 
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the basis of real merit rather than titles 
won. 

SNOOKER 

World Snooker Championship 
STEPHEN Hendry clinched a record sev¬ 
enth world title with an 18-11 victory over 
Mark Williams in the Championship held 
at Sheffield, England. 

TENNIS 

World Iham Cup 

AUSTRALIA won the Wsrld Team Cup title 
when they overcame Sweden 2-1 in a 
toughly fought match played at Dusseldorf, 
(Germany. 

French Open Championship 
INDIAN pair of Leander Paes and Mahesh 
Bhupathi made tennis history by winning 
their maiden Grand Slam doubles title at 
the French Open championship at Paris. 
They beat Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia 
and Jeff Tarango of the US 6-2,7-5 in the 
rain-delayed match on |unc 6, 1999. In 
their partnership of four years, they have 
recorded a series of memorable tri¬ 
umphs—13 titles, a final appearance in 
the world doubles championship, and a 
narrow five set loss in the Australian 
Open in January, 1999. 

Tile men's singles title went to Andre 
Agassi, who won a five-set triumph over 
Andrei Medvedev of Ukraine 1-6,2-6,6- 
4,6-3, 6-4, Agassi became only the fifth 
man in history to win all four Grand 
Slams. He is the .second person in the 
Open era to lift all the Slam crowns, the 
first being Rod Laver, who swept all titles 
in 1969. In the women's singles title, Steffi 
Graf staged one of the greatest fightbacks 
of her career to beat Martina Hingis in 
three sets 4-6,7-5,6-2, to win the title for 
a sixth time. It was her 22nd Grand Slam 
title, leaving her just two short of the all- 
time record held by Australian Margaret 
Court. 





Appointments Etc 


Aptointed, Elected Etc 

Thabo Mbeki: He has been elected as 
President of South Africa. 

Carlo Azeglio Cmmpi: He has been 
elected President of Italy. 

Olusegun Obasanjo: He has been 
elected President of Nigeria. 

Ehud Barak: He has been elected as 
the Prime Minister ot Israel. 

Sergei Sfepashin: He has been 
appoint^ as Prime Minister of Russia. 

Krishna Prasad Bhattarni: He has 
been appointed as Prime Minister of 
Nepal. 

Mahendra Chaudhaiy- He has been 
elected as Prime Minister of Fiji, its first 


PM of Indian origin. 

Luizinho Faleiro: He has been 
appointed Chief Minister of Goa. 

Resigned 

Nelson Mandela: President of South 
Africa. 

Benjamin Netanyahu: Prime Minister 
of Israel. 

Yevgeni Primakov: Prime Minister of 
Russia. 

A.R. Kidwai: Governor of West 
Bengal. 

Died 

Asa Singh Mastana: Renowned 
Punjabi folk singer. 


EVEMTS 


MAY 

14— The Cricket World Cup 1999 opens in 
England. 

15— Ihe Russian Parliament, Duma, fails 
to indict President Boris Yeltsin on 
any of the live impeachment charges 
levelled against him 

21—The residence of the Indian 
ambas.sador to Yugoslavia is 
damaged in a NAIO attack. Prime 
Minister Atal Behan Vajpayee 
condemns the action. 

25— The first phase ot the 740 MW Dabhol 
power project is inaugurated. 

—Cochin International Airport, the first 
airport to be built outside the ambit 
of the government, is inaugurati\l by 
the President. 

26— Indian Air Force launches Operation 
Vijay as combat jets strike at dawn 
against the Pakistani-backed 
intruders in the Kargil sector of 
jammu and Kashmir, killing about 
160 infiltrators who had crossed over 
to Indian territory; 

27— The Indian Air Force loses two fighter 
airplanes—one of which was shot 
down by a Pakistani missile—while 
carrying out missions against 
Pakistani intruders in Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

—India successfully launches the Polar 
Satellite I aunch Vehicle from 
Siiharikota and places three satellites 


in orbit. 

28— An lAF MI-17 helicopter is shot down 
by a missile in the Tololing area of 
Drass subsector, killing all four crew 
members. 

29— The US space shuttle Discovery makes 
its first orbital linkup with the 
Interruitional Space Station. 

30— An Indian Major is killed in the 

Batalik sector of J&K. Indian troops, 
supported by air strikes for the fifth 
day, push back infiltrators in the 
Kargil sector. j 

—American astronauts Tamara Jernigan 
and Dan Berry conduct a historic six- 
hour spacewalk after the shuttle 
Discoivry docks successfully with the 
International Space Station. 

JUNE 

1—At least 14 tribals are killed in ethnic 
clashes between the Santhals and the 
Bodos in Dhubri district of western 
Assam. 

.3—Yugoslavia accepts a peace plan for 
Ko-sovo, put to Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic by Russian and 
European Union envoys, bringing 
hopes of peace to the region. 

—Indian fighter pilot K. Nachiketa is 
released by Pakistan after eight days 
in captivity. 

4—Goa becomes the first State in the 
history to use Electronic Voting 


Machines (EVMs) in elections. More 
than 53% of the 9 lakh voters cast their 
votes in the Assembly elections. 

—Eleven people, including a minister 
of Andhra Pradesh, are killed in a 
train derailment accident near 
Vishakhapatnam. » 

8— Talks with Pakistan, to discuss the 
intrusion bv Pakistani-backed 
mercenaries, are fixed for June 12. 

9— Indian forebs re-capture two strategic 
Batalik heights. 


Sachin Tendulkar: He has 
become the first Indian 
sportsperson to be featured on the 
cover ^ lime magazine, which says 
that his batting performances have 
earned him comparisons with 
soccer great [Xego Maradona. 

Mpute Kwelagobe; The Miss 
Umverse 1999 is from Botswana. 

Sanga Sherpa and Kushang 
DoiJee; The Indian mountaineers 
who set a world record by 
becoming the first climbers to 
have scaled Everest from the 
eastern Kangshung face, the most 
difficult and the least attempted 
route. 

Saloo andNeena Cheudhuiy: 
The winners trophy of the 
Guinness World R^ords Road 
Challenge, beginning on Octob^ 
15, 2000, his been named 
'ChpUiffiury trophy', in tumour erf 
ace oar rallyists from Cakutta 
r who, in 1999, passeddumighshc 
continents' in > 69 dayfts Ind 
repeated dw same feat in 19^1 ift 
39 days. ■ - ; 

of ,t Bihat/ whO'^kd 
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